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Thesis: There is no arguing that global warming is a universal issue. Unlike other issues such as the war in
Iraq, healthcare and abortion, global warming affects all 6.5 billion people on earth, hindering the
advancement of this planet. It is a very serious issue that needs to be recognized by people everywhere.
Global warming is when the average surface temperature of the Earth increases due to an increase in
Greenhouse gases trapped in the atmosphere. This issue is slowly but surely destroying our planet and
needs to be dealt with immediately.

Core Concepts/Keywords: Global Warming, Greenhouse gases, Burning fossil fuels, Greenhouse effect,
Ozone depletion.

Primary Source:

Citation: “Global Warming Explained.” Opposing Viewpoints Digests: The Environment. Ed. Scott Barbour.
San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2000. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Gale. University at Buffalo
Libraries ‑ SUNY. 12 Apr. 2009

Annotation: This source is a government document that explains the science behind global warming. It
provides in depth detail about the process of global warming. The process of how Earth naturally heats
itself using the Sun’s radiation is thoroughly described. Then the document explains how human
interaction has thrown this process completely off balance with the over‑exertion of carbon dioxide into
the atmosphere.

Print Reference Source:

Citation: Choi, Jun‑Ki. “Attribution of Global Warming.” Encyclopedia of Global Warming and Climate
Change. Ed. S. George Philander. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications Inc., 2008. 95‑99.

Annotation: This is a very descriptive article that lists and evaluates all of the different possibilities of what
causes global warming. Some of these possibilities consist of the change in Earths heat balance, the
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greenhouse effect, and the burning of fossil fuels. The article then describes how human interaction plays
a crucial role in the rate of global warming. Then the article illustrates the possible effects of global
warming.

Electronic Reference Source:

Citation:”global warming.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 2009. Encyclopedia Britannica Online. 26 Apr. 2009
<http://www.search.eb.com/eb/article‑274845 [http://www.search.eb.com/eb/article‑274845]>.

Annotation: This article basically describes how the future of our civilization depends on the course of
action that is taken by society. The article estimates that by the year 2100, the CO2 concentration in our
environment will be twice as much as it was during pre‑industrialization.

Web Sites:

Citation:Deforestation causes global warming. 4 Sept. 2006. FAO News Room. 10 Apr. 2009
<http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2006/1000385/index.html
[http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2006/1000385/index.html]>

Annotation: This article describes the huge role that deforestation contributes to global warming. It
explains that between 25 and 30 percent of greenhouse gases released into the atmosphere is due to
deforestation. Trees are made up of 50 percent carbon, so when they are chopped down, they release this
carbon into the atmosphere.

Citation:Pollution “hides” global warming. 23 Aug. 2004. BBC News. 08 Apr. 2009
<http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/3589662.stm [http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/3589662.stm]>

Annotation: This article claims that the true extent of global warming is being “hidden” by atmospheric
pollution. Professor Meinrat Andreae claims that natural aerosols such as sulfur and carbon are held in the
air and help cool the planet. In the future however, these aerosols are expected to decrease in abundance,
which will accelerate the process of global warming.

Books:

Citation: Climate change and forests: emerging policy and market opportunities /London : Chatham House
;Washington, D.C. : Brookings Institution Press, c2008.

Annotation: This book describes the relationship between human interaction in forests, with climatic
change. It provides an overview of the different things that cause carbon build up in our environment. It
also provides different options for slowing down deforestation.

Citation: Campbell, Kurt M. Climatic cataclysm : the foreign policy and national security implications of
climate change. Washington D.C: Brookings Institution Press, 2008

Annotation: This book brings in experts on climate science, foreign policy, oceanography, history, and
national security to make measure the risks of global warming. It provides 3 different scenarios, the
expected scenario, the severe scenario and the catastrophic scenario. This book evaluates all of the
different things that emit greenhouse gases, and provides possible alternatives to these emitters.

Citation: Archer, David,1960‑ Global warming: understanding the forecast /Malden, MA : Blackwell Pub.,
c2007.

Annotation: This book provides the science that is necessary in order to understand how global warming
works, the greenhouse effect and the carbon cycle. Social and economic issues that relate to global
warming are described in the conclusion of this book.

Peer‑Reviewed Journal Articles:

Citation: Chavas, Daniel R., et al. “Long‑term climate change impacts on agricultural productivity in eastern
China.” Agricultural & Forest Meteorology 149.6/7 (15 June 2009): 1118‑1128. Academic Search Premier.
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EBSCO. UB Libraries, Buffalo, NY. 26 Apr. 2009 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?
direct=true&db=aph&AN=37226438&site=ehost‑live&scope=site [http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?
direct=true&db=aph&AN=37226438&site=ehost‑live&scope=site]>.

Annotation: This article studies the possibility that climate change may impact the productivity of five
major crops in eastern China: canola, corn, potato, rice, and winter wheat. The article then estimates what
the future climate will be and studies how these crops will adjust. This is a very helpful article because it
shows how drastically global warming effects our lives.

Citation: Allen, Leon Hartwell, and Joseph C.V. Vu.. “Carbon dioxide and high temperature effects on
growth of young orange trees in a humid, subtropical environment.” Agricultural & Forest Meteorology
149.5 (07 May 2009): 820‑830. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. UB Libraries, Buffalo, NY. 26 Apr. 2009
<http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=36474746&site=ehost‑
live&scope=site [http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=36474746&site=ehost‑
live&scope=site]>.

Annotation: This journal article is based on an experiment. Five different orange trees of the same age
were kept under identical conditions. The only difference was the amount of CO2 in the greenhouse. The
plants with more CO2 reported having oranges that were sour and the tree that was grown with less CO2
reported having sweeter oranges. This just proves how if something is not done about the increasing levels
of CO2, life is going to be sour.

Newspaper Article:

Citation: ANDREW C. REVKIN. “On Climate Issue, Industry Ignored Its Scientists.” New York Times (24 Apr.
2009): 1. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. UB Libraries, Buffalo, NY. 26 Apr. 2009
<http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=38031849&site=ehost‑
live&scope=site [http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=38031849&site=ehost‑
live&scope=site]>.

Annotation: This article gives a different point of view. It is about a group called the Global Climate
Coalition. This group represents industries that profit from the burning of fossil fuels. They claim that the
relationship between greenhouse gases and climate change is not well understood. They led an aggressive
lobbying campaign against the idea that the emission of greenhouse gases leads to global warming.

Additional Sources:

Citation: Greenhouse Gas Emissions.10 January 2008. Environmental Protection Agency.25 April 2009.
<http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/index.html#ggo
[http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/index.html#ggo]>

Annotation: This article provides more detail about the science behind global warming. It basically
describes how greenhouse gases effect the environment and how if the amount of emissions are not
reduced drastically, the results could be catastrophic.

Citation:Tropical Deforestation30 March 2007. Earth Observatory. 25 April 2009.
<http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/Deforestation/
[http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/Deforestation/]>

Annotation: This article is about the importance of the Earths tropical forests. It provides useful
information about how the forests harbor about half of the species on this planet. This article also explains
the rate at which these forests are being destroyed. This article is very useful.

Citation: Natural Factors Cause Global Warming. John Carlisle. Opposing Viewpoints: Global Warming. Ed.
James Haley. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2002

Annotation: This article supports the idea that global warming is caused by neutral factors. The supporting
detail that this article provides is that the temperature of the Earth has fluctuated throughout history. We
have had ice ages, and we have had heat waves. According to this article, the climatic changes that we are
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experiencing are completely normal.

Citation: Global Warming Benefits Life on Earth. Dennis Avery. Global Warming. Ed. Cynthia A. Bily.
Opposing Viewpoints. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2006.

Annotation: This article claims that life on Earth will benefit from global warming. It begins by explaining
how the history of our climate has always been fluctuating between hot and cold. It then states that history
has shown that warm weather has been better for human health on average.
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