
ABSTRACT 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on aseparate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Project Name Bridgemarket 

Address East 59th Street (Between 1st and York Aye.) City/State/ZIP New York NY 10022 

1. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

Bridgemarket is an adaptive reuse of the landmark space beneath the Queensboro Bridge in Manhattan. It was constructed by Rafael 
Guastavino, an emigre architect from Barcelona who introduced an adaptation of the vernacular building technology known as the 
Catalan vault to the United States. The underside of the Bridge features 36 vaults and is widely considered to be one of his most 
dramatic and exciting public spaces. Bridgemarket served as a public farmer's market until the 1930s when it was taken over by the 
New York City Department of Transportation. In 1972, recognizing its significance to the city's architectural legacy, the Economic 
Development Corporation initiated plans to return Bridgemarket to the public realm. This effort was undertaken as part of a larger 
effort to stimulate economic growth in the area surrounding the Queensboro Bridge and to repair what had become an urban gap 
between the neighborhoods of Sutton Place to the south and the Upper East Side to the north. After initial proposals in the early 
1970s floundered due to lack of community support or funding, in the late 1970s a plan was approved to create a grand 
European-style marketplace within the hall featuring upward of 50 gourmet food purveyors as well as several restaurants on a 
mezzanine level, and to transform a parking lot into a public plaza with freestanding farmer's market structures. For the next three 
decades, revitalization efforts overcame a tortuous path of economic boom and bust, endorsement and protest, and evolution in 
design. The process of returning Bridgemarket to the public realm reached nearly as legendary a status as the landmark itself. In the 
end, it took the sustained effort of the architects, developers, city agencies and community leaders to bring the project to fruition. 
Bridgemarket has been reinvented as a contemporary marketplace with three major commercial tenants-a restaurant and home 
furnishing shop operated by noted British entrepreneur Terence Conran and a market-style Food Emporium supermarket-occupying 
more than 90,000 square feet. A 3,800-square-foot freestanding, glass-and-steel pavilion provides a small retail space and dedicated 

([ ~trance for The Conran Shop, located on a newly created lower level. A public plaza landscaped by noted garden designer Lynden 
UJier continues an existing greenway along 59th Street to the East River and serves as the main entrance to the complex. The plaza 

features public art in the form of the Municipal Art Society Fountain. Rather than acting as a barrier between two thriving 
neighborhoods, Bridgemarket now serves as a community hub that attracts both area residents and visitors who come to admire the 
newly restored tile vaults and enjoy its amenities. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 
urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues; design quality.) 

Bridgemarket is an astonishing accomplishment, one that joins public and private interests in ways only possible in an urban 
environment. Prior to the adaptive reuse of Bridgemarket, Guastavino's magnificent vaults beneath the Queensboro Bridge were 
virtually unknown to the public and in a state of great disrepair. The bridge itself acted as a barrier rather than a gateway between its 
neighboring communities. Bridgemarket has resolved this urban gap, bringing together these two communities in a way that was not 
formerly thought possible. The adaptive reuse of Bridgemarket has transformed this landmark space into a vibrant urban amenity 
that pays homage to its history. Its design merges preservation and contemporary design to create a highly acclaimed city 
destination commensurate with the Bridge's legendary status. Not only has the project resurrected an abandoned architectural 
treasure, it has spurred economic revitalization in the surrounding area with new residential and commercial development. 
Investment in Bridgemarket by highly respected entrepreneur Terence Conran has spawned increased retail interest in the 
neighborhood that is set to transform empty storefronts into a home furnishing mecca. Its public plaza provides a neighborhood 
amenity heretofore unavailable to area residents and graced with beautiful landscaping and public art. The realization of 
Bridgemarket took the sustained efforts of city agencies, community groups and developers who came together to resolve conflicting 
needs. This dialogue is as key to the project's success as the restoration of the landmark itself. Ultimately Bridgemarket is a 
testament to the power of community interests, the financial strength of the retail marketplace, the regulatory power and investment 
capabilities of government, and the forces of preservation. 

The project merits a Rudy Bruner Award because it has taken a little-known but extremely significant architectural treasure and 
returned it to the public realm after nearly seventy years of disuse. The city recognized the value of restoring this abandoned space 
and adapting it to meet the needs of today's urban environment. It represents a high level of cooperation between public and private 

('' ~~ps, both to the extent in which government agencies and private developers worked together to get appropriate approvals to 
v-e the project forward, and the DOT's, developer's and tenants' design and construction teams working together to finalize the 
design and build the complex. It serves as a model for urban revitalization that can be adapted to other urban settings by 
demonstrating methods for identifying contemporary uses for historic structures; modernizing historic structures that pose challenges 
due to the special nature of the structure (i.e., beneath a bridge); and bringing commercial activity to an area to spur economic 
revitalization without overwhelming the quintessential flavor of neighborhood life. 


