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ABSTRACT 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. • 

Pro·ect Name 

Address Cit /State/ZIP 

1. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 
urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues; design quality.) 
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ABSTRACT 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms ifneeded. If 
possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the fonns. lfthe forms are not used and answers are typed on 
a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited 
to the area provided on the original form 

Project Name: Hawley Ridge Apartments 
Address: 920 N. Hawley Road Milwaukee, WI 53213 

I. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

Hawley Ridge apartments were designed to provide affordable safe housing options 
specifically for blind, or visually impaired individuals. In order to maximize the opportunities to 
assist these individuals in successful independent living, the 58-unit apartment building was 
created with over 40 design modifications to meet the needs of this unique population. 

Since it's inception over 80 years ago, housing has been a core program of the Badger 
Association. The association has provided supported living, dorm style housing for up to 60 blind 
or visually impaired individuals. Our creation of the Hawley Ridge apartments is an extension of 
our mission to foster independence and enhance the quality of life for individuals who are 
visually impaired. 

75% of the 60,000 blind and visually impaired people in our four-county area live below the 
poverty level. 75% of those ofworking age are unemployed and 25% of that group is 
underemployed. 29 of the 64 individuals currently in the new Hawley Ridge Apartments are 
seniors and 34 of the residents have an average income level of$!0,000. 

The Hawley Ridge Apartments meet a significant need to provide safe affordable housing in 
lieu of substandard housing in unsafe neighborhoods, that is typically the only option for 
individuals at these income levels. It also allows these individuals to live independently as an 
option to nursing homes. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors 
as: effect on the urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and 
creative approaches to urban issues; design quality.) 

The Hawley Ridge apartments were created specifically to meet the needs ofblind or visually 
impaired people. Extensive research was done to find specific adaptations for the building that 
would allow these individuals to maximize their independence in daily living. This has resulted in 
over 40 adaptive modifications in the construction, with modification in such areas as: lighting, 
high contrasting color schemes, tactual surface changes, orientation rails, appliance modification, 
doorway size and security enhancement. * See attachment 
Over 60,000 residents in the four-county Milwaukee metropolitan area are severely visually 
impaired. This number is expected to double in the next ten years. With loss ofvision comes the 
potential for social isolation, an individual's loss of ability to access services in the conununity 
and a loss of independence. Hawley Ridge apartments have been constructed on the Badger 
Association campus, allowing easy access to support services and additional recreational 
opportunities. However, it serves as a model that can be built in any conununity to meet the needs 
of the increasing aging population with severe visual impairment. Using the Section 42 Tax 
Credit program, the Badger Association has been able to construct the 58-unit apartment building 
with little impact on its financial reserves. 
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Badger Association of the Blind and Visually Impaired 
Hawley Ridge Apartments-Adaptive Elements 

Visual elements: 

• Contrasting colors schemes and placement were utilized to maximize the 
use of remaining vision and give 'visual-clues' to assist in the 
identification of key elements. 

o Hallway carpet has border of high-contrast color. 
o Residual peripheral vision is maximized in the kitchen with the use 

3-inch dark-green high-contrast boarder, which distinguishes 
countertop from floor as person looks down. 

o Standard white or tan outlet covers were replaced with black covers 
and all outlets are raised 2 feet above floor to bring them closer to 
people's vision field (assists with mobility issues also). 

o Dark colored couches/chairs and black walnut wood furniture (built 
by a blind man) is used in lobby and dining room to maximize 
contrast between furniture and flooring. 

• Indirect lighting and glare reduction is utilized. 
o Apartments have twice the lighting of ordinary apartments and 

dimmer switches replace standard light switches to create maximum 
and optimal lighting without glare. 

o All overhanging kitchen cabinets have lighting built underneath to 
intensify contrast of items on countertop without causing excess 
glare. 

o Wall sconces replace all standard recessed ceiling fluorescent lights 
in public areas such as the hallway. 

o Each stairway landing has a distinct color to assist in identifying 
what floor the person is on. 

o Additional lighting was added to exterior walkways and building 
fac;ade to assist with safe travel at night and to provide added 
security. 



Tactual elements: 

• Tactual surface changes, raised dots/lines and Braille are utilized through 
building to assist in giving out necessary information. 

o Kitchen appliances and laundry facilitieis are marked with florescent/ 
raised-lines markings that direct user to most often used settings. 

o All microwaves have a dial rather than digital controls. 
o Heating and air conditioning controls have tactual markings. 
o Stoves were purchased with control panels in front so people don't 

have to reach over hot burners to find control knobs. 
o Cutting boards have holes cut in them so people can put a garbage 

can under the hole to collect garbage or a bowl in the hole to keep 
track of location of stationary bowl. 

o Braille, large print labels and magnets in the shape of food (i.e. peas 
and beans) are placed on canned goods to identify content since 
some people can't see standard labels 

o The lobby floor has high-tactual contrast through the use of hard tile 
flooring along typical walking pathways and soft carpet flooring for 
sitting areas. 

o There are tactual brick imprints along edge of exterior sidewalk to 
alert walkers of location. 

o Sidewalk landings that lead into parking lot will have truncated 
doomed pad installed to alert people of transition to parking lot. 

o Braille and tactual large-print signage are utilized throughout. 
o Stair railings have rings at the end of each stairway so travelers 

know they are near a landing landing. 
o Hallways are lined with orientation rails, which lead to a recessed 

opening at each apartment doorway. People will utilize these 
openings to assist in orientating themselves to the location they are 
at in the hallway (i.e. the forth opening on the left is my apartment). 

o Each floor has an art theme to help residents know what floor they're 
on when they get off the elevator - (i.e. quilts, audible art and 
sculptures on different floors). 

o All handles in building are levers rather than doorknobs. 
o Dining room tables are square and parallel to walls to assist people 

in identifying wall, counters or doorway. 
o Additional kitchen cabinetry is utilized to assist with organizing items 

for everyday use. 



Other: 
• There are icemakers in the freezers to ease the burden of getting an ice 

tray from the sink to the freezer. 
• Security is enhanced to give people who perceive themselves as 

vulnerable a sense of safety. For example, 16 cameras monitor all public 
areas, apartments have electronic dead-bolt key entrance, and exterior 
doors accept electronic access cards. 

• Sliding closet doors are hung from the ceiling rather than gliding on the 
floor to avoid items falling into the tracks and not seen. 

• Each apartment entrance door is equipped with a 2'x1' shelf to assist with 
groceries or purse when opening door and entering. 

• Mailboxes are super sized, since Braille periodicals and books are often 
much larger than standard print. 

• There are extra towel bars in the bathrooms. 
• Doorways in building are large enough for wheelchairs and half of the 

units have wheel-in-showers to allow older people to age-in-place. 
• Since blind and visually impaired people are more reliant on sound, all 

interior walls have excess soundproofing insulation, floors have 2 layers 
of plywood and extra carpet padding, windows are upgraded, and hallway 
floors are built with six inches of concrete to lessen traffic noise. 

• The fire alarms are equipped with undulating alarm noise rather than a 
steady noise to give moments of silent that assist with orientation, hazard 
identification, and oral assistance from others. 

• A "dog relief area" and washroom with raised bathtub will assist people 
with guide dogs and/or pets. 

• The courtyard was designed with multiple scent-sensory plants to add 
value for blind people living in apartments. 

• A large screen television with surround sound is provided in lounge. 
• Front entrance is equipped with Braille and Large-print directory. 
• A "talking" elevator has been installed to reassure people of their location. 
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American cities embody our nation's greatest 
triumphs.and most daunting challenges. At 
their best they showcase the rich diversity, 
cultural achievement, and democratic values 
that characterize the American spirit. At their 
worst they reflect our country's most persistent 
social ills - economic disparity, hopelessness, 
neglect and abandonment. Yet there are those 
places that are developed with such vision and 
imagination that they transform urban problems 
into creative solutions. The Rudy Bruner Award 
for Urban Excellence (RBA) seeks to discover 
those special places and to celebrate and 
publicize their achievements. 

Excellence exists in every city. It can be 
found in downtowns, neighborhoods, and 
parks. The Rudy Bruner Award searches for 
urban places that embody excellence, and 
celebrates their contribution to the richness and 
diversity of the urban experience. These places 
often transcend the boundaries between 
architecture, urban design, and planning. They 
are born through processes of transformation -
the renewal of something old, or the creation of 
something new that resonates in the history of 
community life. 

The Rudy Bruner Award considers form only 
one aspect of urban excellence. An excellent 
urban place involves the interplay of process, 
place and values. Processes may be inclusive, 
innovative or participatory. Places may be 
grandiose or modest, new or historic, but they 
must be well designed. Values guide the 
inevitable trade-offs involved in bringing a 
project to life. The Award seeks to illuminate 
the complex process of urban placemaking, so 
that it may be strengthened to better reflect the 
balance between form and use; opportunity 
and cost; preservation and change. 

Eligibility/Who May Apply 
• The pro,ect must be a real place, not just a 

plan or a program. Since site visits are 
integral to the award process, the project 
must have been in operation for a sufficient 
amount of time to demonstrate success. 

• The project must be located in the contigu
ous 48 states. It is not feasible to conduct 
site visits at international locations. 

• There are no distinct categories. Projects 
may include any type of place which makes 
a positive contribution to the urban 
environment. 

• Urban environment is broadly defined to 
include cities, towns, or villages; a neigh
borhood within a city; an urban county; or 
an officially recognized region made up of 
two or more cities. 

• Applications may be initiated by any person 
who has been involved in the planning, 
development or operation of a project. 

• Previous applicants may re-apply. 

Notice: 
Projects from the City of'Boston, Massa

chusetts are not eligible for the 2003 
Award cycle due to the participation of 
Mayor Menino on the Selection Commit
tee. We welcome Boston projects in future 
years. 

Projects receiving funds from the City of 
Chicago ~re not eligible due to the partici
pation of Commissioner Berg. 

Completing the Application 
The application is designed to give each 

project the opportunity to state its story in its 
own words, and to elicit multiple perspectives 
on project development. 

Applicants are urged to concentrate their 
efforts on providing a clear description of their 
projects and responsive answers to the ques
tions on the application forms. Expensive pre
sentations are discouraged. Although visual 
representations of the project such as drawings, 
photographs, plans, and maps are helpful, 
judgments will be based upon the quality of the 
project, rather than on the elaborateness of the 
presentation. 

Prizes and Presentation 

The Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excel
lence is given to five winning projects in each 
biennial award cycle. 

• One Gold Medal Winner receives$50,000. 

• Four Silver Medal Winners are awarded 
$10,000 each. 

• The winning project may use prize 
money in any way that benefits the project. 

• All winners are promoted by the Bruner 
Foundation and are included in books 
that are published by the Foundation. 

• All finalists will be featured in award cere
monies, and in a media outreach effort. 

2001 Winners 

Gold Medal: 
The Village of Arts and Humanities, 

Philadelphia, PA 

Silver Medals: 
lower East Side Tenement Museum, 

New York, NY 

New Jersey Performing Arts Center, 
Newark, NJ 

South Platte River Greenway, 
Denver, CO 

Swan's Marketplace, Oakland, CA 

2003 Selection Committee 
Alicia Mazur Berg, Commissioner, Dept. of 
City Planning and Development, Chicago, IL 

Kofi S. Bonner, Executive VP, Business 
Operations & Chief Administrative Officer, 
Cleveland Browns, Berea, OH 

Gary Hack, Dean, Graduate School of Fine 
Arts, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA 

Thomas M. Menino, Mayor, Boston, MA 

Maurice Lim Miller, Director, Family Indepen
dence Initiative, Oakland, CA 

Gail L. Thompson, Director, Performing Arts 
Center of Greater Miami, FL 

Perspective Sheets 
Perspective sheets are provided to assist t 

people who were involved in the project in de-1 _ 
scribing their personal or organizational point 
of view. It is important that as many people as 
appropriate from the following categories com
plete perspective sheets, and a minimum of 4 
sheets is required as part of the application. If 
it is not possible or appropriate to submit 4 
sheets, please explain why not. Applicants may 
use their discretion to identify which categories 
are most pertinent to the project: 

• Community Representative perspective; 

• Public Agency perspective (from local, 
state or federal government agencies); 

• Developer perspective; 

• Professional Consultant perspective; 

• Architect or Designer perspective; 

• Other perspective (which might not fit 
above categories). 

Please obtain as wide an array of pers
pectives as possible. More than one "Other" 
perspective may be submitted if appropriate. 
Use the perspective sheet marked "Other" for 
people who do not fit into the categories pro
vided or for a unique point of view that will 
enhance your submission. The completed 
perspective sheets must be included in the 
application package. 

Applicants should feel free to use photo
copies of the application forms if needed. If 
possible, answers to all questions should be 
typed directly on the forms. If the forms are not , 
used and answers are typed on a separate page,( 
each answer must be preceded by the question -, 
to which it responds. The length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the Original form. 

All information in the application should 
be placed in an 8-1/2" X 11" 3-ring binder. To 
assist the Selection Committee in reviewing the 
submissions, arrange the pages of the appli
cation and supplementary materials in the 
order indicated above. Please include one 
additional copy of Abstract, Project Data, and 
an image to be photocopied and sent to the 
Selection Committee for review. 

Key Dates 
• Submissions must be received at the Found

ation no later than Monday, December 16, 
2002. 

• Five finalists will be notified by January 15, 
2003. 
Site visits to finalists will take place in 
January, February and March, 2003. 

• The Gold and Silver Medal Winners will be 
selected and notified in May, 2003. 

• Presentations of the Rudy Bruner Award for 
Urban Excellence will be made in May and 
June of 2003. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application fonns ifneeded. If 
possible, answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on 
a separate page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length ofeach answer should be limited 
to the area provided on the original form 

I.How has the project impacted the local community? 

Prior to construction, a detailed market study was prepared which documented the need for safe, 
affordable housing for visually impaired people throughout Southeastern WI. In addition to the 
39 residents of the Badger Association boarding home, an additional 75 households from the 
community indicated a desire to occupy available units. 51 of the units are reserved for low to 
moderate- income individuals as defined by the Housing Authority of the City ofMilwaukee. 
Tenants who qualify for housing vouchers through HUD pay no more than 30% of their 
maximum income for rent. This addresses the need for affordable, safe housing for these low
income individuals. Over 60,000 residents in the four-county Milwaukee metropolitan area are 
severely visually impaired. Due to the increasing aging population, this number is expected to 
double in the next ten years. Hawley Ridge apartments have become a model for housing that 
that can be built in other communities which will enable visually impaired seniors maintain their 
independence. The local major newspaper has carried a feature, cover article on the apartments 
and the special adaptive features, and over 1500 people have already toured the new building. 

2. Describe the underlying values ofthe project. What, if any significant trade offs were required to implement the 
project? 

The underlying value of the project is the production of a safe community for blind & visually 
impaired individuals to live. The Badger Association had run a boarding home for the blind since 
1921 and in the last 10 years had a serious decline in people interested in that type ofhousing. 
The "next generation" ofblind & visually impaired individuals are interested in more 
independent housing but find tremendous value in the additional services we offer to our 
residents. The costs involved in running the boarding home were also a drain on the agency 
budget. The Badger Association has a building adjacent to the Hawley Ridge Apartments where 
we offer supportive services. They include, recreational opportunities, vocational training, 
computer, Braille and other adaptive communications skills classes, and classes in adaptive 
activities of daily living In addition volunteer services for needs such as mail reading, money 
management, and grocery shopping are provided. The Association also offers light housekeeping 
and some optional meal services to the residents at Hawley Ridge. 

The major trade off required to implement this project was the amount of education the 
Association had to do with various groups in the community. Among these groups were the 
immediate adjacent homeowners who feared the words "Low or Moderate" income housing. 
After educating them on the concept, its value to the community, quality construction and upscale 
exterior design, there were no objections to the project. There was also concern expressed by 
some of the current residents in our boarding home, many of whom had been residents for over 
30 years, who were transitioning from a 125 sq. ft. room to 650 sq. ft. apartments. The Badger 
Association staff created a 12- month transition program designed to teach these residents skills, 
which would enable them to successfully make the transition to independent living. Creation of 
this program resulted in an increase in the agency budget of $119,000. 



3. Describe the key elements ofthe development process, including community participation where appropriate. 

One of the first elements was hiring a consultant to conduct a detailed market study to 
determine the need for affordable, secure housing for blind and visually impaired 
individuals in the Milwaukee metropolitan area. Another of the primary elements was 
the research in design adaptations for the building, specific to the blind and visually 
impaired population. An additional focus was placed on accessible features for seniors, 
such as wider doorways for wheelchairs, so that they could "age in place" in these 
apartments and not need to relocate to nursing homes. 
Selection of an architect with specific expertise in senior housing with an emphasis on 
adaptations for disabilities was also important to the project. Other key elements of the 
development process ofHawley Ridge Apartments were obtaining the award for the tax 
credit financing and communicating with the city government and the local community 
about the need and benefits that the project would bring to the community. Our local 
alderman was instrumental in assisting us in this process 

4. Describe the financing ofthe project. Include all funding sources and sq ft. costs where applicable. 

The 69,090 sq. ft. 58 unit apartment building was financed in part by the IRS Federal 
Housing Tax Credit Program. This program allocates federal tax credits for a period of 
ten years to multifamily housing developments that serve low-to-moderate income 
Individuals. Of the $5.9 million of cost to construct Hawley Ridge Apartments, the tax 
credit program contributed $3.3 million of equity. The remainder was financed by a $1.9 
million loan from the Wisconsin Affordable Housing Alliance, LLC and a $.7 million 
loan from the Badger Association of the Blind & Visually Impaired, Inc. 
The cost per unit was $102,327.60 and a cost per sq ft of$85.90. 

5. Is the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other urban settings? 

The project is unique in that the apartments and building have over 40 adaptive features 
for blind or visually impaired people. With loss ofvision comes the potential for social 
isolation, an individual's loss of ability to access services in the community and a loss of 
independence. This facility allows individuals maximum opportunities for independent 
living in lieu ofnursing homes. It is also unique in that with all of the additional 
construction costs for the adaptive features, the apartments are able to be made affordable 
to low-income individuals. We are able to provide 51 of the 58 units to low to moderate 
income individuals. This is particularly important since 75% ofblind and visually 
impaired people live below the poverty level. Hawley Ridge Apartments provide safe, 
affordable housing for this vulnerable population. Hawley Ridge Apartments serve as an 
important model for independent living options for blind and visually impaired people. 

https://of$85.90
https://102,327.60


PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
' ach answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 

n the original form. ' 

1. How has the project impacted the local community? 

2. Describe the underlying values of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project? 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION (CONT'D) 

3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where appropriate. 

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square foot costs where applicable. 

5. Is the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other urban settings? 
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American cities embody our nation's greatest 
triumphs and' most daunting challenges. At 
their best they showdse the rich diversity, 
cultural achievement, and democratic values 
that characterize the American spirit. At their 
worst they reflect our country's most persistent 
social ills - economic disparity, hopelessness, 
neglect and abandonment. Yet there are those 
places that are developed with such vision and 
imagination that they transform urban problems 
into creative solutions. The Rudy Bruner Award 
for Urban Excellence (RBA) seeks to discover 
those special places and to celebrate and 
publicize their achievements. 

Excellence exists in every city. It can be 
found in downtowns, neighborhoods, and 
parks. The Rudy Bruner Award searches for 
urban places that embody excellence, and 
celebrates their contribution to the richness and 
diversity of the urban experience. These places 
often transcend the boundaries between 
architecture, urban design, and planning. They 
are born through processes of transformation -
the renewal of something old, or the creation of 
something new that resonates in the history of 
community life. 

The Rudy Bruner Award considers form only 
one aspect of urban excellence. An excellent 
urban place involves the interplay of process, 
place and values. Processes may be inclusive, 
innovative or participatory. Places may be 
grandiose or modest, new or historic, but they 
must be well designed. Values guide the 
inevitable trade-offs involved in bringing a 
project to life. The Award seeks to ii! uminate 
the complex process of urban placemaking, so 
that it may be strengthened to better reflect the 
balance between form and use; opportunity 
and cost; preservation and change. 

Eligibility/Who May Apply 
• The project must be a real place, not just a 

plan or a program. Since site visits are 
integral to the award process, the project 
must have been in operation for a sufficient 
amount of time to demonstrate success. 

• The project must be located in the contigu
ous 48 states. It is not feasible to conduct 
site visits at international locations. 

• There are no distinct categories. Projects 
may include any type of place which makes 
a positive contribution to the urban 
environment. 

Urban environment is broadly defined to 
include cities, towns, or villages; a neigh
borhood within a city; an urban county; or 
an officially recognized region made up of 
two or more cities. 

• Applications may be initiated by any person 
who has been involved in the planning, 
development or operation of a project. 

• Previous applicants may re-apply. 

Notice: 
Projects from the City-of Boston, Massa

chusetts are not eligible for the 2003 
Award cycle due to the participation of 
Mayor Menino on the Selection Commit
tee. We-welcome Boston projects in future 
years. 

Projects receiving funds from the City of 
Chicago are not eligible due to- the partici
pation of Commissioner Berg. 

Completing the Application 
The application is designed to give each 

project the opportunity to state its story in its 
own words, and to elicit multiple perspectives 
on project development. 

Applicants are urged to concentrate their 
efforts on providing a clear description of their 
projects and responsive answers to the ques
tion§ on the application forms. Expensive pre
sentations are discouraged. Although visual 
representations of the project such as drawings, 
photographs, plans, and maps are helpful, 
judgments will be based upon the quality of the 
project, rather than on the elaborateness of the 
presentation. 

Prizes and Presentation 

The Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excel
lence is given to five winning projects in each 
biennial award cycle. 

• One Gold Medal Winner receives$50,000. 

• Four Silver Medal Winners are awarded 
$10,000 each. 

• The winning project may use prize 
money in any way that benefits the project. 

All winners are promoted by the Bruner 
Foundation and are included in books 
that are published by the Foundation. 

All finalists will be featured in award cere
monies, and in a media outreach effort. 

2001 Winners 

Gold Medal: 
The Village of Arts and Humanities, 

Philadelphia, PA 

Silver Medals: 
lower East Side Tenement Museum, 

New York, NY 

New Jersey Performing Arts Center, 
Newark, NJ 

South Platte River Greenway, 
Denver, CO 

Swan's Marketplace, Oakland, CA 

2003 Selection Committee 
Alicia Mazur Berg, Commissioner, Dept. of 
City Planning and Development, Chicago, IL 

Kofi S. Bonner, Executive VP, Business 
Operations & Chief Administrative Officer, 
Cleveland Browns, Berea, OH 

Gary Hack, Dean, Graduate School of Fine 
Arts, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA 

Thomas M. Menino, Mayor, Boston, MA 

Maurice Lim Miller, Director, Family Indepen
dence Initiative, Oakland, CA 

Gail L. Thompson, Director, Performing Arts 
Center of Greater Miami, FL 

Perspective Sheets 
Perspective sheets are provided to assist ( 

people who were involved in the project in de-,,_ 
scribing their personal or organizational point 
of view. It is important that as many people as 
appropriate from the following categories c9m
plete perspective sheets,.and a minimum of 4 
sheets is required as part of the application. If 
it is not possible or appropriate to submit 4 
sheets, please explain why not. Applicants may 
use their discretion to identify which categories 
are most pertinent to the project: 

• Community Representative perspective; 

• Public Agency perspective (from local, 
state or federal government agencies); 

• Developer perspective; 

• Professional Consultant perspective; 

• Architect or Designer perspective; 

• Other perspective (which might not fit 
above categories). 

Please obtain as wide an array of pers
pectives as possible.. More than one "Other" 
perspective may be submitted if appropriate. 
Use the perspective sheet marked "Other" for 
people who do not fit into the categories pro
vided or for a unique point of view that will 
enhance your submission. The completed 
perspective sheets must be included in the 
application package. 

Applicants should feel free to use photo
copies of the application forms if needed. If 
possible, answers to all questions should be 
typed directly on the forms. If the forms are not_,-
used and answers are typed on a separate page_r 
each ansWer must be preceded by the question' 
to which it responds. The length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

All information in the application should 
be placed in an 8-1/2" X 11" 3-ring binder. To 
assist the Selection Committee in reviewing the 
submissions, arrange the pages of the appli
cation and supplementary materials in the 
order indicated above. Please include one 
additional copy of Abstract, Project Data, and 
an image to be photocopied and sent to the 
Selection Committee for review. 

Key Dates 
Submissions must be received at the Found
ation no later than Monday, December 16, 
2002. 

• Five finalists will be notified by January 15, 
2003. 

• Site visits to finalists will take place in 
January, February and March, 2003. 

• The Gold and Silver Medal Winners will be 
selected and notified in May, 2003. 

• Presentations of the Rudy Bruner Award for 
Urban Excellence will be made in May and 
June of 2003. 



--- ----
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies ofthe application form if 
needed. If possible answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the form. If the forms are not used 
and the answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceeded by the question to which it responds and 
the length of each answer should be limited to the are provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by staff representatives of public agency(ies) who were directly involved in the financing, 
design review, or public approvals that affected this project 

Name Michael J. Murphy___________...Title: Milw. Alderman, 16th District 
Organization:.Common Council-City Clerk Telephone 414-286-2221 

Address: 200 East Wells Street City, State Zip: Milwaukee, WI 53202 

Fax: 4!4-286-3456 E-mail : mmurphy@citymilwi.us 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attac d aterials and to gryint these rights and permissions. 

Signature ; 'al/ , 4 
1.How did you or the organization you represent become involved in this project? What role did you play? 

I have had the pleasure ofrepresenting the Badger Association of the Blind for over 13 
years on the city council. In that capacity I have worked closely with the Badger's staff 
On the re-zoning and purchase of the land for the new addition. 

2. From the community point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

I held several neighborhood meetings with residents who expressed their concerns 
regarding this project. Some of the key issues for neighbors were traffic, both vehicular 
and pedestrian. In addition, community access to a new Hank Aaron State bike/hiking 
trail which runs through the property needed to be addressed as well as physically 
incorporating the building into the neighborhood. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization 
participate in making them? 

In order for the project to proceed, the sale of city land needed to occur to allow for 
adequate parking for Badger residents. The land was occupied by the Sanitation 
Department and used for storing trash containers. This site was originally used as a 
landfill site and could not be disturbed. As such, working with the Badger, I was able to 
negotiate the sale with the City and the Badger obtained permission from the Department 
ofNatural Resources to encapsulate the site by having the area for parking. Badger was 
also able to secure a $200,000 State grant to clean up environmentally contaminated land 
adjoining the parking lot, which will be used as an extension of the Hank Aaron State 
Trail. Re-locating the Sanitation Department was the trade-off. but one that was fully 
supported. 

mailto:mmurphy@citymilwi.us


4. HaS this project made the community a better place to live or work? If so, how? 

The new Hawley Ridge, 58-unit apartment building meets a huge need in Milwaukee's 
community for the visually impaired. Exceptional design and adaptive features allow 
them to maximize their ability to remain independent, in lieu ofnursing homes or other 
"institutional" settings. The traditional, subsidized, "boarding home" concept that was 
accepted nationwide for many years as the model for housing for blind and severely 
visually impaired people has been replaced by apartment living and has had a huge 
impact on the quality of life for these individuals. 
The $5.9 million apartment complex replaces an older residential boarding facility that 
will now house expanded program and administration offices. Badger is also an 
important neighbor and holds neighborhood picnics and hosts neighborhood block-watch 
meetings. The improvements Badger has made will provide a substantial improvement to 
the quality oflife for its residents and the neighborhood. 

5. Would you change anything about this project or the development process you went through? 

The only thing I would like to see changed would be the length of time the Department of 
Natural Resources takes to review proposals. 



COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
_;\nswers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 

:>age, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
,.,,,rovided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project 
respond to neighborhood issues. 

Name Title 

Organization Telephone 

Address Ci /State/ZIP 

Fax E-mail 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Si nature 

1. How did you, or the organization you represent, become involved in this project? What role did you play? 

2. From the community's point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 



COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

4. Has this project made the community a better place to live or work? If so, how? 

5. Would you change anything about this project or the development process you went through? 
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PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTNE 
Please answer questions in space prOvided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application form if 
needed. Ifpossible answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the form. If the fonns are not used 
and the answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceeded by the question to which it responds and 
the length of each answer should be limited to the are provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by staff representatives of public agency(ies) who were directly involved in the financing, 
design review, or public approvals that affected this project. 

Name: Fritz Ruf Title: Executive Director 
Organization:.Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA) Telephone 608-266-2893 

Address: 201 W. Washington Avenue Suite 700 City. State Zip: Madison, Wi 53701-1728 

Fax: 608-267-1099 E-mail: 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and pennissions. 

Signature +~~ 
l.What role did your agency play in the development of this project?Describe any requirements made of this project by 
your agency (eg, zoning, public participation, public benefits, impact statements). 

Our agency issued $406,011 in low income tax credits and a loan in the amount of 
$4,100,000 for the construction of the new Hawley Ridge residential facility. 
We participated in public and private conversations with the city ofMilwaukee about the 
appropriateness of this facility and its benefit to the community 

2. How was the project intended to benefit your city? What trade-offs and compromises were required to implement the 
project? How did you agency participate in making them? 

Hawley Ridge Apartments, were and are intended to provide safe, affordable housing for 
the ever-increasing number ofpersons with visual disabilities. There were no 
compromises or trade-offs in the implementation of this project as it related to either 
financing, the neighborhood or the community at large. We were thrilled to participate in 
this project and in fact consider it one of the most significant projects for WHEDA in the 
year 2002. 



3. Describe the projects impact on your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

The project provides high quality tenant-friendly housing for those who are blind or 
visually impaired, and gives them a sense of security and community that would have 
otherwise been very difficult to achieve. As the aging, visually impaired population 
increases, Hawley Ridge will serve as a model for independent living design for other 
communities in our state and around the country 

4. Did this project result in new models of public/private partnerships? Are there aspects ofthis project that would be 
instructive to agencies like yours in other cities? 

While in the classic sense, this project did not result in any new models for private/public 
partnership for the Badger Association of the Blind, it was a new model since they have 
not since their inception back in the '20's, ever participated or taken advantage of 
publicly available equity or lending to provide their clients with the services that they 
need. In this project, they were able to take advantage ofboth the equity funding through 
low income tax credits and the reduced rates ofWHEDA's mortgage financing to provide 
a specialized facility for their clients and the community. 

5. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects ofthis project? 

The most successful part of this project was the partnership that was developed between 
the Badger Association of the Blind, the architects, the builders, the community-at-large, 
their neighborhood and WHEDA. 

There were no least successful aspects of this project because it all worked brilliantly to 
everybody's benefit. 
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American cities embody our nation's greatest 
triumphs and most daunting challenges. At 
their best they showcase the rich diversity, 
cultural achievement, and democratic values 
that characterize the American spirit. At their 
worst they reflect our country's most persistent 
social ills - economic disparity, hopelessness, 
neglect and abandonment. Yet there are those 
places that are developed with such vision and 
imagination that they transform urban problems 
into creative solutions. The Rudy Bruner Award 
for Urban Excellence (RBA) seeks to discover 
those special places and to celebrate and 
publicize their achievements. 

Excellence exists in every city. lt can be 
found in downtowns, neighborhoods, and 
parks. The Rudy Bruner Award searches for 
urban places that embody excellence, and 
celebrates their contribution to the richness and 
diversity of the urban experience. These places 
often transcend the boundaries between 
architecture, urban design, and planning. They 
are born through processes of transformation -
the renewal of something old, or the creation of 
something new that resonates in the history of 
community life. 

The Rudy Bruner Award considers form only 
one aspect of urban excellence. An excellent 
urban place involves the interplay of process, 
place and values. Processes may be inclusive, 
innovative or participatory. Places may be 
grandiose or modest, new or historic, but they 
must be well designed. Values guide the 
inevitable trade-offs involved in bringing a 
project to life. The Award seeks to illuminate 
the complex process of urban placemaking, so 
that it may be strengthened to better reflect the 
balance between form and use; opportunity 
and cost; preservation and change. 

Eligibility/Who May Apply 
• The project must be a real place, not just a 

plan or a program. Since site visits are 
integral to the award process, the project 
must have been in operation for a sufficient 
amount of time to demonstrate success. 

• The project must be located in the contigu
ous 48 states. It is not feasible to conduct 
site visits at international locations. 

• There are no distinct categories. Projects 
may include any type of place which makes 
a positive contribution to the urban 
environment. 
Urban environment is broadly defined to 
include cities, towns, or villages; a neigh
borhood within a city; an urban county; or 
an officially recognized region made up of 
two or more cities. 

• Applications may be initiated by any person 
who has been involved in the planning, 
development or operation of a project. 

• Previous applicants may re-apply. 

Notice: 
Projects from the.City of'Boston, Massa

chusetts :are not' eligible for the 2003 
Award cycle due to the participation of 
Mayor Menino on the Selection Commit
tee. We welcome Boston projects in future 
years. 

Projects reCeiving funds from the City of 
Chicago are not eligible due to the partici
pation of Commissioner Berg. 

Completing the Application 
The application is designed to give each 

project the opportunity to state its story in its 
own words, and to elicit multiple perspectives 
on project development. 

Applicants are urged to concentrate their 
efforts on providing a clear description of their 
projects and responsive answers to the ques
tions on the application forms. Expensive pre
sentations are discouraged. Although visual 
representations of the project such as drawings, 
photographs, plans, and maps are helpful, 
judgments will be based upon the quality of the 
project, rather than on the elaborateness of the 
presentation. 

Prizes and Presentation 

The Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excel
lence is given to five winning projects in each 
biennial award cycle. 

• One Gold Medal Winner receives$50,000. 

• Four Silver Medal Winners are awarded 
$10,000 each. 

• The winning project may use prize 
money in any way that benefits the project. 

All winners are promoted by the Bruner 
Foundation and are included in books 
that are published by the Foundation. 

• All finalists will be featured in award cere
monies, and in a media outreach effort. 

2001 Winners 

Gold Medal: 
The Village of Arts and Humanities, 

Philadelphia, PA 

Silver Medals: 
Lower East Side Tenement Museum, 

New York, NY 

New Jersey Performing Arts Center, 
Newark, NJ 

South Platte River Greenway, 
Denver, CO 

Swan's Marketplace, Oakland, CA 

2003 Selection Committee 

Alicia Mazur Berg, Commissioner, Dept. of 
City Planning and Development, Chicago, IL 

Kofi S. Bonner, Executive VP, Business 
Operations & Chief Administrative Officer, 
Cleveland Browns, Berea, OH 

Gar·y Hack, Dean, Graduate School of Fine 
Arts, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA 

Thomas M. Menino, Mayor, Boston, MA 

Maurice Lim Miller, Director, Family Indepen
dence Initiative, Oakland, CA 

Gail L. Thompson, Director, Performing Arts 
Center of Greater Miami, Fl 

Perspective Sheets 
Perspective sheets are provided to assist 

people who were involved in the project in de- ,,...---\ 
scribing their personal or organizational point 
of view. It is important that as many people as 
appropriate from the following categories com-
plete perspective sheets, and a minimum of 4 
sheets is required as part of the application. If 
it is not possible or appropriate to submit 4 
sheets, please explain why not. Applicants may 
use their discretion to identify which categories 
are most pertinent to the project: 

• Community Representative perspective; 

• Public Agency perspective (from local, 
state or federal government agencies); 

• Developer perspective; 

• Professional Consultant perspective; 

• Architect or Designer perspective; 

• Other perspective (which might not fit 
above categories). 

Please obtain as wide an array of pers
pectives as possible. More than one "Other" 
perspective may be submitted if appropriate. 
Use the perspective sheet marked "Other" for 
people who do not fit into the categories pro
vided or for a unique point of view that will 
enhance your submission. The completed 
perspective sheets must be included in the 
application package. 

Applicants should feel free to use photo
copies of the application forms if needed. If 
possible, answers to all questions should be 
typed directly on the forms. If the forms are not 
used and answers are typed on a separate page, -r=---. 

each answer must be preceded by the quest_ion ' 
to which it responds. The length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

All information in the application should 
be placed in an 8-1/2" X 11" 3-ring binder. To 
assist the Selection Committee in reviewing the 
submissions, arrange the pages of the appli
cation and supplementary materials in the 
order indicated above. Please include one 
additional copy of Abstract, Project Data, and 
an image to be photocopied and sent to the 
Selection Committee for review. 

Key Oates 

Submissions must be received at the Found
ation no later than Monday, December 16, 
2002. 
Five finalists will be notified by January 15, 
2003. 
Site visits to finalists will take place in 
January, February and March, 2003. 

The Gold and Silver Medal Winners will be 
selected and notified in May, 2003. 
Presentations of the Rudy Bruner Award for 
Urban Excellence will be made in May and 
June of 2003. 



DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application fonn if 
needed. If possible answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the form. If the fonns arc not used 
and the answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be prcceeded by the question 10 which it responds and 
the length ofeach answer should be limited ro the are provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by the person who took primary responsibility for proJect financing or is a represcntall\e of 
the group wh ich did. 

'ame John Bashaw Title: Controller 
Organization:Badger Association of the BLind and Visually Impaired 
Tel.ephone 414-258-9200 
Address: 912 . Hawley Road _____ =C=ity..w,L..::S,:..:.t=at=e-=Z:.:,iip""':--'M=il:....:..w=-=a=uk=e=e"'-, --=-WI:..:....:5=3=2-=-=13 
Fax 4 l 4-256-8744 ____ _____ __~E=-=m=ai~·1_:jb~a~s_ha~w~@._.._.b~ad __g__e~ra~s~so~c_.o_r_g 

ts the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce or make available for reproduction or use 
purpose whatsoever the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant hllS full po\\er 
b · he application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

I. What role id you or your or organization play in the development of bis project? Describe the scope 
of involvement. 

The Badger Association of the Blind & Visually Impaired, Inc. has provided housing for 
the visually Impaired for over 80 years. As developers of this project The Association 
provided the expertise and insight into housing fo r the visually impaired. With the help 
of our professional consultant, The Association also served as the main coordinator 
between all the parties involved. The Association was involved from the start with the 
feasibili ty study all the way to completion and receipt ofcertificate ofOccupancy. The 
Association is, and will continue to be, involved with the properties management to 
insure that Hawley Ridge continues to provide the best adapti ve environment for people 
with vision loss while still provicling an independent living situation. 

2. What trade-offs or compromises were required during the development of the project? 

The major trade-off that was required during the development of this project was use of 
the tax credits as a funding source the Association is restricted by certain rules and 
regulations for next fifteen years. We feel that this trade-off is far outweighed by the 
benefit of providing economical housing to low and moderate-income blind and visually 
impaired individuals. 

3. How was the project financed? \Vhat, ifany innovative means of financing were used? 

The Hawley Ridge Apartments was financed in part by the IRS Federal Housing 
Tax Credit Program. This program is unique in that it allows developers to 
provide housing with below market rate rent for low-to-moderate income 
individuals. This program allocates federal tax credits for a period of ten year to 
multifamily housing developments that can be used against taxable income. This 
provides an equity infusion for the project that reduces the need for other sources 
of funding such as debt. Of the $5.9 million of cost to construct Hawley Ridge 



Apartments, the tax credit program contributed $3.3 million of equity. The 
remainder was financed by a $1.9 million loan from the Wisconsin Affordable 
Housing Alliance, LLC and because of the Badger Association's dedication to 
providing special needs housing for Blind and visually Impaired people we 
contributed a $.7 million loan. 

4. How did the economic impacts of this project on the community compare with or differ from other 
projects you have beeu involved in? 

This is the Badger Association of the Blind & Visually lmpaired's first 
development project but what we feel helps this project have a unique impact on 
the economics of the community is the level of supportive service provided to the 
population served. Large portions of the individuals we serve are on SSDI and 
have very limited incomes. On top of this, they need special care with every day 
tasks such as mail reading, banking, cleaning, grocery shopping and cooking. 
The Association not only provides the training to these individuals for many of 
these things but also enlist the services of many community volunteers. Without 
these vital services many of the individuals living at Hawley Ridge would be 
destined for a nursing home further straining the pocket books of the community. 

5. What about this project would be instructive to other developers? 

The Association feels that because of the unique population this project serves ii 
is a good model for other blind & visually impaired organizations or municipalities 
throughout the country. The Association is the process of informing other 
organizations with similar missions about the success of Hawley Ridge and will 
help them develop similar properties in their geographic areas. 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The Association feels that the most successful aspect of this project is the ability 
to provide blind and visually impaired individuals in the Greater Milwaukee 
Community with independent living options while still providing supportive 
services to allow them to maintain their independence. 

The Association does not feel that there is any aspect of this project that was 
unsuccessful. 



DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 

r ~7age, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
rovided on the original form. 

1his sheet is to be filled out by the person who took primary responsibility for project financing or is a representative of the group which 
did. 

Name Title 

Organization Telephone 

Address Cit /State/ZIP 

Fax E-mail 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Si nature 

1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? Describe the scope of involvement. 

2. What trade-offs or compromises were required during the development of the project? 

3. How was the project financed? What, if any, innovative means of financing were used? 



DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

4. How did the economic impacts of this project on the community compare with or differ from other projects you have been 
involved in? 

5. What about this project would be instructive to other developers? 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 
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American cities embody our nation's greatest 
triumphs and most daunting challenges. At 
their best they showcase the rich diversity, 
cultural achievement, and democratic values 
that characterize the American spirit. At their 
worst they reflect our country's most persistent 
social ills - economic disparity, hopelessness, 
neglect and abandonment. Yet there are those 
places that are developed with such vision and 
imagination that they transform urban problems 
into creative solutions. The Rudy Bruner Award 
for Urban Excellence (RBA) seeks to discover 
those special places and to celebrate and 
publicize their achievements. 

Excellence exists in every city. It can be 
found in downtowns, neighborhoods, and 
parks. The Rudy Bruner Award searches for 
urban places that embody excellence, and 
celebrates their contribution to the richness and 
diversity of the urban experience. These places 
often transcend the boundaries between 
architecture, urban design, and planning. They 
are born through processes of transformation -
the renewal of something old, or the creation of 
something new that resonates in the history of 
community life. 

The Rudy Bruner Award considers form only 
one aspect of urban excellence. An excellent 
urban place involves the interplay of process, 
place and values. Processes may be inclusive, 
innovative or participatory. Places may be 
grandiose or modest, new or historic, but they 
must be well designed. Values guide the 
inevitable trade-offs involved in bringing a 
project to life. The Award seeks to illuminate 
the complex process of urban placemaking, so 
that it may be strengthened to better reflect the 
balance between form and use; opportunity 
and cost; preservation and change. 

Eligibility/Who May Apply 
• The project must be a real place, not just a 

plan or a program. Since site visits are 
integral to the award process, the project 
must have been in operation for a sufficient 
amount of time to demonstrate success. 

• The project must be located in the contigu
ous 48 states. It is not feasible to conduct 
site visits at international locations. 

• There are no distinct categories. Projects 
may include any type of place which makes 
a positive contribution to the urban 
environment. 

Urban environment is broadly defined to 
include cities, towns, or villages; a neigh
borhood within a city; an urban county; or 
an officially recognized region made up of 
two or more cities. 

• Applications may be initiated by any person 
who has been involved in the planning, 
development or operation of a project. 

• Previous applicants may re-apply. 

Notice: 
Projects from the City of Boston, Massa

chusetts-are not eligible for the 2003 
Award cycle due to the participation of 
Mayor Menino on the Selection Commit
tee. We welcome Boston projects in future 
years. 

Projects receiving funds from the City of 
Chicago are not eligible due to the partici
pation of Commissioner Berg. 

Completing the Application 
The application is designed to give each 

project the opportunity to state its story in its 
own words, and to elicit multiple perspectives 
on project development. 

Applicants are urged to concentrate their 
efforts on providing a clear description of their 
projects and responsive answers to the ques
tions on the application forms. Expensive pre
sentations are discouraged. Although visual 
representations of the project such as drawings, 
photographs, plans, and maps are helpful, 
judgments will be based upon the quality of the 
project, rather than on the elaborateness of the 
presentation. 

Prizes and Presentation 

The Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excel
lence is given to five winning projects in each 
biennial award cycle. 

• One Gold Medal Winner receives$50,000. 

• Four Silver Medal Winners are awarded 
$10,000 each. 

• The winning project may use prize 
money in any way that benefits the project. 

• All winners are promoted by the Bruner 
Foundation and are included in books 
that are published by the Foundation. 

• All finalists will be featured in award cere
monies, and in a media outreach effort. 

2001 Winners 

Gold Medal: 
The Village of Arts and Humanities, 

Philadelphia, PA 

Silver Medals: 
lower East Side Tenement Museum, 

New York, NY 

New Jersey Performing Arts Center, 
Newark, NJ 

South Platte River Greenway, 
Denver, CO 

Swan's Marketplace, Oakland, CA 

2003 Selection Committee 
Alicia Mazur Berg, Commissioner, Dept. of 
City Planning and Development, Chicago, IL 

Kofi S. Bonner, Executive VP, Business 
Operations & Chief Administrative Officer, 
Cleveland Browns, Berea, OH 

Gary Hack, Dean, Graduate School of Fine 
Arts, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA 

Thomas M. Menino, Mayor, Boston, MA 

Maurice Lim Miller, Director, Family Indepen
dence Initiative, Oakland, CA 

Gail l. Thompson, Director, Performing Arts 
Center of Greater Miami, FL 

Perspective Sheets 
Perspective sheets are provided to assist 

people who were involved in the project in de-\ 
scribing their personal or organizational point 
of view. It is important that as many people as 
appropriate from the following categories com
plete perspective sheets, and a minimum of 4 
sheets is required as part of the application. If 
it is not possible or appropriate to submit 4 
sheets, please explain why not. Applicants may 
use their discretion to identify which categories 
are most pertinent to the project: 

• Community Representative perspective; 

• Public Agency perspective (from local, 
state or federal government agencies); 

• Developer perspective; 

• Professional Consultant perspective; 

• Architect or Designer perspective; 

• Other perspective (which might not fit 
above categories). 

Please obtain as wide an array of pers
pectives as possible. More than one "Other" 
perspective may be submitted if appropriate. 
Use the perspective sheet marked "Other" for 
people who do not fit into the categories pro
vided or for a unique point of view that will 
enhance your submission. The completed 
perspective sheets must be included in the 
application package. 

Applicants should feel free to use photo
copies of the application forms if needed. If 
possible, answers to all questions should be 
typed directly on the forms. lf the forms are not 
used and answers are typed on a separate page,, 
each answer must be preceded by the question '- _ 
to which it responds. The length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

All information in the application should 
be placed in an 8-1/2" X 11" 3-ring binder. To 
assist the Selection Committee in reviewing the 
submissions, arrange the pages of the appli
cation and supplementary materials in the 
order indicated above. Please include one 
additional copy of Abstract, Project Data, and 
an image to be photocopied and sent to the 
Selection Committee for review. 

Key Dates 
• Submissions must be received at the Found

ation no later than Monday, December 16, 
2002. 
Five finalists will be notified by January 15, 
2003. 

• Site visits to finalists will take place in 
January, February and March, 2003. 

The Gold and Silver Medal Winners will be 
selected and notified in May, 2003. 
Presentations of the Rudy Bruner Award for 
Urban Excellence will be made in May and 
June of 2003. 



PROFESSIO SULT ANT PERSPECTNE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application form if 
needed. Ifpossible answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the form. I f the forms are not used 
and 1he answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be proceeded by 1he question to which it responds and 
the length ofeach answer should be limited to the are provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be fi lled out by a professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, 
legal or other services. Copies may be given ro other professional ifdesired. 

ame: Joseph Schwenker Title: Principal 
Organimion: Evergreen Consulting. Inc. Telephone (414) 332-4900 
Address: 5236 . Kent Avenue City, S1ate Zip: Milwaukee, WI 53217 
Fax: ( 414) 332-4020 E-mail: jschwen.k:er@wirr.com 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation pennission to use, reproduce or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any prupose Y.habOCvcr the ma1erials submiued. The applicant warrants that 1he applicam has full poy.er and aulhoril) to submn the 
applicn1ion all attach ma1erials and 10 grant t e rights and pc.,"'llllissions. 

did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 

The sponsor recognjzed that their existing boarding type housing for blind and visually 
impaired people was sub-standard and was a financial drain on the organization. I was 
brought in to: l )Clarify the vision for new housing 2)Evaluate financial options 3)Obtain 
financing 4)Manage the design process- including the use of focus groups 5)Assist in 
selecting a general contractor 6)Review the construction process. Throughout the process 
I interacted and managed a variety ofprofessionals, accountants, legal issues, appraisals 
etc and assisted the sponsor in decision making. 

2. From your perspective, how was the project imended to benefit the urban environment? 

The Milwaukee metropolitan area has a large number ofblind and visually impaired 
people. These people have special needs and are unfortunately vulnerable in today's 
society. In addition this population typically bas very low- income levels. Placing blind 
or severely visually impaired people in low-income, section 8 housing provides. 
challenges not only to the blind individuals themselves, but also to the managers of the 
housing. By providing a housing option that meets a large specialized need, a buildfog 
helps the needs of a diverse community. As the baby boomers age there will be a 
significant increase of instances of severe vision loss. This project will continue to meet 
this growing need 

3. Describe the project's impact on it's community. Please be as specific as possible 

The project provides 58-units of housing for blind and visually impaired people. It 
allows the sponsor to increase their internal cash flow and therefore provide other 
non-housing, vision related, services such as rehabilitation, job training, recreation & 
support groups. The Hawley Ridge Apartments provide a safe environment for a 
vulnerable, low-income, visually impaired population. Its location on the Badger 
Association campus, adjacent to support services, allows for the maximum degree of 
independence for its residents. The project took a parcel of land that did not generate real 
estate taxes and now generates approximately $50,000 per year in property taxes. 

mailto:jschwen.k:er@wirr.com


PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE {CONTD) 

4. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development ofthe project? How did you or your 
organization participate in making them? 

The non- profit sponsor wanted to minimize use of their own funds while providing the 
best quality construction. Part of my role was to insure that design decisions were 
consistent with the capital structure. 
The Section 42 tax credit process for funding is Jong and complicated. With our 
assistance the Badger Association received an award of the tax credits. My role was to 
explain and educate the sponsor about the process. By electing to go with the section 42 
program the sponsor put money at risk prior to being awarded the tax credits. 

5. How might this project be instructive to others in your profession? 

Providing housing for special needs populations can be seen as daunting or 
overwhelming to some non-profits. This project can be shown as a successful real world 
example ofhow a project can be built by an organization not familiar with real estate 
development. The project made use ofSection 42 affordable housing tax credits. This is a 
National program that is available in all 50 states. By using this project as a financial 
model other non-profits may also recognize opportunities to provide special needs 
housing. The project demonstrates how an interactive design process, with input from the 
architect, agency staff, advocates, and residents with special needs, can promote 
construction ofbuildings that meet the needs ofunique populations 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects ofthis project. 

• The most successful aspect of the project is that it serves a real need in the 
community to provide affordable, safe housing for a very vulnerable population. 

• The interior design and first class masonry fa9ade is not appear typical of low
income, special- needs housing 

• Through creative use of tax credits which is a National program, the sponsor was 
able to minimize their capital investment 

• The design was created specifically to meet the needs of blind or visually 
impaired people and exceeded expectations. 

In my opinion, the least successful aspects of the project were 
• The number of one- bedroom vs. two- bedroom units. The apartment unit mix 

should have been skewed to more one- bedroom units 
• The construction schedule was not met- project completion took longer that it 

should have 
• Some expensive design items, such as decorative-railings and the tile roof did not 

add significant value. 



PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 

. answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
,,age, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 

..,~1rovided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, legal, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other professionals if desired. 

Name Title 

Organization Telephone 

Address Cit /State/ZIP 

Fax E-mail 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Si nature 

1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 

2. From your perspective, how was the project intended to benefit the urban environment? 

3. Describe the project's impact on its community. Please be as specific as possible. 



PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

4. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 

5. How might this project be instructive to others in your profession? 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

) 
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American cities embody our nation's greatest 
triumphs and most daunting challenges. At 
their best they showcase the rich diversity, 
cultural achievement, and democratic values 
that characterize the American spirit. At their 
worst they reflect our country's most persistent 
social ills - economic disparity, hopelessness, 
neglect and abandonment. Yet there are those 
places that are developed with such vision and 
imagination that they transform urban problems 
into creative solutions. The Rudy Bruner Award 
for Urban Excellence (RBA) seeks to discover 
those special places and to celebrate and 
publicize their achievements. 

Excellence exists in every city. It can be 
found in downtowns, neighborhoods, and 
parks. The Rudy Bruner Award searches for 
urban places that embody excellence, and 
celebrates their contribution to the richness and 
diversity of the urban experience. These places 
often transcend the boundaries between 
architecture, urban design, and planning. They 
are born through processes of transformation -
the renewal of something old, or the creation of 
something new that resonates in the history of 
community life. 

The Rudy Bruner Award considers form only 
one aspect of urban excellence. An excellent 
urban place involves the interplay of process, 
place and values. Processes may be inclusive, 
innovative or participatory. Places may be 
grandiose or modest, new or historic, but they 
must be well designed. Values guide the 
inevitable trade-offs involved in bringing a 
project to life. The Award seeks to illuminate 
the complex process of urban placemaking, so 
that it may be strengthened to better reflect the 
balance between form and use; opportunity 
and cost; preservation and change. 

Eligibility/Who May Apply 
• The project must be a real place, not just a 

plan or a program. Since site visits are 
integral to the award process, the project 
must have been in operation for a sufficient 
amount of time to demonstrate success. 

• The project must be located in the contigu
ous 48 states. It is not feasible to conduct 
site visits at international locations. 

• There are no distinct categories. Projects 
may include any type of place which makes 
a positive contribution to the urban 
environment. 

Urban environment is broadly defined to 
include cities, towns, or villages; a neigh
borhood within a city; an urban county; or 
an officially recognized region made up of 
two or more cities. 

• Applications may be initiated by any person 
who has been involved in the planning, 
development or operation of a project. 

Previous applicants may re-apply. 

Notice: . 
Proj€cts from .the City of Boston, M_assa

chusetts 'iire.~o(eligible for the 2003 
Award cycle· due-to the.participation of 
Mayor_Menino'on t~e Selection Commit
tee. We welcome Boston projects in future 
years. -

Projects receiving funds from the City of 
Chicago are not eligible due to the partici
pation of Commissioner Berg. 

Completing the Application 
The application is designed to give each 

project the opportunity to state its story in its 
own words, and to elicit multiple perspectives 
on project development. 

Applicants are urged to concentrate their 
efforts on providing a clear description of their 
projects and responsive answers to the ques
tions on the application forms. Expensive pre
sentations are discouraged. Although visual 
representations of the project such as drawings, 
photographs, plans, and maps are helpful, 
judgments will be based upon the quality of the 
project, rather than on the elaborateness of the 
presentation. 

Prizes and Presentation 

The Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excel
lence is given to five winning projects in each 
biennial award cycle. 

• One Gold Medal Winner receives$50,000. 

• Four Silver Medal Winners are awarded 
$10,000 each. 

• The winning project may use prize 
money in any way that benefits the project. 

All winners are promoted by the Bruner 
Foundation and are included in books 
that are published by the Foundation. 

All finalists will be featured in award cere
monies, and in a media outreach effort. 

2001 Winners 

Gold Medal: 
The Village of Arts and Humanities, 

Philadelphia, PA 

Silver Medals: 
Lower East Side Tenement Museum, 

New York, NY 

New Jersey Performing Arts Center, 
Newark, NJ 

South Platte River Greenway, 
Denver, CO 

Swan's Marketplace, Oakland, CA 

2003 Selection Committee 

Alicia Mazur Berg, Commissioner, Dept. of 
City Planning and Development, Chicago, IL 

Kofi S. Bonner, Executive VP, Business 
Operations & Chief Administrative Officer, 
Cleveland Browns, Berea, OH 

Gary Hack, Dean, Graduate School of Fine 
Arts, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA 

Thomas M. Menino, Mayor, Boston, MA 

Maurice Lim Miller, Director, Family Indepen
dence Initiative, Oakland, CA 

Gail L. Thompson, Director, Performing Arts 
Center of Greater Miami, FL 

Perspective Sheets 
Perspective sheets are provided to assist 

people who were involved in the project in de
scribing their personal or organizational point 
of view. It is important that as many people as 
appropriate from the following categories com-/ ) 
plete perspective sheets, and a minimum of 4 , _ 
sheets is required as J>art of the application. If 
it is not possible or appropriate to submit 4 
sheets, please explain why not. Applicants may 
use their discretion to identify which categories 
are most pertinent to the project: 

• Community Representative perspective; 

• Public Agency perspective (from local, 
state or federal government agencies); 

• Developer perspective; 

• Professional Consultant perspective; 

• Architect or Designer perspective; 

• Other perspective (which might not fit 
above categories). 

Please obtain as wide an array of pers
pectives as possible. More than one "Other" 
perspective may be submitted if appropriate. 
Use the perspective sheet marked "Other" for 
people who do not fit into the categories pro
vided or for a unique point of view that will 
enhance your submission. The completed 
perspective sheets must be included in the 
application package. 

Applicants should feel free to use photo
copies of the application forms if needed. If 
possible, answers to all questions should be 
typed directly on the forms. If the forms are not 
used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question 
to which it responds. The length of each 
answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

All information in the application should 
be placed in an 8-1/2" X 11" 3-ring binder. To 
assist the Selection Committee in reviewing the 
submissions, arrange the pages of the appli
cation and supplementary materials in the 
order indicated above. Please include one 
additional copy of Abstract, Project Data, and 
an image to be photocopied and sent to the 
Selection Committee for review. 

Key Dates 

Submissions must be received at the Found
ation no later than Monday, December 16, 
2002. 

• Five finalists will be notified by January 15, 
2003. 
Site visits to finalists will take place in 
January, February and March, 2003. 

The Gold and Silver Medal Winners will be 
selected and notified in May, 2003. 
Presentations of the Rudy Bruner Award for 
Urban Excellence will be made in May and 
June of 2003. 
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ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 

Please omswer queuion1. in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocop!C{ of the .1ppllca1ion forms if needed.'( possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on lhe rorms. I{ lhe forms are not used and answers are ty~o~ on a St:paratc 
page. c,1ch answer musl be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be l1m11ed to the ,;ired 
provided cm the origina[ form. 

Thit sheet is lo be filled out by a design professfan.11 who ~orkcd ;is a consultant on the project, providing design, planning. or other ser
vices. Coples may be given ro other design professionals if desirOO. 

N,mo Eugene R. Guszkowski. AIA TI1le Principal 
Orgonizallon AG Architecture Telephone ( 414) 431 3131 

Address 1414 Underwood Avenue, #301 c1tyJSr:uc1ZJP Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53213 

F•• ( 414 ) 431-0531 E-mail ergusz@agarch.com 

The undersigned gra he Bruner Found.Jtion permission to use. reproduce, or make available l'or reproduction ~ruse by others. for any 
purpose wha.tso r, rhe arcrl I The icant arrants rhat the applicant has full power and authonty to submit fio 

.:111 au.J a ri ts ind permissions. 

1. Ocscri c 1 design ncept or this project including urban design considerations, choice of male-rials. scale, etc. 
The architectural approach of this building is that of the Old Milwaukee Classical 
style with a masonry exterior, a formal and symetrical facade with tiled roof 
towers securing the building on the hillside. 

The entry is announced by a tiled porte-cochere which gracefully leads to the 
colonnade that directs you to the Residence, courtyard or the Badger Association 
of the Blind Administration Building. 

, 

See Attachment. 

I 

I 2.0escribe the most important social and programmatic runctlons of the design.
I 
I Sightless, impaired vision and low vision members of our society have always been 
I marginalized. The primary purpose for constructing the Hawley Ridge Apartments
I was to destroy that conotation that individuals with such handicaps should be 
I shunned to institutionalized living environments. The new apartments are fully
I mainstream in design, organization and purpose. They contain all the amenities 
I of modern apartments along with a variety of special enhancements needed to 
I address the unique needs of the population.
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
\ 

mailto:ergusz@agarch.com
https://professfan.11


Attachment to Architect or Designer Perspective 

Badger Residence (Hawley Ridge Apartments) 

The process ofplanning and designing this 58 independent living apartment building for the 
Badger Association of the Blind and visually impaired presented some unique challenges in both 
site and building. The site is located a top Hawley Ridge overlooking the Menomonee Valley to 
the north and nestled in a residential community to the east and south, with Hawley Road, a busy 
street, creating the border on the west. 

This location has been the Badger Association ofthe Blind's home since 1924 and has undergone 
several modernizations reflecting their evolution. Now was the time to move the residence from 
their dormitory-style units to a modern, universally accessible, independent living unit with 
specific attention to their needs. Locating the building on the north and west sides of the site 
allowed for a south facing "sun filled" courtyard for outdoor activities; and with the connection 
via colonnade to the existing Badger Association Building, provides all the residents with a 
secure and private environment. 

Throughout the workshops and focus meetings, which included clients ofall ages with mobility 
impairment, hearing loss and vision loss, all components of the building were discussed. The 
outcome was quality oflight, ease ofmobility and circulation, security, noise reduction, audible 
communication, to name just a few. 

The introduction of larger style windows to all the apartments allowed for maximization of 
natural light, dimmable light fixtures and adjustable window blinds assured individual control of 
natural and artificial light. In the public spaces, textured finish walls along with wall sconce 
lighting helped to defuse glare and allow for quality lighting. Carpet with borders ofcontrasting 
colors, continuous wood handrails against the contrasting white walls and tactile adaptation of 
stair rails at landings, allows for ease ofmobility and clarity ofway-finding. 

The elevator is ofa larger style so as to allow for ample room for "seeing eye" dogs to assist their 
user in both walking arid wheelchair movement. The included voice annunciation enables the 
user to exit at the floor level oftheir choice. 

Each apartment is totally self-contained, comprising of full kitchen, dining, living, bathroom and 
are one or two bedrooms. In this era ofdigital technology, the "dial" control appliance is 
preferred. The darker edge on the work counter top contrasting the lighter color flooring below 
helps to accentuate the counter edge. Under cabinet task lighting for food preparation and 
detailed work, and electrical outlets with contrasting colors to the wall, all make for a comforting 
lifestyle. 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (CONTODJ 

3. Describe the major ch.11/cnges oi designing rhi,; project and ,1ny design trade-offs or compromises required to complete the project. 

The major challenges were two fold. The first was the geography of the site 
itself. A steep bluff to the north and west, a limited point of access to the 
site from the southwest and the need to maintain vehicular drop-off accessibility 
to the existing building left only one location to build the structure. The 
second challenge was the limited budget constraints due to the funding source. 
In fact, neither challenge resulted in a significant compromise. Creative 
siting of the building and use of masonry products has resulted in a landmark 
structure. 

See attachment. 

4. Describe the way in which !he project relales to ilS urb:\n conte~t. 

Hawley Ridge is located on the edge of a pre-war neighborhood with multi-story 
buildings designed with a Meditteranean influence. The new building emulates 
these earlier structures by incorporating tile roofs, ornate window railings, 
raised towers which accentuate the buildings corners and a highly articulated 
masonry parapet. Located on a bluff overlooking the Menomonee River Valley, 
it has become a highly visible symbol for the special community it serves as 
well as a modern interpretation of the neighborhoods distinct character. 

5. Describe the strcngihs and wc.ikncsscs of the projectOs design and architcc1urc. 

Strengths: The many small, but important, considerations incorporated into the 
design to meet the unique needs of the buildings population. 

The unique siting of the structure. 

Weaknesses: Lack of adequate flat area on 
space for residents use. 

the site to create a significant outdoor 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form . 

...his sheet is to be filled out by--.rdesign·prof-es-sional-who-worked-as-a-consultanton_the.project, providing design1 _plc!nning, gr other ser
;ices. Copies may be given to other design professionals if desired. 

Name Title 

Organization Telephone 

Address Cit /State/ZIP 

Fax E-mail 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Si nature 

1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc. 

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design. 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (CONT'D) 

3. Describe the major challenges of designing this project and any design trade-offs or compromises required to complete the project. 

4. Describe the way in which the project relates to its urban context. 

5. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the project's design and architecture. 
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE- BUILDER* 
The builder felt that the questions for Architect or Designer perspective were more appropriate for them to respond to 
than those relating to "Other Perspective" 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies ofthe application fonn if 
needed. If possible answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the form. If the fonns are not used 
and the answers are typed on a separate page, each answer must be preceeded by the question to which it responds and 
the length of each answer should be limited to the are provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, 
legal or other services. Copies may be given to other professionals ifdesired. 

Name: Timothy S. Geschke_______Title: Senior Associate: Project Design 
Organization: .ASI General Telephone 262-521-0500 
Address: W223 N720 Saratoga Drive City, State Zip: Waukesha, WI 53186 
Fax: 262-521-0503 E-mail: tgeschke@asigeneral.com 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation pennission to use, reproduce or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any propose whatsoever the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has Ipower and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant the:r~~J:sions. 

Signature ~~-~"-"--

!. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, 
scale, etc. 

As the contractor, our role was to assist the architect and owner with value engineering 
ideas. Through our initial meetings we were able to fine-tune many of the details to 
produce a higher quality building at lower costs. Our perspective brought another view on 
site work that made final design more efficient. Alternative materials both inside and out 
were offered to provide a superior product while at the same time, lowering the cost. 

2. Describe the most important social and programming functions of the design 

As the contractor, we were asked to accompany the owner and architect to look at 
specific design changes that were intended to improve the functionality of the building 
for those users who were visually impaired. We offered analysis regarding pricing and 
feasibility to each of these features. Collectively we worked as a team to identify which 
adaptive features would be incorporated. The result is a building which maximizes the 
ability of blind and visually impaired people to live independently 

mailto:tgeschke@asigeneral.com


3. Describe the major challenges ofdesigning this project and any design trade-offs or compromises 
required to complete the project. 

Topography of the site required intensive planning to allow for efficient material staging, 
building assembly and site access during construction. 
The existing facility needed to remain operational during the construction period Special 
training of construction staff and subcontractors was necessary to be mindful of visually 
impaired staff, residents or consumers inadvertently wandering on to the construction 
site. 
Communication with the Badger Staff as to what work was taking place and when site 
access changed needed to take place daily. Large equipment and material delivery 
required constant monitoring. 

4.Describe the way in which the project relates to urban context. 

The building massing relates well to the surrounding residential context. By breaking the 
mass into smaller components, the resulting effect makes the building appear smaller. 
Material selection and size also compliments the scale. 

5. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the projects design and architecture 

Hawley Ridge offers a strong physical presence. It is truly a "signature" building. It 
maximizes what was a very difficult site (ie: topography) into an extremely efficient use 
ofspace. 
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Floor Plans 
One Bedroom - 662 Sq. Ft. 
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For more information 
about Hawley Ridge or 

to arrange a tour, 
please contact our 

Residential Services 
Director at: 

0 
Hawley Ridge 
Apartments 

920 N. Hawley Road 
Milwaukee, WI 53213 

414-615-0109 
FAX 414-615-0180 

hawleyridge@badgerassoc.org 

Hawley Ridge 
Apartments 

Aresidence for independent 
people with vision loss 

Badger Association 
of the Blind and Visually Impaired, Inc. 

mailto:hawleyridge@badgerassoc.org


Hawley Ridge Apartments 
5 ecial Ada tive Features_..______:_.:..:...t.:.....::..::._=-=......::........:=-=::...:....:....:...:....=..:=-----'-

Located adjacent to the Badger 
Association of the Blind and 
Visually Impaired, Hawley Ridge 
offers many opportunities that 
match your lifestyle. 

Living at Hawley Ridge allows easy 
access to a variety of recreational 
classes, trips to local events, the 
Outlook Shoppe, volunteer opportu
nities and many other Badger 
Association programs. 

Hawley Ridge is also close to four 
main bus lines and many outdoor 
recreational opportunities. 

Whether you like to keep busy or 
relish quiet times, you will find 
many occasions for both at Hawley 
Ridge. 

Hawley Ridge 
is a 60,000 square foot, 

four-story, 
58-unit building, 
consisting of 30 

one-bedroom and 
28 two-bedroom 

apartments 

• Talking elevator 
• Color contrast throughout 

interior 
• Raised large-print & braille 

signage 
• Tactual kitchen appliances 
• Laundry facilities with tactual 

markings 

Apartment Features 
• Modern fire detection and protec-

tion system 
• Dishwasher & garbage disposal 
• Refrigerator with ice maker 
• Cable & computer ready 
• Individual unit air conditioners 
• Heat & water included in rent 

Developed by the Badger Association in partnership with 
Marshall & Ilsley Community Development Corporation 

Additional Amenities 
• Weekly trips to grocery store 
• Daily assistance with mail 

reading 
• Lounge room with kitchen 
• Community dining area 
• 24 hour on-site manager 
• 16 security cameras throughout 
• Laundry room on each floor 
• Secured & monitored entrance 
• Underground parking 
• Excellent outdoor lighting 
• Courtyard with floral garden 
• All brick exterior 

Additional Fee 
for Services 

Available from the 
Badger 

Association 
• Housekeeping 
• Food Service 
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,, .Sight-specific design 
Safety, comfort 

draw tenants with 
vision problems_ 

By NANCY A. HERRICK 
nherrick@journalsentinel.com , 

Some 60,000 people 'in the four-county 
area live with severe vision loss, accord
ing to Patrick· Brown, ·executive director 
of the Badger Association of the Blind and 
Visually Impaired. "By the year 2020, we 
expect that number will reach 250,000 as 
the population ?,ges." 

To help many of Milwaukee's visually 
impaired ad~ts, the association organized 
the construction of a five-story apartment 
building at 912 N. Hawley Road. 

The / Hawley Ridge Apartments feature 
dozens of 
design ele
ments to 
make life 

~ easier for 
1 the buiitd

ing' o~cu
- ~ pants. 

The con-
"" cept was 
well-re
c e iv e d: 
Without 
any adver
tising, all 
58 units 
were rent
ed within 
weeks of 
the . \build
ing's open
ing in 
early Octo-

- ber. 
I n Amicrowave oven dial is 

terms of highlighted in relief. 
quality of \ 

, life, just a few design changes can make a 
huge difference for ·people with vision 
problems," says Pena Gehlhoff, marketing 
manager for the Badger Association. 

The same design elements, Brown says, 
can be applied in private residences to al
low occupants to "age in place." In other 
words, their living space : can be adapted 
as their vision declines. 

Th~se elements are largely:,tmob.trusiv_e.. 
=-'E'hey:¼nclude"touhterfopswiffi uatk'·fior

ders ·that contrast with the lighter floor 
that 9therwise would visually blend, appli
ances· with dials instead of digital con
trols, unµer-cabinet ligfiting to make ·de
tail work easier and sconces rather than 
overhead lights to reduce glare. 

"Someone who is legally blind by defini
tion has vision that is• severely impaired," 
Brown explains. ",But only 10% of those 
who are legally blind are totally blind. For 

. the other 90%, better li_ghting ;md other. 
considerations can allow them to have a 
higher quality of life with the vision they 
have." · · 

Chuck and Wanda Ludois were among 
the first to move into the apartment build-

. KAREN SHERLOCK /, KSHERLOCK@JOURNALSENTINEL.COM
1 

Shelves cfotside entry doors, handrails in hallways and carpet colors contrasting with walls 
"are among d_esign features of apartments. for the visu_ally impaired at 912 N. ·Hawley Road.t } -~ ., 

ELEMENJS 'OF EASE 
Here are some of the .ways design can help people 
with vision problems, examples of which can be 
found at Hawley Ridge Apartments: 

■ Increased lighting throughout the apartment. 
Indirect lighting used where possible to reduce 
glare. Glare reduction screens also can be used. · 

■ lncreasid use of task lighting for detail work, 
such_as unq,er cabinets: 

■ Parker furniture that contrasts with lighter floor 
colors, or vice versa, to make it easier to see. 
Furniture arranged away from the middle of ttie 
floor to pre~ent tripping. · 

■ Electrical outlets in a contrasting color to stand 
apart visu_ally. · 

■ Outlets positioned 2 feet from the floor for 
easier visibility and accessibility and to keep 

•occupants from tripping over cords·. 

■ Appliances such as microwave ovens, air Light switches and electrical outlets in hues Qontrasting with background plates., plus Braille 
conditioners a11d stoves that use dial$ rather than labels, are used in the Hawley Ridge Apartments.
digital controls. 
1111 Dials ean -se- maFkeEJ witt'l-raised-t!u0r~sceat---: _ don't have t0 V{Ql'I'y-about-ap.-open-flame," -
dots or slashes t6 indicate temperatures or , 

speeds. This tactual marking can be provided with 
a product called Hi-Mark, which comes in a tube. 
■ U~e of ~iectric-rather than gas st~ves, with · 
control parfels in front. 

1 · 

■ Visual Clues, such as a border of contrasting 
color on countertops to accentuate the edge. 

ing. He ~s visually impaired and she is 
b~ind. They find life' is easier in their new 
apartmei;it, with its well-thought-out de
sign. 

f . 
"The stove is electric, not gas, so we 

. !' 

· says C.huck Luifofs. "The controls are in · 
front ·so we don't have to reach across the 

· burners to turn down the heat. Those are 
important things." · 

.Says Wanda Kydius: "The bathroom has 
, a ·heat lamp that is on a timer, so we don't 
forg~t to turn it off." · 

. . And the simple addition of an ice maker 
in every refrigerator is appreciated. 

'~When you don't see well, it can be very 
difficult to fill an ice tray and get it 'into 
the freezer without spilling," Chuck Lu-
dois says. 

Mickey Felten is especially pleased with 
the oversized walk-in closet with plenty of 
lighting. She, too, commented on how 
much easier life is in her new apartment. 

· 

Front dials limit the need to reach over 
burners. 

- "At--o-first, 'I- worried -about -1e-avingmy-;-
liome and wh.at it would be like," she says. 
"But I don't have to worry about calling
the plumber or shoveling the snow or any 
of those other details. They have thought 
of everything." • -• 

Jo Ann Van Der Zee had lived at S. 59th: · 
St. and W. National Ave. but moved to the· 

. Badger apartments because they offered.:. 
more services. · -

"This is a better place for me, especialli· 
since I will be getting a dog," she says, re-· 
ferring to the guide dog that soon will be... 
her companion and aide. The building has~-
special facilities for dogs, including 
grooming areas with easy accessibility. · ~: 

"I love it here," she .says. "I feel safe and' 
secure, and we are one big happy family." ,,:. 

: 

mailto:KSHERLOCK@JOURNALSENTINEL.COM
mailto:nherrick@journalsentinel.com
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