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Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions shou Id be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided. 

Project Name Sandy Bot tom Nature Park Location Ha □ pton, Vir :;inia 

Owner City of Hampton 

Project use(s) Environmental Education/Wildlife Management/ Passive Recreation 

ProjectSize 456 acres TotalDevelopmentCost $7.5 million 

Annual Operating Budget (if appropriate) $4 6 5 , 9 00 

Datelnitiated October, 1994 PercentCompleted,Decemberl,2001 90% 

Project Completion Date (if appropriate) September 2 2002 

Attach, if you wish, a Iist of relevant project dates 

Application submitted by: 

Name Pat Parker Title President 

Organization Friends of Sandy Bot tom Nature Park 

Address 5 7 Buffalo Drive City/State/Zip Hampton VA 23664 

Telephone (7 5 TB 51- 92 52 Fax(]57) 864-7466 

E-mail pa tricia. parker 3@a t t. net Weekend Contact Number (for notification):C 7 5 7 ) 8 51 - 9 2 5 2 

Key Participants (Attach an additional sheet if needed) 

Organization Key Participant Telephone/e-mail 

Public A encies 

City of Hampton/Parks &Recreation Chris Hickman (757)825-4657 

Architect/Designer Robert E. Parker (Ed) Robert E. Parker (757)827-8960 

Developer Cochran Construction Co. Don Cochran (757)826-2510 

Bud Curtis (757)499-4224Professional Consultant URS Cons·ul tan t S 

Community Group Friends of Sandy Bot tom Peggy Slifer (757)873-0375 

Other Curtis Contracting Inc. Bill Richards, P.E. (757)888-2009 

City of Hampton/Public Works Fred Whitley (757)727-6209 

Please indicate how you learned of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. (Check all that apply). 

_ Direct Mailing _ Magazine Advertisement Previous RBA entrant _ Other (please specify) 
X Professional _ Newsletter Previous Selection Committee member 

Organization _ Magazine Calendar 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, and 
post on the Bruner Foundation web sites, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority 
to submit the plication and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 
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ABSTRACT 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided. 

Project Name Sandy Bottom Nature Park 

Location Hampton, Virginia 

1. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. Sandy Bot torn Nature Park was conceived 
from a 456 acre land area in the City of Hampton, Virginia. The property had 
been in the possession of the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) 
since the early 195O's, when it was used for borrow mining operations for 
highway construction. It subsequently fell subject to abuse and neglect by 
4-wheelers, illegal hunting, homeless tent camps, and illegal dumping. The 
City of Hampton, spurred on by citizen groups, accepted ownership of the prop
erty from VDOT in 1992. A staff was hired in 1994 to begin conversion of the 
property to a nature park. Since then, the facility has evolved into an oasis 
in the middle of urban sprawl. There is an environmental education center 
with an exhibit area, conference room, cl~ssroorn, and library. Other facilities 
include tent cabins, picnic shelters, and o_utdoor classroom, a wildlife 
rehabilitation and exhibit area, scenic overlooks, two lakes, a fishing pier, 
and several miles of trails. A gift shop and boat rentals are also available. 
The progress continues with the conversion of 52 acres of mining pit into a 
wetland. This project will add habitat for wildlife and will be enhanced by 
boardwalks, overlooks, and canoe trails. The major goals are to promote 
environmental education, providing an area for our children to learn to appre
ciate the natural environment, and to preserve land for wildlife habitat in 
a growing urban area. · 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 
urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues;designquality.) This project merits the award for its innovative concept and 

design. The facility literally arose from piles of garbage to become a first 
class facility for environmental education. The former eyesore to the city 
is now a treasure to the region. The property had been eyed by developers 
for a business park, apartments, and a shopping center. The City of Hampton 
stood to gain considerable tax revenue in'tlii'.s case. Instead, it listened to 
its citizens and turned the largest remaining open space in the city into a 
nature patk. The design called for§ .human activity core area, an interpre
tive area, a wildlife management area, and a wildlife core area. A park 
manager was hired for the 456 acre facility, who subsequently hired a staff of 
park rangers, biologists, and interpreters. A unique public facility was 
born. Original estimates of annual attendance at the park was 70,000. 
Annual visitation now exceeds 500,000 and is still growing as facilities are 
developed. Two hundred tons of trash, old cars, and rusted appliances were 
hauled away to create this magnificent facility. The trees were saved, no 
forests were bulldozed, and the community has a place to coexist with the 
wildlife that would have had no place else to go. This has truly been a 
story of trash to treasure and a victory for the environment in an urban 
setting. 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided. 

1. What local issues did this project address? How has it affected the local community? Local issues addressed by this 
project were land use, wildlife habitat conservation, retail tax base, and 
public recreation. A survey was sent to citizens to determine preferences for 
land use at this site. Passive recreational activities such as hiking, fishing, 
biking, and nature oriented activities topped the list. Community meetings 
were held with discussions on the proposed plan. A grassroots organization 
emerged in full support of a nature park. Some of the reasons included 
dwindling open spaces and natural areas. Being in the path of theiAtlarttic 
Flyway for migratory birds, rest stops and feeding areas are essential. This 
park would provide a haven for these birds during migration, as well as other 
animal habitats. The park was subsequently found to be the home of two state 
endangered species; the Canebrake rattlesnake and the Mabee's salamander. 
These species' habitats would have been destroyed if the plan~had not been 
developed. 

The project has had a tremendously positive affect on the community. 
Recently, a developer wanted to buy two acres of the park to combine with 
privately owned property for a shopping center. The community was outraged. 
The local newspaper carried daily articles and letters to the editor until the 
matter was completely dropped. The community has developed a sense of owner
ship of the facility and is proud to have it in our city. Many people are 
surprised to discover that it is a city facility, instead of a state or federal 
park. The quality of the programs and facilities is exceptional. Visitors are 
drawn to the park again and again from the community, as well as, from around 
the region. 

2. Describe the underlying values of the project. What, if any, signifcant tradeoffs were required to implement the project? 

The underlying values of the project include creating anesthetic atmosphere 
in a tranquil setting for the citizens of the region. The concept of a nature 
park was born primarily for the preservation of a natural area, but the design 
considerations were extremely important. In order for the project to be 
accepted, there had to be a tradeoff in human-oriented amenities. Thus, the 
design of the nature center, with breathtaking views from its 24-foot glass 
walls, emerged. It has become a favorite spot in th~'.region for weddings and 
receptions. The design of all facilities compliments the nature center. The 
visitor has a pleasant experience while walking through the park enjoying 
overlooks and covered bridges. Even the picnic shelters and maintenance facility 
reflect the esthetic design. The city managed to create a facility with an 
environmental theme, but with a popular attraction appeal. The most obvious 
tradeoff came when the city agreed to develop the nature park instead of 
letting privat~ developers buy the land. The revenue that the city relinquished 
in taxes would have been enormous for a commercial property of this size. 
The city is to be commended for its decision to preserve one of its last, and 
the largest, open space areas. 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION (CONT'D) 

3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where appropriate. 

The key elements in the development process included the transfer of the 
property from the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to the City of 
Hampton. At issue here was the use of part of the site for wetland mitigation. 
VDOT deeded the property to the city with the stipulation that 52 acres of 
borrow mining pit be converted into a wetland marsh area. This deal will only 
enhance the project by providing more wildlife habitat and more recreational 
opportunities. The mitigation project, just underway, will provide multiuse 
hiking trails, canoeing trails, overlooks, and boardwalks. Another key element 
was the city's decision to actually clean up the property and build a nature 
park. A community grassroots organization, now known as The Friends of Sandy 
Bottom Nature Park, campaigned hard and brought the community together to help 
the city make the park a reality. The completion of the nature center marked 
the grand opening of the facility in 1996. 

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square foot costs where applicable. 

$3.2 million ~as appropriated for the initial-~roject. This funding was the 
result of a bond referendum which was approved by the citizens of Hampton. 
This fund was used to construct the nature center, the campground restroom 
facility, and the maintenance area. Approximately $700,000 was used to purchase 
140 acres of privately owned fringe property, bringing the total acreage to 
456. Georgia Pacific provided materials for the outdoor clasiroom. The 
Virginia Game Department funded the fishing piercat a cost of $25,000. A 
Virginia Recreational Trails Grant funded most of the trail work at $35,000. 
The amphitheater, overlooks, picnic shelters, etc. were funded through the 
operational budget and were built by community volunteers with park staff 
guidance. Volunteers provided most of the labor for blazing trails. The 
Virginia Department of Transportation is funding $4.3 million for the wetland 
mitigation project and associated amenities. 

5. Is the project unique? If so, how is the model adaptable to other urban settings? 

The project has many unique aspects. It is unusual for a municipality to put 
this kind of effort into this type of project. The city economics are lagging 
in comparison to most of the region. However, by investing in this facility, 
they have set the stage for economic progress. Potential business and industry 
clients are usually broughtto the facility for luncheon meetings. The atmos
phere and beauty of the park is used to lure potential industry to the city. 
Other urban areas should take a hard look at what has been accomplished here. 
Municipalities should plan ahead for open spaces before it becomes too late. 
Children in cities need to be able to experience the natural environment and to 
actually see wildlife in their natural habitats. Sandy Bottom Nature Park 
provides this unique opportunity ... and it's free! 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a design professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other design professionals if desired. 

Organization /?oked:eJ: /?,~ ~hifecf: 

E-mail r,epan;bifed-(!; kJn,Ht:ti/. C'r>r} 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and atta hed ~rials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Si nature ,,..___.,,-,~_,,, C- / t-A-.---

1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc. 

Being that promoting and showcasing nature was the purpose of this 450 acre park in the middle ofsubwban 
Hampton, VA, the building and choice of materials needed to support this goal provides the visitor the opportunity 
to experience nature both inside and outside the facility without interfering with this process. The building layout 
consists of two, approximately 1600 SF rooms, joined together by a 2200 SF circulation/support space. The two 
large end rooms serve as exhibit space and assembly/classroom space. The circulation/support areas house the 
administration offices, restroom, mechanical, and connecting exhibit corridor. The building is sited on a lake to 
the NE, a wooded picnic area to the SE, and an open grassy area to the NW. The main enuy to the building is 
from the SW into the exhibit area, which is functionally the "rear" of the building with a screened mechanical 
area. This was done to keep the lake side of the building free from obstacles that would interfere with the lake 
view and provide a secondary enuy into the connecting support space for direct access to the restrooms from the 
outside. The two large end rooms consists of three window walls that make the spaces part of the outdoors which 
we are showcasing. The materials selected utilized an exposed laminated wood structure set on a native brick base 
creating a bench seat/shelf along the complete exterior wall to the inside. Wall finishes are painted gypsum board 
panels set between the wood column structure to expose as much of the wood structure as possible. The building is 
primarily rectangular shaped with a gable roof and four large projected dormer wings which provide the six gable 
end walls for the window wall elements. 

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design. 

The two large rooms serve to exhibit and facilitate both an awareness of the natural world and an opportunity to 
engage each other in the social world. The exhibit room gives the visitor an opportunity to interact with nature. 
Exhibits include displays of natural habitats of indigenous species of animal and plant life. While the assembly 
space gives opportunity for social interaction with each other within the natural environment. The assembly space 
has proven to be a most desirable space for both public and private social events. 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

3. Describe the major cha llenges of design ing this project and any design tradeoffs or comprom ises required to comp lete the project. 

As with any publicly funded project, the construction budget is a main challenge. The City of Hampton provided 
materials and labor to construct the roadway and parking facilities. The Nature Center Building itself remained a 
key element in the development of the project and was preserved intact by modifying or delaying other elements in 
the park for future development. From a site development viewpoint, the siting of the Nature Center along with a 
playground area and a maintenance area to respond to a future change in the primary park entrance was a 
challenge. Siting the development to minimize traffic noise from an adjacent interstate highway was also a 
consideration. The building itself had the challenge of integrating the mechanical air distribution system into an 
open exposed structure window walled room. This was accomplished by suspending a bulkhead "donut" 
in the space to conceal the air distribution ducts and it also served to support exhibit lighting. The glue laminated 
wood structure presented a framing challenge due to the large dormer wings tying into the main gable roof 
structure. Alternate framing schemes were developed and evaluated. 

4. Descr ibe the way in which the project re lates to its urban context. 

The 450 acre park is in the middle of suburban Hampton, Virginia providing a natural oasis for recreation and an 
opportunity to reconnect with nature. It is a popular park that strives to maintain the natural habitat and makes it 
accessible to the public. Bordered on two sides by major roads and one side by an interstate highway; it is a 
welcomed retreat from the busyness of city life. 

5. Descri be the strengths and weaknesses of the project's design and architecture. 

Strengths include the project's overall success in making the natural world accessible to the public and at the same 
time reserving and protecting its natural beauty and function in the environment. The public has embraced this 
effort and has demonstrated ownership and a sense of pride in the development. Possible weaknesses include the 
relative small size of the Nature Center and currently developed outdoor areas as compared to it's acceptance and 
use by the public. Some of this was driven by the funding of the project and some of it was by design to limit and 
control the public impact on the natural habitat. 



.PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If po~sible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written ·directly on the forms . If the forins are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a ptofessionaf who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, legal, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other professionals if desired. 

Name t-.~ lU O \'1! -W C,.M. t2--'"T I 5 

Organization U.R. S C..o~'? o (-:: tt'- to ,.J Telenhone ( '? f 7 - '-t CJ 'i- 41.--z.. '/ 
City/State/ZIP t/11rvw IC,, [1e,u:,I.. t/A 'Z.1 <{e,.. L 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the mat rials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
applicatior1 and alf attache aterials and to grant these rights a permissions. 

Si natur~ 

1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 
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2 . From your perspective, how wa!I the project Intended to benefit the urban environment? 
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3. Oescnbe the proiect s impact on ,ts surroundings and on the people m the area. Do you have data that document these impacts? 
Attach supplementary material as appropriate. 
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PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

4. What tradeoffs and compromises were required during the development of the projectl How did your organization patticipate in 
making them? . 
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5. What are the mo5t and least successful aspects of this project? 
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6. How might this project be instructive to other~ in your profession? 
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:,,DE~ELOPER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and ;mswers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which il responds, and the length of each answer should be limited lo the area 
provided. 

This sheet is to be filled out by the person who took primary responsibility for project financing or is a representative of the group which 
did. 

Name Don R. Cochran Title President 

Organization Cochran Construction Company Telephone (7 57 82 6-2510 

Address 701 Industry Drive City/State/ZIP Hampton, VA 2 3 6 61 

Fax (7 5 7) 827-05 77 E-mail chazman@exis.net 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that th pplicant has full power an , uthority to submit the 
application and II attached mater~and~grant these rights and pern ·. on . 
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1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this pr iect? Describe the scope of involvement. 

By virtue of being the low bidder we became involved in this project 
as a general contractor. We were responsible for a portion of the 
site work as well as the nature center itself. In this capacity 
we were responsible for the coordination of all trades involved as 
well as the quality control of all labor and materials to insure 
that the nature center met all contractural requirements. 

2. What, if any, modifications were made to the original proposJI as the project was developed? What tr;ideoffs or compromises were 
required during the development of the project? 

There were very few modifications made to the original plans and 
specifications during construction as the Architects and Engineers 
had done a very good job of coordinating their efforts which kept 
changes at a minimum. 

3. How was the project financed? What, if any, innovative means of financing were used? 

We had no role in the financing of this project. 

mailto:chazman@exis.net


: DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

4. How did the financial benefits and economic impzicts of this project compare with or differ from other projects you hzive been 
involved in? 

We had no role in the financing of this project. 

5. What about this project would be instructive to other developers? 

We are not qualified, as general contractors, to respond to this 
question. 

6. What are the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

From our standpoint we felt that the most successful part of the 
project was the architecturally complimentary manner in which the 
nature center merged with its natural setting. 



COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided. 

This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project 
respond to neighborhood issues. 

Name Pe·(i,,:~ J°;:...~S,_.J""'...i~..;..>.:::.~.a·==--~-------'--'Ti=tle'-------'5=e=c.=·.._t,._e_,,,"'"'"teu::=.....,.~q----------

Organization Ft i e-n d.s ~ So.-vv1t { f3:yfto l'.Y\ Telephone (1S3 2 7 ,3 - c) 3 ZS: 
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V 
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The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 



PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided. 
This sheet is to be filled out by staff representative(s) of public agency(ies) who were directly involved in the financing, design review, or 
public approvals that affected this project. 

Name Christopher T. Hickman Title Park Manager, Sandy Bot tom 

Organization City of Hampton/ Parks & Rec Telephone V57) 82 5-46 57 

Address 1255 Big Bethel Road, City/State/ZIP Hampton VA 23666 

FaxV57 )825-4658 E-mail sbot tom@city. hampton. va. us 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, th materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application an .MIT>e>t.r,,rhecimate s and to rant these gl:its nd permissions. 
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1. What role did your agency play in the development of this project? Describe any requirements made of this project by your agency 
(e.g., zoning, public participation, public benefits, impact statements). 

The City of Hampton initiated the project by accepting ownership of the pro
perty from the Virginia Department of Transportation. Much of the funding 

0was a result of a bond referendum presented to the citizens by the city. 
The citizens worked with'the city to make the project a reality. Under 
pressure from the citizenry, the city council passed an ordinance to develop 
the property as a nature park and to perpetuate that use. As the project was 
turned over to the Hampton Parks and Recreation Department, it was determined 
that it would be developed and operated as an environmental education facility. 

2. How was this project intended to benefit your city? What tradeoffs and compromises were required to implement the project? How 
did your agency participate in making them? 

The project was intended to benefit the city by providing passive recreational 
opportunities to its citizens. It provides a place for visitors to escape to 
a natural environment where they could walk their dogs, jog, fish, or just 
enjoy nature ... all located right in the heart of the city. And here they 
don't have to worry about crime. Park rangers patrol the facility 24 hours 
a day for visitor protection. The park rangers are also trained in the area 
of natural resources, so that they may answer visitor questions. A library, 
with nature field guides, is available to assist the public in their own 
quest for knowledge of local flora and fauna. It also benefits the city by 
providing a place where local school systems can meet the requirements of 
science curricula. The park programs are all geared toward satisfying the 
state-mandated ''Standards of Learning" (SOL's) in science. The tradeoff was 
immense for the city. Millions of dollars in tax revenue were sacrificed 
in order to make this dream a reality. The Parks and Recreation Department 
fully supported this project and facilitated many public meetings. 



PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

·, 

3. Describe the project's impact on the neighborhood and the city. Please attach relevant data where available. 

The impact of the project was phenominal in, not only the neighborhood and 
city, but in the region. Television and newspaper coverage abounded when 
the project was being developed, and after its grand opening. The success 
of the project, its use by the community, and the quality of its educational 
programming continue to astonish everyone who was involved with the project. 

(Newspaper articles attached.) Th-e..-s<--- o..-r-e. -p fa..c..e..J i I\ +-tiie_ ''op+,'t)ne:J 
5 ~pf 1-e..m-e-n+a.r-~ 'Pa:] es 1

' po~ i +;on , 

4. Did this project result in new models of public/private partnerships? Are there aspects of this project that would be instructive to 
agencies like yours in other cities? 

Many partnerships resulted from this project. Some of them include, The 
Friends of Sandy Bottom Nature Park, The Sierra Club, The Tidewater Appala
chain Trail Club, The Peninsula Pathfinders, scouting organizations and local 
businesses such as Wal-Mart. School partnerships evolved from the standpoint 
of educational programming, after-school Junior Ranger programs at several 
schools, and a region-wide partnership with CHROME (a mentoring program for 
students interested:in careers in engineering, math, or science). Other 
partnerships, such as with the Hofler Creek Wildlife Foundation of Portsmouth, 
Virginia, resulted from Sandy Bottom Nature Park serving as a model.: Rep
resentatives from several cities in the region have toured the park and asked 
for guidance in developing similar plans. The project as a whole should serve 
as a model as to what can be accomplished if the proper processes are followed. 

5. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The most successful aspect of the project was its ability to bring the 
community together for a common cause. The community now has a sense of 
pride and ownership in the park. Other successes include the environmental 
education programs, the wildlife rehabilitation program, the popularity of, 
the public use facilities, and the preservation of natural habitats. The 
success of the facility will be presented at the 2001 National Urban Wildli.fe 
Management Conference in Omaha, Nebraska in May. One unsuccessful aspect 
is that we could not convince the Virginia Department of Transportation to 
erect a sound wall in one section of the park near an interstate. Another was 
an attempt to show nature movies at the amphitheater in the evenings. Mos
quitoes made this unpopular. 

https://Wildli.fe


OTHER PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants shou ld feel free to use photocopies of the app li cation fo rms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the fo rms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limi ted to the area 
provided. 

Name William E. Richards, P.E. Title Construction Engineer 

Organization Curtis Contracting Inc. Telephone c75 ~ 888-2009 

Address P. 0. Box 2182 City/State/ZIP Newport News VA 23609 

Fax(757) 888-2472 E-mail curtis@vi si. net 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make avai lable for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the mate.rials submitted. The applicant warrants that the app licant has full power and authori ty to submit the 
application and all attached-tnr1tPri=>k ;:, nrl tn or;:int ese ri ht_ran pe.¢1issionc. 
Signature /~Z... . .. _·__________________ 
1.Whatroledidyouplayinthedevelqpmentofthisproject? Curtis Contracting Inc. (CCI), is currently 

constructing the wetland restoration project that is located at Sandy Botto~ 
Nature Park, in the city of Hampton, VA. We are quite excited about construct
ing this project and assisting the park in this development and effort. CCI's 
role, in simplified terms; will be to divide a 100+ acre ''bbrrow pit" lake 
in' half through the construction of a dike. The upper portion will remain as 
public lakes for the park. The lower portion will be converted into a 52+ 
acre wetland witli nature trails circumferencing all lakes. The lower portion 
of the existing lake has a low pH and will be treated with lime in a restoration 
effort. In addition, the grades in the lower lakes will be raised to create a 
three tier wetland, utilizing subgrade material with a required pH. After 
constructing the wetland~ we will monitor the water quality and level, and then 
put in the wetland plants. We wi ll enhance the nature trails and provide both 
a pedestrian bridge and an observation tower: We anticipate construction to 
be completed by Spring, 2002. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the neighborhood and the city. Include any data or supplementary materials that 
supportyourconclusions. The existing lakes were created as "borrow pits" when fill 

material was needed for the construction of Interstate 64. This site provided 
the material to build a major arterial intersJate highway through the city 
back in the 1960's. The interstate system has had a major impact in the devel
opment of this city, the state, as well as enhanced transportation for the 
entire nation. After completion of the interstate project, this "borrow site" 
was abandoned and often vandalized. Purchased by the state, it was provided to 
the city of Hampton, with the stipulation that a portion of the "borrow pit" 
lakes be utilized as a wetland some time in the future. Recently, with the 
building of the East/West Expressway ( Hampton Roads Parkway) and several other 
projects, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VD0T) agreed to develop 
the wetlands at Sandy Bottom Nature Park in an effort to offset wetlands 
impacted by highway projects. VD0T, in conjunction with the Park Service and 
the City of Hampton, developed and advertised this wetland restoration project. 
It is ironic, as well as exciting, that this site helped develop the initial 
interstate system and will soon serve as a wetland site for bbth ' the public 
and even aid VD0T to construct additional highways to serve both the public 
and especially the citizens 6f the city of Hampton. A true story of success 
to failure and back to success once again! 



OTHER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

3. What tradeoffs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you particip;ite in m;iking them? 

Curtis Contracting Inc. is now constructing the wetland restoration project. 
As the prime contractor, we are working in ''public waters" governed by several 
permits. We are stressing, and are committed to, being good stewards to the 
environment while also constructing a quality project. , We believe this pro
ject demonstrates that a contractor can develop~ a project with minimal 
impact to the environment, and still benefit the public. 

4. What are the most and least successful aspects of the project? 

The success i~ th~t thi~·site has twice perservered in urban development. 
The fact is that a wetland site is being generated and can be utilized by 
the public within the park's boundary. We believe that this project is a 
win, win, win story! 
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THE PARK 

SanllY Bottom Na1Ure Par1c Is a 466-acre 
environmental educaflon and wlldllfe manage
ment facllltY. Bam from borrow pi1s and garbage 
dumps, the par1c Is truJy a success stosy of 
reclamation of our natural resources. Tac:tv, 
the par1c Is a haven far wildlfe 
and naturalists alike. Fram the 
beautifUI 1o.c>OO-square foot 
Nature Center averlaaklnl 
Sanctv Bottom Lake to the 
elusive creatures who Inhabit 
the wetland marshes, there Is 
al\WIYS something ta look for
ward to. The CitY of Hampton, 
Virginia, is proud to invite_yau 

.·,-to visit and to experience a . · . :_ 
·place of natural beaU1Y, SantJy · 
Bonam Nature Park. ·• .·.. ·Natu -

• 'Ill ' •• • 

.. 

A HAVEN FOR WILDLIFE 

The park offers a·variety of~_habitats, 
,_· kldudi · ·1ak~ ,..·11, lake e"'- :oiwii,;lf!"'h .....___ .. · · . . .. •"! . ng P:00 . ......... ~·!1»"·.... --·~., . . ...,.. 

.._}fr·"··== t' and foresf,eklge. HereMw observ&.',1-/ :;-: .. ... 
· :; t · ri;ty ofwikilife:$1ieh as--~~-river ~ :-'.:'; ·,· · 

1 wl, turtles and birds o,:prv. The wildlife · 
, \nagement area QOUnds with riving things. 
Viiu mv not al~ see them, but thV are · 

Jhere, and thu·<fQ_see_you. · · ·... · 
. , ••: ~ . . . :.;), ·· . _:··.;_:.:f_:_ ·. ~ ~ : :_:_ 
··==·-: ... =. /r._· .: =-;·_-/ ~=~--. . 

THE RECOVERY CONTINUES 

The two lakes an the par1c Pl aparty, SanCIY 
Bottom Lake and Qystal Lake, thaulh both 
dug as borrow mining pits, tell two vesy different 
stories. Park staff will share this with.YOU and 
liVe Insight Into the ~or plans far the fUture 

afaneof 
thelakesl 

I Old scars 
In the earth 
are tragic 
signs of the 
destruction 
which once 
reigned upon 
the plants 

. .and animals. 
·· Faur-wheel 

-~ : drive vehicles 
. -- .---· . transported 

humans onto the propertY, not to eniQY nature, 
but to hunt illeg~IJy~ PartY, and dump garbage. 
.Now·the·scars·hav~ filled with·wat.-; creating · · 
new habitats far wetland plants and amphibians. 
The spring breezes once again are filed with 
the music of frogs and insects, Instead of dirt 
bikes and gunshots. Old roads are now tranquD, •~ . • 

. tre►. Uned trails with. few-remindel:$ of .what once ·.·. . '·· •·-: 'happened hn ,... ; .. :.· .. . ..:.. :·:·;,: ·.. .. . ·.:' ::- :.. .:- ; 
Come discover v,hat nature was meant to be ·' 

at San(/y Baffam Nature Parld 
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Saturday, Dec. 16, 2000 1:00 - 2:00 PM 
"Winter Feast for Wildlife" 

Who feeds the animals during the winter? You can! 
Join a park naturalist at the Nature Center and create ~ 

a feast for Sandy Bottom's birds and mammals. 
Dress to go outside, briefly, to set out your feast. 

You will make some extra goodies to take home to 
your own backyard buddies. This is a child' s program, but an 

adult is needed to assist each child. 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 2000 1:30 - 2:30 PM 
"Sunday Nature Hike at SBNP" 

Join a park naturalist for a leisurely nature hike. Start 
out in the Nature Center looking at our critters, and 

then hike along the lake to observe the natural habitats 
of SBNP. Finally, visit our Wildlife Exhibit Area 
where we are caring for non-releasable animals. 

No weekend interpretive programs will be offered 
for the rest of the year. 

Sandy Bottom Nature Park will be closed Monday, 
December 25, 2000 

Weekend interpretive programs will begin again Fri
day, January 5, 2001 

December 2000 
December Nature Programs 

at 
Sandy Bottom Nature Park 

Sign up at the Sandy Bottom Nature Center 
or Call 825-4657 

Programs are limited to 20-25 participants. 
If raining, please call to confirm. 

Sandy Bottom Nature Park 
1255 Big Bethel Road Hampton, VA 23666 

www.hampton.va.us/sandybottom 
or 

www.hampton.va.us/parks 

www.hampton.va.us/parks
www.hampton.va.us/sandybottom


.Friday, Dec. 1,.2000 7:00 - 8:00 PM 
"Robin Welch in Concert: Seasonal Sounds" 

Classical guitarist Robin Welch will perform seasonal 
sounds in concert. The performance will be located 
inside the conference room of Sandy Bottom Nature 
Park's Nature Center. Join us for the mellow sounds 

of the season to put you in the holiday mood. Reserva
tions are NOT necessary for the performance, but seat

ing is limited to 100 persons. 

Saturday, Dec. 2, 2000 10:00 - 11:30 AM 
"Crafty Christmas Tree Trimming" 

Come learn how to decorate your Christmas tree • 
with natural ornaments. Robijean Osther, Home 
Decorating Specialist from Frank's Nursery will 
be on hand to show you how to use pine cones, pods 
and other natural materials to make holiday decora-

tions. 

Sunday, Dec. 3, 2000 1:30 - 2:30 PM 
"Sunday Nature Hike at SBNP" 
Join a park naturalist for a leisurely nature hike. Start out 

in the Nature Center looking at our critters, and then 
hike along the lake to observe the natural habitats of 

SBNP. Finally, visit our Wildlife Exhibit Area where we 
are caring for non-releasable animals. 

Friday, Dec. 8 2000 7:00 - 8:00 PM 
"Autumn Night Hike" 

Come on a night hike at Sandy Bottom Nature Park and find out 
what kinds of animals inhabit the area. Travel 

through the forest and along the lake's edge to dis
cover these nocturnal creatures. Learn how these 
animals are preparing for the cold winter months. 

You may see a raccoon or hear the distant hoot of an 
owl. Bring a flashlight and a friend. 

Saturday, Dec. 9, 2000 10:00 - 11:00 AM 
"Photography for Fun" 

Holidays are a great time to capture those special mo- , 
ments with friends and ~e!atives in pi_ctures. Make t_he r~.: 
most of these opporturut1es by learning how to avoid · 
some ofthe common pitfalls of taking pictures. Mr. 

John Wilt of Camera City will be on hand to present 
information and answer your questions to help you 

take the best holiday pictures possible. 

Sunday, Dec. 10, 2000 1:30 - 2:30 PM 
"Sunday Nature Hike at SBNP" 

Join a park naturalist for a leisurely nature hike. Start 
out in the Nature Center looking at our critters, and 

then hike along the lake to observe the natural habitats 
of SBNP. Finally, visit our Wildlife Exhibit Area 
where we are caring for non-releasable animals. 

Friday, Dec. 15, 2000 7:00 - 8:00 PM 
"Star Gazing" 

As the haze of autumn disappears, the night sky comes alive with 
the stars ofwinter. Join a park naturalist as we gaze 

into the heavens. We will look for Leo the Lion, Can-~ 
cer the Crab and watch Ursa Major, the Great Bear, and ;;.,,::; 
elude Orion the Hunter. Using our telescope, we will 
be able to see the moons of Jupiter. If it is cloudy out-
side, we will meet and take a night hike. So, bring a --

flashlight and dress warm. 
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"The funds will go towardSandy Bottom environmental field testing 
equipment which will bebeing turned available, free of charge, to 
schools and groups in theinto nature park Hampton Roads area," Hick

By Bobble Harville man says.
Daily Press · Funds will also be used to 

HAMPTON construct wildlife field obser
Imagine a place that boasts vation stations, boardwalks,

freshwater fishing, natural and outdoor classrooms for 
classrooms, camping, trails, public use. 
playgrounds - plus an That's great news for stu
amphitheater. dents and science educators,

Hampton is on the verge of says Chris Smith, a science 
having that and more at teacher at Bethel High
Sandy Bottom Nature Park, School. 
450 acres being developed off "We're mainly looking at
Big Bethel Road. the Sandy Bottom Nature 

The construction of facili Park for field trips," he says.
ties is expected to begin in "It's a study area tha(we can 
June and will open in phases use for environmental educa
starting in late summer, says tion." 
park manager Chris Hick Smith says normally stu
man. The park is expected to dents would have to go out
be completed by this time side of Hampton to places
next year. such as the Virginia .Living

Anyone who wants to Museum for such experi
sneak a peek can check out ences. 
activities at Sandy Bottom this · Hickman says park per
weekend, Hickman·says. sonnel involved young people

"Our big attraction for-the m the park process early by
Earth Day weekend will be holding a contest for a Sandy
the numerous arts and crafts Bottom logo. Seventeen-year
vendors who will be display old Robert Koziomkowski
ing and selling everything won with his drawing, which 
from cakes to woodcarvings," depicts a golden sun rising
he says. above green trees, brown 

The event also features earth, blue lake and the lake's 
carnival-style games and a sandy bottom. The Kecough
pledge walk to help raise tan High School student's art
money for the park's envi onwork is immortalized 
ronmental education pro brochures and the patches 
grams. The goal is to protect worn by the park's rangers.
wildlife and offer people edu Robert, who plans to study
cational opportunities at the 
same time. 

EARTH DAV.AT SANDY BOTTOM 
Sandy Bottom Nature Park, the · starts at 8 a.m. Saturday. 

Continued from H1 · 450-acre new addition to Hamp- · , · Beginning at 9 a.m., visitors 
environmental education, will ton's park system, will welcome · can check out booths, 
receive special invitations to all · visitors during its Earth Day cele- demonstrations and more 

. ·:events for the first year. brailon this weekend: · · · '· • · · than 40 arts and crafts. Kids 
·:,;,,,.,Sandy Bottom Nature Park is .· ■ On Friday, environmental edu- · can enjoy scavenger games, 

coming to fruition after a luke- ' · cation hikes will be held at 9, face painting and a clown. 
warm reception when plans were 1Oand 11 am. and a "Utter ■ Sandy Bottom is located off 
unveiled ln 1992. Council mem- Patrol" walk from 1 to 4 p.m. Big Bethel Road just south of 

- bers questioned whether the $3.2 ■ The "Walk for Eart!i" ·pledge Interstate 64. 
·million price.tag was justified walk to raise money for envi- · ■ For more information, call 727- · 
considering that it was estimat- ,ronmeiital education activities 6347;;_ ' · ·· · 
ed to draw only 20,000 visitors a · '---.:.._____,;-.,...···:'-'•.,~::.••-,....;.':_:· ··____;_...;....;._;;;_'--___;__;___..,;___i 

xe~i~~~ were revamped t~ .·. Th~ park; ~ iJ~1i"'J :the site of >":/ Th~'~ark will also hav.e class~ -
. include more exhibits, a play- a former borrow pit, will empha- ·· rooms equipped with micro- · 

ground, restrooms and more . size its freshwater Sandy Bottom ,. scopes,·ecology testing kits and 
parking among other amenities. : Lake and surrounding wetlands. other materials. Visitors can also 
Park officials say those changes ,.A 750-gallon freshwater aquari- · · enjoy nature trails, playgrounds, 
will help bring in about 70,000 um and a touch tank will dupli- picajc areas and non-motorized 
people in the first year. · ' : cate the lake's environment. · l:>011ting/: · 

,·,. r;_-~_ :~(;:~: ~J~ \ 1•·•·... 
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Boater's paradise 

Karen deWysocld/Daily Press 
A couple bask in the unseasonably warm sunshine Thursday 
aboard a rental boat on the lake at Sandy Bottom Nature Park in 
Hampton. 
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Get Back to Nature by Debbie Bonnewell 

T
ake time from lhc hustle and bust le of 
bnck •to-school, homework, soccer 
practice and music lessons this fa ll to 
enjoy a nature wa lk. We are blessed in 

this area to have beautiful parks, beaches and 
neighborhoods with fa ll colors that call us out
side to embrace the richness of this season. 

My children, David, 6 and Grace, 3, and I 
took some friends to visit a new park in Hamp
ton. Sandy Bollom Nature Park opened in May 
1996. Once it was was ted land used for borrow 
pits and garbage dumps. Now it has been re
crea ted into a 456-acrc environmental educa
tion and wildlifo management fac ility. In th is 
very quiet, natural environment the wildlife 
thrives in va rious habitats in and around two 
lakes. 

We began our visit with a picnic by one lake. 
111crc was hardl y anyone at the park on this day 
so we picked out the best, most perfect picnic 
table view. There was plenty of room for the 
children to run around but of course the lake's 
edge was what inlrigued the m. We moms kept a 
close eye but enjoyed a leisurely lunch. Once 
all our trash had been deposited in 1he proper 
paper, plas tic and aluminum rece ptac les, we 
began our hike. 

There are nine diffe.rcnt trails ranging from 
.13 miles to 2. 1 miles. On a previous visit, we 
took a .7-milc tra il around Sandy Bottom Lake 
.1nd enjoyed the sight of turtles sunning them
se lves on logs and in the water. We also saw 

clucks swimm ing along the edge and we in for everyone. It was so interes ting to sec the 
spected asimulated backyard hab itat and the re same views as on our hike from a water per
habilitation center for injured animals. On thi s spective. 
day, we were energe tic and adventurous. We 'll1e park also has a beautifu l nature center 
took the longest trai l. where kids will enjoy see ing the turtle display 

Sandy Bottom Nature Park 
1255 Big Bethei Road, Hampton 825-4657 Gates open 
seven days sunrise to sunset. Closed Christmas. Nature 
center open 8 a:tn. to 7 p.m.Tuesday through Sunday. Free 
adminssiori, boat rentals $3 per ho~r. Directions: Take 1-
640to Hampton Roads Center Parkway Exit 261A. Turn 

!:i ,rl_g~t.ont? Big B~thel Roa,d , Entranc.e t~ the p~rk Is ~>n lefi._ 

With Grace comfortably seared in our jog and small animal and snake models. Grace was 
ging stroller, we set off on the Old Crystal trail , fascinated by the tadpoles in a small aquar ium. 
which winds 2. 1 miles around Crystal lake. ft TI1erc is a wonderful exhibit about the wildlife 
was bumpy, but passable. (I wouldn't recom found in the park's habitats. Ofcourse they have 
mend this trai l for biking.) The dragon mes were a sma ll gift shop with T-shirts, sweats and edu
everywhere and our fr iend Meghan tried to catch cational books. 
some in her bug box. We saw some beautifu l TI1e park rangers al Sandy Bottom are ve ry 
birds and even some rabbits. friendl y and happy to answer any ques tions 

After yet another hike, a quick one down about the park and its wild reside nts·. You won't 
Osprey Point (.2 mileS) between the two lakes, find any play equipm ent or ball fields but there 
the kids were ready for a paddle boat ride around arc places for fi shing and camping. Bikes, ca
Crystal Lake. llrnt was fun for the kids but lots noe's and fi shing boats can be rented as well as 
of work for the moms! Life jackets arc provided paddle boats. 

agement. The two lakes in the park.~ 
have been developed from borrow pits : 
for mining sand. Much of the wooded 
area is wetland that has been unused •. 
a nd subject to vandalism. , . 

A building th at houses exhibits, a 
library, classrooms and a big meeting_ 
room serves as headquarters. The staff 
of more than a dozen persons include~.. 
a number of park rangers. The class, . 
rooms and meeting room are available 
for rent. Campground facilities are 
available for modest fe es, also canoes 
and other equipment. .Numerous picnic 
tables nre nvnltable, also two covered 
picnic shelters. Nature walks of vary

A recent visit to Sandy Bottom ing length have been marked. . 
Nature Park was surpris ing and Of special interest to me were the 
rewarding to me. It made me realize flower beds fea turing wildflowers as 
tha t other Hamptonians might be as well as many beautiful petunias. 

I am proud of Hampton for maltinguninformed as I was about the pa rk. 
this pleasant p lace available for us .Definitely it is more than woods a!'d 

fields with limited services for pic- The park is hard to find in the phone 
book - the number is 825-4657; thenickers. , 

S andy Bottom Park is a 456-acre address is 1255 Big Bethel Road . 
Hazel Davismodern facility. It works on environ

mental education and wildlife man-



HAMPTON - From the edge of 
Sandy Bottom Lake, a pure white 
snowy egret unfurls its wings and 
takes gracefully to flight. The egret 
is one of many species that aptly 
symboli zes reclama tion of 450 
acres in Hampton. Once an illegal 
dump and hangout, Sandy Bottom 
Nature Park is now a pristine ref
uge for animals and humans alike. 

The city spent $1.3 million to 
build this park In the hem-t of a 
metropolitan area. It opened this 
spring - init ially just on weekends 

What: Mayf esl: Grand Opening 
Where : Sandy Bo!lom Nature 
Park, 1255 Big Bethel Road, 

. Hampton (exit 261A off 1-64, 
follow signs to Thomas Nelson 
Community College for free 
park-and-ride). 
When: Saturday, May 25, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (Rain date: May 
26) Regular park hours: Daily, 8 
a.m. to sunset. 
Cost: Free 
Phone: 825-4657 

and to school groups - but soon it 
will be open every day. 

A MayFcst on May 25 will mark 
the official opening with environ
mental exhibits and vendors, guid
ed nature trail walks, wildlife art 
show, fishing, tournament,· Native 
American rcstival with dance, ritu
als and crarts, Civil War encamp
ment, live bands and food ranging 
from barbecue to seafood. 

Workers continue applying fin
ishing touches to exhibits, a class
room and library in the soon-to
open I 0,000-sq uare,-foot glass
walled nature center .. 

Outside, ho1ve-,er, is the real 
marvel of Sandy Bottom. Where 

A sign shows the, 
way to the Back,· 
yard Habitat. The · 
nature trails wind, 
through the hard
wood trees and 
pines near the , · 
wetlands that 
should attract , . 
migratory watBr· 
fowl. 

Photo by MARY HURNI/AM 
Ranger Joe Moore gives third-graders from Capt. John Smith 
Elementary School In Hampton a close-up of some of the life that 
abounds In the waters of Saudy Bottom Nature Park. 
once old tires, trash and beer bot-
ties lined trnils ravaged by four-
wheel vehicles, now wildflowers, 
young pine forests and wetlands are 
the landscape, 

Where once illegal hunting and 
alcohol and drug parties took place, 
now schoolchildren sit on wooden 
l,~nches, learning about nature and 
itspreservation. 
· The park manager, Chris Hick-

man, a former state parks ranger, 
jumped at the chance to head 111, 
development of the park. He joined 
the city in 1994. "It was a dream 
come true fo1· me. The challenge is 
what tempted me to leave state 
parks. It's been an ambitious un-
dertaking," Hickman said. 

"This is one of the largest pro-
tected areas in Hampton. It's very 
unusual to have 4S6 acres pre-
served in a metropolitan area right 
off an interstate/ ' Hickman said. 

The area escaped development . 
because it was held by the Virginia 
Department of Transpo11ation until 
the late I980s when it was turned 
over to the city, Hickman said, 

The park's two lakes - Sandy 
Bottom and C1ystal - were actual
ly formed when the Virginia De
partment of Transportation exca- . 
vated. sa nd to build Interstate 64. 
The results are two rain-fi lled lakes 
that provide animal · habitat and 
fishing for humans. 

Wildlife in the park is teeming: 
deer, red and gray fox, raccoons, 
possums, waterfowl, and, yes, bats 
and bugs (bring your insect 
repellant!J . 

An outdoor amphitheater over-
looking Sandy Bottom Lake will ac
commodate nature talks by day, 
fi_lms and laser shows by night. 

But the point of the Sandy Bot-
Wm ~sn't just recreation, but also 

Amazingly, there is even a stand e,_.,ironmental education. There 
of old growth beech forest with will be nature programs on the 
trees more than 150 years old, he weekends, such as "Pond-.Life ·_ 
said. Farmland furrows can still be_ Nature's. Fishbowl" today (May 19) 
,~en in the younger forest where an from. 2 to 3 p.m., and "Bats!" on 
old farmhouse. <,_May ~~ from 7 to 8 p.m, . . , 



11;1terials. 

Continued from G1 
1:i1'. Bethel Hond, Interstate (H 
w111 IH'come tlm cxlension of 

1 l{oads Center Pnrh.wny. Ont:c 
l . it was purchased by .th e Vir
; ,:irt m c 11t of Transportation in 
l!l'.iOs. 

110 J' used the s ite for sand and 
, •1w pits. Both mnterials were 
' 1•! constru c.: lion of Int e rstat e G4. 
· 1 tliu~c pit s were nba11<.lc:med a 11<.I 
· grad ually took over. 
•l:1 c c became a 
11d fur four-wheel 
·ides. Deer stnnds 
--~1n1ctcd. l ·lcrmits 
· 1 ,111d IJuilt camp
•mc o f the more 
,1rcas became 

·ddng purty sites. 
i1 e nrca beenme n 
r hood junkyard. 

•1 1011 was interest
ing th e site for a 

':. The VlJOT said 
: do nate the lnnd if 
' : were created by 

1110s! of une of the 
, li e lnte I!17Us the 
.., s truck, but th e 
n1 ;iincd undevel - I
1nurc tlmn rmoth

L i . ,::r, ,; ,,' changed in I 9H4 
' " ci ty began hiring 

E1llcr D01111 Leavenworth. 
nin nati ve, he wns a co11s trudiu11 super
visor who worked 011 some of the exhibits 
al Disneyland. When his wife wa nted tu 
re turn to her native Virginia Ueach, they 
moved cast. Leavenworth went to work 
.it Seashore S tat e Park, where he ram 
rodded n numl>er of projects . 

A ycnr ngo he went to work at Sandy 
Uuttom as C hi ef Hanger. Hi ckm an 
exp lain ed th e budge t proble ms th a t 
stalled the park's constru ction. No prob
le m. Leavenworth was su re the rangers 
could do must of th e work themselves. 

/\nd they did. The c rew of p ark 
r a nge rs, v0luntee rs, c1 11d communit y 

wo rkers h aul ed junk 
cars, a ir conditioners 
and you-name-it out of 
the borrow pits. They 
coll ected the beer cans, 
tires, nnd old 111nt1t·ess
es that littere d the 
woods. They tore down 
the deer stands and her
mit camps. Ton after 
to n of trash was co l
lected and hauled away. 

Then th e construc
tion began. Hickm a n 
a nd Leavenworth dis
cussed ideas. Leaven
worth designed build
ing plans. "We looked 
to hire people ta lented 
e nough to build what 
was on the plans," Leav
enworth said. Wh e n 
that staff was assem

l\ollom staff. That A bat house hangs on a tree bled, he bought th e 
, . I lickrnnn arrived inside the Backyard Habiliat a t buildii1g material a nd 
: •;irk rangers' stnrf Sandy Bottom Nature Park. everybody rolled up 
,. 

·,· ,d been working at l{arlen State 
.,,,r Cu111bcrln11<l Gnp. He snw the 
1:n110111 project as a rare opporlu-
11ui ld a park and wi ldlife preserve 

· ... grou nd up . 
primarily a wi ldl ife preserve," he 

1he main focus is to prnmote cdu
•nd how lo prese1ve wildlife nrens." 
i11ilial iden was tu design a 111 nsler 
·1d conlract out the cons lruclio n 
1hnl iden was tossed when thr -:011-

;,1, were out of Hi ckman's budget 

their s leeves. 
"Everything in lit e park except the 

roads, nature center nn<l ranger station 
were built by our crew ," Hickman said. 
"Mos t o f these things were built with 
frozen finge rs." 

The nat ure center is a I0,000-square 
fool glass and wood building that over
looks the primary lake. It w ill house an 
aquarium th at will he stocked with fi s h 
and s peci mens from I he lake. There is a 
conference room that seats 250 people, a 
touch tank, s mall er research rooms and 
what will beco me a library o f w ildlife, 

nature a nd envi ronm en ta l ma te ri a ls. 
Nenrby is a n amphitheater that will be 
used for natqre rilms nnd Saturday night 
laser shows. , 

lficlnnan worked with I lampt<.ln teach
ers to develop a s ti1dy gu ide that includes 
classroom work, field trips lo Sandy Uot
tom , and lectures and lnb work that can 
be done in lhe na ture cent er. "The guide 
involves art, social studies nnd va rious 
other disc iplines," Hickman said. "It's not 
just environmental sciences." 

Several johnbonts, canbes, ilnd [)acldle 
boats w ill he available to rent. Fishing will 
be a ll owed alt h o ugh the rangers will 
encourage cn lch-and-releasc. A dozen 
primiti ve ~a mps itcs hnve heen built -
another doze n len t cahin s will be built 
near lhe la k e's edge. An a rea has been 
built into the lake and glassed so people 
c.:nn see the l c1 k e bottom-a nd how fi sh o ri
ent lo structure nnd wnter depths. 

The nriture trail markers are co lor 
coded, which makes them eaiser for peo
pl~ lo follow, a nti wintl through the hnrd
woo<l trees and pines nea r the wetlands 

Rangers turn 
trashy area 
into a treasure 

HAMPTON 

T he frigid winter days were th e 
worst. Days when hnnds slung 
from the cold a nd yet another 
snowstorm was in the forecast. 

Days when the wind cut like a knife, Days 
when lumber had to be sawed and nails 
pounded and the only thing that kept 
them going was a deadline and a dream 

Chris Hickman looked at Donn Leav: 
enworth and they smiled. Yeah. Hauling 

, tons of trash and garbage was bad, Trying 
to come up with just the right idea for a 
stand of pines or a thicke t or the lake. Uut 
those winter days made them wonder if 
maybe they were approaching the deep
end. 

But they never gave up a nd they never 
gave in. The lumbe1: was transformed into 
fishing piers, backyard wildlife habitat 
picnic shelters, trail heads and observa'. 
tion platforms. And more. One nail and 
one saw cut at a time they turned a dump 
s ite into a wildlife prese1ve and outdoor 
haven named Sandy Bottom Nature Park 

A May 25 Mayfest w ill be th :· park's 
grand opening. More than 10,000 people 
are expected for the array of wildlife art 
exhibits, demonstrations, Native Ameri
ca n exhibits and more. 

"We proved what can be done " Hick-
man -said softly. ' 

Leave nwo rth smiled a nd nodd e d. 
"With planning and the right people it can 
be done," he echoed. 

Sandy Bottom is a 456-acre plot bor-

that should attract migratory waterfowl. ou r nrea." 
"Th ere a re 140 plant families in Vir With n o smn ll measure of pride, I Ii 

ginia and 101 of them are found al Sandy man desc ribes Sandy Bollom ns 0 11 • 

Bottom," Ilickman said. "\Ve' ll have areas th e most unique wilcllifc preserves i1 1 

where those plants arc marked so people s lat e. "I don't know o f a ny other lh :11 1 

can understand th e variety ahd learn the th e var iety of ex hibit s and area s \\''! Ii 
names." here," he said. 

A lrnclcyard hahilat ex hibit was huilt l..cavcnwrn1 h looked opt over a p: 11 1 

at lh e Ranger Station . It shows how lo lo l and to the wind -rippled lake 1,e_\" 
attract wildlife hy using ground-cover "More tha n anything, \VC showed P'" 
plants, berry briars, frnil trees, and flow  things lik e this arc do-nhle," lir. :;· 
ers. The.re is an o rganic garden area ''There has to be more to the arcn 11 

where people can learn how to garden asphalt parl<s and shoppii·1g cent e r.,..;_ 1 
without the use of chemicals. Picnic shel tccted wildlife nrcas such ns this ap · · 

ters were constructed in groups of three much a pnrt of where we live. " 
instead of n s ingle-roof pavilion. And very much a pa rt of a yet1r's \'. 

wrhe idea wns to bl end it into the trees of ngony n11cl ecslnsy for ( liclrn1,111 , I 
and g ive people who use it n chance to c 11wortl1 , nnd th e Sn 11dy Boltorn 1: ·1 · 

break into smaller groups," lliclomm said. Slaff, 

"It 's available for g roups who want lo rent "We' re wo rn out from th e hnild i• 
a place for a picnic. We've nlrencly got a llidrn,a n said. "We pushi:d th, IJlll',I 

lot of rese rva tions.'' winier beca use we hnd to gel it d cJ1 11 

"The core area is ahou t ,to acres for had n cl rop-dcad date. \1/c'rc rc:.idy I, ·· 
human activity," Lcavenwo1111 said. "The puhlic no w. We're rcndy for pc 1J1" 
rest of the 4:'lG acres is where people ca n ex pe ri e n ce and enj oy what ,..,,e· v,: ' ' 
obse rve c\ nd ex perience a natural part ol: here." 

https://lampt<.ln


ewpar sw1 1 e owe co 
Steve Tolok•m enough to offer any hard numbe 

ily Press Lll.li!a.l==IU1". observations made by walking t 
HAMPTON Follow-up on local news same routes at the same time ofThe opening of Sandy Bottom ____......._____.;.;.;._ day show an increase in the anim 

Nature Park this fall will bring more seen and their tracks, said To 
than people to the 456 acres of lakes that are valuable nesting space for Engelmeyer, a park ranger whop
and woodlands. The park's rangers ducks and Canadian geese," he said. pared the informal study. 
hope it'll also bring back a little bit "We haven't put a stop to it, but For example, waterfowl w 
of the wildlife that had been pushed we've cut it down quite a bit." nest along the shore are increas· 
out by trespassers running amok Still, dozens of motorbike riders and bald eagles and an endange 
on motorbikes, four-wheel-drive sneak in during a weekend,he said. osprey have been si 
vehicles and jeeps. Nests and other habitats have 

The off-road nmners' effect on been destroyed, and some people 
nature in the new park has worried who drive jeeps in the park are 
officials since last winter. brazen enough to use chain saws 

More wildlife is being seen in the to cut down trees that get in their 
park since the city started patrolling way, Hickman said. 
to cut down on people joy-riding The park is popular with ·off-road 
and disturbing animal habitats, said riders because it is -among the 
Park Manager Chris Hickman. largest stretches of vacant, easily 

"They just go plowing along the accessible land in the area, he said. 
lake edges and plow down the reeds While the studies aren't detailed 

Sandy Bottom 
Nature Park 
Big Bethel Rd. at 1-64 

Hampton, Virginia 
presents 

"March for Parks" 
an Earth Day Celebration 

Proceeds will benefit the Environmental Education 
Center which will serve the Hampton Roads area. 

Friday, April 21 
9:00-11 :00 a.m. - Nature Hikes by 

the Virginia Native Plant Society 
1:00 p.m. - Litter Patrol 

Saturday, April 22 
8:00 a.m. - "Walk for the Earth" Pledge Walk begins. 

9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. - Arts & crafts booths, square 
dancing & martial arts demos, woodcarving, 

taxidermy, children's nature programs, g~m~s, 
prizes, scavenger hunts, clowns, & face pamtmg, 
Arbor Day Ceremony with FREE trees & more! 

For pledge sheet or more information, 
. . . please .call 727-.6341. . . . 

March for Parks/Earth Day 
event held at Sandy Bottom 
A fund-raising march and 
Earth Day festivities are 
planned for the first March fo 
Parks event on April 21 and 
22. The fundraiser benefits the 
new educational facility at the 
city's newest and largest park 
- Sandy Bottom Nature Park. 
· On Friday, April 21 there 
will be environmental educa
tion hikes at 9, 10, & 11 am. 
And from 1-4 pm everyone is 
invited to participate in a litter 
patrol to clean up the park. 

Saturday's events feature 
the Walk for the Earth 
fundraiser and dozens of 
vendor booths with informa
tional exhibits and fun activi
ties. Activities include wood
carving demonstrations, arts 
and ·crafts, bake sales, guided 
nature hikes, square dancing, 
martial arts demonstrations, 
environmental education 
booths, games, face painting 
and scavenger hunts for kids. 

Participants in the walk can 
travel whatever distance they 
are able to along the nature 
trails. Walkers are invited to 
solicit donations for the park 
and turn them in on that day. 
Walk registration packets are 
available by calling Parks & 
Recreation at 727-6347. 

Sandy Bottom is in its first 
stage of development and staff 
is working with local school 
systems to coordinate and 
promote environmental educa
tion at the park. Construction 
of the facilities is due to begin 
in April and will include a 
nature exhibit/seminar center, 
picnic areas, amphitheater, 
fishing pier, playground, board
walks, outdoor classrooms, 
observation towers, camp
grounds and more. 

Proceeds from the walk will 
be used to equip the classrooms 
at the facility which will be 
used by school groups from 
across the region for field 
studies. Proceeds also will be 
used to construct boardwalks 
and wildlife observation field 
stations in the wetlands areas 
of the 456 acre park. 

For more information, call 
Parks & Recreation, 727-634 7. 



Interstate 64 and then later a dumR:imd 
site for unseemly activities. The c\\y is 
cooperating with the Virginia Depa1t
ment of Transportation, the previous 
owner. who donated the property, tQ.w;e 
some of the land for wetland dev~,l!)p
ment. That fits right in with the nature 

Hampton and the Peninsula have a park that has been developed and·,will 
treasure in Sandy Bottom Nature Park. continue to expand. ,. .. ,., 
The City Council, the Parks and Recre Chris Hickman, the park ma11>1ger 
ation Department and the Parks and and first employee hired, has done,a 
Recreation Advisory Board are to be great job with his crew to make,this 
commended for their vision to create park happen. It has taken a lot of ;'l,l'Jn;k 
this park. It could have become anoth and it is a paradise for people .9.f..l!JI 
er commercia l development created to ages to see and enjoy. The park•is-,a 
expand Hampton's tax base. great place to enjoy our environment. 

The park property was once a bor Karl P. Klllln_g,~Jnd 
row pit to support the construction of H~~~~n 

ON THE 10TH DAY ... A WINTER WALK. Some plants and animals 
Today Is the 10th day have settled down for a long winter's nap. But

of the 12 Days of Christ there's still lots to see and learn at Sandy Bottom 
mas leading up to Nature Park this time of year. Today, 10 a .m.-noon, 
Epiphany,. the religious park rangers at Hampton Roads' newest wildlife

observance park will present a winter botany program on how to
of the Three identify trees and plants during cold weather 

Wise Men's months. The program will include.a short classroom 
visit to Bethle introduction and a hike through the park. It starts at

hem. We'll be thl'l Nature Center, and it's free and 6pen to the
marking the sea- public. Walking over a small wooden bridge on the 

son each day Black Cherry Trail is Park Ranger Arthur W. Mertz. 
-through More nature programs will happen at Sandy Bot
Monday tom later this month: "Winter Walk Through the 
-with a Woods" Jan. 12, "Winter Waterfowl " Jan. 18, and 

different family ' Animal Tracks and Traces" Jan. 26. 
event worth exploring. This is The 456-acre park is at 1255 Big Bethel Road in 
our holiday gift to you. Hampton. For more information, call 825-4657. 

Kennetp Sliver/Daily P,ess 

1Hampton group considers 
1. long-term wildlife plan 

Dy Hugh Lessig Sandy Bottom Nature Park. 
0.Jlty Pross The group covers J11st about 

HAMPTON every point of view of the ani
The Hampton City Council mal world, from hunters to ani

wants a long-term approach to mal-rights activists. 
managing its wildlife, and such It includes elected officials, 
a plan is expected to take city police and the Virginia rabies-carrying animals such as rac bird of Virginia. 
shape this year. While it is t.oo early to say whal Department of Game and coons_ they will all fa ll under the 

A group met for the first Inland Fisheries. Hampton 's pla~ wi ll incl uc'.°:•plan. . Spencer said she is exc1led to be ,, time this month to begin lay• Councilwoman Linda Coniinued from B1 . Jacqueline Spencer 1s one of 
ing the groundwork for a city McNeeley suggested the plan three biology professors m the part of it. 

when the council authorized limi_t,vildlife management plan, said group. Her specia lity is birds and Fo r he r , the Sand~ Bottom 
ed shooting of deer. The plan is Nature Park is a teaching class -Chris Hickman, manager of how increased development affects meant to address more than deer, room. .them.though. "Hampton has so much go111 r; For example, cutting down trees"We've got a long road ahea~ of for it," she said.and creating wide lawns attract so
wildlife biologist and Sandy Bot
us " said Michael Engelmeyer, a , 

called "trash birds," such as star· 
lings. They can chase away songtom park ranger. 

Canada geese, rn_re plants, birds such as cardinals, the state 
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Hampton park depends 
on volunteers to keep 
it in good shape 
By Beverly N. Wllllams 
Daily Press 

HAMPTON 

P 
at Parker learned to love the out- · 
doors when she was a little girl 
taking walks with her grand
mother. As she grew into adult

hood, that love developed into a deep 
appreciation. 

That love and appreciation fuel Park
er's passion for Hampton's Sandy Bot
tom Nature Park. 

"Being outdoors is my love t she 
said. "I come from the country. I spent 
a lot of time outside then, and I still 
enjoy being outside." 

Parker is president of the F1iends of ' 
Sandy Bottom Nature Park, a volunteer 
group that helps maintain the 456-acre 
park off Big Bethel Road. 

"A year and half ago, a group of us 
started meeting to do trail maintenance 
and other things," she said, "and 

■ Sandy Bottom Nature Park is 
always in need of volunteers. To 
learn more about becoming a 
member of the Friends of Sandy 
Bottom Nature Park or volunteering 

. at the park, call 825-4657. 

because we're aware that funding is not 
readily available for parks, we felt this 
was something we could do to make 
sure our park stayed a vital part of the 
community." 

The park, developed in 1994, boasts 
two lakes, a marsh area, trails for hik
ing and biking, picnic areas, a nature 
center and a wildlife management area. 
There also are areas for camping, fish
ing and boating activities. 

"It was quite a while before we saw 
a park out there," Parker said. "But a 
lot of volunteers have since cut trails 
and built benches ." 

The Friends of Sandy Bottom meet 
once a month and usually schedule one 
work project a month, Parker said. Vol
unteers find out what needs to be done 

AGE: 58 
RESIDENCE: Hampton 
FAMILY: Husband, Patrick; sons, Robert, Thomas, and Christopher, all of 

Hampton, and Michael of Havre de Grace, Md.; daughter, Mary Ann Parker 
of Hampton · 

OCCUPATION: Data specialist for Computer Sciences Corp. at NASA 
VOLUNTEE" WORK: President of the Friends of Sandy Bottom Nature Park; 

chairman of the Clean City Commission Coastal Awareness Committee; hike 
leader with the Tidewater Appalachian Trail Club; member of the Peninsula 
Pathfinders Volksmarch Club; member of the Phoebus Women's Club 

PET PROJECT: Sandy Bottom Nature Park 

either by asking the park rangers or tial area. She jumped at the chance, she 
checking around the grounds them said, because Sandy Bottom was Hamp
selves, she said. ton's last opportunity to have a nice 

Parker said the group is also building park. Since then, she has logged more 
a gazebo in memory of a longtime than 100 hours a year working at the park. 
Friends member who passed away in "But it isn't just me. It's all the vol- . 
February from cancer. unteers," Parker said:"People make the 

Parker's work with ·the park began difference, I think, in Sandy Bottom 
with a phone call several years ago from becoming what it is, and we can make 
Linda McNeeley, now a Hampton city the difference in keeping it what it is." 
councilwoman. Parker said she was 
asked to join a coaiition that was meet Beverly WIii/ams can be reached at 
ing to discuss ways to keep the 456-acre 247-4755 or by e-mail at bwilliams@dai
tract from being turned into a residen- lypress.com 

https://residen-lypress.com


FOR THE W!'iOLE FAMILY 
■ Take a gruesome guided stroll 

through a nightmare-inducing neck 
of the woods. The Forest of Fear 
at Sandy Bottom Nature Park in 
Hampton runs through Sunday. In 
its third year, the fund-raising 
scream:fest has grown substan
tially. About 100 volunteer mon

sters now roam the park, fright
ening ·customers along a 
½-mile walk of doom. 'We've 

had people literally run
ning out of the park," 

· said organizer Ron
nie Stephenson. 
"Folks have been 

• trippµig over them
·:- s!llves to get out . 
· · But in many cases, 

they're getting right 
back in line again." 

The forest is being 
operated by Brittany 

Coalition, a volunteer group. -
Hours are 6-8:30 p.m. However, the 
Forest may be open somewhat later 
on Saturday. Sandy Bottom Nature 
Park is located at Big Bethel Road 
near I-64. Admission is $5 adults 
($4 with the donation of three or 
more can foods), $3 for children 
age 10 and under. 825-4657. 

Sandy Bottom garden 

Adrln Snider/Dai ly Press 
Mark Richardson, park ranger at Sandy Bottom Nature Park in Hampton, measures an opening for placement of a rafter 
to support a lattice canopy for ivy during the construction of a nature garden at the entrance to the nature center at the 
park on Wednesday morning. The garden is currently planted with flowering kale and has benches for pedestrians. 



es on how to care for wildlife on March 
May 8 and Jun~ 5. 

If you have the sort of family whose members 
are co11stanlly bringing home injured or orphaned 
animals, then an upcoming class at Sandy Bottom 
Nature Park in Hampton is for you. 

Learn how to care for wildlife the proper way 
when The Wildlife Center of Virginia in 
Waynesboro brings its educational program on the 
road lor a three-class series. The classes begin 
with an introduction to wildlife rehabilitation on 
March 27 from 1 to 4 p.m. 

Participants need lo be at least 12 years old, 
so this is a perfect parent-child endeavor. You'll 
lea rn the basics on March 27, when the series 
explores how to decide whether an animal is an 
orphan, who to contact for help, how to become a 
volunteer transporter and how to obtain the proper 
wildlife rehabilitation permits.You won't learn about 
feeding schedules or diets for orphaned wildlife: 
that's a more advanced topic that comes later. 

The second session, on May 8, will split into 
two classes, one for beginners on raising 
orphaned songbirds and another on advanced 
mammal techniques, primarily for whitetail deer 
and raccoons. The third class, on June 5, will be 
for all skill levels and focus on wildlife capture and · 
roscue as well as emergency stabilization 
techniques. 

Virginia requires that all wildlife rehabilitators • 
become licensed, and the way to accomplish this 
is by taking the classes offered by the Wildlife 
Center of Virginia. 

Fees for the classes vary, but if you register by 
Friday you'll gel a $5 per person discount for the 
first class, which will cost $15.Walk-ins are 
welcome, but you'll pay $20 per person. 

If you aren't sure about what wildlife rescue is 
all about, tune into 'Wildlife Emergency," a 13-part 
documentary featuring The Wildlife Center of 
Virginia and its vetorinary care for Injured and 
orphaned wild animals. It's on at 9 p.m. Thursdays 
and al 10 p.m. Sundays on The Animal Planet 
Channel. 

For more information, call Donna Sweet, 
rehabilitation outreach coordinator at The Wildlife 
Center of Virginia, (540) 942-9453. 

- Kimberly Lenz 

REASURE HUNT. Hidden Treasures of . 10 a.m.-8 p.m 
now about programs and services that ar hibits, the Ham 
eludes displays, demonstrations, giveawa s arid adults thr 
ercury Blvd. (H). Free. 838-1505. 
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