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Thesis:
Is the decision to mainstream a child into a classroom the choice of the parents or the schools? Who gets
to decide what effects the child’s education and does it really make their learning environment better?
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Primary Source:

Citation:
Jacob’s Story. Sinai School. Online Video. 2008. http://youtube.com/watch?v=twwTa6ctsPI//
[http://youtube.com/watch?v=twwTa6ctsPI//]

Annotation:
The short film gave an indepth look at how a child with cerebral palsy can function in a mainstreamed
environment and still succeed. The video is a great way to show the general public that children with
disabilities espically ones that are physical and mental can succeed in a mainstreamed environment.

Print Reference Source:

Citation:
Herbert, Jane S. “Development of Learning and Memory.” The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Child
Development. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2005.

Annotation:
The encyclopedia was a great tool when starting out the research for the project, it had so much valuable
information. The Encyclopedia is accessible and an up‑to‑date account of all aspects of child development.
The encyclopedia was written by a team of experts from around the world and covers topics from neonatal
development into child development at the gradeschool age. The article that I found most helpful was
titled “Development of Learning and Memory” it was a comprehensive look at how the memory of a child is
formed and what can shape the development of the learning process to help determine how well the child
can perform academically.

Electronic Reference Source:

Citation:
“Special Education.”Encyclopædia Britannica.2008.Encyclopædia Britannica Online.27 Apr. 2008
<http://www.search.eb.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu/eb/article‑242121
[http://www.search.eb.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu/eb/article‑242121]>.

Annotation:
The article gives a great history of Special Education for disabled people that dates all the way back to the
day’s of early Greece and Rome. Special Education became universally accepted in all developed countries
by the twentieth century. Today two main concepts still dominate the role that Special Education has in
society they are the ‘interindividual differences’ and the ‘intraindividual differences.’ The concept of the
‘interindividual differences’ compares one child with another on skill level and other abilites such as motor
skills and comuunication ability. The concept of the ‘intraindividual differences’ compares one child’s
ability in one area with another area of the childs ability.

Web Sites:

Citation:
Lyness, D’arcy. “Article of Interest ‑ Mainstreaming Kids.” Bridges4kids. May 2002. 31 Mar. 2008
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<www.bridges4kids.org [http://www.bridges4kids.org]>.

Annotation:
The article really had some great background information on Mainstreaming Children into classrooms. The
term was coined in the early 1970’s to describe classrooms where children with and without disabilities are
learning together. There were some key points brought up by the article that really discussed what it was
like for the children to be mainstreamed and how it affected them individually and as a whole classroom.
This a source on the topic that is recommendable to others who are looking for a basic understanding or
definition of what mainstreaming is and how it is implemented now in the classroom. The article was
written by D’arcy Lyness who has a PhD and has written many other articles on the subject.

Citation:
“Inclusion Mainstreaming.” Education World. 1996. Education World Inc. 7 Apr. 2008
<http://www.education‑world.com [http://www.education‑world.com]>.

Annotation:
The website is very helpful because it provides links to other websites that contain the same information
on Inclusion Mainstreaming, which is another term for mainstreaming in education. There are all sorts of
articles listed on the Inclusion page and other resources for educators that are teaching in a mainstreamed
classroom and also for parents who are looking for some helpful hints on how their child may be learning
in school. The site is easy to navigate and clearly titled with an array of sections that will satisfy all your
education questions and concerns.

Books:

Citation:
Bates, Percy, Terry L. West, and Rudolf B. Schmerl. Mainstreaming: Problems, Potentials, and Perspectives.
Minneapolis: National Support Systems Project, 1977.

Annotation:
The book, although outdated, still holds some good information on how the laws and legislature came to
be about mainstreaming children into classrooms. Much of the legislation many parents had to fight for
there were no politicans with an Inclusion Education platform when the changes were needed the most.
The book also talks about the resistance to mainstreaming and how that plays a role in where inclusion
education is now being implemented. This source is a good launching point for writing a paper on this
topic and also holds very reputable information it is associated with the School of Education of the
University of Michigan.

Citation:
Bratlinger, Ellen A. Who Benefits From Special Education? Remediating [Fixing] Other People’s Children.
Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates,, 2006.

Annotation:
This book is highly reputable it is associated with Indiana University at Bloomington and it has many
essays on diverse topics that are all associated with mainstreaming in grade school education. The section
titled: The Impact of Reform on Students with Disabilities was the most helpful part of the book it really
described, accuratley, how the disabled child feels. The section really talks about how the teachers could
do a better job to meet the needs of the child by creating special activities that are on their level but still
relevant to what the class is learning. This section discusses how in public schools the teachers and
parents need to work together to make sure that the needs of the child are being met.

Citation:
Lewis, Ann. Children’s Understanding of Disability. London: Routledge, 1995. 115‑174.

Annotation:
This book is a valuable resource on the subject of inclusion education and how a child understands what is
happening in the classroom. It examines what happens when children with varying levels of disabilities and
no disabilities work together in a classroom. The source shows how children who don’t have disablities
describe children with learning disabilities and with physical disabilities. Children often think that those
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who have learning disabilities to be just like them and children with physical disabilities to have some level
of difficulty with school work even though the disability is only physical.

Peer‑Reviewed Journal Articles:

Citation:
Farrell, Peter, Afroditi Kalambouka, Alan Dyson, and Ian Kaplan. “The Impact of Placing Pupils with Special
Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools on the Achievement of Their Peers.” Educational Research 49.4
(2007): 365‑382. Academic Search Premier EBSCO. University At Buffalo Libraries, Amherst. 27 Apr. 2008.
Keyword: Mainstreaming Education.
http://web.ebscohost.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu [http://web.ebscohost.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu]

Annotation:
Throughout the past 20 years the policy and practice of special edcuation for children with disabilities has
been mostly aimed at incorporating children with disabilities into a mainstreamed classroom envrionment
withoutout much thought to who else would be affected. The policy is widely supported based on principal
by parents, teachers, school administrators and in the public opinion. There has however been a
substainstially lower agreement about whether it can be practiced without rendring too many
consequences on the other children in the classroom. The article was really helpful it gave a different
perspective on the issue and gave the negative effects of having mainstreamed children participate in a
normal classroom environment.

Citation:
Frostad, Per, and Sip Jan Pijl. “Does Being Friendly Help in Making Friends? the Relation Between the Social
Position and Social Skills of Pupils with Special Needs in Mainstream Education.” European Journal of
Special Needs Education 22.1 (2007): 15‑30. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. University At Buffalo
Libraries, Amherst. 27 Apr. 2008. Keyword: Mainstreaming Education.
http://web.ebscohost.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu [http://web.ebscohost.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu]

Annotation:
Studies have shown that children who have disabilites and have been mainstreamed in education tend to
have a harder time making friendships with other children who don’t have disabilities. Children with
disabilities often lack the social‑age‑appropriate skills to aid them in the task of buidling friendly
relationships with children of their own age. The article talks about two different types of relationships that
children need to make in order to deveolp their social skills properly: vertical relationships and horizontal
relationships. Vertical relationships are formed with people who have more or less knowledge and power,
an example is a relationship between a teacher and child. Horizontal relationships can be made between
people with equal status in a situation, an example is children with other children in a classroom. This
article was helpful in providing vital information on how children form friendships and relationships inside
of a mainstreamed classroom.

Newspaper Article:

Citation:
Gibson, Elizabeth. “Advocates for Disabled Kids Criticize Centralized School.” Patriot News 26 Apr. 2008,
sec. A: 01. Factivia. Universtiy At Buffalo Libraries, Amherst. 27 Apr. 2008. Keyword: Special Education.
http://www.factiva.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu [http://www.factiva.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu]

Annotation:
The newspaper article was written on behalf of the disabled kids in a small town in Pennsylvania where the
state is opening a special school for grade school and high school children with moderate to severe
emotional, physical, and social/behavioral disabilities. The advocates believe that opening the school will
only segregate these children more within their group of peers and in their community. In the article one
mother talks about how her daughter, who uses a wheelchair and attends a regual public school, is going
to graduate in June along side her peers. Her mother believes that the school experience her daughter
recieved wouldn’t be the same if she attended a school only for children with disabilities.

Additional Sources:
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Citation:
Integration Must Be Flexible; Mainstreaming Can Benefit Special‑Meeds Children.” The Herald (Glasgow) 13
May 2006. LexisNexis Acaedemic. University At Buffalo Libraries, Amherst. 27 Apr. 2008.
http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/e‑resources/lexisnexis.html [http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/e‑
resources/lexisnexis.html]>.

Annotation:
The article gave a small argument on why the Mainstreaming programs need to be flexible and work with
each child on an individual basis. A blanket approach won’t work all children with special needs cannot be
treated the same because their needs are specific to what handicap they have. The article, although short,
was helpful in pointing out that the programs need to be able to gravitate around the child’s need and not
around a certain curriculum.

Citation:
Yatvin, Joanne. “Flawed Assumptions.” Phi Delta Kappan 76.6 (1995): 482‑483. Academic Search Premier.
EBSCO. University At Buffalo Libraries, Amherst. 27 Apr. 2008.
http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/e‑resources/AcademicSearchPremier.html
[http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/e‑resources/AcademicSearchPremier.html]

Annotation:
The author of the article is a retired principal who presents opionions on the special edcuation programs
based on her experiences. She argues with an article that was written previously that she felt was negative
toward the special education programs and the work that schools are doing to incorporate inclusion in a
way that benefits all the children and the parents. She argues that the inclusion programs are of high
quality and do a suffiecent job of helping the children in the classrooms. This article was a good way to
look at the arguments that often come up against inclusion because of fals theories.

Citation:
Griffin, Colleen. Interview with Molly Reimondo. Rec. 7 April 2008.

Annotation:
The interview took place in a special education room that was designed to help children with their speech
and hearing needs. Colleen Griffin is a liscensed speech pathologist who works with kids of all ages and
disability levels who are currently mainstreamed into classrooms. I sat in a classroom for a half of a day
and observed how the students learned and how they interacted inside the classroom and in their
mainstreamed classrooms.

Citation:
American Dream & the Public Schools. New York: Oxford UP, 2003. Chapter 6: Seperation and Inclusion.
Education Research Complete. 28 Apr. 2008. http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/e‑resources/ehh.html
[http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/e‑resources/ehh.html]

Annotation:
The chapter in the book is centered aroudn the idao of seperation and inclusion into public schools when
dealing with special education. The chapter goies on to show both sides of the viewpoints by showing how
ard it is to figure out how to best educate these children who have different learning capacities. The
excerpt from the book was helpful because it talked about the needs of the chidren and the inclusion vs.
seperation issues that alot of public schools are dealing with.
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