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Name · the Heroes ofour City Location 

CITYarts. Inc.Owner 
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: Size 210.. x 40~ Mural. Over 200 participams. ~ $88,000. 
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ITYarts, Inc.o,un,rr 

Address CITYans, lDC. 525 Broadway, Suite 700 CityJSl!lelliP New York, NY 10012 

Telephone 212- 966-0377 Fax 212-966-0551 

212-431-4689E-mail tsipi@cftvart,,.~ V#telnd Contact Nwnller (for notification): 

are, ,_..,; II (AllilCh an .additional sheet if needed) 
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ABSTRACT 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should fee\ free to use photocopies of the application forms it neeucu. •· ,>OSSible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer shoul~ be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Pro·ect Name /Vlu.ra( 
Address -:Hure:t-UN CoUKfi 31I ~ 37'1.N1, 

1. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

The Celebrating the Heroes ofOur City mural was created in Henry M. Jackson Park on the 
Lower East Side ofManhattan. The 200 foot~Iong m~ral was created as a collaboration between 
youth from the Henry and Grand Street Settlements, the Chinatown YMCA,.local residents, artist 
Richard We_instein and CITYarts. The mural's theme was designed to give participants an 
opportunity to pay tribute to the heroes ofour city; the firefighters, policemen and everyday New 
York citizens who· have worked tirelessly towards recovering our lives and restoring our moral 
since the events of September 11 th 

• Participating in this project gave youth the opportunity not 
just to reflect on the past, but also to look ahead at ways New Yorkers can help construct a 
peaceful future and positive spirit in the face of today's changing world. The project was also 
aimed at creating art in a community where participation in the arts is limited; developing social, 
m-ristic and educational skills for children in an under-served community; reducing youth violence 
by taking kids off the street and engaging their creativity in a constructive manner; promoting 
understanding of cultural and racial diversity; encouraging community pride; generating 
community development and revitalization; and providing employment for a professional artist. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence1 (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 
urban environment, innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues: design guali{Y_l. ~ ~ 

The creation ofthe Celebrating the Heroes ofOur City mural has generated a new urban space 
for residents on the Lower East Side. The project took a public playground and a large, diverse 
and underserved community and, through the creative process ofmaking large scale art, 
faci1itated the growth of a stronger community and an invigorating public space. The children 
involved in this project come from the Lower East Side, one ofthe poorest neighborhoods in 
Manhattan. Like many low-income urban areas, the children are faced with poor schooling, a 
lack ofrecreational facilities and access to the arts, an unreliable transit system, and few 
opportunities to change this. The whole ofLower Manhattan was devastated by the events of 
September 11 1\ taking morale to an all time low. CITYarts provided a unique artistic opportunity 
previously inaccessible to residents in the Lower East Side, an opportunity for them to help 
change their urban environment themselves. Through art, the community has been able to build 
for themselves both an inspiring public place for their own use (families eat lunch there on 
weekends, children play there after school) and stronger community ties which enhance the 
atmosphere and safety ofthe space. One example of the kids addressing their own urban issues 
was their insisten~e that the mural contain a lot of images ofnature. As a result, they created with 
brush and pigment a bright, natural oasis in their concrete surroundings. 

Three community organizations, local residents, CITYarts, the artist and volunteers from our 
sponsor all took part in the project Each participant had the opportunity to witness their role in 
creating a permanent landmark within their community, bringing them pride and greater self
es.tcem. More importantly though, each participant worked in collaboration with one another, 
building lasting ties across the community. This mural simultaneously invigorated the urban 
space and the people that live in that space. It is this combination that has made the project such 
a success. 
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Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application Fo fpossible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers a~ ~1:u v, • .. -.-<1rate p~ge, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form, 

l. How has the project impacted the Jocal community? 

. 
On a superficial level, the 200-foot long Celebrating the Heroes ofOur City mural has replaced what was a 
200-foot long dirty brick wall. What were once three drab looking basketball courts is now a visually 
stimulating and exci~ng place for l~l youth, residents ofthe community and passers by to enjoy. 
However•.the impact ofthis mural runs much deeper. Three community centers were involved in 
developing and painting this mural. Students in summer programs at Henry Street and Grand Street 
Settlements and the Chinatown YMCA were all able to work together, forging new links across the Lower 
East Side's communities. Children who live in the projecjs _around Herny M. Jackson Parle had a creative 
focus for their time. Days that would have been spent wan~ering the streets unsupervised were instead 
s~nt learning about drawing and.painting and working with their peers towanls a common goal. Each and 
every child had the unique experience ofcontnl>uting to the making ofa penoanent landmark in its 
neighborhood. This not only gave the children valuable conflict resolution skills as they learned to 
collaborate, but al~ a sense ofachievement and increased self-esteem. In tum, they encouraged residents 
to talce pride in their surroundings and boosted morale across the whole community. At each open painting 
day CITYarts held, more volunteers ftom the community would take part. Art brought together people 
from different generations, ethnicities and backgrounds all with one common goal, to beautify their 
neighb~rhood and pay tnl>ute to the rebuilding ofNew York City since September 11th 200). The 
relationships formed during this project are enduring. Children tnat worked on the project now know each 
other and can play in the newly renovated park with a supportive network ofadults who also know each 
other and recognize each others children. The Fire House has-arranged visits for local children and the 
artist is still involved in the community, paying the children visits an~ drawing with them in the park. The 
Heroes mural stands as a visual testament to the strengthening ofcommunity ties and the cross-cultural and 
cross-generational bridges that were built during its creation. 

2. Describe the underlying values of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project? 

With e~ery project, ~ITYa~ aims to produce pennanent artworks that address social issues and beautify 
the environment;.channel kids energies away ftom trouble into a creative and constructive path· educate 
through th~ c~ve process; bridge cultural difference within New York connn~ities and fost~r cultural 
~derstand•~g; effec~ change and ongoing development both in children and their communities. The 
1mplementation·ofth1s project adhered to these underlying values. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION (CONT'D) 

3. Describe the key elements of the developmen!_e~~- including community participation w~ere app_ropriate . . 

Keen to do a project on the under-served Lower East Side, CITYarts contacted the Henry Street and Grand 
Street Settlements and suggested a coUaborative mural project. Henry M. Jackson Playground was selected 
and once the Parks department had granted permission for the project, CITY arts entered into negotiations 
with the landlord ofHwei-Lin Court. The art director at the Henry Street Settlement submitted a list of 
artists from the Lower East Side for the selection committee to choose from. Our committee, including 
residents from the Lower East side, the landlord and CITYarts representatives, selected Richard Weinstein 
and he then commenced a month-long series ofworkshops with summer camp students from the Henry 
Street and Grand Street Settlements. During the artist-led workshops, the kids explored their ideas about 
heroes and how residents ofNew York contribute.to the City. The artist then took the drawing, writing and 
painting generated in these workshops and used them as the basis for the design ofthe mural. Children 
from Henry and Grand Street Settlements, the Chinatown YMCA and those who lived locally all he1ped 
paint the mural. CITYarts and the sponsors held painting days for local residents and volwiteers to come 
help paint. Each successive painting day attracted a larger group ofvolunteers as more local residents 
became inspired to join in. After completion ofthe mural, we held a ribbon-cutting ceremony attended by 
the Deputy Commissioner ofParks and over 200 local residents. 

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include alt funding sources and square foot costs where applicable. 

The $88,000 budget for Celebrating the Heroes ofour City was funded by Disney Hand, the Worldwide 
Outreach program ofthe Walt Disney Company. 

Personnel $19,000 Documentation $12,500 
Materials $ 9,000 Publicity $18,500 
Insurance $ 4,000 Administration $ 3,000 
Transpmation $ 1,000 
.&j:tipmcnt $21,000 Total $88,000 

5. Js the pro~l u_ni<I!!..e.arid/o~ do~s it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other urban setti_!!~s? 

This project was part ofa program that CITY arts de~eloped in response to the events ofSepte~ber 11 "' 
called Tribute to NfMI York and New Yorkers. Under this program, CITYarts plans to produce 5-9 murals 
ncross all five boroughs over the next 3 years. Heroes was the third mural in a series that was created to 
answer the needs ofNew York residents after the tragedy of September 11th. With each project, 
particip~nts have the opportunity to reflect on the past and look ahead to ways that New Yorkers can help 
to construct a peaceful future and encourage a positive spirit in the face of today's changin& world. 

Over the last 33 years, CITYarts has produced 247 public art projects. To this extent, the model is 
adaptable to all kinds of urban settings. However, each project is different and the Heroes project was 
unique for a number ofreasons. Most notably, Heroes stands out as being particularly successful due to the 
number ofdifferent oforganizations that were involved. At the ribbon-cutting ceremony, the Deputy 
Commissioner ofParks addressed his speech to the young participants. He told them that it would not have 
been possible for over 200 adults ofall sizes, races, ages and backgrounds to work together without conflict 
on one unified project. He pointed out that every mother, uncle, grandmother or great-grandmother that the 
kids brought to the site to help paint was given a lesson in cooperation, patience and understanding, 
qualities so often forgotten. In a city as crowded as New York and with as diverse a population, fostering 
these qualities is a significant urban issue worth addressing. 

https://contribute.to
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer question in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers Lo all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
pa e, each answer must be preceded by the question to which il responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is lo be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that wa involved, in h lping the project 
respond to ~eighborhood issues. ( 

Name V1 0 Title 

Tele hone 

Address 

Fax E-mail 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduci'ion or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application all tached mat ·a ls and to grant these rights an permissions. 
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 
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Community representative perspective: 

Mileng Leon 
(212) 674-5574- 1-646-229-2485 
572 Grand Street G 105, NYC, NY 10002 

J How did you, or the organization you represent, become involved in this project? What 
role did you play? 

I was involved primary because my children like art very much. Also because I worked 
around where this horrible tragedy happened. I havel ived in the Lower East Side 
Community for a long time. I became very involved and interested also because my son 
started getting interested in handball and we came to play almost everyday at the park. I 
did no't play any special role in this project. I just got interested in what was going on in 
my community.. 

2.From the community's point ofview, what were the major issues concerning this 
project? 

In my personal point ofview I felt that this project represented a great deal to my family 
and the Lower East Side community. This project was such a beautiful experience to my 
children and myself. Most of all the children that were involved got to know each other 
better and also the artist Richard Weinstein. The children really enjoyed working with 
Richard who dedicated time with them. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development ofthe 
project? How didyour organization participate in making them? 

In my point of view the trade-offs were learning more about art and what art represented 
to my children and the Lower East Side Community. My children really enjoyed painting 
the mural. They developed the different aspect and outlook ofwhat art is all about and to 
express themselves through art by painting. 

4. Has this proje(!t made the community a better place to live or work? Ifso, how? 

I feel that this project has represented the Lower East Side Community to be a safe and 
better place to live in. I feel that every person that passes by 12th St Park at Henry Street 
admires how beautiful this park has become. This mural has shown our Lower East Side 
Community to be a respectable and safer environment for our children and their family to 
live in. And most important to give our children a better place and a greater future to 
understand what life and art is all about. 
To appreciate what we have and what we can accomplish in the near future. 

6. Wouldyou change anything about this project or the development process you 
went through? 



Yes, I feel in my personal opinion that the children who dedicated their time and 
involvement should ofgotten a little more recognition in this project, especially the 
person who created and organized this mural. That person dedicated his time and 
precious effort to make this happen for the Lower Eastside Community. 
(PS: Thank you for giving me the opportunity to express my opinion. Sincerely Millie 
Leon, Tiffany and George Marroguin). 
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PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the fonns. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on:a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sh 
0
~tjs,!~,l:>e.fi!!~..~~t:bYiliProfessional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, legal, or other ser

vices. _Copies.may be given to other professionals if desired. 

Name Ellen Morgenstern Title .Di.i:ector. Cominuni~t_ions 

34485Organization ., Disney -----------------=li=e;.;:le._p=ho=n;.;:e_.""""1. 212 ) ·_6_3___ ___________ 

Address (14 Fifth Avenue City/State/ZiP;·-·-· -New York, NY 1001 I 
--~---· - ... ---
ffilL.1_ 212 ) 807-:5469 E-mail Ellen.Morgenstern@disney.c<_>m 

The ~ndelsignecl grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application .and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

'-Signature 

1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 
) 

DisneyHand, The Worldwide Outreach Program for the Walt Disney Company, was the sole sponsor 
and financial supporter ofthe CITYarts mural project. In addition to monetary support, DisneyHand 
was involved with many aspects ofthe project, including the selection ofthe artist, Richard Weinstein. 
We provided volunteers from each ofour New York based offices to work with CITYarts, the artists 
and children fro~ the neighborhood. Volunteer partjcipation included painting the mural alongside 
neighborhood children.liid their families, assisting•with and providing materials for art workshops and 
organizing and playing basketball with the children. 

DisneyHand took on the responsibility ofcoordinating and hosting five special events at the site, 
including a kick--offand final ribbon-cutting event, painting parties and family days, complete with live 
entertainment and refreshments. Volunteers from the publishing division of Disney, along with the 
children created a custom publication entitled, Celebrating the Heroes ofour City; Voices ofour 
Children. The book is a direct reflection of the experience that was shared with the residents and 
friends .of this Lower East Side Neighborhood. The book was created as a keepsake for the 
participants. ........ . --

2. From your perspective, how was the proje~t intended to benefit the urban environment? 

This project was intended to benefit the urban environment by beautifying a concrete and brick city 
park with a colorful 2 lOfoot work ofart that can be enjoyed by all who see it and to give the residents 
of the neighborhood pride ofownership oftheir surroundings. lt was the children and families who 
live in the neighborhood who were given the opportunity to paint this wall, and with that came the 
responsibility to protect it and keep their neighborhood a beautiful and safe place to live. · · 

3. Describe the project's impact on its community. Please be as specific as possible. 

The CITYarts mural project, Celebrating the Heroes ofOur City reflects elements ofthe neighborhood 
and its history, and its most recent experience with the tragic events of9/l 1. Children ofmany cultural 
backgrounds collaborated on this project, providing them with a shared experience. It has helped to 
invoke a deep sense ofpride amongst the many residents and local business owners in the 
neighborhood. Many ofthe children who would otherwise have had nothing to do over the long, hot 
summer, suddenly had a responsibility and a purpose. They were artists, thinkers, creators and 
executors. Each child who painted a piece ofthe wall can tell you exactly where they made their mark. 
They are proud to show you the leaves, ducks, rocks or flowers they painted as a tribute to their dreams 
for the future and a beautiful neighborhood. Older residents are able to see a revitalization ofa 
neighborhood they know and love, and are constantly reminded that the mural is a sign ofa place that 
mill 1;.,,. nn fn,....vPr 

mailto:Ellen.Morgenstern@disney.c<_>m
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PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

4. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? _._:· 

Overall. CITYarts and DisneyHand successfully completed the initial vision for the wall and activities 
surroundinv the oroiect. 

5. How might this project be instructive 10 others in your profession? 

It is important for a lar~entertainment company lik~ours. dedicated to families and children to reach 
out to underserved corriffiunities and non-profit organiz.ations. It is important to give both corporate 
support and hands-on volunteerism. 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The most successful aspect of this project is the end result, a 210-foot mural that stands tall on the wall 
of the Henry M. Jackson Park (known locally as Twelve parlc). It is absolutely breathtaking in size and 
scope ofcontent. The least successful aspect was minimal media coverage of the project. 
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ARC.HITEcT·oR· DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 
, . , , 

Pl~~s~. answer questions in space provided., Applicants, should feel free to use photocopies of the applica_tion fprms if needed. If possible, 
answers t~ all ques.tions should be typ~ or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each:answer mustbe pr~ced~d by the question to _whi~~ it.responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on th~ original form. .;_ · - . ·;'. ·' ·· · · _ ~- : , . . 

This sheet is to _b~ filled out by .i_design professional who worked as a COl'!Sult~!"!l on, the project, providing design, planning, or other ser-
vices. Copies m_~Y ,~e•_~iv.e,nlo ot~e_rclesign profe sionals if desired. _ . . ··, -~,:-~ · f' ·. ••: ·· . . . 
Name ciz....l v~· ·-·: Title A-,c 'r l \ tv,,Jfl:J. {,~~ ~ 12,.,$ l ~f\,JJ.;. 

.. 
! ',. , l,C. ~.o3:r?-

1·."'.·, '. 
Address· Cit /State/ZIP A 

Fax t_,·_ E-mail • 

. . 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction qr use by others, for any 
purpos~ whats~ever, the. materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the · 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Si nature 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

4. Describe the way in which the project relates to its urban context. 

5. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the project's design and architecture, 
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Architect or designer perspective 

Richard Weinstein 
Artist/Designer/Muralist 
(212) 966-0377 
CITYarts 525 Broadway, suite 700 NYC, NY 10009 

1. Describe the design concept ofthis project, including urban design 
considerations, choice ofmaterials, scale, etc ... 

We created an exterior mural that paid tribute to the heroes ofNew York City, especially 
during the post 9-11 period. Keeping the description of"heroes" open allowed us to 
expand beyond police and firefighters to everyday citizens, particularly the children of 
the neighborhood as everyday NY heroes. We used regular exterior latex house paint to 
cover a brick wall going as high as 4 stories and over 210' long. The wall is located at a 
basketball court in Lower East Side, NY. 

2. Describe the most important social andprogrammatic functions ofthe design. 

Working with the community is the main focus of the program. I would go to various 
camps with my team and conduct workshops, creating an environment which nurtured 
the development of the graphic image for the mural. On the mural site we would come 
together and sometimes as many as 70 people would work at one time painting the final 
mural image. Adults, parents, teens, kids, families, siblings, friends, passerbys, everyone 
helped at 1 point or mother so that over the 6 week period ofpainting anyone who 
wanted to help could. 

3. Describe the challenges ofdesigning this project and any trade-offs or 
comprom_ises request to complete the project. 

The major challenges were the scale, utilizing the parts where the wall recede and come 
forward ( not a regular flat wall) so that they served effectively to the design, and getting 
everyone different ideas to work together in a believable design. 

4. Describe the way in which the project relates to its urban context. 

The mural is about NY, reflects NY, shows New Yorkers, uses real New Yorkers as 
models for the characters, and describes a positive outlook for NY' future. 

5. Describe the strengths and weaknesses ofthe project 's design and architecture. 

As a professional, I feel it is my job to make sure few, if any, weaknesses are present in 
the final product. I f the wall was flat instead ofbrick is the greatest weakness I can 
conceive. The greatest strength was the emotional input from the community in helping, 
in support, coming closer together and getting to know one better. 
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Other perspective: 

Alta Yan, senior leaders Camp, senior Counselor, Chinatown YMCA 
(212) 217-8393 
100 Hester Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228 

1. What role didyou play in the development ofthe project? 

I brought the Y kids to paint the mural. The kids from the Y summer camp spent the 
afternoon painting the mural. 

2. Describe -the impact that this project has had on the/your community. Please be as 
specific as possible. 

This project resulted in the kids gaining a greater understanding of beautifying our 
community and teamwork. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development ofthe 
project? Didyou participate in making them? 

The only compromise was us not having enough time for our kids to paint . Many ofour 
kids wanted to paint the mural more. 

4. What_do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects ofthe project? 

The most successful aspect of the project was the advanced planning by its staff and 
the activities/task prouded by them. I do not see anything unsuccessful with the 
project. 



Speech given by local resident, Mileng Leon at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
Celebrating the Heroes of Our City mural, September 25 2092. 



.

Ll,YAtlS 

ARTIST ASSISTANT 
SECOND QUESTIONNAIRE 

You have just completedyourfirst experience as an artist assistant!!! 
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Artist Assistant Second Questionnaire: 

Lesley Colon, age 15 
10th grade, Institute ofCollaborative Education (I.C.E.) 
(212)353-3914 
722 East 9th St., Apt. 1 G 

1. What did you ·enjoy most about this position? 

I enjoyed putting my ideas in and painting. 

2. What difficulties didyou encounter, what errors did you make, and how didyou 
resolve them? 

I painted over some areas that were already painted on. I learned to use less paint. 

3. What did you learn about art as a profession? 

It is not an easy job. I though you would just paint, but everything has to be 
proportioned, nice size, scaling, etc. 

4. -What did you learn about working with a group? 

It brings you close together like a family. 

5. Were you assigned to any specific responsibilities? How did you do in carrying them 
out? 

I was assigned to painting several places and to watch the kids. I did both! 

6. Didyoufind this project challenging? In what ways? 

I can't paint, so it was challenging. 

7. Ifyou were to supervise such a project, how would you go about it? How would you 
organize your assistants, the tasks, etc.? 

I don't think I would be able to. I'm not good at art, but the organizing part I could do. 

8. How didyoufeel about the completed mural? How important is it for your 
neighborhood? 

It gives the community a sense of union and history. I personally like the mural. And 
due to the fact that I helped paint it, it gives me much more feeling to the mural. 
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ARTIST ASSISTANT 

SECOND QUESTIONNAIRE 

You have just completed your first experience ~s an artist assistant!!! .. ;:·_:;,;1 
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Artist Assistant Second Questionnaire: 

Lidymar Riera, age 12 
ih grade, St. Patrick's 
(212)982-6470 
65 Columbia St., Apt.9C 

1. What didyou enjoy most about this position? 

I enjoyed painting and helping out as much as I could. 

2. What difficulties did you encounter, what errors did you make, and how did you 
resolve them? 

Outlining, by taking time in doing the outlining. 

3. What did you learn about art as a profession? 

I learned to paint and to have fun. 

4. What did you learn about working with a group? 

You have a lot of fun with teamwork and things go by fast. 

5. Were you assigned to any specific responsibilities? How did you do in carrying them 
out? 

Outlining, but it was fun. 

6. Didyoufind this project challenging? In what ways? 

No. 

7. Ifyou were to supervise such a project, how would you go about it? How would you 
organize your assistants, the tasks, etc.? 

J would organize by color. 

8. How did you feel about the completed mural? How important is it for your 
neighborhood? 

(The) mural is important because it can encourage people from the neighborhood. This 
mural is going to come out real cool. Every time I pass by I will think wow I actually 
worked on that wall. This project was really fun. I hope I could (do it) some other time. 



CltyArrs . 
ARTIST ASSISTANT 

SECOND QUESTIONNAIRE .lit 
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3. What did you learn about art as a profession? 

5. Were you assigned to any specific responsibilities? How did you do in carrying them out? 

6. Did you find this project challenging? In what ways? 
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Artist Assistant Second Questionnaire: 

Arielle Vasquez, age 12 
7th grade, Tompkins Square Middle School 
(212)473-8219 · 
65 Columbia St., #18L 

1. What did you enjoy most about this position? 

Its fun getting messy. 

2. What difficulties did you encounter, what errors didyou make, and how did you 
resolve them? 

None. 

3. What did you learn about art as a profession? 

4. What did you learn about working with a group? 

You can't do it by yourself 

5. Were you assigned to any specific responsibilities? How did you do in carrying them 
out? 

None. 

6. Didyoufind this project challenging? In what ways? 

Not really. 

7. Ifyou were to supervise such a project, how would you go about it? How would you 
organize your assistants, the tasks, etc.? 

List. 

8. How did you feel about the completed mural? How important is it for your 
neighborhood? 

I feel proud. I liked this project a lot. It was a great experience for me. 
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'' This mural is the 

story of the people of 

the Lower East Side -

their past, their present, 

and their hope for 

the future. ,, 

THOUGHTS AND HOPES 

I think of every project as a 

puzzle . Every piece that comes 

together is equally meaningful, 

and the collaborative effort makes 

the final picture all the more 

powerful. Behind every mural 

that we produce are the people 

who help make it happen: the 

children, the artist, the neighbor

hood, the sponsor, CITYarts' staff and Board of 

Directors , the building owners and managers - there are 

almost too many to count. Our public works of art 

belong to all of these people, because they put so much 

of themselves into every piece. 

This is , of course, very true of the mural "Celebrating the 

Heroes of Our City." This mural is the story of the peo

ple of the Lower East Side - their past , their present , and 

their hope for the future. When I first visited the neigh

borhood I was amazed by how many different peoples 

lived there . They had once been immigrants from all over 

rhe world who had arrived here through Ellis Island - or, 

for that matter, John F. Kennedy Airport. But, settling 

here to pursue their dreams , they have come together -

like puzzle pieces - and have created a new life and a new 

community for themselves. 

Ar rimes we had three generations of a family working 

together on the wall. A five-year-old girl said to her 

grandmother, "Grandma, I didn't know yo u knew how to 

paint," to which Grandma replied, "I was never given a 

chance before ." CITYarts' mission is to bring people 

Three generations of painters 



together and change their lives forever. With the fuel pro

vided by our "Disney family, " and in particular the leadership 

of Disney Publishing Worldwide President Deborah Dugan, we 

were able to give grandmother and granddaughter their 

chance. Our dedicated artist Richard Weinstein led over 

200 youths through a creative process that brought out 

their ideas through painting and drawing, allowing them 

to discover an artistic way to honor their heroes. 

When I revived CITYarcs twelve years ago, it was thanks to my 

son Yori (who was three at the time) that I understood how 

important it was to help the voices of the children be heard. 

Their creation is not just for those heroes who have 

walked the moon, or those who have fought in wars. It is 

a mural that celebrates all the everyday heroes in our 

world. Since September 11 , 2001, New Yorkers have begun 

to appreciate the little ways in which we can all contribute 

on a daily basis , making our lives a little better or making 

a child's dream a little clearer and more possible. The chil

dren and other participants in this mural are heroes them

selves . They have painted a constant reminder that when 

you create, you do not destroy. That you can make a col

orful contribution to life in your neighborhood, one that 

will bring smiles to people's faces for years to come. I 

would like every child and participant in this project to be 

able to say, "You see this beautiful mural? I helped create 

it. I am a part of it. " 

Tsipi Ben-Haim 

Artistic and Executive Director 

CITYarts 

' ' It is a mural that 

celebrates all the 

everyday heroes 

in our world. )) 



A COMMUNITY 

Art has always been 

a wonderful way for 

children to unleash 

their hopes and 

aspirations as well 

as their fears 

andpain. 
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REACHES OUT 

CITYarts is a non-profit organization dedicated to the creation 

of high-caliber public art in communities where access to 

and participation in the arts is limited. CITYarts mural creations 

serve as catalysts for bringing community members together to 

address important civic, social, and educational issues. Following 

the events of September 11, 2001, the organization was deter

mined to find a meaningful way to contribute to the healing 

process and began paying particular attention to the needs of 

neighborhoods in Lower Manhattan that were clearly impacted 

both physically and emotionally by the tragedy and its aftermath. 

At the same time, employees of The Walt Disney Company were 

eager to participate in a significant and fitting community out

reach initiative that would contribute to the revitalization of 

affected areas. "Celebrating the Heroes of Our City," is the result 

of these desires coming together. The mural encompasses both 

organizations' aspirations for educating children through a creative 

process, producing work that addresses social issues, and working 

together to accomplish these worthy goals. 

By establishing partnerships among youth, families , local business

es, schools and city officials, CITYarts creates meaningful public 

artworks, and fosters cultural and economic growth and revitaliza

tion of urban areas of New York. "Celebrating the Heroes of Our 

City" brings together members of the Lower East Side and the 

larger New York City community for a common goal. The mural 

will act as an ongoing reminder of a community and especially its 

children's ability to effect positive change in their lives and their 

environments. 
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ability to effect positive 

change in their lives and 

environments. 
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THE ART OF SELF-EXPRESSION 

When given the 

chance to express 

themselves through 

art, children have a 

way ofopening 

up ... and reveal so 

much ofwhat is 

otherwise difficult 

to articulate. 

~~~~~ 

Art is an important form of self-expression that 

provides a creative outlet for emotions, thoughts, 

ideas, and experiences. People connect through art and 

its ability to affect people of diverse backgrounds. 

Encouraging creativity in young people challenges them 

to stretch to new heights and explore different ways of 

thinking. When given the chance to express themselves 

through art, children have a way of opening up and 

allowing their candid thoughts to reveal so much of what 

is otherwise difficult to articulate. Artistic expression 

lends a voice to our chi ld ren . 

Parents witness the tremendous pride a child takes when 

his or her artwork is displayed at school or even on the 

refrigerator at home . Through CITYarts projects such as 

the "Celebrating the Heroes in Our City" mural, the 

gratification is magnified for the scores of children whose 

massive artwork visibly "hangs" in the community. 





A BLANK CANVAS 

Given its perch above 

the area, and the wall's 

visibility from many 

angles ofthe intersection, 

it was determined to be a 

perfect backdrop for a 

/,arge-scale mural. 

The Lower East Side has long been recognized as a gateway to 

the fulfillment of hopes and dreams. At the intersection of 

Grand, Jackson, and Henry Streets is the Henry M. Jackson 

Playground, locally known as "Twelve Park." Adjacent to this is 

Hwei-lin Sung Court, a former school building (P. S. 12) , 

recently converted to residential apartments by Thomas Sung and 

Hwei-lin Sung. The back wall of this building runs the entire 

length of the playground. Given its perch above the area, and the 

wall's visibiliry from many angles of the intersection, it was deter

mined that this would be an ideal location for a large-scale mural. 

Thanks to the generosiry of the Sungs and the cooperation of the 

Ciry of New York/Parks & Recreation, CITYarts was granted per

mission to turn the wall into a canvas for this communiry project. 

The idea behind the mural was to celebrate those who came to 

this neighborhood, laying the foundation for new possibilities and 

a better life. Then and now, these people are our heroes. 



All lhe Fun 
things In 
New York 

Parks 
Animals 

Playgrounds 

Art 
Dogs 

Zoos 

Guinea pigs 
Feeding ducks 

Ice skating 
Birthdays 

New babies being born 
Hamsters 

Swimming 
Hiking 

School 

Museums 

Circus 
Fair 

Camp Henry 

Pottery 

Partys 

- Michal, Age 8 

Top Left and above: Photographs by youth participants 



WORKSHOPS 
"I liked getting to use the cool colors." 

- Erica, Age 14 

"We'd do lots of things like 

we would sit down with a 

partner and draw each 

other, and we had only 

seven minutes to do it. I'm 

happy that I worked on 

the mural and when I pass 

by, it will be, like, oh wow, 

I painted that!" 

- Lidymar, Age 12 
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D ichard Weinstein, a professional artist, was selected to lead a 

1'.collaborative effort that included groups of children enrolled in 

summer programs at the Henry Street Settlement and the Grand 

Street Settlement to develop the design of the mural. In guided 

walks through the neighborhood, the children identified characteris

tics of their environment, focusing on elements that could be trans

ferred to the final image. During workshops hosted by CITYarts, the 

"In workshops, kids dig 

into their feelings, voice 

their opinions, and 

explore the different 

cultures in their neigh-

borhood. They listen to 

each other and work 

together to achieve a 

common goal. They 

realize both how differ

ent they are and how 

much they are the same 

as human beings." 

- Tsipi Ben-Haim, 

CITYarts 

children participated in sketching, painting, photography, portrai

ture, murals, collages, creative writing, and poetry workhops, 

learning new ways to creatively express their ideas and tell their 

stories. Richard and the children used these ideas to create their 

overall concept for the mural, to reflect the people and landscape 

of their neighborhood. 



"The kids gave us all kinds of insightful information what should go into 
the mural, from who they thought of as heroes and who should be in the 
mural, to how things should be represented, as well as creative ideas and 
color schemes. They touched on every aspect of what it means to make a 

mural - and spoke their minds about what they wanted." 

- Stevenson Estime, artist assistant 
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"I enjoyed everything 
about this. 

Working with a group is 
better than working alone." 

- Janiece, Age 14 

"I enjoyed putting my ideas 

in and painting." 

- Lesley, Age 15 



WORK(SHOPS) IN PROGRESS 

What is important 
about this project? 

"To help New York." 

- Mivera 

"To help our community." 

- Destiny 

"Unity." 

- Sabeina, Age 13 
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'\V,Tith guidance from artist Richard Weinstein, artist assis

W cants Stevenson Escime and Serena Depero, and Tsipi 

Ben-Haim at CITYarts, individual expressions led to a collective 

vision for the mural. The importance of each ream member's con

tribution and the value of teamwork to achieve a common result 

became apparent. Working together, the mural "Celebrating the 

Heroes of Our City" began to cake shape. 

" ! 



"It's a project about sharing. It's not just one person - everyone's made 
a contribution, and that's the important thing.I' 

- Mary Beth, Volunteer 
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What do you hope to 
learn from 

this project? 

"How to draw better and 

learn about the 

community." 

- Melissa, Age 11, 

Kimberly, Age 10, and 

Stephanie, Age 11 

"How to express our 

feelings." 

- Anonymous 

"What a mural is." 

- Steven 

"What is important." 

- George 



FROM MAQUETTE TO MURAL 

i,.
i 

Standing tall at the mural's highest point is the 
Statue ofLiberty, shining a bright, warm light 
on everyone. The strength ofher character is a 
reminder that there will always be hope for a 
brighter tomorrow. 

Each element of the mural was a result of the collaborative 

efforts between the artists, the children, and CITYarts. After 

weeks of workshops and creative brainstorming, a concept for the 

mural began to emerge. The artist then painted the concept as a 

"maquette," a model that was reviewed by the executive director of 

CITYarts, the children, and the sponsor. Throughout the mural's 

painting, the maquette was an invaluable tool, providing a visual 

map to help guide the artists and painters. 

Flowers, trees, and animals are painted throughout the mural, which the children suggested as symbols of 
beauty and peace. These garden areas are representative ofcommunity gathering places. 



The marching band represents the children's 

vision ofeveryday heroes. As individuals, the 

band members are diverse, each playing a unique 

note. Together, the band creates new sounds and 

new possibilities. 
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The eagle, watching over the city and all its inhabitants, 

reflects the determination and commitment in each ofus to 

protect our people and environment. 



PREPPING FOR PAINTING 

The process of preparing the wall for painting began with power

washing and sandblasting the wall to remove debris and clean 

the surface of the bricks. A team of six men worked over the course 

of a week constructing the necessary scaffolding. Once the scaffolding 

was in place, children from the Henry Street Settlement and the 

neighborhood joined community volunteers and Disney volunteers 

to prime the wall, covering it with white paint. Next, artist Richard 

Weinstein, along with artist assistants Stevenson Estime and Serena 

Depero, sketched the outline for the mural onto the wall. The 

neighborhood began to buzz about the mural and children 

started lining up to paint. 



The neighborhood 
began to buzz about 

the mural and children 
started lining up 

to paint. 



READY ... SET ... PAINT! 

What previous 
experience have 

you had painting 
outdoors? 

"fences." 

- Ashley, Age 12 

Children from the summer camp pro

grams of the Henry Street Settlement, 

Grand Street Settlement, and the China

town YMCA joined neighborhood chil

dren, parents, and grandparents, CITYarts 

personel and volunteers in a community wide 

effort to paint the mural. From the bottom to the 

top of the scaffolding, from one end of the mural to the other, 

the work began at the official kick-off of the painting, which took place on 

August 7, 2002. It continued for seven days a week, from morning until 

sundown. The neighborhood and volunteers continued to show up, always 

ready to help. 
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FUN FACtS 
Scaffolding 

Components 

140 pieces of metal scaf
folding were connected, 
with 700 planks of wood 

laid across them 

Size of Mural 

210 feet (that's 2,520 
inches) in length and up 
to 40 feet (480 inches) 

at its highest point 

Length of Project 

Seventy-seven days 
in total 

Amount of Icys 
Consumed 

2,144 ounces 
(approx. 446 servings) 



PAINTING IN PROGRESS 

What's the hardest 
part about 

painting? 

"It was difficult to 

stay within the lines 

you needed to paint -

it's not as easy as it 

looks." 

- Sierra, Age 14 

"This project was a 

challenge, because I 

didn't want to get 

dirty! But I felt good 

about working on the 

mural for the neigh

borhood." 

- Kelly Marie, Age 15 

·-
"Art takes time and cooperation. I learned to be patient." 

- Anonymous, age 15 

Every artist made a valuable contribution, from the ground up. 



What's the best part 
about painting the 

mural? 

"Painting every day." 

- Carlos, Age 9 

"Everything is so 

colorful. I love 

the colors." 

- Michal, Age 8 

"It's dirty, messy, and 

fun!" 

- Matthew, Age 11 

"I always have some

thing to do." 

- Secora, Age 10 

What's the 

worst part? 

"I make a mistake 

and ooops!" 

- Elias, Age 9 

"Everything!" 

- Ricky, Age 9 Kids, moms, dads, even grandparents - every generation got in on the painting 
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THE HEROISM TO EXPRESS YOURSELF 

W ho are our heroes? They are our firefighters, our 

police officers, our emergency rescue workers. They 

are our teachers, our educators, our associates. They are our 

family, our friends , and our neighbors. They are everydayWhat makes a 
people like you and me .great hero? 

"Someone who helps 

you and cares ----, -L
j 

&- ~9.:.--~ .for you." 
'-

·,....._ 

-~ 
- Secora, Age 10 -~~ 
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Who is your hero? \ 
'-.. . 

"'·\· 

"My mom." \ 
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What is your idea 
of a hero? 

Smart and fast and 

probably a little funny. 

Do you have 
any heroes? 

My Dad. 

- Victor 

Who are 
your heroes? 

"My first hero is my 

father - we do a lot of 

things, he went through 

everything with me. Babe 

Ruth - he's a baseball 

player. My grandma is 

one of my heroes, too." 

- Elias, Age 9 

"Through all of the craziness in the world, the children have found a sense 
of sanity. They show up here every day with so much positive energy, with 

so much enthusiasm - they are my heroes. We have to look forward to 
the future and that's what the kids bring - inspiration and love of life." 

- Stevenson Estime, artist assistant 

A detail .from the heroes portion ofthe wall. 

"Firefighters, EMT, my 

brother Joseph - he's 

seventeen. He's a good 

guy. He teaches me to be 

a good guy, too." 

- Carlos, Age 9 

"Flash and the Green 

Lantern - they're hot. 

And my 

mom. !just 

think she is 

great!" 

- Matthew, 

Age 11 

What is. a 
hero? 

"Someone who 

takes care of 

their people." 

Who are your 
heroes? 

"My parents." 

- Michal, Age 8 



A HERO EMERGES 
- :® > - -

Why do you think 

the policemen and 

firefighters are in 

the mural? 

"They help the world 

and save lives. 

They're heroes." 

- Elias, Age 9 

"They're courageous 

people who help their 

community when 

they're in need. 

They're there for 

the people." 

-Annie 

From sketches to painting... 



What makes someone 

a hero? 

"Someone who saves the 

day." 

Who is your hero? 

"Firefighters, ambulance 

people, police, 

Spiderman, my 

grandmother." 

- Ricky, Age 9 

... a hero emerges. 



WHY DO WE NEED ART IN OUR LIVES? 

"To tell stories and to 

make the world 

look better." 

- Ashley & Dominique 

"To express our 

thoughts." 

- Stephanie Age 10 

"To show how beauti

ful the earth is and 

how we can help 

each other." 

- Eddie 

"To feel good." 

- Christian 

"To remember our 

ancestors." 

-Alexandra 

"'Ii0 express OUr ~Tee1·1ngs." - Joshua 

~Y~, 



"If we didn't have art, how would we 
"To make places nice." 

express ourselves?" - Jeremiah. 

-Jonathan "To understand our 

lives better." 

- Kimberly & Melissa 

"To inspire us." 

- Tommy 

"To make us smile." 

- Brittany & Theresa 

"Art like this makes 

me happy." 

- Matthew, Age 11 

"To fill our lives with 

imagination." 

- Anonymous 



ARTISTS SPEAK 
----4i&ts:= 

"There are so many 
people who live 
around here and 

have come over ask
ing to help. They tell 
me it's wonderful, 
not only because 

they love the idea of 
having something 

beautiful to look at, 
but also because it's 

giving back to the 
place where they're 

growing up. " 

- Serena Depero, 

artist assista.nt 

Above, artist Richard Weinstein mixing colors to just the right shade; top right, 
Crystal Ruiz interviews Richard. 

Interview of artist Richard 
Weinstein by Crystal Ruiz, 
Age 10 

CRYSTAL: Where do you get your ideas? 

RICHARD: Looking at artists throughout history, or reading 
books. I observe a lot as I walk along the street - how people 
stand, what they wear, how they look. I look up at the sky. I 
look for shapes, patterns, textures. I'm 
taking in information 
all the time. 

CRYSTAL: What have you learned from 
this project? 

RICHARD: How to think more large 
scale than I was already thinking. How 
to work with lots of people at once and 
listen to their ideas and accommodate 
them. How to be a bit more like a kid. 

CRYSTAL: Are there any clothes in your 
closet that don't have paint on them? 

RICHARD: No! 

CRYSTAL: What's the craziest project 
you've ever worked on? 

RICHARD: This one! Zillions of kids 
running around, bicycles circling, 
basketball games and parties. It's not 

https://assista.nt


"A project like this can 
normal for a painter to bring p~ople together 
have parties like this when from all different back-
they're painting. 

grounds and nationalities. 
It reminds people andCRYSTAL: Who are your 

heroes? brings everyone in the 
RICHARD: I have so many heroes. My Dad and my community together to 
brothers. Good people, like Teddy Roosevelt. Artists that form a dialogue. What 
I like. And the kids who've worked with me on this 

that dialogue is doesn'tmural- they're my heroes. 
matter, just that there is 

CRYSTAL: What inspires you? one, about the mural or 
RICHARD: Energy, lots of energy, current events or what's .
and chaos. 

going on at the butcher 
CRYSTAL: How many people shop. These kinds of proj
have you met on this project? ects really tie people 
RICHARD: I've lost count! But together and create bonds
I've had more fun on this project 

that last a long time."than I ever thought. 

- Stevenson Estime,CRYSTAL: What are you going to 

do when you finish the mural? artist assistant 
RICHARD: Take a bath! Have a 
party, sleep for a while, and 
count my blessings. 

Left, Serena Depero and Stevenson Estimr! prepare for the arrival ofthe children 

and volunteers; top left, Serena shows a new artist where to paint; above, 

Stevenson exhibits artistic concentration. 



A GROUP EFFORT 
~ 

What was the best 

part about work
ing with a group? 

It's fun to help out. 

- Gabriella, Age 11 

''You don't have to do 

it by yourself." 

- Aliette, Age 12 

"It brings you close 

together like 

a family". 

- Lesley, Age 15 



"I learned that you 

need to care about 

what others do as 

with what you do.,; 

- Sierra, Age 14 

"I liked working with 

my friends. Painting 

the mural is like play

ing and dancing with 

friends on a high 

stage." 

- Carlos, Age 9 

"You have a lot of 

fun." 

- Zaidy, Age 12 



FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

"What started out as 

"painting by numbers" 

quickly became an image 

of pride, meeting new 

people, and sharing." 

- Mary Ann, volunteer 

"I thought I knew the 

dty pretty well. But 

thanks to the chance to 

paint, I discovered one of 

the most ethnically 

diverse and interesting 

sections of Manhattan." 

- Harvey, volunteer 

"My experience helping 

to paint the wall has 

been a very rewarding 

one. I feel proud to be 

part of such a 

. " wonderful pro1ect. 

- Maria, volunteer 

Volunteers came fro m m ultipl e backgro unds, cultures, 

and genera tions - re fl ecting no t only the d ivers ity of the 

neighborhood but also the d iversi ty expressed in the mural. 

O n August 10 and 24, Fam ily & Friends Day was held at the 

m ural site. D isney volunteers along with their famil y and 

frie nds joined neigh bo rhood children along with their fa mily 

and fri ends in the spirit of collabora tion and coopera tion . 

Painting the m ural becam e an experience of co nnect ion and 

civic pride fo r everyone. 

"Our participation in 

the creation of this 

mural helped us con

nect with the children 

of this community, 

creating a special 

bond that will live 

on in this 

permanent work 

of art." 

Deborah Dugan, 

Disney Publishing 

Worldwide 



"I never felt so proud 

before and I'm glad I 

shared it with a lot 

of people." 

- Ebony, Age 13, 

volunteer 

"What excites me is that 

the kids who participated 

will grow up and look 

back on this mural and 

know that they created it 

and it made a difference 

in their community 

and city." 

- Saundra, volunteer 

* _,)~ 



CELEBRATING THE EXPERIENCE 
~ ~-

D ays at the mural were not just about painting - the 

experience was also about working together to accom

plish tremendous results , making new friends , and having 

fun . They danced, they sang, they played, and they ran. They 

threw basketballs, rode bikes - and ate lots of NYC icys. 
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PIECES OF THE PUZZLE 
~ -

"My favorite part of 

the mural was helping 

out. It's a good thing 

- painting and doing 

your best - and it 

was fun." 

- Elias, Age 9 

"It was a great 

experience for me. I 

feel proud." 

- Aliette, Age 12 

"The mural gives the 

community a sense of 

union and history. I'll 

have good feelings 

when I see _it." 

- Lesley, Age 15 

H undreds of people, hundreds of cans of paint, hundreds 

of ideas. Thousands of brushstrokes coming together. 

Each piece of the "Celebrating the Heroes of Our City" mural 

firs together like a puzzle . On its own , every piece is interest

ing, colorful, curious. Like a puzzle completed, when each piece 

of the mural came together, a glorious work of arr emerged. 

"The mural shows that everyone 
from the community came 

together and made a nice piece 
of work." 

- Anonymous, age 15 



"There will be people who just walk by and there will be people who 
do more when they see this mural. It will bring people out in the 

community and let them share something good." 

- Annie 

"I really enjoyed paint

ing and I hope I can do 

it again." 

- Natalie, Age 11 

"I enjoyed working with 

my friends." 

- Sierra, Age 14 

What are you going 
to tell people about 
the mural when you 
come back her:e as 

an adult? 

"I did it all myselfl" 

- Matthew, Age 11 



From a blank canvas, inset upper right, to "Celebrating the Heroes ofOur City." 
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They are so many 

faces. 

They are so many 

colors. 

They are so many 

heritages. 

But there is 

One that 

represents this, 

New York City 

What we call 

Land of the 'free 

- Veronica, Age 11 



A is for apple, ant and acrobat. 

B is for boy, ball, and balloon. 

C is for ... 
Bedtime stories. Nursery rhymes. Picture books. The challenge of 
learning the alphabet. The incredible accomplishment of a child 
reading their first book. As they grow, print becomes a teacher and 
a friend. It opens aworld of wonder and begins an incredible 
journey of imagination and learning, providing a passport to a 
world of discovery. 

YOII C.4M 
C:Ol:liff 

MY 
FIRST

®'·~ Book 

Print is part of our 
most cherished childhood memories. 

Quebecor World is pleased to be a part 
of making those memories happen. 

Printing donated by Quebecor World 

CJ 
Quehecor World 

www.quebecorworld.com 

www.quebecorworld.com


During the summer of 2002, at a playground on the Lower East Side 

of New York City, CITYarts brought together more than 200 children, 

a professional artist, family, friends, and volunteers tQ create and paint · 

a mural entitled t,Celebrating the Heroes of Our City." Inside these 

pages, the participants tell the story of how and why this artistic 

collaboration came to be. The voices of the children involved in this 

experience - thoughtful, funny, and poignant - resonate in a powerful 

and moving expression of where we come from, who we are, and who CITYrArts we can aspire to be. 
www.ciryarts.org 

www.ciryarts.org
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