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Title: Should Professional Athletes be Considered Role Models?

Thesis: When it comes to professional sports, there is one main controversy surrounding them; whether or
not athletes should be considered role models. A role model is defined as a person who serves as a model
in a particular behavioral social role for another to emulate.” Athletes are there to play a sports, nothing
more nothing less. We can enjoy and envy all they do on the playing field but that’s where the idolization
should stop.Parents and those that are close around one person are their true role models.

Core Concepts/Keywords: Sports, Athletes, Parents, Role model

Primary Source:

Citation: Griffin, Geoff. Are Athletes Good Role Models? Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2005.

Annotation: This is a Biography of few people such as Charles Barkley, Sean Paige,Garry Sailes,Todd Boyd
and Dennis Rodman. The book is basically separated into mini chapters of biographies of a few celebrities
and their takes on certain topics surrounding the controversy about professional athletes being viewed as
role models. For example Charles Barkley took a huge stance against this issue back in the 1990’s when he
reiterated that he inst a role model. He took s major stance in this issue and soon after he had many
followers and this book covers the founding fathers of this topic in a way.

Print Reference Source:

Citation:”Armstrong, Lance.” Encyclopædia Britannica. 2008. Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 3 Dec. 2008

Annotation: This is basically about Lance Armstrong’s life, which covers the time when he captured several
awards for winning the Tour de France seven times in a row. Soon his doctors discovered that Lance was
diagnosed with testicular cancer which kept him away from the bike for quite some time. Mainly this is
important because Lance Armstrong demonstrates great qualities professional athletes need to have to be
viewed as excellent role models for other people. Armstrong dedicated himself to campaigning for cancer
awareness and established a foundation to further that goal. He donated tons of money to help find a cure
for cancer, which motivates many young kids that anything is possible.

Electronic Reference Source:

http://library.buffalo.edu/
http://libweb.lib.buffalo.edu/wiki/instruction/ULC257/lib/exe/detail.php?id=should_professional_athletes_be_considered_role_models&cache=cache&media=children_running_vodafone_group_foundation.jpg


Citation: “athletics.” Encyclopædia Britannica. 2008. Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 3 Dec. 2008
<http://www.search.eb.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu/eb/article‑29759
[http://www.search.eb.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu/eb/article‑29759]>.

Annotation: This encyclopedia article discusses athletics, occupying center stage at all international games,
which in turn generates conflicts. Until the IAAF’s trust‑fund system there was continual concern about
athletes earning money by violating rules. From about 1970 the question of drug usage has been a major
issue. Athletes are forbidden to use a number of drugs that are said to improve performance. This is
important because it has a big affect on viewers who tend to be children. Once they notice that athletes are
using illegal substances then they get the illusion that its fine for them to do the same. It’s an important
part of this argument.

Web Sites:

Citation:Damon, Ron “Should Professional Athletes Be Role Models?.” Should Professional Athletes Be Role
Models?. 15 Jul. 2007. EzineArticles.com. 3 Dec 2008 <http://ezinearticles.com/?Should‑Professional‑
Athletes‑Be‑Role‑Models?&id=645953 [http://ezinearticles.com/?Should‑Professional‑Athletes‑Be‑Role‑
Models?&id=645953]>.

Annotation: This website is basically discussing the theory behind athletes being perceived as role model.
The author brings up points for and against athletes being treated as role models. He argues that
professional athletes are role models to the youth whether they like it or not. What kind of a role model
they are is a choice athletes make and for the most part many choose to demonstrate good behavior while
exposed to their viewers. This website is important becasue it challenges both views to this issue.

Citation:NBA Cares. 3 Dec. 2008. 3 Dec. 2008 <http://www.nba.com/nba_cares/
[http://www.nba.com/nba_cares/]>.

Annotation: This website is devoted to helping communities all across the united states. Professional
Basketball Players join together and go from one school to the next, helping kids learn to read. Also
helping with building houses where areas were hit when Katrina happened. It’s a good source because it it
has athletes working with young children and leading them to the right direction.It shows a different side
to the argument.

Books:

Citation:Torr, James D. Sports and Athletes: Opposing Viewpoints. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2005.

Annotation:This book gives opposing viewpoints on the issue surrounding professional athletes being
viewed as role models. Its important mainly because it has many people arguing for different ideas so they
provide tons of information covering this topic.

Citation:Bell, Sinclair, and Inge Lyse Hansen. Role Models in the Roman World: Identity and Assimilation.
Memoirs of the American Academy in Rome, 7. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2008.

Annotation:This book is quite interesting in the sense that it talks about what role models where and what
they meant during the Roman time period. It isn’t necessarily a book that is mainly about role models and
how they were absorbed during this time period but it talks briefly about specific situations which relate to
this topic. This book is simply important because you can compare how things have changed but while
reading this book you will find out that there are more similarities that differences which i thought was
very interesting concerning this idea.

Citation:Dudley, William. Sports in America: Opposing Viewpoints. San Diego, CA: Greenhaven Press, 1994.

Annotation:This book is quite similar to the one above where it has many short chapters of important
people’s arguments toward the issue pertaining my thesis. It provides great examples supporting my
argument but also few examples that are against my thesis statement, which is also important. It was
published way earlier so the arguments are quite different compared to the book above which is published
much later.
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Peer‑Reviewed Journal Articles:

Citation:Freire, Marcus Vinícius. “The Value of Teamwork.” Play True (Oct. 2007): 33‑34. SPORTDiscus with
Full Text. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 4 Dec. 2008
<http://search.ebscohost.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu/login.aspx?
direct=true&db=s3h&AN=27746900&site=ehost‑live&scope=site
[http://search.ebscohost.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=s3h&AN=27746900&site=ehost‑
live&scope=site]>.

Annotation: In an interview a Brazilian volleyball player is asked wheter he thinks athletes are role models.
He responds by saying that athletes need to use their fame to promote drug free lifestyle for others to
emulate.

Citation:Birnbaum, Larry. “Athletes: Our Role Models, Right?.” Professionalization of Exercise Physiology
6.7 (July 2003): 2‑2. SPORTDiscus with Full Text. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 4 Dec.
2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu/login.aspx?
direct=true&db=s3h&AN=19994557&site=ehost‑live&scope=site
[http://search.ebscohost.com.gate.lib.buffalo.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=s3h&AN=19994557&site=ehost‑
live&scope=site]>.

Annotation:The article mainly seeks answers as to why athletes try to better them selves by using drugs
and other substances.It compares those who use drugs to real athletes who make their way through hard
work and talent. Its an important argument because statistics have shown that more and more people are
using drugs to enhance their performance and this only makes young high school students want to do the
same thing.

Newspaper Article:

Citation:McCulloch, Richard. “What ever happened to role models?” The Broward Times 22 Sept. 2006.

Annotation:In this article the author starts out by introducing the famous quote from Charles Barkley which
was widely misunderstood by his critiques. Richard argues that many people didn’t understand the
underlying message Barkley was trying to get across to his viewers. If people spend more tie trying to
understand what Barkley was trying to say and less time criticizing him they would understand that all
Barkley was trying to get across is that parents are the true role models for young kids because they are
the ones available when kids need their help. This a great article because it tackles the main points that are
important to justify my thesis.

Additional Sources:

Citation: “Nike Air commercial Charles Barkley.” Youtube. 4 Dec. 2008 <http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nmzdaz3tjca [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmzdaz3tjca]>.

Annotation:This is a video that Charles Barkley made back in the 1990’s about a minute long, basically
trying to get across the idea that parents are true role models and that he shouldn’t carry this burden on
his shoulders. This is important because it supports my thesis with a visual presentation.

Citation:”Steroids And Role Models.” Youtube. 4 Dec. 2008 <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8s3‑
bveai3u [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8s3‑bveai3u]>

Annotation: This is a 2:30 video about a Track Star and an Olympic Gold Medalist Marion Jones who was
recently caught doping and was stripped of all her medals. High School kids are interviewed and asked
what their stance is about what happened. It’s a great example which shows how children are affected
when an athlete doesn’t think about how her popularity will affect those watching.

Citation:”Athletes as Role Models.” The Sports Law Professor. 29 July 2007. 4 Dec. 2008
<http://thesportslawprofessor.blogspot.com/2007/07/athletes‑as‑role‑models.html
[http://thesportslawprofessor.blogspot.com/2007/07/athletes‑as‑role‑models.html]>.

Annotation:This website contains great information that explains why professional athletes shouldn’t be
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considered role models. It hits on the main points and gives great evidence and thought provoking
examples which are very convincing and most importantly they make sense.

Citation:Jacobs, Justin. “Reminder: Professional Athletes Are Entertainers, Not Role‑Models.” Two Of Us
Talking Sports. 7 May 2008. 3 Dec. 2008 <http://touts.wordpress.com/2008/05/07/reminder‑
professional‑athletes‑are‑entertainers‑not‑role‑models/
[http://touts.wordpress.com/2008/05/07/reminder‑professional‑athletes‑are‑entertainers‑not‑role‑models/]>.

Annotation: The author of this article insists that that professional athletes are bad role models and that’s
the reason they shouldn’t be considered role models. Do we really want to are kids looking up to overpaid
and often undereducated athletes? Its an important article because it talks about the educational part of
the argument and how many professional athletes don’t even have a high school diploma let alone a
college degree. This gives kids a wrong idea because it makes them think they can get to the major
leagues without school when in reality only few are able to do this.
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