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Please answer questions in space provided Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application fonns if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the 
fonns. If the fonns are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded 
by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original fonn. 

Project Name: Bethel Center Location: 4006 W. Lake Street 

Owner: Bethel New Life, Inc. 

Project Use(s): Employment center, childcare, computer lab, financial literacy, community dev., retail. 

Project Size: 23,000 sq. ft. Total Development Cost: $5 million 

Annual Operating Budget (if appropriate): 

Date Initiated: June 2003 Percent Completed by December I, 2006: 100% 

Project Completion Date (if appropriate): January 2005 

Attach, if you wish, a list of relevant project dates: 

Application submitted by: 
Name: Steven McCullough (Pamela Sullivan) 
Organization: Bethel New Life, Inc. 

Title: President & CEO 

Address: 4950 W. Thomas 
Telephone: (773) 473-7870 

City/State/Zip: Chicago, IL 60651 
Fax: (773) 473-7871 

E-mail: smccullough@bethelnewlife.org Weekend Contact (for notification): use email please 

Key Participants (Attach an additional sheet if needed) 

Organization 
Public Agency: 
Architect/Designer: 
Developer: 
Professional Consultant: 
Community Group: 
Other: 

Key Participant 
NA 
Mr. Doug Farr 
Bethel New Life, Inc. 
NA 
Ms. Mirmie Smith 
Aldennan Ed Smith 

Telephone/e-mail 

312-408-1661 
773-473-7870 
NA 
773-638-5582 
773-533-0900 

Please indicate how you learned of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. (Check all that apply.) 

X Direct Mailing _ Magazine Ad X Previous RBA entrant 
Professional Online Notice Previous Selection Committee member 
Organization Bruner/Loeb Forum _Other (please specicy) _____ _ 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation pennission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
reproduction or use by others, and to post on the Bruner Foundation websites, the materials submitted. The 
applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the application and all attached 
materials a~d to"these rights and p 

Signature ~ /~ 



( 

. 2007 
RUDY BRUNER AWARD 

ABSTRACT 

RUDY 
BRUNER 
AWARD 

FOR URBAN 
EXCELLENCE 



ABSTRACT 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application fonns if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the 
fonns. If the fonns are not used and answerers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded 
by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original fonn. 

Project Name: Bethel Center 

Address: 4006 W. Lake City/State/Zip: Chicago, IL 60624 

I. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

Bethel Center is a 23,000 sq. ft., two-story building with smart-green construction and a transit-oriented 
design. Bethel Center is located in Chicago's West Garfield Park, which was impacted by the 1960s civil 
rights riots and now faces challenges with poverty, unemployment and crime. Bethel Center was designed 
to help residents obtain self-sufficiency through a mix of key programs in one location. The ground floor 
houses our new Community Savings Center, a Subway Restaurant, the West Side Cafe, a local dry cleaner, 
and a satellite office for State's Attorney Lisa Madigan. The upper level houses our Employment Services 
Center, community room, computer lab and our second Child Development Center. The facility now 
serves as a community hub, providing its visitors with a central site for goods and services. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider 
such factors as: effect on the urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project 
development; new and creative approaches to urban issues; design quality.) 

Bethel Center emerged from community protests of the Chicago Transit Authority's (CTA) plan to stop its 
train service to Chicago's West Side 10 years ago. Bethel united with residents to keep the train operating, 
and in the process discovered an opportunity to develop a transit-oriented community. We collaborated 
with residents, churches, public officials, schools, parks, and local organizations to develop the Bethel 
Center, now located at the intersection of Lake & Pulaski. As a result of our collaboration, Bethel Center 
and its surrounding Community Transit Village now serve the very people who helped plan them. 

At Bethel Center, residents can find job training and placement at our Employment Center; daycare for 
their children at our second Child Development Center; fmancial education and banking products at our 
newly opened Community Savings Center; and storefront businesses to obtain some of their everyday 
needs. The Commuoity Transit Village Plan is an ongoing work, but already we have seen much success. 
Through this plan, Bethel has developed play lots, cui-de-sacs, pocket parks, and over 40 affordable homes 
in the Parkside Estates located just blocks from the CTA's Lake & Pulaski train stop. This particular train 
stop also connects to Bethel Center through ao overhead bridge. Bethel Center was financed through New 
Markets Tax Credits and grants from entities such as the City of Chicago Empowennent Zone and the 
Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity. 

Bethel Center has received the following honors: 
• 2006 Richard H. Driehaus Foundation Award for Outstanding Non-Profit Real Estate Project by LISC 
• 2006 Burnham Award by Chicago's Metropolitan Planning Council 
* 2006 National Award for Smart Growth Achievement by the U.S. Environmental Planning Agency 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application forms if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the 
forms. If the forms are not used and answerers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded 
by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

I. Describe the underlying values of the project. What, if any, significant trade-offs were required to 
implement the project? 

Bethel Center is an example of how we involve those we serve in creating the programs that serve them. 
Bethel Center emerged from community protests of the CTA's plan to stop train service through Chicago's 
West Side. We united with residents and constituents to keep the train operating, and they in tum united 
with our effort to plan Bethel Center. Our goal was to not only gather their input but to implement a process 
that gave them a sense of ownership and power within their community. We worked with the Center for 
Neighborhood Technology (CNT) to ensure that residents participated in the planning process and with 
Imagine Chicago to provide citizen leadership training. Together, we all developed partnerships, identified 
the community's needs, and determined how Bethel's community development plan could address them. 
In addition, community residents own the Subway, Westside Coffee Express and dry cleaners, each of 
which received a $25,000 start-up sub-grant from Bethel. 

2. How has the project impacted the local community? Please include relevant information on urban 
context. 

This community is 98% African American and according to the 2000 U.S. Census, about 35% of its 23,019 
residents live below the poverty level. Roughly 22% of its labor force is unemployed, and the median 
household income is just $23,121. Since Bethel Centers' grand opening in 2005, it has been a tremendous 
benefit to the community. 

• Approximately 3,000 commuters use the Green Line train every day. 
• The Employment Services Center serves roughly 600 jobseekers each month. 
• The Child Development Center has a capacity for 62 children. 
• The Community Savings Center provides fmancialliteracy, banking services, credit counseling 

and brought in more than $1 million in income tax refunds to the community during the 2006 tax 
filing season. 

3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where 
appropriate. 

Bethel collaborated with residents, churches, public officials, schools, parks, and local organizations to 
develop Bethel Center and the surrounding Community Transit Village. Bethel also worked with 
architects, govermnent agencies and community representatives. Also, Bethel started as a housing ministry 
of Bethel Lutheran Church and used its 27 years of housing experience to serve as developer of Bethel 
Center. 



4. Describe the fmancing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square foot costs where 
applicable. 

The total construction cost was $5 million, funded through grants and tax credits. In particular, Bethel 
received a $4 million New Markets Tax Credit allocation in 2003, of which $1.5 million was used to 
develop Bethel Center. Other funding for the Bethel Center included $1. I million from the State of Illinois, 
$1.8 million from a City of Chicago Empowerment Zone grant, $400,000 from the Chicago Department of 
Environment, $200,000 from the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, and 
$100,000 from Illinois Clean Energy. 

5. Is the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other 
urban settings? 

The planning process for Bethel Center was unique in several ways. In addition to partnering with CNT 
and hnagine Chicago to identifY and train community representatives, we also held public meetings, and 
Bethel staff and volunteers went door-to-door to survey other residents. Also, the actual development of 
Bethel Center was unique because it introduced energy conservation to the community. Bethel Center is a 
smart-green facility with amenities including a solar paneled roof and super insulation. In addition, Bethel 
Center serves as the hub for this transit-oriented community and is directly connected to the CTA's Lake & 
Pulaski train stop by an overhead bridge. 
(See "Green Commercial Center" fact sheet for list of amenities.) 

Bethel's work is transferable through several key factors: 
• Involve the community in project planning from the very beginning with clarity about the intended 

positive community impact. 
• Make sure the professionals assisting with the project respect the community's wishes. 
• Partner with others - government entities, developers, financial institutions, etc. 
• Balance environmental, community and affordability concerns. 
• Seize opportunities. Even protests can become possibilities. 



PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel fi·ee to uses photocopies of the application forms 
if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the fonns are not 
used and answerers aro typed on a separate page, each answer mnsr be preceded by the question to which it 
responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to tlte area provided on the original fornL 

This sheer is ro be filled out by staff roprcsentative(s) of public agency(ies) 'who were directly involved in the 
financhtg, design rcvie or public approvals hat affected this project. 

Name: Mary Bonomc puty Commissioner 

Organization: Department of · g, City of Chicago Telephone; 3121744-9413 

Address: 121 N LaSalle St, Suit~ 1006 City/State/Zip: Chicago, IL 60602 

Fax: 3121742-5826 E-mail: mbonome@cityofchicago.org 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission ro use, reproduce, or make avaHable for reproduction or 
use b others, for any pmpose whatsoever, the matelials subrrrltted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full 
power and authority to subrrrlt the application and all arrached materials and to grant these rights and pernussions. 

Signatnre 

1. What role did your agency play in tlte development of this project? Describe any requirements made of rbis 
project by your agency. (e.g., zoniog, public paxticipation, public benefits, impacr statements). 

The Department ofl'lanning and Development (DPD) contributed to !he Bethel Center through a $1.68 rrrlllion 
grant from the Empowerment Zone. 'l'his grant, through a public benefits plan, required: . 

• Deconstruction of the original building on sire, training 10 community residents for this work 
• Creation of a day ~are center to serve 80 chHdrt:n 
• Creation of 30 new jobs for EZ residents 
• Recruiting of two new locally owned and opemted businesses to open at the Bethel Center 

2. How was this project intended to bcnelit your city? What trade-off's and compromises were required to 
implement the project'? How did your agency participate in making them? 

DPD intended this project to provide numerous benefits: first, the provision of much needed retail services to 
an nnderserved neighborhood; second, the decrease ofkakage from local residents shopping io nearby suburbs 
and third, a catalyst for lhrure developmenT in the neighborhood. 

DP~ ~ade several compromises in order to make this project a reality: first, the project required a high level of 
public mvesrmenr that could have been used for other projeCts and second, DPD had originally envisioned a 
restaurant. DPD agreed to this high level of public inveslillent and substitution of a small-retail facility after a 
restaurant operotor could not be identified in order to make tlus project happen. 

DPD panicipated in these dedsions in an advisory capacity, letting Bethel as the developer take the leading role 
in project design, budgeting and lease up. 
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PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE {CON1"Dl 

3. Descnbe the project's impact on your city. Please b~ as specific as possible. 

This project is serving as a caralyst for funrrc development in the area, but on a widar perSpective it is setting an 
example not only in the City of Chicago, but regionally and nationally for green, transit oriented design. 
Visitors from all across the nation have toured the facility to look at the integration of the environmcnrally 
friendly, energy efficient de~ign with rclll.il and office usc. Since the Bethel Center opened, several other 
buildings have been proposed that also mimic this example. In fact, DPD is discussing with the Bethel New 
Life a potential dcvdopmertt about a mile west of the Bethel Center that will also be a tranSit-oriented, green 
building, 

4. Did this project result in new models of public/private partnerships? Are there •SPeers of this project that would 
be instructive to agencies like yams in other cities'? 

As stated above, the development cost of the Belhel Center was very high. Witham public subsidies, the 
retailers and Bethel progratm residing in the building would not be able to afford the rent needed to cover the 
building's mongage and operating costs. With the public subsidies, rents are at a more affordable level. For 
O)<ample, two locally owned businesses opened in the retail spaces on the first floor of the Bethel Center. These 
businesses wade nsc of a $25,000 start-up grant from Bethel New Life, made possible by the federal Office of 
Community Service m build out their SPace and pay for some rent during their first few months of operating. 
Without these funds, cash flow would have been much more difficult if not impossible for these entrepreneurs. 
Also, Berhel used City of Chicago, Department of Environment and State of Illinois funds to install a gre~n roof 
with photovoltaic panels. These amenities limit the decuical and gas use for the building and thus reduce the 
building's utility bills- once again reducing costs to occupants. 

Tapping a variety of public money to make this project financially viable has created a commercial anchor for 
the neighborhood, is in the process of promoting continued development, has created jobs and in general has 
increased the community's property and sales rax base. iiJJ many public agencies already know, investing 
significant public dollars up front on projects, can create ideal returns in the long run, both fmancially (in tcnns 
of IOX revenue) and coiilllllmily development wise (in tCTm!l of spawning interest in neighborhood 
rcvitalizn tion) . 

5. What do you consider to be th~ most and the least successful a.specrs of this project? 

Tho mast successfnl aspect of this project is the rebirth of the comer where the Bethel Center sits. Wbar used to 
be a dark, gloomy intersectiom is now a center for local workers m grab a quick lunch, drop children off to 

daycare or look for a job. DPD looks forward to seeing additionlll development in the orca. The least 
successful aSPect is that DPD would like to see a restaurant near that location, Hopefully in fumre developm<:nt 
phases, Berhel will be able to bring a restaurant to another comer of that intersection. 
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COMMUNITY REPRE ENTATIVE PERSPEC TTVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application fonns if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or "1-vrinen directly on the 
fonns. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded 
by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original fonn . 

This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was 
involved, in helping the project respond to neighborhood issues. 

Name Minnie Smith Title Owner 

Organization Westside Coffee Express Telephone (773) 638-5582 

Address 314 N. Pulaski City/State/Zip Chicago, I L 60624 

Fax (773) 638-5588 E-mail \\CStsidecoffecc:\prcss a yahoo.com 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation pennission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
reproduction or use by others, for any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants 
that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the application and all attached materials and to 
grant these rights a 

Signature 

I. How di ou, or the organization you represent, become involved in this project? What role d1d you 
play? 

I am a community representative of West Garfield Park and have been a resident for 48 years. I watched 
the deterioration of this community and decided to help restore it by turning vacant lots into gardens and 
helping others to rebuild a clean, safe neighborhood. Helping Bethel New Life was part of this effort. I am 
a City of Chicago Empowennent Zone Coordination Council Member. The purpose ofthe Council is to 
help start-up businesses or continuing businesses to flourish within the community. I advocated for Bethel 
to receive Empowennent Zone funding for the Bethel Center because I saw the organ ization working with 
people in the community. 

2. From the community's point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

The major issue was the overwhelming need within the community for the services that Bethel Center 
would offer. We needed more affordable quality childcare, a place where people could find employment, 
and banking services. Now, Bethel Center provides aU of that. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your 
organization participate in making them? 

I volunteered to work in the community and in return Bethel helped me to fulfill my dream of opening 
Westside Coffee Express in Bethel Center. I volunteered through neighborhood canvassing, attended beat 
meetings and town hall meetings, and was a part of the Citizen Leadership Committee that helped plan the 
Bethel Center. In return, I now have a coffee shop housed in the same building I advocated for within the 
community. 



COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE (CONT'Dl 

4. Has this project made the community a better place to live or work? If so, how? 

Yes, the community has improved because of Bethel Center. There's a higher property value and a 
beautifYing ofthe community. Bethel Center is a place that people appreciate and can enjoy. There's a 
sense of accomplishment throughout the community because block clubs were involved. It's a healthier 
community with less trash and less gray space from removal of the old concrete and vacant lot. There is 
also a sense of pride among adults and children because Bethel Center is in their community. I hope to hire 
more people from the community to work at Westside Coffee Express so I can be free to do even more in 
the community. Plus, the jobs in my shop will be an incentive for young people to become entrepreneurs. 

5. Would you change anything about this project or the development process you went through? 

I think this building is great. I wouldn't change anything about this building. Bethel is in the process of 
trying to add an additional parking lot for Bethel Center, and that would be beneficial. Otherwise, I 
wouldn't change anything but would want to do even more in the community such as improving nearby 
Tilton Park. 
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DEVELOPER PER PECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application forms if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written direct f) on the 
forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded 
by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original fonn . 

This sheet is to be filled out by the person who took primary responsibility for project financing or is a 
representative of the group, which did. 

Name: Holly Denniston Title: Senior Director, Real Estate Development 

Organization: Bethel New Life, Inc. Telephone: (773) 473-7870 

Address: 4950 W. Thomas City/State/Zip: Chicago, IL 60651 

Fax: (773) 473-787 1 E-mail: hdenniston a bcthclnc\\hli!.or 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
reproduction or use by others, for any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants 
that the applicant has full ower and authority to submit the application and all attached materials and to 
grant these righ p 

Signature 

I. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? Describe the scope of 
involvement. 

Bethel New Life served as developer of the Bethel Center. Bethel ew Life is a 27-year-old faith-based 
community development corporation. We started as a housing ministry of Bethel Lutheran Church to help 
rebuild Chicago's West Side after it was damaged during the 1960s civil rights riots. Our experience in 
development includes nearly 1,000 units of affordable housing throughout our community. As developer 
for Bethel Center, we acquired the land, developed the concept plan, assembled the development team, 
obtained permits and fw1ding, and oversaw design and construction. 

2. What trade-offs or compromises were required during the development of the project? 

We had to make a conscious effort to involve community stakeholders in all planning stages of Bethel 
Center. These stakeholders included residents, churches, schools, parks, aldermen, and others. Bethel 
made compromises with the Chicago Transit AUlhority and other City agencies concerning .wning and 
other critical issues. Our uJtimate goal was to develop a buiJdjng that was reflective of the commw1ity and 
not j ust the vision of Bethel New Life. As a result, community representatives received citizen leadership 
training, were thoroughly involved in the entire process and are now reaping the benefits of the goods and 
services provided at Bethel Center. 



DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

3. How was the project financed? What, if any innovative means of financing were used? 

The most innovative financing method used was New Markets Tax Credits. In particular, Bethel received a 
$4 million New Markets Tax Credit allocation in 2003, of which $1.5 million was used to develop Bethel 
Center. Other funding for the Bethel Center included $1.1 million from the State of Illinois, $1.8 million 
from a City of Chicago Empowerment Zone grant, $400,000 from the Chicago Department of 
Environment, $200,000 from the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, and 
$1 00,000 from Illinois Clean Energy. 

4. How did the economic impacts of this project on the community compare with or differ from other 
projects you have been involved in? 

This project differed from others in its ability to improve the local economy through various streams of 
revenue rather than through individual home purchases. Bethel Center generates tax revenue for the 
community through its property taxes and through the businesses it houses. These businesses also offer job 
opportunities to residents, which further stimulates the local economy. Its Community Savings Center 
provides visitors with an alternative to currency exchanges and payday lenders. The esc also provides 
financial literacy, credit counseling, tax preparation, and a matched IDA savings program called Smart 
Savers that allows participants to save toward education, purchasing a home or starting a business. In 
addition, the Employment Center provides job training and placement services to the community. Nearly 
600 people visit the Employment Center each month. 

5. What about this project would be instructive to other developers? 

The most instructive lesson for other developers considering similar projects is to always create a 
comprehensive community plan. Ultimately, the building being constructed will be for the community's 
use, so its input is imperative throughout the process. It is our experience that the best community plans 
emerge when community residents, advocates, activists and others are involved from the very start. 
Consequently, representatives of local churches, public offices, schools, parks, and organizations were 
involved in all planning stages of development of Bethel Center. 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The most and least successful aspect of this project are one in the same- that Bethel Center is the first such 
facility that Bethel New Life has developed. It is successful in that it helps introduce smart-green 
construction into this urban community. It is also successful in that it serves the community's greater need 
for self-sufficiency. Consequently, Bethel Center is the anchor component to Bethel's new five-year 
strategic plan called, Community of Choice. This plan focuses on providing the community with Quality 
Affordable Housing for All, Education & Youth Development, and Wealth Creation. However, the Bethel 
Center development is least successful in that we have not yet developed the land adjacent to it, which 
would continue our efforts of community development. 
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ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application forms if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the 
forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded 
by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be liroited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a design professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing 
design, planning, or other services. Copies may be given to other design professionals if desired. 

Name Doug Farr Title Founding Principal 

Organization Farr Associates Telephone 312-408-1661 

Address 53 W. Jackson Blvd., Suite 650 City/State/Zip Chicago, IL 60604 

Fax 312-408-1496 E-mail elena@farrside.com 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
reproduction or use by others, for any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants 
that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the application and all attached materials and to 
grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature 

1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, 
scale, etc. 

The Bethel Commercial Center consists of the construction of a new two-story, 22,000 sq. ft mixed use 
neighborhood center and commercial building, with a third floor connection to the adjacent Chicago Transit 
Authority's Green Line mass transit train stop. The ground floor contains leased retail spaces and part of a 
daycare, which also extends to the second floor. The second floor also contains speculative office space and 
a training center for use by Bethel New Life. 

Originally conceived as a transit authority project, the non-profit Bethel New Life took over the concept 
when it was officially dropped. $1OM in CMAQ funds (Federal funds for traffic congestion mitigation and 
air quality) acquired by a local coalition lead by the owner were reallocated, so the funding process had to 
begin anew. The architects were instrumental in raising over $l,OOO,QOO for sustainable design. 

This urban site was also a Brownfield. A part of a larger redevelopment effort, the project represents the 
first commercial project Bethel New Life had initiated; they have developed several vacant lots into 
affordable housing within 112 mile of the site. This is all part of the transit-oriented development strategy of 
which this project is a portion. 

A healthy environment was essential to the design. The architects had to specially petition the City of 
Chicago to use the heat recovery ventilation system specified. Material selections included low-VOC 
paints, sealants, furnishings, and carpets. The integrated design process was essential to creating the 
design, and began with an intense workshop with all parties present (owner, engineers, architects, funders). 
Many sustainable design strategies are made evident in the building. The green roofis sloped to be visible 
from the passing elevated train. The photovoltaic cornice is made with translucent panels so the PV cells 
can been seen from below. The day lighting systems are expressed by faceted lay lights that help distribute 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 

light in the space while providing a visual link to the source. The windows are slipped as far north as 
possible so the interior north wall of each space can act as a reflective surface. 

The building envelope design was critical since the N/S orientation of the site was working against 
efficiencies. For this reason the east and west facades are designed to carefully control sunlight. The west 
fa~ade simply has few windows and will, in a few years, be covered with Virginia Creeper to help shade it 
further. Control measures on the east include the PV cornice, light shelf/sunshade devices to reduce glare 
and solar gain, and spectrally selective glazing. 

The exterior wall is an R35 thin wall concrete and insulation sandwich known as SolarCrete. It is installed 
without formwork, saving a source of potential construction waste. This wall, particularly on the south 
fa~ade that parallels the CTA Green Line, has an inherently acoustic value, shielding the interior spaces 
from outside sounds. 

Expected Benefits: 
• PV panels and daylighting produce a 50% reduction in energy use ($1,500/month savings) 
• Green roof assists in reducing urban heat island effect 
• Excellent day lighting creates a welcoming daycare learning environment and higher retail sales 
• Reduced pollution and auto congestion through connectivity to public transportation 
• Improved community access to retail, employment and family services· 
• Greater economic development with more dollars remaining in the neighborhood 

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design. 

Bethel Commercial Center provides the first new retail in years in this community, creates a large childcare 
center to help working families, and provides job training for residents. The future holds promise of a larger 
commercial development in the immediate vicinity of this project done by the same owner. 

This project is focused on all aspects of"the triple bottom line". Its goals include reducing reliance on the 
car (and thus reducing pollution and congestion) through close ties to bus and rail transit and hnproving 
neighborhood walk-ability. It is designed to reduce building energy use and enhance retail sales and the 
daycare learning process. 

A key inspiration for the building is the loft-style buildings common in Chicago. These buildings may be 
the preeminent example of long-life reusable buildings. Bethel Commercial Center is design to be a shell 
with a highly durable and energy efficient exterior and non-bearing interior partitions. 

3. Describe the major challenges of designing this project and any design trade-offs or compromises 
required to complete the project. 

At the time this building was designed (late 1990's), many green technologies were fresh on the market, 
thus making price an inhibiting factor when working with the budget of a non-profit. Exploring innovative 
funding strategies proved to be successful by developing mutually beneficial relationships between the 
owner and the City of Chicago, the Department of the Environment, the CTA, and other funding sources. 

The project budget and tight site did our "right-sizing" for us. Certain technologies that could not be 
adequately supported by the site (i.e. cisterns for rainwater collection) were dropped from the program, thus 
maintaining the budget's integrity. A full third floor was contemplated, but it was clear that though the 
program was tight in the available space, there was neither enough program nor money to justify the 
additional space. 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 

4. Describe the ways in which the project relates to its urban context. 

The shape and size of the building as well as the materials selected for its construction relates it back to the 
urban community it serves. By keeping the height of the building in line with the surrounding structures, it 
maintains a local aesthetic rather than expressing itself as an anomaly. The bridge connection to the Green 
Line utilizes a tower-like element to provide for handicap accessibility. Most Green Line stations have this 
same architectural element, linking the Lake stop connecting Bethel visually to the other area stations. 

The street fa9ade follows an angled lot configuration, providing visual interest that assists the ground-level 
retailers. It is also pulled back from the street, a decision made by the architect to enhance pedestrian 
friendliness, compensating for a narrowed public sidewalk. Large amounts of vision glass provide eyes to 
the street for the building's tenants, and also invite passers by to frequent the retail amenities. The brick 
construction on public street facades provides a human scale relationship to the center, making it appear 
friendlier and accessible. 

From a social perspective, the Bethel Commercial Center serves the community by providing valuable 
services that are easily accessible to public transportation. Enviromnentally sound daycare facilities, an 
employment center and various retail spaces are conveniently connected to the CTA, thus promoting public 
transportation. This mixed-use facility fosters a sense of place for the community, while simultaneously 
connecting it to the city job market, cultural landmarks and the urban center of Chicago. 
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Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application forms if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the 
forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceded 
by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Naroe: Mr. Ed Smith Title: Alderman 

Organization: 28"' Ward, City of Chicago Telephone: (773) 533-0900 

Address: 259 N. Pulaski City/State/Zip: Chicago, IL 60624 

Fax: (773) 533-6199 E-mail 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
reproduction or use by others, for any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants 
that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the application and all attached materials and to 
grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature 

I. What role did you play in the development of this project? 

I brokered relationships for Bethel with all City services when it ran into roadblocks in developing the 
Bethel Center. I was able to intervene and negotiate with various City departments to get waivers for 
zoning and other key matters. I also helped Bethel and the Chicago Transit Authority coordinate a 
connecting bridge from the building to the train platform. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

Bethel Center has jumpstarted development in the community. There is now an increased tax base because 
of the new businesses Bethel Center houses- Subway, Westside Coffee Express, the dry cleaners, etc. 
There also is an increased opportunity for community residents to get jobs because of those businesses and 
because of the Employment Center. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you 
participate in making them? 

There was due diligence on my part with City departments to help Bethel remove or reduce barriers to the 
project. For exarople, my office helped with zoning issues and made sure proper electrical currents were 
used for the building and train platform. Also, I continuously stressed that the project needed to be 
completed and kept the involved parties at the table to get any problems resolved. 

4. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

I believe the most successful aspect is that the building is a model for green technology and is an 
opportunity to see true transit oriented design in a community setting. The least successful aspect would be 
that Bethel does not yet own the adjacent land to Bethel Center. That land could be developed to bring in 
more income through perhaps a park-&-ride or retail space. 



PROJECT PROFILE 

IN BRIEF 

Profed Components 
• A twenty-three thousand 

(23,0001 square foot, three
story center, likely to become a 
naHonal model for smart, 
green building. Located at a 
transit stop, with employment 
counseling services, o 
computer technology center, 
daycare center, dry deaners, 
sandwich shop, a finondol 
services center and odditionol 
retail space. 

Completion 
May 2005 

Development Team 
• Owner and Co-Developer 

Bethel New life is a faith
based community 
development corporation 
serving the dty's West Side, 
having brought in over $120 
million In investments, 
developed more than 1,000 
units of housing and placed 
more than 5,000 people in 
jobs since its founding in 1979. 

• Co-OeYeloper 
Matonky Realty Group, Inc. is a 
full service real estate firm 
offering expemse in 
commercial brokerage, 
shopping centers, land 
acquisition, development, 
redevelopment. real estate 
consulting and management. 

• Architect 
Forr Associates 

• Contractor 
Phoenix Builders 

~ Chicago 

70-07 

BETHEL CENTER 
West Garfield Park, Chicago 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Bethel Center, built wi th a bridge connecting it to the Lake treet El 

platform, incorporates the components of green technology and transit-oriented 

development. These aspects complicated the nnancing and development process, 

but promise to reduce energy costs , provide transit accessibility, and be gootl for 

the environment. The Center hou cs Bethel's Employment crviccs, where area 

residents can receive employment counseling and access to a computer lab 

(community technology center), with desktops, fax machines, and copiers, to aide 

in job searches and technology training supported by U C/ Crucago. A new Child 

Development Center provides daycare ervices for 106 children . Two West ide 

residents arc the owners of a new ubway store on the Center's first noor, one of 

6 retail spaces. A dry cleaners occupies another retail space and two more will be 

used for a financial services center (a joint effort between Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans, First Bank of O ak Park and Bethel) that will begin occupancy in 

January 2006. 

SITUATION 
For many years the C fA Green Line stop on the corner of Lake and Pulask i was 

in a dilapidated condition. Nonetheless, its location in the heart of the Garfield 

Park ne ighborhood made it an important community resource, with more than 

2, 500 people getting on and ofT at the stop each day. In 1992, when the CTA 

announced plans to close the s top , community residents ral lied together and 

successfuUy lobbied to keep the Lake & Pulaski stop ope rational . The success of 

these efforts opened Bethel's eyes to the possibility of tran it oriented 

development and smart , green construction to house a much-needed commercial 

center. Bethel had previous experience in energy efficient housing and was 

developing over I 00 new homes \vi thin walking d istance of the transit stop. The 

development of a smart , green building connected to the transit stop as the 

anchor development was a logical next step in a multi -phased plan for commercial 

de"clopment. The Project was completed in May 2005 . 
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2006 Outstanding Non-Profit Real 
Estate Project 

Bethel ew Ufe for Bethel Center 

CJc Jick here to pht) the awa rd video 

While bui;ding green and creating transit-oriented 
development have become the mantras of progressive city 
planners, most envision such developments in new or affluent 
neighborhoods or in relatively new cities. Yet it is on a 
neglected intersection of the West Side of Chicago where one 
of the frnest examples o f such sustainable and smart building 
exists, created by one of the city' s best known and long-lived 
development organizations, Bethel New Life. 

For more than 25 years the fates of Bethel New Life and 
Garfield Park have been intertwined .. with Bethel New Life, 
most often at the center o f the ne ighborhood struggles, first 
for preservation, and now for wide-rang ing redevelopment 
From the beginn ing. Bethel New Life has been the leader in 
delivering s trong programming and innovative development 
to build on the assets of the community. The Bethel Center 
continues that tradition of smart investments for smart 
growth. 

A co-development with Matanky Realty Group, the Bethel 
Center is a 23,000 square foot, two story, green-roofed 
building sitting on a former brownfield s ite in the heart o f 
Garfield Park which provides both phys ical and sociaJ 
sustainability to the neighborhood 

On the ground floor are six commercial retail shops, including 
a Subway Restaurant aod local dry cleaners - operated by 
local residents - and a financiaJ services center operated by 
First Bank of Oak Park and Thrivent Fi.nanciaJ. On the upper 
level is Bethel's Childcare Development Center. Employment 
Services Center and community computer lab, all services 
that meet specific community needs. The Center also provides 
direct access to the Green Line ·'el" s top through a connective 
bridge. 

Hailed as a national model o f sustainable development, this 
innovative project is the winner of the Richard II. Driehaus 
Foundation Award for Outstanding Non-Profit Real Estate 
Project. 

http://www .lisc-cnda.org/2006. php ?reci pient=bethel_ center 12/15/2006 
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EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Bethel Center 
Chicago Department of Planning 
and Development 
Chicago, Illinois 

Threatened with the loss of its transit 
station, the West Garfield Park 
neighborhood catalyzed transit-oriented 
redevelopment with Bethel Center as the 
anchor and kept the station open. Bethel 
Center provides employment services, 
child care, and banking in a ·green· 
building erected on a former brownfield. 

"Transit-oriented development, green 
technology, and focused affordable 
housing combined with strong community 
participation prove that these concepts 
can work in low-income communities 
across the country." 
- Steven McCullough 
President and CEO, Bethel New Life 

For More Information 
Steven McCullough 
President and CEO 
Bethel New Life, Inc. 
Tel: nJ-473-7870 
smccullough@bethelnewlife.org 

Ten years ago, the 23,000 residents of Chicago's West Garfield 
Park neighborhood faced the proposed closure of their Green 
Line transit station. Because the neighborhood was struggling 
economically, the station represented an important community 
resource that residents couldn't afford to lose. 

In response, Bethel New Life, Inc., a local faith-based non-profit 
organization that has served the community for 27 years, led the 
creation of a Transit Village Plan. Bethel collaborated with 
residents, churches, public officials, public school principals, the 
Garfield Park Conservatory, and local organizations to develop 
the plan. The plan focused on improving quality of life by 
addressing residents' needs for a walkable neighborhood and 
better community services. At the heart of the plan was a two
story, 23,000-square-foot, environmentally friendly facility dubbed 
"Bethel Center." 

Bethel Center opened its doors in May 2005. Developed with 
grant funding from the Chicago Department of Planning and 
Development. the center provides the community with amenities 
such as employment counseling, commercial services, a 
technology center, child care, and retail space. Neighborhood 
residents helped determine what services would be offered at 
Bethel Center. 

Bethel Center is a model of environmentally friendly design. The 
center was built on a former brownfield, and its transit-accessible, 
walkable location gives people transportation options. The 
development incorporates green building technology and features 

~ .......... -. a green roof, photovoltaic cells, and recycled and non-toxic 

Center provide a safe and enriching 
environment for local children. 

Bethel Center's green roof reduces 
stormwater runoff, and photovoltaic cells 

building materials. 

Bethel Center is a first step to revitalizing the area. Bethel New 
Life has also built 50 affordable homes within walking distance of 
Bethel Center and the train station. 

Employment opportunities are important for residents in the West 
Garfield Park neighborhood. Bethel Center provides employment 
counseling, job training, and placement services. Approximately 
600 visitors seek help each month, and retail tenants at Bethel 
Center hire from the employment training program. 

The (CSC) occupies one of 
storefront properties at Bethel Center. CSC Is a full-service 
bank that offers free financial counseling to members. 

Page 1 of2 

http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/awards/sg_ awards _publication_ 2006.htm 12/15/2006 
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provide clean energy. The center also 
provides direct access to the Green Una 
"Er stop through a connecting bridge. 

Using green construction techniques and smart growth principles, 
Bethel Center has increased access to community services while 
reducing environmental impacts. Bethel has applied for Gold 
certification under the Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design ( LEED) program. 

http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/awards/sg_ awards _publication _2006.htm 12/1512006 



Bethel New Life presents . .. 

Bethel Center 
4000 W Lake St, Chicago, IL 60624 

Green Commercial Center 
The Bethel Center, located at the corner of West Lake Street and North Pulaski, houses six retail spaces, a Bethel's 

Employment Center and second chi ld development facility. Listed below, are the environmental features of the 
Bethel Center, including a green roof, super insulation and other factors that create a potential energy cost savings of 

50% compared with average commercial buildings. 

Sustainable Site: * The Bethel Center was constructed on a Brownsfield. After spending thousands of dollars on 
environmental clean up the site now needs no further remediation. 

Energy& 

Atmosphere 

Materials & 
Resources 

Indoor 

Environmental 
Quality 

The site is located next to the Green Line "L" stop and a major bus line. A bridge connects the 
"L" stop with the Bethel Center allowing pedestrians to directly enter the building. Bike racks 
are also located on site. 

The building bas a green roof, resulting in reduced storm water runoff and a decrease in heat 
absorption in the summer and beat loss in the winter. 

The super-insulated walls, light color of the building and the trees on site reduce heat absorption 
through the building's walls. 

CJ Photovoltaic cells, a specialized HRU system, high efficiency HV AC unit and automatic light 
dimmers reduce the energy demand of the building. 

Bethel continuously monitors and adjusts the power usage, air temperature, humidity and other 
factors in the building to create the roost efficient system possible. 

At least 25% percent of building materials contained recycled content and 20% of the materials 
were sbjpped from within 500 miles of Chicago. 

1\ 50% of the wood used on the project originated from forests grown and harvested using 
~ environmentally conscience methods. 

All the paint, carpet, adhesives and wood products are low - VOC (paints that do not emit 
potentially toxic fumes). 

All rooms have direct line of site to the outside; made possible by using skylights, light wells 
and interior windows. 

Bethel New Life has been awarded a Gold Certification from the US Environmental Protection Agency's 
LEED Building Rating System. LEED stands for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

For more information, please visit www.bethelnewlife.org or caU us at 773/473-7870. 

Bethel New Life, Inc- 4950 W Thomas- Chicago, IL 60651 - P: 773/473-7870 - F: 773/473-7871 



What Is Smart Growth? 

Health, schools, taxes, traffic, the environment economic growth, fairness, opportu
nity-many of the things We care about-are ail affected by development decisions. From 
the length of our daily commUte to the price of a neW home to the safety of our neighbor
hoods-what, where, and how we bUild l1ave major impacts on our personal Jives, our com
munities, and our nation. 

Growth presents a tremendous opportunity for progress. Communities around the country 
are looking for ways to get the most out of hew development ahd to maximize their invest
ments. FrUstrated by development that requires residents to drive long distances between 
jobs and homes, many communities are challenging rules that make it impossible to put 

workplaces, homes, and services closer together. Many communities are questioning the 
fiscal Wisdom of neglecting existing InfrastructUre While expanding new sewers, roads, and 
services into the fringe. Ahd In many communities Where development has improved daily 
life, the economy, and the environment, smart growth principles (see facing page) have 
been key to that success. 

When communities choose smart growth strategies, they can create hew neighborhoods 

and main fain existing ones that are attractive, convenient, safe, and healthy. They can foster 
design that encourages social, civic, and physical activity. They can protect the environment 

while stimulating economic growth. Most of all, they can create more choices for residents, 
workers, visitors, children, families, single people, and older adults-choices in where to 
live, how to get aroUnd, arid how to Interact With the people aroUnd them. When commu
nities db this kind of plannihg, they preserve the best of their past while creating a bright 

future for generations to come. 

If you've heard the term smart growth and want to know what It actually looks like, this 
publication Is a good starting point. If you're already familiar with smart growth ideas, this 
publication can help you educate others. It contains many examples of how smart growth 

principles have been applied in cities, suburbs, small towns, and rural areas; some of these 
examples may look much like your own community. 

Thirty-two national organizations that work on community design and development, envi
ronmental protection, and public health have approved or endorsed this booklet. These 
organizations have many resources, some of which are listed in the Resources section, to 
help you learn more about smart growth techniques and apply them in your commUnity. 

Growth is smart when it gives us great communities, with more choices and personal 

freedom, good return on pUblic investment. greater opportunity across the community, 

a thrilling natural environment, and a legacy we can be proud to leave our children and 
grandchildren. 

This is sm.art growth. 
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Uvetwork units are designed to provide for both resl· 
dentlal and commercial uses. Live/Work owners conduct 
business on the first floor while living ups!JIIrs. Busl· 
nesses you might see In live/Work units Include res!Jiu· 
rants. stores. law offkes. real estate brokers, nail salons, 
and other neighborhood services. 

lhOsl' w1lhng to work hard may lac!' sigmficant barriers 
to personal achievernem. 

Restonng economic vitality to these neglet'led areas 
takes a conccned community effon, but it can be done. 
East Liberty, a declining neighborhood in Pillsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, reversed its fortunes by working with 
national retailers, local activists. and government and 
nonprofit agenc1es to bring back stores, JObs. services. 
and well-built affordJble homes. The stores and con
struction companies made commitments to hire people 
from the neighborhood for decent paymg JObs. Following 
closely behind the revitali:union of the ne1ghborhood 
were new and renovated houses <1nd apartments afford
able to the current residents, along with market-rate 
homes. 

Access to a good education IS a key part of manv 
Americans' dreams. Where kids hve can play a strong 
role in determining the quality of their educdtlon. By 
investing money for schools in communities where 
families already Jive and by creaung neighborhoods that 
have a diversity of housing types and income levels, 
smart growth approaches can make good educational 
opportunlues access1ble to more ch ildren. 

To put these opportunities within reach, the Wake 
County, North Carolina, school system has lnvesied in 
a new middle school in a downtown Raleigh neighbor
hood. In addition Lo helptng revitalize and d1vers1fy 
the neighborhood, the Moore Square Museums Mag-
net Middle School Lakes advantage of the city's nearby 
museums to gtve students unique learning opportumues. 

East Liberty 

" 
Moore Square 

Museums School 

Moore Square Museums Magnet Middle School 
lOCIIIIOn Rlllelgh, N C.-Population: 326,653 

" 

More than a dozen museums and theaters near the Moore 
Square SchOOl serve as extended classrooms. The schOOl also 
works with local businesses to expose students to career 
options. 

Tlle live/Work units In the Kentlands allowed the Hl1stopoutoses 
to fulfill their dream of owning a business and a home. 

Our communities are full of rl!liOurces that we can 
usc to create new opportunities, as the Moore Square 
srhool d1d In the Garfield Park neighborhood of Chi
cago. many residents rely on public Lransponation to 

reach jobs and services dow mown. When the uans1t 
authority planned to close the Green Line in the early 
1990s, a group of churches and netghborhood organiza
uons worked together to keep u open. Led by !!ethel 
New Life, a fauh-based community development cor
poration, thr communuy got the transit authority to 
upgrade the station and tram serv1ce. Next to the sta
llon, Bethel built Bethel Center, with stores and services, 
and Parksidc Estates' custom-built yet affordable homes. 
The new homes and Bethel Cemer g1ve restdents more 
opt1ons in the1r neighborhood. the tram station makes 
It easier for them to reach JObs and other opponunities 
farther awa)'. 

The American Dream can mean something different 
to everyone. Smart growth 1sn't a magic bullet. but com
munities can usc it to create new choices and opponuni 
ties to help people ach1eve lhetr goals. • 

Garfield Park U R 8 AN ...... 

" 

G.lrfleld Part! 
location: Chicago. Ill - Population: 2,862.244 

Bethel center houses a bank. Head Start classes. day-care and 
employment services. a dry cleaners. and a sandWich shop In a 
convenlentlocatlon next to the rail station. 
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COMMUNITY AREA 26- WEST GARFIELD 
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New Markets Tax Credit A Progress Report ------------

Project: The Bethel Center - Chicago Illinois 

Allocatee: Bethel New Life, Inc. 

Headquarters: Chicago, IL 

Service Area: West Garfield Park and Austin Neighborhoods in Chicago 

Round I Allocation: H million 

On May !9, 2005, Bethel New Life, Inc., a nationally recognized faith-based community 
development corporation that has served the· low-Income West Garfield and Austin neighbor· 
hoods of Chicago for over twenty-five years, will dedicate its 23,000 square foot Bethel 
Center. According to Mary Nelson, President and CEO of Bethel New Life, Inc., the $5 mil
lion Center, which was completed in January 2005, would never have been built had It not 
been for the vital support provided by the NMTC program. Bethel New Life; Inc. received a 

$4 m!llion NMTC allocation in November 2003, of which $1.5 mlllion was directed to help 

develop the Center. Other 
sources of funding for the Center 
include $1.1 m!llion from the 
State of Illinois, a $1.8 mlllion 
Empowerment Zone grant from 
the City of Chicago, $400,000 
from the Chicago Department of 
Environment, $200,000 from 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, and $100,000 
from Illinois Clean Energy. The 
remainder of Bethei"s NMTC 

' . 
allotment Is being used to 
finance, develop, and operate 
other projects In Its service area 
on the West Side of Chicago. 

The Bethel Center Is remarkable 
In a number of ways. It Is located on the comer of Lake and Pulaski Streets, which Is a major 
transit stop on Chicago's revitalized Green Line. The Chicago Transit Authority {CTA) has 
even funded the construction of a walkway to connect the transit stop with the Center. This 
partnership Is a win-win sltt.iatlon for the CTA and the surrounding community. It will pro
mote increased ridership for _mass transit, and local residents will have convenient access to 

the wide variety of much needed services the Center will offer. 

For example, parents could ride the Green Line to the Bethel Center in the morning, drop 
their children off In Its child development center {which w!ll exclusively serve low-income 
children), and then quickly return to the transit stop to take them to their final destination. 

The same holds true for the employment services facility that Is also housed In the Bethel 

Center. Local residents can learn of job openings in the morning, and then conveniently 
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16 A Report by the New Markets Tax Credit Coalition 

access the Green Line to bring them to their worksites. They can also use the employment 
services center to Jearn new skills and become productive members of the community. 

In addition to the employment services and child development facilities, the Bethel Center 
also houses a community technology center that teaches residents computer skills and helps 
to bridge the digital divide. There are also six commercial storefronts located in the Center, 
including a national chain restaurant , a cellular phone store, a fmancial service center, and a 
dry cleaning business. The Center will ultimately act as an economic anchor in the communi
ty, spurring additional area redevelopment and economic activity on Chicago's West Side. 

The fact that the Bethel Center is located on the CTA's Green Line is not the only thing 
"green" about the development though. Through a partnership with Argonne National 

Laboratory, the City of Chicago, the State of Illinois, and other entitles, the building is 
planned as an example of a smart, green, environmentally friendly, energy efficient sn·ucture. 
It features a living roof, photovoltaic cells, automatic light dimmers, interior light wells, 
super-insulation, and radiating windows, which together can reduce energy costs by as much 
as flfty percent. 

The Center was unlikely to have attracted conventional financing for its development had it 
not been for the NMTC. From an investor's perspective, the fact that it is located in a dis
tressed area hit hard by neighborhood riots in the 1960s, and then subsequently hurt by 
white flight and the neglect of absentee slumlords, would have posed signillcant financing 
risks. In addition, the operating funds were unstable given the fact that two of the proposed 
tenants - the child development center and the employment services center - relied on 
annual federal, state, and local appropriations. To address this issue, Bethel does have the fall
back option of providing child care on a fee-for-service basis and leasing the employment 
center for another purpose should public operating funds become unavailable. 

Mary Nelson contends that the NMTC program has been extremely helpful to Bethel New 
Life, Inc. in two important ways. First, lt has allowed Bethel New Life, Inc. to find receptive 
investors who are willing to take a chance on helping a low-income community th!ive and 
flourish. The Center has four NMTC investors, all of them regional and local banks. It is also 
supported ~th public and private grants secured by Bethel New Life, Inc. Furthermore, 
Nelson remarks that the NMTC has increased its own capabilities to serve as a catalyst for 
community economic development. For example, it has allowed Bethel New Life, Inc. to 
plan affordable housing projects within walking distance of the Center. She believes that with 
the Center as an anchor at Lake and Pulaski, it will spur as much as $100 million in future 
development on the West Side of qucago. The incentive provided by the NMTC, along with 
~e outstanding reputation and expertise of Bethel New Life, Inc., has therefore made a real 

difference in improving the lives of thousands of people. 


