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December 9, 2002 

Rudy Bruner Foundation 
130 Prospect Street 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Dear Rudy Bruner Foundation, 

Please find enclosed the Ogden Nature Center's application for the Rudy Bruner 
Award for Urban Excellence. The Ogden ature Center is a private nonprofit wildlife 
sanctuary and education center located in Ogden, Utah. Founded twenty-seven years 
ago as Utah's first nature center, our mission is to unite people with nature and 
nurture appreciation and stewardship for the environment. To that end, we offer 
educational programs for people of all ages, and we maintain 153 acres of wildlife 
sanctuary in city limits as a home for plants, animals, and the quiet enjoyment of 
people. 

Ii you have any questions or comments about this application, please call us at (801) 
621-7595. Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

Sincerely, 

l)ai~ ~[ri ~ L~ 7 
Elaine M. Gause Holly Perry 
Executive Director Development Coordinator 

966 West 12th Street • Ogden, Utah 8-1404 • Phone (80 I) 62 1-7595 • Fax (80 I) 62 1-1867 • www.ogdennaturecentcr.org 

www.ogdennaturecentcr.org
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PROJECT DATA 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Project Name Ogden Nature Center Location Ogden, Utah 

Private nonprofitOwner 

Project Use(s) Education center, wildlife sanctuary, and comtrA.mity programs and events 

Project Size 30,000 oeople served armually Total Development c05(\pprox . $1 million in capita: 
improvements over 27 years . 

Annual Operating Budget (if appropriate) $375 943 
1975Date Initiated May 19 ' Percent Completed by December 1, 2002 Ongoing 

Project Completion Date (if appropriate) Ongoing 

Attach, if you wish, a 11st of relevant project dates See a t t acbed 

Application submitted by: 

Name Elaine M. Gause Title Executi ye Di r ector 

Organization ()&den Nature Center 

Address 966 West 12th S treet City/State/Zip Ogden I lJf 84404 
Telephone { 801 ) 621- 7595 Fax { 801 ) 621 1867 
E-maidirector@bgdennaturecenter. org Weekend Contact Number (for notification): ( 801 )62 7-9702 
Key Participants (Attach an additional sheet if needed) 

Organization Key Participant Telephone/e-mail 

Public Agencies City of Ogden Jon Ruiz (801)629-8981 

Division of Wildlife Res . Jack Rensel (801)399-0240 

Architect/Designer EDA Architects Bob Hemlan (801)531-7600 

Develo r 

Professional Consultant Utah State University Craig Johnson 

8B~tt'&~~atthyCommunity Group Sandy Crosland ( 801)394-5783 

St. Benedict's Found. Estelle Dahlkemper (801)479-1800 

Other Ogden City Council Mary Hall (801)334-9680 

Ogden City Schools Marsha Prantil (801)627-7604 

Please indicate how you learned of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. (Check all that apply!. 

_ Direct Mailing _ Magazine Advertisement Previous RBA entrant ~ Other (please specify) 
_ Professional Newsletter _ Previous Selection Committee member 

Organization _ Magazine Calendar Utah Fnergy Office 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, and to 
post on the Bruner Foundation web sites, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authori ty 
to submit the applic i and all attached material to grant these rights and permissions . . L#w
Si nature 
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Relevant Project Dates for the Ogden Nature Center 

May 19, 1975 Founded 
First Nature Education Program Taught 1980 

1986First Staff Member Hired 
1990First Director Hired 
1995Visitor Center Built 
200025th Anniversary 
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~ Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application fom,s if needed. If possible, 
::..._., answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the fonns are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 

each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Project Name 0--j<Lf n Na-tu r-e 0 du: 
Address Oj LP lo 1/\J :I' ,ft I!)_+h .S,tffO t, Citv/State/ZIP Cz3de n UT t'-ND+ 
1. Give a brief overviev.- of the project, including major project goals. 

The Ogden Nature Center is an urban wildlife sanctuary and nature education center located 
within city limits. Founded in 1975 as Utah's first nature center, the Ogden Nature Center serves 
as a leading conservation and education organization. Surrounded by industrial development, we 
preserve and protect 153 acres of wildlife habitat. With a mission to unite people with nature and 
to nurture appreciation and stewardship of the environmen~ Ogden Nature Center thrives as an 
urban oasis where people of all ages come to connect with the natural world. 

The Ogden Nature Center strives daily to achieve the following goals: (1) Provide excellent, 
hands-on, experiential education opportunities for all. (2) Preserve, enhance and expand Ogden 
Nature Center lands and facilities as habitat and settings for communion with nature and 
environmental education. (3) Foster community and a sense of place. (4) Maintain and enhance 
Ogden Nature Center's positive reputation and broad base of support in the community. (5) 
Ensure Ogden Nature Center's perpetuity . 

• 
2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award far Urban Excellence? (You may wish to.consider such factors as: effect on the 

urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues; design quality.) 

Open space is disappearing faster than ever along the Wasatch front 1·n Utah o 1 · • 
boomi d 1 · · ur popu at10n 1s 

n~ an . peop e are ~ecomrng more detached from the natural world around them. 
Approximately 27,000 children and adults participated in one of our award · · 
year. Whether they are enrolled in a program for school children a co -wmmng programs last 
cr 1 bl" ' mmunny program for the 
"enera _pu rc, a summer camp, or in an outreach program, students and visitors alike learn 
con~ect10~s among ammals, plants, and the earth, and begin to understand and a reciate of the 
relat10nsh1p between themselves and the land in which they 11·ve T h PP . the 

. . o reac more people we take 
our pr~~arns o~t mto the community. This outreach effort is available to everyone bu; our foe 
1hs on t de mner city of Ogden, where environmental awareness is often low opporn:nities few anusd 
t e nee great. ' ' 

Ogden Na~r~ Center'~ Visitor Center also is a monument to environmental! 
fri~ndly bmldmg pr~cl!ces and an example to the public of how to respect nZture 
while cooperatrng with urban development. From the slate floor to the cupola 
wmdows to the sod roof, the design incorporates natural materials as well as the 
beauty of nature. 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed If possible 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate pag: 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

1, How has the project impacted the local community? 

The Ogden Nature Center was founded in 1975 as Utah's first nature center. We are 
building a community that appreciates and cares for the natural world. With 27 years of 
experience bringing people together with nature and preserving open space, the Ogden 
Nature Center has become Northern Utah's leading conservation and education 
organization. Receiving over 32,000 visitors annually, we provide award-winning nature 
education programs, exhibits, walking trails, demonstration gardens, wild bird 
rehabilitation, and we're home to birds of prey that are unable to care for themselves in 
the wild. Every year 300-400 active volunteers donate more than 15,000 hours annually 
to help us achieve our goals and live our mission. 

2. Describe the underlying values of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project? 

The Ogden Nature Center values hands-on experiential learning based on discovery and 
scientific principles; teamwork among members of the board, staff, volunteers, and 
community; professional and personal integrity in all aspects of our work; dedication 
to the Ogden Nature Center and its mission; fun as a part of everything we do; 
appreciation of art and beauty; and the highest level of quality in all activities and 
plans. 

Trade-offs that were required to ensure Ogden Nature Center's success have included 
losing some of the original sanctuary land in the mid 1980's so the state could build a 
juvenile facility for local youth. For the land Ogden Nature Center lost, we were given a 
26 acre piece of land in an area of the city that is now the only remaining undeveloped 
land. Recently, the city decided to develop adjacent military land as an industrial 
warehouse park. We have negotiated an agreement with the builder and the city to 
acquire 25 additional acres and a vegetated berm will be established along the boundary 
line to protect critical riperia areas and provide natural beauty for the warehouse workers. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION (CONTCD) 

3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where appropriate. 

Key elements of the development process include the founding of the Nature Center in 
1975 by a group of local volunteers, the introduction of our first nature education 
program in 1980 where local teachers volunteered their time teach/ng 
the classes, the completion of the environmentally friendly Visitor Center in 1995 
which had significant amounts of materials and labor donated by community 
members, and in October 2002, the groundbreaking of our new Education Center, 
which will allow us to serve over 30,000 students annually and give our 30o+ 
regular volunteers dedicated space. 

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sour ces and square foot costs where applicable. 

Ogden Nature Center's funding sources include contributions from individuals, 
foundations, corporations, and organizations. We also receive revenue from gift 
shop sales, tuition from community programs and special events. The Visitor 
Center cost $600,000, which was received in donations from the local community. 
We raise approximately 50% of our operating costs and receive the rest from the 
community. We are not supported by line item local or state government funding. 

s. Is the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other urban settings? 

The Ogden Nature Center is unique because of the fact that we are a wildlife 
sanctuary within city limits, and we have been committed to raising the 
environmental consciousness ofUtahns for 27 years. We have nature education 
programs_developed for children of migrant workers and a Nature Explorers 
scholarship camp, which gives low-income children the opportunity to attend 
camp. All camp applications are also printed in Spanish to welcome our 
Hispanic community. Our Visitor Center helps to illustrate our mission of 
uniting people with nature and how to respect nature while engaging in urban 
development Our model is adaptable to other urban settings and as the first 
nature center in the Intermountain West, we have assisted in the development 
of the Allen and Alice Stokes Nature Center in Logan, Utah, the Kennecott 
Nature Center in Murray, and others across the state. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible 

r1swers to all questions should be typed or written dir~tly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page: 
ach answer must be preceded by the question to which 1t responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 

on the original form. 

1. How has the project impacted the local community? 

The Ogden Nature Center was founded in 1975 as Utah's first nature center. We are 
building a community that appreciates and cares for the natural world. With 27 years of 
experience bringing people together with nature and preserving open space, the Ogden 
Nature Center has become Northern Utah's leading conservation and education 
organization. Receiving over 32,000 visfrors annually, we provide award-winning nature 
education programs, exhibits, walking trails, demonstration gardens, wild bird 
rehabilitation, and we 're home to birds of prey that are unable to care for themselves in 
the wild. Every year 300-400 active volunteers donate more than 15,000 hours annually 
to help us achieve our goals and live our mission. 

2. Describe the underlying values of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project? 

• The Ogden Nature Center values hands-on experiential learning based on discovery and 
scientific principles; teamwork among members of the board, staff, volunteers, and 
community; professional and personal integrity in all aspects of our work; dedication 
to the Ogden Nature Center and its mission; fun as a part of everything we do; 
appreciation of art and beauty; and the highest level of quality in all activities and 
plans. 

Trade-offs that were required to ensure Ogden Nature Center's success have included 
losing some of the original sanctuary land in the mid 1980's so the state could build a 
juvenile facility for local youth. For the land Ogden Natur~ Center lost, we were given a 
26 acre piece of land in an area of the city that is now the only remaining undeveloped 
land. Recently, the city decided to develop adjacent military land as an industrial 
warehouse park. We have negotiated an agreement with the builder and the city to 
acquire 25 additional acres and a vegetated berm will be established along the boundary 
line to protect critical riperia areas and provide natural beauty for the warehouse workers. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION (CONTODJ 

3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where appropriate. 

Key elements of the development process include. the founding of the Nature Center in 
1975 by a group of local volunteers, the introduction of our first nature education 
program in 1980 where local teachers volunteered their time teaching 
the classes, the completion of the environmentally friendly Visitor Center in 1995 
which had significant amounts of materials and labor donated by community 
members, and in October 2002, the groundbreaking of our new Education Center, 
which will allow us to serve over 30,000 students annually and give our 300+ 
regular volunteers dedicated space. 

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sour ces and square foot costs where applicable. 

Ogden Nature Center's funding sources include contributions from individuals, 
foundations, corporations, and organizations. We also receive revenue from gift 
shop sales, tuition from community programs and special events. The Visitor 
Center cost $600,000, which was received in donations from the local community. 
We raise approximately 50% of our operating costs and receive the rest from the 
community. We are not supported by line item local or state government funding. 

s. Is the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other urban settings? 

The Ogden Nature Center is unique because of the fact that we are a wildlife 
sanctuary within city limits, and we have been committed to raising the 
environmental consciousness of Utahns for 27 years. We have nature education 
programs_developed for children of migrant workers and a Nature Explorers 
scholarship camp, which gives low-income children the opportunity to attend 
camp. All camp applications are also printed in Spanish to welcome our 
Hispanic community. Our Visitor Center helps to illustrate our mission of 
uniting people with nature and how to respect nature while engaging in urban 
development. Our model is adaptable to other urban settings and as the first 
nature center in the Intermountain West, we have assisted in the development 
of the Allen and Alice Stokes Nature Center in Logan, Utah, the Kennecott 
Nature Center in Murray, and others across the state. 





COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
1ease answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
,swers to all questions should be typed or written direcrly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 

page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project 
respond to neighborhood issues. 

Name Sa od 'J Cto$1 a ,vi Title -A+mne )' 
Organization Vii n CoH, "Baj,,'.), Coro tNQ, u.. YYIQ[arf-lfe¼ohone ( [Di 1 3c,,;i. - ,a., s::f 
Address l':t17 f3ev,,. r I ,t :Vi--i y:e., Citv/State/ZIP QCid ii:?. Ll:C &' 4-l/-D 'l

I ~ 

Fax< E-mail !1t1 ftaye Crnz;lol\d5.~,,.(l:L 
The undersigned grants ttfea)uner Foundation permiss· use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the\mat~rials subi;ni . h a icandwarrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attach~.c¥matecials 3.'}d- g nt rights and permissions. 

Si nature 
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1. How did you, or the organization you represent, become involved in this project?• What role did you play? 

Twenty-seven years ago, the founders of the Ogden Nature Center spoke to the 
Junior League of Ogden to request its participation in the development of a Nature 
Center on a 125 acre parcel of land. At that time, it took incredible imagination and 
vision to see the abandoned cow pasture and defense dumping ground as having any 
possibility of embodying a nature preserve and inspiring a love of nature. 
Nevertheless, our group rallied to create a well respected Nature Center and I 
personally became a Volunteer Director and served as Board Chair for several years. 

2. From the community©point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

Certainly we were spurred on by the Governor of Utah's prediction that all useable 
open space would be occupied within 20 years. Additionally, the people involved 
with the Nature Center that moved to Utah to take advantage of its amazing natural 
environment became aware of how many local people had never experienced the 
beauty around them. The community never knew what they were losing because they 
never knew what they had. Therefore. the two major issues we were faced with were 
a sense of immediacy to raise the public's environmental consciousness and the need 
for funding to support the Nature Center. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 

In the beginning, teachers had no interest in returning with their classes because we 
didn't have any real programs or attractions. We promised I-shirts and prizes for 
people who came to the Nature Center and paid for the busing of the school children. 
At the time, we also added farm animals until the habitat could support wildlife on its 
own. We eventually created school programs, planted trees, rallied volunteer 
teachers, and begged community participation, and it worked. Today we have non
releasable native animals on display, and the sanctuary teems with insects, birds, and 
mammals who have found the re-established habitat and made it their home. 



COMMUNl1Y REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE (CONTCDJ 

4. Has this project made the community a better place to live or worki If so, how? 

The Ogden Nature Center is the first community nature center in Utah and has 
become one of the city's greatest local assets. It is a landmark event in public/private 
partnerships and remains committed to an ideal centered at a place. The Nature 
Center continues to inspire more people every year, evidenced by increased numbers 
in memberships, community events, and school programs. One of the founders, Mary 
Jane Catlin, won the Norma Matheson Award for Outstanding Volunteer (a statewide 
award) for all of her efforts to help the Nature Center become a vital part of the 
community. 

5. Would you change anything about this project or the development process you went through? 

In the beginning, our programs grew much faster than our funding. We did not have a 
staff member devoted to obtaining funding sources early on in the development 
process. However, the slow evolution allowed for careful and deliberate changes, 
which ultimately benefited the Nature Center. We also never preserved the history of 
the project and everything that happened to get us to where we are today. It would be 
nice to have kept a written record of significant events and honor the people who 
gave so much of themselves to ensure the Nature Center's success. 



COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
...lease answer questions in space provided Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 

nswers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
,.age, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project 
respond to neighborhood issues. 

Name f 5 ~ ill<- (,, , Title EX eL..J I ..A 1) 1e [ d- o,. 
Organization $ f:, T3 V)C ,,\. J- 1J f:,,'-M& i,,;t,<>:., Telephone ( 't;C) I ) '--119 • l 9, 00 

Addrass \c Cl Clo ,.$ I u 7 !:,- E 

Fax 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make availabl or reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials ·submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full· power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature p I~rtg [)~ 
1. How did you, or the organization you represent, bec~me involved in this project? What role did you play? 

In 1~96, I attended a workshop and met an employee from the Ogden Nature .. 
Center. We discussed the roles of each of our organizations and she invited me to 
the Ogden Nature Center to attend a school program. I met with the other 
employees and learned more about what the Nature Center does in the 
community. I was very impressed with the school programs and St. Benedict's 
Foundation has funded the Ogden Nature Center every year since my initial visit. 

2. From the community©point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

The major issue concerning this project was detennining how much money to 
give to the Nature Center since there are so many worthy .causes in the 
community, but not enough money to go around. St. Benedict's Foundation's first 
priority is to give money to direct services such as children's shelters. We struggle 
with the amount of funds we give the Nature Center and would like to give more, 
but we must first take care of children's basic needs in our community. 

3. What trade.offs and compromises were required during the devE!lopment of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 

The Ogck:n Nature Center's ;isibility in the community has been the most positive 
trade-off m our orgamzat10n s eyes because it shows the Nature Center truly cares 
abo~t their commumty. The Executive Director has held Chamber of Commerce 
Bus_,~ess After Hours and Women in Business events at the Nature Center. In 
add1t10n'. she 1_s very active in supporting other nonprofit organizations and 
networking with community leaders, school officials, and local organizations. 



COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE,coNrOoi 
4. Has this project made the community a better place to live or work? If so, how? 

The Ogden Nature Center has made a big difference in the lives of school children 
that have participated in nature education programs and in turn have made our 
community and surrounding communities better places to live. The children learn 
about recycling and its impact on future generations, develop respect for nature 
and wildlife, and gain hands;on instruction about scientific principles that 
enhance what they learn in the classroom. 

5. Would you change anything about this project or the development process you went through? 

I would not change anything about this project or the development process. It has 
been a completely rewarding experience working with the Nature Center and 

watching the impact their nature education programs make on the community's 
school children. 



PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE 
1ease answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
nswers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 

page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by staff representative(s) of public agency(ies) who were directly involved in the financing, design reviev1, or 
public approvals that affected this project. 

Name et15-e. I Title c ·, O'rltcl S , ,red 

hone \?O 

Address 'SJ!:: Eas+ 5;3on Scw+b Citv1State1Z1P D34.I n llT S>lt..J.o,;: 
Fax E-mail 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
pu,pose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and pennissions. 

Signature ~ a -a?~ -
1. What role did your agency play in the development of this project? Describe any requirements made of this project by your agency 

(e.g., zoning, public participation, public benefits, impact statements). 

From the onset of the Ogden Nature Center's activities, I and several Division of WildlifeResource 
staff members gave council and advice to this important project. The site originally consisted of 
sagebrush, grasses, and forbs that were converted to irrigated farmland during Utah's early history. 
During the 1940's, the U.S. government purchased the land through eminent domain and converted it 
to a military equipment and supply storage area. After the conclusion of World War II, a portion of the 
southwest corner was declared surplus and was offered to the city of Ogden to be used for some public 
pUipOse. In 1975, a small group of individuals felt it was important to have an area set aside for 
wildlife protection and as an educational center for the rapidly expanding community. The group 
pel!l!oned Ogden City for permission and a lease to establish the Ogden Nature Center, which was the 
first nature center in Utah and the Intennountain West region. The Division of Wildlife Resources was 
anxious and happy to assist with the development of the Nature Center. We provided planting materials, 
built ponds, stocked fish, provided biological survey data, helped acquire necessary state and federal 
collection and possession permits, established a wildlife rehabilitation program, and provided volunteer help. 

2. How was this project intended to benefit your city? What trade-offs and compromises were required to implement the project? How 
did your agency participate in making them? 

The Nature Center's intent was to provide a place where people and nature could interact, 
a place where children could learn, and to provide a secure environment for urban 
wildlife. On several occasions, Ogden City has had pressing needs for other uses of the 
land. In1982, a portion of the Nature Center's property was withdrawn and another 
off-site parcel of land was given to the Nature Center in its place. To prevent this from 
happening again, the Division of Wildlife Resources created several wetland areas in 
key locations in consultation with Nature Center staff members. These wetlands are 
located primarily on the boundaries of the property managed by the Ogden Nature 
Center and serve as valuable habitat, interesting wildlife watching sites, and wastewater 
remediation areas, as well as border protection. · 
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PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE (CONTODJ 

3. Describe the project<l impact on your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

The creation of the Ogden Nature Center has resulted in a "can-do" attitude for 
residents of this area and Ogdenites are proud to have created the first nature 
center in the state of Utah. Memberships continue to grow each year. Participating 
foundations that support the Nature Center are happy with their investments and 
they continue to enthusiastically support new projects and ongoing events. Entrance 
fees to Ogden Nature Center are very low and free passes are distributed throughout 
the community, making the Nature Center a gathering place for people of all incomes, 
ethnic heritage, and neighborhoods. The Ogden Nature Center provides unique, 
organized learning experiences for local schools, which many describe as their 
favorite field trip all year. Teachers love that the Nature Center's programs meet the 
Utah State core curriculum requirement for science. The Nature Center also provides 
a quiet place to walk on trails within city limits, a healing place for injured birds, 
community outreach programs, and a secure refuge for wildlife. 

4. Did this project result in new models oi publidprivate partnerships? Are there aspects a; this project that would be instnm'e to 
agencies like yours in other cities? 

As a result of the Nature Center's success, particularly with the mobilization of 
voluntee~s ove~ a 2? year period, other community projects such as our 
outstanding Ira![ bwlding program have prospered. The Ogden Nature Center 
was the example.needed for citizens in the city of Logan, Utah to successfully 
pursue the establishment of the ~Hen an~ ,:'lice Stokes Nature Center in Logan 
Canyon. Several people from their orgaruzmg committee met with the staff and 
volunteers of the Ogden Nature Center for guidance and support. 

5. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

I am still impressed with the fact that a few citizens with a vision were able to 
create such a successful project in Utah. It has provided a positive example for 
o~ers I? follow and has tremendous support from the community. The only 
disappointment has been the failure to acquire approximately 50 acres of 
recently abandoned government land adjacent to the Ogden Nature Center. 
However, we were successful in the acquisition of 25 acres, including valuable 
ripclrian habitat adjacent to the Nature Center. 



PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE 

" Please answer questions in space provided.Applicants should feel free to use photocopies Of the application forms if needed. If possible,I answers to all questions should be typed or written directly"on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate' · 
I page, each answer must be preceded by the question to Which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
I provided on the original form. ' 

I 
This sheet is to be filled out by staff representative(s) Of pubiic agency(ies) who were directly involved in the financing. design review, orI 
public a-pprovals that affected this project. I 
Name Jon R. Ruiz Title Public Works DirectorI 

I Organization Ogden City Telephone ( 801 ) 629-8970
I 

Address 2549 Washinton Blvd. Sui 1e 760 , Cit /State/ZIP den Utah 84401I 
I Fax .( 801 ) 629-8994 I E-mail jonruiz@ci..ogden. ut. us 
I The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any
I purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
I application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

I Si0 nature
I 
I 1. What role did your agency play in the development of this project? Describe any requirements made of this pr~ject by your agency 
I {e.g., zoning, public parti~ipation, public benefits, impact statements). · • · · 

I 
I The current Ogden Nature Center (ONC) land was originally owned by the U.S. Military and 
I subsequently deeded to Ogden City. Twenty-five years ago, a group ofcommunity volunteers 
I petitioned the City to open a 127 acres non-profit nature center. The City agreed.to lease the 
I property to the Nature Center at no cost. In 1995, the Defense Depot Ogden (DDO), a 1,100 acre
I facility adjacent to the ONC, was identified to be closed. In close cooperation between the QNC, I the community, DDO reuse committee and the U.S. Military, Ogden City identified an additional 

25 acres for transfer to the ONC upon closure ofDDO. 

2. How was this project intended to benefit your city? What trade.offs and compromises were required to im'plement the project? How 
did your agency participate in making them? · • · . · . 

Twenty-five years ago and again in 1995 the City had ad10ice between developing the land or 
preserving an oasis of dedicated space for the community to connect with nature and to offer 
affordable and educational community programs. As part of the DDO closure, the reuse . 
committee neaotiated 25 acres of land for ONC and allowed an industrial warehouse on adJacent 
land. In addition, ONC will receive a vegetated berm along t\l'boundary line. 

https://agreed.to
mailto:jonruiz@ci..ogden


PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE,coNTODl 
3. Describe the project□ impact on your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

ONC is a unique tourism destination within city limits. The Weber Economic Development 
Council markets us to businesses and tourists. All area public schools attend nature education 
proorams at least once per school year since our programs ·meet the Utah State curriculum 
req~irement for science. ONC also hosts 1-2 open days per year where the community can come 
b~. . -

4. Did this project result in new models of publidprivate partnerships? Are there aspects of this project that would be instn.t:Oie to 
agencies like yours ~n other cities? 

None in Ogden, but as the first nature center in the interrnountain west, ONC did assist in the 
development ofthe Stokes Nature Center in Logan, Utah and the Kennecott Nature Center in 
Murray, Utah providing guidance and acting as a· model for others. ONC enjoys tremendous 

.support from the city and has an excellent, long-standing working partnership. 

5. vyhat do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this Project? 

Su_ccessful aspects: public involvement/volunteers, doesn't require city money to operate where 1,15 

others within the city do require funds, positive working relationship, long-term input on future 
citizens, the ,12,000 - 15,000 school kids participating in the ONC programs every year gain an 
appreciation for the community's natural assets. 



PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE 
Plea~ a11swer quej~ons in spate pro\lided. Appllc;ant!- should feel rr'1e to use pho1ocopi~ ,Jf the application (arms if neEded. :f possible, 
.answers to all qucsuon~ should be typed or writte~ dircCTly ~n ~he forms. If the rorme: are no~ 1JseC and iltiswers are typed on 3 separate

I page: each answer.must be ~rec:eded by the qu~:;tion to which 11 responds, and the lciigth o• each answet shouid be lir11ited to the area 
I provided on !he original form. 
I T~is sheet ,is 10 be fil!e~ out by a_professional \vho worked aJ ~ consultant on rhc: project, providing design, planning, liagai, or other ser
I vices. Copies m,1y be: g1\ltn to ot,1er prot'essiona!s If desired. 
I 

N eI 
I 
I 
I ;> 
I ea, r-4.3;51 797 Q5'0,8
I The lir.detSigned grams the Btuner Fi,ur.d.ttion pcrmissicn tc use, reproduce, or make availabie for reprodtJciion or use bv other!i, ior anv 
I P!Jll:l~se_whatsoevcr, the rni,terials _!iubmitrf:!d. The appllcam warrants that the applicant hos T'JII pow~r and avthority to submit the · 

appl1ca.t1on and ,-.i~chcd materi ls an o gr r these righB and ~,missions.I 
I Si nature ..-1'~ 
I 
I ion p1ay in the da.velopment cf this ?tr>jectl 
I 
I 
I During the development of the Ogden Nature Center, I worked with teams of
I 

undergraduate students who prepared alternative scenarios for habitat restoration onI 
Ogden Nature Center property. The students created detailed trail alignment plans andI 

I planting specifications for various sites with the intent of minimizing adverse effects to 
I resident wildlife. 
I 

2, From your per:;pective1 how was the project intended to benefit the urbal"I erivironmenr? 

The project benefits the urban environment by restoring a badly degraded site with shrub
steppe and riparian ecosystems, enhancing biodiversity, providing a unique aesthetic 

1 
experience, bioremediating soil conditions, enhancing water quality, and providing 

I residents with educational opportunities not available elsewhere in Northern Utah. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 3. Describe the project© impact or, Its community, Please be as specific as possible. 

I 
I 
I
I With regard to plant and wildlife communities, the project provides wildlife habitat 
I riparian corridors that function with refugia for indigenous plants and wildlife within an 
I urban context. The Ogden Nature Center also serves as a living laboratory and classroom 
I dedicated to serving the human community. 



PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE (CONTOD) 

4. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your or ganization participate in 
making them? 

The urban setting required modifications ofurban land management techniques necessary 
to maintain plants and wetland design. · 

5. How might this project be instructive to others in your profession? 

The project is an excellent example for landscape architects of land restoration, a model 
of low water use land techniques, and demonstrative of inherent beauty associated with 
native plantings and wild landscapes. 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The most successful aspect of the project is the renewed interest in land restoration 
efforts in Northern Utah communities. 

The least successful aspect of the project is the failure to acquire approximately 50 
additional acres of abandoned government land adjacent to the Ogden Nature Center. 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. f possible, 
:answers to all questions should be typed or written directly, on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is ta be filled out by a design professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other design professionals if desired. 

Name ~okx.r± kk.rma.n 
' 

A I-A. 
Organization Sg r-£-1 K. bkn:Mn Arr.hJ-keJ-S-1 ( ~D / ) 5"31 1/p DDTelephone -

J:> • ::L(\ c__.. • 
Address 11 I f:71 +4:: '.B:r::o ad rl~ City/State/ZIP Sa_/+ ut.k I Ci :hj 

I 
L,LT 841/ / 

Fax (Sol) 3lp3-3/L-fS E-mail r-he.rnv-ne :e.J4..,a.n;h. i!bnL 

The u . r Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpo Is submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit die 
appli ,""'1n!i.111e, ials and grant these rights and permissions. 

1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc. _ 
The land and the buildings of the Nature Center perform two critical functions: to preserve open space and wildlife 

habitat in the increasingly urbanized environment of the Wasatch Front urban corridor and to create a point of 

access to the various indoor and outdoor learning environments within this habitat. The entire site has benefited 

from the careful collaboration of land planners, landscape architects, architects and constructors to help shape 

appropriate and functional designs for this oasis of wild lands. The Ogden Nature Visitor Center serves as the 

principal access point to the 127 acres of wildlife preserve. It was designed with three purposes in mind: firstly, to 

create a gateway to the land; secondly, to provide functional space in support of the programs and operations of the 

center; and, thirdly, to make a building that was also a teaching tool and model for responsible, sustainable design. 

Its architecture was largely inspired by local agrarian building forms (barns, lambing sheds, granaries) that were 

compatible with the size and use of the building, as well as by historical archetypes that utilized locally-derived 

natural building materials and building systems (in particular, stave-built architecture of the Utah pioneers). 

Nearly all of the building materials provide some story about environmental design and local construction heritage; 

for example, the timber frame and siding of the building were culled from the old-growth lumber salvaged from the 

24-mile Union Pacific railroad trestle that crosses the Great Salt Lake less than ten miles from the Nature Center. 
2. Describe the most important social and programmatic runct1ons ot the oes1gn. 

The Visitor Center supports a variety of activities critical to the organization's 

environmental education programs and services. The classrooms serve the over 16,000 

school children who visit the building annually. The interpretive room orients the casual 

visitor to the center's various habitat and wildlife viewing opportunities as well as informs 

him/her to the center's relationship to the broader geographical context relative to the 

Great Basin and the Rocky Mountains. The administrative wing provides workspace for 

the fourteen full- and part-time administrators and teacher-naturalists. 

The Visitor Center also provides an alternative vision to the Wasatch Front's land 

consuming and resource inefficient development patterns. The gardens around the 

building demonstrate responsible water usage and methods for attracting and fostering 

wildlife. The building plan and orientation show strategies for low-tech, low-energy and 

low-cost heating and cooling. The building materials demonstrate the rich, diverse and 

documented pallet of products and supplies that are readily available to consumers. 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (CONT◊D) 
3. Describe the major challenges of designing this project and any design trade-offs or compromises required to complete the project. 

The Visitor Center was recognized at the time of its completion (1994) as one of the most 

complete and innovative examples of environmental architecture in Utah. Yet there were 

many challenges to bringing the vision of this model green building to fruition. These 

included: lack of speci:(ic material information regarding embodied energy, recyclability, 

recycled-content, off-gassing, etc., availability and accessibility of green building 

products, and lack of understanding of design consultants, building contractors and 

planning and building officials about environmental methods and materials. 

In comparison, the process to bring the new Environmental Education Center (to be 

completed in Fall 2003) to reality has been easier. In the ensuing nine years, many more 

materials are available that conform to green building criteria; the information on green 

buildh:1g strategies has expanded; and design consultants, builders and planning and 

building officials are more accepting of the green building ethos. 
4. Describe the way in which the project relates to its urban context. 

The Ogden Nature Center has succeeded in protecting an important regional open space 

that both supports wildlife and provides a meaningful nature education environment by 

creating carefully planned transitions between the wild lands and the city and between on

site parking and the building/habitat areas. The Ogden Nature Center is located directly 

off a very busy road, so parking areas are designed to remove people from their vehicles 

as they walk down a peaceful path lined with birdhouses. Many visitors comment that 

although they are in the city, they've forgotten that by the time they walk to the Visitor 

Center. Berms are being created along the north and east boundaries to block the sights 

and sounds of the industrial park and create additional habitat. The entire northern 

boundary (2800') is being created through an agreement with the developers of the 

industrial park. They will also landscape the berms in 2003 and water them until 2006, 

when the root systems should be established enough to tap in to groundwater. 

5. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the projectO; design and architecture. 

The strengths of the Visitor Center: 
• Building has become an icon for the Ogden Nature Center 

Building has been a case study and model for the design of other nature/visitor 

centers nationally 

Resource efficient design demonstrates environmental stewardship by mitigating 

impact to the urban environment and power use. Lower utility bills also allow more 

donor dollars to be used for programming. 

The carefully planned gardens show how urban/suburban yards can support wildlife 

and reduce use of chemical pesticides and herbicides 

Although sophisticated technologically, the natural materials and neo-traditional 

building forms create a warm and hospitable environment 

The weaknesses of the Visitor Center: 

The current building has been unable to support the rapid growth in staff and 

programs 

The art work proposed for the building (artist-designed weather vane and birdhouses) 

and some interpretive displays have remained unfunded 
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are ty~e~ on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be hm1ted to the area 

provided on the original form. 

Name Marsha Prantil Title oronram Snecialist 

Telephone ( 801) 6?.7-7604Organization Ogden School District 
City/State/ZIP Ogden Utah 84401Address 2444 Adams Avenue 

orantiJm'1rn.ooden.kl?..ut.usFax ( 801 ) 334-4442 E-mail 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or m~ke available for reproduction ~r use by o1!1ers, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applica~t warrants tha! t~e applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and perm1ss1ons. 

Signature~~~~ 

1. What role did you play in the development of this project? 

Ogden City Schools has been involved with the Ogden Nature Center since the c_reation of its 
first nature education program in 1980. Many teachers within Ogden City Schools 
volunteered their own time to teach pertinent classes at the center. Ever since the Nature 
Center hired its first professional naturalist in 1986, local teachers have continued to support 
the Nature Center by bringing their school classes year after year to participate in the 
experiential, field-based a~~entures. ______ ____ . _ 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

The quantitative impact of this project for Ogden City Schools is the number ofstudents (16,000 annually; 
hundreds of thousands since the programs' inception) who visit the Nature Center. Before their visit to the Nature 
Center, many of the students have not had the opportunity to explore nature and learn from the participation in 
outdoor activities. The Nature Center develops their curriculum around the Utah State Core Curriculum for 
Science. The field trips to the Nature Center enhance what teachers are teaching in the classroom, but at the 
Nature Center the children receive hands-on instruction. In addition, the after-school programs have also 
benefited from this project Students who attend the after-school clubs at Ogden City elementary schools receive 
the benefits outside of school hours and also in the summer months. Ogden City Schools and the Nature Center's 
collaboration have made it possible to continue to serve even more children once school is over. 

The qualitative impact ofthis project led to the Nature Center receiving the Olympic Organizing Committee's 
international Spirit ofthe Land Award in 200 I for giving the people of Utah oppol1llnities to learn ecological 
principles through full-body learning; enabling participants to better understand, love, and care for their 
environment Ofparticular interest to the Committee were programs developed for children ofmigrant workers 
and those that live in the inner-city, many ofwhom may be faced with environmental justice issues in the future. 
The infonnation Ogden Nature Center imparts in user-friendly scientific ways helps people of all ages 
comprehend their connection to the natural world. All of us in the education community were proud when Barbara 
Ruiz, a Nature Center Teacher/Naturalist was named Environmental Educator of the Year in 2001 by the Utah 
Society ofEnvironmental Education for her effons in helping Nonhem Utah's children understand their 
connection with science and nature. 

https://orantiJm'1rn.ooden.kl?..ut


OTHER PERSPECTIVE (CONTOD) 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you participate in making them? 

During the development of the nature education programs, several discussions were had 
about whether or not the schools should pay fees. In the beginning, students attended nature 
education classes at Ogden Nature Center for free, and teachers provided valuable feedback 
on program content, delivery, and the sanctuary experience. Once core curriculum
connected, teacher-approved programs were solidly in place, School Districts determined a 
small fee was worthwhile. It costs 2.25 per child to attend the Nature Center and the fees have 
n~t changed in 13 years. Every year Ogden City Schools puts aside funding to pay for field 
trips to the Ogden Nature Center; other local school districts and school foundations do the 
same. Year after year, even during difficult economic times, there is never any question that 
this is an excellent use of our school dollars. 

4. What do you consider to be the the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The most successful aspects ofthe project: Teachers in our district greatly value the Ogden 
Nature Center and appreciate the quality ofactivities developed by the Nature Center 
naturalists. Even when the districts have had to cut back on the financial support to the Nature 
Center and other community venues, the Ogden City school teachers value the experience at 
the Nature Center so much they are willing to find community support for the students to 
participate in these invaluable educational experiences. For the past 10 years, the Swanson 
Foundation has sponsored Summer Samplers with the opportunity for underserved children to 
receive free tickets to attend different venues in the community. Over 500 children attended· 
Nature Center programs developed specifically for them during the summer months. Ogden 
Nature Center also partners with local social service organizations to provide free 
memberships and a scholarship camp for families who could not otherwise afford to be part 
of the Center's programs. Ogden Nature Center's commitment to high standards of 
environmental education, coupled with a mission to serve all members ofour community; 
regardless of their ability to pay, makes them an ideal role model in our community, and 
across the nation. 

The least successful aspect ofthis project: Many organizations struggle with the cost of 
transportation to travel to the Nature Center. The Nature Center is located within Ogden City 
limits where Ogden City Schools can easily travel in a short period of time, but, through no 
fault of the Nature Center, the cost to bus students increases every year. The Nature Center is 
not located within walking distance of any schools, so rather than a daily resource, it becomes 
a field trip. This problem is somewhat overcome by the after-school programs and the offsite 
programs (like Wildlife on Wheels) that the Nature Center provides, but we still wish 
transportation costs were lower. 



OTHER PERSPECTIVE 
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1. What role did you play in the development of this project? 

For five years (1985-1990), I served on the Ogden Nature Center (ONC) board ofdirectors and 
taught the summer nature camps for children. From 1990 to 1996, I served as Executive Director. 
My long-term commitment evolved because of the almost spiritual essence ofthe place itself and 
because of the high quality and passion of the board, start; and volunteers. Working together, we 
helped the Nature Center grow from a fledgling organization with few financial resources, to a 
professional, self-sufficient and widely respected organi7ation. Perhaps the most well known 
accomplishment during my tenure as Director was the construction of a new nature education 
building. Our goal was to serve more children and to construct a building that was a model of 
conservation. We achieved both. We planted thousands oftrees and developed ponds and 
wetlands to protect and improve the wildlife sanctuary. We made new efforts to present the Nature 
Center with professionalism and artistic creativity. During this time we added to and improved 
the quality of our education programs, opened a gift shop called "The Nest'', and acquired more 
acreage from the U.S. Army during the closure of Defense Depot Ogden. Presently I serve on the 
Ogden City Council. I work to assure that development around the center does not hann the 
wildlife sanctuary and the teaching efforts of the Center and to remind the community of the many 
benefits the Nature Center provides our city. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

The Nature Center has had many positive influences in the greater Ogden Community, including: 
An example of how to restore and heal abused and neglected land for the benefit ofpeople and 
wildlife. During the time the Defense Department owned the land, topsoil and original vegetation 
was scraped away, gravel was laid down to store military vehicles and dangerous warfare 
chemicals were buried. After planting tens ofthousands of trees, establishing wetlands, and 
nurturing the land, the Center now serves as an urban wildlife sanctuary. As development and 
urbanization continues, the land will be an increasingly important oasis for wildlife and for people. 
The Ogden Nature Center was the first nature center in the State and as such is a source of 
tremendous community pride. Educators and community leaders acknowledge our nature 
education programs as the best in the State. For a community like Ogden with so many urban 
challenges, the Nature Center is truly a jewel and something of which we are very proud. The 
Nature Center provides critical habitat for wildlife and a unique outdoor classroom for students. 
As Ogden continues to become more urbanized, people and especially children have fewer and 

fewer opportunities to connect with their natural environment. At the Nature Center, students can 
experience first hand the wonders ofnature and learn the value of saving places for wildlife. After 
twenty-seven years, the Nature Center has a place ofhistorical significance in our community. 
Parents who participated in the programs as children are now bringing their children to programs. 
Long time events like the Wildwoods Bash, Summer Solstice, and Summer Camps have become 
community traditions. 



OTHER PERSPECTIVE (CONTCD) 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you participate in making them? 

Since its beginning in 1975, the Nature Center board and staff have made many compromises and 
trade offs. Ogden City owns the Nature Center land and although the Center has made 
monumental improvements to the land, the City has not been willing to deed the land to the 
Center. To compensate for this, the Nature Center bas strategically developed critical wetlands to 
help secure the land as a wildlife sanctuary. Intensive land use adjacent to the Nature Center 
requires ongoing compromise. The staff and board work very hard to support development rights, 
while protecting the wildlife sanctuary. In the mid 1990's, the IRS wanted to buy a section of 
Nature Center land for construction ofa building. Given limited financial resources, the board 
seriously considered, but eventually declined the offer. The board traded a short-term financial 
gain for the long-term preservation of the sanctuary. In the early days, there were board members 
who felt the Nature Center should be a petting zoo for farm animals. In fact, the Center bad 
acquired a burro, a sheep, and other assorted farm animals. Some felt it was the popular desire of 
the members to have these kinds of animals and that financial support would follow. However, 
after the board evaluated carefully the mission ofthe Center, they ultimately decided that farm 

animals were not consistent. Over time, as these animals died, they were not replaced and no new 
farm animals were accepted. There have been many cases where donors wanted to fund projects 
that were not in keeping with the mission and vision ofthe Center. The board and staff have 
compromised financial gain in order to adhere to the Nature Center's mission. In the long term, 
the Center has benefited from this policy. The community clearly understands and supports the 
character ofthe Nature Center. 

4. What do you consider to be the the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

Perhaps the most successful aspect of this project is the education program. The program provides 
students the opportunity to watch a fox cross the trail, smell his scent and bear his shrill bark. 
Students can listen to a symphony of chorus frogs, watch a snake eat a mouse, feel the wind in 
their faces and the sun on their backs. Another very successful aspect ofthe program is the quality 
of the people involved and the broad based community support. People who financially support 
the Center tend to continue their support. In addition, people who give their time, find friendship 
and satisfaction in serving a well-run organization. These people tend to stay involved for many 
years. The staff is truly one of the finest assets the Nature Center. They are professional, 
committed, and hardworking. The Nature Center has done an excellent job in building 
partnerships with organizations such as Ogden City, the Utah Division ofNatural Resources, the 

Audubon Society, and local school districts. 

One ofthe least successful aspects ofthe program has been marketing the center to adults. I 
remember taking our resident great horned owl to the Weber County fair. I would always ask 
people if they knew ofthe Nature Center. Nearly every kid in the audience would raise their band 
but far fewer adults knew ofor bad visited the Center. As in most non-profit organizations, 

funding is also a limiting factor. A unique challenge for the Nature Center is attracting enough 
people to be competitive with other similar venues while respecting the wildlife and protecting 
their habitat. It becomes an issue ofwhat is the "carrying capacity" of the Nature Center. In the 
mid l 980's, the Nature Center's first Teacher Naturalist, Joan Dolph used to say that, "Good 
things will always come to the Ogden Nature Center." It was insightful and prophetic. There is 
something so special about the place itself, that it attracts good people, strong financial support, 
abundant wildlife, and a sense of peace. 
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taken down and moved with little · 
impact on the land. 

.. 
, \ 

The ~urt stands out as an 
innovative a nd earth-friend!~ 
structure but still blends in 

with the la ndscape. , 

Thank~ to the tollowingtor_;,,akingthis 
. brochure possible 
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E.arth-triendl!::J buildings optimiz~ natural resources $uch as sunlight 
and breezes and leave as small an impact on the land as possible. 

The result is conservation ot water?_ener~ and mo~e!::J•· 

The visitor ~enter was designed to allow as much 
Winte r sun ·natural light in as possible. The type and location 

of each window controls the amount of sunlight 0 
and heat that enters. Some windows are gas-filled· h-~ats' 
to provide insulation and some are ·specially 
treated to reflect light. The south-facing windows 
feature wooden slats to provide shade in the 
summer but allow low-.angle sunlight to enter in The rJ llis suppo rts vines 
winter. White ceilings in the classroom and office For s mers hade. 1 

area reflect heat and light into the rooms to 
maximize the energy expenditure. The restroom 
lights are motion-sensitive to conserve energy. s hading Devices 

Hot water pipes under the floor warm .Water pipes d istribute 
people d irectly (radiantly). This keepssolar heat to t he rest oF 

Winte r people more comfortable becquse there isthe build ing. 
sunlight less fluctuation of temperature than there is 

with convection (furnace) heat. The slate 
floor in the lobby passive ly heats the 
building by holding warmth from sunlight in 
winter when the sun is low in the sky. The 

concreteInsulation in the concrete ·slate also features the footprintsof just a few 
Floor.Floor reduces heat loss. of the animals visitors might see here. 

Rad iant Heating Prevailing breezes 
throug h cupola ~ _The visitor center is coo led by a n 
increase the ~-c::' =~ evaporative system that requires much less stack effect. 

I
/ \

I 
-

energy than conventiona l met 
\ 

hods ;-I ,r-I 
1 I 
I I 
\ ,'because no condenser unit is needed. This 

method does not require refrigerants like /', 
\I 

__.,,,,.. ',
CFC's which can damage the ozone layer. 
In addition, the cupola windows, can be Wa rm air rises a r1d pulls cool 
opened to draw warm air up which is a irthroug h lowwindows. 
replaced by cool fresh air from below. This 

, is known as the stack effect. S t ~ck E:tte ct 

The Ogden NaJure Center features 
another example of enviror_:imentally 
friendly building called a yurt. Yurts · 
are des ig ne d to enc lose a la rge 
amount of space using a minima l 
amount of materia ls. They can be 
taken down and moved with little 
impact on the land. 

"' 

. \ 

The ~urt sta nds out as a n 
1nnovative a nd earth-tr1e ndl~ 

structure but stdl ble nds 1n 
with the la ndscape. 
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Since 1975 ·the, Ogden Nature 

Center has been a home to wildlife 

and a plai::.e f9r people to learn 

about an9 · enJo~ nature. To 

accommoda!e the ~tead~ growth of 
education program_s, activities and 

I 

visitation, a new visitor center was 

completed in 1995, 

As well as helping fulfill the mis~ion 

of uniting people and nature, the 
visitor center is also a monument to · 

environment~ II~ friend!~ building 

practices and an example to the 

public of how to ' respecJ nature 

while cooperating with urban 

development. From the slate tloor , 

to th~ cupola windows, the design , 

incorporates natural materials as 

well as the beaut~ of nature. 

Th~nks to generous commu~it~ 

,support, over!690,000 in funds, 
materials and labor were do'nated 

to 'build the visitor center. The 

r~su_lt 1·~ a. building which p'a~s 
tribute to n_ature- as well as the 

vision of a communit~. 

Welcome to9our 
visitor center. 

The visitor center was designed to fit in with 
the natural surroundings. The gardens ancf 
ponds around the building provide habitatfor 
many insects, birds and small animals. All 
building facilities are centrally located to 
meet visitors' needs while preserving much 
of the property as a wildlife sanctuary. 

The sod rpof helps reduce heat absorption .to~·~ < 
minimize impact on the microclimate and ~n·~· · 
human and wildlife habitat It also helps'( 
prevent rainwater runoff to reduce erosion~~~ 

The weathered redwood siding 
and green roof evoke the natural 
feel of trees. The angled roofline' 

· represent~ the majesti~ Wasatch 
Mountains that provide the 
backdrop to the sanctuar~. 

In winter-th~'vegetation holds snow in place 
which serves as insulation, and in summer the 
~ater ·used to irrigate the roof helps cool the 
building. The grass is planted in 12" of topsoil 
that sits above a drainage layer and rubber 
sheeting. It is watered to reduce fire danger 
and mowed every spring to make room for 
the new year's growth. 

In harmon~ with its surroundings, 
the grass on the roof 

provides food and shelter to 
ma n:i birds and insects . 

/ 

t 
This ~isitor center is made of{ ecycled ,wood! The 
Douglas Fir and Redwood trees\4se(!j in this building 
were cut down over one hundred years ago. They 
were used in a 12 mile long railroad trestle called 

_the Lucin Cutoff that carried trains across the Great 
Salt Lake from 1904 to· the late 1950s; 

The trestle wood was 
submerged in the Great Salt 
Lake for about 90 :iears . It is 
permeated with salt, making it 

ver~ weqther resistant. 

Earth-frien_dly buildings consider the 
environmental cost of extracting, 
manufacturing, transporting, treating and 
maintaining materials. In addition. to 
considering the health of the out.door 
environment, "green" buildings are 
designed to be healthy.indoors as well. 
The carpet, paints, _stains and glues in th,e 
building do not emit toxic fumes. 

A close look at th 
hole:3 left b~ naiJ 

spikes from the da_ 

In 1964the trestte was rep 
filled causeway. In ·1993 
the trestle was s·alvagec 
remanufactured and ma 
building once dgain. 

I 

The kitchen and bath 
natural linoleum made 
sawdust and jute fibers ~ 
an earth-friendly proce 
made of concrete pal 
bricks which require a I 
The remaining constru<l 
ground up for mulch in th 
than sent to alandfill. 



75 th e_ O gde ~ · Na ture 

1s been a home to wildlife 

ic.~ t9 r peo ple to learn 
n~ · e nj o_y nature. To 

da~e the ~tead_y g rowt h ot 

1program_s, ac~ivities a nd 
a new vis itor cente r was 

j in 1995, 

he lpingtu lti ll the mis~ion 

; people a nd nature, the 

te r is a lso a mo nume nt to 

:nt~ll_y t rie ndl_y building 

a nd a n example to the 

how to respec_t nature 

:::, p e ra}ing with urban 
~nt. From the s late tloor 

,ola windows, the design , 

t es natura l ma te ria ls as 

bea ut_y ot nature . 
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ive r $600,000 in funds, 

ind labo r wer~ do"nated 

he vis ito r center. The 

:i. building whic h p'a_ys 

na ture as we ll as the 

communit_y. 

come to9our 
;itorcenter. 

The visitor center was designed to fit in with 
the natural surroundings. The gardens ancf 
ponds around the building provide habitatfor 
many insects, birds and small animals. All 
building facilities are centrally located to 
meet visitors' needs while preserving much 
of the property as a wildlife sanctuary. 

The sod rpof helps reduce heat absorption to 
minimize impact on the microclimate and an 
human and wildlife habitat. It also helps 
prevent rainwater runoff to reduce erosion. ,m 

The weathered redwood siding 
and green r~ot evoke the natural 
teel ot trees. The angled rootline 

· r-epresent~ the majesti~ Wasatch 
Mountains that provide.the 
backdrop to the sanctuar_y. 

In winter the ~egetation holds snow in place 
which serves as insulation, and in summer the 
~ater ·used to irrigate the rodf helps cool the 
building. The grass is planted in 12" of topsoil 
that sits above a drainage layer and rubber 
sheeting. It is watered to reduce fire danger 
and mowed every spring to make room for 
the new year's growth. 

, In harmon_y with its surroundings, 
the grass on the root 

provides food and shelter to 
man:i birds and insects. 

This visitor center is made of recycled .wood! The 
Douglas Fir and Redwood trees useq in this building 
were cut down over one hundred years ago. They 
were used in a 12 mile long railroad trestle called 

_the Lucin Cutoff that carried trains across the Great 
Salt Lake from 1904 to the late 195.0s. 

The trestle wood was 
submerged in the Great Salt 
Lake tor about 90 _years . It is 

permeated with salt, making it 
ver_y we9ther resistant. 

Earth-friendly buildings consider the 
environmental cost of extracting, 
manufacturing, transporting, treating and 
maintaining materials. In addition to 
considering the health ·of the out.door 
environment, "green" buildings are 
designed to be healthy.indoors as well. 
The carpet, paints, ~tains and glues in th.e 
building do not emit toxic fumes. 

A close look at the wood reveals 
holes left b_y nails and railroad 

spikes trom the da_ys ot the trestle. 

In 1964the trestte was replaced by a solid 
filled causeway. In 1993 the wood from 
the trestle was s·alvaged from the lake, 
remanufactured and made available for 
buil~ing once again. 

The kitchen and bathrooms feature 
natural linoleum made of linseed oil, 
sawdust and jute fibers manufactured in 
an earth-friendly process. The patio is 
made of concrete pavers instead of 
bricks which require a baking process. 
The remaining construction waste was 
ground up for mulch in the gardens rather 
than sent to a landfill. 
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