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A.  The Byway Experience 
 
For many years, the roads of the Southtowns of Erie County have held silent witness to the 
area’s rich heritage, stunning scenic viewsheds, and wide range of recreational and 
cultural activities.  The Western New York (WNY) Southtowns Scenic Byway aims to turn 
these best-kept secrets into some of the most celebrated attractions of the region while 
preserving the quiet rural character of the Byway communities. Having embraced the 
prospect of designation as an official New York State Scenic Byway, the communities of 
the Byway study area stand eager to celebrate, protect, and refine the common  
experiences of the Southtowns which have been captured in this study. 

The 50-mile byway route is a combination of 
two Federal roads, three State roads, and 
one local road. If driven clockwise, the route 
runs from US 219 east along US 20A to Aurora, 
south along Mill Road to NYS 240, south along 
NYS 240 through Colden to NYS 39, where the 
route heads west through the Village of 
Springville and back north through Concord 
and Boston via US 219 or NYS 277. 

The Byway area features such regional  
attractions as the Roycroft Campus, Scoby 
Dam, and the expansive Chestnut Ridge 
Park, and is the historic home of several  
famous figures such as Pop Warner and 
Millard Fillmore. The view from the Byway  
features rolling farmland and vernacular  
architecture, while well-stocked fishing 
streams and critical wildlife habitats are hid-
den just beyond view. The combined effect 
of these features provides a rich visual experi-
ence for those traveling through the Byway. 

U.S. 219 (View north in the Town of Boston) 

Heinrich Road Farm in Boston 

Waterfall,  Town of Colden 
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The historic communities along the Byway  
corridor – the Towns of Orchard Park, Aurora, 
Boston, Colden, and Concord and the Villages 
of East Aurora, Orchard Park and Springville –  
represent the legacies of the original settle-
ments that were established by the first wave of 
westward migration within the United States. 
These Towns and Villages have kept much of 
their heritage intact over the last two centuries; 
from the Town borders defined by Joseph Elli-
cott to the railroad tracks and depots that re-
veal the regions mighty industrial history. 
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The purpose of the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway Nomination Study is to 
assemble an inventory of the historic, recreational, and natural features of the byway 
route, and to subsequently develop recommendations to both protect and share these 
intrinsic qualities. It is on these roads that most visitors enter, experience, and enjoy the 
area’s scenery, recreational and cultural activities, and history. At the same time, the 
study promotes a public road system that is safe and accessible for all levels and types of 
traffic that will utilize it. 

B.  Themes, Vision, and Goals 
 
Themes 
The Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway’s larger theme, “Heritage to the Hills”  
Encompasses two more specific themes. The ‘heritage’ draws on the great history of the 
Southtowns, from the Erie and Seneca Nations to the pioneers of the 18th century, to the 
birth of the Arts and Crafts movement in the midst of the region’s industrialization.  The ‘hills’ 
speak to the Byway’s location at the foothills of the Allegheny Mountains, where the terrain 
rises from the flatlands of Orchard Park to the hills of Boston.  
 
The cultural and historical inventories in Volume One further explore the ‘heritage’ of the 
Byways. The Roycroft Campus and its historic Inn, located in the Village of East Aurora,  
exemplifies the cultural amenities of the Byway. Historic features found in the area include 
many preserved railways and train stations, such as the Buffalo and Susquehanna, running 
through the Town of Boston. Many other historical sites reflect the quest for religious  
freedom that accompanied the early settlements of the Southtowns. 
 
The ‘hills’ of the Southtowns interlace functional recreational sites with nature’s bounty.  The 
area serves as an outstanding four-season center for recreation, offering skiing on the 
slopes in Colden, NFL games at Ralph Wilson Stadium outside the Village of Orchard Park, 
fishing in Cazenovia Creek in Concord, and horseback riding at Knox Farm State Park in 
Aurora. Visitors to the byway can enjoy scenic vistas and a range of wildlife, as many parks 
such as the expansive Chestnut Ridge Park in the Town of Orchard Park offer an escape to 
nature. The agriculture of the Southtowns offer yet another interpretation of the ‘hills’, with 
roadside vegetable stands a common occurrence on the roads of the Byway. The area 
also features several Farmers’ Markets, such as the one in the Village of Springville, which 
bring the community together. 
 
Vision Statement 
As one of New York State’s best kept secrets, the Western New York Southtowns Scenic By-
way seeks to better utilize the tremendous resources that the area has to offer. The vision is 
to create a mechanism for supporting knowledge, economy, and preservation of the local 
community and its many intrinsic qualities.  Obtaining byway recognition will allow for the 
enhancement and  marketing of the  region’s many attractions and events: thereby pro-
moting tourism, fostering community pride, and providing opportunities for sustainable 
economic development. 
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Goals 
The development of recommendations for the study was guided by the following goals: 

 
• Identify, maintain and enhance the scenic, historic, and natural features along the 

rural roads. 
 
• Support a vital year-round economy for the Southtowns, particularly tourism-related, 

and agricultural-related enterprises. 
 
• Provide safe and easy access to the central Southtowns’ historic, recreational, and 

natural features for pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicles, and others. 
 
• Through education and outreach, foster community awareness, participation and 

support on the need for resource protection and preservation. 
 
• Provide guidance to municipalities for managing and shaping future development. 
 
• Promote a high quality of life and positive image of the Southtowns’ communities. 

C.  Celebrating Intrinsic Qualities 
 
The resources relating to scenic, natural, recreational, cultural and historic resources found 
along the roadways are what the National Scenic Byways program uses to evaluate roads 
for scenic designation, and this same framework has been utilized in this study to analyze 
the intrinsic qualities of the Byway area. These resources are collectively known as intrinsic 
qualities, and are documented in Volume One: Resource Inventory. Definitions for each of 
these qualities are described below. Each section’s numeral is cited in parentheses, and a 
listing of each section is included in the Table of Contents at the beginning of the study. 

Recreational Quality (I) 
Recreational quality involves outdoor recreational  
activities directly associated with and dependent 
upon the natural and cultural elements of a  
roadway’s landscape. The recreational activities  
provide opportunities for active and passive  
recreational experiences such as skiing, bicycling, 
fishing, and hiking. Some of these activities may 
be seasonal, yet the overall experience of the  
byway can be enjoyed year round. Primary  
examples along the WNY Southtowns Scenic  
Byways include ski resorts, prime hunting/fishing 
spots, and  the 1213 acre Chestnut Ridge Park.  Winter Fun (Tubing at Kissing Bridge ski resort) 
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Cultural Quality (I) 
Cultural quality refers to the evidence and expression of a people’s customs or traditions. 
Cultural features – including crafts, music, dance, festivals, speech, food, special events, 
and vernacular architecture – are currently practiced with great pride and artistic integ-
rity by the citizens of these towns and villages. Annual gatherings such as the Quaker Arts 
Festival in Orchard Park have remained a staple of the region’s cultural scene.  
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Historic Quality (II) 
Historic quality reflects the legacy of 
the region’s people and include build-
ings, sites or settlement patterns that 
can be inventoried, mapped, and in-
terpreted. Each of these historical fea-
tures should possess integrity of loca-
tion, design, setting, material, work-
manship, feeling, and association. The 
Southtowns of the  
Niagara Frontier have a rich collection 
of such historical attributes, ranging 
from the rustic craftsmanship of the 
Quaker Meeting House in Orchard Park 
to the Scoby Dam in Springville.  

The Original Roycroft Campus Coppersmith Shop 

The Scoby Dam (During flood season, the old dam 
bows to raging rapids) 

Natural Quality (III) 
Natural features include geological  
formations, fossils, landforms, water  
bodies, vegetation, and wildlife. These 
natural jewels scattered throughout the 
realm of the byway system reveal little to 
no signs of disturbance, despite the  
human activity surrounding them. For  
example, Route 219 provides access to 
the nearby Zoar Valley State Multiple Use 
Area, a wild and scenic gorge with old 
growth forests, 300-foot cliffs, and  
whitewater rafting for thrill seekers.  

Agricultural Quality (III) 
The many farms of the Byways area boast the products of the region’s rich soil and  
temperate climate which allows for a range of farming activities. Agricultural features 
include active farms as well as land which has been preserved in Agricultural Districts 
(may or may not feature active farms). Features also include trade and tourism related 
to farming, such as farm/plant tours, roadside produce stands, and farmers markets. 
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D.  Protecting the Investment 
 
The value of the sizable public investment in the 
road system of the Southtowns’ communities ex-
tends beyond the purely transportation-related 
benefits they offer. Just beginning to truly develop 
in recent years, the region’s growing tourism indus-
try has the potential to increase substantially.  This 
is, of course, if the investment is properly pro-
tected, managed, and marketed.  Volume Two: 
Corridor Management Plan provides the means for  
protecting this investment, and the seven sections 
of the Plan are outlined below.  
 
Needs Assessment (VI) 
The first step towards managing a Byway involves 
a critical analysis of its needs. These needs can be 
grouped into three categories: functional needs of 
users, physical roadway needs, and the needs of 
the roadways’ intrinsic qualities. 
 
Within the Byway, some roads have been altered 
to accommodate traffic and safety concerns, and 
new housing challenges the rustic character of the 
area. These developments have the potential to 
harm sensitive environmental features and reduce 
scenic and cultural values associated with the 
Southtowns.  

Well preserved church in Colden Hamlet 

Study Overview 
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Scenic Quality (V) 
Scenic quality describes the visual experience of the byway system’s natural and man-
made elements. The characteristics of the Southtowns’ natural landscape are strikingly 
diverse, reflecting the varying topography of the area. Man-made scenery within the 
Southtowns is equally diverse because the history of the area has been so well preserved. 
All elements of the landscape (e.g. landform, water, vegetation, and man-made devel-
opment) contribute to the quality of a roadway corridor’s visual experience.  

Transportation Characteristics (IV) 
The roadways of the study area are the foundation of the WNY Southtowns Scenic  
Byway, as they provide access to all of its other intrinsic qualities. The Transportation  
Characteristics section includes a description, delineation, and classification of each 
roadway as well as a report of the maintenance and traffic conditions of each road. 
Connections to other roads, trailways, and destinations are analyzed, and a prospectus 
on planned roadway projects is included. 
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Cycling the Rails  (Mountain-bikers take advantage of the abandoned 
scenic railroads in the Town of Concord) 
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Public Participation (VII) 
The success of the Byway will be dependent on its use by local residents, as well as their 
feedback and participation. The participation of the steering committee thus far has 
shown the power of individual involvement in this project, and its value moving forward. 
In that spirit, several suggestions for educating and encouraging public involvement in 
the Byway are detailed in section seven. 
 
Tourism Development Plan (VIII) and Tour Loops (X) 
As a primary motivator behind byway designation, tourism offers a community the 
chance to share its greatest intrinsic assets with the rest of the world. In developing a 
marketable Byway, it will be important to celebrate the novel offerings of the area in a 
way that is easily understandable and immediately attractive to the visitor. These two 
sections devoted to tourism provide suggested tour packages which can be expanded 
upon. For clarity, the packages are arranged by both physical and thematic similarities. 

Roadway Improvements (IX) 
Gauging current and future 
roadway needs is a process 
which requires considerable 
diligence, attention to detail 
and flexibility. In an effort to 
stay within the scope of this 
Nomination Study, route 240 
was analyzed and used as a 
deign template for roadway 
improvements. This template 
should be used as a guide 
towards further analysis and  
planning of physical invest-
ment within the Southtowns 
Scenic Byway. 

Stewardship (XI) 
The Byway, like an significant community initiative, will benefit greatly from clearly defined 
organizational management and prudent fiscal stewardship. Section eleven suggests the 
establishment of a not-for-profit Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc. in order 
to properly manage the Byway. The section outlines steps towards creating and managing 
the corporation, and suggests outside resources which will aid the goals of the Byway. 
 
The Signage Plan (XII) 
The Southtowns Scenic Byway would not be complete without a means of wayfinding. 
One of the simplest, yet one of the most crucial aspects of a successful byway is a system 
of clear, recognizable signs to identify the Byway and its related features. A complete  
signage plan will include signs that identify the Byway and its communities, direct the  
traveler to individual destinations, and interpret the features of the area. 
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E.  Benefits of the Scenic Byways Program 
 
The purpose of designating routes is not only to display the historic character and natural 
beauty of the Southtowns’ communities, but also to allow them to take an active role in 
protecting their own resources, simultaneously creating new economic development  
opportunities along the corridor. Specifically, the benefits of a byway designation can be 
divided into five broad categories:  recognition, interpretation assistance, promotion and 
marketing, planning for preservation, and technical assistance. 

Obtaining Recognition 
The recognition of a route by local and regional leaders, and the NYSDOT, will  
undoubtedly foster the area’s local pride. While only designated roads will be marked 
with the New York Scenic Byways logo, the entire region will benefit from this recognition. 
The logo may also be used on state transportation maps to identify each designated  
byway and intrigue travelers to explore the different aspects of the corridor. In addition, 
New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), and other state agencies may 
produce marketing materials that showcase all the area’s many attractions. 

Interpretation Assistance  
Scenic byways are gateways to New York's 
past. The buildings and landscapes along this 
corridor tell the compelling stories of the peo-
ple who have lived and thrived among its hills 
and valley streams. From the Eries to the Quak-
ers, the Southtowns of Erie County are fused 
with a rich history. Local byway organizers will 
research and interpret their stories in order to 
make them accessible and interesting to visi-
tors. Upon designation, the New York Scenic 
Byways Program will be available to provide 
local groups with on-site technical assistance 
to interpret each unique section of the byway. 

Promoting and Marketing 
The New York Scenic Byways Program is linked to other promotional efforts throughout 
the state. The I Love New York advertising program may feature attractions along desig-
nated scenic byways, and New York State agencies may work with local groups to help 
develop their resources. In addition, businesses along designated corridors may also be 
permitted to use the New York Scenic Byways logo in their promotional materials. 
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Training and Technical Assistance 
The NYSDOT will work with the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Steering Committee, and 
later the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Association to help localities through the Scenic 
Byways designation process and during implementation of the program.  



WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Nomination Study 

 

ix 
Study Overview 

F.  Outline of the Byway Loop 
 
The Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway is located approximately twelve miles 
southeast from the City of Buffalo in the heart of Erie County.  The five main roads of the 
byway connect five rural Towns, three historic Village centers, and number of hamlets — 
creating a loop that encircles the Boston Hills portion of the Appalachian foothills.   
 
The main loop is 50.2 miles, and an alternative route (US 277) takes the traveler through the 
center of the Byway area. Beginning and ending in the northwest corner of the byway at 
the US 219 / US 20A interchange in the Town of Orchard Park and moving clockwise, the 
main and alternate Byway segments are laid out as such: 
 
US Route 20A 
Starting in the Town of Orchard Park, travel east for 3.6 miles. Entering the Town of Aurora, 
continue traveling east for 3.4 miles until intersection with Mill Road, turning right. 
 
Mill Road 
In the Town of Aurora travel southwest for 4.6 miles; road will become NYS Route 240. 
 
NYS Route 240 
Travel south for 2.1 miles in the Town of Aurora, and another 7 miles through the Town of 
Colden. Entering the Town of Concord, the route will continue south for 7.3 miles. Once in 
the Village of Springville, turn right onto NYS 39  
 
NYS Route 39 
Passing west through the Village of Springville for 2.6 miles, turn right onto US Route 219. 
 
US Route 219 
Head northwest out of the Village of Springville and through the Town of Concord for 8.1 
miles and north through the Town of Boston for 6.5 miles. Continuing for 5 miles in the Town 
of Orchard Park will bring the driver full circle to US Route 20A.  
 
Alternate Route 
An alternate route of approximately 21miles has also been designated through the middle 
of the byway loop.  This is to provide visitors, especially hikers and bicyclists, with access to 
a more pedestrian friendly and rustic route through the heart of  historic Erie County.  The 
alternate route also allows for the incorporation of the expansive Chestnut Ridge Park and 
its many seasonal amenities into the Byway.   
 
NYS 277 
From US 20A in the Village of Orchard Park, turn right onto NYS 277. Head south through the 
Towns of Orchard Park and Boston for 5 miles, turning left at the intersection with NYS 391. 
 
NYS 391 
Head south through the Towns of Boston and into the Town of Concord, traveling for  
approximately 16 miles and ending at the intersection of NYS 39 in the Village of Springville. 
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A.  Introduction 
 
This chapter describes the Southtowns’ recreational and cultural qualities—two of the  
intrinsic qualities used in the New York State and National Scenic Byways programs to 
evaluate the quality of the byway experience. Recreational quality involves outdoor  
activities directly associated with and dependent upon the natural and cultural elements 
of a roadway’s landscape. The recreational activities provide opportunities for active or 
passive experiences that may include skiing, bicycling, fishing, hunting, and hiking, to 
name a few. Cultural quality is evidence and expressions of the customs or traditions of a 
distinct group of people. Cultural features include crafts, music, dance, festivals, food, and 
many other special activities and events that characterize an area. 

Fly Fishermen (Cattaraugus 
and 18-Mile Creeks) 

The  annual Colden Arts and Crafts Fair  

B.  Recreational Quality 
 
Methodology 
For the purposes of this study, the recreational facilities that were included and inventoried 
are contained within the towns of Orchard Park, Boston, Concord, Colden, and Aurora 
(with the accompanying villages of Orchard Park, Springville, and East Aurora.) Our pur-
pose is to document features that would be of interest and accessible to byway visitors: 
therefore, all parks which are accessible to the public are included in this study, and are 
listed under the heading Public Parks and Open Spaces. In addition, Private Recreational 
Areas such as country clubs and golf courses, have been outlined. The criteria for selection 
were based on size and the uniqueness of the recreational resources. In general, parks 
that encompass a total area of 25 acres or more and are located within a 5-mile area of 
the corridor (the “study area”) are included in the resource inventory.  By planning stan-
dards, parks smaller than 25 acres in size are generally considered to be neighborhood 
parks that serve a localized population.  Community parks, generally 50 to 100 acres in size, 
contain both wide open spaces for athletics and other activities – along with the undis-
turbed natural beauty of deep woods, streams and lakes.  This environment encourages a 
wide array of activities, such as picnicking, hiking, camping, archery, golf, fishing, boating, 
ice-skating, and water sports.  

I-1 
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Resource Inventory 
The following inventory of parks and spaces documents, by town, the major public and 
private recreational resources found along and within a five-mile radius of the WNY South-
towns Scenic Byway Corridor. Tables II. B-1 thru B-4, below, provides detailed data for each  
facility and a map reference number that indicates facility location on the map entitled  
“Parks and Recreation Sites,”  below.  Trail systems throughout the area are described in 
Section III, “Transportation Characteristics”. 

Picnic Pavilions, Chestnut Ridge Park  
 

Erie County Parks Dept. Map  
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Town of Orchard Park/Village of Orchard Park 
 
Public Parks and Open Spaces 
Chestnut Ridge County Park is located on Chestnut Ridge Road (New York State Route 
277) in the Town of Orchard Park. Chestnut Ridge, comprised of about 1,213 beautiful 
acres, is the largest park space in the area – serving both local and regional visitors.  It was 
acquired by Erie County in 1926. Named after the great chestnut trees that once towered 
throughout the area, it is the oldest of the Erie County parks. Chestnut Ridge is open year-
round, with its highest usage in the winter months, when people flock to the park for its to-
boggan slides, its beginner ski slopes, and its historic casino complete with a huge wood 
burning fireplace. Visitors to the park also come for the outstanding view of the City of Buf-
falo available from the tobogganing hill.  

Chestnut Ridge is the largest and 
most heavily utilized of all the 
parks owned by Erie County. It is a 
delightful combination of Works 
Progress Agency (WPA) depres-
sion era buildings, surrounded by 
acres of curved and deeply-
carved ravines with steep water-
falls (such as the unique natural 
phenomenon named the “Eternal 
Flame Falls”) and 60 miles of sce-
nic trails. 
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Located on North Lake Drive in the Village 
of Orchard Park, Yates Park (also referred 
to as “Green Lake”) is a scenic community 
park prominently located at the southern 
gateway to the village and opposite the 
Orchard Park Country Club.  The park con-
tains a lake and a swimming beach, play-
grounds, a skate park, trails, and ball fields. 
The park is named after Harry Yates, a local 
railroad entrepreneur and Orchard Park 
resident. Its gazebo on the lake’s edge is a 
much photographed scenic spot for wed-
ding photos and ceremonies. 
 
Another large community park with sports 
facilities (including baseball diamonds) is 
Brush Mountain Park-California Road Rec-
reation Area, on California Road, compris-
ing 75.4 acres. The largest community park 
in the Town of Orchard Park is the relatively 
new Birdsong Recreation Area on Jewett-
Holmwood Road consisting of 90 acres. This 
is a passive, undeveloped park utilized pri-
marily for wildlife habitat, hiking, and na-
ture study.   

The Parkitects Skate Park at Yates Park (A seasonal  
favorite for kids 7 years and older) 

Private Recreational Facilities 
Home to the National Football League’s 
(NFL’s) Buffalo Bills, Ralph C. Wilson Stadium 
is a private recreational/professional sports  
facility that is a regional and national  
attraction. The 74,000-seat stadium is the 
sixth largest NFL stadium in the country.  
Attendance in 2003 averaged 73,000 fans 
per game, which put the stadium in the top 
quarter for NFL stadium attendance. With 11 
season and pre-season Bills home games, 
more than 800,000 fans attend Bills games in 
a typical year. The majority of these fans 
take US 219 to reach the stadium from 
points north and south; the stadium is lo-
cated approximately 1.4 miles from the US 
20A exit of US Route 219.  Many people with 
trailers and other recreational vehicles ar-
rive a day early and constitute  potential 
visitors to the WNY Southtowns Scenic By-
way. 

Ralph C. Wilson Stadium (Named for the team’s long-
time owner ). 

I-4 

Green Lake in the Winter (a much photographed scenic 
spot for wedding photos and ceremonies) 

Volume One 
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The Orchard Park Country Club is located on Route 240 
(South Buffalo Road) just 1.6 miles from the Armor Duells 
exit of Route 219. It is a private membership club that  
offers an 18-hole golf course with men’s, women’s, and 
junior leagues, as well as golf clinics. The club also of-
fers a swimming pool, tennis courts, a year-round roster 
of special events, and full dining and catering facilities.  
Designed by renowned golf course designer Walter 
Davis in 1916, the golf course is beautifully landscaped 
and a prominent visual amenity at the southern gate-
way to the center of Orchard Park. Its location makes 
this an especially scenic entry point to the historic vil-
lage, from the 219, the 240 and the 277.  The Well Kept Orchard Park CC 

Table II.B-1 
Major Recreational Resources1 

WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor Study Area, Town and Village of Orchard Park 
 

Name Jurisdiction Acreage Type Features 

Public Parks and Open Spaces 

Chestnut Ridge 
Park Erie County 1,213.0 Regional 

Nature trails, bike paths, walking paths, 
bird watching, tennis courts, baseball/
softball diamonds, sledding, toboggan 
slides, snow shoeing, ice skating, cross 
county skiing, downhill skiing, shelters, 
pavilions, restrooms, picnic tables,  
handicapped access 

Brush Mountain 
Park 

Town of Or-
chard Park 75.4 Community 

Snow shoeing, cross country skiing, base-
ball/softball diamonds, restrooms, water 
fountains, handicapped access 

Yates Park 
Town and 
Village of 

Orchard Park 
51.0 Community 

Guarded swimming, boat launches,  
sailing, beach, spray ground, snow  
shoeing, cross county skiing, nature trails, 
walking paths, bird watching, fishing, 
bocce courts, basketball courts, baseball/
softball diamonds, playground, restrooms, 
tot lot, gazebo, picnic tables, showers, 
shelters grills, handicapped access 

Birdsong Rec-
reation Area 

Town of Or-
chard Park 56.0 Community 

Nature trails, walking paths, bird  
watching, snow shoeing, cross country 
skiing, handicapped access 

Private Recreational Facilities 
Ralph C. Wilson 
Stadium Buffalo Bills n.a. NFL Stadium Home of the Buffalo Bills NFL Team 

Sources: The Urban Design Project staff field survey October 2004 as well as http://www.allwny.com/parks.html 
http://www.rin.buffalo.edu/s_comm/park-rec/index.html, and http://www.erie.gov/parks. 
Notes: 
1Includes all outdoor parks and recreational facilities of 25 acres or more located within a 5-mile radius of the 
WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor. 
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Public Parks and Open Spaces 
The Town of Boston lies directly south of Orchard Park, along the Route 219NYS 277 corri-
dor. As presented in Table II.B-2, Boston also has a large amount of recreational space for 
both residents and tourists to enjoy.  Boston Town Park, located at 8500 Boston State Road,  
approximately 4.1 miles from the Route 391 exit of the US Route 219, offers 50 acres of 
recreational park space.  Boston is also the home of the Boston Forest on Feddick Road, 
about two miles from the Rice Road exit of the US Route 219.  Public access to the 700-
acre forest, owned by Erie County, is restricted to conservation use.  The current  prohibi-
tion on recreational use in the Boston Forest is under review as part of a  comprehensive 
study of the county’s recreational and open space holdings.  The Erie County Forest Man-
agement Plan includes plans for preserved areas to incorporate limited recreational uses. 

Students in the Boston Forest 

Private Recreational Facilities 
Two notable private recreational facilities in Boston are the Buffalo Ski Club on Lower East 
Hill Road and the Boston Valley Conservation Club on Zimmerman Road.  The Boston Val-
ley Conservation Club (originally Boston Rod and Gun Club until 1931) offers members 
use of the indoor gun range and outdoor hunting and skeet shooting. 

Town of Boston 

Young Racers at the Buffalo Ski Club 
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Table II.B-2 
Major Recreational Resources1 

WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor Study Area, Town of Boston 

Name Jurisdiction Acreage Type Features 

Public Parks and Open Spaces 

Boston Town 
Park 

Town of Bos-
ton 50.3 Community 

Guarded swimming, swimming 
pool, football fields, tennis 
courts, basketball courts, base-
ball/softball diamonds, rentable 
pavilions, playground, tot lot, 
showers, grills 

Boston Forest Erie County 230 Conservation 
lands Currently non-recreational area 

Private Recreational Facilities 

Buffalo Ski Club Private n.a. Recreation   

Boston Valley 
Conservation 
Club 

Private n.a. Recreation 
Private membership required, 
gun range, hunting, skeet shoot-
ing 

Sources: The Urban Design Project staff field survey October 2004, http://www.allwny.com/parks.html, 
http://www.rin.buffalo.edu/s_comm/park-rec/index.html, and http://www.erie.gov/parks. 
Notes: 
1Includes all outdoor parks and recreational facilities of 25 acres or more located within a 5-mile radius of 
the WNY Southtwons Scenic Byway Corridor. 

Town of Concord/Village of Springville 

Public Parks and Open Spaces 
The Town of Concord and the Village of Springville offer diverse types of recreation, ca-
tering to both local residents and regional visitors. (See Table II.B-3)  Sprague Brook Park, 
located conveniently off Route 240, approximately 3.2 miles from the Genesee Road exit 
of the US Route 219, contains 2,200 acres of recreational areas. In both winter and sum-
mer, the park offers many activities such as camping, hiking trails, tennis courts, nature 
trails, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, sledding and bird watching.  The park’s forestry 
lots have also been included in the Erie County Forest Management Plan, in order to al-
low future recreational uses while recognizing ecological sensitivity. 

Entrance to Sprague Brook Park Tennis Courts at Sprague Brook Park 
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Erie County has also included a proposed park in the Erie County Park Master Plan for the 
site of the Scoby Power Plant and Dam, listed on the State and National Registers of His-
toric Places (S/NR). It would be a passive use, linear strip of land along Cattaraugus 
Creek from Scoby Hill Road to Route 219. Both the dam and a small turn-of-the-century 
hydroelectric generating facility, which was used by the Village of Springfield in the past, 
are located on the meandering Cattaraugus Creek and remain intact.  

Entrance to Sprague Brook Park Historic Scoby Dam 

Private Recreational Facilities 
Springville Country Club, located approximately 3.2 miles from the Genesee Road exit of 
the US Route 219, offers members and guests a first-class golf course to utilize in the 
warmer months.  Springville is also home to the World of Wheels Skate Park.  Located on 
Route 219 in the Village of Springville, it is accessible via Cascade Drive. World of Wheels 
Skate Park offers its users and observers a number of extreme sporting experiences –  
including rollerblading, roller hockey, skateboarding, and freestyle biking. 

The Springville Country Club 
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Table II.B-3 
Major Recreational Resources1 

WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor Study Area, Town of Concord and Village of 
Springville 

Name Jurisdiction Acreage Type Features 

Public Parks and Open Spaces 

Forestry Lots Erie County 627 Preserve Currently non-recreational area 

Sprague Brook 
Park Erie County 2,200 Regional 

Nature trails, walking paths, bird 
watching, tennis courts, baseball/
softball diamonds, picnicking, 
sledding, snowmobiling, snow 
shoeing, cross country skiing, 
handicapped access 

Scoby Dam 
Park Erie County n.a. Proposed 

regional park 

Proposed park would include, 
nature trails, bike trails, bird 
watching, fishing, snow shoeing, 
cross country skiing, canoeing 

Private Recreational Facilities 
Springville 
Country Club Private n.a. Recreation Private membership required, 

golfing and recreation 
World of 
Wheels Skate 
Park 

Private n.a. Recreation Rollerblading, roller hockey, 
snack bar, rentable equipment 

Sources: The Urban Design Project staff field survey October 2004, http://www.allwny.com/parks.html, 
http://www.rin.buffalo.edu/s_comm/park-rec/index.html, and http://www.erie.gov/parks. 
Notes: 
1Includes all outdoor parks and recreational facilities of 25 acres or more located within a 5-mile radius of 
the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor. 

Canoeing in Cattaraugus Creek, Scoby Dam Park  
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The Slopes of Kissing Bridge (Developing a canoe launching area is on the agenda of the Erie County Park 
Dept.) 

The Town of Colden is defined by its topography, consisting of the scenic stream corridor 
and valley on the north branch of Cazenovia Creek.  The steeply rising hills that frame 
both sides of the valley create a winter sports center for Erie County, attracting skiers 
from throughout Western New York and Southern Ontario.  The Colden and Boston Hills 
also have a winter climate ideally suited for skiing and snowboarding.   Due to the lake 
effect snow bands that move in from Lake Erie, the average snowfall ranges from 140 to 
160 inches per year.  In comparison, the City of Buffalo averages about 100 inches per 
year. With swimming, camping, and horseback riding facilities available, Colden is cer-
tainly a year-round recreational destination. Snowmobiling is also a popular winter activ-
ity in Colden and throughout the byway area; the area offers many miles of scenic snow-
mobile trails.   

Town of Colden 

Public Parks and Open Spaces 
Kummer Town Park is on Park Street, off Route 240, just southwest of the Hamlet of 
Colden. This small park is used for town sports and recreation, as well as local events.  The 
West Branch of Cazenovia Creek in the Town of Colden, if properly stocked with fish, pro-
vides many easily accessible locations for anglers.  In addition, the creek attracts a great 
diversity of wildlife to its low-lying banks, making it a great place to observe the local 
fauna.   

The West Branch of Cazenovia Creek, viewed from Route 240 in the Town of Colden  

I-10 
Volume One 



I.  Recreational and Cultural Quality  

 

Private Recreational Facilities 
Colden Tubing Company, located on NYS Route 240, is Western New York’s largest  
downhill snow tubing facility. Holland Hills Country Club is an 18-hole private golf course 
near Holland, NY, on Glenwood Road. Kissing Bridge Ski Resort offers 37 downhill ski trails 
which have a 550-foot average vertical drop. At night during the winter, the lights of Kiss-
ing Bridge illuminate the valley walls. Off-season use of the ski-lifts at the resorts could pro-
vide visitors (such as birdwatchers) a scenic and relaxing experience. 

The Slopes of Kissing Bridge (The gentle slopes of the scenic Colden and Boston Hills provide skiers of 
all levels with a first-class experience)  

During the warmer months, the Colden 
Lakes Resort on 9504 Heath Road is a  
popular campground that includes  
swimming, fishing and boating. Colden 
Lakes Resort offers numerous camping  
opportunities for the entire family. Hidden 
Acres Golf Course is located on 7599 
Davis Road, off NYS Route 240, between 
the former Tamarack Ski Club (now the 
Buffalo Ski Club) and Kissing Bridge Ski  
Resort. It is a nine-hole privately-owned 
course that is open to the public. Its  
undulating terrain on Blanchard Hill makes 
it very picturesque.   

The Colden Lakes Resort    (The lounge and restaurant 
provides campers with  scenic dining, live music and 
great food) 
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Table II.B-4 

Major Recreational Resources1 

WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor Study Area, Town of Colden 

Name Jurisdiction Type Features 

Public Parks and Open Spaces 

Kummer Town 
Park 

Town of 
Colden 

Community Recreation facilities including baseball, 
playgrounds, and tennis courts 

Private Recreation Facilities 
Kissing Bridge Ski 
Resort 

Private Recreation 37 downhill ski runs 

Colden Tubing 
Company 

Private Recreation Downhill snow tubing runs 

Colden Lakes 
Resort 

Private Recreation Over 100 camp sites, and lakes for 
boating, fishing, and swimming 

Holland Hills 
Country Club 

Private Recreation 18 hole golf course 

Hidden Acres 
Golf Course 

Private Recreation 9 hole par-3 golf course 

Sources: www.bestofwny.com, www.erie.gov/colden/home/summer_2005.pdf, 
www.roundthebend.com/towns/Colden.html, 
Notes: 
1Includes all outdoor parks and recreational facilities of 25 acres or more located within a 5-
mile radius of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor. 
n.a. =Not applicable 

 
 
The Town of Aurora and the Village of 
East Aurora are rich in recreational oppor-
tunities, including 633-acre Knox State 
Park providing equestrian facilities, 489-
acre County-owned Emery Park offering 
downhill skiing, and beloved Hamlin Park 
in the center of the Village which serves 
as host to Toyfest activities, the Aurora 
Players, and much more. 
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Roycroft Pavilion, Hamlin Park, Home of the Aurora Players 

Town of Aurora/Village of East Aurora 
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Table II.B-5 

Major Recreational Resources1 

WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor Study Area, Village of East Aurora/Town of Aurora 

Name Jurisdiction Acreage Type Features 

Public Parks and Open Spaces 

Community Pool 
Park 

Town 3 Community Two outdoor swimming pools, 
playing fields 

Emery Park County  489  Community Playing fields, picnic shelters, downhill 
skiing with t-bar lift,  playgrounds, 
hiking trails, and tennis courts 

Hamlin Park Town/Village  16 Community Playing fields, basketball courts, 
tennis courts, playground, outdoor 
stage, ice skating, track, special 
events, community theater 

J.P. Nicely Park Town 83 Community Playing fields, ice skating 

Knox Farm State 
Park  

State 633 Regional Hiking, biking, horseback  riding, x
-country ski trails, environmental 
center 

Majors Park  Town  165 Community Under development 

Sinking Ponds Nature 
Preserve 

Village 70 Preserve Trails, pond, wildlife, nature study 

Private Recreation Facilities 
East Aurora Country 
Club 

Private   Recreation 18 hole golf course, hosts International 
Junior Masters event annually 

Hawk Creek Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center 

Private  Preserve Wildlife rehabilitation center, open 
fields 

Sources: www.townofaurora.com, www.erie.gov. 
Notes: 
1Includes all outdoor parks and recreational facilities of 25 acres or more, and those with special features, located 
within a 5-mile radius of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor. 
n.a. =Not applicable 

Knox Farm State Park is one of only two 
equestrian state parks in New York (the other 
is in Saratoga Springs). The Audubon Society 
offers environmental activities in a coopera-
tive program with the park.  

The bucolic landscape of Knox State Park 
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Dr.  David Rudge (World re-
nowned composer of the O.P. 
Symphony Orchestra) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attractions 
Orchard Park has a variety of tourist attractions 
and cultural facilities: 
 
• The Orchard Park Historical Society Museum 

is located in the Jolls Home built in 1870 by 
Ambrose Johnson; it is one of the best exam-
ples of Italianate architecture in the region. 

 
• The Pedaling History Bicycle Museum, lo-

cated at 3943 North Buffalo Street, offers visi-
tors a collection of antique bicycles from 
around the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Performing Arts Groups 
• The Orchard Park Symphony holds four con-

certs at the Middle School auditorium each 
year, plus one outdoor concert during the 
summer as part of the Quaker Pavilion series 
described  

      below. 
 
• Orchard Park is also home to the Western 

New York Children’s Chorus; it offers music 
performance and educational programs for 
children and youth with an emphasis on the 
development of musical skills and under-
standing.  They sing throughout the region 
and have even had the privilege of per-
forming in Europe. 

Town of Orchard Park/Village of Orchard Park 

1871 Bicycle, Pedaling History Bicycle Museum 

 
C.  Cultural Quality 
 
This section highlights the major arts, cultural facilities, and tourist attractions in the byway 
communities. 
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Special Events 
Orchard Park also has many festivals throughout the year: 
 
• The largest is the Quaker Arts Festival, which draws visitors from around the region for 

the two-day event each September. 
 

 
 
 

•  Quaker Pavilion Concerts are held for 
people of all ages throughout the sum-
mer on the lawn behind the Middle 
School off of Thorne Avenue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
• Each July, the Chamber of Commerce hosts Quaker Days, to showcase the down-

town-shopping district. The multi-day event features sidewalk sales, street entertain-
ment, and food vendors. 

 
• The Bi-National Doors Open Niagara brings visitors from Niagara and Erie County,  
      showcasing the architectural heritage of Orchard Park and the region. 

Quaker Arts Pavilion (Entertaining and educating 
Orchard Park) 

Orchard Park’s Residential Architecture  (Watercolors by Thelma Winters) 
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The Town of Boston 
Attractions 
The Boston Historical Museum is located in the Town of Boston in a former church. The  
collection includes household artifacts, fireman apparel, and farm equipment from the 
Town of Boston. 

Performing Arts Groups 
Boston is home to two major performing arts entities. The Lake Effect Harmony Chorus, 
located at 8651 Boston State Road, has been entertaining audiences in the Western New 
York area since 1991; the group is a member of Sweet Adelines International, the interna-
tional barbershop choir society. Lake Effect is an award-winning chorus of over 35 voices 
with a history of excellence. The Town of Boston Arts Council, located at 8500 Boston 
State Road, provides critical funding for cultural arts programs in the area. 

The Ladies of the Lake Effect Harmony Chorus 

The Town of Concord/Village of Springville 

Attractions 
• The Pop Warner Museum is a tribute 

to college football legend and 
Springville native Glenn “Pop”  
Warner. Warner was captain of the 
Cornell University football team and a 
renowned football coach.  He was 
inducted into the College Football 
Hall of Fame, and was honored with 
a commemorative stamp by the U.S. 
Postal Service.  He also coached the 
famed Native American athlete Jim 
Thorpe at Carlisle College in Penn. 

 
• Springville is home to the Springville 

Center for the Arts, which is a  
nonprofit organization with a gallery 
featuring exhibits of regional artists 
and juried shows. 

The Pop Warner Stamp 

The Pop Warner Museum 
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Performing Arts Groups 
The Springville Players call the Center for the Arts home. The community-based theater 
group performs yearlong.  

Special Events 
Special events in Springville include: 

 
• Gentner’s Auction and Flea Market, held every Wednesday. The market 

dates back to 1839.  A weekly livestock auction is held every Wednesday. 
• Springville Lawn and Garden Show (April) 
• Springville Pageant of Bands (May) 
• Western New York Dairy Ag Festival (June) 
• Concerts in the Park (weekly in summer) 
• Pop Warner Homecoming (October) 
• Halloween Parade (October) 
• Concord Country Christmas (November and December) 
• Springville Tour of Christmas Lights (December) 
• Fiddler’s Green Gazebo Concert Series (summer) 

The Fiddler’s Green Concert Series (Providing the people of Springville with a relaxing outdoor venue 
for enjoying seasonal entertainment) 

The Town of Colden 

Attractions 
The Colden Country Store is located at the 
center of Colden along NYS 240 at Heath 
Road and is a local landmark for visitors 
and residents of the town.  The store sits  
directly on the banks of the Cazenovia 
Creek above the Veteran’s Bridge  
Waterfall and adheres greatly to the  
hamlet’s rural character.  There is also  
currently a small antique shop adjacent to 
the country store that is scheduled for re-
moval as a result of the planned bridge re-
placement project.  

The Colden Country Store and Colden Antiques 
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Special Events 
The Colden Arts & Crafts Fair is held in the center of Colden at the intersection of NYS 240 
and Heath Road. Local arts and crafts are showcased and sold, while awards are given 
to their creators. The fair also features a venue for local musicians to play. 

The Colden Arts and Crafts Fair (Going on its fifth year, the Colden Arts and Crafts Fair has 
been attracting regional and urban audiences to the rural town) 

The Town of Aurora/Village of East Aurora 

Attractions 
The historic Roycroft Inn (listed on the National Historic Register) is the centerpiece of the 
Roycroft Campus. It is open daily and has 22 suites available for guest accommodation. 
Presently, the Inn is visited by about 100,000 people a year, many of whom come to dine. 
Many tourists often stop at the Inn for the day after visiting other related sites around 
Western New York. Many of the Inn’s visitors have an interest in the Arts and Crafts move-
ment which started at the turn of the century. They hail from all over the U.S and the 
world, especially California.  The Elbert Hubbard Museum, containing many Arts and 
Craft artifacts, is located nearby. 

The Aurora Players were founded in the early 1930’s and are one of the nation’s oldest 
active community theatre groups. They perform at the historic Roycroft Pavilion in Hamlin 
Park nine months out of the year. 

The Roycroft Inn (Located in the Village of East Aurora, the interior and exterior designs of the inn exemplify the fine 
craftsmanship that was a defining characteristic of the Arts and Crafts Movement) 
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Vidler’s 5 & 10 is an old-time five and dime 
store located on Main Street, or US20A. The 
store carries a variety of goods including 
toys, candy, frames, candles, craft sup-
plies, and other general merchandise. The 
store, which opened its doors at the height 
of the Great Depression,  is still family 
owned and operated. 

Vidler’s 5 & Dime on the Byway 

The birthplace of Fisher-Price, East Aurora 
boasts the international design headquarters 
of this major toy producer.  
 
The Toy Town USA Museum, a not-for-profit 
museum which showcases an extensive col-
lection of antique Fisher-Price and other toys 
from around the world, is located on the 
Fisher-Price campus on Girard Avenue.  The 
museum sponsors the  annual  Toyfest Pa-
rade and Festival, featuring oversized repli-
cas of Fisher-Price’s original pull toys. 
 
Explore & More...a children’s museum, lo-
cated a few blocks south of Main Street, is a 
highly interactive children’s museum and 
place of creativity and learning  that offers 
multicultural programming.  
 
Other places of interest, discussed in the his-
toric resources section, include two National 
Historic Landmarks — the Roycroft Campus 
and the Millard Fillmore Home. The 

Special Events 
Special events include Toyfest, Racing 
Days, Polofest, the Roycroft Arts and Crafts 
Festival, the Roycroft Chamber Music Festi-
val, Carolcade, the Millard Fillmore Birthday 
celebration, the Black and White Ball, and 
many more throughout the year.  East 
Aurora is nationally renowned for historic 
tourism and the arts. Musicians,  Roycroft Chamber Music Festival 
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The first white settlers of the area arrived in the early 1800’s, initially concentrated in small 
hamlets located along major thoroughfares and waterways, such as “The Middle Road” 
and Cazenovia Creek.  The settlers utilized these locations for their vast natural resources 
and related economic opportunities.  The hamlets throughout the scenic byway area 
functioned as commercial and social centers for the surrounding rural population. Tradi-
tionally, the land had a mix of uses – including residential, small businesses, mills, churches, 
public buildings and meeting grounds. 
 
This section begins with a historical narrative of the region and proceeds with an inventory 
of Historical Sites, Historical Societies and Museums, and current and potential Designated 
historic sites. The definitions for historic quality used in the scenic byway nomination process 
are explained below: 

B.  Historic Quality 

Archeological ruins, artifacts, and structural remains can also be considered historic quali-
ties, but unfortunately the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byways corridor lacks a strong archeo-
logical record. The rich history of the area and the impressive collection of Native Ameri-
can relics in the adjacent Town of Hamburg suggests great potential for future identifica-
tion and exploration of these resources, both historic and prehistoric. 

II-1 

Seneca Chief Corn Planter 

A.  Introduction 
 
The historic resources found in the proposed WNY South-
towns Scenic Byway corridor tell stories of the early wave of 
westward pioneer migration and of the lives of the early set-
tlers as well as the native inhabitant they displaced. These 
resources also tell the tales of those who came seeking reli-
gious freedom, as exemplified by the Friends Meeting House 
in Orchard Park and the settlement of the Patchinite sect in 
Boston. Historic places in the towns of Concord, Boston, and 
Orchard Park shed light on the railroad heritage of the area, 
early industrial processes, the lives of community leaders, 
and important events.  Locations of these historic landmarks 
can be found in Figure 3.   

Historical quality encompasses legacies of  
the past that are distinctly associated with 
physical elements of the landscape,  
whether natural or man-made. The historic  
significance of the sites and stories in the  
corridor of the Southtowns Scenic Byway  
have great potential to educate the viewer 
and stir appreciation of the past. Historical 
quality reflects the actions of people and  
includes buildings, settlement patterns, and other examples of human activity. They pos-
sess integrity of location, design, setting, material, workmanship, feeling, and association. 

Historic Railroad Cars of Orchard Park  
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C.  Regional Narrative  
 
This section describes historic resources found in the vicinity of the WNY Southtowqns Sce-
nic Byway. The inventory includes known historic resources, properties or districts listed on 
the State and National Registers of Historic Places (S/NR), as well as properties determined 
eligible for such listings. This section provides a brief background history of each byway 
community and a descriptive listing of the historical societies and museums in the area.   
The designated historic resources listed will include those on the State and National Regis-
ters of Historic Places (S/NR), as well as locally designated landmarks.  This section will also 
recognize potential historic resources that exist but are not yet designated on the S/NR or 
on local historic registers. 
 
The corridor study area is part of the Southtowns of Erie County, New York; this entire area 
was once the territory of the former Erie Indians. White pioneers in the early waves of the 
westward movement across the United States settled in the county. A brief background  
history of the region’s Native American heritage, an overview of the County’s industrial  
development, and the history of each Town (including the incorporated Villages of  
Orchard Park and Springville) is provided in the following. 

Native American Heritage 
Prior to the arrival of settlers from New England 
and Europe, the study area—along with the rest 
of southern Erie County—was part of the  
Territory of the Erie Indians. Their network of small 
vernacular villages extended from the southern 
shore of Lake Erie near Buffalo to the western 
vicinity of Sandusky, Ohio. Population estimates 
for the Erie Indians of the 1600’s vary from 4,000 
to 15,000. With French contact limited to one 
brief meeting in 1615, very little is known for  
certain about the Erie except that the tribe had 
a large population, several divisions, and lived in 
permanent settlements which were guarded by 
stockades. Like other tribes in the area, the Erie 
were an agricultural people – taking full  
advantage of the region’s rich soils. They were 
traditional enemies of the Iroquois, and there 
had been many wars between the two before 
the Europeans arrived. The Erie often traded 
with the Susquehanna, and were introduced to 
European goods through this relationship at an 
early date.  

Cat Nation 
“Erie” is a short form of the Iro-
quoian word “Erielhonan”, meaning 
literally “long tail” and referring to 
the panthers which once roamed 
the hills of  Western New York. Thus, 
the French name for the Eries was 
“Le Nation du Chat “ (Cat Nation).  
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The western Iroquois attacked and destroyed two of the Erie’s fortified villages in 1654; 
however, the Erie also inflicted heavy losses on the Iroquois during these battles. It took 
the Seneca, Cayuga, and Onondaga until 1656 before the Erie were defeated. Many 
survivors were incorporated into the Seneca nation in order to replace their losses during 
the war.  From then on, the Erie ceased to exist as a separate tribe. The Seneca, who 
then occupied the bountiful lands of the Southtowns Scenic Corridor, adopted many  
descendents of the conquered Erie tribe. For example, Pioneer records indicate that a 
palisade Iroquoian village may have been in the vicinity of what is now Patchin. By the 
time white settlers arrived in the area, the Iroquois had already been forced onto  
reservations near Buffalo Creek, Cattaraugus Creek, or elsewhere. 

The Longhouses (The Iroquois built these vernacular structures for gathering and worship within 
their fortified villages) 

Early European History of Erie County 
Prior to the turn of the 19th century, when western New York was an Indian territory,  
colonists were prohibited from settling in the area. The land was a vast wilderness  
covered with a dense growth of hardwoods, pines and hemlocks – virtually impassable 
swamps and valleys – and as stated above, the Seneca tribe had scattered settlements 
in what was to become Erie County. Charles II of England granted most of western New 
York to the Duke of York, but the first European settlement in the region was run by the 
French at the mouth of Buffalo Creek in 1758. Its buildings were destroyed a year later 
because of an impending British attack. The British took control of the entire region in 
1763, at the conclusion of the French and Indian War. Following the Revolutionary War, 
much of former Native American territory in central and western New York (including the 
lands of the Seneca) were claimed by the new Americans.  This was done on the 
grounds that these nations were allies of the defeated British Empire and could no longer 
own land. 
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Pioneer History of Erie County 
In the late 1700’s and early 1800’s, settlers began purchasing land from the Holland Land 
Company, which held title to virtually all of western New York. The population of the area 
began to grow, and Erie County was formed in 1821. It extended south from Tonawanda 
Creek to Cattaraugus Creek, with the seat of government in Buffalo. Many towns and 
villages were already in existence, including Buffalo, which formed in 1808. At the time of 
settlement, most of the land in southern Erie County was owned by the Holland Land 
Company. The completion of the Erie Canal in 1825 was a major economic event for the 
county, and this new trade route helped the population to grow steadily. 

Western New York Towns Map of the  Holland Land Co. (The Holland purchase helped to create the municipalities of 
today) 
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In the first half of the 19th century, settlers in the Towns of Orchard Park, Hamburg, Boston, 
and Concord progressed from pioneers of an isolated wilderness to members of a  
thriving agricultural community. Many diverse ethnic groups helped in the development 
of the area now known as the Southtowns of Erie County. The earliest settlers, many  
seeking freedom to worship according to their beliefs, were from New England. The first 
Germans arrived in the 1830's, and helped to develop prosperous farming in the region. 
The Polish and Italians began to arrive in the 1890’s—particularly in Hamburg—many 
drawn to the area by jobs in the growing steel industry along Lake Erie in Lackawanna 
and South Buffalo. 

The Railroads  
Another notable event in the history of southern Erie County was the construction of the 
Buffalo and Susquehanna Railroad, which began in 1903. The rail line opened in 1906, 
linking Buffalo with Wellsville in Allegany County. The Goodyear Brothers of Buffalo  
developed the line to link the saw mills and coal mines that they owned in Pennsylvania 
with their docks and steamships on the Great Lakes. The rail tracks ran through the  
relatively flat terrain in the Towns of Orchard Park and Hamburg, then through the valleys 
of the Boston Hills, and through the hamlets of the Town of Concord.   

The route through Boston was advertised as 
a “scenic route,” and was used for  
passenger travel in addition to freight. The 
largest obstacle in building the rail line was 
traversing the deep gorge at Landon Brook,  
between Trevet and Fowlerville Roads in    
the Town of Boston; this feat required the 
largest earthen fill completed in the county. 
The short-lived rail line was in service for only 
10 years, but leaves behind a legacy of  
historic and nostalgic rail depots. 

The “Scenic Route” of the Buffalo and Susquehanna 
Railroad Company   (the tracks have been removed, but 
the path is still utilized by power and telecommunica-
tions companies, as well as snowmobiles) 

The Header of a Buffalo and Susquehanna Railroad  Stock Certificate (Little did investors know the future of small  
railroad companies in America)  
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The Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh Railway  
began service in 1883. The extensive railway  
system linked the Pittsburgh coal mining region 
with the ports of the Great Lakes at Buffalo and  
Rochester.  The line ran directly through the  
scenic byway area, with stations at Orchard Park, 
West Falls, Colden, Glenwood, North Concord, 
Springville, and West Valley. The railway was 
taken over by the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in 
1932, and later absorbed into the Chessie System 
in the mid 1970's. Commerce in Colden benefited 
from being on the rail line route. The quaint village 
of Colden and the cozy hamlet of Glenwood, 
tucked into the valley walls of the Cazenovia 
Creek, are transected by the historic rail line.  
Passenger service ended in the mid 1950's, with a 
freight agent on duty until 1979.  
 
Ideas for the future of the abandoned railroad 
include a passenger rail for commuters and  
scenic tours through attractive locations (such as 
ski areas, Zoar Valley, Allegany State Park, and 
Salamanca.) Other considerations for the rail-
way’s use have ranged from industrial transport to 
a “rails to trails” initiative, which would convert the 
railway into a scenic bicycle and pedestrian trail. 

Map of the BRP line (As seen here, the  
railroad runs through the byways corridor) 

Still in Tact (The tracks are unused, yet per-
fect for a rails-to-trails initiative) 

Railroad Heritage of Orchard Park (These original Baltimore & Ohio 
(B&O) Railroad cars are displayed at the historic Orchard Park Depot) 
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D.  Historic Inventory 
 
The origins of the Buffalo, New York, and Philadelphia Railroad (BNU&P) were in the  
Buffalo and Washington Railway. Built from Buffalo to Emporium, Pa., the Buffalo and 
Washington Railway directly connected sources of anthracite coal with Philadelphia and 
Washington. A little later the name was changed to Buffalo, New York and Philadelphia. 
That name, was later extinguished during the absorption of the line into the great  
Pennsylvania Railroad system. The BNY&P, in its time, provided freight and passenger  
service in the scenic byway area to the Village of East Aurora (see more detail, below). 
 
During it explosive growth by acquisition phase, the BNY&P purchased the McKean & 
Buffalo Railroad, 16,000 acres of land, and the 121 mile main line of the Western New 
York & Pennsylvania Railway in Pennsylvania. During 1883 the BNY&P purchased the 
Kendall & Eldred Railroad, The Buffalo, Pittsburgh and Western Railroad Company, The 
Olean and Salamanca Railroad Company, Bradford Railroad, Kinzua Railroad, Genesee 
Valley Canal Railroad, The Oil City and Chicago Railroad Company, and the Rochester, 
New York & Pennsylvania Railroad. After this rash of purchases the company was reor-
ganized in 1883 as the Buffalo, New York & Philadelphia Railroad Company. The BNY&P 
was purchased in the winter of 1887/88 by the Western New York & Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company which was, in turn, leased to the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1900.  

Trolleys 
Electric trolley systems were developed in 
the area in the early 1900’s, linking places 
like Potters’ Corners (the center of the  
Village of Orchard Park) to the City of  
Buffalo and other employment and  
population centers to the north. The trolley 
lines were removed in the 1920’s and 
1930’s with the advent of the automobile. 
In Orchard Park, trolley service operated 
from 1900 to 1932. The Early Electric Trolley of Southern Erie County 

The Roads 
The road that opened up the southern half 
of western New York to settlement and  
development was the “Middle Road”, now 
NYS 20A (also known as East and West 
Quaker Street in the scenic byway study 
area and “Big Tree Road” in other sections). 
Prior to the completion of the Middle Road 
in 1803-04, the area was a densely forested 
wilderness with no real means of access for 
horse and wagons. The road stretched from 
Warsaw in Wyoming County to Lake Erie in 
what is now the Town of Hamburg.  Quaker Street in Orchard Park (A.K.A. Rt.20A) 
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In 1840-41 the “Boston State Road” 
opened, linking Orchard Park and  
Springville through Boston Center. It was a 
narrow dirt road maintained by the  
community until 1850, when a private 
company took it over and built a plank 
road which was tolled with a small fee  
collected for its use. A toll house stood 
along Boston State Road just south of  
Liebler Road. In 1909, the State of New 
York took over the roadway and  
constructed a paved road, allowing  
drivers to comfortably traverse the  
undulating landscape. This road, now 
Route 391, is an important rural part of the 
Western New York Southtowns Scenic By-

The Rural Boston State Road (Route 391) 

The construction of Route 219 was an important event in the history of the towns along its 
path. The “Southern Expressway” was built to reduce traffic volumes on north-south  
arterial roadways in the Southtowns – including Route 240 in Orchard Park, Boston State 
Road in Boston, and Route 75 in Hamburg. It greatly enhanced the accessibility of the 
Southtowns to and from the urbanized areas to the north. The roadway also made it 
much easier to take employment in urban centers such as the City of Buffalo or Town of 
Amherst, while living in the Southtowns. This in turn has led to extensive new residential 
development in the Towns along Route 219 since 1970. Most of this new development is 
of a suburban pattern, in strong contrast with the previous historic and rural patterns. At 
the same time, Route 219 has opened up the Southtowns, along with areas further south, 
to tourism and other economic development opportunities.  The prevention of  
haphazard development along this highly scenic corridor is viewed as crucial to the 
participating communities.  

U.S. 219 Combines Driver Convenience with Seasonal Beauty 
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The Town of Orchard Park/The Village of Orchard Park 
The first white settlers in the area now known as Orchard Park were Quakers from Central 
New York State and New England – starting with Didemus Kinney who arrived in 1803. The 
settlement soon attracted a number of migrating Quaker families from Vermont. The  
Quakers, farmers by trade, preferred the agrarian life in quiet communities set apart from 
the outside world. The rich, well-drained glacial moraine soil, of the unspoiled rolling  
hillsides drew them to the area.  Their original place of worship, the Quaker Meeting House 
on East Quaker Rd. (Route 20A), is a highly visible historic landmark at the east entrance to 
the village.  There are also a number of the original Quaker homesteads within Orchard 
Park. 

In 1850, the present-day Town of Orchard Park—originally named “Ellicott” and then 
“East Hamburg,” was created from a portion of the Town of “Hamburgh”. The name 
“Orchard Park” was adopted as the town’s official name in 1934, and was so-named  
because the beauty of the plentiful orchards in the area prompted a prominent citizen 
(Donna Potter Taylor) to exclaim that the place was just like “a park of orchards”. The  
Village of Orchard Park adopted its current name in 1934, and before that was a hamlet 
known as Potter’s Corners. Orchard Park grew into a prosperous suburb of Buffalo, and 
was, and still is, home to many leaders of industry, the arts, athletics, and other  
professions throughout the region.  

Themid-1800’s Homestead of the Obadiah and Anna Baker Family 

An Early Photograph of South Buffalo Street  Today’s Potter’s Corners 
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The Town of Boston 
In 1803, brothers Charles and Oliver Johnson arrived in the untouched hills of what is now 
Boston and started a settlement between Liebler Road and Maplewood Cemetery, east 
of what is now Route 219. Other early settlers who came to the area in the first two  
decades of the 1800’s included Ethan Howard, Job Palmer, Aaron J. Tupper, and Joel 
Eddy. The Town of Boston, formerly a part of Eden, was founded in 1817. Historic hamlets 
include Boston Center on the north branch of Eighteen Mile Creek, North Boston, and 
Patchin. Patchin was named after Talcutt Patchin, the founder of the Patchinite religious 
sect. The large creeks, which flow through the town (including Eighteen Mile Creek and 
the West Branch of Cazenovia Creek), provided waterpower, which led to the  
development of gristmills, sawmills a tannery, and even a cowbell factory. The bell  
factory, located in Boston Village and owned by the Yaw family, was the largest of its 
kind in the United States. 
 
Perhaps the most famous Bostonian was Ellen Beach Yaw (1866-1947), daughter of bell 
factory owner Ambrose Yaw. Born on September 14, 1868 in a house on Boston Cross 
Road, she became a renowned coloratura soprano opera singer (see inset, below). 
 
Ellen Yaw gave her first public concert in Brooklyn in 1888, and later appeared at  
Carnegie Hall in New York City in 1896. In November 1899 Yaw opened at London’s  
prestigious Savoy Theatre in Sir Arthur Sullivan's comic opera “The Rose of Persia”; the  
soprano role had been written especially for her. She subsequently studied in Europe and 
made her grand opera debut in Lucia di Lammermoor in Rome (1907), and sang the 
same role at the Metropolitan Opera House in New York (1908). Thomas Edison recorded 
her voice, making her the first Metropolitan Opera star to be recorded. Yaw toured 
throughout Europe until 1912, and then toured in the United States until 1931. Known 
widely as "Lark Ellen," she lived in California for the last 30 years of her life. 

Ellen Beach Yaw, the world’s 
most phenomenal soprano, is 
this morning speeding across 
the Atlantic on an ocean 
greyhound, en route to her 
old home in Los Angeles. . . . 
In the few years just past Miss 
Yaw has won about every-
thing there is to win in celeb-
rity; she has been courted and 
feted by nobility; she has had 
wonderful stories of her life 
written up in most of the 
known languages, and she  
has had all sorts of alleged 
pictures of herself printed in 
all sorts of publications. 

But she is rather tired of it all, 
she is wearied with the Euro-
pean climate, and she wants to 
get back to Southern Califor-
nia and rest for a good long 
time. . . . 
Miss Yaw’s voice is high so-
prano of crystalline lightness 
and purity and of a range so 
extreme in altitude that . . . it 
was the wonder of the Euro-
pean continent. 
She sings easily three notes 
above high C, sustaining an E 
altissimo as if it were a mere 
high A. . . . Ellen Beach Yaw 

Los Angeles Daily Times, February 13, 1904 

OUR SONGBIRD IS COMING HOME 
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The Town Of Concord/Village of Springville 
In the fall of 1807, two pioneers, Christopher 
Stone and John Albro, built cabins and set-
tled with their families near Cattaraugus 
Creek on the site of Springville. The Town of 
Concord was formed in 1812, followed by 
the incorporation of the Village of Springville 
in 1834. Springville was a center for the proc-
essing and distribution of the area’s agricul-
tural and lumber resources and included 
several manufacturing establishments—a 
woolen factory, two planing mills, a turning 
shop, a saw mill, two gristmills, a tannery, a 
stone sawing mill, and a furnace and ma-
chine shop. 
 
The Village also contained the Springville 
Academy, a newspaper office, and was the 
retail center for the surrounding rural areas 
of southernmost Erie County. Town of Con-
cord is home to a number of rural hamlets 
that include the old Morton’s Corners, in the 
southwest part of the town, and Wood-
ward’s Hollow, a small community that was 
first settled in a quiet valley on the western 
side of Concord in 1808. This area is now 
known as Wyandale. 

Monument at Fiddler’s Green Park of  
Springville 

Springville Academy in 1847 Springville’s Business District 2006 
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The Town of Colden 
Richard Buffum and his family from Rhode Island were the first settlers in the area in 1810. 
He and other newcomers established numerous saw mills and grist mills in the early days 
of the town, originally called Buffum Mills. In 1827, the Town of Colden was formed from 
the adjacent Town of Holland. Colden was named after Cadwallader D. Colden, a 
prominent New York City politician at that time.   
 
Buffum Mills was renamed Colden Village in 1833 when the first post office opened there. 
Colden Village was mostly a farming village at this time. The Free Methodist Church was 
first to organize here in 1871. 
 
Benjamin Maltby built the first saw mill, now known as the Hamlet of Glenwood, in the 
Town of Colden. When a post office was built in 1849, the Hamlet of Glenwood received 
its name. The Presbyterian Church of Glenwood was formed in 1829, and the first public 
meeting house in Glenwood was built in 1847. 

Cadwallader D. Colden (The town named themselves 
after this former state representative and mayor of NYC) 

Colden United Methodist (organized in 1871) 

Welcoming Signage at Colden Town Hall 
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Town of Aurora/Village of East Aurora 
Early settlement in the Town of Aurora clustered near mills constructed on the Cazenovia 
Creek; these include the early settlements of Willink and East Aurora on the “Middle 
Road” (a.k.a Big Tree Rd. and Route 20A).   These small stops along the east-west passage 
often consisted of little more than a store and a tavern. Vestiges of the original hamlets in 
the Town of Aurora remain in places like West Falls, Griffins Mills, and Jewettville. The Village 
of East Aurora was originally two separate hamlet areas; the west end of the Village was 
known as Willink (downtown), and the central business district near the railroad tracks was 
the “east village,” or “uptown.” In 1873, the two merged to become the Village of East 
Aurora, which became the most prominent commercial and retail center for the  
surrounding rural area. 

The Hamlet of West Falls (On the Cazenovia Creek and Route 240 of the byway) 

Significant growth came to the larger region with the completion of the Erie Canal in 
1825. East Aurora and Willink were initially linked to the canal by Big Tree Road and the 
Hamburg Turnpike, creating a farm-to-market route from Buffalo. The growing waves of 
settlers and their heavy use of these dirt highways, especially during wet conditions, led 
to the development of plank roads. In 1846, New York State authorized the Buffalo and 
Aurora Plank Road Company to build a road over an 18-mile route, linking Buffalo and 
East Aurora. This toll road, now known as Buffalo Road (Route 16), featured an eight-foot-
wide wooden plank center with gravel and dirt shoulders. 

Toll Gate on the Hamburg Turnpike (late 1880’s) 
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The construction of the Buffalo, New York, and Philadelphia Railroad and the opening of 
the East Aurora station in 1867 spurred traditional industrial development in the  
village. The railroad linked the Village of East Aurora to the City of Buffalo, making the 
plank roads obsolete. The railroad provided both freight and passenger service.   A  
larger depot was constructed, replacing the smaller original structure, when the Main 
Street at-grade crossing was eliminated in 1935. Automobiles began to eclipse the train 
for private travel and soon the passenger service was terminated. The railroad station 
remains as a landmark on River Road. 

The village’s distinguished racehorse 
breeding and trotting industry centered 
at the stables of C.J. Hamlin, and later 
Seymour H. Knox (a founder of the  
Albright-Knox Art Gallery in Buffalo), 
near the west end of Main Street.  Knox 
has produced a number of nationally 
prominent race horses, including the 
renowned “Mambrino King”. In addition, 
the world’s largest covered racetrack 
was located at Jewett Farm in the Town 
of Aurora.  It is believed that Elbert  
Hubbard chose East Aurora as the  
location of the Roycroft campus  
because of his great love of horses.  

Elbert Hubbard and S.H. Knox (Walking through what is 
now Knox Farm State Park) 

The Roycroft Campus, located along South Grove Street on the south side of Main Street 
in the Village of East Aurora, is a group of buildings in a medieval-style setting and the site 
of a significant cultural movement that influenced the nation. The Roycroft Campus was 
home to a significant cultural movement that influenced the nation. In the late 1800’s, an 
artistic revolt emerged in the United States against the societal changes and restrictions 
ushered in by the Victorian Age. Inspired by leaders of the Arts and Crafts movement in 
England, William Morris and John Ruskin, the nascent cultural movement that developed 
in the United States in part at Roycroft was response to the mass production of the  
applied arts. The Arts and Crafts movement that grew out of this reaction to the control 
and mechanization of the workplace was a forerunner to the workers’ rights movement 
and a loosening up of society restrictions in behavior and dress.  
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The Roycroft Campus is the best 
preserved and most complete 
complex of buildings remaining in 
the United States of the “guilds” 
that evolved in the United States 
as centers of craftsmanship and 
philosophy. Roycroft was at the 
vanguard of the creation of the 
uniquely American “Arts and 
Crafts” style, a decorative arts  
design that emphasizes spare, 
clean lines and simplicity of  
design. Author, lecturer, and  
entrepreneur Elbert Hubbard  
began to develop the Roycroft 
Campus in 1897. The Campus in 
East Aurora became a Mecca for 
master craftsmen and a gather-
ing place for notable artists,  
authors, philosophers, and power 
brokers in U.S. history. 

The Campus, designated a National 
Historic Landmark district (NHL) in 
1986, contains 14 structures including 
the Inn, the Chapel, the Print Shop, 
the Furniture Shop, and the Copper 
Shop, to name a few. The Campus 
began to fall into disrepair over time 
and, by 1989, was placed by the  
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
on its 11 Most Endangered Places list 
of historic properties that are severely 
at risk. The Inn was fully restored and 
reopened in 1995. 

Roycroft was an artistic community founded by Elbert Hubbard in 1895 as an artistic  
revolt against the mass production of applied arts. The premise of this influential artistic 
movement was to provide artisans a medieval craft guild setting in which they could live, 
and work – making beautiful objects by hand and thereby achieve fulfillment. Roycroft 
was perhaps the most renowned of the “guilds” that evolved in the United States in the 
early 1900’s and was at the vanguard of the creation of a distinctive and geometric 
decorative arts design that was later to become known as “Arts and Crafts”.  

Historic Plaque at the Entrance to the Roycroft Campus  

Entrance to the Central Roycroft Shop  
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The Campus attracted and supported the artistic maturation of master craftsmen  
including print designer Dard Hunter, coppersmith William Jennings – and painters Alexis 
Fournier and Sandor Landeau. The Roycrofters produced fine hand-bound books,  
paintings, carvings, metalwork, and ceramics. Roycroft style influenced architecture,  
particularly the Prairie School and Bungalow genres, as well as furniture design. 
 
The Roycroft Campus was also an important meeting place for late 19th century and 
early 20th century writers, artists, social activists, and philosophers who were influential in 
shaping American society. A few of the historically significant personages who came to 
socialize and theorize at Roycroft included Booker T. Washington, Stephen Crane, Carl 
Sandburg, and Clara Barton. Elbert Hubbard himself was a well-known cultural figure, as 
a poet, author, lecturer and editor of literary magazines.  

The Original Roycroft Campus Coppersmith Shop Today’s Roycroft Campus Coppersmith Shop 

By the turn of the 20th century, the Village 
of East Aurora was densely built up with 
mixed residential, commercial and  
industrial uses. Activity close to the railroad 
concentrated around the Griggs and Ball 
flour mill, the Godfrey feed and coal yard, 
the Buffalo creamery, the Geib planning 
mill, the East Aurora bottling works, Peek 
agricultural implements, and the sash and 
bind factory. Vidler’s Five & Dime  
department store, still a nostalgic East 
Aurora institution, opened in 1930.  The  
variety of Goods and pre-mall, small-town 
charm attracts tourists by the busload. 
 
The post-World War II development of the 
Interstate-90, and the completion of New 
York State Route 400 in the 1960’s,  
improved access to the greater Buffalo 
region. 

Vidler’s 5&10 (painted by Sally Cook for the store’s 
50th anniversary) 
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E.  Local Historic Societies and Museums 

The Town and Village of Orchard Park 
The Orchard Park Historical Society  
operates the Orchard Park Historical  
Museum, located in the Jolls’ Mansion at 
4287 South Buffalo Street in the Village of 
Orchard Park.   This building was owned by 
the beloved Dr. Jolls and is listed on the 
National Historic Register. The museum 
houses a collection of historic materials 
and exhibits on Orchard Park and the  
surrounding area. 

Jolls’ Mansion 

The Baltimore & Ohio (B & O) Railroad  
Depot has been restored and is used by 
village civic organizations for certain  
functions, and is open to the public for  
limited times each week. The freight house, 
about 100 feet from the depot, will  
become the site of the new museum store 
and archive center for the site’s owner, the 
Western New York Historic Rail Society. 
These renovations will provide the public 
with access to the extensive historical  
collection holdings of the Society.  Also, 
the surrounding acres of lawn and trees 
was donated to the town. There are also a 
number of popular social and cultural 
functions held here throughout the year. 

The Museum of Pedaling History on North 
Buffalo Road features one of the world's 
largest collections of antique and classic 
American bicycles, including thousands of 
items of cycling-related memorabilia. The 
museum interprets not just the bicycle, but 
the ways in which it affected American life. 

The Orchard Park B&O Depot 

The Museum of Pedaling History 
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The Town of Boston 
The Boston Historical Society is located at 
9410 Boston State Road in a former pioneer 
church building that dates back to 1811. 
The Museum belongs to the Boston  
Historical Society and is subsidized by the 
Town of Boston. It is open April through  
October on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 PM. 
The Museum holds a collection of docu-
ments and artifacts on the history of the 
Town of Boston and Western New York. The 
Society organizes tours for school children 
and manages the historic archives of the 
Town of Boston, including genealogical 
research materials. 

Town of Concord/Village of Springville 
The Concord Historical Society has its  
headquarters at the Warner Museum on 
Main Street. Here it maintains the extensive 
Warner collection, a vintage carriage 
house, and a vibrant Victorian garden. The 
Society sponsors a variety of activities  
during the year including a Victorian Tea, a 
cookie sale, the Dairy Festival, bus and car 
tours, and programs with local schools. The 
Society’s Center for Genealogical Re-
search is located in the former Universalist 
Church, giving access to local records, is-
sues of the Springville Journal dating back 
to the 1860’s, and the 1883 Briggs History of 
Springville. 

The Town of Aurora/Village of East Aurora 
The Millard Fillmore House is located in East 
Aurora at 24 Shearer Avenue. This resi-
dence was built by Fillmore – the 13th 
president of the United States. Fillmore and 
his wife resided here before his presidency, 
from 1826 to 1830. The building was added 
to the National Register of Historic Places in 
1974. 

The Boston Historical Society 

The Concord Historical Society 

The Millard Fillmore House 
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The Elbert Hubbard Museum is located in the Scheidemantel house at 363 Oakwood  
Avenue. This house has been on the National Register of Historic Places since 1994. George 
Scheidemantel was the master leathersmith of the Roycroft Institution during its peak. The 
house is a “Roycroft bungalow” style house designed and constructed by Roycroft  
craftsmen. The Elbert Hubbard Museum is filled with artifacts pertaining to the life and 
works of the man himself. Along with Hubbard’s work, other Roycroft Craftsmen’s fine 
books, copperware, leather crafts and furniture are on display. The museum is open to the 
public for tours and special events throughout the year. 

The Elbert Hubbard Museum (The museum is open June 1 to October 15,  
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday, 2-4p.m.)  

E.  Designated Historic Resources 

State and National Register of Historic Places 
The National Register of Historic Places is the nation’s official list of cultural resources worthy 
of preservation. Authorized under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the  
National Register is part of a program to coordinate and support public and private efforts 
to identify, evaluate, and protect our historic and archeological resources. Properties listed 
on the register include districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that are significant to 
American history.  This includes distinct forms of architecture, natural wonders, feats of  
engineering, and unique cultural attributes. 
 

The National Register is administered by the National Park Service (NPS), which is part of 
the U.S. Department of the Interior. The New York Historic Preservation Act of 1980  
authorized the New York State Register. The same eligibility criteria are used for both the 
State and National Registers. In New York, the New York State office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) acting as the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
administers the State Register. 
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Town and Village of Orchard Park 
In the Village of Orchard Park, the William Jolls’ Mansion on South Buffalo Street is S/NR 
listed. Built circa 1870 by Ambrose Johnson, the mansion is considered to be one of the 
best examples of Italianate architecture in Western New York. 

The Town of Concord/Village of Springville 
In the Village of Springville and the Town of Concord, historic resources listed on the State 
and National Registers of Historic Places include the Springville Post Office on Franklin 
Street, the Citizen’s National Bank Building, the East Main-Mechanic Street Historic District, 
the Buffalo Rochester & Pittsburgh Railroad Station and the Scoby Power Plant and Dam 
Complex. 
 
The Post Office was constructed in 1936-37 and is historically significant as an intact  
example of federal architecture, erected during the Great Depression of the 1930’s.  
Designed by Supervising Architect of the Treasury Louis A. Simon, the Colonial Revival  
structure contains a Depression-era mural painted in 1938 by well-known muralist and 
teacher Victoria H. Huntley of New York City. The mural, entitled “Fiddler’s Green”, depicts 
a historic square dancing scene in the Village of Springville. 

Victoria Huntley's Fiddler’s Green  (as displayed in the Springville Post Office) 

Citizen’s National Bank Building (presently 
the Village Municipal Building) is located 
at Five West Main Street next to the Art 
Deco Joylan movie theater. Designed 
and erected in 1939 under the Art Deco 
and Art Modern styles, the building is sig-
nificant as an intact example of the com-
mercial architecture of the 1930’s. It is also  
artistically significant and distinguished by 
a Works Progress Administration (WPA)  
mural entitled “Credit Man’s Confidence 
in Man,” by nationally recognized artist 
Louis Grell of Chicago. Citizen’s National Bank in 1900 (left hand side) 
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The East Main-Mechanic Street Historic District encompasses the four blocks at the  
Springville Village center, including 48 civic and commercial properties, one residence, 
and Fiddlers’ Green Park. 

The Buffalo Rochester & Pittsburgh Railroad 
Station, at 227 West Main Street, is an early 
20th century stone and brick revival  
structure with a distinctive glazed tile roof 
with hipped dormers and projecting eaves 
that were designed to protect passengers 
from inclement weather. Built in 1910 by 
local builder J.L. Shuttleworth to replace 
the much more modest earlier station  
dating from 1884, the BR&P Springville  
Station is a largely intact example of early 
20th century railroad depot architecture 
and is the only BR&P station still in existence 
on the entire line. It also represents the 
growth and development of the railroads, 
and subsequently the overall industrializa-
tion of the Western New York region. The 
station’s role in the development of the 
community cannot be overemphasized. 
During its early days, the train station was 
truly the gateway of the community to the 
rest of the world.  It served multiple pur-
poses as the telegraph and mail center, as 
well as the transportation hub of the town 
and village. Today, the proposed Route 
219 of the scenic byway directly enters the 
Village of Springville. 

Springville Depot from the Front (Standing on Main 
Street, Route 39) 

Springville Depot from the Side (Watercolor by local  
artist Thelma Winter) 

F.  Potential Historic Sites 

In addition to the designated historic resources, the following properties may be eligible 
for listing on the State or National Register of Historic Places, or local listing. The Urban  
Design Project held discussions with the local historians, and conducted a windshield sur-
vey of the identified potential resources. However, this list is not complete and only  
represents the most identifiable resources. 
 
The criteria for being listed on the National Register were used as the basis for this  
evaluation. These aspects relate to the significance in American history, the quality of 
architecture, archeological interest, and the uniqueness of local cultures. These criteria 
are measured in regards to their presence in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and  
artifacts that: 
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•possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and  
      association. 
 
•are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pat-

terns of our history. 
 
•are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
 
•embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; or 

that represent the work of a master, possess high artistic values, or that represent a 
significant and  

 
•distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 
 
•have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

Town and Village of Orchard Park 
In the Village of Orchard Park there are additional sites noted by local historians as being 
historically significant based on the importance of the architecture, personages, and/or 
events associated with the properties. These sites are as follows: 

Quaker Meeting House built in 1820. It is recognized as the first church in Erie County. 

The Quaker Meeting House with Testimonial Signage (A message of peace is presented at the front door) 
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The Old Baltimore & Ohio Depot is located on West Highland Avenue. Built in 1911 by the 
Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh Railway, the station is grander than was common for the 
line.  This is because the railway’s president, Harry Yates, lived in the village of Orchard 
Park. With the exception that brick was used in place of stone, the depot is a replica of 
the H.H. Richardson depot in Auburndale, Massachusetts. The passenger depot features 
separate men's and women's waiting rooms, wooden wainscoting, exposed wooden 
ceiling beams, and most of all the original wooden benches. The depot was donated by 
its private owner to the Orchard Park Historic Society in 1990. It replaced the very small 
wooden depot that stood at Orchard Park when the Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh  
Railway opened in 1883. (Historic rail depots in the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway area 
are listed in Table II.C-1 below) 

Railroad Place Street Built Track 

State and National 
Registers of Historic 
Places Listing Status 

Buffalo, Rochester &  
Pittsburgh 

Orchard Park 395 South  
Lincoln Ave 

1912 Not in use No 

Buffalo, Rochester &  
Pittsburgh 

Springville 227 West  
Main St.  

1911 Not in use Yes 

Buffalo & Susquehanna Boston (moved, now at) 
7073 Boston 

Cross Rd. 

1906 n/a No 

Buffalo, New York &  
Philadelphia 

East Aurora Riley Street 1876 Active for 
freight 

No 

The Orchard Park BRP Depot  

Table II.C-1  Historic Railroad Depots of the Southtowns Corridor 
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The former U.S. Post Office is now the Joint Town/Village Municipal Complex. 
 
Erasmus Webster House is where the early settler of the Quaker community dwelled. 
 
Obadiah Baker Homestead was built in 1840 and served as one of the last stations of the 
Underground Railroad for slaves en route to Canada from Buffalo. 
 
Freeman Homestead, built in 1810, was a meeting place for early settlers, Quakers and 
Indian Conferences. 

Chestnut Ridge Park, which dates back to 
1926, was largely built during the  
Depression Era, with much of the park  
construction handled through the Works 
Progress Agency (WPA) work force through 
the 1930s. The timbers used to construct 
the Casino and other structures were  
predominantly the fallen chestnut trees 
from which the park takes its name.  The 
stone used in the construction of the  
casino, bridges, wells and ornate arches is 
red medina sandstone, used in many  
historic structures in Western New York. 

Orchard Park Country Club, the landscape of which was designed by renowned golfer 
and golf course designer Walter J. Davis, was opened in 1916. Davis designed 27 golf 
courses in the United States between 1904 and 1926, including such well-known courses 
as Cape Arundel Golf Club in Kennebunkport, Maine. In its 2001 ranking of America's top 
100 "Classic" courses, Golfweek included four Travis golf courses:  Garden City Golf Club 
(1901-06) Westchester Country Club (South and West courses, 1919), Ekwanok Country 
Club (Manchester, VT, 1899), and Hollywood Golf Club (Deal, NJ, 1917). 

The Casino Building of Chestnut Ridge Park 

Walter J. Travis 
During the early decades of the 20th century, the most prominent name in golf 
was Walter J. Travis.  From 1900 to his retirement from competitive golf in 1916, 
Walter Travis was hailed as the most successful amateur golfer in the United 
States.  Thus, he became affectionately known as "The Old Man".  He was the 
United States Amateur Champion in 1900, 1901, and 1903, and was Medalist 
in the 1902, 1906, 1907, and 1908 Amateur Championships.  In 1904, in his 
crowning achievement as a golfer, Travis became the first American (and first 
non-Brit) to win the British Amateur Championship.  During his golfing career 
and following his retirement from competitive golf, Travis was highly influential 
through his writing and golf course design.  In 1901, he published his first 
book, Practical Golf, followed shortly by The Art of Putting.  In 1908, he 
founded and published the first issue of the highly regarded magazine, The 
American Golfer.  He was a prolific and influential golf journalist whose  
writings appeared regularly in magazines, such as Country Life. 
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The Town of Boston 
The Town of Boston Historical Society maintains markers that identify potential historic  
resources including those listed below. The sites clearly depict life on the rough-and-
tumble Niagara “Frontier”, a land of hard-working pioneers, religious freedom-seekers, 
ne’er-do-wells, illness, and brilliant successes despite all the hardships: 

 
Ellen Beach Yaw birthplace:  The childhood home of the  
famous soprano singer still exists at 6869 Boston Cross Road. 
To the rear of the home is the site of the Yaw Bell Factory, 
once the world’s largest manufacturer of cow and sheep 
bells. 
 
 
North Boston Fire Department is where the formation of the 
fire department took place after the fire at a hotel dance in 
1903. One of the department’s first hand pumps is on display 
at the Historical Museum. 
 
 
 

Talcutt Patchin Home: Patchin, a dynamic preacher, orator and founder of the Patchinite 
religion sect, lived at 8010 Boston State Road until 1834. The hamlet of Patchin, on upper 
Cole Road near Boston-Colden Road, was named after him. 
 
The gravesite of merchant marine John Love: Brutally 
murdered in 1824 by the Thayer brothers, butchers 
by trade who owed Love money, he was laid to rest 
in Maplewood Cemetery.  The brothers were  
sentenced to death for the crime and were hung in 
Lafayette Square in Buffalo in June 1825. The event 
was the only triple hanging ever to take place in the 
City of Buffalo and last public hanging in Erie 
County.  At that time, future president Grover  
Cleveland was Erie County Sheriff. 

Typhoid Well is located at the site of the former Fuller’s  
Tavern. Here at Zimmerman and Boston State Roads,  
contaminated water from the tavern’s well caused the death 
of ten Boston residents in 1832. 

Birthplace of Ellen Yaw (marked 
with historic signage) 

Maplewood Cemetery  (this ancient cemetery 
is great for making rubbings of gravestones) 

Still a Tavern (The Site of the  
Typhoid Well) 
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The Landon Brook railroad fill. An amazing engineering achievement in its day, this fill 
(located about half way between Trevett and Fowlerville Roads) enabled trains to cross 
the steep gorge at Landon Brook. The largest earthen fill in Erie County, this feat  
overcame the last obstacle in the building of the Buffalo & Susquehanna Railroad, which 
had a major impact on the town in terms of shipping goods and traveling between  
municipalities. 

The Landon Brook Railroad Fill (Built upon a long concrete tunnel, today the Landon fill is covered in nature trails)  

Town of Concord/Village of Springville 
There are two districts potentially eligible for listing on the State and National Registers of 
Historic Places in the Village of Springville—the East Hill and West Main Street districts. 
Properties in the districts date from the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The East 
Hill district includes 55 residences on both sides of Main Street, between Elk Street and just 
east of East Avenue. The West Main Street district includes 26 mostly residential buildings 
on both sides of Main Street, from Waverly Street to just east of Central Avenue. 

The Old Springville Firemen’s Building The Springville Methodist Church and Parsonage 
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Town of Colden 
There are no properties listed on the State 
and National Registers of Historic Places in 
the Town of Colden. Locally significant  
structures include the Colden Country Store 
and the former Colden Mill (located at 8348 
Boston-Colden Road in the hamlet of 
Colden.) The structure was originally built in 
1830 as a water-powered feed mill. The  
original mill owner died tragically when he 
fell beneath the rotating mill stone. His death 
caused his distraught wife to kill herself and 
their young daughter. Today the mill has 
been converted into the Colden Mill  
Restaurant, a country restaurant with a  
tradition in culinary excellence. 

The Colden Mill Restaurant 

Village of East Aurora 
In 1974 the Roycroft Campus was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Then in 
1986 it was named a National Historic Landmark, the most significant designation  
possible. The Millard Fillmore House was added to the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1974. The Scheidemantel house at 363 Oakwood Avenue has been on the National 
Register of Historic Places since 1994. 

Religious Freedom 
In the 1800’s, Western New York State was a magnet for people seeking religious  
freedom. Its avant-garde religious climate also helped it to become a center of national 
significance for new and alternative religious sects. In Palmyra in Ontario County, 14-year
-old Joseph Smith purportedly discovered what was to become known as the Book of 
Mormon, the beginning of the Mormon Church of the Latter-Day Saints. Lily Dale  
Assembly, the world's oldest and largest Spiritualist community, was founded by the Fox 
sisters in 1879 in Lily Dale, Chautauqua County. Also in that county is the Chautauqua  
Institute, a religious community founded on the shores of Lake Chautauqua. Shakers had 
a number of settlements in Western New York. The first was at Sodus, Wayne County in 
the 1820s. The sect moved to Groveland, Livingston County in the 1830s. 
 
Throughout the 1800s religious fervor roiled Western New York. Shakers, Spiritualists,  
Mormons and others found solace in a land of free thinkers. The Southtowns area in the 
vicinity of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway was a very important center for the Quaker  
religion. In addition, a unique religious sect—the Patchinites—developed in a Boston 
hamlet. Just beyond the corridor study area is the Village of East Aurora, which is home 
to both a Spiritualist temple and a Trinitarian church, in addition to more mainstream 
places of worship. The Rosicrucians and the Skeptics are other religious and philosophical 
orders that drew followers to the region. 

G.  Historic Themes 
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Early Westward Pioneer Migration 
The tales of roadways and railroads that cut through a forested wilderness, tragic  
epidemics, and other hardships associated with life on the Niagara Frontier give us an 
idea of the tribulations of pioneer life. The Niagara Frontier was called a frontier because 
it was just that—the edge of the civilized world, as Americans knew it in the early 19th 
century.  An enormous aspect of this migration was the Erie Canal, the western terminus 
of which is located less than five miles from the 219 in Buffalo.  The canal was the first step 
to opening up the Midwest to commerce with the East in the mid-1800’s.  The original  
canal and surrounding cobblestone district are in the process of preservation and  
restoration.  This ongoing project will draw untold thousands to the nearby waterfront. 

The Western Terminal of the Erie Canal in Buffalo  
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A.  Introduction 
 
The proposed Scenic Byway Corridor is lo-
cated in the predominantly rural southern 
portion of Erie County, yet geographically 
within the outer rings of the Buffalo-
Niagara Falls metropolitan area. The  
natural features of the Western New York 
Southtowns Scenic Byway  region include 
the area’s topography, geological forma-
tions, fossils, water bodies, vegetation, and 
wildlife.  The landscape is composed of 
farmsteads on prime agricultural soils,  
diverse ecosystems, forested areas, open 
hills, major creeks and their watersheds, 
and gorges that are intrinsically important  
elements in defining the character and 
quality of life along the byway.  

Aerial of the Rural Boston Hills 

B.  Natural Resources 
 
Natural resources ― including topography, soils, water, native plants and animals ― are 
important elements in defining the character and quality of life in the corridor study area. 
The geology and topography of the area define the framework for scenic landscapes. In 
this case, the land is a product of the last great Ice Age, when the crust of the Earth was 
tilled and transported by the moving glaciers. The map entitled ”Natural Features,”  
below, depicts the creeks, wetlands, ponds and lakes, steep slopes, and fish resources in 
the byway study area. 

Geology and Topography 
Geology encompasses the bedrock geology of the region as well as the superficial  
geology, composed of soils and glacial deposits. The Southtowns area, including the  
WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Corridor, owes much of its topography and soil conditions 
to the glacial waters that covered the region in prehistoric times. The beaches of huge 
glacial lakes and glacial moraine outwash created the area’s gravel deposits. The high-
est point in Erie County is located in the Town of Concord, at Townsend Hill, six miles 
northwest of Springville. The elevation at this point is 1,935 feet above sea level. It is inter-
esting to note that, with the exception of the Catskills and the Adirondacks, few areas of 
New York State reach 2,000 feet. Elevation changes result in sometimes dramatically 
steep hills along the roadways and in steeply sloping lands that open up stunning views 
of rural farmsteads, villages, and woodland edges. Change in topography, which is 
prevalent in the Town of Boston, dominates this scenic landscape of wooded hillsides 
and rural farmsteads. The Villages of Orchard Park and East Aurora occupy the mostly 
level terrain of the Erie-Ontario lake plain, with the rolling hills of the Allegheny Plateau to 
the south and east. 
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The corridor study area is underlain by bedrock of the Devonian age. Formations of the 
Middle Devonian age are at lower elevations, while those of the later Devonian are at 
higher elevations. The formations at the lowest elevations are dominated by shale and at 
the higher elevations by sandstone strata. The corridor study area, characteristic of the  
Appalachian Uplands of which it is a part, is crisscrossed by a winding network of creeks 
and brooks. 

Alleghany Plateau 

Ontario Lowlands 

Bedrock Map of New York State (Erie County is split between the Alleghany  
Plateau in green and the Ontario Lowlands in yellow) 

Elevation/Watershed Map of WNY (Green= 298-529 ft., 
Light Green= 530-1538 ft., Yellow= 1539-2003 ft.) 

Steep slopes on Rice Road in the Town of Boston 
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The steeply-sloped gorges carved through the rolling hills of the byway landscape  are 
characteristic along the boundary between the Lake Plain and Appalachian Plateau. 
These areas occur where major streams have cut back from the Lake Plain into the Pla-
teau, exposing high banks of eroding bedrock. The topography of the southernmost by-
way Towns of Boston, Colden, and Concord is comprised of this combination of high pla-
teaus and low valleys. The rolling hills of Boston, in particular, open up long views of the 
region. The West Branch of Cazenovia Creek, hugged by NYS Route 240,  has carved out 
a long valley on a north-south axis that runs through the country hamlets of West Falls 
and Colden and continues south into Cattaraugus County. 

Zoar Valley 
The Zoar Valley is located southwest of the byway 
corridor area and would be featured as an optional 
loop tour for WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway visitors. 
Zoar Valley Gorge, with cliffs that rise 400 feet above 
the valley floor, is the dramatic geological fissure 
carved by the rushing waters of Cattaraugus Creek, 
which forms the Erie-Cattaraugus County border. Lo-
cated 35 miles south of the City of Buffalo, Zoar Valley 
is one of Western New York's most spectacular natural 
features—a 6.4-mile long canyon formed by two 
branches of Cattaraugus Creek that flow into Lake 
Erie several miles downstream at Irving, NY. The Zoar 
Valley State Multiple Use Area (MUA) is a 2,927-acre 
New York State-owned multi-use area located in the 
Towns of Otto, Persia, and Collins. The canyon is also 
famed for its whitewater and 14 waterfalls: some wa-
terfalls, known as “cascades,” plummet down the 
gorge walls for drops of up to 140-feet-long.  

West Branch of the Cazenovia Creek in the Town of Colden  

Zoar Valley Gorge (viewed from Valentine 
Flats) 
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The Zoar Valley Gorge contains some of the tallest and 
most ancient trees in the Northeast. These old-growth 
trees have  been documented in the wildest and most 
remote areas of Zoar Valley, which flanks Cattaraugus 
Creek between Springville and Gowanda. Some of the 
trees are 150 feet tall, and are between 300 and 350 
years old. The "Gallery of Giants" is in a remote area 
east of Valentine Flats, a valley area that is protected 
by shale cliffs that rise between 300 and 400 feet 
above the creek bed. In Western New York, only the 
cliffs at Letchworth State Park are higher. The rich river 
soils, soaring cliffs, and the remoteness have protected 
these trees from wind, lightning strikes, and chainsaws. 
Zoar Valley is arguably the wildest, most remote place 
in Western New York. Many of the trees were the tallest 
of their species north of the Great Smoky Mountains. 
The oldest trees in the Zoar Valley forest appear to be 
in the 300- to 350-year range, with many more in the 
150- to 200-year range.   

 

A Sycamore Stands 145-Feet-Tall in 
the Zoar Valley 

Fun For All in the Zoar Valley Multiple Use Area (Rafting, ridges, waterfalls, hiking and climbing make Zoar Valley ap-
pealing to a wide range of visitors) 
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Water Resources and Wetlands 
Five of  the 16  watersheds in Erie County – Smokes Creek, Buffalo River/Cazenovia  
Creek,  Eighteen Mile Creek, and Lower and Upper Cattaraugus Creek, – run through the 
Scenic Byway region and all drain to Lake Erie. These creeks and their gorges are the 
most dramatic landscape features of the area. In addition, the riparian corridors and 
their adjoining wetlands provide prime habitat for diverse species of vegetation and 
wildlife. 

Wetlands provide important wildlife habi-
tats, as well as opportunities for recrea-
tion and valuable open space. Wetlands 
also play an important role in flood con-
trol and in improving water quality, as 
they are natural filters able to absorb 
large quantities of run-off while filtering 
out impurities and sediments. In New York 
State, the Freshwater Wetlands Act pro-
tects certain wetlands from activities that 
have a negative impact on water qual-
ity. Any wetland of 12.4 acres or more, 
and smaller wetlands determined to be 
of unusual local importance, are regu-
lated by the Act. Anyone proposing to 
undertake an activity on or within 100 
feet of a designated wetland may be 
required to obtain a permit from NYS-
DEC. In addition to designated wetlands, 
all wetlands and watercourses associ-
ated with navigable waters are pro-
tected under Article 15 of the New York 
State Environmental Conservation Law.  

Erie County Wetlands and 100 Year Floodplains 
(Green= Federal Wetland, Dark Blue= State Wetland, 
Light Blue= 100 Year Floodplain) 

Eighteen-Mile Creek in the Town of Boston Cattaraugus Creek Waterfall 

III-6 



III.  Natural and Agricultural Quality                    

Volume One 

 
In addition to protection under State laws and regulations, wetlands are protected under 
the Federal Clean Water Act with the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers administering the 401-
permit program. These wetlands have been identified under the National Wetlands  
Inventory and can include wetlands as small as one acre. The federal wetlands are  
defined by three criteria: type of vegetation, period of inundation, and hydric soils; 
whereas the State designated wetlands are defined in terms of size and vegetation only. 
 
 
Water Quality Classifications 
The quality of water resources are defined in terms of chemical, physical, and biological 
characteristics, which, in turn, relate to the water's acceptability for its intended use. The 
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) has classified 
streams, lakes, and rivers according to best use. The classifications are used to regulate 
water quality and enforce water quality standards. 
 
The water quality classifications used by NYSDEC are as follows: 
 
Class AA: Source of water supply for drinking, culinary or food processing purposes  
  and any other usage. 
 
Class A: Source of water supply for drinking, culinary or food processing purposes 
  and any other uses with treatment. 
 
Class B: Primary contact recreation and any other uses except as a source of  
  water supply for drinking, culinary or food processing purposes. 
 
Class C: Suitable for fishing and other uses except as a source of water supply for 
  drinking, culinary or food processing purposes. 
 
Class D: Suitable for secondary contact recreation but will not support the  
  propagation of fish. 

Plant Communities  
Much of the open land in the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway area is either forested or in 
the process of returning to forest. The more steeply sloping lands (the slopes leading 
down to Cattaraugus and Eighteen Mile Creeks)  contain mostly Hemlock-Northern  
Hardwood Forest, while the less steeply sloping sections contain either conifer plantations 
or more natural communities of Successional Northern Hardwoods or Successional  
Hardwood Swamp.  
 
The most typical forest type of the eastern deciduous forest in the corridor study area is 
the Hemlock-Northern Hardwoods where hemlock, beech, and sugar maple are abun-
dant.  These also consist of American elm, red maple, white ash, and yellow birch, with a 
mix of red oak trees species. The mature forested hillsides are made primarily of this can-
opy mix, as scene in the following pictures of Sprague Brook Park. 
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Much of the eastern deciduous forest found in the corridor study area has been highly 
fragmented by farming and forestry activities, building development, and roadways. Yet 
the corridor study area is still well-known for its sugar maples and maple syrup production.  
In addition, the people of Southern Erie County enjoy the spectacular displays of fall  
foliage with red, orange, yellow, green and brown hues. 

Zoar Valley in Autumn (oil on canvas by Thomas Annear) 

A Wall of Forest (Agricultural field adjoining the heavily 
wooded Boston Hills) 

Wood Trail (Erie County Forest in Concord) 
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The forest habitat contains a diversity of primarily deciduous tree and shrub species, in  
addition to vines and herbaceous ground cover vegetation. Variation in the plant species 
composition occur according to changes in site topography, solar aspect, soil and  
geologic condition, hydrology and the degree to which a given area had been disturbed 
in the past. 

Many wildflowers thrive in deciduous forests in early spring and summer. Woodland  
sunflower, wild lettuce, trout lily, trillium, may apple, and venus looking glass are among a 
few. Overall, there are more than 100 kinds of trees in these mixed deciduous forests. 
The wooded lands also provide scenic forests, wetlands, and natural habitat. Woodlands 
in the region are generally comprised of hardwood forests that have been cut two or 
three times — or more. The upland forests are typically dominated by tulip poplar, oak, 
and American beech. Secondary, under-story, species include oak and ash, with an oc-
casional sycamore or bitternut hickory. The lowland and floodplain forests are also domi-
nated by tulip poplar and American beech, but secondary species are more likely to be 
red maple, black gum, ash, and sycamore. Timber harvesting poses a potential threat to 
the forests, the byway’s scenic character and the habitat value. Yet, logging activities 
create clear-cut areas that benefit certain types of hunting, particularly grouse hunting. 

Hemlock-Northern Hardwoods Forest, (Sprague Brook 
Park, Town of Concord) 

Woodland Sunflower Venus Looking Glass Trillium  
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The Town of Concord has three areas of Erie County forest, all located in the northeast sec-
tion of the town near Kissing Bridge Ski Resort and Sprague Brook County Park. County for-
est areas total over 600 acres and are generally open to the public, but contain no facili-
ties . Some timbering takes place, with the wood produced being used for county public 
works projects. 

The Scarbuck Trail in Winter (A great place for snowshoeing in the Erie County Forest) 

The Villages of East Aurora, 
Springville, and Orchard Park 
have stately tree-lined main 
thoroughfares that are  
important assets in providing 
beauty, character, shade, and 
habitat. Species include oak, 
maple, hawthorn, ash, and  
locust. Designed landscapes 
include Knox Farm State Park in 
the Village of East Aurora, the 
Aurora Country Club, the Bos-
ton Country Club, and some 
larger residential estates in the 
Boston Hills, Orchard Park and 
Aurora. 

East Aurora is a designated Tree City, USA 

Former farmlands and other open field areas can be classified as late woody old-field 
with a mixture of grasses and herbaceous material, and old-field species along with 
brambles, shrubs, and sapling sized tree growth.  
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Fish and Wildlife Resources 
Open lands along the Scenic Byway, including privately held land and designated parks, 
contain a variety of aquatic (riverine), palustrine, and terrestrial ecological communities, 
which provide numerous distinct habitats for many forms of wildlife.  

The corridor study area is renowned throughout New York 
State for its superb fishing. The Cattaraugus Creek is also 
well known as an important spawning ground for several 
species of Great Lakes fish. Seventy percent of the Steel-
head population in Cattaraugus Creek is of wild strain. Sev-
eral species of fish are common inhabitants of the county’s 
streams and their tributaries including rainbow, brown and 
brook trout, hog suckers, white suckers, stoneroller min-
nows, creek chubs, blacknose daces, longnose daces, 
fantail darters, Johnny darters, common shiners, bluntnose 
minnows, rock bass, smallmouth bass, blue gills, green sun-
fish and mottled sculpin. 

Steelhead of the Upper Catta-
raugus (Zoar Valley) 

Overall, the forestlands provide a good 
habitat for a number of indigenous 
woodland bird species, common small 
mammals, white tailed deer, owls, hawks, 
and other birds of prey. The habitat re-
sources value of the forestlands is gener-
ally good, particularly in the more 
sparsely populated, rural areas where 
large chunks of contiguous habitat areas 
remain. The study offers areas with fair 
grouse hunting in places where there is 
edge cover, and conifer plantations pro-
vide good winter cover.  Deer hunting is 
prolific in the Southtowns’ forests,  
drawing hundreds during the season. A Whitetail Deer in Sprague Brook Park 

The range and diversity of wildlife habitat found in the study area provides a suitable  
environment for protected and threatened wildlife species. Red fox and migratory  
osprey have been observed in this area. For "feeder" species, suburban landscapes are 
ideal. Others need wetlands, shores, or shallow waters. These habitats are necessary on a 
migratory route that passes through metropolitan areas. 
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Many species of birds migrate through the woods of the corridor study area in spring, just 
as insects and larvae emerge, and then pass through again on the return trip in autumn. 
The migratory flights of autumn are characterized by large numbers of birds, especially 
warblers, passing through the forest canopy or high above it. 

 
Zoar Valley boasts ancient trees, rarely seen forest creatures, and a slate-bedded creek 
within vistas that are unmatched in their natural beauty. Up to fifteen species of breeding 
warblers are possible including Black-throated Green, Blackburnian, Hooded, Magnolia, 
Canada, Blue-winged, Yellow, Chestnut-sided, Myrtle (Yellow-rumped), Mourning and 
Black-and-white Warblers, Common Yellowthroat, American Redstart, and Ovenbird. Six 
of the local breeding Woodpeckers (all but the Redheaded) might be found here, in-
cluding several Pilleated Woodpeckers and abundant Yellow Bellied Sapsuckers. Broad-
winged and Red-shouldered Hawk can be found as well as Sharp-shinned Hawk. Ameri-
can Kestrel and Red-tailed Hawk are likely. Wood Thrush, Veery, and Hermit Thrush are 
often heard singing. Common Merganser, Purple Finch, Purple Martin, and Winter Wren, 
might be found among commoner species such as Blue-headed and Red-eyed Vireos, 
and chickadees and juncos. Zoar Valley is good for migrants and excellent for breeding 
warblers. Because of the steepness of the gorge, loggers were unable to maim the forest 
and several tracts of old growth forest exist here. This spot is highly recommended to any-
one with an interest in birds, large trees, or spectacular views. 
 
Deer Lick Nature Sanctuary and other hiking areas in the Zoar Valley area are in Catta-
raugus County on the opposite side of Cattaraugus Creek from Zoar Valley MUA in Erie 
County. Lastly, Concord’s native wildlife habitat is also that typical of a northeastern 
hardwood forest.  

Pilleated Woodpecker 

Purple Finch  Red Shoulder Hawk 
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The Town’s large areas of wooded, undeveloped land and abandoned farmland  
support turkey, deer, hawks, chipmunks, garter snakes, owls, and other birds. Trout fishing 
is possible in some of the streams, and Cattaraugus Creek has salmon up to the  
Springville dam. The many water features throughout the area create habitats for  
waterfowl, including Canada geese.  

Canada Goose in Cazenovia Creek (Colden) Garter Snake in Erie County Forest (Concord) 

C.  Agricultural Resources 
 
Farmers have been the stewards of the 
Southern tier for generations. These farms 
help maintain scenic landscapes, protect 
wildlife habitats, and guard environmen-
tally sensitive areas like meadows, wood-
lands, wetlands, and streams. Communi-
ties in Erie County  increasingly recognize 
the need to support farm businesses and 
protect agricultural land.  

Sinking Ponds Nature Preserve is a 76-acre nature sanctuary owned by the Village of East 
Aurora located at the end of Pine Street Extensive in the northeast corner of the village. 
As its name indicates, the preserve includes a large pond as well as several smaller ponds 
and wetlands. It is home to beaver, turtles, and is a locally well-known birding spot.  The 
ponds resulted from melting glacial ice and are known as “kettle” ponds, as is Walden 
Pond in Massachusetts. 

The Old Roycroft Farm (East Aurora) 
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Agri-Tourism 
Agricultural tourism, or agri-tourism, is one  
alternative for improving the incomes and  
potential economic viability of small farms and 
rural communities. Agri-tourism generally refers 
to the act of visiting a working farm or any  
agricultural, horticultural or agribusiness  
operation for the purpose of enjoyment,  
education, or active involvement in the  
activities of the farm or operation. An example 
of this is Saville Farms located in the Village of 
Orchard Park. Saville Farms is a florist garden 
center that also offers farm tours and hayrides 
to the u-pick pumpkin patch in October every 
year. The following table locates farmers’  
markets in the study area: 

Farmers’ Markets in the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Region 

Name of Market Location Daily and Monthly Schedule 

Orchard Park Farmers Market 
 
Springville/Farmers Market at Gentner Auction 
 
East Aurora Farmers Market 

Orchard Park Rail Depot 
 
341 West Main Street 
 
Grey Street Plaza 

Saturdays, May-October 
 
Wednesdays, year round 
 
Wednesdays and Fridays,  
May-November 

East Aurora Farmers Market 

Boldt’s Evergreen Farm in Orchard Park offers 
a wide range of vegetable plants and  
annuals. For apple picking, visitors may travel 
six miles south on Route 219 to the Red Barrel 
Cider Mill. This Boston farm serves fresh pressed 
cider daily and has a full line of perennials and 
annuals, specialty foods, and fresh produce 
daily in season. They also provide fresh-baked 
goods on site. Lastly, Christmas trees can be 
purchased from Buckwheat’s Greenhouses & 
Farm in Springville. 

Red Barrel Cider Mill 

III-14 



III.  Natural and Agricultural Quality                    

Volume One 

Agricultural Districts 
As the map on the next page shows, much of the Towns of Concord and Boston are  
designated farmland as New York State Agricultural Districts. These districts are formed to 
help preserve the quality of agricultural lands, and within these agricultural districts  
medium-to-large farms provide the economic backbone of these two towns. Smaller 
farms are scattered throughout these towns, and to a lesser extent within the Towns of 
Orchard Park, Aurora, and Colden. Agricultural districts outside the Concord and Boston 
are mainly within the southwest quadrant of Orchard Park and the northwest quadrant of 
Aurora. Despite the existence of these agricultural districts in Aurora, few farms are in  
Operation within the Town. No operational farms exist within the limits of the Villages of 
East Aurora or Orchard Park, although active farmland is present on the outskirts of the 
Village of Springville. 

Corn Field along Back Creek Road in the Town of Boston (certified agricultural district) 
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A. Introduction 
 
The goal of this chapter is to assess the existing roadway system, identify concerns, and 
name improvements required under the New York State Scenic Byway program.  
Transportation-related issues are also illustrated in accompanying maps and photographs. 
The chapter includes an inventory of transportation-related infrastructure and facilities 
both along the byway’s right of way and within a one thousand foot buffer strip on each 
side of the roadway.  This inventory is mainly focused on roadways, but trail conditions are 
also discussed. Following the inventory is an assessment of regional connections to the  
Byway and future roadway investments and developments. 
 
Methodology 
As shown in figure 1 of Volume One, the scenic byway study area was defined as the lands 
within approximately 1 mile of the road’s right-of-way, representing a very large area and 
many miles of roadway. To better evaluate roadway characteristics, the byway route was 
divided into segments for the purpose of analysis (see Table III-1, “Proposed Byway Route”). 
Data on the roadway itself was then collected and analyzed under several specific  
categories (i.e., width, condition) for each segment along the route.  Each roadway was 
classified and data was collected and interpreted regarding traffic conditions.  
The roadway data collected for this chapter was gathered through the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT), the 
Erie County Department of Environment and Planning, the Greater Buffalo Regional Trans-
portation Council (GBNRTC), relevant transportation documents, and field observations.  

B.  Roadway Descriptions 
 
The  WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway system includes seven main roadway sections.   The 
table below lists them in order of north to south and in a somewhat clockwise direction.  
This is the order in which visitors from the north, where the major population centers and 
transportation hubs are located, would most likely experience the byway as a loop — with 
US 219, NYS 277, NYS 391 and NYS 240 serving as the main north to south passages.  US 20A 
and NYS 39  are the crucial west to east connectors that complete the loop.  In addition, 
Zoar Road and Scoby Hill Road are considered as optional yet recommended extension to 
the south of the byway, as well as taking Ridge Road westward to the Seaway Trail. 
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Segment Orientation Municipalities
US 219 North - South Orchard Park, Boston, Concord

NYS 277 North - South Orchard Park, Boston 
NYS 391 North - South Boston, Concord
US 20A West - East Orchard Park, Aurora

Mill Road North - South Aurora
NYS 240 North - South Aurora, Colden, Concord
NYS 39 West - East Concord

Table III-1 
 Byway Road Segments 
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US 219 
US 219 is a federal route that extends 68 miles southward into New York State from its north-
ern terminus at Interstate 90 (I-90) and Ridge Road in the town of West Seneca in Erie 
County to Salamanca. The US 219 then continues all the way to the Pennsylvania state line 
just south of Limestone in Cattaraugus County. 
 
In Erie County, US 219 connects travelers from the urbanized parts of the county – including 
the City of Buffalo – with the Southtowns.  The US 219 extends a length of roughly 24.2 miles 
within Erie County, and represents a 20 to 25 minute drive – traversing from the southern 
suburbs of the metropolitan area to the quiet Village of Springville. 
 
NYS 277 
NYS 277  is the official name of what is known  
as Buffalo Street in Orchard Park.  The byway  
portion begins at its intersection with NYS 179 
(Milestrip Road).  NYS 277 is also known as  
Chestnut Ridge Road, Boston-Ridge Road and 
Herman Hill Road to local municipalities.  The 
route ends in North Boston at the base of  
Herman Hill where it meets with NYS 391.  NYS  
277 has become incorporated into the byway 
loop to serve as an alternate north to south  
passage for bicyclists and pedestrians due to  
its calmer traffic volumes. 
 
NYS 391 
The byway portion of NYS 391 begins at NYS 277’s southern terminus in North Boston.  It is 
known throughout the Town of Boston as Boston State Road until reaching the Town of 
Concord where it is referred to as Boston Springville Road.  As does the NYS 277, NYS 391 
serves as an alternate north to south passage along the western portion of the byway loop 

U.S. 20A is “Main Street” in East Aurora 
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Herman Hill Road (a.k.a. NYS 277) 

US 20A 
US 20A is a federal route that runs east to west through New York State. It starts at US 20 in the 
Town of West Bloomfield (southeast of Rochester, NY) and runs west through mostly rural 
lands until it ends at US 20 in the Town of  
Hamburg. The total length of this route in Erie  
County is approximately 18.3 miles. It is an  
important route in the Southtowns area  
because it is the major east-west arterial which  
connects the historic village centers of Orchard  
Park and East Aurora. The part of this route that  
is in our Scenic Byway region is only about 7  
miles long –  from US 400 interchange just east  
of the Village of East Aurora to the US 219 –  
and represents about a 13 minutes drive. 
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Mill Road 
The northern terminus of Mill Road (or Erie County Road 47) is at the intersection of US 20A 
in the Village of East Aurora   It continues southwest out of the village until ending at NYS 
240 in the Town of Aurora. The scenic byway route would apply to the entire length of Mill 
Road, roughly 4.6 miles or an 8 minute drive. 

NYS Route 240 
NYS 240 is a north-south route which runs 
from Sheridan Drive (Route 324) in Tona-
wanda all the way south to Route 242,  
located near the Village of Ellicottville in 
Cattaraugus. The total length of the route 
in Erie County is about 38.7 miles. The  
segment proposed for inclusion in the WNY 
Southtowns Scenic Byway would run from 
Mill Road to NYS 39, about 16.4 miles or  
approximately a 27 minute drive. 

NYS Route 39 
NYS 39 is a state route which runs from US 
5 in the Village of Avon in Livingston 
County to U.S. 20, located east of Dunkirk 
and the I-90 in Chautauqua County. The 
section that runs through Erie County is 
roughly 27.8 miles. Only 2.6 miles of NYS 
39, that which links NYS 240 and US 219, 
would be included in WNY Southtowns 
Scenic Byway. This section is important 
because it brings travelers directly 
through the heart of the Village of  
Springville, with its significant attractions.  Main Street (Route 39) in Early 20th Century Springville 

NYS 240 in Colden 
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C.  Connections to Other Historic Roadway Systems 
 
The Seaway Trail National Scenic Byway 
The Seaway Trail is a National Scenic Byway which runs westward from the St Lawrence 
River in northern New York to Lake Ontario, then south along the Niagara River to the 
mouth at Lake Erie.  From here it follows the shores of the lake out of New York State  
into Pennsylvania where it ends after another 64 miles. The Seaway Trail focuses around 
Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, which form the Erie-Ontario lowland physiography .  These 
huge bodies of freshwater are the remnants of the last great ice age, surrounded by a 
mystical glacier-carved landscape. They were the main battlegrounds of the War of 
1812, and the lifeblood of trade from New York and Pennsylvania to the Midwestern 
states. Today, the Seaway Trail preserves the history and beauty of this huge inland  
waterway through significant military historical sites, verdant wineries set in rolling hills, 
and inspiring restored lighthouses. 

Our connection to the Seaway Trail will best occur along Ridge Road, which runs west to 
east. It starts at Seneca Street (or County Road 215) and then crosses US 219 and the I-90 
in the Town of West Seneca. It continues through the City of Lackawanna and the City of 
Buffalo until its terminus at US 5. The section we are most interested is the direct link from 
US 219 to US 5 at the very northern end of the proposed WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway. 

Map of the Seaway Trail (Red highlight indicates the  
best area for possible linkage to the Southtowns Byway)  

Zoar Valley Road 
Zoar Valley, although not part of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway, is just a short drive 
away. The route to the park starts at the southern end of the Scenic Byway, in the Village 
of Springville. From NYS 39, a traveler would turn left on Waverly St, which turns into Zoar 
Valley Road and then into Gowanda Zoar Rd. The total length of this trip is about 11.4 
miles along an undulating roadway that follows the Cattaraugus Creek. After this stretch 
the traveler must make a left on Button Rd for a short 6/10 of a mile to enter into the 
breathtaking natural beauty of Zoar Valley State Park. 

Zoar Valley Road (A primitive and extremely scenic road, 
photograph by Doug McFarland)  
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D.  Roadway Delineation 
 
U.S. Route 219 
For the purpose of this analysis, US 219 is divided into four segments, each roughly three 
to six miles in length. The segments can be found in Table III-2 on the next page. For ease 
of identification, they are organized by entrances or exits to the highway. Some of the 
exits within segments one and two were very close together so they were combined to 
form larger segments. 
 
The rationale behind this definition of segments is based on the following criteria: 
 
• Segments are clear 
• Segments are relatively equal in length 
• Shifts in land use and topographical patterns coincide for the most part with on/off 

ramp locations. 
• Roadway traffic data is broken down most often according to on/off ramp location. 

Historic Olmsted Park & Parkway System 
Riverside, Prospect, Columbus and Front Parks are all located along NYS 266.  Ridge Road 
itself reinforces this connection by passing directly in front of South Park, which is a part of 
Frederick Law Olmsted’s Buffalo Park and Parkways System. This great network (once  
referred to as “Buffalo’s Green Necklace”) connects to many historical and culturally  
significant recreation sites; two examples of these are the Basilica on Ridge Road in  
Lackawanna, and the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens in South Park. This  
attractive and historically significant parkway to the north in the City of Buffalo reinforces 
the byway’s theme of “Heritage to the Hills.” 

Olmsted’s Delaware Park (Japanese gardens sit in front of the 
Buffalo Historical Museum just north of the byway) 
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NYS Route 240 
NYS 240 passes through three different 
towns on its way south. This will break the 
route into three segments, the first of which 
is Aurora, the second is Colden and the 
third is Concord. Table III-4 delineates 
these segments by name and length. 

Segment Town / Village Length (miles) 
240-1 Aurora 2.1 

240-2 Colden 7 

240-3 Concord 7.3 

Total   16.4 

Table III-4 
Roadway Segments on NYS 240 

NYS Route 39 
The 2.6 miles of this route that fall in the scenic byway are entirely contained within the 
Village of Springville, and therefore treated as one segment. 

E.  Functional Classification of Roadways 
 
Functional classification is the process by which streets and highways are grouped into 
classes or systems according to the traffic service that they are intended to provide for 
both rural and urbanized lands. The three main classifications of roadway are: arterial, 
collector and local roads. These designations are important because they determine or 
limit the type of federal funding available to them, as well as the roadway design  
standards for construction, reconstruction, and rehabilitation. 

U.S. Route 20A 
US 20A and the other route segments of 
the study area are generally divided by  
municipality. Very small segments are  
consolidated with its respective  
township. US 20A is divided into two  
segments with their respective lengths 
indicated in Table III-3 to the right. 

Segment Town / Village Length 
(miles) 

20A-1 Orchard Park 3.6 

20A-2 East Aurora 3.4 

Total   7 

Table III-3 
Roadway Segments on U.S. 20A 

Mill Road (County Route 47) 
Mill Road, which runs 4.6 miles in the Town of Aurora, is treated as one segment. 

Segment Location Length Townships 
  Start Interchange End Interchange     
219-1 US 20A NYS 391 5.1 miles Orchard Park, Boston 
219-2 NYS 391 Rice Road 4.8 miles Boston 
219-3 Rice Road Genesee Road 6.2 miles Boston 

219-4 Genesee Road NYS 39 3.2 miles Concord 
Total US 20A / Ridge Road NYS 39 at Springville 19.3 miles Orchard Park, Boston, Concord 

Table III-2 
Roadway Segments on U.S. 219 
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Table III-5 
Roadway Classification 

Source: East-West Gateway 2005  

U.S. Route 219 
The FHWA classifies roadways by use according to the hierarchy shown in Table III-5. US 219 
is classified as a “Principal Arterial Expressway”, which is second in the FHWA hierarchy for 
roadway systems of urbanized or rural land; the first being Interstate, then expressway and 
finally other principal arterials. 

FHWA Roadway Classification 
Hierarchy 

Local Example (Orchard Park) 

Interstate I-90 

Principal Arterial Expressway US 219 

Principal Arterial US 20A 

Minor Arterial NYS 277 

Collector Roads Freeman Road 

Local Roads Lincoln Avenue 

Table III-6 
Local Comparison Chart 

Some of the characteristics of the principal arterial expressway US 219 are: 
 
• It serves and connects to the major center of the metropolitan area. 
 
• The roadway carries a majority of trips entering and leaving the urbanized area along 

with intra-urban travel 
 
• Another major factor in this designation is that the use of the abutting land is always 

subordinate to the uses of the highway as a travel corridor.  Only in the designation  
      below expressway can abutting land uses directly connect to the roadway. 
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U.S. Route 219 Northbound at the Rice Road Exit (Designated as a principal arterial  
Expressway, the adjoining land use is disconnected from the roadway)  

U.S. Route 20A 
Route 20A has two classifications in Erie County: 
 
• From Orchard Park to the NYS 400 expressway it is a Principal Arterial Roadway.  
• From the NYS 400 to the county line it is a Rural Minor Arterial. 
 
The segment within the Scenic Byway is totally within the Principal Arterial Roadway  
section. Since it is also within the Principal Arterial category it has very similar characteristics 
as US 219, but without any access controls . 

Mill Road 
Mill Road is simply a Local Road. It is meant to provide access to adjacent parcels and 
provide access to more intensive classes of roadway. 

NYS Route 240 
As a Rural Major Collector, NYS 240 is the prime link between rural communities which are 
not located along arterial roadway infrastructure. It is also serves intra-county travel. This 
route is an important north-south connection between the Villages of Springville, Orchard 
Park, and East Aurora. Prior to the construction of US 219, NYS 240 would have been the 
main route between these three villages. 

NYS Route 39 
Rural Minor Arterials, which do not have the access restrictions of major arterial roadways, 
provide the main linkages of rural population centers to other arterial roadways. This is  
evident with the connection of Springville and Gowanda to the US 219 by way of Route 39. 
These characteristics make NY 39 a primary east-west route in southern Erie County. 
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F.  Connections Between the Byway and Other Destinations   
 
Points North 

• via I-190 to downtown Buffalo; 
 
• via I-190 to other historic and cultural resources in the City of Buffalo; such as Naval 

& Servicemen’s Park,  Erie Canal Terminus, Shea’s Performing Arts Center, Dunn Tire  
      Baseball Park, HSBC Arena, Tift Farm and Nature Preserve, the Guarantee Building,                            

Underground Railroad Sites & more; 
 
• via I-190 through the City of Buffalo to Toronto and other Canadian destinations; 

and 
 
• via I-290 to regional attractions including Niagara Falls and to major institutions  

Points South 
• via US 219 to Ellicottville (ski slopes), Allegany State Park; and 
 
• via I-90 to Pennsylvania or Ohio 

Points West 
• via I-90 to major population centers west such as Erie, Pennsylvania or Cleveland, 

Ohio 
 
• State Parks: Woodlawn Beach State Park, Evangola State Park and Times Beach 

State Park; and 
 
• Local Parks or Beaches such as Gallagher Beach, Wendt Beach, or Bennett Beach. 

Points East 
• via I-90 to major population centers east such as Rochester, Syracuse, Albany and 

even farther in Massachusetts to Springville and Boston; 
 
• via 20A or Route 39 to Letchworth State Park; and 
 
• via I-90 or 20A to The Finger Lakes Region 

Letchworth State Park (Just 35 miles down scenic 
NYS 39 from Springville ) 
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Route 
Name 

Average Shoulder 
Width 

Pullovers 

US 219 11’ No 

US 20A 10’ No 

Mill Road 5’ No 
NYS 240 4-6’ No 

NYS 39 6’ No 

Table III-8 
Shoulder Characteristics 

Pavement Width 
Pavement width (or the width of the travel lanes) along with the width of the  
right-of-way in the relevant segment, helps to determine the capacity of the  
roadway to accommodate exits, turnouts and scenic pullovers. Pavement  
width on average through the scenic byway can be found on Table III-9. 

Route Name Travel Lane Width (one direction) Total Pavement Area 
US 219 24’ ~92’ (not including  

median) 
US 20A 12’ ~44’ 

Mill Road 8’ ~26’ 
NYS 240 9-11’ ~26-34’ (varies by  

section) 
NYS 39 11’ 

  
~34’ 

Table III-9 
Pavement Width 

Rating Category Rating # 

Poor 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Fair 6 

Good 
7 
8 

Excellent 
9 

10 

Table III-10 
Pavement Conditions 

Pavement Conditions 
The GBNRTC uses a road condition scale 
of one through ten, one being the worst 
and ten being the best. One through five 
are considered to be “poor,” six is rated 
as “fair,” seven and eight are “good,” 
and nine and ten are ”excellent.”  
Characteristics for each of these  
categories can be found in Table III-10. 

G.  Physical Roadway Conditions 
 
Shoulder Width Data/Vehicular Pullover 
The shoulder width data represents the right 
shoulder of each segment in the direction of 
travel. Shoulder width is an important factor 
regarding safety, the ability for cars to pull 
over, and where they are permitted.  This also 
greatly affects the roadway’s capacity to  
accommodate bicycles and pedestrians.  
The shoulder widths can be found in Table III-8. 
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Pavement condition throughout the 
US 219 scenic byway project area 
was rated fair to good. The  
northernmost segment (Segment 1), 
with a rating of seven or “good,”  
exhibited one of the best roadway 
condition characteristics along the 
corridor. Segments two through five 
were also rated as being in good 
condition, showing only some wear 
and age. UDP fieldwork in fall 2004 
confirmed the roadway ratings.  

U.S. 20A scored seven to ten while 
traveling west from US 219 to  
Freeman Road. After this, it drops to 
six or fair in the Village of East 
Aurora. From there, it goes into 
Wyoming County line. 
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NYS 240, from Mill Road all the way 
to Holland-Glenwood Rd scored a 
perfect 10. After this the condition 
changes to six in hamlet of  
Glenwood near the Town of  
Concord. 

NYS Route 39 from US 219 to Buffalo St in Springville was rated as a nine or excellent, and 
from Buffalo St to NYS 240 as an eight which is good. 

Right-of Way Widths 
The width of the public right-of-way owned by the State of New York includes travel 
lanes, shoulders, any medians throughout the project area, and adjacent buffer lands. 
The width of the state highway right-of-way varies depending on physical site conditions 
and adjacent ownership patterns. The various sizes of this distance can be seen in Table 
III-10. 

Route Name Right of Way 

US 219 400-700’ 

US 20A 66-99’ 

Mill Road 66’ 

NYS 240 66-99’ 

NYS 39 66’ 
  

Table III-10 
Right of Way Widths 
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Traveler Rest Areas 
The US 219, as well as all other routes, has no rest areas or rest rooms for its entire length in 
Erie County, NY. There are also no pullovers, parking areas, scenic overlooks, picnic  
areas, information kiosks or other types of rest and viewing areas.  Rest areas and scenic 
overlooks are critical needs for the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway 

Signage 
The New York State Scenic Byways legislation (State Highway Law §349-BB) and its  
implementing program guidelines fully comply with Federal regulations that prohibit new 
billboards. This legislation specifically prohibits new billboards on all portions of New York 
State scenic byways that are Federal-aid primary or interstate highways. Chapter X  
provides an inventory of all billboards in the area. 

H.  Traffic Conditions 
 
Traffic Volumes 
The general unit of measure for traffic on a stretch of highway is the annual average 
daily traffic (AADT) count. This is the total traffic volume (both directions) during a 24 hour 
period on a given stretch of road for a particular year. The traffic counts from the 
GBNRTC correspond for the most part with the segments defined by the scenic byway 
analysis. The exception is that the GBNRTC divided Segment 1 of U.S. 219, as defined for 
this analysis, into three separate segments. 
 
As the data in Table III-12 above indicate, the traffic count for U.S. 219 decreases as you 
move away from the urbanized area. On a per mile basis, the traffic volumes in the  
segments which access the shopping malls and other commercial uses in the Milestrip 
Road area are almost ten times the volumes in the rural area between Rice and  
Genesee Roads. The lower traffic volumes in the southern sections of the US 219 scenic 
byway area are more compatible with visitor amenities such as turnouts, pullovers, and 
scenic overlooks. 

Segment Point 1 Point 2 Segment 
Length 

Average Annual Daily 
Traffic (AADT) 

AADT/Mile Year 

219-1 NYS 20A Armor Duells 
(NYS 240) 1.03 30,700* 28,425 2002 

219-1 Armor Duells 
(NYS 240) NYS 391 4.09 17,400 4,254 2001 

219-2 NYS 391 Rice Road 4.76 13,700 2,878 2002 

219-3 Rice Road Genesee 
Road 6.2 11,800 1,903 2000 

219-4 Genesee 
Road NYS 39 3.1 13,400 4,322 2003 

Source:  Greater Buffalo Niagara Regional Transportation Council 
*Average includes Buffalo Bills-related traffic volumes. 

Table III-12 
Traffic Volumes on the U.S 219 
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The given AADT numbers for U.S. 20A are in the following chart. The data was taken  
directly from the GBNRTC and the segments are combined where necessary to match 
the desired municipal segments delineated for this study. 

 Town Segment (GBNRTC) AADT 

Orchard Park 

US 219 – NYS 240 13,700 

NYS 240 – Freeman 
Rd 8,800 

Freeman – NYS 187 6,600 

Average 9,700 

 

Aurora 

NYS 187 (Transit 
Road) - Jewett Holm-

wood 
8,050 

Jewett Holmwood - 
NYS 16 13,400 

Average 10,725 
Source: GBNRTC, 2000-02 

  Segment (GBNRTC) AADT 

Concord 

NYS 39 - Middle 2,700 
Middle - Genesee 2,700 

Genesee - Glenwood 2,400 
Allen - Foote 2,000 

Foote - Crump 2,400 
Average 2,440 

Colden 
Crump - Holland Glenwood Rd 2,200 
Holland Glenwood - Behm Rd 2,800 

Average 2,500 

Aurora 
Behm - Davis Rd 3,800 

Davis - Powers 4,900 
Average 4,350 

Source: Greater Buffalo Regional Transportation Council, 
2000-04 

Table III-13 
Traffic Volumes on the U.S 20A 

Data for Mill Road is limited to between the 20A and Beech Rd, which sees an average 
of 4,000 vehicles per day. 

Traffic volumes along NYS 240 vary depending on how close you get to population  
centers. As one moves from Springville north, the numbers decrease, but towards the 
north end of Colden the numbers start to rise quickly.  This shows how the density of the 
surrounding areas has increased more than typical rural lands, moving into villages or 
new urbanized land developments. Traffic is also very seasonal as a result of the winter 
recreation spots in the area. 

Table III-14 
Traffic Volumes on the NYS 240 
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NYS Route 39 shows a dramatic drop is traffic moving away from US 219 as can be seen 
from Table III-15. 

Town/Village  Segment (GBNRTC) AADT 

Springville 

US 219 - Buffalo St 13,600 

Buffalo St - NYS 240 8,000 

Average 10,800 
Source: GBNRTC, 2002 

Table III-15 
Traffic Volumes on the NYS 39 

The End of the Expressway (Traffic 
from the 219 is directed towards the 
Springville CBD on Route 39) 

Truck Traffic 
Percentage of truck traffic refers to the percentage of total annual average daily traffic 
(AADT) that consists of trucks. Trucks are rated by vehicles with an axle rating of an F4 to 
F13. In the scenic byway study area, US 219 carries a current truck average of 8.5  
percent of all traffic that travels along US 219. 

Traffic Congestion 
The ability to serve traffic and congestion is represented by the road’s volume to  
capacity ratio, or V/C Ratio. The V/C ratio is the AADT divided by the rated maximum 
capacity of the road to carry traffic without congestion. 
 
Table III-16, below provides the FHWA’s scale indicating congestion as measured by the 
V/C Ratio: 

V/C Ratio Congestion Rating 

Greater than 1.0 Severe 

.75 to 1.0 Heavy 

0.5 to 0.74 Moderate 

Less than 0.5 Low or None 

Source:  Federal Highway Administration. 

The V/C Ration for US 219 depends on the 
segment because the daily volume of  
traffic varies per segment. The breakdown 
ratios are shown in Table III-16, below. As 
the data indicate, no part of the highway 
is currently operating at capacity, and 
congestion ranges from a “low” rating, 
with a 22 percent utilization of highway  
capacity in Segment 4 (Boston to Con-
cord), to a “heavy” rating of 79 percent 
utilization in the northernmost portion of 
the highway, between Milestrip Road and 
West Seneca/Lackawanna. 

Table III-16 
Congestion Rating System 
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Posted Speeds  
The posted speed limit along US 219 is 55 miles per hour (mph) in the suburban portion of 
the highway – north of the Armor Duells interchange and the brief section along which 
runs along NYS 39 in Springville. Posted speeds increase to 65 mph in the rural sections 
between Armor Duells and NYS 39. 

Segment Point 1 Point 2 V/C Ratio 
219-1 NYS 20A Armor Duells (NYS 240) .58 
219-2 Armor Duells (NYS 240) NYS 319 .33 
219-3 NYS 391 Rice Road .26 
219-4 Rice Road Genesee Road .22 
219-5 Genesee Road NYS 39 .25 

Source:  Greater Buffalo Niagara Regional Transportation Council, Fall 2004. 

Table III-17 
V/C Ratios for U.S. 219 

Posted speeds along the other routes are: 
 
• Mill Road – 35mph 
 
• US 20A - Varies between 35 and 45mph depending on the section 
 
• NYS 39 – 35mph in Springville and 55 outside 
 
• NYS 240 – Varies between 35-55mph depending on the section. 

Recent and Projected Trends 
A 2003 study done by the GBNRTC for the region shows that the average Vehicle Miles 
Traveled (VMT) per day per person in western New York is rapidly increasing. By providing 
a fast and direct highway access between suburban or rural commuters and jobs in the 
urban center, US 219 plays a part in this growing trend for commuters in the region to 
travel longer distances daily. The expressway was broken into two sections, north and 
south. The northern end of the expressway increased its VMT by 26 percent from 2000 to 
2003. The southern end of the expressway also increased its VMT by 26 percent, but a 
year faster from 2001 until 2003. Compared to the rest of the region, those statistics are in 
the middle of the pack. Some other urban arterials have increased anywhere from 6  
percent to 65 percent, with their respective years. These numbers are the quantitative 
result of a lifestyle now centered on suburban centers with larger regional distances  
traveled daily by most people. 
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I.  Planned Roadway Projects 
 
Unified Planning Work Program 
The Unified Planning Work Program, or UPWP, is a general outline of goals and tasks that 
the GBNRTC plans to accomplish over the next two years. The UPWP includes long-range 
plans, short range plans, continuing projects, tasks and other aspects of the GBNRTC’s 
function as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Western New York re-
gion. No specific US 219 projects are included in the UPWP at this time. However, the 
“Freight Movement and Integration” subtask in the UDWP includes the potential develop-
ment of US 219 as a part of the Continental One trade corridor from Toronto to Miami.  
 
The Transportation Needs document, completed in March 2001, was a collaborative  
effort of the GBNRTC and Empire State Development Corporation (ESDC). Economic  
development initiatives tied to the potential expansion of US 219 are included in the 
document. 

Transportation Improvement Plan 
The statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) allocates capital funds to the long 
range plans to meet transportation needs. The TIP is specific to federally funded pro-
grams to provide funding for highways and other transportation projects. It is revised 
every three years. The GBNRTC works with state and federal agencies to secure federal 
funds for local projects. The only project located in the scenic byway study area is the 
project extension from NYS 39 through Peters Road. 

Some more improvements plans in the corridor are: 
 
• Route 277 / NYS 240 intersection reconstruction, to be completed by December 2006. 
 
• A bridge replacement program is planned for four bridges in the Town of Colden 

along NYS 240. 

• US 219 Expansion Project 
 
NYSDOT, in conjunction with the FHWA, plans to expand and upgrade the 28-mile stretch 
of US 219 from NYS 39 (near Springville) to Interstate 86 (near the City of Salamanca in 
Cattaraugus County). The upgrading would be a major component of the "Continental 
One" concept,  a larger highway system that would traverse Western New York and con-
nect the City of Toronto with the southeastern states. There were three options for US 219 
considered by NYSDOT and FHWA: 

• Maintain the road in its current state; 
 
• Upgrade existing rural roads; 
 
• Introduce turning lanes, while retaining uncontrolled access to the route; and 
 
• Construct a new, controlled access, four-lane divided freeway, like the one that 

currently exists from Springville to Buffalo in the proposed scenic byway area. 
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The later option was chosen as the  
Preferred Alternative by the NYSDOT.  This 
decision was made in early 2003 after the 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS) was completed. The FEIS also stated 
that there would be an increased flow of 
truck traffic from 8.46 percent to a  
predicted 13 percent due to the increased 
capability for truck traffic from Buffalo and 
Canada to makes its way south. There 
would also be the prediction that, after the 
highway expansion project was  
completed, 50 percent of vehicles  
traveling between Buffalo and I-86 (East of 
Interstate 390) would take US 219. The  
expanded 219 highway, if constructed, is 
also expected to become the preferred 
roadway for both commercial or personal 
trips heading from Western New York and 
points north to Baltimore, Maryland,  
Washington DC, as well as other points 
south and east. 

The U.S. 219 Expansion Project (The new expressway will 
bring a considerable traffic increase into the WNY South-
towns Scenic Byway) 

The Main Street Reconstruction Project is a 
major renovation of the existing  
infrastructure for the Village of East Aurora. 
It will reinforce and build upon the  
walkable nature of the village with more 
sidewalks, pedestrian crossings, and brick 
pavement for two blocks in the historic 
shopping district. This goes along with a full 
roadway reconstruction, installing historic 
lighting fixtures, and other street amenities. 
Another aspect of this project is to promote 
the Roycroft Campus, by restoring the  
historic Roycroft wall that was demolished. 
The anticipated start of this project is 2007. 

Main St. Sidewalk in East Aurora 
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The proposed bridge reconstruction on NYS 240 plans to demolish two historic structures 
in the hamlet of Colden. This project pits the scenic or historic qualities of the hamlet 
against that of functional transportation. Currently the ROW acquisition has been  
deferred to the 11th of January 2006, and the construction intended to start July of 2006. 

Endangered History (Bridge repair is needed, yet infrastructure 
change threatens the Colden Antiques Shop and the hamlets  
charming character) 

J.  Trail Networks 
 
There are several parks and natural areas in the corridor study area that include recrea-
tional trails for walking, running, biking or other non-vehicular activities. Some of the more 
significant trail systems along the route are found in the open spaces listed below: 
 
• Chestnut Ridge Park, Town of Orchard Park 
• Erie County Forests, Towns of Boston and Concord 
• Sprague Brook Park, Town of Concord 

Hiking 
The Finger Lakes Trail (FLT), a misleadingly 
named network of trails, is not confined to 
the Finger Lakes region, but extends into 
Western New York. The FLT’s main trail goes 
from Allegany State Park (along the  
Pennsylvania border) to the Catskills in 
Eastern New York. It also has five north/
south branch trails: the Conservation Trail 
from Allegany to Niagara Falls, the  
Letchworth Trail through Letchworth State 
Park, the Bristol Hills through the Bristol Hills, 
the Interlaken Trail through the Finger Lakes 
National Forest, and fifth trail further east. The Finger Lakes Trail (Shown above in red) 
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Bicycling 
There are also several designated bike or multi-use lanes along roadways within our study 
area, all of which are in the northernmost section of the corridor. These bike/multi-use 
lanes are located along NYS 240 and 277 within the Village of Orchard Park. 
 
There are also many roads and routes along the corridor that are rated as very good, 
good, or fair for bike travel. These include Boston-Springville Road, Cascade Drive, NYS 
240, and NYS 39 – mostly rated “very good”. Route 20A and Route 277 in the Town of  
Orchard Park are considered “good”.  Orchard Park is also the site of a large bicycle 
race which draws people from throughout the region. 

Bicyclist on NYS 240 in Orchard Park Bicyclist on NYS 240 in Colden 

Trail Clubs 
A number of different trail groups are 
active in the study area, including the 
Western New York Snowmobiles  
Association, the New York State Horse 
Council, the Western New York  
Mountain Biking Association, the  
Adirondack Mountain Club, Foothills 
Trail Club and Buffalo Bicycling Club. 

WNY Snowmobile Association of Boston NY 

Potential or Proposed Trail Networks 
Potential hiking/biking/snowmobiling 
trails may be possible by attaining  
conservation easements, allowing  
public access along the network of 
power lines and pipelines crisscrossing 
several parts of the study area.  There is 
also the possibility of a rails to trails  
initiative for unused tracks, such as the 
old BRP line. 
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K.  Regional Planning Efforts 
 
The Greater Buffalo-Niagara Regional Transportation Committee  
The GBNRTC is the interagency transportation-planning group that establishes policies 
and programs for the Niagara Frontier. In 1975, the GBNRTC was designated by New York 
State to be responsible for transportation planning in Erie and Niagara Counties. Funding 
for the GBNRTC comes from both the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal 
Transit Administration. All funding must first undergo a certification process to ensure it 
adequately meets Federal standards. 

Continental 1 
Continental 1 is a proposed trade  
corridor under consideration for being 
developed between Toronto and Miami; 
it is the larger scope of the US 219  
Improvements Plan. Continental One 
(also referred to as High Priority Corridor 
21) would follow current US 219 between 
Buffalo through Pennsylvania, Maryland 
and West Virginia, ending in Virginia just 
south of Bluefield, WV. South of Bluefield, 
the corridor would use a short piece of 
VA-100 to connect it to Interstate 77. This 
will provide a connection to Interstate 26 
and Interstate 95, which provides a  
Continental North-South Highway linking 
Buffalo to Miami. The connection over 
the Peace Bridge to Canada and the 
Queen Elizabeth Way (QEW) would  
create a direct and interconnected  
international corridor between Toronto 
and Miami. The high priority portion of 
the US 219 corridor runs from Interstate 86 
at Salamanca NY, north to Interstate 90 
at Buffalo. Some of the founding mem-
bers of the organization are Erie County, 
Rich Products of Buffalo, and Fort Erie 
Peace Bridge Authority from Western-
New York. The GBNRTC has also done a 
study in 2002 on this project and its  
potential impact. 

The Continental 1 Corridor 
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A. Introduction and Methodology  

A scenic landscape provides the viewer with a pleasing and most memorable visual  
experience resulting from the combination of both natural and man-made features that 
compose a place. Specific aesthetic qualities may not strike different observers the same 
way; however, it is possible to identify some of the distinct elements and features in the 
landscape that contributes to its visual appeal and interest. By identifying these elements 
separately, we gain a better understanding of those aspects of a particular view that elicit 
positive or negative responses.  
 
The byway’s visual elements are presented and described on the following pages. These 
features are grouped into “positive visual features”, which by their presence contribute to 
the scenic quality of a landscape, and “negative visual features”, which detract from sce-
nic quality. Positive features include the abundance of farmsteads, rolling hills, topogra-
phy, and the many clusters of vernacular architecture. Negative visual features include 
occurrences of telecommunication towers, utility substations, and instances of poor prop-
erty maintenance.  
 
Positive visual features include: 
 
• Landform Characteristics:  The topography and relative relief of the landscape. The 

shape of the land—hills, valleys, plains. 
• Geology:  Exposed geological features in the visual landscape. Such features include 

rock outcroppings, exposed cliffs. 
• Historic Features:   Buildings, sites, or other landscape elements at least 50 years old—

including homes, farmsteads, places of worship, commercial and institutional buildings; 
bridges, fences  

• Water:  The presence of water in the form of creeks, ponds, wetlands, and lakes. In-
cludes dramatic features such as gorges and waterfalls. 

• Notable Vegetation:  Includes manicured gardens and golf courses, fields of            
wildflowers,  

• Uniqueness:  An uncommon landscape, or one with an unusual quality.  
 
Negative visual features include: 
 
• Non-contextual development:  Development that is notably different from traditional 

land use patterns in terms of building size and height, style, materials, or colors. 
• Landscape scars:  Open gashes on the land’s surface. Examples include cut and fill or 

eroded highway rights-of-way, large areas of pavement, and in other areas, surface 
mining.  

• Incompatible, low quality, worn, or rusted materials:  Local examples include rusting 
bridges or guardrails along the highway, cyclone fencing, and tattered signs.  

• Obtrusive Features:   Man-made features that block scenic views.   
• Utility Lines and Towers:  Electrical and telephone lines and poles, cell and radio towers, 

transformers. 
• Monotony:  Little variation or contrast in the landscape in terms of vegetation, color, 

materials, landform, etc. 
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All of the involved municipalities have stated in their comprehensive plans that protecting 
and preserving scenic features is of high importance to long-term community goals.  
Creating a scenic inventory of both positive and negative features will help to establish 
those areas where proper land management is critical to maintaining the scenic beauty of 
the corridor. To assess the scenic quality of the byway, Urban Design Project staff traveled 
the route on multiple occasions in different seasons to evaluate its visual characteristics. 
First, the general visual characteristics of the area are described, followed by the identifi-
cation of the predominant positive and negative visual features within view of the byway. 
The discussion starts in the northwest corner of the byway study area and  continues clock-
wise around the designated loop. This assessment is to be used as a guide for recognizing 
locations which are critical to the byway’s scenic quality, as well as recognizing trends 
within the corridor that threaten to erode the byway area’s scenic charm. 
 
 
B. Scenic Assessment  

U.S. 20A/Village of Orchard Park  
Upon entering the Village of Orchard Park from the west, there is a distinct change in visual 
character.  This ranges from the suburban development pattern of the town  to the tradi-
tional design of the historic village center. Mature trees line Route 20A and adjoining 
streets in the residential neighborhoods to the west and east of the commercial district. The 
downtown shopping district is centered at the “Four Corners” at the intersection of Routes 
20A and 240, also known by its historic name,” Potters’ Corners”. Sidewalks line both sides 
of  the walkable village center. The Four Corners area is characterized by two- and three-
story red brick commercial structures built up to the sidewalk. Red brick pavers line the 
edges of the handsome recently-reconstructed thoroughfare, lined with black Victorian-
style light poles inlaid with the Orchard Park Quaker logo (see photo, below).  
 
Positive Visual Features:  Intact traditional village center. Historic buildings with original natural 
materials, small footprints and two or three stories, mature street trees. 
 
Negative Visual Features:  Very few; one parking lot in poor condition along the byway at 
small plaza west of the village center                                                                                                                         

Quaker symbol  
adorning Orchard 
Park street lamp 

The “Four Corners”  (Village of Orchard Park) 
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U.S. 20A/Village of East Aurora 
After a short drive east on the U.S. 20A, you are greeted by the Village of East Aurora. It is 
also of traditional design, but with a uniqueness that is easily distinguishable from others in 
the byway. Upon entering from the west, there is a large plaza of mostly corporate chains 
(such as Tops, Jubilee, Blockbuster Video, and Radio Shack) to the left.  A little further east-
ward into the village sits a traffic circle with a central green space. The circle is lined mostly 
by gas stations and fast-food restaurants, but also contains the Willink Financial office 
building with its distinctive clock tower and a new age art gallery with outdoor  displays. 
 
Continuing east, the driver passes under the old BNY&P railroad overpass and into the 
heart of East Aurora’s Main Street District. Window shoppers stroll past the many specialty 
shops (such as Toy Loft and Wild Flower).  There are pubs, restaurants and cafes.  Vidler’s 
Five and Dime is a step back in time and the Aurora movie theater’s marquee is advertis-
ing new releases in a classic setting. 
 
The last (or easternmost) stretch of NYS 20A in the Village of East Aurora is lined with large 
deciduous trees and impressive residential, religious and municipal architecture 
(characterized by the Roycroft style of the Arts and Crafts Movement). Directional signage 
to the Roycroft Campus, the Elbert Hubbard Museum and the Millard Fillmore House reas-
sure the village’s historic character.  
 
Other scenic areas in East Aurora include Sinking Ponds Preserve and Knox Farm Park.  
 
Positive Visual Features:  Intact traditional village center with an attractive promenade, his-
toric buildings (such as the Roycroft Campus), mature street trees and green-space 
 
Negative Visual Features:  The fast-food restaurant and gas station architectural designs clash 
with the rest of the village center due to height, façade, exterior color and signage.   

The East Aurora traffic circle 

Adaptive reuse of historic building Circle signage 
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Mill Road  
After driving back westward through the Village of East Aurora, Mill Street appears just 
outside of town on the left.  The road begins by diving south, down to the banks of the  
Cazenovia Creek’s eastern branch, over a bridge with open rails that provide a scenic 
view of the creek, and then upward into the rural hills of the southern portion of the Town 
of Aurora. Immediately to the west (or right) is a wonderful viewshed opportunity of the 
creek’s valley, one that  continues for a great distance. It was this view that inspired a 
painting by the Roycroft landscape artist, Alexis Fournier (as seen on the following page).  
 
The opposite side of the road provides less of a viewshed, but does contain other positive 
visual features.  Rural designs and agricultural structures face west, looking over the  
valley. Many of the residences have fully adopted a strong rural character into their  
landscaped yards and gardens that grow and flourish right up to the road’s shoulder. As 
Mill Road reaches its ending point at NYS 240, the road falls back downward into the  
valley and crosses over the western branch of the Cazenovia Creek. At this point, a thick 
deciduous forest lines both sides of the road, as well as a decorative wooden fence.  

View from Mill Road bridge  Scenic Mill Road residence 

The scenic value of Mill Road comes from its high elevation relative to the Cazenovia 
Creek valley, which opens up wide viewsheds and allows for long vistas,; its westward 
orientation provides magnificent sunsets; and pastures with fences and farm animals. 
Some of the new builds lack congruence with the road’s scenic character.  
 

A Rustic Mill Road image A Mill Road viewshed (with housing) 
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American Master Landscape Painter 
 
Born in 1865 in St. Paul, Minnesota, Alexis Jean Fournier was one of the most enduring figures of the Arts 
and Crafts movement.  His career as the "Roycroft Court Painter” spanned over 45 years in which he 
was considered one of the most prolific artists of the Arts and Crafts period.  Fournier immortalized the 
landscape of the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway through paintings such as Rolling Hills 
which captures the undulating terrain and rural setting of the Town of Aurora. 
 
As a young man he received his first art lessons from a local painter.  Though he had very little formal 
training, Fournier was selling landscapes by the age of sixteen and later studied at the Académie Julian 
in Paris.  In 1902, Fournier became an artist-in-residence at the Roycroft Arts and Crafts Colony in East 
Aurora, where he was a major influence on resident artisans and craftspeople.  Elbert Hubbard, the be-
loved spiritual guide and business leader of the Roycroft community of artisans and craftspeople, would 
eventually become one of Fournier's greatest patrons and admirers. Though known primarily as a 
painter in the French Barbizon style, his technique of painting is seemingly derived directly from nature. 

 
Positive Visual Features:  A strong rural character with vast amounts of open space and for-
est areas that provide many scenic viewing opportunities. 
 
Negative Visual Features:  Some housing development has been constructed within scenic 
view-sheds, as well as some land-scars from utility lines.  

Rollling Hills, oil on canvas by Alexis Fournier (1865-1948).  The  byway 
landscape in the early 20th century. 
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NYS 240/Towns of Aurora, Colden and Concord 
This stretch of the byway’s loop could arguably be the most scenic. The designated sec-
tion of NYS 240 begins on the southern edge of the Town of Aurora, near the hamlet of 
West Falls.  The hamlet sits on the west banks of the Cazenovia Creek and is home to an 
established restaurant, a ski shop and a modest waterfall. The few public buildings are  
unusually close to the roadway, being pinched between the steep hillside, the road and 
the creek. A small veteran’s memorial park area has been recently established beside 
the waterfall, equipped with benches and a picnic table. It adds greatly to the scenic 
quality of the hamlet.  

The NYS 240 twists and turns as it continues southward along the opposing current of the 
Cazenovia Creek, switching from the west bank to the east bank of the creek. Breaks in 
the roadside vegetation give pleasant views of the creek bed.  The side roads that pro-
ject westward off the main Route 240 cross over small rustic bridges, such as the one on 
Burr Road. These offer great viewing opportunities of the creek and its wildlife.  

The hamlet of Colden is slightly bigger than West Falls and is also home to a cascading  
waterfall. The community is situated around a small commercial center, with an old-time 
restaurant, a country store, ski shops and a towering steeple.  The designs of these build-
ings are extremely rustic in character, bringing a sense of nostalgia to visitors.  The most 
unique  feature of this hamlet is that it is composed of three bridges, two directly below 
(or  downstream from) the waterfall and one above.  This arrangement offers a multitude 
of scenic viewing opportunities within a very small area.  

A new park in West Falls A West Falls ski shop on Route 240 

Waterfall and bridge, Heath Road at NYS 
Route 240 (Town of Colden) 

NYS Route 240 (south of Colden hamlet) 
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The next section southward on NYS 240 in the Town of Colden is characterized by a num-
ber of significant and positive visual features. Again the road runs adjacent to the Caze-
novia Creek, but now the gorge sits deeper in the hillside, creating a  narrow roadway 
with sharp turns. The thick vegetation hugs the shoulders, creating a strongly defined 
path that bends directly with the meandering creek.  
 
It is  in the hamlet of Glenwood that the Buffalo Rochester and Pittsburgh railway features 
along NYS 240 become visible. A number of old railroad bridges  cross the small streams 
that run down from the hillside. The tracks  run directly along the roadside for a long dis-
tance to the backdrop of farmland and ski-slopes.  In some places the tracks run right 
through the front yard of farmhouses and through cow fields (as seen in the below pic-

The Buffalo Rochester and Pittsburgh (runs along the byway in the southern portion of the 
Route 240 corridor) 

 A threat to the hamlet’s scenic quality is resource destruction, such as the planned re-
moval of Colden Antique’s, which balances on a thin plot of land between the road and 
the creek.  The business’s location and rustic atmosphere adds to Colden’s rural          
character.  

The southernmost section of Route 240 in the Town of Concord runs through predomi-
nately agricultural land. The profile of silos standing tall behind rustic farmhouses can be 
seen amongst the acres of open country. Agri-businesses, such as Waterman’s Green-
houses, wave colorful flags above hanging floral baskets and flats of vegetable plants. In 
a way, however, the area’s most positive visual feature is the absence of obtrusive  
development.  

Colden Country Store and Colden Antiques 
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Threats to the scenic value of NYS 240 in the Town of Concord are threats to its farms, 
which could result in obtrusive development and other negative visual  features. There-
fore, the protection of these agricultural resources is necessary in  maintaining the Town 
of East Concord’s scenic quality.   

Positive Visual Features:  There is a unique topography formed by the Cazenovia Creek as 
well as many areas of exposed bedrock. Architectural designs that conform to that of 
the traditional, historic hamlets are seen throughout.  Vast amounts of open space, espe-
cially agricultural fields, and mature vegetation are abundant in the corridor.   
 
Negative Visual Features:  Some private and public properties show signs of neglect. Some 
facilities are in need of maintenance, such as the Colden bridge.  Traffic barriers are of-
ten disregarded and there are areas where utility lines encroach upon scenic views.   

NYS 39  
When reaching the southern end of NYS 240, the driver turns right onto NYS 39 and  imme-
diately into the historic Village of Springville. A large welcome sign and duck pond is the 
visitor’s formal greeting. The east end of Main Street (NYS 39) in Springville is lined with 
some very impressive residential architecture that is built upon the gentle west facing 
slope overlooking the central business district. The commercial architecture of Main Street 
is of  traditional American small town design. Canopy overhangs, glass storefronts, spe-
cialty shops, lampposts and wide sidewalks add to the village’s pedestrian friendly at-
mosphere and overall scenic value.  

The largest threat to the Village of Springville’s scenic quality is development on the west 
end of town that stands in stark contrast with the historic layout, scale, and architectural 
design of the traditional village center.  Typical land-uses in this location include fast food 
chains, convenience gas stations and car dealerships, the largest being a Wal-Mart Su-
perstore of over 100,000 ft2.  While Springville’s centralized business district is pedestrian 
friendly with a unique feel, the business district along US 219 is orientated towards the 
automobile and conforms to more generic architectural styles.     
 
Positive Visual Features:  The Village maintains an historic center with impressive residential 
architecture and a strong rural character.   
 
Negative Visual Features:  New development to the west of the village center is often 
inconsistent with traditional styles. 

The Springville village center and small business district 
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Springville’s residential architecture The Gentner Auction 

US 219  
South of Route 39 at the Erie County line, US 219 crosses the high bridge over the Catta-
raugus Creek gorge. This is the southernmost point of the Western New York Southtowns 
Scenic Byway. It is here that the 219 expressway meets Rt. 39 and begins northward to-
wards the City of Buffalo. A long incline begins the journey north, carrying the driver into 
an extremely rural setting and up over the rolling hillside.  
 
The vistas and viewsheds of the US 219 North are one of the expressway’s most positive 
visual features.  The Boston Hills sit tall to the east as the driver rolls down a long decline 
from the Alleghany Plateau into the Erie-Ontario Lowlands.  Frequent undulations in the 
219’s path offer up a number of wide open viewshed opportunities. Through the Towns of 
Concord, Boston and the southern portion of Orchard Park, these viewing opportunities 
remain quite consistent. One of the most spectacular is near the Boston and Orchard 
Park town-line when the driver catches a quick glimpse of the distant Lake Erie and City 
of Buffalo skyline.  
 
The vistas and viewsheds of the US 219 South can be quite impressive. Upon reaching the 
more elevated region of the Southtowns corridor, the landscape bulges and rises gradu-
ally into the distance.  This feature offers the driver a pleasant image of heavily wooded 
hillsides and agricultural fields.  

Rt. 219 bridge over the Cattaraugus Creek Rt. 219 in Springville 
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Another very positive feature of the US 219, while traveling in either direction, is the 
amount of vegetation that lines the road. A mix of thick forest and natural regeneration is 
what covers the majority of the right-of-way.  Occasionally the remnants of an old farm-
house or barn will sit amongst an adjoining field of low-lying brush and shrubs. Visual fea-
tures such as this can create a more rustic and relaxed atmosphere along the otherwise 
fast paced expressway.  
 
In many portions of the US 219 the roadway cuts into the rolling terrain, exposing the  un-
derlying bedrock. This feature provides an opportunity for visual enhancement, such as 
unique wall designs. Currently these areas are eroding down into a pile of rubble.   There 
is little to no sign of vegetation management or landscaping on the wide median or 
along the shoulders, besides for basic mowing.  There is also evidence of neglected pri-
vate properties .  
 
There are a number of designated natural regeneration areas, which is an environmen-
tally positive step, and will scenically augment future areas along Rt. 219 designated to 
landscape architecture and roadside design.   
 
Positive Visual Features:  Rt. 219 provides a number of scenic vistas and viewsheds.  It, at 
times, cuts through the rolling terrain, exposing layers of ancient bedrock.  Thick vegeta-
tion also adds greatly to the route’s scenic quality  
 
Negative Visual Features:  Land scars from utilities lines, as well as cell towers, within the sce-
nic viewsheds are the most obvious detraction from the road’s scenic quality. 

Panorama off the 219 in Boston NY 

Retired barn on 219 Exposed bedrock on 219N 
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C. Critical Areas  
 
An inventory of the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway’s resources can be 
found throughout the earlier chapters.  This section identifies components of the inven-
tory that are critical to the byway’s scenic character—the loss or diminution of which 
would have a direct effect on the visual quality of the landscape. Visual quality can at 
times be controversial or considered a matter of opinion, yet there are certain character-
istics of an environment that are inarguably positive.  For the purpose of this nomination 
study, we will focus on these positive features as found within the Western New York 
Southtowns Scenic Byway. Features can be organized under the following classifications.  
 
Rural Character  
The inherent rural character of the Scenic Byway is preserved in the natural, agricultural 
and historic features of its towns and villages. 
 
Vistas and Viewsheds  
For clarity, a vista is a single view of considerable depth (like a photograph), and a 
viewshed is all the viewable land from a location (like a panorama). The Alleghany Pla-
teau’s undulating topography provides a number of such viewing opportunities in the 
designated byway.  The viewsheds from atop the corridor’s many gentle slopes are char-
acterized by vast agricultural lands, thick forest, patches of development, ski-slopes and 
the historical City of Buffalo skyline.  
 
Agricultural Resources  
The rural atmosphere of the byway region is overtly characterized by agriculture. Grow-
ing, renewing, providing, and nourishing are the purposes of these open lands, yet they 
also serve a critical role in creating and maintaining a positive visual quality in the corri-
dor. The agricultural lands of Southern Erie County not only offer the driver rustic images 
of historic countryside that portray mankind’s relationship with nature, but also allow the 
passerby to grasp the open air and view the surrounding topography.   

An early summer corn field in the Town of Concord 
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Roadway Design  
The design characteristics of a roadway and its right-of-way can have tremendous ef-
fects on a driver’s scenic experience. Elements such as pavement conditions, bridges, 
traffic barriers, retaining walls, signage or utility lines can lessen the visual quality of the 
roadway when not congruent to the environment’s character. In addition, methods of 
visual  mitigation should be used on all negative visual features. Improper maintenance 
or lack of scenic enhancement on a roadway is a reflection of the community that oc-
cupies it. 

Rural characteristic fencing in Aurora 

Historical Character of Villages and Hamlets  
Each village and hamlet throughout the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway has 
a story; one that is illustrated by the vernacular architecture, historic streetscapes and 
impressive monuments which create the essence of small-town America.  These commu-
nity centers are always changing with the times, but there are many positive and visual 
aspects of the villages and hamlets that should be preserved and protected. The aes-
thetic quality of the byway’s  rural villages should be preserved for the next generation of 
community gatherings and commercial activities.  

The Village Center of East Aurora 
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D. Recognizing Threats  

Threats to the scenic value of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway are anything that de-
tracts from the visual quality of the designated corridor. Threats could be in the form of 
non-contextual development, neglect, ecosystem insensitivity, and disregard for positive 
scenic resources. 
 
Non-contextual Development  
There is a growing amount of non-contextual development in the designated corridor of 
the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway. While the City of Buffalo has experi-
enced a significant drop in population over the past fifty years, the surrounding areas 
have been experiencing significant growth.  This is often in the form of low-density devel-
opment (i.e. subdivisions, strip malls, gas stations, fast food, etc.) 

Lack of Maintenance  
The pavement conditions of the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway loop, as 
rated by the GBNRTC, range from poor to good, with most in the fair to good range. How-
ever, the roadside  conditions would receive a much poorer overall rating. In many sec-
tions of the loop, little has been done to enhance the scenic quality of the adjacent right-
of-ways. Large medians with potential for landscaping are left unkempt, galvanized steel 
guardrails are rusting or tipped over, overgrown roadside vegetation is often blocking 
views, and rarely is any form of visual mitigation used on negative features. All of these is-
sues could be  resolved through proper maintenance and by adopting regional guidelines 
and standards for scenic roadway design.  

Rt. 219 and Rt. 39 in Springville 
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Broken guardrails (Rt. 240 near Glenwood) Broken windows at Scoby Dam 

Ecosystem Insensitivity  
The scenic quality of the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway is directly related 
to the condition of its vital ecosystem and insensitivity to  environmental issues can have 
profound effects on scenic quality. Those scenic environments which we admire most are 
often those which are most sensitive to the impact of anthropogenic change.    
 
Resource Destruction  
Many steps have been taken in the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway to pre-
serve and protect the region’s historical, natural and agricultural resources.  
 
Billboards 
Certain types of signage along the byway are integral to the safety and enjoyment of 
the  byway experience.   For example, traffic signs, directional signs, and on-site signage 
are obviously necessary and will rarely detract from the byway’s overall scenic quality.  
On the other hand, types of signage such as billboards harm the scenic quality of the by-
way. Billboards can obstruct views of the byway’s natural features and detract from the 
beauty of the landscape.  Section XII in the Corridor Management Plan outlines both 
positive and negative forms of signage and recommends future policy. 
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A.  Introduction 
 
This section provides an overview of the critical needs in the byway area related to improv-
ing transportation, preserving and interpreting intrinsic values, marketing the region, and 
managing the byway program. Reviewing the needs of the Western New York Southtowns 
Scenic Byway road system and its users is important when planning a system that serves 
diverse interests with both converging and  potentially conflicting needs.   
 
B. Assessment of Functional Needs 
 
Users of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway include residents, commuters, commercial 
truck drivers, bikers, hikers, and tourists.  In the rural areas, they include farmers and visitors 
to one of the byway’s many recreational facilities. In the villages, they include many pe-
destrians, including schoolchildren, shoppers, and workers. The needs of each group 
should be balanced and integrated to ensure that each roadway is multi-functional.  Con-
flicts that currently exist between groups, as well as conflicts that could potentially de-
velop, should be mitigated.   The assessment below, which highlights the needs that are 
not fully met by the current roadway system, is grouped into three categories; mobility and 
accessibility, amenities and services, and safety enhancements.  Examples of the proto-
typical needs of these groups are briefly outlined in Table V-I on the following page. 
 
Mobility and Accessibility 
 
Knowing where you are going and how to get there is the first step in being able and ac-
cess the scenic byway. Mobility and access are important needs for all user groups. The 
following are needs throughout the byway: 
 
• Directional signage. A coherent and consistent system of highway signage is needed 

to give the byway an identity to the traveler. Signage to amenities and services which 
support and enhance the byway experience (as listed on the next page) will be neces-
sary. Signage should also direct travelers to historic districts, properties, and museums as 
well as parks, recreational sites, and natural areas in each town and village. In addi-
tion, existing “gateway” signage should be expanded and improved at roadway en-
trances to villages, hamlets, and towns. 

 
• Proper traffic signalization. Improvements to signalization at key intersections will ensur-

ing a positive and safe driving experience, and will protect those sharing the road with 
automobiles. 

 
• Bicycle lanes and routes. Safe, well maintained, and easily identifiable bike lanes and a 

cohesive system of routes within the byway are needed. Such a system should promote 
connectivity between bicycle touring routes, community facilities, and visitor destina-
tion to reinforce bicycling as a recreational feature of the Southtowns Scenic Byway. 
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Amenities and Services 
 
Providing services to enhance the visitor experience is imperative to developing the South-
towns as a tourist destination.  Some services may include: 
 
• Visitor information. The villages are full service commercial centers that have the facili-

ties to provide information.  However, existing tourist information centers are hard to 
find and have limited business hours. 

 
• Lodging.  In East Aurora, visitors have the choice of staying at the historic Roycroft Inn, 

the new Hampton Inn, or a number of charming bed and breakfasts in the village cen-
ter. Lodging in the byway area in the other municipalities is much more limited. 

 
• Rest rooms. There are no public rest areas in the byway area. 
 
• Tours. There are limited package tours available in the East Aurora area. No package 

tours are available to the other communities or to the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway 
area as a combined destination. There are no designated tour bus drops off or parking 
locations. 

Safety Enhancements 
 
Coordinating the various user groups on the roadway in a safe manner requires the institu-
tions of safety improvements to the corridors.  Some of the safety enhancements that will 
be necessary include: 
 
• Shoulders. To enhance safety, particularly for bicyclists, paved roadway shoulders that 

are now missing or poorly maintained should be improved. 
 
• Turnouts. Turnouts and off-road parking areas are important at locations that contain 

scenic views or vistas. There are presently no such facilities along the byway. 
 
• Warning signs.  Roadways crisscrossed  by hikers (i.e., NYS 277 near Chestnut Ridge 

Park) or containing active farms (especially on Route 240 in the Town of Concord) re-
sult in conflicts between pedestrians/farm vehicles and high speed cars and trucks. 
Farm vehicle use is found in the byway’s more rural areas, particularly in Boston, 
Colden, and Concord. 

 
• Sidewalks.  Village and hamlet centers host and provide services to visitors on foot.  

Hamlet and village areas lacking sidewalks should consider adding them to enhance 
visitor safety and mobility. When possible, buffer areas between the sidewalk and street 
should be provided to protect pedestrians., particularly along high speed and high vol-
ume segments. 
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C.  Assessment of Needed Roadway Improvements 
 
Signage 
An easy-to-identify and understand system of way-finding or directional signage is needed 
to guide people to and within the Byways to assist visitor s and enhance their experience.  
The Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway should provide directional signage to 
other regional attractions. In addition, there is a need to provide clear connections and 
appropriate signage between the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway and the 
Great Lakes Seaway Trail. These connections would undoubtedly boost usage of the WNY 
Southtowns Scenic Byway and, reciprocally, the larger statewide and national scenic  
byway networks. 
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Figure 6 
Needs Assessment by User Group 

Need Residents Commuters Regional  
Visitors Tourists Truck 

Drivers Pedestrians Cyclists 

Directional Signage     ○ ○       

Traffic Signalization ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Bicycle Lanes/ Routes ○           ○ 

AMENITIES & SERVICES   
Visitor Center     ○ ○       

Maps And Brochures     ○ ○       

Lodging       ○       

Restaurants ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Picnic Areas ○   ○ ○     ○ 

Packaged Tours     ○ ○       

Enhanced Streetscape ○ ○ ○ ○   ○ ○ 

Special Events/Programs               

SAFETY ENHANCEMENTS   
Improved Shoulders ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Turnouts And Parking Areas     ○ ○ ○   ○ 

Mitigate Dangerous Speeds ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 

Sidewalks ○   ○ ○   ○   

ACCESSIBILITY & MOBILITY   
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US 219 
 
Road Conditions 
Major roadway rehabilitation work was completed in summer 2006 along US 219 in the by-
way study area.  
 
Turnouts, Parking Areas 
There are currently no turnouts or parking areas  for visitors along any part of the byway 
road system, including US 219.  Adding such amenities would promote and enhance the 
byway experience along the region’s main traffic artery and a prime  viewing location for 
vistas of Lake Erie, Buffalo, and the Boston Hills.   
 
Right-of-Way and Adjoining Lands 
There is a need to improve the appearance of the immediate highway right-of-way along 
219 by: mitigating the restoring areas with landscape scars and areas of continued erosion 
where cuts in the hillsides were made to create the highway  roadway; when replacing 
bridges over stream crossings (which currently completely block creek views.  
 
Development patterns along adjoining lands within view of travelers along US 219 are gen-
erally compatible with scenic byway goals. A notable exception is the section of US 219 
that is not a limited access highway. This section, through Springville, contains many nega-
tive visual elements and safety issues. Enhanced and targeted land use regulation  
    
US 20A 
 
Road Conditions 
A major reconstruction project for US 20A for most of its length in the Village of East Aurora. 
is in the planning stages, with construction scheduled to begin in 2009. The remainder of 
the roadway in the byway corridor area (in Orchard Park and the Town of Aurora) is in 
good or better condition.  
 
Turnouts, Parking Areas 
There is a need for a turnout/parking area at the scenic spot  in the Town of Aurora where 
Route 20A crosses the deep Cazenovia Creek gorge.  
 
Pedestrians 
The success of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway will bring an increase of pedestrians, 
tourists and window shoppers to the village centers.  When designing village tours and lo-
cating information kiosks and signage, organizers should ensure that crossing locations are 
as safe as possible. 
 
Biking 
There is a need for bike lanes or signed bike routes throughout the byway area outside the 
villages. Within the villages, there is a need for “Shared Bikeway” signs in the villages (like 
that on Route 240 in the Village of Orchard Park). There is also a need for bike racks in the 
villages. 
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NYS Route 240 
 
Turnouts, Parking Areas 
Route 240 is one of the most scenic sections of the byway.  The roadway twists and turns 
around the valley walls of the Cazenovia Creek and through the rural hamlets of West Falls 
and Colden.  Pullovers should be established in these two areas. As its name suggests, 
West Falls is home to a cascading waterfall in the center of the community.  A parking 
area does already exist here, yet its access and character could be greatly enhanced. 
 
Pedestrians 
A walking path alongside the Cazenovia Creek bed should be developed to provide ac-
cess to its scenic, natural, archaeological , and recreational values. 
 
Biking 
“Share the roadway” signs and the improvement (widening where too narrow and where 
feasible of shoulders is recommended.  
 
NYS Route 39 
 
Turnouts, Parking Areas 
A tour bus load-unload and parking area is needed in the vicinity of the historic districts. 
 
Pedestrians 
Curb cuts and driveways should be minimized for new development or redevelopment 
along U.S. Route 39 in the village to reduce pedestrian-vehicle conflicts. 
 
Bikes 
As in the other villages, bike signage and storage racks are needed. 
 
 
 
D.  Assessment of Intrinsic Value Needs 
 
 Recreational 
 
All of the parks located in the study area need to be properly maintained on an ongoing 
basis. In addition, the following specific needs are identified for individual resources;   
 
Chestnut Ridge Park:   
 

• Document and preserve its historic features, notably the 1930’s architecture.  
• Restore and re-open the tobogganing chutes. 
• Enhance the interpretation of the park’s vast resources.  
• Connect the park through pedestrian and bicycle networks to other parks 
• Restore the Casino. 
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Creek Access:   
There is very limited public access to the beautiful creeks which traverse the byway area to 
allow for in the water and shoreline recreational activities such as canoeing and hiking. To 
this end: 

• Pedestrian , cross-counry-skiing, and bike connections are needed to link 
recreational resources on Route 240 including Sprague Brook County Park, Kissing 
Bridge ski resort, and the Colden Tubing Company. 

• Creek access needs to be enhanced or introduced along all navigable sections of 
the creeks in the byway area. Specifically, a canoe launch into the Cattaraugus 
Creek is an immediate need at the new Scoby Dam Park near Springville.  

 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Systems: 

• There is a need to enhance walking and biking connections throughout the byway. 
 
Scoby Dam Park: 

• The park needs visitor amenities and interpretative resources. 
 
 
Scenic 
 
These needs relate to the Byway system as a whole; 
 

• Many of the most scenic views of creeks, waterfalls, and gorges are obscured by 
vegetation most of the year. There is a need for selective pruning at key locations. 

• There are only three billboards along the byway roads. These should be phased out. 
• Standardized suburban development threatens rural character. There is a need to 

guide the design of new development to minimize their impact on the scenic 
landscape. 

• Uncontrolled logging is threatening the scenic quality of the wooded rolling hills that 
characterize the area. There is a need to protect the region’s wooded lands from 
clear cutting of timber 

• Appreciation of the scenic value of the region would be greatly enhanced by pro-
viding better access to naturally beautiful areas, such as Langdon Fill, Eighteen-Mile 
Creek, Cazenovia Creek, Cattaraugus Creek, and the Boston Hills.  

VI-6 

The Chestnut Ridge Casino is in need of a 
new roof. 

The dilapidated Springville Hotel sits at the 
entrance to the historic Village. 
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A.  Introduction 
 
The public input and support plan for the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway is 
based on an ongoing, inclusive, and adaptive process to take the byway from the vision 
of a few to a reality for many. Moreover, the process for nominating the byway recognizes 
that this initiative does not exist in a vacuum. It recognizes that designation and manage-
ment of the scenic byway complements, builds upon, and often serves to implement other 
current or recent public planning efforts  The public input and support plan represents a 
framework for bringing a broad cross-section of stakeholders to the table:  local residents 
and businesses, elected officials and government agencies, visitors and tour operators,  
Bikers, walkers and drivers. This open and iterative process of developing the byway will lay 
the foundation for a community-driven initiative that is championed by a number of 
groups which mutually benefit from the scenic byway program. 
 
The section below describes in detail the following steps, some overlapping, in the public 
input and support plan for the byway. 
 
 
B.  Establishment of the Steering Committee 
 
In November 2002, led by Robert J. Lennartz of Orchard Park, a group of residents and mu-
nicipal officials from the Towns of Orchard Park, Boston and Concord met with representa-
tives of the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) to inquire about nomi-
nating the US Route 219 to the New York State Scenic Byways program. In addition, stu-
dents from Erie Community College produced and presented a video that was filmed 
along the route, featuring scenic views. After encouraging words from the NYSDOT, the 
WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Steering Committee was formed, with Lennartz serving as 
Chair. The group’s creative initiatives have received a great amount of support from  
interested residents, businesses and officials of the region.   
 
In the fall of 2004, the Urban Design Project (UDP), a center at the School of Architecture 
and Planning at the University at Buffalo (UB) was engaged by the Steering Committee to 
prepare the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Nomination proposal. Since this time, the 
Steering Committee and the UDP have been working together on the project. Initially, the 
prime purpose of the Steering Committee was to direct the preparation of the Nomination 
Study. Once the data-gathering effort was well underway, the Committee’s main purpose 
was to encourage and facilitate public participation in the nomination process.    
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C.  Community Planning Efforts Supportive of Scenic Byway Goals 
 
It is important that the plans for the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway work be consistent with 
comprehensive and master plans of the individual communities, parks and organizations.  
The vision of a WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway is in many ways an implementation of the 
overall region’s long-term goals, especially in the subjects of environmental conservation, 
preserving heritage, and enhancing community character.  Thus, the scenic byway can 
be used as a gathering mechanism – for the towns, villages, hamlets, parks and organiza-
tions – to ensure the success of their individual objectives. 
 
Comprehensive Plans have been recently adopted or are under review in all the byway 
communities except the Town of Colden. The Erie County Parks System Master Plan 2020 
includes a number of proposals for park and trail system improvements within the desig-
nated byway area.  In addition, the goals for the only other scenic byway that traverses 
Western New York, the Seaway Trail are included.  In each of these individual plans there 
are overlapping themes that are supported and exemplified in the WNY Southtowns Sce-
nic Byway Nomination Study. In addition, all these efforts involved extensive public partici-
pation. The byway project builds on and reinforces these goals. 
 
Comprehensive Plans 
The community goals and objectives of residents of the byway towns and villages, often 
correspond closely with those of the proposed byway project. Tables VI-1 and VII-2 below, 
provide examples of comprehensive plan goals by community and how they relate to the 
special resources that byway designation would help to identify, protect, and promote. 
Ultimately, the goal is to have each community adopt the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway 
Nomination Study as an amendment to the comprehensive plan. This step would give  
favored status to byway grant applications.  
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Table VI-1. Comprehensive Plan: Village and Town of Orchard Park 

Goals Related Byway Resources 

Preserve  “small town” community character Historic, cultural, environmental, educational 
Preserve open space and prime farmlands Visual quality and rural nature of the town 
Protect significant environmental resources Greenways, watersheds and wildlife habitats 
Enhance recreational opportunities   
Improve opportunities for developing new  
commercial enterprise 

  

Promote major attractions to the region Chestnut Ridge Park, Ralph Wilson Stadium 
Town of Boston Comprehensive Plan   
Promote economic development Agri-business tours, appropriate commercial 

development in hamlets 
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Erie County Parks System Master Plan Recommendations: 
 
Chestnut Ridge Park 
• Preserve and enhance original Heritage Areas and restore      

historic structures 
• Promote seasonal use and cultural enjoyment 
• Promote awareness of the unique park features 
• Establish a not-for-profit park conservancy   
 
Sprague Brook Park 
• Promote and enhance the various nature trail systems 
• Establish a more dominant gateway on the Route 240 entrance 
• Enhance creek viewing opportunities 
 
Boston Forest Park 
• Develop a small informal parking area as an appropriate      

trailhead (rest area) 
• Establish a multi-use trail network 
 
Scoby Dam Park  
• Promote the heritage aspects of the park (historic dam and 

hydroelectric building) 
• Promote the linear strip of land along the Cattaraugus Creek   

as a prime fishing destination 
• Establish a seasonal canoe launch ramp 
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Trail Linkages/Rails to Trails: 
 
The Erie County Parks System Master Plan includes a section on the proposed trail linkages between the 
different parks, some of which are located within the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway region. For example, 
a rails to trails initiative for the unused Buffalo& Pittsburgh Railroad line which runs parallel to Route 240, 
connecting Sprague Brook Park and the center of Colden.      

Erie County Parks System Master Plan  
The Erie County Departments of Parks, Recreation & Forestry and Environment & Planning, 
have given specific recommendations for renewal to a number of Erie County parks – four 
of which are located within the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway region.  The following rec-
ommendations from the Erie County Parks System Master Plan 2020 that correspond with 
the recommendations and objectives of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway project. 

Goals Related Byway Resources 

Preserve prime and active farmland   
Advocate the environmental protection and  
enhancement of the Zoar Valley 

  

Develop the tourism potential of recreational 
and historic resources 

Promote Scoby Dam Park, improve access to 
Cattaraugus Creek for fishing and recreation 

Preserve and enhance Fiddler’s Green as a 
historic green space 

  

Table VI-2. Comprehensive Plan: Town of Concord and Village of Springville  
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Byway Web Site  
Establishing a quality website is a very effective tool for broadcasting byway information to 
the general public.  An effective website not only provides the viewer with the appropriate 
information, but intrigues him/her to partake in the byway experience.  A WNY Southtowns 
Scenic Byway website, designed by staff at the Urban Design Project of the University at 
Buffalo offers  basic information, pictures, a schedule of events, maps, an updated news 
page, a public involvement survey, as well as a number of other interesting features.    

• The Greater East Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
• The Toy Town Museum  
• The Millard Fillmore House 
• The Elbert Hubbard Museum  
• The Orchard Park Chamber of Commerce 
• The Orchard Park Historical Society 
• Orchard Park Economic Development Committee 
• Peddler’s Museum  
• WNY Historic Rails Society 
• Springville Area Chamber of Commerce 
• Warner Historical Museum 
• Boston Historical Society 
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Interviews 
The goals of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Steering Committee include creating a 
network of public and private organizations that are interested in the creation of a scenic 
byway.  A series of interviews should be conducted with key groups of the region – such as 
chambers of commerce and historical societies –in order to establish their roles in the by-
way plan and nomination process.  Some of these groups are:  

E.  Public Outreach Efforts 

The Seaway Trail 
The basic theme of the Great Lakes Seaway Trail is closely related to that of the WNY 
Southtowns Scenic Byway.  For this reason, as well as its proximity, the Seaway Trail should 
be seen as a neighboring component of a greater regional network.  A beneficial relation-
ship should be formed between the two scenic byways in order to promote and incorpo-
rate each other’s unique byway experiences.     
 
Goals of the Great Lakes Seaway Trail: 
 

• Pursue an increased growth of the tourism industry throughout the region. 
• Protect and enhance the scenic, natural and cultural resources of the region. 
• Develop the region as a high quality recreation and vacation spot 

D.  Coordination with Other Scenic Byways 
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Special Events 
There are a number of public events that can be organized in order to promote the WNY 
Southtowns Scenic Byway initiative.  These should correspond with the byway uses in order 
to give a better understanding of the project’s overall theme.  For example, the Steering 
Committee should have a major presence at the Quaker Days Festival in Orchard Park.  
Many of those who attend this type of community festival would most likely be interested in 
the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway.  By not only adhering to preexisting events, but creat-
ing new ones (i.e. festivals, concerts, bicycle race or bike-a-thon, walk-a-thon, historic 
tours) that are byway specific, the committee can promote and introduce the new byway 
experience.  
 
Newsletters and Mailings 
The dissemination of information to the communities involved in the WNY Southtowns Sce-
nic Byway is important in keeping them refreshed and informed.  Creating a mailing list for 
the distribution of promotional materials and establishing a byway press-column in some of 
the local papers are both effective measures for this task.    
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Fundraising 
While the scenic byway program would be administered by the state government, there is 
a need for other public and private financial support.  A comprehensive fundraising cam-
paign should be developed and followed that targets corporate and foundations sources, 
major individual donors, and government sources. Both capital and operating support 
should be sought. In-kind sources of support (e.g., local department of public works assis-
tance for corridor-related projects) should not be overlooked. 
 
Contributions from smaller donors (members) should also be sought to build grassroots sup-
port and commitment. The key here is to organize creative and attractive ways of fundrais-
ing that simultaneously promote the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway (“friend raisers”).  For 
example,  walk-a-thons or bike-a-thons could showcase the project while raising funds and 
enhancing community character.   
 
Project Headquarters 
A headquarters for the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway nomination project would give the 
project a tangible physical presence on the byway itself.  The goal here is to acquire a 
street level, publicly accessible headquarters in one of the involved village centers.  The 
building would serve as Steering Committee offices and volunteer headquarters, as well as 
a center for visitor information and public input.     
 
Meetings 
An important aspect of any public project is conducting open-forum meetings and edu-
cational workshops for the involved citizens.  The public should remain informed of these 
events through print and electronic media, such as the Southtowns Citizen newspaper.  It is 
crucial that community and business leaders of the region are involved in these proceed-
ings.  An effective way of attracting folks to the scheduled meetings is by inviting special 
guests, heads of public departments or established organizations to present their own ex-
periences or specialized knowledge in the subject of corridor management.           
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VIII.  Tourism Development Plan  

Volume Two 

A.  Introduction 
 
An important goal of the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway initiative is to  
promote a healthy regional economy through the advent of tourism.  The implementation 
of this objective can be achieved by protecting and interpreting the byway’s resources, 
identifying the needs for promotional activities, creating links among various regional  
attractions and recognizing potential audiences.  The following will provide suggestions 
and techniques for tourism development in the proposed corridor of southern Erie County.  
In addition, we will suggest an overall theme that promotes and reflects the byway’s rich 
and fascinating story.  

B.  Protecting, Interpreting and Promoting 
 
The extensive cultural, historic, recreational, scenic, and natural resources of the byway, 
documented in Volume Two “Resource Inventory,” are all capable of attracting diverse 
audiences with a variety of interests.  Therefore, it is of great importance that we protect all 
our interests and properly interpret their value.  Features that attract the greatest amount 
of interest are those that can be used as the “anchors” of  a regional tourism; therefore, it 
is those attractions which could be the most utilized and interpreted by the byway’s par-
ticipants.  The successful promotion of these popular features will also bring to light those 
which have been less publicized.  For the purpose of establishing a tourism development 
plan, we will analyze those resources of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway with the  
greatest potential for attracting tourism.  

 Tourism Resources in the Town and Village of Orchard Park 

Chestnut Ridge Park  
A number of features that could be  
better utilized and promoted to attract 
tourism are located within Chestnut 
Ridge Park in the Town of Orchard Park.  
These include the toboggan slides, the 
Eternal Flame waterfall, the historic WPA 
era architecture, the distant view of  
Buffalo’s skyline and the disc-golf course.  
When interpreting and combining these 
features, the overall potential of the park 
for attracting tourism becomes obvious.  
It could be marketed as one of the rec-
reational hubs of the scenic byway and 
included in tour packages, brochures or 
any other forms of promotional materials.  
In addition, the parks many amenities 
could be enhanced by the formation of 
a not-for profit park conservancy.   

Chestnut Ridge Park in Bloom (The picnic grounds of the 
park provide beautiful displays of the local seasonal 
flora to its many visitors) 
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The Toboggan Slides 
These unique structures provide a fun and  
family oriented winter activity.  They have 
also brought about safety concerns in past 
years.  It is important that the slides are 
made safe and kept well maintained by the 
Erie County Parks Department in order to  
accommodate and attract seasonal tourists.  

A Regional Favorite (The toboggan chutes 
of Chestnut Ridge have hosted family  
outings and field trips over the decades) 

Eternal Flame Waterfall 
The name itself sparks mental pictures of a 
wonderful natural phenomenon.  The image 
of the falls could be greatly publicized in  
order to entice visitors to its mysterious  
presence.  It is an identifying character of 
the park; therefore, it is important that trails 
to the falls are marked with directional  
signage, and that it is safely accessible to 
visitors.  

WPA Era Architecture 
The historic value of these building comes from a time when America was desperately 
trying to recover from the economic despair of the Great Depression.  Buildings like the 
Chestnut Ridge casino were built as a part of the Works Progress Administration, a  
program of FDR’s “New Deal” that was designed to spur economic activity.  The rich  
history imbedded in the walls of the park’s vernacular architecture could be expressed 
through sculptures and monuments that provide visitors with inspiring and educational 
information.  These buildings are well maintained by Erie County Parks Department and 
should be utilized by the Town of Orchard Park for events like the annual SantaLand  
celebration and food bank.  In addition, they could be protected and funded by being 
listed on a National or State Historic Register.  

The Eternal Flame Falls 
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Disc Golf Course 
A newly emerging and unique sport that has been quickly gaining  
popularity throughout the nation is disc golf.  The course at Chestnut 
Ridge Park (developed in 2001) is currently listed on the national PDGA  
directory as a difficult but “beautiful woods course.”  It holds the poten-
tial of bringing large tournament play to the park from both a regional 
and national group of golfers.  The PDGA advertises courses and tourna-
ments in international magazines and web pages.  

Buffalo Bills Football  
The four time AFC champions bring regional 
and national attention to the Town of Orchard 
Park, as well as the rest of the corridor.  Some 
roads of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway are 
used by thousands of fans on every home 
game day – and Ralph Wilson Stadium is actu-
ally located on route 20A in the byway.  Buffalo 
Bills football is a recreational quality that can be 
interpreted in a number of ways in relation to 
the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway. 

Tailgating 
The tradition of Sunday afternoon tailgate parties has  
become a cultural phenomenon around the stadium – 
as well as throughout the entire region.  The tailgate 
party should be utilized for its ability to bring about 
revenue to the byway while promoting a recreational 
theme.  Game day bus parties could be included as a 
part of a byway tour package. In addition, bus parties 
between the stadium and the villages of the corridor 
could be organized and marketed as a safe and fun 
way for local fans to eat, drink and enjoy the game at 
a reasonable price.  

Game Day (Bills fans enjoy watching the 
game in the late summer sun) 

Pregame (Fans tailgate with the 
local radio station) 

VIII-3 



WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway Nomination Study  

Volume Two 

Memorabilia Museum  
The fans of the Buffalo Bills are quite  
possibly the most dedicated in the NFL, yet 
the area around Ralph Wilson Stadium only 
benefits from the team during a relatively 
short season.  A “Buffalo Bills Hall of Fame” 
being established near the stadium would 
provide fans with a year round attraction.  
Visitors of the byway during the summer 
months would then be able to witness the 
area’s pride in their world famous NFL 
team, as part of a byway tour package. 

Go Bills! (Bills memorabilia from over the years 
comes in all shapes and sizes) 

The ‘Sunday Afternoon Widows’ Tour   
Touring the many sites and attractions of the scenic byway could be an ideal activity for 
the wife of the Buffalo Bills fan who finds herself uninterested in professional football.  
Along with a football package that involves tailgating, tickets to the game and a tour of 
the Bill’s museum, a Sunday afternoon bus tour of the byway could be provided for the 
‘Sunday Afternoon Widows’.  This would be an excellent way to attract couples that 
might not share the exact same recreational interests. 

Orchard Park Country Club  
This fabulous 18-hole course was designed by the renowned pro-golfer/course designer  
Walter J. Travis.  Its historical significance and landscaped beauty makes it an ideal  
destination for connoisseurs of unique and challenging courses; it would then be wise for 
the club to preserve the original Walter Travis features.  In regards to the Orchard Park 
Country Club’s relationship with bringing tourism to the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway, 
the value of the golf course could be interpreted in a couple different ways. 

The Orchard Park Country Club Pro-Shop (The club also offers three different dining rooms, from casual to  
formal,  which are open to the public for reservations or take-out.) 
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Professional Tournaments and Workshops  
“The PGA of America is the largest working sports organization in the world, comprised of 
more than 28,000 dedicated men and women promoting the game of golf to everyone,  
everywhere.”  As a historically designed golf course, the Orchard Park Country Club 
would serve well as a home to some of the smaller and more localized PGA of America 
tours.  Tour packages for onlookers and enthusiasts of the game should be arranged to 
correspond with the club’s scheduling of these professional tournaments and workshops.  

A Golf Course Tour ( with Springville) 
Though not as historically significant as the  
Orchard Park Country Club, the Springville  
Country Club is also one of the most naturally 
beautiful golf courses in WNY.  The two courses 
together provide the byway visitor with thirty-six 
holes of amazing golf.  A tour package that  
supports this theme could be promoted in golf 
magazines and on golf web-pages.   

Links to Other Travis Courses  
One of the main goals of the Walter J. Travis Society is to “promote competition among 
Travis clubs to develop a sense of camaraderie and kinship associated with the common  
characteristics, history, and traditions associated with Travis courses.”   Therefore, a good  
relationship could be formed between the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway and the Wal-
ter J. Travis Society in order to promote the Orchard Park Country Club. Other Travis 
courses include: 
 

• Old Country Club in Flushing, NY 
• Stafford Country Club in Stafford, NY 
• Grover Cleveland Municipal Course in Buffalo, NY 

The Quakers 
This small and humble country home was and still is 
the place of worship for the Quakers of Orchard 
Park, yet as the sign by the front door reads, “All 
are Welcome”.  It is questionable, though, whether 
the use of cameras might distract from the tone of 
services.  Tours of the cemetery and meeting 
house would have to be authorized by the society 
and scheduled around times of worship.  

The Springville Country Club  

The Quaker Meeting House has become 
a symbol of the town’s heritage. 
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Other Quaker Sites   
The Town of Orchard Park, with its many historical buildings and seasonal traditions, is 
characterized by the strong presence of Quaker influence.  There are a number of 
beautifully constructed homesteads, such as the Freeman and the Baker, as well as 
public meeting grounds, such as the Quaker Arts Pavilion, which illustrate the fine 
craftsmanship and strong sense of community that the Quakers exemplify.  The WNY 
Southtowns Scenic Byway could include the Quakers in a tour package that gives visi-
tors a taste of the cultural, historic and artistic significance of this humble group of wor-
shipers.     

The Quaker Arts Pavilion (A community 
based, educational performance arena) 

The Annual Quaker Arts Pavilion (hosted 
by the streets of Orchard Park) 

 Tourism Resources in the Town of Aurora (East Aurora) 
 
The Roycroft Campus  
The Elbert Hubbard Roycroft Campus is a National Historic Landmark  located along 
South Grove Street in the Village of East Aurora.  This complex of buildings was founded 
by Elbert Hubbard as a center for the Arts and Crafts Movement at the end of the 19th 
century.  The campus employed skilled artisans of many different crafts – including  
bookbinding and furniture design.  It also became a gathering place for notable artists, 
philosophers and authors. 
 
It is currently being protected and maintained by the Roycroft Campus Corporation 
(founded in 1988 by Burt Flickinger Jr.). “The RCC seeks to preserve and promote the  
ideals, traditions, architectural legacy and business skills of Elbert Hubbard and the 
Roycrofters through the acquisition and restoration of the Roycroft Campus buildings and 
grounds, in a manner consistent with their National Historic Landmark status. RCC will 
manage a financially sustainable, not-for-profit organization to foster educational  
programs, encourage and support artisans, develop a compelling tourism plan, and  
provide economic benefits to the community.” 
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The Roycroft Inn 
In 1995, the Roycroft Inn was fully restored and  
reopened by the group. While some of the other  
buildings are still being occupied by craftspeople, 
the campus, as a whole, remains underutilized.  The  
historical and cultural value of the Roycroft Campus 
is a tourism magnet to a wide range of audiences. 
The visitor experience could be greatly enhanced 
by establishing ties between the Southtowns Scenic  
Byway and the Roycroft Campus Corporation. 

A Working Relationship with the RCC  
The intrinsic quality of the campus has been stated 
and restated.  As the RCC has put forth, there needs 
to be “a compelling tourism plan” that benefits  
campus preservation, as well as the local business 
economy.  It is imperative to the future of the 
Roycroft Campus that it is recognized for its cultural 
significance by a sufficient body of supporters.  As the 
WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway includes the campus 
as an important component of its regional corridor 
plan, the RCC focuses its efforts directly on the cam-
pus grounds.  A mutually beneficial relationship could 
be formed between these two groups through their 
cooperative support of one another.  

The Roycroft Tour Package  
The designation of the WNY Southtowns Scenic  
Byway will bring about new opportunities in tourism 
for the Roycroft Campus.  A Roycroft tour/vacation 
package that allows the byway visitor a unique,  
historical and educational experience should be 
scheduled around the RCC supported workshops 
and open-houses.  The tour should also include other 
historical and cultural attractions in the designated 
corridor.  This vacation package could be marketed 
in popular architectural or arts and crafts magazines.  

Lunch at the Roycroft Inn (Visitors can 
dine on the breezeway of the Inn) 

Aurora Town Hall (Local government 
also utilizes the adjoining campus) 

Arts and Crafts (The Roycroft Campus 
accommodates many interests) 
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Other regional links to Elbert Hubbard and the campus include: 
 
• The Hubbard Museum 
• The Roycroft Bungalows 
• The Roycroft Pavilion in Hamlin Park 
• The Darwin Martin House in Buffalo 
• The Graycliff Estates 

Fisher Price Toys  
The toy manufacturing company was 
founded in1930 in the Village of East 
Aurora and has remained a defining  
character of the community.  The  
company name is one of the most I 
nternationally well-known in toy design 
and production.  Located on Girard  
Avenue within the village limits, the  
company headquarters is accompanied 
by the ToyTown USA Museum which is 
operated by a local community founda-
tion.  Another non-profit group that has 
based itself around the utilization of this 
popular local resource is Explore and 
More: a children’s museum on Gleed 
Avenue that is designed to spark 
“curiosity and imagination” in its young 
visitors.  The Explore and More project 
has been funded in part by the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services and the 
New York State Council for the Arts. 

The Fisher Price Fountain (helping to make 
childhood special for generations of kids) 

Fun for All Ages  
The Fisher Price Toy company is to the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway in that it  
attracts a specific audience: children. If the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway is to 
bring family tourism into the corridor, it must promote activities that will hold the  
attention of children.  The ToyTown USA Museum and the Explore and More Museum 
are very capable of achieving this task.  Tours of the Fisher Price campus and its  
accompanying museums and workshops could be included in one of the family 
based byway vacation packages. 

The Roycroft Symbol  
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Toy Collectors  
The hobby of collecting toys is popular among 
many adults who seek the nostalgia of these  
vintage childhood relics.  There are a number of 
websites, conventions and publications  
dedicated to this pastime.  The Fisher Price  
headquarters and its museums are ideal  
locations for toy collectors to meet and visit, and 
the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway could easily 
promote such events.  

The Fisher Price Circus (A popular toy set 
of the 1960’s) 

 
The Millard Fillmore House  
located at 24 Shearer Avenue, just north of route 20A,  
The country manor of the 13th president of the United 
States is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places and has been converted into a museum.  The 
remains of Millard Fillmore are buried in the relatively 
nearby Forest Lawn Cemetery in the City of Buffalo.   
The historical value of the byway could be enhanced 
by linking these significant places associated with the  
president, and promoting a theme that identifies  
Fillmore’s fondness for the region and his local  
contributions to the field of medicine.  In addition, 
Millard Fillmore is lampooned as being one of the least 
known and least popular presidents.  This humorous  
anecdote could be used to promote the house. For  
example, the ‘Who is Millard Fillmore Tour?’ 

Historic Signage (This  
directional sign is on Route 
20A in East Aurora) 

Tourism Resources in the Town of Boston 

Hunting in the Boston Forest   
Located off the Rice Rd. exit of the U.S.219, the Boston Forest sits on the western edge of 
the corridor and is adjacent to the Boston Valley Conservation Club.  The club offers 
members use of the indoor gun range and outdoor hunting and skeet shooting. The  
forest is currently restricted for recreational use; therefore, any activities that were  
designated to the forest must work within the balance of the local ecosystem.  For  
example, a commercial hunting lodge would support tourism while maintaining a good 
environmental relationship.    
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The whitetail deer populations in the rural and forested areas of Southern Erie County are  
immense.  In addition, the successful return of the North American Wild Turkey to the  
region has brought the bird to sustainable levels for hunting, especially within heavily 
wooded locations.  Another game animal that can be easily introduced into a localized 
WNY forest is the pheasant.  Of course, it is extremely important that these game  
populations are well regulated and maintained by the Department of Conservation.  
There would have to be strict game warden enforcement of hunting safety standards.  
There is also the possible consideration of designating the land as archery only. 
 
The Town of Boston, working with the NYSDEC and the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway, 
could profit from supplying visitors with a first-class, guided hunting experience in the  
Boston Forest. For a reasonable price (i.e. lodging fees, grounds fees, parking fees,  
hunting supply sales and game meat processing) sportsmen can enjoy the natural 
beauty of the area and be practically guaranteed great hunting. This attraction could 
also be linked with the many opportunities for fishing throughout the byway.  

Agricultural Business  
The Town of Boston, like much of the scenic byway, holds many acres of rich agricultural 
soils.  Small local farms, such as the Red Barrel Cider Mill, produce relatively small annual 
yields. Subsequently, they rely heavily on self-run roadside fruit and vegetable stands.  
These enterprises are important to the byway’s rural character and should be identified 
on a byway map and included in a tour package that promotes healthy living, open 
country air and fresh inexpensive produce.  In addition, tours of livestock and dairy farms 
could be made available for visitors who are interested in these agricultural activities. 

The Red Barrel Cider Mill 
(Located on Boston State 
Road, this sweet cider 
mill adheres to the areas 
rural character.) 

Suburban Sprawl (Subdivisions have been emerging 
throughout the Town of Boston, threatening its scenic, rustic 
and agricultural quality.) 
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The Landon Brook Railroad Fill   
One of the unique features of the Town of  
Boston is the Landon Brook railroad fill.  It is a 
great example of the way early railroad  
engineering overcame natural obstacles 
when traversing the areas diverse land-
scape.  A long tunnel is created by a con-
crete conduit, allowing the Landon Brook to 
flow beneath an immense earthen landfill 
(the largest in Erie County).  At the base of 
the fill is a small swimming hole, a few feet 
deep, where the water of the brook pools 
beneath the end of the tunnel, as well as a 
grassy clearing that could be utilized as a 
picnic grounds.  The fill itself is covered in an 
assortment of large hardwood and decidu-
ous trees amongst moss covered paths that 
have been maintained by the Western New 
York Snowmobile Club of Boston.  Atop the 
fill runs a wide ridge with a snowmobile path 
that is edged with heavy brush. The tracks of 
the old Buffalo and Susquehanna Railroad’s 
“scenic route” have been removed; it is now 
used as a pathway for hanging power lines 
and buried fiber optics. 
 
The Landon Brook fill could be easily con-
verted into a year-round, multi-use recrea-
tional ground in the Town of Boston.  Activi-
ties could include hiking, swimming, picnick-
ing, snowshoeing and snowmobiling.  Im-
provements could involve constructing a 
pavilion, enhancing tunnel aesthetics, deep-
ening the swim hole, protecting water qual-
ity, displaying a trails map and presenting 
better signage that illustrates the historical 
value of the location. Its water features, its 
historical value and its connectivity to a 
wide network of multi-use trails could be 
marketed to a number of byway visitors.  The 
Landon Brook fill could also be linked by trail 
with the Scoby Dam in Springville and pro-
moted as a WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway 
recreational tour of early American  
ingenuity. 

Landon Brook in Boston 

The Entrance to a Long Tunnel 
With Swimming Hole Beneath 

Walking Up the Landon Brook Fill 

Snowmobiles and Power Lines 
Run Along the Ridge 

View From Atop the Landon Fill 
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Downhill Skiing   
The well maintained slopes that twist and turn down the western facing hills of the Cazeno-
via Creek valley have been providing Western New Yorkers with some of the best downhill 
skiing and snowboarding in the region. Kissing Bridge, Tamarack and the Buffalo Ski Club 
are all located on rt. 240 in the Town of Colden.  In addition, the Colden Tubing Company 
at Kissing Bridge provides non-skiers and families the opportunity to enjoy a less difficult 
downhill winter activity. 
 
When driving down route 240 in the Town of Colden, it becomes apparent that not only ski 
resorts, but ski and snowboard shops are also a major part of the local business economy.  
There are approximately four of these shops in the corridor that rely on the seasonal traffic 
from Kissing Bridge, Tamarack and the Buffalo Ski Club.  This section of route 240 could be 
marketed as a centerpiece for the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway’s winter activities.  The 
potential of these ski resorts for attracting seasonal tourism is huge, especially when  
marketed together as combined features of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway.  A cross 
country skiing trail could be established along the old railway that connects the slopes.  
Also, a link between the tobogganing slides at Chestnut Ridge Park and the Colden Tubing 
Co. could be created in a byway tour package that promotes wintertime family fun.  

Directional Signage to KB The Buffalo Ski Club’s Youth Program Off-Season Lifts at KB 

Off Season Chairlift Rides   
The chairlifts at Kissing Bridge and the Buffalo Ski Club give riders a stunning view of the 
regions rolling hills and naturally carved landscape.  Unfortunately, this viewshed is only 
available during the winter months when the slaloms are open and the lifts are running.   
Operating the chairlifts in the summer months would offer visitors a unique vantage point 
for viewing the local flora and fauna.  The two resorts could be linked by a hike or bike 
ride down the unused Buffalo, Rochester and Pittsburgh railroad, or a bus ride down 
route 240.  This activity is also one that would be attractive to children, which is important 
for bringing family tourism to the byway.     

Tourism Resources in the Town of Colden 
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Cazenovia Creek Fishing  
There are many locations along rt. 240 in 
Colden that offer fishermen easy access to 
the low banks of the Cazenovia Creek.  
Stocking the creek with a fishable species, 
such as brown and brook trout, would at-
tract anglers to this main stretch of the sce-
nic byway.  Further discussion with the DEC is 
needed to find out more about fishing in the 
Cazenovia Creek.  If it does become 
stocked, this section of the creek could be 
included in a byway fishing tour with the 
Eighteen Mile and Cattaraugus Creeks. 

A Creek Walk  
Designing traversable paths and footbridges along 
the western branch of the Cazenovia Creek, as 
well as enhancing and protecting the creek’s ac-
cess points, would bring about an increase in 
many types of byway visitors (i.e. hikers, anglers, 
birdwatchers).  This would especially work well in 
the four mile stretch between the hamlets of 
Colden and West Falls, where the creek is so easily 
accessible by Rt. 240.  The creek walk could be 
incorporated into the path of the nearby Buffalo, 
Rochester and Pittsburgh Railway.  Activities, such 
as the Cazenovia Creek walk could be included in 
a byway tour package that promotes physical  
fitness within a naturally beautiful arena.   

A Rustic Atmosphere   
The hamlet of Colden is quite distinguishable from others in the corridor.  It offers its visitors 
a uniquely rustic atmosphere with country antique stores, and a cascading roadside wa-
terfall.  The infrastructure of the hamlet is also unique in that it is almost completely com-
posed of bridges.  For example, the Colden Mill Restaurant sits at the intersection of two 
bridges (rt. 240 and Heath Rd.).  This restaurant gives its customers a scenic view to the 
taste of home-style cooking.  The hamlet of Colden could be linked with the other ham-
lets of rt. 240 (i.e. West Falls and Glenwood) in a tour package of the byway’s ‘hidden 
away’ rustic hamlets, country stores and restaurants. 

Looking Down the Cazenovia Creek (low-lying 
banks provide easy access for fisherman) 

Roadside Waterfall (view from Veteran’s 
Bridge in the Colden hamlet) 
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The BRP Rails to Trails 
The hamlets of West Falls, Colden and Glenwood, 
which sit along Route 240, are also connected by 
the unused tracks of the old Buffalo, Rochester 
and Pittsburgh Railroad.  This path, like that of the 
Buffalo and Susquehanna Railroad in Boston, pro-
vides hikers or bicyclists with a beautiful display of 
the area’s history, scenic beauty, and biodiversity.  
Some local residents already utilize the railroads 
for walking their dogs or afternoon strolls, yet there 
are some sections of the path that are severely 
overgrown. 
 
The existing tracks would have to be mostly  
removed and converted into a pathway made of  
easily traversable material (i.e. stone, brick or  
pavement). Sections of the path which run  
directly adjacent to Route 240 should be buffered 
from traffic using barriers that adhere to the 
area’s rural character.  Signage is needed at  
locations where the pathway crosses Route 240 to 
alert pedestrians, cyclists, and drivers of each  
others’ presence.  There are also a number of 
small bridges on the railroad where railings would 
be needed. Many portions of the old railroad run 
across private land which residents or businesses 
have adopted into the landscape of their prop-
erty.  These citizens could work with the initiative 
to enhance their section of the railroad to provide 
visitors with a more scenic and hospitable experi-
ence.  Events such as rails to trails garden walks 
and contests could create a greater regional 
sense of community while promoting the use of 
the old path of the Buffalo, Rochester and Pitts-
burgh Railroad.  
 
Funding for establishing and maintaining a rails to 
trails project can be obtained through a number 
of available federal and state greenway initiative 
grants.  A large number of rails-to-trails initiatives 
have been successfully implemented within  
abandoned railroad rights-of-way in New York 
State, as well as all over the country. Rails-to-trails 
projects are also promoted in many outdoor, 
ecotourism and environmental publications.  

 Walking  Dogs on the BRP Tracks 

Route 240 Exempt RR Crossing 

The Pizza Glenn on BRP and 240 

Rails to Trails Quarterly Magazine 
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 Tourism Resources in the Town of Concord (Springville) 

Scoby Dam Park  
The newest of Erie County parks, Scoby Dam Park offers visitors a portrait of the past to 
the backdrop of the scenic Cattaraugus Creek valley.  The park is accessible by Scoby 
Hill Road, which extends west off the U.S. 219 and winds down the steep banks of the 
Cattaraugus Creek, giving drivers an open view of the valley.  There is limited parking 
available at the roads dead end, and there are only three picnic tables, yet the intrinsic 
qualities of the grounds hold the potential for creating a first-class park.  The park could 
be marketed as a destination for picnicking, hiking, canoeing and rafting, fishing,  
swimming and exploring early American engineering. 

The Scoby Dam Park could be linked with other parks, forested areas, fishing locations 
and local engineering marvels.  It is an ideal place for photography and offers diverse 
scenery, depending on the season and the swell of the creek.  It is also ideal for fishing, 
due to the nearby stocking point with the dam blocking further upstream migration of 
steelhead and salmon during the autumn and spring seasons.  Schools of these large 
and edible fish gather together in the pools and rapids below the Scoby Dam, making 
the probability excellent for reeling in a big one.  

The Entrance of Scoby Dam Park 

Below Scoby Dam Above Scoby Dam 
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There are currently a couple of small fishing 
guide outfits, such as the Cattaraugus Creek 
Outfitters,  that provide anglers with creek-side 
lodging and guided tours of the best steelhead 
and salmon fishing spots on the Cattaraugus 
and Eighteen Mile Creeks, as well as some 
other creeks outside the byway.  These guides 
could be integrated into a network of regional 
fishing spots that promotes the great fishing 
that is available throughout Western New York, 
including within the Southtowns Scenic Byway 
and especially in Scoby Dam Park.  With the 
help of local professional anglers, these links 
between Scoby Dam and the many other  
regional fishing hot-spots should be established. 

Fly Fisherman With an Average Sized Spring  
 Steelhead Trout on the Cattaraugus 

Agri-tourism  
Traveling south on route 240 in the Town 
of Concord, large farms line the road and 
offer an open panorama of green fields 
outlined by forest walls, old barns and 
shiny greenhouses, John Deere tractors 
and horse drawn plows.  These lands have 
been turned and harvested since the first 
settlers came to Concord. 
 
It is important that the practice of good 
farming is upheld by future generations. 
Small children, especially, are often  
thoroughly intrigued by farm animals and 
tractors.  A program that provides school-
children with tours of these agricultural 
complexes could be organized between 
regional schools, local farmers and the 
WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway. 
 
A byway tour package could also be  
established that links all the farms and  
greenhouses of the byway.  A bus tour 
that promotes the importance and scenic 
beauty of the Southtowns agricultural re-
sources would be attractive to a wide 
range of visitors. 

 A Newly Planted Cornfield on Route 391 in the Town 
of Concord 

Selling Halloween Pumpkins at Wendell’s Farm on 
Route 240 in the Town of Concord 
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The Springville Country Club   
As stated earlier, there are a number of 
superb golf courses along the byway.  
Springville Country Club and the Orchard 
Park Country Club are considered the 
best, and these courses could be paired to 
provide byway visitors with 36 holes of 
great golf.  Tournaments, sponsored by the 
WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway, could 
bring in a number of dedicated amateurs 
who could spend the weekend between 
these two well groomed courses.  Also, 
professional tournaments and workshops 
by the PDGA of America could be offered 
to golf students and spectators in a  
scheduled byway tour package.  

Overlooking the Sixth Green at Springville CC 

Pop Warner   
Fans of college football know the name Glen ‘Pop’ Warner as one of the greatest 
coaches and innovators in the game.  In addition to being the namesake of the Pop 
Warner Youth Football League, he is featured in the College Football Hall of Fame and is 
the pride of many Springville sports fans.  The Pop Warner Museum is located on Rt. 240 
near Genesee Rd. and is full of memorabilia celebrating the great coach.  The museum 
is also home to the Town of Concord Historical Society.  In addition, a new restaurant, 
called Pop’s Sports Bar and Grill, is located where the BRP railroad meets Route 39.  It is a 
very clean, modern and well designed establishment whose menu includes many 
regional favorites, such as chicken wings and beef on weck. 
 
Both the Pop Warner museum and the restaurant illustrate the regions view of football as 
an important American pastime.  Though there is currently no Buffalo Bills museum that 
could be linked with the Pop Warner museum, the prospect of this happening is  
probable.  Other links to the Warner museum and restaurant could be included in the 
football tour package that was discussed earlier in the Town of Orchard Park.  

The Warner Museum on 
Main Street in Springville 

Pop Warner Youth Football has 
made the coach a household name 

Warner as coach at the  
University of Pittsburgh 
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C. Linking Regional Attractions 

The WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway includes a number of features that are capable of 
being linked with one another.  Many of these connections have already been identified 
in the previous text.  By creating a series of themed tour packages that combine the  
region’s related attractions, significant features of the byway can benefit from one  
another, subsequently improving the tourism of the entire region.  Brochures and adver-
tisements for these tour packages could be marketed at other related attractions that 
are located outside the byway.   
 
Regionally, cooperative tourism advertising will reap benefits as well. A tourism package 
that included tours of Zoar Valley, Scoby Dam Park and the Eternal Flame Waterfall 
would work well at Letchworth State Park in nearby Genesee County or on Goat Island 
at Niagara Falls. A winter sports tour package that included Kissing Bridge, Tamarack, the 
Buffalo Ski Club, and the toboggan slides of Chestnut Ridge, would reach the right  
audiences at nearby Holiday Valley resort in Ellicottville or Cockaigne ski slopes in  
Chautauqua County.  Mutually beneficial relationships should be formed with these 
other regional attractions in order to preserve their value as a promotional resource. 
 
Provided below are just a few examples of links among related byway attractions.  Many 
of these areas of interest can be easily crossed or connected with one another.  For  
example, a tourism package for sportsmen (i.e. anglers and hunters) could be linked with 
a package for football fans. Different types of interests can also be grouped under a 
specific theme; for instance, a package that promotes physical fitness could include  
bicycling, hiking the old railways and canoeing at Scoby Dam Park.  There are many  
possibilities that could arise through the creative interpretation of available resources. 
 
 
Sportsmen Tourism Package   Sports Fan Tourism Package 
Fishing in Zoar Valley    Attending a Buffalo Bills Game 
Fishing at Scoby Dam Park   Bus Party Tailgating (w/local food) 
Fishing in 18 Mile Creek   Buffalo Bills Museum 
Fishing in Cazenovia Creek   Pop Warner Museum  
Hunting/Lodging in Boston Forest  Dinner at Pops Sports Bar and Grill 
 
Summer Hiking Tourism Package  Byway Heritage Tourism Package 
Chestnut Ridge Park    The Quaker Meeting House and Homesteads 
Knox Farm State Park    The Roycroft Campus 
Boston Forest     The Elbert Hubbard Museum 
The BRP Rails to Trails    The Patchin Church 
The Cazenovia Creek Walk   The Millard Fillmore House 
Scoby Dam Park    The Orchard Park Depot 
Sinking Ponds Nature Preserve  The Springville Depot 
Zoar Valley     The Scoby Dam and Power Plant 
Colden Lakes Resort 
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Winter Activities Tourism Package   Agri-tourism Package 
 Chestnut Ridge Toboggan Slides   Orchard Park Farmers market   
Kissing Bridge Ski Slopes    East Aurora Farmers Market 
Tamarack Ski Slopes     Saville Farms 
The Buffalo Ski Club     Boldt’s Evergreen Farm 
The Colden Tubing Co.    Buckwheat’s Greenhouses 
XC Skiing the BRP Railway      Arden Organic Farm 
Shopping at Ski Shops along rt. 240   Dweibel’s Farm 
Snowmobiling in County Forests    Fleece Meadow Farm 
Snowshoeing in County Forests   Red Barrel Cider Mill 
XC Skiing in County Forests    Waterman’s Greenhouses 
       Wendel’s Poultry Farm   
                  Harvey’s Farm Market 
       Genter Auction and Market 

D. Overall Theme—Heritage to the Hills 

A theme that combines the different aspects of the byway should be used to promote 
and identify the regions intrinsic qualities.  The WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway holds a rich 
history within its natural landscape of rolling hills, running streams and open agricultural 
fields.  The theme “Heritage to the Hills” paints a mental picture that is accurate to the 
byway experience.  Signage (Section XII) that identifies the many destinations within the 
byway should be used in conjunction with the slogan.     
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A.  Introduction 
 
As identified in Chapter V, “Needs Assessment”, there are a number of transportation  
elements desirable in a scenic byway that are either absent not fully met by the current 
roadway conditions.  These needs fall in the categories of access and mobility, amenities  
and services, and safety enhancements.  More specifically, the most common needs of 
the roadway system include shoulder and roadside improvements, turnouts and parking 
areas, pedestrian walkways, and better signage and signalization.      
 
The scenic value of any roadway improvements is often greatly influenced by regulatory  
standards which are set by state and local government agencies.  Though these standards 
must be met in order to ensure motorist safety and avoid confusion, there are flexibilities 
and alternative methods in roadway design that do not compromise the area’s intrinsic 
qualities.  Also, there are a number of customary roadway designs which are not actually 
governmental standards.  These design conventions are often a matter of economics and 
a result of the availability of materials.  It is therefore necessary to note the differences be-
tween convention and standard in order to properly implement the roadway 
improvements plan.      
 
The following presents a plan for roadway improvements that maintains and enhances the  
aesthetic quality, safety and user-friendliness of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway within 
the realm of state and local standards.  The primary roads of the corridor have been bro-
ken down into sections based on route number and municipality. Each has been mapped, 
rated, photographed and examined firsthand to refine and inform the task of improving 
roadway conditions while enhancing the byway’s intrinsic qualities.   

Entrance of Sprague Brook Park in Concord 

U.S. 219 in the Town of Boston, looking north at the Rice 
Road exit  
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B.  Route 240 as a Design Template 
 
The physical terrain along Route 240 in Colden creates a roadway that meanders 
throughout the valley of the Cazenovia Creek’s eastern branch.  It is a narrow road – two 
lanes of opposing traffic – and is usually a no pass zone due to limited sight distances.  
The conditions of Route 240 in Colden have been rated by the GBNRTC as excellent for 
most sections, with the exception of the southernmost section of the road, which is of  
noticeably poorer condition.  Speed limits range from 55 between hamlets to 40 while  
nearing residential outskirts, and 35 within the hamlet centers. 
 
While the actual paved roadway of Route 240 is rated as of excellent condition, there 
are many roadside characteristics which could be greatly improved to better reflect the 
intrinsic qualities of the area – subsequently enhancing the byway experience.  The  
natural and historic landscape of Route 240 in Colden provides drivers with great  
opportunities for viewing the surrounding scenery, yet aspects of roadside design do little 
to enhance the overall sense of the route’s scenic value.  

Between the Hamlets of West Falls and Colden (A section of Route 240 with a 
GBNRTC rating of 10 and a speed limit of 55) 

There are a number of simple, yet effective, improvements that could be made to Route 
240 in Colden that would present this section of roadway as worthy of a scenic byway 
designation.  They include, but are not limited to – bridge improvements, traffic barriers, 
pedestrian walkways, parking areas and turnouts, vegetation management and signage 
utilization.  
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Route 240 in Colden Illustrating GBNRTC Ratings 

10 

6 
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Bridge Improvements 
The alignment of the scenic Route 240 in Colden along the eastern branch of the  
Cazenovia Creek and the BRP railroad produces a number of locations in which the 
roadway crosses paths with the creek’s channel and the old RR tracks.  The numerous 
bridges in the Town of Colden depict many different styles of construction, depending 
mostly on when they were built.  Some are aesthetically complementary to the byway’s 
intrinsic qualities; others are indifferent.  Unfortunately, some of the town’s bridges intrude 
upon the landscapes natural beauty with their rigid design, obtrusive guardrails and rust 
buildup.  While the weathering of some of these bridges creates a nostalgic and historic 
experience (especially along the BRP railroad), for others it simply portrays a lack of 
proper maintenance.  The following photos give three examples of bridges along Route 
240 that do take into account the context of the landscape and reflect its historic and 
rural character. 

Left: Beneath the Holland Glenwood Road Bridge over the BRP railway 
Upper Right: Atop the Holland Glenwood Road Bridge 

Lower Right: The Burr Road Bridge over the Cazenovia Creek 

The design of the above bridges not only takes into account to the area’s rural and  
historic character, but allows an unobstructed view of the creek and the old railroad to 
those who are crossing.  In addition, they conform to the rolling terrain, earth-tone colors 
and bending lines of the landscape without encroaching on the underlying pathways.  
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In contrast to the ideal style of bridges 
that was shown in the pictures on the 
previous page, the picture to the left  
exemplifies the undesirable aspects of a 
bridge in the scenic byway corridor.  The 
condition of this Colden hamlet bridge 
could be greatly improved by choosing 
materials, facades and/or paint colors 
that better complement the surroundings 
and hide the signs of excessive weather-
ing and poor maintenance. 

Traffic Barriers 
Traffic barriers are needed to provide motorists with a safe driving experience, yet they 
can have profound effects on scenic value.  The curves and water features of Route 240 
make these barriers a prominent and necessary part of the byway’s physical environ-
ment.  A very common and less attractive style of traffic barrier is the galvanized steel 
guardrail (as shown below). This is what has been placed along the turns and small 
bridges on Route 240 in Colden. 
 
The aesthetic quality of the roadway could be greatly enhanced by constructing traffic 
barriers that are made of materials more congruent to the rural surroundings – such as 
steel-enforced brick, wood and stone.  These sorts of materials also adjust with the forces 
of weathering and better adhere to the historic value of the region.  

Broken Guardrail (Route 240 in 
Colden near the Concord line 

where the rail has no purpose or 
value) 

Galvanized Guardrail (Route 240 
north of Colden Hamlet along 

the Cazenovia Creek) 

Obtrusive Guardrail (Route 240 
bridge railing in Colden hamlet 
blocks a view of the waterfall) 

Rusted Out (A rusty, paint-chipped railing, along 
with obtrusive guardrails, prevent drivers from  
viewing the creek on this Route 240 bridge in the 
hamlet of Colden) 
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The pictures above show just a few examples of traf-
fic barriers that are designed to better accommo-
date the scenic value of the roadside.  Designs such 
as these would work well on scenic areas of Route 
240 in Colden, especially along the Cazenovia Creek, 
where the road turns along embankments and 
crosses over small streams.  

Stone Guardrails along the  
Upper Delaware Scenic Byway 

Concrete Guardrails with brick 
facade installed in a rural area 

Steel Enforced Timber Guardrails 
at entrance to Letchworth Park 

Pedestrian Walkways 
In the hamlets of West Falls and Colden there are only 
short sections along Route 240 that maintain a side-
walk.  In most cases, the ski shops, “mom and pop” 
stores and restaurants of these rural communities sit 
directly against the road with no real buffer between 
them and traffic.  This characteristic actually adds to 
the ‘coziness’ of the hamlets, yet could be hazardous 
to an increase in pedestrians.  Therefore, a better de-
fined pedestrian pathway that connects local small 
businesses and attractions should be considered 
within West Falls and Colden.  
 
The buffers used in these hamlets should be  
consistent with the design of the traffic barriers that 
are used along Route 240.  The landscaped design of 
the buffered sidewalks should ensure pedestrian 
safety without compromising the rural community 
character.  As seen in the pictures to the left, some of 
these small businesses use a wooden-planked, cov-
ered porch to accommodate patrons.  This design 
could possibly be extended into a walkway.  

The Dog Bar on Rt. 240 in West Falls 

West Falls Ski Shop on Rt. 240  
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Parking Areas and Turnouts 
As stated earlier in the needs assessment, pullovers and parking areas should be better  
established along Route 240, especially within the hamlets of West Falls, Colden and  
Glenwood.  The narrowness of the road leaves little room for drivers to safely pullover to  
observe the surroundings.  Therefore, it is extremely necessary to create these parking 
areas and turnouts at sites which are attractive to visitors – such as locations with scenic 
views, creek and trail access points and hamlet centers.   
 
Currently there is one public parking area in West Falls which looks over the waterfall at 
the intersection of Route 240 and Falls Road.  As seen in the picture below to the left, it is 
a simple pull over that is defined by a standard galvanized steel guardrail and provides 
little to no access to the creek, yet it does provide parking for the nearby ski-shop and 
library.  There is no signage that identifies the parking area and the waterfall.  This loca-
tion could be designed in a way that gives visitors a place to rest and enjoy the recrea-
tional value of the creek while enhancing the rural and historic character of the hamlet.  
The landscaping around this scenic waterfall should be presented within an appropriate 
theme that goes along with the rest of West Falls.  This not only includes the small parking 
area on Route 240, but the Falls Road Bridge and the opposite edge of the creek.  If  
possible, parking could be moved to a different, nearby location. The present pullover 
area could then be converted into a small picnic grounds for drivers and fishermen. 
 
The hamlet of Colden also supplies minimal public parking for visitors who are not patrons 
of a local business.  The small and unpaved lot that is shown in the picture to the right is 
located behind the Town of Colden Sheriffs Department.  It is extremely difficult to find 
due to limited signage with poor readability.  There are a number of suggestions to im-
prove this underutilized parking lot.  First, it should be paved and marked with well de-
fined parking spaces, including handicapped parking.  Second, better signage that is 
more appropriate to the hamlet’s character should be made apparent to those passing 
through.  Since Colden is also home to a beautiful roadside waterfall, many drivers are 
tempted to pullover and enjoy the scenery.  This becomes very difficult and dangerous 
when there appears to be no public parking.  Third, the lot should be enclosed by a short 
stone wall or rustic fence that adds to the rural atmosphere of the hamlet.  It should also 
serve as a safe access point to the adjacent Cazenovia Creek.          

Parking Area in the hamlet of West Falls Parking Area in the hamlet of Colden 
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Vegetation Management 
The vegetation along Route 240 in the Town of Colden varies from thick wooded areas to 
shrubs and open grassy fields.  Each environment offers different types of scenic experi-
ences to the motorists – depending greatly on the season.  The fall foliage can attract  
visitors with its intense reds, oranges and yellows.  Trees, when in full bloom, can provide a 
scenic canopy of greenery over the roadway.  Bushes and hedges can help to define and 
emphasize spaces and passageways.  Also, there may be areas along Route 240 where 
the vegetation is overgrown and impeding the scenic quality and sight distances.  In those 
cases, vegetation may need to be removed or replanted in a more appropriate location. 
 
As shown in the below pictures, the vegetation along many sections of Route 240 and the 
old railway is improperly managed.  Half-dead branches are left to dangle from trees, 
grasses and weeds are overgrown, and there is no landscape design that features or  
enhances the local foliage and terrain.  Attempts should be made to improve the  
conditions of vegetation along the roadway by planting, pruning and landscaping  
appropriately to the beauty of the natural surroundings. 

In most parts of Route 240, the natural 
growth of the local vegetation has worked 
alone to preserve the roadways scenic  
quality, yet the landscape of these areas 
could be scenically enhanced through  
simple practices of vegetation manage-
ment.  For example, in the picture to the  
upper right, the trees along the right side of 
Route 240 South are kept back to the edge 
of the power lines.  This necessary for the 
maintenance of the power lines, it detracts 
from the scenic potential of the road.   
Therefore, alternative pathways for power 
lines along certain sections of Route 240 
should be considered. 

Poor Vegetation Management 
Along Route 240/Cazenovia Creek  

Route 240 and the overgrown  
BRP Railroad 

Route 240 Near West Falls 

Merritt Scenic Byway, CT  
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Signage Utilization 
The design of roadway signage on Route 240 in Colden is limited to the standards of the  
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, yet there are steps that can be taken to better 
blend regulatory traffic signs with the natural and rural landscape.  For example, painting 
the backs of signs in earth tones or supporting them with wooden posts instead of galva-
nized steel rods may be effective. 
 
An important aspect of signage along Route 240, as well as the rest of the byway, is guide 
or directional signs that show destinations, distances, services and points of interest.  While 
it is important that this sort of signage be easily recognizable and understood by the driver, 
it is also important that it adheres to the rural and natural surroundings.  Guide or direc-
tional signage is less limited by the standards of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control De-
vices and can be more easily utilized and enhanced to match the character of the by-
way. 
 
There is also a need for cautioning signage at pedestrian crossings, especially within the  
Hamlets and where any trails cross the roadway. 

Four Corners of the Colden Hamlet (Crooked 
galvanized signage could be scenically en-
hanced, and a citizen’s bulletin board made 

Clear and Proper Signage. Parking for The Dog 
Bar is located on the opposite side of Route  
240 and is well landscaped with wooden posts 

Adopt A Highway (A well intentioned and  
effective advertising method in Erie County, yet 
signage could be improved) 
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A.  Introduction 
 
While traveling the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, visitors may be interested 
in exploring one of the many themes of the Byway outlined in the previous section. With 
this in mind, a number of smaller byway “loops” have been developed that direct the  
traveler to several destinations as part of a self-guided tour.  The nine tour concepts  
outlined below roughly define the scope and possible destinations of these themed tours, 
and will need individual attention and development to provide a full experience to the 
visitor. 

The Orchard Park Heritage Tour 
Historic downtown Orchard Park is easily accessible from the north end of US Route 219 at 
NYS Route 20A (East Quaker Road). Following the aptly named Quaker Road to the west 
will bring you to the Quaker Meeting House, still an active religious gathering place. Other 
attractions in the loop include the Jolls Mansion (home of the Orchard Park Historic Soci-
ety), Green Lake, the Orchard Park Depot and the Orchard Park Country Club (designed 
by the renowned Walter J. Travis.) 

The Orchard Park Heritage Tour (outlined in orange) 

The Chestnut Ridge Nature Tour 
The Chestnut Ridge Tour, accessible from the 
Armor Duells exit of US Route 219, boasts the 
wealth of natural resources found in and 
around Chestnut Ridge Park. The tour will  
direct the visitor to active sporting facilities, a 
manned toboggan chute, and a possible 
side trip to Ralph Wilson Stadium – home of 
the Buffalo Bills. 

The Chestnut Ridge Tour (outlined in green) 
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The Boston Valley Tour 
The agriculture-themed Boston Valley Tour takes  
visitors along Boston State Road, the precursor to US 
Route 219. There are many colorful seasonal  
produce farm markets located on this loop. The 
route (shown in blue on the map at left) includes 
scenic roads and hug the banks of creek beds, such 
as beautiful Back Creek Road that traverses the  
undulating terrain along Eighteen-Mile Creek. 

The Boston Valley Tour (shown in blue)  
and the Boston Hills Tour (in red) 

The Boston Hills Tour 
The Boston Hills Tour, accessible via the Route 391 
exit of US Route 219, climbs up the ridgelines of this 
hilly Town, passing through thick forests and wide 
open agricultural fields. The route draws on various 
vistas and viewsheds offering striking views of Lake 
Erie and the City of Buffalo skyline. 

Concord Farms, Parks and Forest Tour 
A tour of the parks and forests in the Town of  
Concord includes a stop at a farm that sells  
farm-produced maple syrup. One can also visit  
the County Forests in the Town, or stop for a  
recreational break to do some fossil hunting or  
play some tennis at Sprague Brook County Park. 

The Historic Springville Tour 
The Village of Springville boasts an Art Deco  
theater, the Scoby Power Plant and Dam  
complex, the area’s largest flea market, and  
two historic districts. The Village is home to the 
Concord Historical Society and the Pop Warner  
Museum, both located on Main Street. 

The Concord Farms, Parks and Forests Tour 
(shown in orange) and the Historic  
Springville Tour (in dark blue) 
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East Aurora Cultural Tour 
The Village of East Aurora offers visitors a wealth of  
cultural heritage sites. These include the Roycroft Inn and 
Campus, the Elbert Hubbard Museum, the home of  
President Millard Fillmore, the historic movie theater, 
Vidler’s 5&10, as well as a number of art galleries.  
 
East Aurora Environmental Tour 
This tour could include Knox Farm State Park and Sinking 
Ponds Nature Preserve. Knox State Park offers horseback 
riding and programs led by the Buffalo Audubon Society. 
Interpretative materials at Sinking Ponds could be  
provided for self-guided nature and wildlife tours. Other 
sites of interest include Hawk Creek Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center, Majors Park (under development), and the Arden 
Organic Farm.  

Zoar Valley Outdoor Adventure Tour (highlighted in light purple) 

Zoar Valley Paddling Club’s Annual Regatta 
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East Aurora Tours  

Zoar Valley Outdoor Adventure Tour 
The Zoar Valley tour is the only  
suggested tour which deviates from 
the scenic byway area. Along the 
tour, old growth forests and rare 
plants clinging to the slopes of the 
400-foot-high gorge walls can be 
seen. Various outdoor adventure 
pursuits, such as whitewater rafting, 
can be found along the tour route. 
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A. Introduction 
 
This section outlines the Stewardship Plan, the Financial Plan, and the Implementation Plan. 
Obtaining the funding and other resources necessary for the byway programs outlined in 
the previous sections is key to the long-term success of the Southtowns Scenic Byway.  
Outlined below are methods for establishing the organizational  and financial structure to 
develop, promote, and manage the byways. 
 
B. Stewardship Plan 
 
The Corridor Management Plan identifies measures that can be taken to protect and en-
hance the byway's resources. This section specifically outlines the responsibilities of the  
individuals and organizations who will contribute to the long term enhancement,  
conservation and promotion of the byway.  
 
Organizational and Management Structure 
It is important in planning for the development of the Western New York Southtowns Scenic 
Byway scenic byway to determine what type of institution will be responsible for fulfilling 
the mission and obligations of the byway. Determining the institutional structure up front is 
critical because it is a key factor in targeting the funding base for byway development 
and operation. 
 
Several organizational scenarios were considered, including: 
• A new not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization devoted to the byway mission; 
• The byway mission would become one of the programs of an existing regional not-for-

profit or public benefit entity; 
• The byway mission as a direct and shared responsibility of the byway municipalities 

through the signing of an Inter-municipal Agreement. 
 
It is important to establish and maintain a clearly outlined management structure that  
fulfills the organization’s responsibilities to its supporters. The structure should sustain the  
ongoing participation of the byway community in a way that facilitates public involve-
ment and coordination among groups. The individual needs of the proposed Western New 
York Southtowns Scenic Byway were also evaluated and considered. It should also take 
into consideration the need for checks and balances, self-evaluation, and updating the 
organization’s mission as new issues and opportunities arise.    
 
 
Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc. 
Most New York State Scenic Byways are led by a single-mission, not-for-profit organization 
with a Board of Directors and a small staff. This is also the organizational structure that 
Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway organizers believe best serves the needs of 
the byway mission. 
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Grassroots public support is a cornerstone of a successful byway program. As such, it is 
recommended that the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc. (WNYSSB, Inc.) 
be established as a 501(c)(3) membership organization. As such, the Board of Directors 
will be elected annually by constituents of the byway association. The roles and  
responsibilities of the Board of Directors serve to establish and support the vision of the 
byway. Selected key responsibilities of the Board in the early years of operation and  
beyond include: 
 
• Establish the Byway Mission.  The goals of the byway will be clearly articulated by a 

mission statement that is agreed upon by the Board of Directors. It should layout the 
organization’s primary goals and means of serving its constituents.  

• Develop a Working Board. At the onset, at a minimum, the group will be a working 
Board, and as such, will assist in the planning and implementation process.  

• Ensure Adequate Resources. The Board will develop adequate financial and human 
resources for the organization to fulfill its mission.  

• Manage Resources Efficiently. The Board will ensure the proper fiscal stewardship and 
will approve an annual budget for the organization. 

• Develop Programs. The Board will establish programs and monitor their effectiveness. 
• Build the Organization's Public Image. The Board will serve as the organization’s pri-

mary link to the byway community by clearly communicating the byway’s mission 
and accomplishments in order to gain public support. 

• Establish Working Subcommittees.  Much of the work of the group will be accom-
plished by subcommittees focused on achieving specific goals of the byway. These 
committees will be headed by members of the Board and composed of staff and  

      volunteers. Recommended committees include:  

 
• Hire an Executive Director. Appointed by the Board of Directors and responsible for 

carrying out the organization’s strategic plans and policies, the executive director will 
be the chief organizer for the implementation of the byway’s mission and a strong  

      advocate and fundraiser. It is anticipated that the Executive Director function will be     
      phased in as funds permit. 
• Staff as Funds Permit.  Additional staffing is highly dependent on the organization’s 

financial state. Therefore, employees of the byway may often be hired on an "as 
needed” basis, or when funding allows. This makes the use of voluntary strategies  
extremely important to implementing and maintaining the byway (as described in the 
public participation plan). Also, appointed Board and Committee Members should 
have qualities and abilities that are pursuant to the byway mission; therefore  
alleviating the need for hired staff. Skills that would be sought in the director and staff 
include tourism development, marketing and promotion, fundraising, urban planning, 
database management, web site development, and accounting.  

 
 
 

• Special Events Committee 
• Fundraising Committee 
• Marketing and Tourism Committee 

• Community Outreach Committee 
• Resource Interpretation Committee 
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Outside Support 
The Byway will be greatly improved with financial assistance and personal support from 
local municipalities, businesses and individuals. This support will be made possible through 
the two vehicles described below. 
 
Inter-Municipal Agreement   
An important strategy for implementing the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, 
Inc. Corridor Plan is creating an inter-municipal agreement between the affiliated towns 
and villages.  A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) will set the foundation for coordi-
nating individual actions among municipalities in order to ensure that they correspond with 
the overall byway vision. Once a MOU is adopted by all parties, they should then establish 
a coalition composed of one chief representative from each municipality. The coalition will 
serve as an interface between the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc.  
not-for-profit organization and town/village officials. They will also work closely with the  
organization to help administer the planning process and provide the necessary financial 
resources. In this way, the political boundaries that transect the byway will all share a  
common mission, thereby working towards a mutually beneficial outcome that contributes 
greatly to the local economy and enhances the corridor’s quality of life.  
 
Friends of the Byway 
The “Friends of the Byway” should be developed as an organized group of citizens and 
related agencies that donate time and resources to the byway’s implementation. Their 
voluntary dedication will be vital to the success of Western New York Southtowns Scenic 
Byway, Inc. This group will consist mostly of proud residents and beneficiaries of the  
byway’s positive effects on the local economy and quality of life. It may also consist of 
other regional organizations that are associated with the mission of the byway. The Friends 
of the Byway will elect officers who will work to organize the group in fundraising,  
preservation and promotional activities. Building public support for the Byway by  
promoting the vision and publicizing associated incentives should be at the core of the 
mission of the Friends of the Byway. 
  
 
C. Financial Plan 
 
Figure X-1 on the following page outlines the projected growth of the Western New York 
Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc. over the first five years of the corporation. The preliminary 
pro forma outlines expected increases in philanthropic support of the byway as well as 
both one-time and recurring expenses. 
 
Projected Sources of Income 
Potential sources of funding have been grouped into five categories, which are explained 
in depth on the following pages; government, corporate, foundation, individual and  
in-kind. The model does not anticipate any sources of direct revenues from services or fees, 
as the Corridor Management Plan does not call for service delivery of this nature. 
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This Five Year Pro Forma projects considerable growth in support from local businesses and individu-
als. This model assumes no start-up debt from loans, allowing for the organization to grow naturally 
with increasing financial support. 
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

ANTICIPATED INCOME
Interest from endowment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Government grants and contracts
  Local municipal 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000
  County 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
  State 0 0 0 0 10,000
  Federal 0 0 0 0 0
Corporate grants 10,000 12,500 14,581 15,451 23,375
Foundation grants 5,000 5,500 6,050 6,655 7,321
Individual donations 6,900 12,651 15,000 15,000 17,500
Fee for service 0 0 0 0 0
In kind contributions 10,000 7,500 7,000 6,000 6,000

TOTAL INCOME $52,900 $59,151 $63,631 $64,106 $85,196

ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURES
Salary and benefits
     Executive director 0 0 25,000 25,000 45,000
     Development director 0 0 0 0 0
     Administrative support(1) 15,600 16,068 9,360 9,641 9,930
Operating
     Facilities rental and utilities 0 9,600 9,600 9,600 9,600
     Equipment rental 1,000 1,000 2,000 2,000 2,000
     Materials and supplies(2) 20,000 15,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
     Telephone, internet, and fax 3,600 3,708 3,819 3,934 4,052
     Postage and deliveries 4,000 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
     Printing and copying 2,500 2,575 2,652 2,732 2,814
     Travel 700 700 1,200 1,200 1,800
Consultant labor fees 5,000 5,000 0 0 0
Consultant direct expenses 500 500 0 0 0

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $52,900 $59,151 $63,631 $64,106 $85,196

1 OPERATING INCOME or (LOSS) $0 $0 ($0) ($0) ($0)

Notes:
 (1) Executive director as part-time staff for first 2 years.
 (2) Includes signage.

Figure 7: F ive Year Pro Forma
Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc.
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Government grants and contracts will be the staple of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway, 
providing consistent funding for at least the first five years. It is anticipated the Erie County 
will provide $5,000 annually to the Byway, and the strong support shown by southtowns 
Legislator John J. Mills will continue to be critical to the mission of the byway. It is further  
anticipated that the individual municipal governments within the WNY Southtowns Scenic 
Byway area will combine their budgetary resources to provide annual funding of $16,000. 
The inter-municipal agreement mentioned earlier in this section will provide the details of 
the contributions of each municipality. 
 
Corporate grants represent funding that has been collected from various commercial  
interests in the Byways corridor. Tourist attractions and related businesses such as  
restaurants and boutiques will reap the greatest direct benefit from increased travel within 
the Byway. For this reason, it is expected that funding will grow by nearly 25% annually as 
the popularity of the byway grows. Corporate contributions are expected to be $10,000 for 
the first year, increasing to over $23,000 by the fifth year of business.  
 
Foundation grants will be sought from such regional sources as the Oishei Foundation, and 
will likely amount to 5,000 for the first year. Grant requests are projected to show modest 
(10%) annual growth in line with the programmatic needs of the Byway. 
 
Individual donations will mainly be a product of the Friends of the Byway, and growth in 
these donations is expected to nearly double in the first two years of operation, as the 
Friends develops appropriate fundraising drives and benefit functions for the Byway. 
 
In-kind support will come from [???] 
 
Anticipated Expenses 
As was mentioned earlier in this section, there are both one-time and recurring expenses 
which will accompany the development and stewardship of the Western New York  
Southtowns Scenic Byway. As the recognition and popularity of the Byway grows, fiscal 
needs will shift somewhat, from one-time expenses to recurring programmatic expenses. 
 
The one time expenses, appearing under year one and two of the pro forma, are certainly 
the most critical to achieving the mission of the Byway during startup. These expenses  
include $35,000 over two years on materials and supplies—the vast majority of which will 
be spent on design, production, and placement of signage identifying the Byway and  
selected destinations from the Resource Inventory. Baseline funding for materials and  
supplies after year two will be used towards maintenance and expansion of signage, as 
well as basic office supplies related to running the Byway. 
 
Consultant fees and expenses, estimated at $5,500 per year for the first to years, are  
expected to be necessary to provide professional assistance and advisement related to 
the initial development of the byway, its organizational structure, and corridor  
management. 
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Recurring expenses will consist of staff salary and benefits, office expenses, and  
promotional material. The Byway executive director will initially be a part-time position due 
to the significant startup expenses related to signage. After the first year, the director will 
move into office space which will preferably also serve as a storefront. Starting in year 
three, a part-time administrative assistant will be hired, and in year five, the executive  
director position will become full-time. By the fifth year of business, staff and office rental 
expenses should level out at a combined $64,500. 
 
Development, production, and distribution of promotional materials for the byway will  
account for most of the expenses under the headings ‘postage and deliveries’ and 
‘printing and copying’. These expenses may see minor increases related to the cost of  
materials, but there will be no significant changes to this aspect of the business unless the 
scope of the byway narrows or widens. 
 
 
D. Strategies for Implementation 
 
The successful implementation of the Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc.  
relies heavily on adopting strategies that will facilitate the byway mission. These strategies 
will promote community involvement in maintaining and assessing the byway, as well as 
promote coordination among regional agencies and municipalities that adhere to the  
byway mission.    
 
Municipal Resolutions   
As of July 2007, the byway municipalities of the Villages of East Aurora and Springville, and 
the Towns of Aurora, Boston, Colden, and Orchard Park have adopted resolutions in  
support of the Byway designation. In addition, Southtowns legislator John J. Mills submitted 
a resolution supporting Byway designation to the Erie County Legislature, which recently 
passed unanimously.  
 
These municipal resolutions are a critical component of the NYS Scenic Byway Nomination 
process, and the resolutions must indicate the municipalities’ willingness to participate and 
confirm that they will not issue building permits or permission to erect new off-premises  
advertising signs along the byway.  Resolutions in support of designation are anticipated 
shortly from the Town of Concord and the Village of Orchard Park. When resolutions have 
been adopted for the five towns and three villages of within the Byway Corridor, the  
nomination process can move forward with assurance that the program adheres to the 
goals and objectives of each community.  
 
Founding the Corporation 
As mentioned earlier in this section, it is recommended that Western New York Southtowns 
Scenic Byways incorporate in the form of a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit. Although attaining non-
profit status through the IRS is considered by some to be a daunting task, it is the standard 
practice of other Byways in New York State. Fortunately, this Nomination Study has cov-
ered many of the topics that will arise, and it should be used as a reference during this 
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Creating a §501(c)(3) Not-for-Profit Corporation 
 
A not-for-profit corporation refers to any association that is operated solely for the purpose of social welfare, 
civic improvement, recreation, preservation, environmental protection or any other purpose except for profit. The 
Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc. should be operated in such a way, due to its philanthropic 
mission. There are a number of steps that need to be taken in order to achieve not-for-profit corporation status. 
It is highly recommended that legal advisement be considered during this process.   
 
1. The organization must identify and define the purpose of the future corporation according to Section 201 of 

the NYS not-for-profit law. The Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc. would fall under a Type B 
purpose for its charitable, educational, scientific and cultural attributes.  

2. The organization must establish the initial directors who will be responsible for signing the Certificate of   
Incorporation. NYS requires a minimum of three. 

3. A name must be decided upon, pursuant to the guidelines described in Section 301 of NYS not-for-profit law. 
4. The Western New York Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc. organization must receive consent or approval from 

the NYS Department of Education for its historical and educational theme.  
5. The organization must complete and file the Certificate of Incorporation  with the NYS Department of State, 

Division of Corporations, in accordance with Section 402.  
6. Upon corporate existence the initial directors must conduct a meeting at which by-laws are adopted and the 

Board of Directors is appointed, pursuant to Section 405.  
7. Pursuant to Section 603, the Board of Directors must hold at least one annual meeting to reaffirm the          

by-laws and board members.  

The shaded box above lists, in order, the seven steps towards securing not-for-profit status. 
When the case is being made to the Department of Education, as listed in step four, the 
Byway Corporation should draw from the Historical Inventory compiled in section II. 
 
In choosing a Board of Directors for the Byway, several considerations should be made. It is 
important that the board consists of a balanced distribution of members that reflects the 
geography of the Byway. The board should contain directors picked from senior positions 
within the parks, businesses and cultural agencies which are at the heart of the Southtowns 
Scenic Byway. Lastly, it is important to select board members who bring unique expertise or 
passion to the table with respect to some aspect of the byway; these individuals will be  
critical, especially during the early years, as they will provide much needed assistance to 
the single part-time staff member that the budget affords. 
 
The chart on the following page recommends both individuals and organizations which 
should be approached and offered a place on the Board of Directors. Suggestions are  
divided vertically by municipality and horizontally by expertise or relevance. Given the  
possibility that some of these individuals and organizations may decline the offer, this list 
should be considered merely a base from which to expand.  
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Historic Recreational Environmental and 

Agricultural 

Towns:       

Aurora Robert Goller, Town Historian Knox Park State Park Arden Organic Farm 

Boston Pat LaMonte     

Colden   Kissing Bridge   

Concord     Wendel's Farm, 
Waterman’s Nursery 

Orchard Park Susan Kulp, Town Historian Buffalo Bills  Richard Leonard 

Villages:       

East Aurora Robert Goller, Town Historian     

Orchard Park   Orchard Park Country Club   

Springville     Gertner’s Auction 

Regional Landmark Society of WNY Erie County Parks Erie County DEP 
USDA/NRCS 

Figure 8: Potential Board Members  

  Economic Development Arts and Cultural Technical 

Towns:       

Aurora Gary Grote, Greater Aurora 
Chamber of Commerce 

  Steve Ranalli,  
Civil Engineer 

Boston       

Colden Restaurateur (Colden Mill,  
Butterwood, or Dog Bar) 

Colden Arts and Crafts  
Festival 

  

Concord       

Orchard Park Ed Starosielic, Orchard Park 
Econ. Develt. Committee 

Southtowns Arts Council Scott Krolll, Attorney 

Villages:       
East Aurora Gary Grote, Greater Aurora 

Chamber of Commerce 
Christine Peters, Roycroft 
Campus Corp. 
Martha Augat, Roycroft  Inn 

  

Orchard Park Nancy Conley, Orchard Park 
Chamber of Comm. 

Bicycling Museum   

Springville       

Regional Ed Healy, Buffalo-Niagara CVB 
Buffalo-Niagara Partnership 

    

Prospective board members for the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway, Inc. Board of Directors. 
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XII.  The Signage Plan  

 

A.  Defining On-Premise versus Off-Premise Signs 
 
On-premise signs are located on the property of the activity that they advertise, or signs 
that advertise the sale or lease of the property that they are on.   On-premise signs are 
subject to the local laws and ordinance of each Town and Village on the WNY South-
towns Scenic Byway. 
 
Off-premise signage, on the other hand, is mandated by the federal Highway Beautifica-
tion Act of 1965.  Off-premise signs, such as billboards, that are visible from the highway 
must be registered by the NYSDOT or are considered illegal.  According to Intermodal Sur-
face Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) of 1991, which expanded upon the existing off-
premise sign regulations of the time, no new off-premise signs are allowed that are visible 
from any controlled highway that is designated as a scenic byway.  Existing off-premise 
signs that are legal when the byway is designated can remain, yet their configuration 
cannot be changed in any way.  Existing signs that are non-conforming (not registered 
with the DOT) cannot be altered any way (i.e. with respect to their content) non-
conforming signs that are altered then become illegal and will be removed by the DOT. 
 
The below map shows three current instances of billboards on the WNY Southtowns Scenic 
Byway.   
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B.  Byway Signage 
 
Introduction 
The implementation of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway will bring a greater need for 
certain types of signage.  Official signs, on-premise signs, off-premise signs, and tourist ori-
ented directional (TOD) signs will all need to be addressed, installed, upgraded, or possibly 
removed for both the byway’s  safety and scenic enjoyment.   Therefore, it is necessary to 
identify the design standards for these different types of signs, areas where additional sign-
age  is  necessary, and areas where the existing signage possibly detracts from the by-
way’s overall scenic quality and/or safety.  
 
According to the NYS Scenic Byway Sign Manual, there are seven primary types of signage 
that will pertain directly to the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway.  They have also been 
placed into two categories of permitted within the highway NYSDOT right-of-way and per-
mitted outside the NYSDOT right-of-way. 
 
Signs permitted within the highway NYSDOT right-of-way are: 
• Byway Identification Signs (provided by NYSDOT) 
• Byway Community Identification Signs (provided by NYSDOT) 
• Tourist Oriented Directional Signs (provided by business) 
• Destination Markers (provided by business 
 
Signs permitted outside the highway NYSDOT right-of-way are: 
• Byway Community Identification Signs (provided by the municipality and subject to 

NYSDOT) 
• Pedestrian Directional Signs (provided by the community or organization) 
• Interpretive Signs (provided by the business or resource) 

Official Signs 
Official signs are those that are maintained by public agen-
cies and carry out an official duty or responsibility — such 
as maintaining the safe and efficient flow of traffic.    All of-
ficial signs are subject to the rules and regulations of the 
New York State Sign Program, which adhere to Sections 52, 
86, and 88 of the NYS  Highway Law and federal law 23CFR 
Part 13.  These design standards are put forth in the New 
York State Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD), which applies to all State and local roads.  
  
Official signs that will be needed for the implementation of 
the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway will mostly include traf-
fic safety and caution  signs.  These signs are uniform, easily 
legible, and recognizable for the safety of all byway users.  
They are most needed where  various forms of  byway traf-
fic come together, such as snowmobile and bike paths (as 
seen in the image to the right).    
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Byway Identification Signs 
According to the Standards put forth in the NYS Scenic Byways Sign Manual, byway identi-
fication signs will be placed within the highway right-of-way by the NYSDOT  at the appro-
priate locations, such as intersections, or along the byway route at the appropriate inter-
vals, as decided upon by the NYSDOT.  The WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway identification 
signs will consist of a route marker panel with the approved logo and name, a top auxiliary 
panel which simply reads Scenic Byway, and a supplemental arrow panel at the bottom.  
It is also mandatory that these signs must display a brown background with white lettering. 
 
 
Byway Community Identification Signs 
As a way of acknowledging and linking the individual communities which compose the 
WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway, community identification signage will be provided by both 
the NYSDOT as well as the municipalities.   The placement and character of these signs is 
dependent on the provider.  
 
Byway community identification signs provided by the NYSDOT will be placed in the high-
way right-of-way at the boundaries of each participating Town, Village, and Hamlet within 
the byway study area.  They will consist of the name of the municipality and the approved 
byway logo on a simple reflective background. 
 
Byway community identification signs that are provided by the municipality must be 
placed outside of the right-of-way, but are allowed to be designed with alternative mate-
rials and additional graphics that represent the individual community’s unique character.  
In this case, the approved byway logo would be appended to the unique community’s 
sign as a way of acknowledging the municipalities participation in the byway program.  
 
 
Tourist Oriented Directional (TOD) Signs 
These signs are placed within the right-of-way.  TODs are paid for, maintained, and 
erected by the business, institution, or agency which is promoting the tourist attraction, yet, 
all TODs are subject to the standards put forth by the NYSDOT.  According to the manual, 
they must take advantage of the terrain, have minimum impact on the scenic environ-
ment, and avoid visual conflict with other signs, signals, or devices within the right-of-way.    
 
The main function of TODs are to advertise and direct travelers to destinations that may be 
of regional interest and not located on the primary routes — including historic, cultural, 
recreational, natural, and agricultural attractions.  There may be no more than 12 TODs 
upon any one intersection and each attraction is limited to one TOD. These signs must be 
within five miles of the attraction’s location and may not include any national trademarks 
or brand names.   The selection of businesses to be included in the TOD program shall be 
based upon those that qualify by being closest to the intersection , and meeting other cri-
teria of NYSDOT.       
 
The byway logo is not included upon TOD signs.  TODs are usually characterized by simple 
text with an arrow.  There are a number of TODs currently on the Southtowns Scenic Byway 
that direct visitors to historic attractions, such as the Roycroft Campus in East Aurora.   
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Destination Markers 
Destination markers are a smaller alternative to intersection destination signs that use a 
recognizable symbol, rather than simply text, to illustrates the function of a more generic 
destination, such as a campground or ski slope.  
 
Destination markers are approved by, fabricated, installed and paid for by the NYSDOT.   
They are located  within the highway right of way at or within 200 feet in advance of the 
intersection with the highway leading to the destination.  They must contain reflective 
white legends on reflective green backgrounds.  Destination markers relating to recrea-
tional and/or cultural destinations may have brown backgrounds.   They may also be sup-
plemented by way-finding arrows and destination names.  For consistency and clarity, TOD 
signs and destination markers should not be mixed.   
 
 
Byway Pedestrian Directional Signs 
Byway pedestrian directional signs are used by local byway organizations in communities 
to guide pedestrian visitors to points of interest after they have disembarked from their cars 
or buses.  They may also be used to create and identify walking tours on the WNY South-
towns Scenic Byway.   
 
Pedestrian directional signs are planned, fabricated and installed by the local byway 
communities and located outside the right of way.  Location, size and style of pedestrian 
signs are subject to local ordinances.  Written permission from the owner of the property 
also must be obtained.   The size of the sign and the text shall be designed at a scale suit-
able for pedestrian use and compliant with provisions of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.  Background colors shall be brown with white text.  The byway logo will be repro-
duced, in full color, at the top of each sign to reinforce the identity of the byway.   
 
Byway pedestrian directional signage standards allows for some expression of individual 
identity among communities and destinations. For example different color combinations 
and shapes are possible, yet the byway logo should be a consistent element of all of pe-
destrian directional signs. 
   
 
Interpretive Signs 
The purpose of interpretive signs is to communicate or provide information about events, 
places, people or things that have significance to a particular site, resource or event.  In-
terpretive signs should present information, maps and drawings, sketches or photographs 
in a logical and graphically interesting way.   
 
Interpretive signs are provided by either the business or resource and must be located out-
side the right of way. The New York State Scenic Byways Sign Manual sections 3.25 thru 3.30 
provide a number of recommended guidelines of low profile and high profile signs that are 
consistent with the interpretive signage used in the Heritage New York program.  Low pro-
file signs are limited to 24 in. x  36in.  and high profile are limited to 36in.  x 48in. (vertical for-
mat) and 30in.  x 48in. (horizontal format).  Interpretive panels should be made of phenolic 
resin with a 10 year guarantee.   
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C.  Sign Inventory 
 
In addition to the signs identified at the beginning of this section, the State Routes within 
the Byway have an existing an up-to-date inventory on file with the NYS Department of 
Transportation (DOT) which is shown below. All large advertising signs that are within the 
DOT right of way must be registered with a four-digit code (shown to the far right). Tourist 
oriented directional (TOD) signs and signs for local non-profits orgaizations and service 
clubs (i.e. American Legion) that are no more than 8 square feet in size are allowed by the 
DOT and do not require registration (these signs are not considered non-conforming).  
Unregistered signs that do not fall into these categories are considered non-conforming, 
and at the DOT’s discretion they may become illegal.  
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D.  Proposed Logo 
 
A major goal of the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway initiative has been to develop an iden-
tifiable and common theme for the area — one that proudly represents and links the vari-
ous communities along the byway.  After a great deal of thought and discussion among 
committee members and other consultants, it was decided that the theme “Heritage to 
the Hills” best represents the WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway.  The theme not only recog-
nizes the areas rich cultural history, but the beauty of the region’s natural environment. 
 
The initial proposal for a WNY Southtowns Scenic Byway logo built on the visual qualities of 
the Boston Hills, depicting a simple winding road heading into rolling hills with a backdrop 
of a setting sun (appropriate to Western New York). Unfortunately, this image is similar to 
approved signage for Route 20 in New York State, and risks confusion to travelers unaware 
of their surroundings. 
 
A revised logo will be developed by the Scenic Byway committee members and  
submitted to NYSDOT for approval following the Byway Nomination process. 
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