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The Horticultural Society of New York 
128 West 58th Street, New York, NY 10019-2103 

Tel: (212) 757-0915 • Fax: (212) 246-1207 
e-mail: hsny@hsny.org , 

December 18, 2002 

Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence 
Bruner Foundation 
130 Prospect Street 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Dear Selection Committee: 

I am taking the unusual step of following the formal submission by The Horticultural 
Society ofNew York (HSNY) for the 2003 Urban Excellence Award to share with you a 
delightful coincidence. 

The day we completed assembling our submission for you, I ran into an old friend who is 
now ·running the Pittsburgh PA public library system. I told him about our 
GreenBranches program. He was intrigued and asked that I send him information, which 
I have now done. I have enclosed a copy of my letter to him; you will see how important 
to us are the statements of support we received from the Red Hook "stakeholders". I 
believe they will play an important role in helping us "proselytize". 

Entering you competition has been both a reward in itself and exhilarating for all of here 
at HSNY, and now we have an additional, admittedly so far only potential, benefit. 

!thought you would enjoy that! 

~&Ir--
Anthony R. Smith . 
President/CEO 

\ '· 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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The Horticultural Society of New York 
128 West 58th Street, New York, NY 10019-2103 

Tel: (212) 757-0915 • Fax: (212) 246-1207 
e-mail: hsny@hsny.org 

December 18, 2002 

Mr. Herbert Elish 
Pittsburgh Library 
108 Woodland Rd 
Pittsburgh, PA 15232 

Dear Herb: 

As we discussed very briefly last Friday, I am enclosing some background material on 
our GreenBranches program. Since this was conceived around putting designed gardens 
at Carnegie libraries, I can think of no more perfect jurisdiction than Pittsburgh to 
replicate this idea! It would be poetic indeed ... 

-~,.- -•·· ,;,.:· ·-:.:, ~'':,! ·._. ', :: :·:-:: ,·.• 

Briefly, th!) docl)ments encl9secj are: .. 
' ' 

'.~,:, ' ~;' --~..... ,-: • • :· ,: !, •• :,: ' • ·- ~ - l • ' .,, • 

I. A one page summary of GreenBranches; . 

2. A four page description of Green Ways, which subsumes and connects all our 
community outreach programs in a mutually supportive way, the end result of 
which is that each, strong on its own, is strengthened and the collective whole is a 
very powerful community force. 

3. Selected submissions from various "stakeholders" of one our GreenBranches 
gardens (Red Hook, in Brooklyn; ironically, not a Carnegie library), which were 
provided to support our submission for consideration for the Rudy Brunner 
Award for Urban Excellence. Specially, I have included the comments from the 
Red Hook Branch librarian; the principal of the neighborhood elementary school, 
PS 15; the acting CEO of the Brooklyn Public Library; and finally the comments 
from the First Deputy Commissioner of the NYC Department of Design and 
Construction. 

[A note: this is the only one of the installed twelve GreenBranches gardens which 
had.some public funds ( capital 9onstruction, not design); in ALL other cases, The 
Horticulturai' Society ofNew York (HSNY) has raised the funds privately for 

~· .:··., e_ach garden_. The:costpetgarden depends, obviously, on the size and complexity 
·· of the site, but the estimates run from $15,000 to $250,000 for a really large site 

r 
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Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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(we have several in New York, but have not raised funds for the largest ones -
yet!)] 

Ifyou think the Pittsburgh system would be interested in developing this approach, let's 
talk further. You clearly have the constituent parts: a library system; a public school 
system; a local jail; a sanitation department (for compost); some kind of garden club or 
horticultural society that could be the central fund raiser, designer, project management 
staff etc. 

One objective of our approach has been to ensure that the libraries benefit, both 
programmatically AND aesthetically, and incur no work load for their custodial or 
administrative staffs. This is reflected in the automatic watering systems, a minimum use 
of grass, and, as appropriate, hardy, shade and drought tolerant plant materials. Over six 
years the approach has worked well at a variety of sites in some VERY challenging 
neighborhoods. One reason you want a garden or horticultural group involved at the 
center is so they can give workshops and hands on training to the community, which 
eventually creates a true proprietary sense about the gardens; that, in turn reduces and 
then eliminates vandalism and/or theft. It may happen over night, it may take a year-but it 
ALWAYS does happen! 

Your own background in New York City government will mean you could hit the ground 
running if you decide to replicate there. We would be delighted to assist in any way we 
could... 

Warm regards to you both, 

Anthony R. Smith 

Wienie. 
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Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typ~d on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 
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ABSTRACT 66-03 

Please answer quesUons in space provided. Applicants shoulcl feel free to use photocopies oi the application iorms ii needed. Ii possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or ~ritten dir~ctiy on the forms. If the forms ar~ not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which 11 responds, and the length or each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Address Citv/State/ZIP 

1. Give a brief overview of the projecl, including major project goals. 

GreenBranches designs, installs and maintains high quality gardens around selected branch libraries in 
underserved neighborhoods in New York City. Currently, HSNY has 17 fully funded gardens, with 12 
installed, and 4 more scheduled for installation this spring. Major project goals are to improve the quality 
of life in New York by transforming blighted areas into community centers; ensure the gardens are well
maintained, clean, safe and lovely; offer environmental education and reading classes that utilize these 
outdoor spaces, especially for children; present community development workshops that provide training 
and hands-on experience in landscape, garden design, and community service; create programmatic space 
for libraries, community groups, and individuals; and make sure that the largest possible audience is 
aware of the presence of these gardens. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 
urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues; design quality.) 

GreenBranches improve the quality of life in New York. We identify and develop land that was not only 
underused but often an eyesore, a blight on the urban environment, and transform it into clean, safe and 
lovely community centers. We make sure no additional workload or responsibilities are imposed on 
library administrative or custodial staff. HSNY' s network of innovative and effective community 
outreach programs impacts a broad range of audiences ofmany ethnicities and ages, is inclusive and free. 
Issues addressed include environmental justice, concerns about natural resources, self-empowerment, 
community-building, literacy, educational shortfalls in the public schools, and vocational training. 
GreenBranches uses a city jail as a resource for plants and people. Materials grown or constructed in our 
program on Rikers Island are planted or installed in the library gardens. Interns, ex-offenders and 
graduates of our horticultural training program, help maintain the gardens, and practice a marketable skill 
while making a valuable contribution to their community. We have created a successful and replicable 
model of teamwork among disparate public and private agencies that other communities can implement. 
This teamwork can work rapidly; the first GreenBranches project was conceived of in October 1996 and 
installed in May 1997. HSNY has accomplished our goals through horticulture, a practice that instills 
growth, hope, and optimism into daily life. The definition ofhorticulture- nurturing and growing 
beautiful and useful plants, vegetables and flowers through an interdependent network of people, birds 
and bugs - is itself a metaphor and explanation for our success. 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 66-03 

,Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

1. How has the project impacted the local community? 

Branch 1ibraries in urban underserved settings serve as central meeting spaces and focal points for community 
networking, information dissemination and gathering. HSNY' s landscaping and gardens complete the Andrew 
Carnegie Benefaction of 1902 (money for landscaping was not provided) by creating clean and safe green space 
for community programming and use. Residents enjoy sophisticated and elegant designs, high-quality plantings 
and alternative hardscaping elements. Whenever possible, they are involved with the design process, make 
choices about the use and construction of the space, and assist with the installation, selection and construction 
of a space that is theirs. Additionally, residents learn about funding sources and are offered educational 
workshops that advance environmental and mathematical learning, improve literacy, and contribute to 
community building. 

2. Describe the underlying values of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project? 

The most significant value of the project is the creation of a clean, green, safe space located at the center of the 
neighborhood. The professionally designed spaces include exquisite and appropriate plant material that is 
specifically suited to its site and site use. Safety is paramount in urban settings, and the libraries can effortlessly 
monitor the gardens. Because the community is involved from the project's inception, ownership is immediately 
established and the permanence of the garden is ensured. Since the gardens are located in public libraries, they 
are accessible and free to all community residents. Each garden in the GreenBranches program is financed 
individually through partnerships thereby avoiding tradeoffs. Regular maintenance of the gardens is a challenge 
that HSNY has strategically solved by employing released offenders from our horticultural program on Rikers 
Island. Most of the money for the interns' stipends comes, however, through maintenance agreements with the 
libraries, and severe budget cuts after 9/11 have impacted city capital funds and reduced or eliminated available 
funds. 
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" 3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where appropriate. 

Branch library sites are selected because of established community relations between the librarian and a 
"friends group." Sites must not be slated for any construction that could damage the garden such as ADA 
accessibility, HVAC improvements, roofing etc. While HSNY obtains funding, the library systems select the 
site. HSNY's Project Manager and the hired Landscape Architect/Designer meet with library facility 
departments, the branch librarian, community friends groups, and community boards regularly throughout the 
design process, (usually around 20 meetings) to discuss and determine the use of the space and community and 
library programmatic needs. Budgets and designs are approved by the NYC Department of Design and 
Construction Landscape Architecture Department and The Art Commission ofNYC (a mayoral appointed 
volunteer position to oversee and regulate capital construction projects). Spaces are designed to reflect 
community participation by incorporating raised planter beds, ADA accessibility and group meeting space, and 
for library programming, particularly reading groups for adults and children. The community assists in the 
physical installation, construction and planting of each garden. After installation, free workshops are offered to 
the community to encourage continued participation in the maintenance and provide horticultural education. 

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square foot costs where applicable. 

The size and the design of the gardens vary according to site dimensions so funding needs are different for each 
one. HSNY makes every effort to incorporate a group area for meeting or reading, usually under a pergola, in 
the design. Design and installation costs average $15,000. HSNY forms partnerships for each component: 
design, installation and hardscaping typically comes from state and federal city capital funds; and educational, 
community outreach, programmatic and administrative money is raised from individuals, private and corporate 
foundations, and not-for-profit institutions. 

5. ls the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other urban settings? 

The complex partnerships HSNY establishes among agencies that make up the city's infrastructure makes the 
project unique, as does HSNY's strategy of using different resources from our network of community outreach 
programs that include educational programs in public schools and the city prison system. The creation of the 
gardens addresses the need for urban communities to have clean and safe green spaces in their neighborhoods, 
and our educational workshops educate citizens and participation strengthens communities. The partnerships 
that result in the gardens are successes that reflect the democratic ideals ofAlexander Hamilton, Walt Whitman 
and deTocqueville. Leveraging city, private and corporate dollars is certainly adaptable to other urban settings, 
as is offering the community outreach programs HSNY has developed. Every city has access to library systems, 
public schools, botanical gardens or horticultural groups, capital funding agencies, and city departments of 
0 '1nitation and correction. 
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE I 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project 
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Telephone ( ]lS )9'3S · 0Z.03 
Address 1 Wo\CC>.\\ ?\Ytek City/State/ZIP ~~N, t-:!Y 1\2...3\ 
Fax (11B ) ~26• 0\{o'O E-mail f! ~~\w,deV\\:rn Q:i \:wajw-pwitu\Jqrqr~ -01'~ 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to gran these rights and permi ans. 

Si nature 

1. How did you, or the organization you represent, become involved in this project? What role did you play? 

I.The Red Hook Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library became involved with GreenBranches when the 
Red Hook "Friends of the Library", with help oflocal residents, started to clean the adjacent lot and used it 
for growing plants and vegetables. A "Friend of the Library" then approached a council member who 
applied for the garden grant. From then on the Library, together with the Red Hook Friends ofthe Library, 
became involved as a co-planner in the Project. The deed ofthe property ofthe land was transferred from 
the City Parks Departtnent to the Library. Our job was insure that meetings concerning the garden, between 
NYC Dept.of Design and Construction, the Landscape Architect, the GreenBranches coordinator and the 
Facilities/Planning/Design division ofthe Brooklyn Public Library were held at the branch and included 
presence of, or input from, local residents and members of the Friends ofthe Library. 

2. From the community's point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

2. The members of the Friends of the Library and the community 
expressed four concerns: 

1. There was to be a barbecue pit to host community events. 
2. A certain percent of the land had to be set aside for 

the residents and children to grow produce plants or flowers. 
3. There was to be a place where programming for children 

could take place, such as a reading Circle. 
4. The access had to be through the library and 

controlled by the library. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 

3. The Friends of the Library had to compromise on only on a few 
minor things: 

1. The access was not through the library building itself 
but through the library property. 

2. The original gate and fence were kept; the designer has 
put in vines to soften the industrial look of the fence and gate. 



_COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

4. Has this project made the comm unit)' a better place to live or work? Ii so, how? 

( 

66-03 

4. The reaction of the community to the garden has been one of 
delight. Residents have come in the library to ask how they can 
get a garden like ours in their street. Most Residents have 
expressed pride in and exclaimed about the beauty of the Garden. 
It has inspired a blossoming of communal gardening projects in 
the neighborhood (noted should be the intensification of the 
garden projects of the Senior Citizens Center across the Street 
from the library). The Garden has just been open for eight 
months, but is already well used by the community. The Red Hook 
Library has the children from the Local Elementary PS 15 coming 
in for planting projects (The Horticultural Society's Appleseed 
program). "Children With Special Needs" are also doing garden 
projects. The Summer Reading Program made use of the garden by 
having story telling events there. A total of eight Teen poetry 
and drawing workshops took place in the garden. The Garden was 
used by a local literacy organization called LINC. One of the 
teens working for the garden is being nominated for a special 
prize from the Botanical Gardens. Seniors and Friends frequently 
take a stroll in the garden to meditate on the beauty. 

5. Would you change anything about this project or the development process you went through? 

5. I can't find anything that should be changed about this 
project or the development process. I don't dare. The Goodwill of 
too many people as well as the creative spirit of GreenBranches 
and its coordinator made this project possible. We are truly 
fortunate to have a beautiful garden next to the library. 



66-03PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE 
"Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopie, of the application forms ii needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by staff representative(s) of public agency(ies) who were directly involved in the financing, design review, or 
public approvals that affected this project. 

Name S1ct2Y\f>-\I\ />,.. l<,eo,.YdO'VI Title AGhV\G\, 6xect>:bvt- j)\V-ec-±PY 

.E,Fae2x,_j_JJjL]~~l'Qc...:...~~t'.=t...__________JE;.:-!Im@al!.i1_,S_,J.eQ~:M!~J2l!!~~~~~~d\!2f:1~(__,_.~ 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for ny 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all ttached materials and to rant these rights and permissions. 

1. What role did your agency play in the development of this project? Describe any requirements made of this project by your agency 
(e.g., zoning, public participation, public benefits, impact statements). 

1. Acquiring the lot, requesting and obtaining Capital funding for the project and working 
out an appropriate design and construction strategy with New York City's Department of 
Design and Construction and community residents. 

2. How was this project intended to benefit your city? What trade-offs and compromises were required to implement the project? How 
did your agency participate in making them? 

2. The neighborhood has limited parks and certainly very few spaces that can be viewed 
as a protected oasis. 

Trade Offs: while we have in the past, created smaller outdoor reading spaces, we 
generally do not seek to landscape and maintain a parcel ofthis size. (Red Hook Garden) 
Considering that the vacant parcel was adjacent to the library, we decided that the 
potential benefit for the public good was compelling enough to undertake the additional 
responsibility of maintaining the parcel. It also benefited the library to replace an 
abandoned eyesore with a lovely landscaped lot.. 

Brooklyn Public Library participated in making the gardens through seeking the means to 
make this, and other 5 GreenBranches gardens at branch libraries, happen. We 
championed the projects in the appropriate circles. 

mailto:JE;.:-!Im@al!.i1_,S_,J.eQ~:M!~J2l!!~~~~~~d\!2f:1


PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D! 

3. Describe the project's impact on your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

3. Gardens at Branch Libraries create: a reading garden: a place for conten:iplati_on, a 
community gathering space, an experience in horticulture and urban beaut1ficat1on. 

4. Did this project result in new models of publidprivate partnerships? Are there aspects of this project that would be instructive to 
agencies like yours in other cities? 

4. Yes. For the Red Hook project in particular, The Horticultural Society ofNew York 
obtained additional funding to offset the designer fee from a local bank foundation: The 
Independence Community Foundation. In this way, designer fees were covered via 
private money, therefore leaving that portion of Capital funding available for other 
Brooklyn Public Library projects. Additionally, The Horticultural Society ofNew York is 
using funds from that Independence grant to work with the New York City Housing 
Authority's summer program and local school children to maintain the garden. For other 
garden projects within the GreenBranches program, grants have come from Chase 
Manhattan Bank, The Kaplan Fund and partnerships with the NYC Departlnent of 
Corrections to maintain the gardens. These funds are indirectly used to support the library 
programming. 

5. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

5. The fact that the community is so excited about it and that they see the library as an 
integral partner in making it happen for them, the creation of a green space that they own. 
There is no "least successful" aspect of this program. It's a win-win situation for all. 
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vVer should be limited to the area 

representative of the group which 

1roduction or use by others, for any 
and authority to submit the 

1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? Describe the scope of involvement. 

In 1999, the City Council representative for the Red Hook area ofBrooklyn had seen several ofHSNY's GreenBranches 
gardens, all privately funded, installed at several other branches of the Brooklyn Public Library (BPL) and wanted one for 
his local branch. Accordingly, he put a line item in the capital budget, subsequently adopted, to fund the garden in a 
vacant lot adjacent to the library. The involvement of the NYC Department ofDesign and Construction (DDC), the City's 
capital program design and construction agency, is always triggered by the inclusion of a project in the adopted capital 
budget. That meant that DDC would be the City agency responsible for creating the garden. Typically, working with BPL, 
DDC would select a designer. In this case, the designer was chosen by BPL and HSNY. DDC then put the 
'ustallation/construction out to bid, including planting. DDC oversaw the contractor, assisted by an HSNY horticulturist. 

2. What trade-offs or compromises were required during the development of the project? 

Normally, "tradeoffs" suggests that so th· d d h · · 
ability ofHSNY to work with BPL to :r:i:e ~:rv:;: ~dt: t~_ be ;lte;ed_ or ehmmated. In this case, the "tradeoff' was the 
done previous design work for other GreenBranches gard 

O 
I~e B e ~~tgner of the garden. Both had one in mind who had 

sensitivity to the neighborhoods needs and wishes. IfDD;~:~o roo ~' and h~d shown ~e~t design skill and 
there was no certainty that this designer would have b 1 t /allow its reqmred competitive procurement procedures 
were raised, we could "trade-off' the otherwise d et~ se ec e . Because private funds for this portion of the project , 
were beneficial. The community very much wan'::,~ \e procurement pro_cedures. Similarly, the only "compromises" 

0 
!he pit ":'as folded into the design, which was not a typic:~~1:!:!e~~: ~g~ the vacant !ot, even after it became a garden; 
mstallat10n of an automatic watering system and the bud t 1. ffi . garden design. f.!SNY_ felt strongly about the 
for a DDC landscape project. ' ge me was su icient to ensure the mclus10n, again not typical 

3. How was the project financed? What, if any, innovative means of financing were used? 

As noted above, the financing was a public/private partnership, involving funds from a foundation (Independence 
Community), significant staff input from BPL's facilities office, and the staff of HSNY, a non-profit organization. While 
this type of partnership is not unique, it is not common and it has subsequently become the model for four additional DDC 
GreenBranches projects in Brooklyn now in the City's current capital budget. 



:VELOPER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

,,...,, did :he economic impacts of this project on the community compa~e with or differ from other projects you have been
1olved 1n? 

The Red Hook garden was a ve II . 
programmatic i t ti _ry sma proJect as NYC capital projects Th . 
be described asi:::c:n'o~~ct!;;e library, the nearby elementary school and!~·nei;:io~om~c- impac_t is small; the 

. . or oo is s1gmficant, but it cannot truly 

'hat aboui this project would be instructive to other developers? 

As noted above, in the sense that the seminal point for this kind of development is the City's capital budget, four other 
Brooklyn City Council members followed this example with additional projects for gardens at four other BPL branches in 
four widely disparate and equally underserved neighborhoods. The same formula of public/private partnership has been 
followed. More broadly, this is a model that other jurisdictions could certainly replicate - and we hope they will! 

hat do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

Cl~arly, the programmatic_impact on the library and its users, the elementary school and its students, and neighborhood 
which uses the garden for its own events are the greatest successes. The downside of this partnership was simply that it 
took a long time to pull together and be sure that all City procurement procedures were adhered to. 



PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms ii needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written dlrectly on the forms. Ii the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length oi each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a proiessional who worked as a consultant on the project. providing design, planning, legal, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other professionals if desired. 
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' 
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The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, th ateri ls submi d. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all tachedrJl',~~ t g,a t se rights and permissions. 

Si nature 

1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 

The rol~ ofHSNY_ is major. The GreenBr®:che~ concept was created at and by HSNY in the fall of 1996 to install 
?rofess1onal,ly designed gardens at ~r~ch hbranes and transform blighted areas into vibrant community centers through 
mtergenerat10nal worksh_ops and_ tr~mmg progr~s. The elegant Carnegie libraries from the early 20th century were selected 
becaus~, due to ch~g~s m_ the City s d_emo!l;aph1cs, ~~y now s_erve many of the City's neediest neighborhoods, and they are 
all ru:chit,ecturally d1stmg111shed. Workmg with the City s three mdependent library systems, but focusing first on Brooklyn 
Public L1br~ry (BPL) ?ec_ause_ of its great and enthusiastic support (and its large number of Carnegie branches), HSNY selects 
br3:11ches with e~erge~1c hbranru:is and staff, eager to create an aesthetic adornment to the neighborhood that would attract 
:s1den:s to the !rbrane_s and therr resources, and who realize th_e space could ~e creatively and programmatically utilized. 
'l~ 1s comm1tte~ to. _well-designed gardens that ar~ appropna_te to the architecture and historicity ofthe site; soil testing for 
,tr1ents and 3:11ythmg nsky, such as he~vy metals; soil amendat10n; hardscaping (benches, pergolas, planters etc.); 

ne1~hborhood mvolvement from the design phase on; automatic watering systems; excellent and appropriate plant materials· 
mamtenance programs to keep the gardens clean, neat and flourishing. ' 

2. From your perspective, how was the project intended to benefit the urban environment? 

The program creates much-needed safe and lovely green spaces in underserved neighborhoods, and stimulates public 
education and involvement with horticulture on a grassroots level for individuals who, living in an urban environment, often 
have minimal exposure to the natural world. Every neighborhood in which the gardens are installed is in need ofmore beauty, 
more serenity and a welcoming message, These gardens are a part of a positive transformation; they are physical 
manifestations ofrespectful and sensitive support by public and private entities of the needs and hopes of the communities. In 
addition, the gardens are installed at sites that are open to the public and strategically situated within neighborhoods so they 
can act as critical nodes in community networks, providing accessible places where residents can meet and communicate. 

3. Describe the project's impact on its community. Please be as specific as possible. 
Workshops and hands-on training in the gardens are offered so community members become an integral part of the gardens 
and their care. As they gain practical knowledge, they also exert ownership and pride in the gardens. Community needs are 
always considered; Red Hook has a barbecue pit as the garden's centerpiece, a first for the program, since the community 
utilized one when the lot was a vacant, rubble-strewn eyesore. Through their participation in the workshops, residents are also 

,duced to the many resources the libraries have to offer. Both the libraries and HSNY have found that this new space, 
_. _Jab le at a fraction of the cost of bricks and mortar for new wings, provides a major enhancement of the services offered by 
the branch to its community. Regular maintenance of the gardens is provided by HSNY's internship program of ex-offenders 
who graduated from HSNY's GreenHouse program at the city's jail, allowing them to make valuable contributions to the 
communities they are trying to reenter. HSNY's educational programs for kids -Apple Seed in the public schools and Read & 
Seed during the summer- use the gardens as learning laboratories to supplement indoor activities. The children learn about 
and experience firsthand these green spaces, and will form the nucleus of the group that cares for and uses them in the future. 



PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D; 

4 · Wh~t trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did vour organization participate in 
making them? ' 

The major tradeoff for the Red Hook garden was seeking private funding for a project that primarily support~d by a line in the 
NYC capitaf budget. Under the City's strict and restrictive procurement rules, 1t would have selected the des1gn~r. Both_ 
HSNY and BPL had a designer in mind who had designed other Brooklyn GreenBranches gardens. To ensure_ his selection, 
HSNY succeeded in raising funds from the Independence Community Foundation. The design is both aesthetically and 
functionally a great success. Community members, government officials, private and public funders, _educators,_ parents, 
children and other stakeholders, such as BPL leadership, often have divergent goa_ls. ~SNY wor~s with these d1v~rse_ groups 
to find solutions (and funding sources) to satisfy everyone and ensure that the proJect 1s accomp_hsh~d. ~ed Hook s library 
garden and the services and beauty it provides not only has satisfied everyone, but serves as an mspirat10n to others to make 

similar commitinents of support to this neighborhood. 

5. How might this project be instructive to others in your profession? 

The success of our program requires one central point to coordinate differe t · · 
much less working together. HSNY has willingly, enthusiasticall and n organizations, not accustomed ~o even speaking, 
and the other GreenBranches pro;ects We work w1·th th yfi , frankly, successfully become that pomt for Red Hook 

. , · o er nonpro its such as the Brook! B ta · JG · 
governmental agencies, (Brooklyn Public Library and Bo d fEd '. yn ° mca arden, quas1-. . ar o ucat1on) government ag · (D · construct10n, Correct10n, Sanitation, Parks and Recreation) ma·or funders . . .. enc1es, epartinents ofDesign '!nd 
are a proud captain ofa boat, keeping all oars in the water wo t th ' pnvate md1v1dua!s, and community members. 
Furthennore, HSNY is unique in that we COilllect our co , '. mg at e same spee~, reaching a common destination. 
synergy and increase their impact in the communitie O mmumty outrea_ch programs m a network to capitalize on their 
pub!ic school educational programs and a vocationai5inte::,ro;~h '!imstallin~ gardens as library resources for use by 
environmental program at a jail could be replicated elsewher/ p gr ' and usmg plant and other resources from an 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The success of the program is self-evident with the creation of the lovely gardens. All who see, visit and use the garden 
welcome and witness the transformation. The barbecue pit at Red Hook adds a special and particularly significant element 
for that neighborhood. The GreenBranches gardens create a wonderful sense of neighborhood. This project particularly, 
because of the complexity ofpartners, took a while to bring to fruition. An on-going challenge is providing constant and 
competent maintenance ofthe gardens. HSNY envisioned that the community workshops and subsequent volunteering 
would provide adequate care ofthe gardens. We found that, despite the participation in and enthusiasm for the workshops, 
the community does not always provide continuous, independent responsibility for maintenance, which often required 
heavy lifting and working during hot summers. Our strategy to offer ex-offenders who graduated from our program in th1 
jail horticultural internships has been working, although their employ is dependent on private funding. 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a design professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other design professionals if desired. 

Name ~llst02G---th N\~iz.--r,J, fl.A Hie bw.fCMY; Plt1nt\Wl~,l)c1"-,;-fac_thha-s. 
Organization 0~'\{b\;:...hAN\ 1?wltv /,1l,u~ Telephone (]\B) 2."?l>. 2-l(p(&, 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature b~g.~ tf'l. _,,, ,A{~ -
1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc. 

1. In a simplified statement, the design must transform a rubble 
strewn urban lot into a landscaped oasis for the community and 
for additional library programmatic space. Materials should be 
attractive but durable and requiring minimal maintenance. These 
urban spaces, once renovated, receive lots of use; the audience 
is varied and materials must accommodate each and every user. 
Plants must be tough yet soft; they must be able to withstand hot 
dry urban conditions where watering is sometimes scarce yet be 
inviting and attractive to residents. They should bloom for long 
periods with minimal care. Paving materials should be durable and 
constructed well. Minimal maintenance is paramount as we navigate 
the city's budget. 

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design. 

2. The design must include easy access by the community and 
library staff so that the landscaped garden can have meaningful 
use for all and accommodate library programming. 

The garden must be able to accommodate groups of children for 
reading activities and storytelling. It must encourage meaningful 
participation from neighborhood residents in the care and 
gardening required to permit the garden to endure. The goal of 
the design is to facilitate the sharing of knowledge of the value 
of landscaped spaces in urban environments and to teach gardening 
practices. 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'Dl 

3. Describe the major challenges oi designing this project and any design trade-offs or compromises required to complete the project. 

3. The major challenge of the design is to create beauty in a 
maintenance free palette of materials. 

The design trade off: Security in an urban environment_ Often, 
security methods appear menacing. High, obtrusive and obvious 
fencing and lock systems sometimes compromise the. beauty of a 
garden. Also challenging is the task of minimizing annual costs. 
Additionally challenging: 
Obtaining high quality contractors that are qualified and 
knowledgeable in the City's large procurement system. 

4. Describe the way in which the project relates to its urban context. 

4. The project relates to its urban setting through contrast and 
provides an oasis where one is surely needed_ These gardens, and 
the civility that is created by them, mirrors the hope of the 
philanthropic library system and compliments the foundation of 
the library system benefaction of 100 years ago_ 

5. Describe the strengths and weakness~s_Qf th~ R~oject'~ design and architecture. 

5. The project's design is reflective to its site. 

A weakness, if I was to determine one, is that additional space 
is not an option; the sites have boundaries- These urban settings 
do not allow much growth anymore. We are limited and bound to 
established parameters. 

The strength of the design is that we are creating gardens where 
gardens have NEVER existed before- The gardens are designed to 
reflect the architecture of the building: classical in design, 
modern in design, federal, vernacular etc..As the buildings span 
100 years, designs are implemented to compliment the historicity 
of the site and building. 



OTHER PERSPECTIVE' 

Name: Ms. Kathleen Leonard Title: Principal 

Organization: P.S. 15 The Patrick Daly School Telephone: (718) 330-9280 

Address: 71 Sullivan Street City/State/Zip: Brooklyn, NY 1123 I 

Fax: (718) 596-2576 E-mail: 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make 
:;.va.llable for l'eproduction or use by others, for any pUl))Ose what,.o;oever, the materiills 
submitted, The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and au1hori,ty to submit 
the application and all attached materials and to grant th~e rights and penni$$ions, 

·Signature:~ kz ,,Y-<&k:Ge::1 __,./ 

I. What role did you play in the dc:velopment ofthis project? 

P.S. 15 served The Horticultural Society ofNew York's Apple Seet,i project, (an 
educational outreach offshoot of the C'm:enBranchcs Program) by off~ng logistical support, 
Our administrative staff identifi.od olassroom teachers for the program, prepared for teacher 
trainings, organi?..ed on-going field trips to the garden. and promoted community events in 
the garden. Our staffbrought students to visit the gardeo several times throughout the year, 
to 'participate in various gard~·related maintenance activities, plant identification and hands
O,l art projects. We also allocated s,;;hool funds to pUTChase garden supplies. 

2. Describe the impact that this project .has had on your commUDity. 

First, the project has enhanced our $Cience department and has given our teachers 
a new approach to teaching. Our tc11ehers team taught with the HSNY ed\lcator who 
provided weekly hands•oIJ lesson plans. Teachers who were trained for a full school year 
could implement the lessons on their O\S,11 in the following years. 

Secondly, many ofthe students who attend P.S. 15 Jive ill the Red Hook B:ousing 
Projects, in urban Brooklyn. Each wi,ek, the students were able to experience the 
environment, plant life, ecology, and gardening. Having this experience is a real 
opportuni1y to learn about their world as well as a real treat for thi,m, Apple Seed has 
inspired many ofour students to visit the library gardC!ll after school and on the weekends 
for Satw-day Family Gardening workshops. 

finally. the teachers and students effort~ have beautified their community. The 
garden is a l.iving model ofthe possibilities tl1at can be crea1ed from gQrgeous plant material, 
the knowledge of those P.lants, and the power ofrhe human spirit. 

https://identifi.od


3, What lrade-offs and comprorni3e:o; were required durlDg the development ofthe project? 
Did you participate in making them? 

Not all the classes in O'lll' school were able to pa1'ticipate in the Apple Seed program. 
We selected the third grade, so that every third grader in the school would contribute to the 
garden and enter the fourth grade with the .lplowledge ofphotosynthe~is, the water cycle, and 
the anatomy ofa flowers. These topics are covered on the city wide science test. We arc in 
our fourth year ofcollaboration with The Horticultural Society ofN~w York and over 300 
students end 14 teachen have had the opportunity to study and pai:ticipate in maintaio.ing a 
garden. 

4. What do you consider to be the most and lea.st successful aspect.s of this project? 

Most: Apple Seed provides quality, teacher trai!ling. Using practical, inc:xpensive 
materillls, the teachers engage the students in ecology and horticultural activities. These 
activities take place both indoors aod outdo(,rs. Apple Seed has enabled our teachers to 
demonstrate what it means to be life long learners. 

Least: None. It b~ been a totally rewarding experience for all ofus. 
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April '.WOO 
Existing Site 

Red Hook Branch Library 
Brooklyn Public Library 

7 Wolcott Street. Brooklyn. Y 11231 

Funded by Ci ty Capital Funds & Independence Communit) Foundation 
Designed by Kevin Gerard. RLA 

Project Management: The Horticultural Society of e\.\ York 
& YC Department of Design and Construction 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 

mailto:hsny@hsny.org
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Installation and Construction pring 2001 

Red Hook Branch Library 
Brooklyn Publ ic Library 

7 Wolcott Street. Brooklyn, Y 1123 1 

Funded by City Capital Fund · & Independence Communit) Foundation 
Designed by Kevin Gerard. RLA 

Project Management: The Horticultural ociety of e," York 
& YC Depar1ment of Design and Construction 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 

mailto:hsny@hsny.org
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Brooklyn Public Libl"al) 
7 Wolcott creet. Broo!.. lyn, Y 1113 1 

Funded b) Cit) Capital Funds & Independence Communit) Foundation 
Designed b) Kevin Gerard. RLA 

Project Management: The I lorticultural Society of e~, Yori-. 
& YC Department of Design and Construction 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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Communit} Installation and Construction Bulb Planting Fall 200 I 

Red Hool-. Branch Libra!) 
Brookl}n Public Libra!') 

7 Wolcon Street, BrookI) n. NY 11 ~31 

Funded b} Cit) Capital Funds & Independence Com.munit) Foundation 
Designed b) Kevin Gerard. RLA 

Project Management: The I Ion iculrural Societ) of e\, York 
& 'YC Department of Design and Construc11on 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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Communi!) Council Member. Angel Rodriquez & Friend of the LibraJ}. Emma Boughton Spring :mo I 
Responsible for Garden Ad,ocac::, 

Red Hook Branch Librllf). Brookl~ n Public Librar: 
7 ~ olcon Street. Brook lyn. NY I 123 1 

Funded b) Cit) Capital Funds & Independence Communit) Foundat ion 
Designed b) Ke, in Gerard. RLA 

Project Management: The Honicu ll ural ocie~ of Ne,, York 
& 'YC Department of Dc~1gn and Construction 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 

mailto:hsny@hsny.org
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STUDIO GERARD 
Kevin Gerard.LalldsC8JMI_Ar:cbltect 

18 Park Place 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11217 



Completed Garden 
Red Hook Branch Librar, 
Brooklyn Public Library 

ummer2002 
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Additional Garden Projects 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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Saratoga Branch Library, rear. 
Pre-installation, December 1997. 

Saratoga Branch Library garden, rear. 
Post-installation, summer 1999. 
Funded by the J.M. Kaplan Fund. 
Designed by Donna Gutkin. Pergola 
installed by the Parks Council. 
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Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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DeKalb Branch Library garden, en 
::, 

pre-installation, September 1998. 

DeKalb Branch Library garden, 
post-installation, summer 2000. '< 
Funded by the Jefrrey & Hannah Moskin Family 
Fund. Designed by Jefrrey Poor. Pergola 
installation by the Parks Council. 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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96th Street Branch Library, pre-installation, May 1999. 
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96th Street Branch Library, post-installation, spring 
2000. 
Designed by Alonzo Zamora. 
Funded by the Citizens Committee ofNev. York 
City's Neighborhood Leadership Libraries Program 
and The New York Community Trust. 
Pergola installed by the Parks Counci l. 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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•1·• l11 
■ -•The Horticultural Society of New York 

128 West 58th Street, New York, NY 10019-2103 
Tel: (212) 757-0915 • Fax: (212) 246-1207 

e-mail: hsny@hsny.org 

: . ·:~ ~ ,\-1,... 

ao 
Leaf raking & composting @ Saratoga Branch Library ~ Brooklyn Public Library, Fall 200 I 0-

(D 

~ 
r/).Planting & Installing donated shrubs 

from Long Island Nurseries & Rockefeller Center 
with NYC Department of Correction assistance, Fall 2000 

Interns selecting seasonal plants at Nurseries 
for display at GreenBrancbes gardens, Spring 2000 

Planting & Insta lling Shrubs, Summer 200 I 

@ Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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, wv volunteers at the summer annuals planting Planting summer annuals in containers at the 
of the aratoga Branch Librar Woodhaven Branch Library GreenBranches 
GreenBranches garden. garden. 

Planting summer annuals in the 96th treet 
Branch Library Green Branches garden. 
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Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 

mailto:hsny@hsny.org


~ 

- ~jY_.:: 
;.• .

c,·+/ _: 

,;, _. 

Brooklyn 
~· \ 

-' .·Public ; ...... : 
,.,...~-::..b •Library· 

Horticultural Society ofNew York May 15,2002 
128 W 58 St. . 
New York, NY 10019 

George Conwell 
Manager, Community Libraries 
396 Clinton St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 

To the Society: 

I want to thank you for sending Ms. Hannah Cabell to the branches I manage to plant bulbs, begonias 
and many other beautiful flowers. I planted with her at each ofthe four branches J roanagi, (Pacific, Red Hook, 
Park Slope, Carroll Gardens) and many community members, including elected officials and Friends ofthe 
Library, remarked on the positive contribution the society made with its plants. The community was invited and 
got involved in a memorable experience creating a colorful addition to our neighborhoods. Equally impressive 
was the pleasant, engaging way Ms. Cabell worked with the staffand public. Veteran public servants remarked 
on her excellent work as a good will ambassador for the Society. The staff and public will cheerfully remember 
her whenever the flowers bloom. 

Thank you, 

George Conwell 



93rd VEAR, 
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The Horticultural Society of New York 
128 West 58th Street, New York, NY 10019-2103 

Tel: (212) 757-0915 • Fax: (212) 246-1207 
e-mail: hsny@hsny.org 

Greenj3ranches Garden & Public 
School Partnership: PS 15 

Red Hook Library 
Brooklyn Public Library 

Improving the quality of life in New York City through horticulture. 
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Apple Seed 
Site Visit Information 

PS 15 Patrick Daly School 
Ms. Leonard - Principal 
71 Sullivan St. (Van Brundt, Richards) 
Brooklyn, NY 11231 
(718) 330-9280 
Fax (718) 596-2576 

Wednesdays 
Ms.Patty Isoldi and Ileen McCarville Class 3-222 9-10:30 am 
Ms. Judy Brown Class 3-223 10:30-12:00 

Historical Information: 

P.S. 15 is located in Red Hook adjacent to the Red Hook Housing Project and down the street 
from the Red Hook Branch Library. The existing school garden program geared towards pre-K 
students maintains the garden located in the school's courtyard. 
During the 1999-2000 school year, Apple Seed students created a perennial bed ·on the North 
side of the school. We had a fabulous year with two fourth grade classes. 

P.S. 15 was chosen for its proximity to the Red Hook Branch Library garden, a project sponsored 
by The Horticultural Society ofNew York's GreenBranches program. The library garden was 
recently installed in Spring 2002 - Apple Seed students will be included in on-going garden 
maintenance. Apple Seed students will visit the Red Hook Branch Library Garden throughout 
the year to participate in various garden-related maintenance activities, plant identification, and 
art projects. 

Student Population at P.S. 15: 
60-70% of the students are Hispanic. 
15-25% are African-American. 
8% are Caucasian. 

Getting there: 
SUBWAY: Take the F train to the Smith/9th St. stop. Transfer to the B77 to Red Hook. (Note: 
B77 to Park Slope stops at the same bus stop - be sure to ask the driver if bus goes to Red Hook.) 
Exit bus at Lorraine & Otsego St. stop, continue down Wolcott St. (Lorraine turns into Wolcott) 
past the Red Hook Housing Project. You should see school on the corner of Wolcott and 
Richards St. Turn right on Richards and left on Sullivan - the school entrance is on your left. 

Limited on-street parking available. 



Dr. Herb to the Rescue 
Apple Seed 

THE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK 

Objective:* Identify common garden herbs with a field guide * Use senses to describe herbs and medicinal plants * Concoct a soothing olive oil, beeswax and herbal salve 

Materials: 
DK Pocket Garden Herbs book by Penelope Ody, scissors, gloves, herb samples, burner, 
pot, metal spoons, tongs, beeswax, small bug boxes, olive oil, tea tree oil, cheesecloth, 
string, self laminating sheets, index cards 

Procedures: 
1. Define herbs, their appearance and uses. 

2. Garden Activity: Take the students on a tour of the garden. Highlight herbs and 
medicinals in the garden. Students can harvest one stem of abundantly growing herbs 
with a pair of scissors. 

3. Examine herbs. Students can smell, observe, feel, and in some cases; taste the 
various herbs. 

4. Have students Read up on the names and uses of the herbs in the DK Pocket Garden 
Herbs book. 

5. Art Activity: Pass out index cards to record information. Using a self- laminating 
sheet, attach a sample of herbs with the information card, to create a sealed and 
lasting information card to take home. 

6. Making the herbal salve. 
• Combine 2 parts olive oil to I part beeswax in a pot. Heat on low setting. 
• Explore the dried herbs. Compare and contrast with the live garden examples. 
• Place the herbs in the cloth pouch. 
• Drop the herb pouch into the melted mixture. 
• Carefully stir for 5 minutes on low heat. 
• Remove the herb pouch with the tongs. 
• Drip a few drops of the warm mixture on a desk to test its consistency. 

You can add small amounts of oil to make the salve thinner or more beeswax 
to make the salve thicker. 

• Pour the warm liquid into empty containers to cool. 
• LUBEUP! 



BUG BITES 

What is a bug? 
Most people call a "bug" any creature that is small, creepy crawly, slimy, flying, has lots of legs, 
can sting or bite us, or generally grosses us out. But, an entomologist (an insect scientist) would 
certainly not be pleased with this definition. A true bug is a type of insect that can be identified 
by a shield or triangle shape on their backs (on their wings). 

What is an insect? 
Well, it's a bug right? Nope, remember a bug is only one type of insect. We know for sure that 
an animal is an insect by looking for several distinguishing characteristics ( ofcourse there are 
some exceptions) . 

All insects are invertebrates. 
Their bodies are divided into three parts: a head, a thorax, and an abdomen. 

Insects have six jointed legs, which are usually attached to the thorax. 

Insects also have external mouthparts, an exoskeleton (which is made of chitin, the same thing 
our fingernails are made of), antennae, compound eyes and usually one or two pairs of wings. 
Types of insects include: bees, wasps, dragonflies, beetles, ants, cockroaches, butterflies, moths. 
termites, crickets/grasshoppers, fleas and flies. Animals that are not insects but are usually 
cal led bugs include: spider/ticks (they are arachnids), slugs, and snails (mollusks) worms, and 
centipedes/millipedes, and pill bugs (crustaceans). 

Why are insects so important? 
According to scientists, insects comprise over 10,000 species and over2/3 of the known species 
of animals on our planet. Many feel that even this is a low estimate. In fact, there are more 
species of beetles (a type of insect) in the world than there are all of the other animal species 
combined! So, just by the sheer number ofspecies, we know that insects play many vital roles in 
the ecology of our planet (from pollination to decomposition). 

Beneficial or Harmful? 
When gardeners talk about bugs, they are usually referring to them as beneficial or harmful bugs. 
Beneficial bugs help the gardener in some way (maybe they pollinate the plants, eat harmful 
bugs, or help with decomposing organic matter). Beneficial bugs include: assassin bugs, 
ladybird beetles (ladybugs), praying mantises, lacewings, many types of wasps and the syphid 
fly. Harmful bugs hurt the gardener in some way (usually by eating the plants). Harmful garden 
bugs include: slugs, snails, many types ofcaterpillars, cucumber beetles, aphids, spider mites, 
whiteflies, and flea beetles. 

For information on how to get rid ofpests: Massingham Hart, Rhonda 1991 
Bugs. Slugs & Other Thugs: Controlling Garden Pests Organically 

ISBN: 0-88266-664-9 

For more BUG BITES, speak with an Apple Seed Instructor at (2 12) 757-0915 ext. 207 

Apple Seed 1s a Cammuniry Service ofThe Hor//culrural Sociery ofNew l'ork 



THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGLY 
Read & Seed 2002 

Objectives: * Differentiate between beneficial and harmful insects * Search for insects in their garden habitat * Reinforce the new knowledge by creating ants on a log 

Materials: On Beyond Bugs by Dr. Seuss, insect field guides, magnifying 1.5 inch boxes, 
wooden sticks, celery, peanut butter, raisins, plastic knives. 

Procedure: 

1. Garden Activity: Students can work in cooperative groups to collect and inspect garden 
bugs. Encourage them to carefully peek under small rocks and leaves. They might have 
more insect success if they imagine that they are quiet, stealth insect predators. Try using 
a wooden stick for getting into tiny cracks and hard to reach places. 

2. Gently place the bugs collected into a magnifying bug box for serious inspection. 

3. Identify the bugs using the insect guide books. 

4. Record and share bug findings. Where did most bugs seem to be hiding? How many 
different bug types were found? Were the bugs living alone or in groups? 

5. Be sure when complete to release the insects back to their home. 

6. Art Activity: Pass out a celery stick and a plastic knife to each student. Make the 
rounds with the peanut butter as students scoop in and spread peanut butter on their 
celery " logs." 

7. Distribute raisins to students and have them arrange their "ants" on their "logs." 

8. While you Read On Beyond Bugs by Dr. Seuss the students can enjoy their ants on a log 
snack. 

Apple Seed is a Community Service ofThe Horticu/Jural Society ofNew York 
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