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used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each
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NOTE: This sheet and a selected image will be sent to the Committee in advance.

lron Street Urban Farm Chicaoo. lLPrôrpai Nâmê

owner Growing Power, lnc.

proiecr L,sets) food production, education, green job training

proiects¡ze Tacres 
_,*ffijj:r:#(estimated)

Dare Initiateci 06/01/2009 Percent Comnleted hv Decemher 1 2O1O íVo

Proiect Comoletion Date (if 
"ooroorirt") 

2012

Attach, if vou wish, a list of relevant oroiect dates

Application submitted by:

*"-. Erika Allen n.,. Growing Power Chicago Project Manager

Oreanization Growing Power, lnc

Address 2215 West North Avenue citv/statetzio Chicago' lL 60647

Teleohone (773 ) 486-6005 ¡ N/A

,_n,'"., erika@ growingpower.org
Weekend Contact Number lfor notification):

Perspective Sheets:

Organization

publicAeenci", Chicago Park District

Name

Adam Schwerner

Telephoney'e-mail

adam.schwerner@chicagoparkdistrict.com

Arch itecVDesiqner

Developer

Professional Consultant Green Slate DeveloÞment Jason Feldman jfeldman @ g reenslatedev.com

Communitv Croup

orher Growing Power Youth Corps Member Jerome Lawson lawson.jerome 1 9 @yahoo.com

Chicago Housing Authority Linda J, Kaiser lkaiser@thecha.org
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PROJECT AT-A.GLANCE
Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. lf the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each
answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

NOTE: This sheet and a selected image will be sent to the Committee in advance.

lron Street Urban Farm
Proiect Name

A..ress 3333 South lron Street c.itv/State/7tp Chicago, lL 60608

1 . Cive a brief overview of the project.

Growing Power is a national nonprofit organization and land trust supporting people from diverse backgrounds, and
the environments ¡n which they live, by helping to provide equal access to healthy, high-quality, safe and affordable
food for people in all communities. Growing Power implements this mission by providing hands-on training,
on-the-ground demonstration, outreach and technical assistance through the development of Community Fooc
Systems that help people grow, process, market and distribute food in a sustainable manner. Growing Power's
newest site is the lron Street Urban Farm, located in Chicago's Bridgeport neighborhood. lt is located on a
seven-acre old industrial warehouse that has been abandoned for nearly ten years. Growing Power has taken this
property that was previously inactive and nearly non-existent to the surrounding community and transformed it into
something positive and highly productive. lron Street Urban Farm has the vision to "grow" healthy soil (compost) and
energy, using closed-loop ecological practices in order to produce local, healthy, and sustainable food year-round
for Chicago. The finished site will include 10 hoop houses to grow fresh produce year-round; 5 aquaponics systems,
which willproduce healthy mercury-free fish;vermicomposting; small ruminant husbandry, which will include
chickens, ducks and rabbits; urban apiary;green roof production;verticalfarming; a community kitchen;various
renewable energy systems including solar and anaerobic digestion; and training and employment of at-risk youth
from surrounding public housing communities. This site will provide our youth with more advanced and
comprehensive training in sustainable urban agriculture. The inclusion of renewable energy systems will provide
students with further training and hands-on experience in a rapidly growing industry. Youth working at this site are
already incorporating healthier eating habits into their daily lives and back to their families and communities.

2.Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence ? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the
urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project developmenÇ new and creative approaches to urban
issues; design qual ity.)

One of the most current and pressing issues in urban environments has been food security and access. Upon
completion, this site will be the first of its kind in the City of Chicago. lt is taking the current model for urban farms
and community gardens in the city and taking it to the next level. Occupying a once-abandoned warehouse allows
the site to utilize both indoor and outdoor growing systems on a much larger scale.

This will allow for substantial food production that will be distributed all around Chicago with a focus on
food-insecure communities. lron Street Urban Farm will highlight all of the innovative closed'loop ecolog¡cal growing
systems that have been developed and perfected in Growing Power's headquarters in Milwaukee with a strong
focus on aquaponics systems, hoop houses for year round food production, and vertical farming.

The síte will provide a highly functíoning example of a successful urban farm the community can learn from. Daily
tours and monthly workshops will be made available to the public. lndividuals will have the opportunity to learn first
hand how to build an aquaponics system, harvest and preserve their crops, or begin planning their own farm or
sustainable agriculture business enterprise.

Ultimately, Growing Power seeks to create a skilled and motivated workforce that will further expand this growing
market. Located right next to the Chicago River, lron Street Urban Farm will be the first to take advantage of this
naturaltransportation medium to distribute fresh produce to areas such as downtown Chicago and the Chicago
Housing Authority operated Lathrop Homes public housing community.

Growing Power is already in the process of developing other innovative programs to get healthy food options into
the communitíes that need it most. The Center for Urban Transformatíon, for example, is collaborating with Growíng
Power to create a "green carts" program, a mobile fresh food distribution cart, that will be incorporated into
low-income neighborhoods. lron Street Urban Farm will become a hub for localorganizations and activists to come
together and continue collaborating on issues regarding food, health, environment, health, and economic
development.
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PROJECT DESCRTPTTON

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be Çped or written directly on the forms. lf the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each
answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

1 . Describe the underlying values and goals of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project?

The goals of lron Street Urban Farm include:
1) To increase urban communities' sustainability by establishing a community food center that generates
compost and vermicompost to be used city-wide to develop gardens, farms, and sustainable landscapes.
2) To employ and train at-risk youth (14-24 years old) in sustainable agriculture and community food system
development.
3) To partner with other food entities on síte, to amplify econom¡c opportunities and create a "one-stop"
destination for local agriculture in Chicago.
4) To improve the income and nutrit¡on of urban residents by improving the quality and quantity of fresh,
affordable, and h¡gh quality produce and other basic food staples year-round.
Our Vision:
lnspiring communit¡es to build sustainable food systems that are equitable and ecologically sound, creating a just
world, one food-secure community at a time.
The values of our organization are centered around the idea that all people regardless of race, class, age,
gender, etc. have the right to high quality, local - "good food". The CEO of Growing Power, lnc. Will Allen has
coined the phrase, "the Good Food Revolution", with the underlying idea that when people have good food,
many of the determinates of poverty are alleviated. Additionally, Growing Power believes in working from the
ground up, beginning with local resources, and inputs and building the infrastructures for community food
systems based on what is available. With each cycle building more sophisticated systems, owned and operated
by the communities in which they are located. One of largest obstacles Growing Power has had to face in the
ongoing development of this project has been workíng with the city to obtain the necessary zoning permits for
the farm. This has required much time and patience. Much work with various City departments has been
accomplished to recommend and establish new policy to further ass¡st the process of establishing the site. lron
Street Urban Farm is becoming a precedent for future urban agricultural sites in Chicago to follow. lnspiring
these city-wide changes is connected with the long term vision for the project in that it is making future
replication of such models more attainable. E

2. Briefly describe the project's urban context. How has the project impacted the local community? Who does the project serve? How
many people are served by the project?

lron Street Urban Farm is located in an unlikely place to grow food. Residing in the hearl of the City's old
industrial district, this urban farm is bringing life back to an area of the city that has been widely neglected for
years. The site has already provided job opportunities to low-income residents from the surrounding area. During
the summer of 2010, 40 youth from the Wentworth Gardens public housing community were employed and
trained in local food system development. Poverty levels in this community range trom 47.3-60.30/o ãnd there are
very limited options for the residents to purchase fresh food. Their duties included clearing the area of debris,
creating garden beds, constructing compost bins and hoop greenhouses, as well as painting and designing a
mural for the farm. They also engaged in community-building games, journal writing, group discuss¡ons, and
healthy food preparation. As the site enters the fall and winter, 10 youth have continued on to work on the site
and another 10 adults from the Altgeld Gardens community, a 19O-acre housing p@ect located on the far
southeast side of Chicago, will be working on farm development and maintenance as well. Altgeld Gardens is
one of the most isolated communities in the city where 4O/" of the residents live of annual incomes under
$10,000 and there is not access to a single grocery store within the entire complex. Youth from our after-school
programming from communities such as Cabrini-Green, North and South Lawndale, and Garfield Park have also
utilized the site to engage in such training and beehive construction. By the summer ol2O11, we anticipate
having provided jobs to over 150 undeserved individuals and hope to increase the number of opportunities as the
farm becomes more established. Growing Power will also be hosting a series of workshops in 2011, which will
benefit up to 240 community members interested in pursuing sustainable urban agriculture. Tours and volunteer
opportunities will allow individuals from Chicago and beyond to directly participate in the daily activities of an
urban farm. Growing Power will also run a year-round on-site fresh food market as well as a Farm-to-City Market
Basket pick up location to further distribute healthy food to surrounding households, hospitals, restaurants, and
other businesses. Ultimately, lron Street Urban Farm has the potential to impact thousands annually.

I
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3. Describe the key elements of the development process/ including community participation where appropriate.

Working with a property that has been abandoned for nearly a decade has greatly influenced the development
process of the project. Much time and work has been devoted to addressing necessary infrastructure needs to
ensure the safety and stability of the building. This has also included prepping the land to make it suitable to grow
healthy food. Weeks were spent clearing the space of debris and clay was used to create a protective layer on
the soil to ensure that no lead or toxins from years of industry are able to infiltrate into the compost we lay on top
of it. Much of the development process has included collaboration with city officials to work on policy restrictions
we encountered, especially regarding localzoning laws. Growing Power has also been working closely with
Chicago Housing Authority to recruit individuals to participate in the site's training programs. Chicago Housing
Authority has greatly contributed to the expansion of Growing Power's programs and services to the Chícago
metropolitan area. Youth Corp members from the Wentworth Gardens Housing and Adult members of a
transitional jobs program via CHA and UCAN will be workíng with Growing Power's staff to develop a plan for the
overall development of the site and community outreach.
Our development is two fold: the neccesary agricultural infrastructure being developed and the operating plan
that will be responsive to the communities we are serving with our programs, and our economic opportunities to
market our produce, products and services. This development strategy is geared toward economic sustainability
and providing living wage- permanent employment for'challenging'to employ populations.

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square foot costs where applicable.

Growing Power has been in contact with both federal and private funders to get lron Street Urban Farm started. lt
has already received support from the Department of Environment to assist with the necessary permit applications
for the farm and it's compost operations, However, a major driving force in the project's development has been
in-kind contributions.

Chicago Housing Authority- $165,000
Department of Environment- $1 00,000
George Marks, Mark lV Realty- $216,000 (in-kind, 2010-2012)
Jason Feldman, G reenSlate Development- $75,000 ( in-kind, 201 O-20 1 2\
GlobalGiving- $4,650

ls the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? ls the model adaptable to other urban settings?

Yes, lron Street Urban Farm is both unique and addressing significant urban issues. As previously noted, food
security, diet-related diseases, and lack of economic opportunity are all pressing issues in low-income
neighborhoods, especially Chicago's south and west sides. These areas are also plagued with abandoned
buildings and vacant land. lt is estimated that there are between 70,000-80,000 vacant lots in Chicago alone.
This property could be utilized to grow soil, food, energy, jobs, and community. Although this idea has been
explored and discussed, little action has been done in utilizing this land to grow substantial amounts of food for
underserved communities with little or no fresh food access. lron Street Urban Farm will be able to not only
provide healthy food options to surrounding communities, but train individuals, especially youth, from these
low-income areas to become leaders in the emerging good food revolution.

This project was developed and designed with the intention to be modeled and replicated in other urban settings.
Growing Power is devoted to providing technicalassistance and training oppoftunities to groups seeking to create
community food centers in their neighborhoods. This farm will serve as an interactive classroom for individuals to
learn how to recreate these low-cost growing systems back home, wherever that may be. The successes lron
Street Urban Farm is currently displaying with local policy change will also have a great impact on the ability for
other organizations and community members to create and execute projects with similar missions.

E
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all guestions should be typed or written directly on the forms. lf the forms are not
used and answers are Çped on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

Name Jerome Lawson îìtle Youth Corps Member

GrowinoPower , ,773, 414-8008( )rçAnt7âltõn eleonone t ,

Actctress 265 West 37th Street citv/StatezrP 
chicago' lL 60609

Faxl) E_mail 
lawson.jeromel9@yahoo.com

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the

application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

Sisnarure JefOme LaWSOn ffiffiitr**nÞffi1seFtu-.È* Da'- 12l9l1o

'L What role did you play in the development of this project?

I picked up and recycled garbage in the area during the first couple of weeks. I did many other things to make the
area clean such as laying down wood chips and picking weeds, moving tires and also built a barr¡er out of clay and
cut down trees and made worn b¡ns.

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible.

I think the project had a great impact on the community, because a lot of teens were involved and I think it gave
everybody a little direction in the¡r own way. I also think everybody that was a part of the project learned some new
things, I know I have. During this project it taught everyone a lot, it taught us how to get along with new people, how
to act while at work place, and it even taught us healthy habits from eat¡ng right all the way to washing your hands
when its appropriate.

-)
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3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Díd you participate in making them?

We were taught how to get along with each othêr to complete the job that was assigned and how to communicate on
the job. lt was a group etfort made at the end of the day to discuss what happened during the day, with the thorns
and roses task.
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be Çped or written directly on the fonns. lf the forms are not
used and answen are typ€d on a separate page each answer must be preceded by úre question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

Name Linda J. Kaiser ïtle Executive Vice President, Resident Services

Telephone (312 I 93$2620

Address 60 E Van Buren, 10th floor crv/staterztP 
chicago' lL 60605

p^* ( 312 
)93ï2621 E_mail 

lkaiser@thecha.org

Ihe undersigned grants dre Bruner permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for
any purpose whatsoever, submitted. The warranb that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the
application and all and to grant and permissions.

1. What role did you of $is project?

Through its partnership with Growing Power, the Chicago Housing Auhori$ (CHA) has leveraged grant funding and
other support for the lron Street Urban Farm, which is located near Wentworh Gardens, a trad¡tional family public
housing development. CHA's contribution has included wages and support seruices for40 CHA youth who were
employed at the farm this summer. Six of these youth have continued working through the fall and CHA hopes to
support rnore ¡n the future. CHA also provided materials for the farm as part of the summer program.

2. Describe úre impact that tris project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible.

This project has benefrted public housing residents and their neighborhood and prom¡ses to æntinue to bring
high4uality education, training and employment opportunities as well as fresh food to this underserved community.

Growing Power prov¡ded the participating youth with a uníque and transformative work experience where they
leamed about urban food systems, green jobs, agribusiness and nuúition while gaining work e)çerience at the fiarm.
The benefits for CHA residents in terms of economic and youth development have been significant, and we are
confident tñat these benefits will continue.

We continue to work wilh Growing Power at lron Street to epand job taining opportunit¡es and fresh food access to
public housing residents. Residents work¡ng at the Altgeld Gardens site have been able to take advantage of the
lron Street facility for furfter green job training and work experience; we are working to ensure that more res¡dents
have this opportunity in the tuture as well.



OTH ER PERSPECTIVE co*r'or

3.What trad+offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you participate in making them?

j, nnnough there may have been trade-ofb and compromisqs due to technical constraints on the irnplementation side
of the project, we were not direcüy involved in those. Our contribution to the project was constrained by the available
funding, both in terms of the nurnber of participants we were able to ernploy at the site and the time period duñng
which funding was available. We were notified that we had received the grant funding for the lron Street program in
July, and the grant-tunded activities needed to be completed by September 30. lt was a challenge to recruit youth
and estiablish a positive experience for them in this time frame, espedally considering that many of üe youth started
scttool in August. However, due to the resources at the site and the hard work and dedication of Growíng Power
working with our case management servic,e provider, the youth were quickly and fully engaged and had an
outstanding opportunÍty to work and leam on an urban farm. ln addition, Growing Power has continued to employ the
most exemplary youth workers beyond the lenn of the grant.

4. What do you consider to be the the most and least successful aspects of this project?

As noted above, the least successful aspect of the project was the time frame that defined our initial involvement.
The youth summer program was valuable for all involved, but it could have been much more effective if the funding
timeline had allowed for a more sustained program for the youth.

The most successft¡l aspect of the project has been the extensive groundwork that has been laid for future
programming and resources. Even during the winter, the lron Street Farm is serving the nearby community,
including public housing residents. And plans are underway to take full advantage of the site next summer and into
the fr¡ture, employing community members, provid¡ng them with education and career paths in highgrowth sectors,
and supplying them with much-needed fresh, localfood.
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PROFESSIONAL CONSU LTANT PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. lf the forms are not

used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

This sheet is to be filled out by a professional who worked as a consultant on the project providing services other than physical design

or planning (e.g., legal services).

Name Jason Feldman ïtle President

773 710-2204GreenSlate Development

Address 1372 Nórth Clybourn Avenue, #602 Civ/stateztp Chicago, lL 60614

l-ax I I E_mail 
jfeldman@greenslatedev.com

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authoriÇ to submit the

application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.

s¡gnature Jâsoh Feldman Dare 12logl201o

1 . What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project?

I have been actively involved in the development of lron Street Urban Farm since the summer of 2009 when the
initial planning of the site began. Specifically, I have been researching various renewable energy and energy
efficiency initiatives for the lron Street Urban Farm and cûordinating the necessary steps to implement these
systems into the site. These have included conducting meetings and site visits with local green architects and
renewable energy experts such as the Midwest Energy Etficiency Alliance (MEEA), Chicago-based photovoltaic

manufacturers, and other collaborative partnerships to help expand operat¡ons. I have also assisted Growing Power
staff in researching various funding opportunities for the farm.

2. Describe the project's impact on its community. Please be as specific as possible'

Even while the project is still in the beginning stages of implementation, it has already employed and trained over 40
youth from the local Wentworth Gardens public housing community. When I come onto the site, I see what these
youth are capable of achieving when given the opportunity. Growing Power and the lron Street Urban Farm facility
have given underserved youth opportunities to learn and acquire skills that will benefit them in the future. These

' opportunities will further expand as the farm becomes more establ¡shed. ln addition to teaching youth how to build
and maintain and urban farm, we are also teaching nutrítion and healthy eating habits. Many of these teens have

been raised on fast food due to the lack of access to fresh fruits and vegetables. The lron Street Urban Farm is

helping to prevent diet-related illnesses such as diabetes and heart disease that are currently plaguing low'income
urban communities. Finally, providing youth with this training also encourages them to bring back this knowledge to

their families and communities,a subsequent benefit that is just as significant.
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PROFESSIONAL CONSU LTANT PERSPECTIVE (coN'D)

3. How might this project be instructive to others in your profession?

The lron Street Farm will provide an excellent opportunity to demonstrate how sustainable initiatives can enhance
the long-term health of not only the community and environment, but also create opportunities for businesses.

The current economic downturn has eroded many tradilional business models; forcing many companies to evolve
and think creatively. The lron Street Farm is a perfect example of how a developer can take an other-wise vacant
site, and turn it into a lucrative and resourceful community asset. Additionally, society, government and customers
are pressuring businesses to act in an environmentally responsible way. lron Street Farm will be a model to
organizations looking to adapt to such changing demands by providing a "one stop shop" for companies to view such
green technologies as solar panels, composting, and growing food in an urban environment. The experience of
businesses that have already adopted sustainable working practices indicates that energy efficiency can lead to
significant cost savþgs, which means their business can become leaner and more etficient. Finally, lron Street
demonstrates to those seeking altruistic opportunities that change is possible. lron Street employs at-risk youth and
adults from public housing communities to teach them to be self-sufficient and encourage nutritious eating habits.

The lron Street Farm provides a hands-on model for business and professionals to think creatively, explore how
urban agriculture and sustainable practices can increase their bottom line, and benefit at-risk communities.

4. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project?

One of the is most inspiring aspects of this project, and Growing Power's operations as a whole, is how
comprehensive the site is and the range of sustainable initiatives that are taking place. The lron Street Urban Farm
is not only growing organic vegetables, it is also composting large quantities of food waste into nutrient rich soil,
raising fish in closed-loop systems, incorporating renewable energy systems, providing technical assistance to other
organizations, engaging and educating the localcommunity,and providing training to underserved populations. lron
Street Urban Farm will truly becone a one-stop destination for Chicago's local food needs and urban agriculture
education. I believe that this project will set a precedent for the development of urban agriculture in Chicago and
beyond. The inclusion of vertical farming, renewable energy, and aquaponics systems in urban spaces are concepts
the general public is just starting to become aware of, yet Growing Power has been successfully putting these ideas
in to action for many years. They have the expertise and passion to make this once abandoned and unproductive
piece of industrial property into a main attraction for the City of Chicago.

As with most projects, timelines do not always move as quickly as planned. The lron Street Farm is the first of its
kind in Chicago and it has taken time to educate city officials on the benefits of our project. We have been working
hand-in-hand with city leaders to use The lron Street Farm as a test case for updating zoning and other ordinances
to properly accommodate the multitude of activities that occur on an urban farm. This education process, while
ppsitive and necessary, has slowed the pace of scaling-up certain aspects of the project. While at times challenging
i[will ultimately lead to greener and more sustainable urban planning in Chicago.

)

ø



) 201'.1
RUDY BRUNERAWARD

PUBLICAGENCY
PERSPECTIVE

o
E



PU BLIC ACENCY PERSPECTIVE

Please answer questions in space provided. Answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. lf the forms are not
used and answers are typed on a separate page. each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of
each answer should be limited to the area provided on the original form.

Thís sheet is to be filled out by a staff representat¡ve of a public agency directly involved ín the financing, design review, or public approvals
that affected this project.

Nu,n" Adam Schwemer ïtle Director, Department of Natural Resources

ori:anization Chicago Park District

Address 541 N. Fairbanks Court

rax t 312 | 742 5349

Telel,hgne (312 
J

p Chicago, !L 60611

¡ adam.schwerner@chicagoparkdi
permission to use,,.réprf uce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for

The appl rr¡hts that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the
and to grant these andTþerm issions.

t ,..2'\__ D¡tu 11129110

1 . What role did your agency play in the development of this project? Describe any requirements made of this project by your agency
(e.g., zoning, public participation, public benefis, impact statements).

The Chicago Park District has been a partner with Growing Power in a number of important and impactful ventures
on Park District lands. We have worked together to install, mainta¡n and harvest an organ¡c grown ornamental
vegetable garden in the Grant Park. Thís is the city's front yard and just steps from the Buckingham Fountain. The
mesage: lf we can do this here, you can do it in your yard/community/terrace.
A second farm project on the South Lakefront has allowed us to expand the conversatíon about the potential to
grow food here in the city.
While the CPD is in the business of providing recreational space to the city's population, we are not set up to
provide the kind of management required to create and manage large urban farms. Growing Power has partnered
with us to provide this work and has done so in a consistently superlative fashion.
The CPD is involved with the lron Street project only peripherally. The work that Growing Power has been doing
with the CPD has acted a a ladder in the progression towards this wonderful project.

2. How was this pro.ject intended to benefit your city? What trade-offs and compromises were required to implement the project? How
did your agency part¡c¡pate in making them?

It is clear that: There is a need within Chicago for more opportunities and looations for urban farming. That there is
a need for more folks to learn how to farm. That, because there is an estimated organic vegetable market within
Chicago of over $30 million, there is a demand for more produclion within the city of organic vegetables.
It is clear that there are a great number of opportunities within our waste stream to capture material for use and
lessen the load on our landfills.
Allof these issues begin to be aggressively responded to by the lron Street project.

l9



PU B LIC ACENCY PERSPECTIVE (CONT,D)

3. Describe the projectt impact on your city. Please be as specific as possible.

) Please see above.

4. Did this project result in new models of public/prÍvaæ partnerships? Are there aspects of this proiect that would be instructive to
agencies like yours in other cities?

This project utr:lizes poorly ulilized prime space in a productive and impactful way. Th¡s projec,twill provide an
opportunity for those of us who rnanage public lands to leam how best to create programs lhat are far reachîng
and provide our cornmunities with a furtherance of self reliance.
This kind of program is what cities wÍll have to do to survive. There is no question that sites like this one exisl in
every city. lt just takes an inspired step ¡n the right direction to show that was to others, Growing Power has taken
that step in Chicago and its work should be supported.

.)B

5. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of tlris project?

Most I know from the work that Growing Power has done that this project is going to be a sucæssful one" ln
Milwaukee and ín Chicago, Growing Power creates prograrns that are product¡ve, Ímpactful and lead the way.

Least Only time will tell.
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lron street urban Farm was featured
on WTTW's 'Chicago Tonight"
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Phase I

¡ Hoop Green House lnstalled
o Border Landscaping
¡ ln-Vessel Composting
. Outdoor Classroom Space
. Office Upgrades

¡ Outdoor

T/

Growing Power, Inc - Chicago Office I Iron Street Farm & Organic Waste Processing Facility


	Project Information
	Project Data
	Project at-a-Glance
	Project Description

	Perspectives
	Other Perspective
	Other Perspective
	Professional Consultant Perspective
	Public Agency Perspective

	Visuals

