
FRESNO METROPOLITAN FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT 
File No. 310.IO"D" 

November 28, 2000 

Selection Committee 
The Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence 
Bruner Foundation, Inc. 
130 Prospect Street 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 

Dear Selection Committee, 

2001 Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence 
Application for Oso de Oro Lake Park 

The Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District respectfully submits its application for the 2001 
Rudy Bruner A ward for Urban Excellence. 

The project submitted, Oso de Oro Lake Park, was the product of approximately seven years of 
extensive planning and fund raising, and was a community-wide effort. In that regard we have 
enclosed a list of park contributions to highlight the broad base of support received from school 
children to large organizations and agencies. 

We have attempted to describe the park as clearly as possible within the forms provided, but we 
feel the best description is contained in the color brochure enclosed. The brochure was created to 
give to the communities and agencies that have shown and continue to show interest in the park 
an overview of the features and the concepts behind them. 

We have also enclosed a small representation of the awards and recognition gained by the park, 
which will assist in your understanding of the project. The awards are viewed not as an end, but 
as a means to maintain the quality of existing projects and expand the program to serve other 
areas of the community. 

Your consideration of Oso de Oro Lake Park for the 2001 Rudy Bruner A ward for Urban 
Excellence is appreciated. If you have any questions or need additional information, please call 
me at (559) 456-3292. 

Sincerely, 

)1°d~...,l 
Gary Newmark 
Staff Analyst II 

GN/dl/bgs 
dml\gary\bruner -ltr 

5469 E. OLIVE • FRESNO, CA 93727 • (559) 456-3292 • FAX (559) 456-3194 



8-01PROJECT DATA 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applications should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application forms if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the 
forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be 
preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided. 

Project Name: Oso de Oro Lake Park Location: 5550 N. Forkner, Fresno CA 93711 
Owner: Fresno Metropolitan f=lood Control District, 5469 E. Olive Ave., Fresno CA 93727 
Project Uses: Recreation, stormwater control, groundwater recharge 
Project Size: 10± acres Total Development Cost: $2,364,499 
AnnuafOperating Budget: $70,000 
Date Initiated: Planning began in 1989. Official groundbreaking happened on October 3, 1991 
Project Completion Date: June 8, 1995 · 

Application submitted by: 
Name: Gary Newmark Title: Staff Analyst II 
Organization: Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District 
Address: 5469 E. Olive Avenue City/State/Zip: Fresno CA 93727 
Telephone: (559) 456-3292 Fax: (559) 456-3194 
Email: fmfcdbvw@gte.net Weekend Contact Number: (559) 431-4634 

Key Participants 
Organization Key Participant Telephone/e-mail 
Public Agencies 

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District Doug Harrison (559) 456-3292 
fmfcddh@gte.net 

Architect/Designer 
T.I. Malone T.I. Malone Unknown 
Anthony C. Pings and Associates Anthony Pings (559) 222-9992 

Developer 
Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District Alan Hofmann (559) 456-3292 

Professional Consultant 
Blair, Church, & Flynn Consultants Ken Church (559) 291-5507 

Community Groups 
Tree Fresno Susan Stiltz (559) 278-4378 
Fansler Foundation Marlene Fansler (559) 432-0544 

Other 
Fresno Unified School District Chuck Mccully, ret. (559) 457-3000 
State of California, Department of Parks and Recreation Donna Artiega (916) 653-7423 
(Extensive list of contributors attached for reference, see 
"Supplemental Pages") 

Please indicate how you learned of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. (Check all that apply). 

_ Direct Mailing _ Magazine Advertisement Previous RBA entrant Other 
Professional ....X Newsletter Previous Selection 
Organization _ Magazine Calendar Committee Member 

Signature ,tf,11/~ ?-,/~,. 
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ABSTRACT 

1. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

Oso de Oro Lake Park was designed and built to provide totally usable and accessible 

recreation park facility for disabled children. The park is built in a stormwater detention basin, 

which is also used for groundwater recharge. The result is a ten-acre park project which 

produces multiple benefits to our community. 

Park features include a live stream, lake with docks, sensory maze for the visually impaired, 

wheelchair basketball court, a boat, picnic and arts and crafts pavilions, fully accessible 

restrooms, a frontier fort town, railroad tunnel, artwork, tot lot and big kids play structures. The 

park has an early California history theme that is incorporated in many of the park's features, 

providing not only atmosphere, but educational value. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish 
to consider such factors as: effect on the urban environment; innovative or unique approaches 
to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban issues; design 
quality.) 

The Oso de Oro Lake Park project transformed 10 acres of vacant urban land into a 

recreational facility that went beyond the acute need for urban park space, to meet the 

recreational needs of disabled children. Without the benefit of an existing model anywhere in 

the country, the vision and creativity of the project was based on a reversal of traditional 

thinking. Features that specifically allowed total accessibility and usability by the disabled were 

integrated into a design which appeals to all park users. 

As a result, the park has attracted over 300,000 users since its opening in June 1995. 

Additionally, a reservation program was implemented in mid-1996, resulting in over 64,000 

additional users for special events. The park has provided employment for both disabled and 

underprivileged youth through the park attendant program with the Fresno Local Conservation 

Corps and the Association of Retarded Citizens maintenance program. The park has received 

local, state, and national recognition and is the recipient of the following awards: 



• 1995 California Parks and Recreation Society Awards Program 
"Park Planning" 

• American City and County Magazine 
Award of Merit 1995 

• Association of General Contractors of California 
Mauldin-Dorfmeier Construction, Inc. Finalist. 
"Contribution to the Community" Category 1995 

• California Parks and Recreation Society 
1995 "Facility Design Park Planning: Award of Excellence 
"Innovation Award" 

• California Park and Recreation Society District VII 
1996 Best Park Award 

• Fresno Mayor's Committee for Employment of People with Disabilities 
Employee of the Year - Donald Green Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District 

• Lead Project - 1999 All America City Award (Finalist) 

• Lead Project - 2000 All America City Award (Top 10 Winner) 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

1. What local issues did this project address? How has it affected the local community? 

Oso de Oro Lake Park addresses many local issues and needs with a single 10-acre site. The 

park provides stormwater control, groundwater recharge, and provides urban park space. The 

park serves the recreational needs of disabled children and their families. They have a sense 

of their "own place" and reap the benefits of mainstreaming and confidence building. The park 

also provides employment for its wheelchair bound park attendant, employment and training 

for underprivileged and minority youth through the Local Conservation Corps, and employment 

training for disabled maintenance workers through the Association of Retarded Citizens. The 

park is a source of civic pride for the local community, and a great deal of community bonding 

has been achieved through donations and volunteerism to build the park. This was most 

evident when an act of arson destroyed a play structure. The entire community immediately 

rallied to rebuild the structure. 

As the lead project in the successful bid for the 2000 All America City Award, the park has 

helped focus on Fresno's positive aspects, as well as the potential for attracting new business. 

The park has been embraced by its neighbors, and adjacent property owners have removed 

their fences to enjoy the park's beauty. 

2. Describe the underlying values of the project. What, if any, significant tradeoffs were 
required to implement the project? 

The underlying values of the project are to provide a facility of the highest quality that breaks 

the mold of traditional thinking about the disabled. The park highlights the value of the 

disabled community, the underprivileged and minorities, and bonding of the entire community. 

The park establishes a template, which can be replicated in other areas of the Fresno 

community and other areas of the country. In fact, plans are currently in progress to build a 

similar park in another area of Fresno, and the District has provided information to several 

other communities that have shown interest. There is also great value in providing a cost

effective multi-use facility that combines stormwater control, groundwater recharge and 

recreation to the community. The tradeoffs include the extra time and expense required to "do 

it right" and the extra maintenance required for a facility that exceeded the District's standard 

uses. 



3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community 
participation where appropriate. 

The development process began with the simple idea of turning excess property adjacent to an 

undeveloped stormwater ponding basin into a park with play equipment for disabled children. 

A community design committee was then formed. The committee was made up of children and 

adults with disabilities and groups that serve the disabled. After four years of design and 

planning, the project entered the construction phase. As the design phase progressed, a fund 

raising committee was formed consisting of District staff and members of the community 

representing different sectors such as business and construction. The design and construction 

of the park were joint efforts of District staff, citizen design and fund raising participation, 

professional design and engineering consultants, and local construction contractors. 

Volunteerism was also key in providing tree planting and construction of features such as the 

mining town. 

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square 
foot costs where applicable. 

Financing of the project came from several sources: 

• Usual cost to build a flood control facility $1,950,481 

(source - Taxes and Developer Fees) 

• State Grants $ 117,597* 

• Agency, service club and organization donations $ 258,644* 

• Individual giving $ 37 777* 

TOTAL $2,364,499 

• List is included in Supplemental Pages section. 



5. Is the project unique? If so, how is the model adaptable to other urban settings? 

The project is both unique and replicable. During the design phase, the design committee 

searched the United States for a similar project to emulate. None was found. The final design 

was the product of the collective creativity and vision of the District staff and citizen design 

team. The goal was to "do it right", which resulted in a park unlike any other. Each component 

was thoroughly examined to identify the obstacles that disabled children face in traditional 

parks, and designs and materials were selected to eliminate the obstacles. The park serves as 

a template for other park projects, one of which is underway in another area of Fresno. Sample 

features can be implemented with no additional expense (i.e. leaving out seats at tables to 

make room for wheelchairs, or lowering play structures to allow easier disabled access.) Other 

features may add expense. It is the builders' choice. 
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ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 
............. -...---•1>·•·""·-•--····...-·....~·-~-... ,-....._..__________~---------
PloDse answot questions iii sptieo provided. Applicants should feel tree to use photocopies of the 
application toftn$ if r'lccded. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly 
on tho forms. If tho forms are not used Md answers are typed on ti separnte page, each answer 
must be preceded by the question to which It responds, and the length of Ci!Ch answer snould be 
!imil()d to tho area provided. 

·rhis s11eet is to be riHod out by a design professional who worked as a consultant on the project, 
providing d0si1.n, planning, or other sorvices. Copies may be given to other design professionals if 
desired. 

Name: 1'ntllony C. Pings Title: Architect 
-Oi~iii.t<ltion:"AnthonyC. Pings &Associates Telephone: ""'(5"""5"""9"'"')2...22·9992 
-AcfdrP.ss: 164o·w:-shaw·Avo. .. ,. City/Stato/ZiD: Fresno, Galifornia 93711 .. 
·-Fax:-(559) 222.9993·--·"· E-mail: none 
----· ~---,...... __.,,, -■--• ···----. ·-·------ ---·· -----------

Tho undcrsifned g,an s U1. ner foondation permission to use, reproduce, ot make available for 
reprocluction or us ot rs, r any purposo whatso¢ver, the materials submitted. ltle applicant 
warrant!:> that the p ioa t s ull power and euthority to submit the application and all attached 
matcriillS ancr to il th ·g ts and permissions. 

1.. Describe tl1e cJasifn concept ofthls project, Including urban design considerations, choice of 
matcritJls, scale, etc. 

OGo ac Oro Park is a numioipcll project originaling out of a need for water ponding and flood control. 
The sito is in a wcrt e5tablishGd, residential neighborhood, and thri Fresno Flood Control District 
souf!hl to moot Lile needs of water containment within the framework of a noighborl'lood park. The 
l)rnjecl went ono step furlhor, howcvar, In that the park created was specifically designed for 
handicapped, mobility impaired iMiViduafs. Thus, a very functional need (water ponding} was met 
nnd exceeded in the orelltion of a hfghly unique and noighborhood-friendly recreational park. 

Tho matoriols utilized in the building ot the park include playground equipment and structures 
~pcclficr.illy rormatted for individu,;ils with Spiclal needs. ll)~re is an emphasis on texture to 
c1ccommodalc those Wilh visual impairments, and softspongeboard stJrfacing underlies and 
5Urro1md~ air of the pfaygroLJnd pieces, thereby reducing the chtince of serious injuty arising from a 
fall. The swings includo a varletY of styles Wh1¢h provide extra protection for those who are at risk of 
fallinf!, ond they ulso employ a variety of different mechanisms for operation, affording maximum 
independence for lho user. Pk1yground oquipr_nent wes chosen to provide the maximum degree or 
s::ifoty. Thero are arcru~ in tho park which draw upon Cslifomian historical themes. suon ss tne water 
tower from which arisas the attoam, anci 1.he Spanish-style mi~ion building which houses the 
rcitrooms. Atrail for the visually impaired allows hands-on activitie$, such as manipulation of large 
blocks Md falters in tiles. In other areas there aro speaker tubes which enable _children to spaak to 
ono ilf'IOthor across distances. And at the bottom of a hill, encircled by a imfe fence and a great deal 
of grassy areas for plqy, lies lhe ponding basrn itself, complete with ducks and other pond creatures 
for th~ enjoyment of pork visitors. 

https://AcfdrP.ss


ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design. 

The most important social functions of the design relate to the park's priority to successfully 
accommodate children (and adults) with special needs. The picnic tables and benches are designed 
to permit ready wheelchair access so that families can sit together easily. These covered areas are 
situated to afford in-sight supervision of children by parents or other caregivers, enhancing the 
children's feelings of independence while still allowing necessary supervision. There is only one 
entrance into the park, which adds a degree of security for parents whose children may tend to be 
impulsive or at risk for elopement. Sand and water tables are placed high enough to accommodate 
wheelchairs, permitting individuals confined to a wheelchair the opportunity to experience the water 
area of the park. There are activities and centers which are designed to maximize the experience of 
playing for all individuals, regardless of handicaps or abilities. And while the park is meant to meet 
first the needs of the special population, it readily attracts and meets the needs of able-bodied, non
challenged individuals as well. This is perhaps one of the only true settings in which the 
handicapped are considered first, with an eye on accommodating "typical" persons, something that 
unfortunately is the antithesis to the reality for most handicapped people as they navigate in 
buildings and other recreational settings designed with the typical population in mind. 

3. Describe the major challenges of designing this project and any design tradeoffs or compromises 
required to complete this project. 

4. Describe the way in which the project relates to its urban context. 

The project relates to its urban context by serving as an appealing, attractive open space set within a 
residential neighborhood. There is an obvious appreciation for nature in the design of the basin, and 
the park itself is of a visually engaging nature. The project satisfies the needs of the Flood Control 
District for water flow and containment, the needs of the neighborhood for a well-planned and 
unobtrusive entity in its midst, and the needs of both handicapped and non-challenged children and 
adults for recreation, sensitivity, and fun. 

5. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the project's design and architecture. 

In light of the uniqueness of this project, it is difficult to identify any drawbacks or weaknesses in its 
design. The strengths have been well documented and well received by the community. Perhaps 
the sole point of negativity lies in the fact that this is truly the only park of its kind in the Fresno area, 
designed specifically for those with special needs, and individuals desiring to visit it are obligated to 
drive long distances to reach it. It is our hope that other communities will recognize the value in its 
design concept and its humanizing impact on the constructed environment in which we live. 



COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If 
possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are 
typed on separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided. 

This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping 
the project respond to neighborhood issues. 

Name Janet E. Carpenter Title Recreation Therapist II 

Organizaton Valley Children's Hospital Telephone (559) 353-5247 

Address 9300 Valley Children's Place City/State/Zip Madera, CA 93638 

Fax (559) 353-6509 E.Mail JCarpenter@ValleyChildren's.org 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use 
by others, for any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full 
power to submit the application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

1. How did you, or the organization you represent become involved in this project? What role did you 
play? 

I was contacted by the Fresno Flood Control District by telephone and asked if I would like to be part 
of a committee they were developing to assist in the design of a park for persons with physical 
disabilities. They were looking for a group of individuals who had experience working with, and 
knowledge of the special needs of the physically challenged. The committee was involved in every 
aspect of the park development. We assisted in the selection of the architect firm, the design of the 
park, fund raising, community awareness meetings, and play structure selection. 

2. From the community's point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

With the exception of one small neighborhood, the entire community enjoyed the idea of this park. 
The unfortunate part was the neighborhood that wanted no part of this park happened to live directly 
next to the park location. It was a small group of home owners that did not want construction, noise, 

children, etc. in their backyards. They came to many meetings to make it known that they did not want 
any part of a park near their homes. 

3. What tradeoffs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your 
organization participate in making them. 

Public hearings were held to get input from the park neighbors. Through this process modifications 
were made in the overall park design until everybody was happy with a plan. The neighbors became 
involved with the park through donations, tree planting, and other special events. Many are very 
happy with the park and are glad it is in their backyard. 



4. Has this project made the community a better place to live or work? If so, how? 

When I became a member of the design team I had no idea what affect this park would have on me. 
Since the opening of the park I have utilized it many times with my patients at Valley Children's 
Hospital as well as my Winner's on Wheels Circle. It is their favorite place to go. Six years ago I 
became a parent of a child who had a spinal cord injury. It is a joy to see her able to enjoy the park 
with her able-bodied sister. So often she is left out at parks and does not want to go because there is 
nothing for her to do. She asks to go on a regular basis. This is the only park we have ever been to 
that is completely usable for our entire family. Not only is it great for children in wheelchairs, but it 
is also utilized by parents in wheelchairs as well. While at the park one day I met a wheelchair 
bound mother of a three year old. She was so excited to be able to interact with her child at this park. 
She stated that it was the first time she had ever been able to interact with her child on a play 
structure I have heard so many stories like this and I believe strongly that this unique park has made 
our community a much better place. 

5. What would you change about this project, or the process you went through? 

There is nothing I would change. Being a member of this design committee was one of the best 
experiences ofmy life. 



OTHER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application forms if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly 
on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer 
must be preceded_ by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be 
limited to the area provided. 

Name: Sloan Johnson Title: N/A 
Organization: N/A Telephone: (559) 222-9668 
Address: 620 E. Griffith Way City/State/Zip: Fresno CA 93704 
Fax: (559) 222-4414 E-mail: Blithekid@aol.com 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
reproduction or use by others, for any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant 
warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the application and all attached 
materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature~)OuA\ Qn{.J{)~ 
V 0 

1. What role did you play in the development of this project? 

As a member of the Board of Directors of F.M.F.C.D. I was able to realize an ambition, which was to 
build a playground for disabled children that not only provided_ access for, but interaction between, 
limited ability children and their more able siblings and friends. I proposed it to the Board as a 
project for our Basin "D" site because we had an excess of 3 acres over and above the recharge 
needs. I served as the Chairman of the Design Committee, as well as the Fund Raising Committee. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the neighborhood and the city. Include any data 
or supplementary materials that support your conclusions. 

The park has proved to be very popular in the community. Last May the park had reservations for 
parties totaling 2500 people. This doesn't include the unreserved parties and activities and 
everyday activity in the park. Oso de Oro draws people from across the city as well as from other 
communities. We realized the popularity of the park quite early on; when the park had been open 
only a few months, vandals poured gasoline and set fire to the large play structure, completely 
destroying it. The media, government and community at large mobilized to immediately fund and 
rebuild the park. Oso de Oro has won several state and national honors, the last being a project 
presented in Fresno's successful bid in the All American City award. 

mailto:Blithekid@aol.com


OTHER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

3. What tradeoffs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you 
participate in making them? 

The one immutable concept for the design was "Interaction". We were not going to compromise for 
only access, or a park that did not allow all children to meaningfully play together. When we first 
started, we blithely assumed that it would be a simple matter of finding a park we liked and copying 
the features we liked. We were not able to find another park that fit our criteria, and so it took us a 
lot longer to design and build the park than we would have liked. 

Many of the "tradeoffs" we encountered were positive ones. Our contractors, (building, cement, 
landscape) added extras to the park in terms of design and creativity without added costs. 

4. What are the most and least successful aspects of the project? 

I am most proud of the fact that from the very beginning, we approached the disabled community 
'and worked with them on their needs, desires, and "blue sky" wishes before we put one stroke to the 
blue prints. From this community of professionals we drafted the Design Committee. I was so proud 
when they won a State Volunteers of the Year award. 

,., I think that the most successful aspect of the park is the variety of use. It is used as a neighborhood, 
regional, educational, and occupational therapy facility. I personally like the use of space, and the 
functionality of the park. One of the things I would change if I had it to do over (and I do since we are 
currently designing another park) is the stream, I think it is a bit overbuilt and needs to be little 
friendlier. I would add more off-street parking and I would add more seating under shade (however, 
the trees are offering more canopy every year). The new park will have designated birthday party 
courtyards and an amphitheater to accommodate families and schools. 
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE 
----·--··-·---

Pleaso unswcr aueslions in space provided. Applicants should fool free to use photocopies of the 
apfllfcation forms if needed. If r:,ossibl~, answers lO all questions should be typed or written directly 
on the rorms. tr the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answ£ir 
mu~t be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the Jongth of each answer should be 
limited Lo the arc.:i provided. 

Tl'te undorsif;ned grants 'the Bruner Foundation permission to use, ,eproduce, or make available for 
reproduclion or u~ by others, for ~ny purpose wharsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant 
wartntlts ll'l.?.t the applicant has full powC?t nd ~uthority to submit the application and all attacheCl 
niotarltlls and to grnnl th ., rights and p r ission_s. . - n ·" 

-~ii'!.c:i.~1ro '-.-.1,,,C....,,t..1-.fi...C=:-.,._.,__--= cJ1.t)'-, ________ _ 

1. What role did you play In the development ofthls projeot? 

'fhe City or Fr~no Ms worked c1osoly with the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District (Oistriel) for 
rhe prist 35 Yt)Elrs to provide recreation open space accessible to all residents within the urbanizea 
~re~. In oddition to the 16 fully improved basins In the Fresno area, which are manaeed by the 
District c1nd oJ'l;,n for recreation use during tho spring and summer, the City through its Department 
of P~rl<s, Recrcntion and Community Services (Parks) manages five basins Which are c1lso available 
for recreation ~,sc. Wheo Oso de Oro was in th!l conceptual design stages, a representative or the 
Park,; Depmrlrncnt Wa$ a member of tho design review committee and the Department committed to 
~uist th<!! District with on-going malnteMnce upon openil'lg of the facility. This commitmont and 
u~iste1nce continue today. 

2. Oescribc the impact that this project has had on the neighborhood and the city. Include any data 
or supplemantary materials that support your conclusions, 

Because of the comprehensive approach tokon by the District in planning for Oso de Oro, which 
includt1d i:r,oclin~~ with the park Ddvisory committee and representatives from tho adjacent 
T1CiP.l1horhood, the park continues to receive f~vorabfe neighborhood support after almost six ye:irs 
CJ( 01,,m,t!cn. In tornis of USi>~o. Oso de Oro has impacted the entire reeion with visitors coming<rom 
lhroughout lho motropolitan area. ihis is especially true for physleally challenged people who travel 
from outlying rural towns to enjoy the variqty and challenging recreational amenities offered Elt the 
nark. i·tto true .success of Oso de Oro cc:111 be measured by the Districfs plc1ns to construct similar 
parks in i:dl four quadrants of the City. 

N□u-2e-200e 13: 29 SS9 456 3194 P.02 
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

-·-----
3. Wtuit tr~deoff:; t1nd compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you 
plrticipate In m::iki11g them? 

Conljtruotlnga park In an already urbanited area can be problematic, but as mentioned above, the 
District sucees.,fully Involved residents rrom the adjacent neighborhoods in the par1< design process. 
This itwolvement continues today In order to maintain good neighbor relationships. Park 
develoi,mont standards gcmarony require on-site parking, but because of basin water capacily 
requirernonls and the required space to design a first class facility, visitor parking was designed as 
an off.site improvement. This modified parking stQndard for Oso de Oro is worKing as Judged by the 
obsr:nca of comµlaints from either park users or the surrounding neighborhood. 

4. Wh..,t ere the most ;ind least successful aspects or the projeot? 

1he least si.1ccossful aspect of Oso de Oro is not ha'ling the resources available today to duplicate 
this unique recreational facility in .:ill four quadrants or our community. The Parks Department has 
received only co,npliments about this park, followed usually by "Are ycu planning to construct 
cmothor park in my neighborhood Tikc this one?" Toe suceeSSf1.1I aspect of Oso de Oro is the 
stmidord or exeellenco it ht,s established for oll policy makers and park planning professionals to 
~-,rive to achieve on~ ~mall or large scale in the development of open space play areas which 
(lrovl,fo ruu acccJSs to all usors. This haG particularly been noticed by local, state and national 
org11nfrl:ltlons which hi:1v0 givon the District awards of excellence for oso de Oro• 

-- ---- ·--~. ·-·. 
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application forms if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly 
on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer 
must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be 
limited to the area provided. 

Name: LeRoy Milavich Title: Management Analyst Ill 
Organization: City of Fresno, Parks and Recreation Telephone: (559) 498-4919 
Address: 2326 Fresno Street, Room 101 City/State/Zip: Fresno CA 93721-1824 
Fax: (559) 498-1588 E-mail: LEROYVM@ci.fresno.ca.gov 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
reproduction or use by others, for any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant 
warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the application and all attached 
materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature 

1. What role did you play in the development of this project? 

The City of Fresno has worked closely with the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District (District) for 
the past 35 years to provide recreation open space accessible to all residents within the urbanized 
area. In addition to the 16 fully improved basins in the Fresno area, which are managed by the 
District and open for recreation use during the spring and summer, the City through its Department 
of Parks, Recreation and Community Services (Parks) manages five basins which are also available 
for recreation use. When Oso de Oro was in the conceptual design stages, a representative of the 
Parks Department was a member of the design review committee and the Department committed to 
assist the District with on-going maintenance upon opening of the facility. This commitment and 
assistance continue today. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the neighborhood and the city. Include any data 
or supplementary materials that support your conclusions. 

Because of the comprehensive approach taken by the District in planning for Oso de Oro, which 
included meetings with the park advisory committee and representatives from the adjacent 
neighborhood, the park continues to receive favorable neighborhood support after almost six years 
of operation. In terms of usage, Oso de Oro has impacted the entire region with visitors coming from 
throughout the metropolitan area. This is especially true for physically challenged people who travel 
from outlying rural towns to enjoy the variety and challenging recreational amenities offered at the 
park. The true success of Oso de Oro can be measured by the District's plans to construct similar 
parks in all four quadrants of the City. 



0TH ER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

3. What tradeoffs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you 
participate in making them? 

Constructing a park in an already urbanized area can be problematic, but as mentioned above, the 
District successfully involved residents from the adjacent neighborhoods in the park design process. 
This involvement continues today in order to maintain good neighbor relationships. Park 
development standards generally require on-site parking, but because of basin water capacity 
requirements and the required space to design a first class facility, visitor parking was designed as 
an off-site improvement. This modified parking standard for Oso de Oro is working as judged by the 
absence of complaints from either park users or the surrounding neighborhood. 

4. What are the most and least successful aspects of the project? 

The least successful aspect of Oso de Oro is not having the resources available today to duplicate 
this unique recreational facility in all four quadrants of our community. The Parks Department has 
received only compliments about this park, followed usually by "Are you planning to construct 
another park in my neighborhood like this one?" The successful aspect of Oso de Oro is the 
standard of excellence it has established for all policy makers and park planning professionals to 
strive to achieve on a small or large scale in the development of open space play areas which 
provide full access to all users. This has particularly been noticed by local, state and national 
organizations which have given the District awards of excellence for Oso de Oro. 
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OTHE :R PERSPECTIVE 
--· ··-·--··--------······ 

Plc.lse i nswer Questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use? photocopies of the 
appliccit on forms if nct1ded. n possible. answers to all questions shQYkJ be typed or wntten directly 
\)0 the f, ,rms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a sepa~te page, each answ~, 
musl be precoded by lhc question to which It responds, and tl'le length or each answer should be 
limilcd 1) the area provided. 

The und ~,signed grants the Bruner Foundatioh penTJission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
tcprQdu, tion or t•so by other$, for Any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant 
.,vo,ran1:t that the applicant has full power and .:iuthority to submit the appllcalian and all attached 
mot.oriri°f; 311~1 to grant these rights and permissions. 

1Sign•t~; :._..:s:.::3-.....,.__;,_ ~--·----,---------
j_, Wha1: ·ote did you play tn the development of Lhis project? 

/V; a locc I bltSincs~ owner and u property owner, I have a direct interest in both my own 
nclghbc11 '1ootJ ond the future of Fresno. At the time Oso de Oro was boing planned none of tl'le 
noichbc11 $ in the <'.lrca knew exactly what the Flood Control District was proposing for our 
ncit\hbo1 hood, amJ naturc.1lly there was some reluctance on the part of the surrounding property 
owners t , slf.n on to support the project. 

l\llhQtiet:. I was not involved in the development or this project, and have lived next door to the par!< 
tince H) )7, I bclil!Ve I have re~pad the bencrIts of lhe high level of neighborhood involvement in the 
r,1annine process. I ree1.1r~rly comn,unioate with the Oistrict on any matters arising that I belicvo 
roquire c Llcntion. 

2. Oesr.ri ,e thO impact that this project has had on the neighborhood and the city. Include any data 
or Wf)PIE rnentary rnateriafS that support your conclusions. 

My fd1t)1i: · and I truly enjoy 11nving Oso de Oro Park acijacent to our home. It adds something special 
to tho an :a for us and fot our neiehbors, and we view it as an e~erision of our bacl(yards. The park 
is a sour, :c of pride for us and lhe other properties owners surrounding the ~rk. Havint Oso d~ Oro 
in our a,, ·il ha$ had a POSillve in1pact not only csthotieally, but It also provides a groat place for kids 
of tlll abh :ties and their fsmilies to enjoy beautiful, open space. My family and I parlieularty enjoy 
living so • :lose to the several types or mii;:r.itory birds thDt visit and live at the park's lake. 

Tho cro.r m11 or oso do Oro Lake Park hos created a nl!lw feeling in our communfty. I see the bus 
lt.,1ads of I .ids t0mine i11 -son,q ot tnem In wheelchairs. I felt the excitement sur,o~ndingthc All
Ao1cricr. Jnrty In tile Patk in Miy of 1999, and I sea the steady stream of families ·coming to enjoy 
tha Pilrl'.. Seeing the park evory day as I do has only confirm~d my feelir,e that this park Is like 
nolhing clio in town. 
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3. Wh,a ·trc'ldcoffs and compromises wcro required during the development of the pn;,ject? Did you 
particir. ate In making them? 

Throu11;, convcrsatiOl'l:l with my neighbors, I learned that there were community meetings held by the 
rlood C:>ntrof District at our neighborhood church to talk witl'l tM future park's surrounding 
neithb1 I'$, They wanted to l'lear an~ concerns ttie neighbors had about having a park built nenr their 
homes. They were concerned aboul possible impacts on our neighborhood, SYch as noise. lights, 
trarfic, • '.:1ndr1llsm, clc. l'he people at the Flooa Control District we,, very willing to listen to concerns 
;"Ind mil i,:!.ate any po:;siblo impacts on the neighbors· quality or life. 

I'S il tu, 1s out, conslruction of the p.,rk in our residential area posed no problems for any of us, and 
in frict t Ds enhanced our neighborholXJ considerably.;}.,<• . ,, 

4. Wh:,1 are the most and least suceessful NPects of the project? 

OSio d1; >ro lake Pnrk attracts visitors from all over the city and gives them with a place to pfay 11nlike 
r,riy olh• ,r. Kids wilh r1 wide variety of<lisabilities CM all play together with able-bodied children and 
enjoy ;,l aspects or the park. I c~n·t think of any negative aspects of this park. Prior to making the 
dcci~ic•r to buy my current nome. its closeness to the park was a consideration. In the three y~;ns 
since I l ought my homo next door to the park. I have watch~ the park's landscape grow and mature 
and co,, ,,ider Oso de Oro a wonderful asset to my neigtiborl'lood. 



OTHER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the 
application forms if needed. If possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly 
on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each answer 
must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be 
limited to the area provided. 

Name: Jim Ashjian Title: n/a 
Organization: n/a Telephone: (559) 449-1999, bus.; 431-7127 home 
Address: 5560 N. Forkner City/State/Zip: Fresno, California 93711 
Fax: (559) 449-9602 or (559) 431-7131 E-mail: none 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
reproduction or use by others, for any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant 
warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the application and all attached 
materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature 

1. What role did you play in the development of this project? 

As a local business owner and a property owner, I have a direct interest in both my own 
neighborhood and the future of Fresno. At the time Oso de Oro was being planned none of the 
neighbors in the area knew exactly what the Flood Control District was proposing for our 
neighborhood, and naturally there was some reluctance on the part of the surrounding property 
owners to sign on to support the project. 

Although I was not involved in the development of this project, and have lived next door to the park 
since 1997, I believe I have reaped the benefits of the high level of neighborhood involvement in the 
planning process. I regularly communicate with the District on any matters arising that I believe 
require attention. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the neighborhood and the city. Include any data 
or supplementary materials that support your conclusions. 

My family and I truly enjoy having Oso de Oro Park adjacent to our home. It adds something special 
to the area for us and for our neighbors, and we view it as an extension of our backyards. The park 
is a source of pride for us and the other property owners surrounding the park. Having Oso de Oro in 
our area has had a positive impact not only esthetically, but it also provides a great place for kids of 
all abilities and their families to enjoy beautiful, open space. My family and I particularly enjoy living 
so close to the several types of migratory birds that visit and live at the park's lake. 

The creation of Oso de Oro Lake Park has created a new feeling in our community. I see the bus 
loads of kids coming in - some of them in wheelchairs, I felt the excitement surrounding the All
America Party in the Park in May of 1999, and I see the steady stream of families coming to enjoy 
the park. Seeing the park every day as I do has only confirmed my feeling that this park is like 
nothing else in town. 



OTHER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

3. What tradeoffs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you 
participate in making them? 

Through conversations with my neighbors, I learned that there were community meetings held by the 
Flood Control District at our neighborhood church to talk with the future park's surrounding 
neighbors. They wanted to hear any concerns the neighbors had about having a park built near their 
homes. They were concerned about possible impacts on our neighborhood, such as noise, lights, 
traffic, vandalism, etc. The people at the Flood Control District were very willing to listen to concerns 
and mitigate any possible impacts on the neighbors' quality of life. 

As it turns out, construction of the park in our residential area posed no problems for any of us, and 
in fact has enhanced our neighborhood considerably. 

4. What are the most and least successful aspects of the project? 

Oso de Oro Lake Park attracts visitors from all over the city and gives them with a place to play unlike 
any other. Kids with a wide variety of disabilities can all play together with able-bodied children and 
enjoy all aspects of the park. I can't think of any negative aspects of this park. Prior to making the 
decision to buy my current home, its closeness to the park was a consideration. In the three years 
since I bought my home next door to the park, I have watched the park's landscape grow and mature 
and consider Oso de Oro a wonderful asset to my neighborhood. 
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Tho undersigned gr.ants rho Brunr.r Found:itlon pcnnisslon to use, repmduce, or make, avail;iblo ror rqir0duaion or use by others. ror any 
purpose wh;1rsottver, !he rn.aterh:il, submitted. 1'he appliocari? warrant! th;it die iiippllcant has fl.Ill power and a11thoriLy to submit lh~ 
npplication c1"cl all attached m;itcrialt. and !0 grant lhese ri~htS and p1:tmlssion:1. 

~naMQ ~d~ /~~=-----;-.----------------------------

1. Wh,:,l role ~id you play in the devel0pmant of this pr!Jject~ 
' 

Bob Gray, friend and our oldest son's adaptive P.E. teacher at Ginsburg Schooi 
asked me to be part ofthe Oso de Oro Parle planning and fundraising committee. We 
helped design the bathrooms and invited a contractor friend to be part ofthe project. He 
donated materials and buih the western town section at the park. 

Invitmg people w. the conununi:ty to be part ofthis tremendous worthwhile 
project for all kids was a pleasure, Spreading the news for donation opportunities to area 
friends introduced them t.o the aspects ofhandicapped availability in our city and gave 
them the choice to be part ofthis wonderful adventure. 

2, Describe rt,o irnp~c:t th.JI ~his project has h,;1d on the i,2ighbort1ood 11nd the city. Include any dara or ~upplcmenta,y materials that 
fll.lpport your conc:lusfons, 

The itnpact ofthe Oso de Oro Park and the mriqueness of its focus for all kids, has 
touched and supported a tremendous number of families in the Fresno area. The park is 
constantly used and enjoyed fbr play, games, birthday parties and the educational aspects 
it provides with the California history t:beme. Toe awareness has multiplied in this 
community ofhonoring disabled students and their families by building this park. Oso de 
Oro is not only handicapped accessible but also "playable" for all children and families. 
The play areas emble the children and fumilies to enjoy slides, swings, water wading area 
and much more There is a basketball court that was built with a berm surrounding ft so 
that the basketball does not stray too filr. These details honor the diversification ofall 
people's abilities. 

Our nunily enjoys the park frequently and have always enjoyed the company of 
many other children and families. It is a greatly enjoyed park. 
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OTHER PERSPECTfVE (CONT'D) 

•
l.Wfio1t tr;idt.'l.)ffs and compromise-s were reiquired durl,rs the dr:vclopmcnt of the project? Did you p;irticipiltc In maki"S them? 

The main focus ofthe park was t.o not oDly enatle children and all family 
members to be able to have access to the equipment, but that once the child gets to the 
equipment be/she can actually enjoy the opportunity ofdoing somethlng as all playing 
children, independently. 

The two play equipment areas, toddler and.junior/adolescent play structures, are 
extremely inviting with their many gadgets and choices for a child's play. The areas are 
accessible to all children, meaning every child can get mthe areas, but wheelchair-bound 
children can travel through everything provided and play inside only the 
junior/adolescent area. The inside ofthe toddler area can be used by children who are 
carried by their parents, ifthey are UDable to walk. The yoUDger children could be more 
independent ifthis area was built with small ramps. 

• 4. Whl'l.t are rhe rnQsr anJ IG..ut succc,sful ai;pcc.rs cf the, proJed? 

I 
' 

The least successful aspect·ofthe project is the toddler play structure area because 
ofthe lack oframps for wheelchair or walker availability and use. 

Another suggested change would be the addition ofa unisex bathroom, so that 
either parent may help a child in the restroom The bathrooms available at Oso de Oro 
Park are very well•eq_uipped with changing tables and handicapped stalls, but 1or 2 
Wlisex batbroo~ would serve :fiunily care needs, as well as safety :needs. 

The most successful aspect ofthe project is the cnrorounity awareness that bas 
greatly risen honoring disabled people and their families. The junior/adolescent area 
tragically burned t.o the ground several years ago and the public outcry was phenomenal 
The media reported effectively and a new campaign began to rebuild the area. It is just as 
beautifully engineered as previously and a .favorite at the park . 

• I 

'. 
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FRESNO METROPOLITAN FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT printed: 27-Nov-00 

OSO de ORO LAKE PARK 
LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS 

GRANIS 
05/28/1993 State of CA - Dept. of Parks & Recreation $ 30,988.00 <= Roberti-Z'Berg Grant 
03/03/1995 State of CA - Dept. of Parks & Recreation $ 44,100.00 <= 90% of$49,000 
10/06/1995 State of CA - Dept. of Parks & Recreation · $ 4,900.00 <= 10% of$49,000 
10/06/1995 State of CA - Federal Trust Fund $ 34,165.49 
10/13/1995 State of CA - Wildlife $ 3,444.00 

Total Grants: $ 117,597.49 

CONIRIBJJIIONS 
10/25/1991 Training Center $ 380.50 04/29/1994 Paul H. Varney $ ·25.oo 

Ol/31/1992 FMFCD Board of Directors $ 770.00 04/29/1994 Jerry H. Mann $ 25.00 
04/16/1993 Soroptomist International $ 1,300.00 05/06/1994 Baker, Manock & Jensen $ 13.00 
09/03/1993 Wakefield & Hopper, Inc. $ 1,000.00 05/06/1994 Orman Communications $ 945.00 

..-y09/17/1993 Friertds i:,f GJ.ynn Bryant $ 100.00 05/06/1994 Claude Laval, III $ 100.00 
J~:.:.' _( . ·,, 

10/08/1993 . Baker, M'anock & Jensen $ 822.00 05/06/1994 Edward W. Dom $ 20.00 
10/25/1993 Rotary Club of Fresno $ 6,509.00 05/06/1994 . Elizabeth T. Mitchell $ 50.00 
l l/05/1993 Baker, Manock & Jensen $ 646.50 05/06/1994 Robert E. Clay $ 100.00 
11/19/1993 Orman Communications $ 270.00 05/06/1994 Catherine E. Barabe $ 25.00 
Ol/07/1994 Baker, Manock & Jensen $ 712.50 05/06/1994 John J. Schuster $ 100.00 
03/04/1994 Baker, Manock & Jensen $ 1,362.50 05/06/1994 Celsa L. Shewan $ 100.00 
03/11/1994 James B. Fisher $ 25.00 05/06/1994 Consolidated Land Company $ 100.00 
03/11/1994 Rodger B. Jensen $ 500.00 05/06/1994 Howard K. Watkins $ 100.00 
04/04/1994 Baker, Manock & Jensen $ 475.50 05/06/1994 Gary D. Hoff $ 25.00 
04/08/1994 Kathryn S. Jimenez $ 100.00 05/06/1994 Raymond Angelillo $ 100.00 
04/08/1994 Philip C. Decker $ 100.00 05/06/1994 Bernard E. Kreft $ 100.00 
04/15/1994 Orville E. Sumner $ 100.00 05/06/1994 Earl P. Knoblock $ 100.00-
04/22/1994 Hydro Conduit $ 150.00 05/06/1994 Joan Krausgrill $ 250.00 
04/22/1994 Bruce & Lisa Allbright $ 100.00 05/06/1994 Vera M. Hughes $ 100.00 
04/22/1994 Richard & Elaine Asami $ 100.00 05/06/1994 Sharon Levy $ 100.00 
04/22/1994 Virginia H. Harris $ 100.00 05/06/J-994 Dale B. Lakin $ 100.00 
04/22/1994 L. R. & Margaret Illingworth $ 50.00 05/06/1994 Doris E. Simonian $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 Lester J. Roth $ 100.00 05/13/1994 William S. Davidson $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 James Provost $ 500.00 05/13/1994 Robert C. Herron $ 200.00 
04/2Wl994 Kenneth H. Root $ 10.00 05/i3/l994 DavidMerzel $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 Mardella Hughes $ 100.00 05/13/1994 Ernest B . White $ 10.00 
04/29/1994 Lynn Storey $ 50.00 05/13/1994 William T. Golden $ 25.00 
04/29/1994 David R. Pepper, MD $ 50.00 05/13/1994 Mrs. Harold V. Thompson $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 R. C. Hitchcock $ 100.00 05/13/1994 Rick E. Jensen $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 R. C. Hitchcock $ 100.00 05/13/1994 Wanda Grayson $ 20.00 
04/29/1994 Ed Daniels $ 100.00 05/13/1994 Daniel M. Cunningham $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 David Paul Gromis $ 500.00 05/13/1994 Robert A. Kinsey, MD $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 Consolidated Property Masters $ 100.00 05/13/1994 William J. Robertson $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 Dave Timson $ 15.00 05/20/1994 Frank T. Ramirez $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 Peter Buttweiler $ 10.00 05/20/1994 Stubblefield Insurance $ 200.00 
04/29/1994 T. N. Russell $ 100.00 05/20/1994 Dale A. de Goede $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 William H. Detwiler, TTEE $ 25.00 05/20/1994 Robert E. Ward $ 50.00 
04/29/1994 Keal F. Westphal $ 25.00 · 05/20/1994 G. Bryan Pinion $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 Amy Pope $ 15.00 05/20/1994 M. L. "Maury" Leahy $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 Kathleen H. Matoian $ 100.00 05/20/1994 Mike Emerzian $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 · Leonard B. Kirkorian $ 100.00 05/27/1994 Kathleen Sutherland $ 100.00 
04/29/1994 Adam Birek $ 500.00 05/27/1994 Gregory T. Loosigian $ 100.00 
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LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS 

CQNIBIBllilQNS (i.:ootioui:d) 
08/19/1994 Charles Sant'Agata $ 100.00

05/27/1994 Michael Garabedian $ 100.00 
08/19/1994 Dan Kevorkian $ 100.00

05/27/1994 Hugh Polson $ 100.00 
$ 100.00 08/19/1994 Richard L. Moors, MD $ 100.00

05/27/1994 Harry Lev 
$ 25.00 08/19/1994 Irene Kevorkian $ 500.00

05/27/1994 Sid Cox 
$ 100.00 08/19/1994 Commonwealth Land Title, Ins. $ 500.00

05/27/1994 B. W. Mitchell 
$ 100.00 08/19/1994 Viking Office Products $ 100.00

05/27/1994 Mary E. Lee 
$ 100.00 09/02/1994 Elmer Hof, MD $ 250.00

06/06/1994 Jim Markarian 
$ 150.00 09/09/1994 Landon Investment Company $ 1,000.00

06/06/1994 Better Pest Control, Inc. 
$ 500.00$ 100.00 09/09/1994 Jerry Newmark06/06/1994 Richard Alan Porter 

$ 100.00 09/16/1994 John L. B. Smith $ 100.00
06/06/1994 Frederick A. Richburg, MD 

$ 100.00 09/16/1994 Jamie Crocket Wang $ 100.00
06/06/1994 Howell E. Wiggins, Jr., MD 

09/23/1994 Valley Children's Hospitar $ 5,000.00
06/06/1994 Fresno Oral Surgery Group $ 500.00 

$ 100.00 09/23/1994 Fidelity National Title Ins. Co. $ 500.00
06/10/1994 Sylvia R. Armstrong 

$ 100.00 09/23/1994 Anthony C. Pings, AIA ·• $ 150.00
06/10/1994 DeBenqetto Ag 

,:,.:, 
09/23/1994 Stewart Title ofFresno County $ 500.00

06/10/1994 Robert S.·Crosslan $ 50.00 
$ 100.00 09/23/1994 Richard R. Bonner $ 100.00

06/10/1994 Horst D. Weinberg, MD 
$ 100.00 09/23/1994 Mario L. Beltramo, Jr. $ 30.00

06/10/1994 Tom Houck 
$ 500.00 09/23/1994 Irby W. Iness $ 25.00

06/17/1994 Robert L. Eaton 
$ 100.00 09/23/1994 Miriam A. Escalle $ 50.00

06/17/1994 Gordon M. Park 
$ 100.00 09/23/1994 Mun C. Takeda $ 100.00

06/17/1994 Stewart D. Randall 
$ 20.00 09/23/1994 Kenneth D. Krone, MD $ 100.00

06/17/1994 W. L. Olson 
$ 100.00 09/23/1994 Robert Johnson $ 100.00

06/17/1994 Douglas C. Larsen 
500.00 09/23/1994 William G. Grabe, DDS $ 100.00

06/24/1994 BSK & Associates $ 

$ 250.00 09/23/1994 John Rosetta Enterprises $ 100.00
06/24/1994 Bernice Minnis 

$ 250.00 09/23/1994 J. William McGuinness $ 100.00
06/24/1994 Rick or Leila Minnis 

- $ 500.00 09/23/1994 Charles B. Bonner $ 100.00
06/24/1994 James L. Minnis 

$ 100.00 09/23/1994 Paul & Rosemarie DeCicco $ 100.00
06/24/1994 Thomas H. Thaxter, MD 

$ 150.00 10/03/1994 Hiram P. DeWitt $ 100.00
06/24/1994 Kenneth L. Jue, MD 

10/07/1994 Fansler Foundation $ 50,000.00
06/24/1994 Patricia B. Libby $ 10.00 

$ 10.00 10/14/1994 Christopher Cammack $ 25.00
06/24/1994 Robert J. Knebel 

$ 100.00 10/14/1994 Judy Ganulin $ 10.00
06/24/1994 Frederick J. Kruger, MD 

10/21/1994 Fresno Unified School District $ 10,000.00
06/30/1994 Baker, Manock & Jensen $ 39.00 

$ 500.00 10/21/1994 Jonathan & Charlene Chessum $ 200.00
07/08/1994 Central Title Company 

$ 500.00 10/21/1994 Jonathan & Charlene Chessum $ 500.00
07/08/1994 Chicago Title Company 

500.00 10/21/1994 Baker, Peterson & Franklin $ 500.00
07/08/1994 First American Title Ins. Co. $ 

$ 300.00 10/21/1994 Louis R. Ginise $ 100.00
07/08/1994 Kenneth E. Young, Trustee 

Pedro Ilic $ 100.00
07/15/1994 William J. Noble $ 100.00 10/21/1994 

100.00 10/21/1994 Frank N. Stepovich $ 100.00
07/15/1994 John A. Robertson $ 

$ 100.00 10/21/1994 Harry & Ellie Gaykian $ 100.00
07/15/1994 Walter H. Byerly, MD 

$ 100.00 10/21/1994 Helen Brady $ 100.00
07/15/1994 Sahag Egoian ' 

$ 
7 

100.00 10/21/1994 Richard D. Berrett $ 100.00
07/15/1994 Conway K. W. Woo, DDS 

10/21/1994 Spalding & Della Wathen $ 100.00
07/25/1994 Jim J. Repape $ 100.00 

J. S. & M. E. Meyers $ 100.00
07/25/1994 David A. Johnson $ 200.00 10/21/1994 

100.00 10/21/1994 St. Josephs Counseling Center $ 100.0007/25/1994 Rosemary Dawson $ 

$ 100.00 10/21/1994 Susan Tatham $ 100.0007/29/1994 Karen Anahid Yrulegui 
$ 500.00 10/21/1994 Doreen Y. Alstrom $ 100.0007/29/1994 ReidGromis 
$ 200.00 10/21/1994 DeWayne Zinkin $ 50.0008/05/1994 Kevin A. Johnson 

10/21/1994 Wells Fargo Security Division $ 50,000.0008/05/1994 Chicago Title Company $ 500.00 
100.00 10/21/1994 Frank J. Sanders Sales/Leasing $ 100.0008/05/1994 Mary Ann Quann, MD $ 

$ 100.00 10/21/1994 Orman Communications $ 100.0008/05/1994 Mark D. Miller 

08/12/1994 William Bopp $ 100.00 10/28/1994 George Marcus $ 100.00 
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$ 90.00 05/26/1995 Jerry R. Isler $ 100.00

l l/04/1994 Baker, Manock & Jensen 
1,000.00 05/31/1995 Abbey Party Sales $ 819.23

11/04/1994 Junior League of Fresno, Inc. $ 

$ 500.00 05/31/1995 Clovis Gunite $ 500.00
11/04/1994 Valley Produce 

$ 1,000.00 05/31/1995 General Crane $ 1,200.00
11/18/1994 William Richard Lee 

$ 100.00 05/31/1995 Floyd Johnston $ 372.00
11/18/1994 Robert G. Carter 

$ 10.00 05/31/1995 Mauldin-Dorfmeier Construction $ 3,200.00
11/18/1994 Sally A. Lauritzen 

$ 500.00 05/31/1995 Sunset Landscapes $ 1,000.00
11/18/1994 Fresno Dodge/Fresno Lexus 

05/31/1995 Hydro Conduit $ 941.36
11/18/1994 Stephen A. Kalemkarian, Inc. $ 100.00 

$ 100.00 06/02/1995 Clovis Gunite & Materials, Inc. $ 500.00
11/18/1994 Daniel K. Whitehurst 

$ 100.00 06/02/1995 Truman R. Hanshaw, MD $ 100.00
11/18/1994 James Gibbs 

100.00100.00 06/16/1995 Gregory T. Merrill $
11/18/1994 Ann Matoian, TTEE $ 

25.00 06/16/1995 Florence J. Sanchez $ 500.00
11/23/1994 Donald V. Upton $ 

$ 20.00 06/23/1995 Rabe Engineering, Inc. $ 100.00
11/23/1994 Mark E. Moore 

$ 25.00 07/07/1995 Kaiser Permanente $ 2,000.00
11/23/1994 Patricia Moreno 

,-~ 

~:':-·/ ; 

07/07/1995 Leonard B. Kirkorian $ 100.00
11/23/1994 Mary Mallory $ 50.00 

50.00 08/04/1995 San Joaquin Valley Doll Club $ 500.00
11/23/1994 Verna Perry $ 

$ 20.00 08/14/1995 Bob Notley $ 25.00
11/23/1994 Daniel E. Schara 

$ 25.00 09/01/1995 Baker, Manock & Jensen $ 295.00
11/23/1994 Cullene Scott 

$ 50.00 09/01/1995 Lyman C. Peck $ 50.00
11/23/1994 Jerald Butchert 

$ 40.00 09/15/1995 Fresno High Class of 1975 $ 200.00
11/23/1994 James C. Chau 

$ 15.00 10/20/1995 William S. Nauman $ 100.00
11/23/1994 Susan K. Redlin 

11/09/1995 Reginald Crocket Mohun $ 100.00
11/23/1994 Cynthia Baladjanian $ 5.00 

$ 25.00 11/09/1995 Eldon D. Marks $ 100.00
11/23/1994 Severo L. Capuchino 

$ 10.00 11/09/1995 Mirth M. Lundal $ 75.00
l l/23/1994 Ruby A. Gonzales 

$ 25.00 l l/09/1995 Jerry Radinoff $ 25.00
11/23/1994 Byron C. Steinert 

$ 25.00 11/09/1995 Cathleen Carter Burden $ 50.00 
-- 11/23/1994 Kenneth J. Swanson 

$ 90.00 11/09/1995 TomW. Houck $ 100.00
l l/23/1994 Donald V. Upton 

$ 1,000.00 11/09/1995 D.M. Winton $ 100.00
11/23/1994 Clovis Rotary Club 

11/09/1995 Patricia Hicks $ 100.00
12/02/1994 Abbey Transportation System $ 500.00 

$ 250.00 11/09/1995 Earl Giles, Jr. $ 5.00
12/09/1994 Steam Cleaners, Inc. 

$ 10.00$ 100.00 11/09/1995 Beverley J. Collins12/09/1994 Pauline W. Jones 
11/17/1995 Elisabeth S. Dillon $ 10.00

01/06/1995 James F. Kemp $ 100.00 
$ 20.00 11/17/1995 T. H. O'Donnell $ 100.00

01/13/1995 Alan E. Amend 
$ 5,000.00 11/17/1995 Donnie Polman $ 2.00

01/13/1995 Community Hospitals of Central CA 
100.00 11/17/1995 D. J. Polman $ 10.00

01/27/1995 Mark & Janet Cameron $ 

$ 100.00 ll/17/1995 Victor Pellegrino $ 25.00
03/03/1995 Leo L. Krikorian 

$ 100.00 11/17/1995 Jose Ferrer $ 25.00
03/17/1995 Roy D. Spina, Jr. 

03/31/1995 Dr. William Podolsky $ 100.00 11/17/1995 Betty J. Breunig $ 25.00 

$ 100.00 11/17/1995 James H. Christiansen $ 50.00
03/31/1995 Kay S. Martin 

11/17/1995 Dean Shattuck $ 50.00
04/17/1995 Fig Garden Rotary Foundation $ 

'f 
, 8,700.00 

$ 10.00 11/17/1995 Jennifer W. Williamson $ 25.00
04/21/1995 Robert J. Knebel 

$ 100.00 l l/17/1995 Thomas H. Dennison $ 10.00
04/21/1995 Jeff Beck 

04/21/1995 Ginsburg School Auxiliary $ 500.00 11/17/1995 Mary E. Hubbard $ 50.00 

l l/17/1995 Sheriene A. Waddington $ 50.00
04/28/1995 Fresno Regional Foundation $ 3,000.00 

100.00 11/17/1995 Robert A. Reisdorf, LCSW $ 10.00
05/05/1995 Michael A. Milnes $ 

$ 300.00 ll/17/1995 Franko's-In Full Bloom $ 100.00
05/05/1995 Robert J. Gray 

$ 100.00 l l/17/1995 W.B. Seymour, MD $ 50.00
05/12/1995 Rehtrneyer Design Group 

Partain Construction $ 10.00
05/19/1995 Lance-Kashian & Company $ 1,000.00 11/17/1995 

l l/17/1995 Paul Woodward $ 25.00
05/19/1995 Stephen A. Kalemkarian Inc $ 400.00 

$ 100.00 11/17/1995 Donald Green $ 15.00
05/19/1995 Galen W. Zimmerman 

$ 100.00 11/17/1995 Machado Farms & Dairy $ 50.00
05/26/1995 Melinda S. Marks 
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$ 10.00 11/17/1995 Nelleke Zentner $ 20.00

11/17/1995 Susan Moranda Vigil 
$ 10.00 11/17/1995 D. G. Najour $ 25.00

11/17/1995 Robbin D. Rowe 
$ 10.00 11/17/1995 Susan C. Dickerson $ 20.00

11/17/1995 Mario Vejar 
$ 20.00 11/17/1995 Richard L. Adams $ 25.00

11/17/1995 Amy T. Brainerd 
$ 5.00 11/17/1995 Fred L. Krebs $ 15.00

I 1/17/1995 Kathy Baker 
$ 10.00 11/17/1995 Michael Petrovich, PhD $ 100.00

11/17/1995 Adele Zadian 
$ 100.00 11/17/1995 Harold Borushok $ 25.00

11/17/1995 Lawrence & Petty, Inc. 
$ 50.00 11/17/1995 C. V. Burkhart $ 25.00

11/17/1995 J.H. Schuyler 
$ 25.00 11/17/1995 Chris Gothard $ 25.00

11/17/1995 Marcia Macfaddin 
$ 25.00 11/17/1995 Mark W. Davis $ 40.00

11/17/1995 Carol J. Eliason 
$ 10.00 11/17/1995 Michael A. Berg $ 25.00

11/17/1995 Leo Bahling 
$ 15.00 11/17/1995 Roy D. Spina, Jr. $ 100.00

11/17/1995 Denis L. O'Neill 
$ 28.00$ 25.00 11/17/1995 Jerry H. Mann11/17/1995 Dorothy A. Noordberg 

$ 100.00 11/17/1995 Claire N. O'Neill $ 20.00
11/17/1995 DianaVizzard 

.; 

$ 100.00 11/17/1995 Harry Lev $ 100.00
11/17/1995 I. Ace Orifftths' 

$ 10.00 11/17/1995 Victoria Smith $ 25.00
11/17/1995 Robert A. Eachus 

$ 25.00 11/17/1995 C. J. Krivochiev $ 25.00
11/17/1995 R. Mark Griffin 

$ 25.00$ 20.00 11/17/1995 Tammy Exum11/17/1995 Donald Parreira 
$ 10.00$ 5.00 11/17/1995 Betty B. Godfrey11/17/1995 Dolores H. Kemble 

$ 30.00 11/17/1995 Henry Shervem $ 5.00
11/17/1995 Kathryn Y. Franson 

$ 25.00 11/17/1995 Jeanne M. Eastman $ 100.00
11/17/1995 Robert K. Borror 

11/17/1995 Barbara Buchnell-Schlucter $ 50.00 11/17/1995 R. M. Furman $ 5.00 

$ 100.00 11/17/1995 Theodore N. Moranda $ 50.00
11/17/1995 R. Michael Duarte 

$ 250.00 11/17/1995 Diana Lynn Jones $ 10.00
11/17/1995 John F. Salmonson 

$ 20.00 11/17/1995 Donald E. Lewis $ 10.00
11/17/1995 Norman A. Macedo, Jr. 

11/17/1995 E. G. Henery Gutierrez $ 25.00
11/17/1995 Arnold Sparks $ 25.00-

$ 10.00 11/17/1995 Connie U. Young $ 20.00
11/17/1995 William N. Dryden 

$ 50.00 11/17/1995 Ninnis & Cribbs $ 500.00
11/17/1995 Samuel C. Cumming, Jr. 

$ 25.00 11/17/1995 Fresno Pipe & Supply, Inc. $ 50.00
11/17/1995 Mark Nishioki 

50.00 11/17/1995 David H. Brown $ 10.00
11/17/1995 JackD. Good $ 

$ 3.00 11/17/1995 Joseph Garabedian $ 50.00
11/17/1995 Erik Cuadros 
11/17/1995 Johannan Cuadros 11/17/1995 Billy D. Graham $ 25.00$ 3.00 

$ 21.00$ 50.00 11/17/1995 Roy Kloose11/17/1995 Rueben Paul Cuadros 
$ 50.00 11/17/1995 David A. Gibeault $ 50.00

11/17/1995 Louis Nedler 
$ 20.00 11/17/1995 William M. Musso $ 25.00

11/17/1995 AijazAhmed 
$ 25.00 11/17/1995 Frank Heidenfelder $ 10.00

11/17/1995 Fieldview Rentals 
$ 20.00 11/17/1995 Kaiser Hospital Evening Crew $ 120.00

11/17/1995 Beverly J. Hicks 
$ 25.00 11/22/1995 Bethany R. Baker $ 50.00

11/17/1995 Sarkis Mooradian 
$ 10.00 11/22/1995 Amy Monpere-Thele $ 25.00

11/17/1995 William T. Wallace 
11/22/1995 Sharon L. Bonnema $ 30.00

11/17/1995 Stephen I. Sakata $ 10.00 
$ 15.00 11/22/1995 Diane Kruse $ 50.0011/17/1995 D. K. Campbell 
$ 200.00 11/22/1995 Post Polio $ 200.00

11/17/1995 Rick Anderson 
Pacini & Sons Construction $ 100.00

11/17/1995 Italian Catholic Federation $ 25.00 11/22/1995 

11/17/1995 Edison Social Club $ 80.85 11/22/1995 Brad Mack $ 10.00 

$ 50.00 11/22/1995 W. Ronald Perry $ 12.00
11/17/1995 Kenneth E. Williams 

$ 50.00 11/22/1995 Bill Dawson Enterprises $ 25.00
11/17/1995 Mark D. Miller 

11/22/1995 Triple X Fraternity of CA $ 100.00
11/17/1995 Michael R. Hiatt $ 25.00 

$ 10.00 11/22/1995 South East Middle School Staff $ 139.27
11/17/1995 Bill Radinoff 

11/17/1995 Deborah L. Gillett $ 25.00 11/22/1995 Gregory T. Merrill $ 100.00 

$ 10.00 11/22/1995 G. S. Janda, MD $ 100.0011/17/1995 Bobbie Clark 
$ 50.00 11/22/1995 The Fresno Bee $ 1,000.0011/17/1995 NatN. Leas 
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$ 15.00$ 100.00 12/08/1995 Ricardo Silberman 11/22/1995 JJ Dumalles Investors 

$ 20.00 12/08/1995 Marilyn Emerzian $ 10.00 
11/22/1995 Takashi Morita 

$ 20.00 12/08/1995 Bill B. Fischer $ 5.00 
11/22/1995 James R. Toon 

$ 25.00 12/08/1995 Sydney R. Story $ 10.00
11/22/1995 Kevin R. Shimamoto 

$ 5.00 12/08/1995 Mark Steinberg $ 10.00
11/22/1995 Elizabeth Richardson 

$ 10.00 12/08/1995 Betty Martin $ 5.00
11/22/1995 Nicholas Sanders 

$ 20.00 12/08/1995 Stephanie R. Nichols $ 342.00 
11/22/1995 Jack Swertfager 
11/22/1995 Timothy A. Tidyman-Jones $ 50.00 12/08/1995 Dona Marie Hare $ 5.00 

$ 30.00 12/08/1995 Richard Fembaugh $ 5.00 
11/22/1995 Blair H. Gladwin 

$ 50.00 12/08/1995 Neil Horsley $ 10.00
11/22/1995 Charles Farnsworth 

$ 100.00 12/08/1995 Faith C. Avina $ 15.00 
11/22/1995 Richard W. Wolk, MD 

$ 200.00 12/08/1995 Kenneth L. Mah $ 50.00 
11/22/1995 Dorothea M. Holman 

$ 5,000.00 12/08/1995 Mary Louise Frampton $ 25.00
11/22/1995 Valley Children's Hospital 

$ 20.00 12/08/1995 Charles G. Hanzlicek ,ii $ 10.00
11/22/1995 Ladies A,uxiliary to the VFW 

$ 1,362.00 12/08/1995 Howard K. Watkins $ 10.00
11/30/1995 IWS T;~h Hauling 

10,000.00 12/08/1995 Patricia R. Pickford $ 30.00
12/01/1995 Leon S. Peters Foundation, Inc. $ 

$ 500.00 12/08/1995 Alan E. Amend $ 20.00
12/01/1995 Voiture Locale No. 31 

$ 50.00 12/15/1995 Baker, Manock & Jensen $ 771.00
12/01/1995 Daniel L. Crotty 

$ 25.00 12/15/1995 Dorothy Govette $ 25.00
12/01/1995 Patricia A. Watson 

$ 50.00 12/15/1995 Russell N. Shroyer $ 25.00
12/01/1995 Michael D. Winton 

$ 100.00 12/15/1995 Morton G. Rosenstein, MD, Inc. $ 25.00
12/01/1995 Mrs. Harold V. Thompson 

$ 25.00 12/15/1995 Manchester Gate Elementary $ 1,332.00
12/01/1995 James Orloff 

1,000.00 12/15/1995 Paul R. Nugent $ 50.00
12/01/1995 San Joaquin Valley Doll Club $ 

$ 10.00 12/15/1995 Central Valley Water Awareness $ 100.00
12/01/1995 Russell D. Pauls 

$ 20.00 12/15/1995 Continental Wave $ 20.00
12/01/1995 Carol J. Ward 

$ 10.00 12/15/1995 Mathew G. Winton $ 30.00 
- 12/01/1995 Nellie Evans 

$ 1,000.00 12/15/1995 Joseph W. Levy $ 1,000.00
12/01/1995 George Dakovich & Son, Inc. 

$ 25.00 12/15/1995 Bakman Water Company $ 200.00
12/01/1995 Alan E. Miller 

$ 25.00 12/22/1995 Bryon Hall Construction Co. $ 700.00
12/01/1995 Jeff J. Ward 

$ 20.00 12/22/1995 Elmer Hof, MD $ 100.00
12/01/1995 Peter J. Ruggerello 

$ 25.00 12/22/1995 Woodward Park Rotary Club $ 500.00
12/01/1995 Tammy Gonzales 

$ 10.00 12/22/1995 ValliWide Bank $ 132.13
12/01/1995 Robert Pentacoff 

$ 25.00 12/22/1995 Young At Heart Center, Inc. $ 100.00
12/01/1995 Dennis G. Ralston 

$ 50.00 12/22/1995 Rick E. Jensen $ 300.00
12/01/1995 Lacen Dale Stivers 

$ 100.00 12/22/1995 Clipper E. Mills $ 50.00
12/01/1995 Earl P. Knobloch 

$ 50.00 12/22/1995 James L. Minnis $ 250.00
12/01/1995 Rick D. Patterson 

$ 5.45 12/22/1995 David M. Overstreet $ 500.00
12/01/1995 Randall Witt 

25.00 12/22/1995 Debbie Daily $ 25.00
12/01/1995 Karen J. Moseley $ 

$ 571.60 12/22/1995 Kids Kare West $ 86.90
12/01/1995 St. Anthony's School 

Moms Club of Clovis $ 100.00
12/08/1995 Kathleen Sutherland $ 50.00 12/22/1995 

20.00 12/22/1995 Randall Forte! $ 25.0012/08/1995 Peggy Sipin Jacobson $ 

$ 100.00 12/22/1995 Bruno T. Bisceglia $ 25.00
12/08/1995 Steven M. Cash 

$ 25.00 12/29/1995 Rita Miller $ 10.00
12/08/1995 Mommy & Me Playground 

$ 10.00 12/29/1995 John Devere $ 25.00
12/08/1995 Jorge Loya 

12/29/1995 Erin Ponte $ 15.00
12/08/1995 Robert P. Spencer $ 100.00 

$ 100.00 12/29/1995 Harold W. Crain, Jr. $ 30.00
12/08/1995 Danny R. Ulvevadet 

$ 200.00 12/29/1995 Audrey F. Punnett, PhD $ 20.00
12/08/1995 D.M. Winton 

$ 25.00 12/29/1995 Nancy E. Kerr $ 25.00
12/08/1995 Lois Langer 

12/29/1995 Ronald Huxley, Jr. $ 10.00
12/08/1995 E. A. Lembert, MD $ 50.00 

$ 100.00 12/29/1995 Candace S. Noyer $ 25.0012/08/1995 Lester J. Roth 
$ 100.00 12/29/1995 Ken Katzman $ 30.0Q12/08/1995 Jeff Mayer 
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LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS 

CQNIBIBl!IIQNS (1:antinu~d) 
12/29/1995 TimL. McGee $ 25.00 01/16/1996 Larry Lindenau $ 131.00 
12/29/1995 Glenna Martinez Gabisch $ 15.00 01/16/1996 David Peterson $ 42.00 
12/29/1995 Eleuterio Gomez $ 25.00 01/16/1996 David G Deleon $ 55.00 
12/29/1995 Laura L. Clark $ 10.00 01/16/1996 Cindy Poulsen $ 47.00 
12/29/1995 Ramona Kay McDonald $ 50.00 01/16/1996 Lain T. Long $ 86.00 
12/29/1995 Wendy Garbarino $ 50.00 01/16/1996 RoyB. Cline $ 20.00 
12/29/1995 Rebecca L. Gilbert $ 10.00 01/16/1996 Steven J. Rea $ 25.00 
12/29/1995 Kimberlea Swartout-Hamilton $ 15.00 01/16/1996 Darcie Newman, Jr. $ 45.00 
12/29/1995 Idalyn S. Brown $ 25.00 01/16/1996 S~even J. Rea $ 60.00 
12/29/1995 H. Teny Hutchison, MD $ 100.00 01/16/1996 David A. Johnson $ 40.00 
12/29/1995 Robb Smith, Jr. $ 25.00 01/16/1996 Sandy N. Smith $ 77.00 
12/29/1995 Debbie Reed $ 20.00 01/16/1996 Ben Hooper $ 95.00 
12/29/1995 Central Valley Mustang Club $ 200.00 01/16/1996 Michael W. Smith $ 80.00 
12/29/1995 Bryan Butler. $ 25.00 01/16/1996 Joi S. Ackerman $ 25.00 
12/29/1995 State C~ter Community College $ 500.00 01/16/1996 Jill B. Robinson $ 100.00 
12/29/1995 Kevin L. Herman $ 50.00 01/16/1996 Donald P. Warkentin $ 25.00 
12/31/1995 K. Sutherland $ 100.00 01/16/1996 Del Mar Elementary-Room 5 $ 14.05 
01/08/1996 Florence J. Sanchez $ 500.00 01/19/1996 Tom W. Goedde $ 20.00 
01/08/1996 Central Valley Mother of Twins $ 50.00 01/19/1996 John A. Ferdinandi $ 100.00 
01/08/1996 John Douglas, Jr. $ 40.00 01/19/1996 Tessa Cavalletto $ 25.00 
01/08/1996 Martin N. Britz $ 50.00 01/19/1996 Maple Creek School-Room 9 $ 8.00 
01/08/1996 James Baloian $ 25.00 01/26/1996 Eaton School Student Body $ 166.23 
01/08/1996 West McKinley Assembly of God $ 250.00 01/26/1996 Scott T. Lasley $ 10.00 
01/08/1996 Liberty Elementary Student Body $ 175.00 02/02/1996 Anne Motelongo $ 100.00 
01/16/1996 Hollis M. Campbell $ 25.00 02/09/1996 Majestic Jewelry & Loan Co. $ 100.00 
01/16/1996 KSEE, Inc. $ 2,951.20 02/09/1996 Trudy A. Hiraoka $ 25.00 
01/16/1996 Fresno Elks No. 439 $ 2,500.00 02/09/1996 Peter C. Sanchez $ 100.00 
01/16/1996 Blanco, Tomassian & Pimentel $ 50.00 02/09/1996 Central Valley Camper Club $ 100.00 
01/16/1996 Richard E. Stiens $ 22.00 02/16/1996 Golden Valley Girl Scout Council $ 11.50 
01/16/1996 Kevin M. Peters $ 30.00 02/16/1996 George E. McKinley $ 52.00 
01/16/1996 Karen W. Thompson $ 90.00 02/16/1996 Lain T. Long $ 15.00 
01/16/1996 Diane Mello $ 17.00 02/16/1996 Robin L. Roberts $ 53.00 
01/16/1996 Aram Booroojian, TTEE $ 30.00 02/23/1996 L. Perkins $ 583.36 
01/16/1996 D. Alan McCuen $ 26.00 03/15/1996 Target Stores $ 2,500.00 
01/16/1996 R. T. Sieloff $ 93.00 03/15/1996 Dr. Brian A. Shaw $ 500.00 
01/16/1996 Matthew A. Pascua $ 10.00 03/15/1996 Fig Garden Village, Inc. $ 500.00 
01/16/1996 Linda L. Wilson $ 5.00 03/22/1996 Wawona Middle School $ 484.00 
01/16/1996 Steven J. Rea $ 10.00 03/22/1996 Timothy J. Ingram $ 100.00 
01/16/1996 Kurt M. Karlsson $ 15.00 04/05/1996 San Joaquin Valley Rehabilitation $ 150.00 
01/16/1996 Debra Duncan-Kratzer $ 15.00 04/05/1996 Cole Elementary School $ 87.54 
01/16/1996 Linda D. Doig $ 10.00 04/12/1996 Jeff Beck $ 100.00 
01/16/1996 Bernice E. Jordon $ 25.00 04/12/1996 James C. Sherwood $ 100.00 
01/16/1996 Bernard J. Catanzaro $ 20.00 04/12/1996 Victor Pellegrino $ 100.00 
01/16/1996 Jon C. Renwick $ 20.00 04/19/1996 Tenaya Middle School $ 30.45 
01/16/1996 Jeffrey C. Avery $ 25.00 05/03/1996 Channel 47 $ 24,088.12 
01/16/1996 Joe Rosato $ 25.00 05/03/1996 Daniel Valpey $ 20.00 
01/16/1996 Patrick K. Monahan $ 25.00 05/10/1996 Donald Green $ 5.00 
01/16/1996 Fresno Area Classic Chevy Club $ 500.00 05/10/1996 Parlor Lecture Club, Inc. $ 136.00 
01/16/1996 William Atwood $ 30.00 05/17/1996 Bullard High School $ 100.00 
01/16/1996 · Frank M. Benneyan, DDS $ 50.00 05/31/1996 Wells Fargo Bank Securities $ 1,007.81 
01/16/1996 Kurt M. Karlsson $ 55.00 05/31/1996 Wells Fargo Bank Securities $ 18,000.00 
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FRESNO METROPOLITAN FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT printed: 27-Nov-00 
OSO de ORO LAKE PARK 
LIST ·oF CONTRIBUTORS 

CQNI_BIBllIIOis:S (1:antiou1:d) 
06/07/1996 James M. Malloch School $ 350.00 

· 06/07/1996 James M. Malloch School - PTA $ 100.00 
06/14/1996 St. Agnes Medical Center $ 500.00 

"06/27/1996 M. Christine Wilson-Johnston $ 100.00 
07/05/1996 Linda Edmonds $ 100.00 
07/19/1996 First Interstate Bank Cashiers $ 379.00 
09/13/1996 Associated Students, CSUF $ 265.00 
09/13/1996 Carol Ann Brown $ 200.00 
10/11/1996 South Fresno Lady Lions $ 500.00 
10/31/1996 Cobb's Tree Care $ 1,400.00 
11/08/1996 ·J. William McGuinness $ 100.00 
12/06/1996 Wild Water Adventures $ 250.00 
12/13/1996 John Seitz $ 100.00 
12/20/1996 :yenl1~ $ 50.00 ,.•La Si~~-
02/14/1997 Fresn<> Hbbie Fleet '62, Inc. $ 300.00 
03/28/1997 Wells Fargo-Fresno Foundation $ 8.25 
05/09/1997 William & Vivian McGuinness $ 100.00 
06/27/1997 Jeffery R. Moore $ 100:00 
06/27/1997 Leon E. Mazzei $ 100.00 
06/27/1997 Richard L. ~orough . $ 500.00 
08/15/1997 Kathie Babigian $ 100.00 
lQ/31/1997 Guy W. Johnston $ 500.00 
02/20/1998 Jeffrey R. Moore $ 100.00 
05/01/1998 Jack Sawl $ 100.00 
05/01/1998 Fritz Tile $ 100.00 

- 06/05/1998 Dr. & Mrs. Santigian $ 100.00 
06/11/1998 Michel R. Escalle $ 100.00 
07/14/1998 Jeffrey S. Mayer $ 100.00 
11/13/1998 J. William McGuinness $ 100.00 
01/08/1999 Doris·E. Simonian $ 300.00 
07/30/1999 Joseph F. Picotti $ 100.00 
05/26/2000 Irene E. Nelson $ 200.00 
06/28/2000 Chris Brown $ 100.00 
08/04/2000 Allstate Insurance Company $ 1,000.00 
08/11/2000 Jaswinder Singh $ 100.00 
11/03/2000 . Michael D. Deluca $ 100.00 

Total Contributions: $ 297,921.80 

TOTAL GRANTS & CONTRIBUTIONS: S 415,519.29 
·l 
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FRESNO 
Named All America City 

Sloan Johnson Oso de Oro Lake Park's 
theme focuses on California's natural and 
cultural history and includes the following 
features: 

• Permanent lake and aquatic habitat, with 

observation docks 

• Live stream and gold panning 

• Special small tot and children's play areas 

• Arts and crafts and picnic pavilions 

• Frontier area with fort, tunnel, and Spanish 

ruins 

• Mining town with ore cart and antique boat 

• Interpretive maze for the sighted and 

unsighted 

• Unique off-street parking for wheelchair 

transport vehicles 

• Original sculpture and mural art 

• Entry plaza and restroom facilities 

• Swings play area and slick court basketball 

• Elevated therapy and exercise platform 
Mobility training platform for the unsighted 

http://www.ci.fresno.ca. us/news&info/ allamerica2000/ osa _de_ om.html 11/08/2000 

http://www.ci.fresno.ca
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ERESNO MIND-SET, SelRII CHANGING CITY'S LANDSCAPE 

Chris Gates 

There are times when business travel can be far more frustrating than fun. This summer has 
been one of those times. I've been traveling to every corner of the country to do work in 
communities and to give speeches at conferences during a summer full of flight delays and 
cancellations. It can all seem like simply too much. However, no matter how tired I am, no 
matter how much I've been traveling, I always look forward to a trip that takes me to one of 
the communities that has just won the All-America City Award. 

My trip to Fresno is a case in point. While I've been to Fresno many times in the past, it had 
been several years since my last visit. The Fresno I saw during the day I spent there this 
summer was clearly in the midst of a major transformation. I could see the evidence all 
around me. New buildings, new parks and new programs abounded. But more important 
than the physical evidence ofchange was the clear change in the spirit and mind-set ofthe 
citizens. 

' Difficult times 

The community I had visited several years ago was a troubled one. Crime was high, very 
high. Gangs were openly at war. Graffiti was everywhere. Businesses were leaving town 
and, to add insult to injury, a national ranking program had proclaimed Fresno as the worst 
place to live in the country. 

When faced with these kinds ofcircumstances, it is easy to cut and run. Indeed, some people · 
did just that and left Fresno for what they perceived were greener pastures. But those who 
stayed decided to reclaim their community and reshape their destiny. They didn't wail about 
a lack of federal funding. They didn't convene a hearing to find out who was to blame. They 
rolled up their sleeves and decided to bring their community back. 

The Fresno of today s.till has work to do, every community does, but it is clearly emerging as 
a civic oasis in California's arid Central Valley. And the three projects described in their 
2000 All-America City Award application were even better when seen first hand. 

Making a difference 

The Hope Now for Youth program really is helping troubled kids turn their lives around. I 
had ·a chance to meet with some of them and hear their stories. While these stories would 
alternately break your heart or make your hair curl, these young men made it clear that 
without the hand up they were being offered, their lives would be on a downward spiral they 
couldn't control. 

Oso de Oro Park was a stunning sight on the beautiful sunny day I was there. The park was 
designed to be "user friendly" to the disabled with unique needs. Small things, evidence of 
serious planning and thought, were everywhere. A low berm surrounded the basketball court 

file:// A:\deliverccdoc2.asp 11/6/00 
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so those playing wheelchair basketball would not have to chase an errant ball to the other 
· side of the park. A maze had been designed for sight-impaired children. And all of this 

occurred, according to our guide from the Flood Control District, because somebody had tHe 
idea that they could do something special. 

Fresno's third project, Care Fresno, was about taking community policing and citizen-based 
problem solving to a new level. The Fresno Police Department, local churches and other 
local community groups joined hands to lower crime and increase a ·sense of community in 
high-crime, low-income apartment complexes. The program has not only lowered crime, it 
has instilled a sense ofcaring in places that were, only .a few years ago, dangerous and 
unfriendly places to live. 

Moving forward 

At the big community celebration that night, the eyes ofFresno residents beamed with pride. 
As they danced to a local band, tried food from the local vendors -- the barbecue offered by 

. the Fresno Police Department was the first to sell out -- and generally celebrated the place 
they lived, I was reminded ofwhy the All-America City Award program is so special. 

People could have absolutely given up on Fresno, but they didn't. They decided .to stay and 
fight and turn their community around. Other past winners of the All-America City Award 
have told similar stories. Baltimore, Cleveland and Newark were all places that were once 
near the bottom and now find themselves making major progress as they improve their 
quality of life. Each of those communities was honored for their comeback as an Al/
America City. And while every story may not be as dramatic as these, it is these big 
comebacks that perhaps best remind us of the potential of our communities when we are all 
willing to be active citizens in our democracy. 

Chris Gates is president of the National Civic League, which administers the All-America 
City Award program. Gates can be e-mailed at tncl@ncl.org. The league's Web site is 
www.ncl.org. 
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· DELEGATES STIR UP INTEREST ALL-AMERICA CITY JUDGE 
WISHES GOOD LUCK TO FRESNO REPRESENTATIVES. 

Bill McEwen THE FRESNO BEE 

LOUISVILLE, KY. Four members ofFresno's All-America City delegation were about to 
begin the final leg of their journey early Wednesday evening at the Cincinnati airport when 
an energetic woman greeted them. 

She had seen their T-shirts. The ones that say "Fresno?" on the front and "Smile when you 
say that!"_on the back. 

"I'm one of the All-America City judges, and I just want to wish you good luck," she said. 

The judge? 

Barbara Roberts, a former Oregon governor (1991-95) and an enthusiastic supporter of the 
annual competition, which begins today and concludes Saturday night with the selection of 
10 All-America cities from a field of 30 fmalists. 

"This is one of the most exciting things I've ever been involved in," said Roberts, who has 
served once before on the judging panel. "You see the best of what people are doing all over 
the country. It has restored my faith in American ingenuity and American camaraderie." 

The delegates fit Roberts' definition ofwhat this event is supposed to foster. Boarding the 
plane were ARC Fresno representatives Lori Ramirez and Aron Dunlap and two 

. developmentally disabled adults, Ervin Heatley and J.R. Rivera, who help maintain Oso de 
Oro Park. 

Since 1995, more than 315,000 people have used the 10-acre park in northwest Fresno, 
· which was created for the disabled and was designed to be accessible to everyone. ARC 

Fresno is an organization that helps train developmentally disabled individuals for jobs. 

In Fresno's All-America City application, organizers wrote: "Oso de Oro has a serious side, 
offering opportunities for the blind and elevated therapy and exercise platform. But the most · 
important 'measurable outcome' is the laughter of the children and the words ofparents, as 
expressed by the mother of a 5-year-old who is both blind and wheelchair bound, 'Look out 
there at my son. In this special place, he's just a regular kid."' 

Taking ingenuity another step forward, developmentally disabled adults trained by ARC are 
also doing maintenance work at other Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control basins. 

The ARC contingent began its day at 6 a.m., posing for pictures with others in the 84-
member delegation beneath red, white and blue balloons at Fresno Yosemite International 
airport. While most of the travel party, including Fresno Mayor Jim Patterson, flew to 
Louisville via Dallas, others went on routes that took them through Cincinnati or Chicago. 

file:// A:\deliverccdoc.asp 11/6/00 
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It didn't take long for those T-shirts to inspire questions from other travelers. 

"I'd tell them about Fresno, and then they'd want to know about All-America City," said 
Dunlap, program manager for ARC. "Not a lot ofpeople know what it's about. They think 
it's people doing three-leg sack races at a picnic." 

Trai Her, who will be a senior at Hoover High School next fall, says she gets similar 
questions from classmates. She is representing the Police Athletic League and the Explorers 
program at the competition. 

Her says she is confident that Fresno, which is a finalist for the second straight year, will be 
named an All-America City. 

"It's amazing to see what Fresno has done the last couple of years for the city and for kids," 
she said. 

And for adults, too. This year, a fund-raising effort resulted in $40,000 used to subsidize 25 
delegates, according to Steve Poggi, member ofLeadership Fresno. Poggi didn't make the 
trip, but he saw the group off Wednesday. 

Based on feedback from judges last year, it was considered important to get representatives 
from the three groups that form Fresno's presentation -- Care Fresno, Oso de Oro and Hope 
Now for Youth-- to travel to the competition. This was achieved through the fund-raising, 
which Poggi directed. 

Also at the send-off was Sharon Patterson, wife ofMayor Patterson. For the second straight 
year, she distributed heart-shaped pins that she made. On each pin is a map of Central 
California that shows Fresno in the middle. 

Today, the Fresno contingent will have a dress rehearsal of its 20-minute stage presentation 
that it will give Friday morning in the Galt House Hotel, which is playing host to the event. 

The judges will announce the winner Saturday night. 
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Valley:cifyjoirts•·nine 
... P11J.~rs inearning the 

·".c nationafaward. 
f · By BILL McEWEN 

.·• . .THE FRESNO BEE . 

·.· . LOUISVILLE, Ky. ·- Nineteen 
· i. times o~er the fast two years, the dele

gates from Fresno _had risen,from their \--
t chairs and '.cheered other ·cities as ·their 
l .. represenUi,tjv~s ;q_iµic:ed .up the. aisle. to · , 

'>\Jhe ~tag~ ~~Tfl~m'1t?r8:gging rights .· .. I,.:
'\'' ~ ·-an Al:l~Ailienca'tmyn: . _- .· : .. 

i ,;-;" :i Near t}:i~ :fr,brit:oft!:i(;l.G;tltHou;e ball- . 
s ,,. "~OQiri; MaryL_opeigripped Carla: Glaze.
,i- : -':~rook's hand:' And so it werit down the
L . ::}:;;/'\.;, .· '• rowsSatuiday night, 
l- .. -- ,Tilf WEB .. . · .:..each Fresnan clinging . 

}.., .· :: ,,. \i\fo the\ hope that ef- 1-
1- , . Glo,tcr , ,,, '. ',rlforts to prighten the · } 
.e fre.sno,b~e_;com city would be recog~ r 

!Or more_ • ..nized by jurors of the 
h mtorr:nat1on. · National · Civic 
r INSIDE THE BEE League. ., __ 

A complete.list Ten communities •c:- ' 
:. of winn~rs ·.· ...· : are named annually, 

1}ii t~PP~~r$,on:: :/' /:C .tiq'•-Y,r,e~n..<> ,.;"7 on.ce 
~,~p .-;P.ag~ A~ ted the least desrr,
f''. :i);·. }t- ;,· .. .. . 'ht pia~e Jo live in . · i 

. th(/United Sfates-:-.was down .to its 
'i, '," l~~t.char;i:ce._for.tp.e second str:=ti¥ht year. 
·....·· :: Jury foreman Dorothy :R1dmgs now 

.. was ·offering '.co:risolatfon: to the finalists 
:thatwouldn't receive All~America desig- · 
· nation and encouraging theni to apply

l:l..ga.in. . . . . 
. They were the words Fresno had 
heard just last year. . 
. Lopez arid _Glazebrook, behind-the

.· scene organizers ·of Fresno's 2000 bid, 
.·.· squirmed a little more. · 

·. "Don't worry,",Glazebrook whispered. 
"We're going to be the 10th one." 

·Upon the st:;.tge,the buildup began. 
· The.next winiier~the foreman said, was 

solving gang problems. Cleaning up 
high-crime·apartment complexes. 

·Emotion pent up fro,m years offeeling 
the need to apologfae for Fresno spilled 
from the 84 delegates, and the celebrat-

. . . , .. . ·.. . . ··•.· . . . .. . . Ass'ocIATED PRESS i11g began. -- :::,~,
Fresno Mayor Jim Patterson, cen~er, addresses the audiencei atthe aw.ards ceremorwSaturday in LOuis\iille, Ky., as Keith .. . ;"I think they fighred it out," Riding
Kelley gives the thumbs-up sign as Fresno delegates savor earning All-America .City ~tatus. · · ·•· .J Please see AWARD, Page A8 

. . . ' . . 

Doug 
. Harrison,.elegates willflfhome tQnigbf ,) ···1eft;arid 

' ,. . . Danny 
BY PABLO LOP.EZ re~en.tative.s .ofth'~ £!4:~e'-gi:oµni\ih~t ··• . · .Hernandez 

AND GEORGE HOSTETTER fornied:,.:fresno'.s '~ng·'pr'.eseµt~ti~n ' ., . ·. of Fresno 
THE F RE sN o BEE ...:.:. Care Fresno,,Qsp ae :Qroi and Hope : react to the 

city's winAnd now the celebration conies home: Now for Youth· · - ·' · · , ·· /
· Some in the .84-niember delegation ;· Saturday 

·Ftresno dte~t~gat~s -Lto t~evilAlll- . erica will arrive l~ter. .·· . . . , . . _ during theAmK 
C1 Y compe 1 ion m oms e, y., can Saturday night, the reaction fr.om ,· 51 st 
expect a hero's welcome as they stride those who didn't .make the trip ~as one All-America 
through the gates at Fresno Yosemite of pride and delight. ·. . · , ·,. · ,.,; :,_ City 
International Airport tonight _ .Assembly . Member . $arah ;R.ey~s; •. Awards 

They'll be flying on 'American Air- D-Fresno, said the All-America desigria _ceremony 
lines and are expected to arrive about .. tion :"finally proves what .we all know~ · in Louis-
8:15 p.m. Fresno is a great place to live." Reyes,' ville, Ky. 

.In addition to civic leaders such .as 39, has lived in ~esno 38 yearS, .She' · ASSOCIATED 
Mayor Ji~ Plitter~on,;there will be rE:lp- Please ~ee .FRESNO, -~g,;f~8 PRESS 

https://l:l..ga.in
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WHAT rrllEY ARE 
SAYING - Award: Fresnoannounced last 

"We started something, and we 
wanted to see it through. Now 
we've got a party to plan!" -~aid~i::r:~Tr~~1:::: !~petition JiJt.~M~tlJ~A.~~r.,.~~-. ~~if;t~hl~~~:.0 

!r~~t; a?tn~- Mary Lopez,
Leadership Fresno and -Fresno's efforts to meet the The National Civic League's help the competition's reputation 

needs of the disabled. All-America City Award recognizes by including three Dallas Cow-
It was official: The delegation exemplary grassroots community boys cheerleaders in their presen-

from the city that made national problem-solving. Each year, 10 ta,tion. , 
"The neat thing about this is n~ws for being No. 277 (out of · cities ar.e selected for the honor, But event officials and dele-

everybody here came together -- 277) would return 4ome today car- which brings communities higher - gates from , winnirtg cities say 
-without worrying about politics. I rying a Top 10 banner. - _ national recognition and boosts that the competition forces com-
haven't seen an outpouring of civic "This is a _wonderful plaque civic pride. - munities to take a critical look at 
pride like this since we were in and presentation," Mayor -_Jim . 1-iere are this year's winners themselves: .In addition, the c_on-
New York in 1983 and Fresno Patterson told the crowd of more - announced Saturday during vention ·is a foruin for sharing 
Statewon the NIT,[basketball than 2,000. "But we're going to ceremonies in -Louisville, Ky;: problem-solving programs and 
tournament].n - take this home, and we're going ■ An<:lerson County, s.c. strategies. The 30 finalists were 

-- Jerry B!rd, Tree Fresno to slice it up into 400,000 little III Clinton, Mo. sefectedfrom 78 entries; 
- pieces and pass them out to the III Edinburg, Texas ·"This is part conipetition and 

ODO people who live in Fresno. This be- ■ Fargo, N.D./Moorhead;,Minn. part cow,petition," Gates said:-"It 

_ "This is a wonderful plaque and .1o,J~;-~~l!.~~e::oa~ui}_H~r~~':'f ~oi~:e:~) - - - - ~~:J:1:~~~~I:tion of what 
prei,,entation.Butwe'regoing to _ _ , -, _ . reim _ '.de\·- -■ G - t .- NC Cleveland - often cited as ail,dez:-: ilesign' er ·_of"F __o's Osb 

th
.- h d , · t , - as orna, . . _ _

take IS ome an we re going O _ ,:- Oro-Pa.rli; iiri;ttionalniodel for ac.:. ' ■ faricaster; Pa. . - examp~e in the rebirth oht large -
slice it up 'into 400,000 little pieces _cessibility":· 1 : • - "' :-·;' '' 1 Lower Naugatuck Valley, Conn. city-, is a five~time winner. Tole-
and pass them out to the people ·, ( 1-f.~:taiJ.t~d.! !>out his .~O Y,:~ars ip /~? ■ Montgom,ery County, Md. do, Ohio, which won in 1998, was 
who live in Fresrio. This belongs to a wl).eelcll~it ~$d facing a -wo:rJd.;, _ 11 Worcester, Mass.- - a finalist again this year; · __ • 
them." - - -. -- mad¢\ mqstl:ir for th.osEi .bJe~se~ -_ _ "The awai·d is·not hype," saicl _ 

- - Fresno Mayor Jim. Patterson -- -tbought. "This _ ." _with tnt=hi'se ofall 0Hhe1dimbs:' _- -- _ _- is our rerun - Mark V'soske, president ofthe To- . 
- ' 'miere's'"'riot one ;thin. iri:ipat' - But Frank Fra:nco, represent: ledo Chamber ofCommerce'."lt is 

-□ D □ ;~:i~~fLt~an'f '~s~,,"~'~!~1,¥a~~!: _- ~:m:?s!~~Il~~i~h~~~:~~I\i~t~ ;fJ;:?i:o:fnt~:fn~::;s~:i:!~. 
th

ci;~h::g!rftog~~~d~~~;~igh - - ,_ -He;;too, is returnhig:as rur:AIF; ropolitan Flood Controi District,. ment andeducation,lookfori-eal · 

-- - Bob Macia_~, coordinator of -~~F~~,i-i~idtchly:~~t~~::-never had a_doubt, .- •- ,.. --- pr~~\~:~:,t;hf!ii':!!%!-office 
CareFresno,onth:eanticlpation ''W- e~"an•:-.fl-- o--,a-t -hom'e-;-•·-"-''' /, -_---,-,,,-__ -_-- -- Walking-intQt~eballroom,he . J - - ft . -- 'b- -.., - - m _anuacy a er eight years, e-

overload on awards,night - Roger Minassian/the :minister - predicted: "You watch, we'll be cause of term limits, predicted 
who founded Hope Now for Youth -No. _lO." - -- thatthe All-America-designation,DOD - ' the organization that teaches Victory safely tucked away• combined with Fresno's sharp de~ 

"We knew you could h_-_andle :1t._• life skills _and provides jobs to --- 'Fresno City CouncH Member Ken cline ih crime and investment in 
- -gang ·m· _'e-mbers - _react_e--d -lik·- e· a . _ 8teitz asked-Chris -Gates, presi- 1_'n-frastr_uc· ture,-wil"1-reduc-- e th-ere--·- - Chri_s Gates_; presi__ d_ent of the -d - f th N t • } C• • - football coach s~voring a bowl vie~ • ent O e a }Ona - - ivic gion's double·digif unemploy-

Fresno: Delegation 
will arrive tonight Tre 

Continued from Page Al Lifelong Fresno _resident Joe WJ 
said she has had opportunities Lee; the superintendent of the -prove
to move; but declined. ''This is a West Fresno _Scl;lool District, takes 
fantastic place to live and raise said people who remained in - to fiv,
kids. !would never leave." - _Fresno through the tough times solve 

_ Longtime Fi:esno residents deserve special credit. He said _Tei
and friends Jack Kelley and Dr. too many bright, .young people nent<:
Willie Brown Sr. said Fresno - have left Fresno because of a prova
may have its problems, but it's lack of jobs an.~-opportunities. Soon.
still a great place to live. They "Those who stayed and fought . :comp.credited Patterson for making and made Fresno their home - _Ge1
Fresno a betterplace to live. · ' have made___ tli~ _city a bet_ter 

Steve Sariiuelian, president of 
Leadership Fresno XVI Class place for everyone," Lee said. 
said, _"This is not a small step, City Cowicil Member Hep.ry -
but_a giant step forward." The Perna said he is ''very pleased" -

:award shows "what can happen -with Fresno's All-America City 
__ when-a community _comes to- -award, saying .the community 
gether for a common goal: to did "a lot of hard work" since its 

·serve the community ofFresno." presentation last year. - _ 
State Sen. Jim Costa, D~Fres- . _"I thirik,wh~tthis award says . 

.no, said·tl;le All-Aniericadesig~ is, we have, a lofofgoodthings 
- nation "is a start, not an ending. happenirig'.in ·this .city," Perea -

We don't -wartt Fresno to be a said. ''It says we all pull togeth-
- tale of two cities. The city p.orth er to help:mircity.It's nofanew. -

of Sh~w Avenue arid the city -message to everyone, but it's aii 
-south of Shavv." -- :important 11.1essa~E{to get,out." -

. VETERAN EX~IRS AGENTS & TAX PROFESSIONALS _ _ 
N M- · ,- - - - - - - - · · - - -- f!'l•er eet _tJiit I - tile IRS· -settle for"Pe1111ies 011 .the Doll11r - G11arti11teed Results - ' 

_National Civic l,.eague, to Fre~.lio -- t -_ .- --- League - why Fresno was an- nient rate - Free Tax Settlement Anitlysis: ·- Free "Insider'' _Flepo- rt: :1 _ -
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Park, gt)d works put 
city in line for award 

BY NZONG XIONG 

THE FRESNO BEE 

Seventh-grader Margaret 
Mele might not go to the park 
as often as she did when she 
was younger, but she still visits 
0so de Oro Park at least once a 
month. .. 

"It's a wonderful place for 
people to come," said Margaret, 
13, who is the junior ambassa
dor for the Central Valley Mus
cular Dystrophy Association. 

"It's good for kids with disa
bilities but also parents with 
disabilities. That way, they can 
play with their children." 

There is a wheelchair-acces-

sible path down to a pond, she 
said, and there are lowered bas
ketball hoops as well. 

The park for physically chal
lenged children was one of 
three community projects that 
helped put Fresno among the 
finalists for All-America City 
status this year. 

The two other programs are 
the Stone Soup Partnership, 
which is designed to provide as

. sistance to impoverished 
Southeast Asians, and Care 
Fresno, a· public-private 

Please sec Award, Page 84 
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Award: Fresno now a 'different' city 
Continued from Page Bl 
partnership designed to restore 
safe neighborhoods. 

At the end of June, Fresno of
ficials, neighborhood activists, 
business leaders and community 
volunteers will travel to Phila
delphia for the final-round hear
ings before the All-America City 
jury. The 10 winning communi
ties for 1999 will be announced 
June 26 at an awards ceremony. 

The last time Fresno was hon
ored with the All-America City 
award was in 1967, Fresno May
or.Jim Patterson said Friday af
ternoon during a visit to the 
park. 

"It was a time when people 
were really excited about Fresno. 
It was a new west city.... A lot 
of terrific things were happen
ing, and the National Civic 
League noticed," he said. 

"Somewhere along the line, 
the '60s became the '70s, the 
'70s turned into the '80s, and the 
'80s turned into the '90s. We 
found ourselves lacking a bit of 
self-confidence, and we found 
ourselves with run-away crime 
and . . . wondering if we could 
roll .our sleeves up and pull back 
from the difficulties we have en
countered. And then something 
terrific began to happen." 

That was when thousands of 
people committed themselves "to 
do something about their city," 
he said. 

"We now live in a very differ
ent city, a city that is beginning 
to be recognized for the things it 
can accomplish [rather] than the 
opportunities it has lost," Patter
son said. 

He encouraged the residents of 
Fresno to get energized and sup-

port not only the park, but also 
the delegation that will travel to 
Philadelphia. 

An estimated $50,000 needs to 
be raised to send the delegation, 
said Christy Dennis, a member 
of Leadership Fresno Class XV. 

There will be an "All-America 
Party in the Par}s" May 29 at 
0so de Oro with music, enter
tainment and food. 

When people visit the park for 
the first time, they are often sur
prised, said Donald Green, 0so 
de 0ro's park attendant. 

"They've never seen a park of 
this magnitude," he said. 

"Fresno can be very creative, 
[so] don't be afraid to dream." 

And that includes Fresno win
ning the All-America City award, 
he said. 

JOHN WALKER - THE FRESNO BEE 

Jordan Taleisnik, 5, uses the park's speaker phone as Mayor 
Jim Patterson, center, and park attendant Donald Green watch. 
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1995 Awards of Merit 18 
From a flood control project in Fresno, Calif., to a booklet in 

Warrenton, Va., this year's winning projects 
range from the complicated to the simple. 

• Plant helps keep bay clean, boosts water supply 22 
• Santa Clarita widens the road much traveled 22 

• Resort recycling: encouraging tourists to help 24 
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Annual program keeps 
Louisville's faucets flowing 20 

The Louisville Water Company, a municipal utility, commits 
nearly $10 million a year to replacing and rehabilitating the 

Kentucky city's water distribution system. 
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Space technology produces 
earthly rewards for Scottsdale 32 
An Arizona city applies the same sophisticated technolog)' 
NASA developed for planetary exploration to make better 

decisions for today and the next century. 'Instead of minerals 
on Mars, it's asphalt in Scottsdale,' says one expert . 
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Flood control project results in children's park 

The flatness of California's central valley and the rapid 
growth of the valley's Fresno-Clovis metropolitan area 

necessitated a unique approach to stormwater management. 
:l.';i'li:\i . At the same time, the critical 

·'11 importance of water conservat10n 
and the need for recreational open 
space presented an unparalleled 
opportunity for stormwater system 
design. Beginning in the late 1950s, 
and building on the concept of 
stormwater retention and recharge, 
the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Con

i trol D'.strict (FMFCD) now serves. an '.: I urbamzmg ar_ea of 300 square miles 
·I and a population of 600,000 . 

.,;....;.__i,-,' "-·. ·. The system, on average, captures 
and recharges to groundwater 31,500 

acre-feet of rainfall runoff, equaling 90 percent of all area 
stormwater runoff. 

During the summer months when surface water is import
ed for irrigation, the system is used by water agencies to 
achieve additional groundwater replenishment. 

December 1995 

In total, the district's stormwater system replaces 35 per 
cent of the groundwater pumped annually to meet urbar 
needs. Yet groundwater recharge is only one of the sec 
ondary uses of the stormwater system. By far the most popu 
lar use of the basins is for neighborhood parks. Basins in res 
idential areas are excavated to shallow depths with flat 
tened side slopes. 

Finished basins include trees, turf and sprinklers 
Through a contract with parks and recreation departments 
such sites are made available for development as activ, 
playgrounds. Today, five basins are outfitted as active play 
grounds and 12 serve as passive parks. 

The most unique component of the system is a recent!· 
completed park for disabled children. Presented with a florn 
control basin that had extra design flexibility, Sloan John 
son, then a District Board member, challenged FMFCD t< 
focus on unmet recreation needs by constructing a specia 
needs park, and while many parks were "accessible," non, 
had been found to be wholly usable by disabled children. 

The FMFCD Board of Directors began a fund drive c, 
raise $250,000 for the extra costs of such a project. Th, 
park, which opened on June 8, came in $12,000 under it 

AMERICAN CITY & COUNT 

Because it is in an excavated basin, the 
park's features are arrayed at three different 
elevations. The lower tier has a permanent 
two-acre lake, which also is a groundwater 
recharge unit. 

Two observation decks give children an 
unhindered view of evolving aquatic habitat 
and wildlife. The five-acre middle tier has an 
open turfed play area and a wheelchair bas
ketball court. Two interpretive mazes incor
porate a · variety of paths, textures and colors 
to provide visual and sensory stimulation. 

Upper-tier features include picnic and arts 
and crafts pavilions, small and older children's 
play areas and a frontier area and mining 
town. The park includes a stair/ramp structure 
for mobility training and rehabilitation and a 
raised grassed platform, which serves as a 
therapy platform. The success of the park

A flood control basin in the Fresno-Clovis metropolitan area provided the perfect 
clearly stems from a reversal of traditionallocation for a park for disabled children. 
thinking. * 

$1.2 million budget. 
Total community gifts and grants exceeded $320,000, Companies involved: Sunset Landscape, Mauldin 

and thousands of volunteer hours were invested in design, Dorfrneier Construction, Gentz Construction, Miracle 

fund raising, landscaping and construction. Recreation Equipment and D.L. Construction. 
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A park for all children 
~- Oso de Oro Lake Park in Fresno, California (396,011), was 

designed to meet the needs of physically challenged children 
and was constructed with special attention to their unique 
physical, emotional, and educational needs. The park, con
ceived, designed, and constructed by the Fresno Metropolitan 
Flood Control District, has proven to be popular with the 
elderly and the disabled parents of able-bodied children as 
-well . The park, which also showcases the natural and cultural 

. history of California, includes art that can be touched, a 
frontier fort, Spanish ruins , a maze for the sight impaired, and 
swing sets adapted to four levels of ability. The park, a result 
of an all-volunteer citizens design team, received $340,000 in 
contributions in addition to in-kind donations from artists , 
suppliers, and contractors. It is maintained by developmentally 
disabled adults known as ArcWorkers, sponsored by the 
private sector. Since 1995, more than 250,000 people have 
enjoyed the ten-acre park. Demand is so great that a reserva
tion system was implemented in 1996-and 33,000 people have 
reserved the pavilions for birthday parties, school events, and 
family gatherings . The park is owned and run by the city . 

Gary Newma rk 
Staff Analyst II 
Fresno Me tropolitan 
Flood Control District 

5469 East Olive 
Fresno, CA 9372.7 

559/ 456-3292 
F/\X: 559/ 456-3194 
E-ma il : fmfcd@9te. n e t 
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lLAKE AND DOCKS 
• 

The docks were funded by a State of 
California Habitat Conservation Fund 
Grant. They allow access by the wheel
chair bound to observe the lake and 
wildlife up close. Wrought iron fencing 
was used due to the better visibility for 
children and those in wheelchairs. Such 
access to a lake and aquatic habitat is 
often unavailable to the wheelchair 
bound. 

The lake water comes from the Kings 
River through underground pipes, and 
from stormwater runoff. Various types of 

fish can be found in the lake. It is filled 
year round to a depth which can support 
the fish. The lake also provides ground
water recharge. It is constructed in two 
halves with a berm in between to allow 
for maintenance. 

At least one side of the lake will always 
be full to keep the fish alive while the 
other side is drained and maintained. An 
island in the lake provides a breeding 
ground for ducks and other birds, safe 
from predators. Current residents of the 
lake include Mallards, Blue Herons, 
Egrets, and many varieties of migratory 
geese indigenous to the Pacific flyway . 

.____...,;u;i........,--::................- .....................--...._.....___......_. The riparian area surrounding the lake is 
native and is left in a natural state. The lake area is ideal for school trips, nature studies, and 
the pure enjoyment of a natural lake setting. The lake and docks were designed by District 
staff. 

Fresno Metropolitan Flood 
Control District 

Board of Directors 
Frank Franco, Chairman · Roy Spina, Vice-Chairman 

George Marcus · Robert Booher · Kendall Groom Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District · Richard Welton · Darius Assemi 

Doug Harrison, General Manager 
Telephone (559) 456-3292, Fax (559) 456-3194, E-mail fmfcddh@gte.net 
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The flatness of California's central San Joaquin Valley and the rapid growth of the Valley's 
Fresno-Clovis metropolitan area have necessitated an innovative approach to stormwater man
agement. At the same time, the critical importance of water conservation and the need for rec
reational open space have presented an unparalleled opportunity for stormwater system design 
creativity. With the completion of the Sloan Johnson Oso de Oro Park for disabled children in 
1995, the resulting system has achieved a standard of community service, benefit and participa
tion rarely seen in stormwater programs. 

Beginning in the late 1950's and building on the concept of stormwater retention and recharge, 
the Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District now serves an urbanizing area of 200 square 
miles and a population of 600,000. The system incorporates 145 stormwater retention basins 
ranging in size from 10 to 40 acres, with excavated depths of 10 to 35 feet. 

The system, on average, captures and recharges to groundwater 20,000 acre feet of rainfall run
off annually, this equaling 90% of all area stormwater runoff. During the summer months when 
surface water is imported for irrigation, the system is used by water agencies to achieve addi
tional groundwater replenishment. In total, the District's stormwater system replaces 35% of the 
groundwater pumped annually to meet urban needs. But groundwater recharge is only one of the 
uses of the stormwater system. By far, the most popular is the use of basins as neighborhood 
parks. 

Basins in residential areas are excavated to shallow depths with flattened side slopes. Finished 
basins include trees, turf and sprinklers. Through a contract with the City Parks & Recreation De
partment, such sites are made available for development as active playgrounds. Today, eight ba
sins are outfitted as active playgrounds and twelve serve as passive parks. 

The most unique component of the entire system is the 10 acre Sloan Johnson Oso de Oro Lake 
Park for disabled children. 

Given the opportunity of a basin with extra design flexibility, Ms. Sloan Johnson, then a District 
Board member, challenged the agency to focus on unmet recreation needs by constructing a park 
for kids and families with special physical needs. While many parks were "accessible", none had 
been found to be wholly usable by these special kids. 

A community-wide effort was begun. Experts in adaptive recreation and physical therapy were 
formed into a design team. Neighborhood meetings were held, and parks across the country 
which had been cited for their "accessibility" were visited. The Board of Directors also began a 
fund drive to raise $250,000 for the extra costs of such a unique project. 

The project that began as a challenge to do what had not been done before is now a completed 
reality and open for use by children and adults of varying physical abilities. Total community 
gifts and grants exceeded $400,000 and thousands of volunteer hours were invested in design, 
fund raising, landscaping and construction. 

Because it is in an excavated basin, the Park's features are arrayed at three different elevations. 
The lower tier has a permanent two acre lake which also is a groundwater recharge unit. Two 
observation docks give all kids an unhindered view of evolving aquatic habitat and wildlife. 

The 5 acre middle tier has an open turf play area and a wheelchair basketball court. Two inter
pretive mazes incorporate a variety of paths, textures and colors to provide visual and sensory 
stimulation. One maze challenges sighted children, the second allows visually impaired children 
to explore unattended. The entire middle and upper tiers have wide, gently sloped walkways 
with certain segments designed to support physical therapy and athletic training. 

The park's 2 acre street level tier provides year round recreation and educational opportunities. 
Entry is through a plaza containing mural walls and sculpture by local artisans. Paths leading 
from the plaza depict aspects of California history and include a creatively designed railroad 
tunnel. 

Upper tier features include picnic and arts and crafts pavilions, small and older children's play 
areas, a 'frontier area' with a fort and adobe ruins, and a 'mining town'. Also, this tier includes a 
swing area, a tunnel and a live stream. The stream originates in a railroad water tower and log
ging flume and includes a gold panning area and antique boat. 

The restroom facility depicts early California architecture and includes several extra features. 
The changing tables can accommodate older children and a fully equipped privacy area allows 
the extra attention frequently required. 

The park includes a stair/ramp structure for mobility training and rehabilitation, and a raised 
grassed platform which serves as a therapy platform. The park also provides many roofed and 
shaded areas for children with body temperature difficulties. 

The project has received enthusiastic support from the Fresno City Council, Fresno County 
Board of Supervisors, Fresno County Schools, Fresno Unified School District, all major local hos
pitals, service clubs, foundations, dozens of businesses and hundreds of individuals. School dis
tricts have incorporated the park into adaptive recreational programs, and hospitals and other 
organizations which work with the disabled have recognized the park as a therapy and rehabili
tation facility. 

The park with its year round lake has also enhanced the neighborhood. Adjoining home owners 

i 
traded solid fences for open chain link to bring the park view into their back yard, fostering a 
mutual "pride-of-ownership" relationship between the park and its neighbors. 

The success of the Sloan Johnson Oso de Oro Lake Park stems from a reversal of traditional 
thinking. Rather than design a park for the able-bodied which was "accessible", Oso de Oro was 
designed for the disabled but made conveniently accessible for their able-bodied friends and 
family. Children with a variety of abilities or disabilities can play with little need for supervision 
and in many instances, the play environment facilitates serious physical therapy, training and 
rehabilitation. 

The concepts implemented at Oso de Oro are universal. Creativity, vision, and proper merging 
of design and commitment can recreate this result in any community. The Oso de Oro Lake Park 
can serve as a model for other communities wishing to provide recreational and educational fa
cilities for children and families with special needs. 

) ) 
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ENTRY PLAZA 

This feature creates a welcoming atmos
phere for park users and sets the Early 
California History tone. It was donated 
by a local philanthropic foundation, and 
includes a life-size sculpture of the 
California Grizzly Bear created by a 
renown local sculptor and donated by 
a local service club. 

Detail design of the plaza was done by 
District staff with the concept design by 
T.I. Maloney. 

The entry area is the only open entry and exit area of the park, which gives parents and caregiv
ers the ability to allow their children additional freedom to explore the park. 

:dic · RAILROAD TRESTLE
*~N·-

·. "l · Entering the park through this pathway 
creates an image of the role of the railroad in 
early California. The "freeform" Railroad 
trestle was designed by District staff, and the 
cement work which created the rail bed was 
done by a local concrete contractor. 

RESTROOM 

Financing of the restroom was by a donation of a 
local philanthropic foundation. It follows the 
"Early California" theme of the park using 

"Mission" 
· style ar

chitecture. 
The rest
room's 
detail de
sign was 
achieved 
by District 
staff, with 
help from 

.,,....,,_..._ valley Children's Hospital, Fresno Unified School Dis
trict and parents. 

Both the Boys and Girls restrooms are totally handi
capped equipped with rails, and large stalls. Each one,.=.,.,....., 

also has a fully equipped privacy area with an oversized changing table, sink conveniently 
nearby and a commode. The center section of the building is designed for storage of all types of 
equipment and can be used as a check out area for recreational equipment. The entire building 
is coated with a clear anti-graffiti coating to allow for easy paint removal. 

PICNIC PAVILION 

The picnic pavilion is roofed to provide shade for 
body temperature control. This feature seats ap
proximately 3 5-40 non-wheelchair bound people 
and approximately 15-25 wheelchair bound people. 
The seating is arranged with wheelchair spaces at 
random for increased social options. The area also 
contains four barbecues. Detail design done by Dis
trict staff. 

) ) 

TOT PLAY AREA 

The tot play structure is built low to 
the ground appropriately for the 
small children. A transfer point is 
provided for disabled children. 

I 

Key interface points are designed into 
the structure to promote interplay 
among the disabled children and their "" . 
able bodied friends and family. 

Many activities such as the numbers 
and letters, talk tubes, and a steering 
wheel are at ground level. The rubber 
play matting surface was selected, 
rather than sand or bark, to allow 
wheelchair access and safety. The four seat teeter-totter allows for more children to use it simul
taneously or equalizing the weight of different sized children. Other features of the Tot Play 
Area are hand holds to maintain balance, foot rest, butt bar, stand alone slide, spring toys and a 
sand play area. j. -) ) 
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Again, roofs are provided to maintain shade for body temperatur:e control. The detail design was 
done by District staff. The nearby benches provide comfort and convenience for parents/care 
providers. 

RAISED GRASS AREA 

This feature acts as an outdoor physical 
therapy floor. Its elevated design allows 
parents/care providers an easy way to 
transfer the children onto the grassed area. 
The structure also acts as a containment 
feature, assisting in keeping small kids in 
the tot area. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS PAVILION 

The Pavilion's round tables with seats left 
out at random provide increased social 
interface for the wheelchair bound. The 
pavilion was funded in part by a grant from 
the Fresno Unified School District to create ) 
a "classroom" area for school field trips 

_ and give school age youth a sense of own
ership in the park. 

The openness of the pavilion and its cen
tral location allows for total observation of 
the park, including views of the stream and 

Oso de Oro lake. The surrounding split rail fencing is composed of concrete. Besides its durable 
qualities, the fence prevents wood splinters in children. Splinters are often serious problems in 
children whose lack of feeling in certain body areas prevents detection. The pavilion is also 
roofed to provide shade, for body temperature control. 

STREAM 

Designed by District- staff, the stream was 
funded by a grant from the State Parks and 
Recreation Habitat Conservation Fund. The 
early California railroad steam engine water 
tower was built by a volunteer. The stream is 
lined with boulders from the Sierras, and is 
self-contained, with a submersible pump 
and recirculation system. Treated water aug
mented by on-site chlorination is used to 
ensure public safety. 

• 
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16' RIVER BOAT 

Custom made for the park and funded by 
the Fig Garden Rotary Club. This feature 
has wheelchair access across rubber play 
matting. The boat was manufactured by 
a Wisconsin company. This park feature, 
designed by District staff, allows all kids 
access into the boat and to the pilot wheel. 
The Boat sits immediately adjoining the 
stream and the recirculating pool; and it 
provides an overlook to the stream. 

• 
Page 6 

The concrete ramp and sand beach area allow 
children to access the stream in a shallow area 
for "gold panning". This is especially important 
to children in wheelchairs because access to a 
live stream is generally unavailable. The con
crete "beach" area prevents the wheels from be
coming stuck. 

RAISED SAND PLAY AREA 

Provides comfortable access to water/sand 
play for children in wheelchairs. This area 
was designed by District staff and includes 
push button water faucets to facilitate 
creative play. 

j 



lMURAL wALLS 

There are three 5 foot x 10 foot ceramic mural 
walls, which were all hand-painted and fired by a 
local artist. The mural themes are: California 
Coastline, Valley Floor and Railroad, and Yosem
ite Valley. 

MINING TOWN 

The store front was designed by District 
staff and built by District employees and 
volunteers. Sloan Johnson created the signs 
depicting aspects of commerce in an early 
California mining town. The sand excavators 
let kids dig for ore, with one positioned spe
cifically for children in wheelchairs. The ore 
cart continues the mining theme. 

STAIRS/RAMP 

This is a feature commonly found in reha
bilitation centers. It is used to train the blind 
to use stairs and ramps, and also in rehabili
tation therapy for the disabled and injured. 
It was requested as an addition to the park 

..:, by those specialists working in these par
ticular training and therapy disciplines. The 

,; • stairs and ramp were designed by District 
staff. 

• 

• • 

This feature represents the "remains of an 
early California Fort". The timbers were 
manufactured from recycled plastic milk 
cartons. The material is durable and prevents 
splinters which could remain undetected and 
cause infection in children with lack of feel
ing due to paralysis. 

TUNNEL 

The Tunnel, formed from 96" pipe and then 
gunnited and painted, was donated by a local 
gunnite manufacturer and a local hospital. It 
gives the feeling of a mountain tunnel which 
connects the fort and the mission ruins site.

) The soil cement in the tunnel and leading to 
the ruins gives the look of a weathered clay 
road. The tunnel was designed by District 
staff. 

MISSION RUINS 

The Mission Ruins were designed by 
District staff to depict the remains of an 
early Spanish structure. Features include 
the play matting, soil cement and a well. 

j 
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l INTERPRETIVE MAZE AREAS 
• 

BIG KIDS' PlAY AREA 

The big kids' play area was designed to 
be accessible and useable by all chil
dren, specifically to integrate able
bodied and disabled kids into interac
tive play. The play matting was chosen 
instead of sand or wood chips to pro
vide safety and a means for wheelchair 
access to the structure. The foundation 
under the structure was deepened and 

the structure lowered to ground level so 
wheelchairs could roll directly onto the 
ramps. Wheelchairs can move throughout 
the entire structure. Much of the play equip
ment is on the main level of the structure to 
facilitate interplay. A transfer point was cre
ated to allow movement from the slide to a 
wheelchair near the bottom of the slide. The 
horizontal bar together with the sloped 

- deck allows the wheelchair to follow the 
child using the bar, to the structure. 

~-..__,,. The materials used in the structure include 
recycled aluminum and soup cans. The 
posts are made from recycled plastic milk )

containers which simulate wood and are extremely durable. Again, wood was not used to 
avoid possible splinters. Talk tubes are positioned in the area for children to talk to each other 
from different vantage points. 

SWINGS 

The swing area was donated by another ser
vice club. There are four types of swings for 
children of different abilities - the regular 
bench type, the adult sized chair seat with 

West Maze: For sighted kids, the maze leads chil
dren along separate trails, following bear and deer 
prints, and leaf patterns embedded in the con
crete. Talk tubes connect key features and a vari
ety of plants create the maze walls. Shade roofs 
are provided and the nearby seating gives par
ents/care providers comfortable and convenient 
watch points. 

East Maze: For sight-impaired kids, this 
maze was funded by an anonymous donor. It 
provides sensory awareness for the blind and 
visually impaired - shapes, textures, plants, 

~ talk tube sounds, and colors. It challenges kids 
to navigate pathways, without dangers or ob
stacles, following special ground surface tex
tures, ropes, chains, block walks and iron 
fence. Success in the maze builds self-esteem, 
confidence and mobility skills. The maze walls 

are lined with specially created, brightly colored "Braille" tiles depicting California History 
events and State symbols. This area of the park is the center piece of the annual Blind Babies 
Foundation Easter event. 

BASKETBALL COURT 

Designed by District staff and funded by another 
local service club. This feature is made up of two 
slick half court wheelchair basketball courts 
with adjustable nets. The dirt berm surrounding 
the west side is to contain balls from rolling 
away. 

straps, the bucket type for small children, and 
the molded seat with straps. The area has mini
mum six foot clear areas and uses the play 
matting for safety and wheelchair access. The 
swings unit was also designed by District staff. 
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