
ABSTRACT 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Project Name Paducah Artist Relocation Program 

Address 300 South 5th Street City/State/ZIP Paducah, KY 42003 

1. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

Based on goals set by the City Commission to encourage vital neighborhoods, the Planning Department 
undertook the creation of a neighborhood plan for the revitalization of its oldest historic neighborhood, Lower 
Town. Lower Town, annexed in 1836, is adjacent to the historic Downtown area. Time and neglect had taken 
its toll on Lower Town and the neighborhood had become a blighted area. A neighborhood analysis done in 
the late 1950's stated that Lower Town was "dilapidated"; it had little or no attention since that time. The 
featured tool of the plan was the Artist Relocation Program whose main objective was to attract working artists 
from around the country to relocate to Paducah. These artists were small business entrepreneurs who provided 
new vision, new solutions to old problems, and an economic investment in the neighborhood. The goal of the 
plan was to increase home ownership, increase property values, appropriately rehab the significant structures, 
reduce crime, eliminate blight, reduce traffic, and to economically revitalize the neighborhood with an influx of 
new retail and service business. After an extensive planning process based on extensive neighborhood 
participation, the City Commission adopted the plan on February 19, 2002; at this time every component of the 
plan has been implemented with great success and positive reaction from the greater Paducah community. This 
success has added new and increased tax revenues back to all the taxing entities, created a more diversified 
economy, added an ever growing new tourism base, increased the cultural enrichment of Paducah, and 
increased our intellectual and entrepreneurial capital for generations to come. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 
urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues; design quality.) 

The project merits serious consideration based on the overwhelming success, based on its replicability, and most 
importantly based on its innovation which centers on the two main partners: the City of Paducah who adopted 
and runs the program and Paducah Bank who finances nearly 100% of the project. There was an unprecedented 
willingness on the part of Paducah Bank to abandon the normally constrictive methods of project financing . 
They relaxed underwriting, made 100% fixed rate long term loans at 200 to 400 plus % of appraised value. The 
City created a program and funded it with general fund monies whose first goal was to advertise for, and recruit 
artists on a national basis as an economic development tool. Now, the program has exceeded everyone' s 
expectation as a revitalization tool, creating new infill opportunities that resound appropriately with the Smart 
Growth movement, but even more importantly has opened up another world of new opportunities and beneficial 
secondary effects. The Artist Relocation Program is helping to combat urban sprawl by illustrating the concepts 
of New Urbanism and Nco-Traditional Neighborhoods and communities. It was the community's ideas 
generated through the public input process that laid the foundation for the goals, objectives, elements, and 
recommendations of the neighborhood plan. Attitudes of the existing residents have changed, structures have 
been renovated, infill construction has occurred, and the Program has been successful in recruiting over 50 new 
artists/residents/ businesses to Lower Town with approximately $14 million in private investments and only $ 
2,000,000 of City General Fund monies spent. The program has been featured in seven regional and eleven 
national television or paper publications, has had over 45,000 hits on www.paducaharts.com we've mailed out 
over 2000 packets to artists in 50 states and six other countries. The program received recognition by winning 
the 2002 KY Governor's Government A ward in the Arts, the 2002 KY Chapter of the American Planning 
Association (KAPA) Special Merit Award for Outstanding Planning, the 2004 American Planning Association 
(APA) Outstanding Planning Award for a Special Community Initiative, the 2004 National Recreation & Parks 
Association Dorothy Mullins Art & Humanities Award, among several others. 

www.paducaharts.com

