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Proiect Name Prospect Park Audubon Center Location Brooklyn, NY 

Owner Prospect Park Alliance 

Proiect use(sl Environmental Education Facility / Park Visitor Center / Nature Trails 

Proiect Size 4400 sq ft + 21 acres + 2. 5 miles of tra:i:Jtal Development Cost $16 million 

Annual Operating Budget(if appropriate) $766,612 (fiscal year 2003) 

Date Initiated 8/1999 Percent Completed by December 1, 2002 100% 

Project Completion Date (if appropriate) 

Attach, if you wish, a list of relevant project dates see ·attached 

Application submitted by: 

Name Steven Parkey ntle Vice President, Development & Marketing 

Organization Prospect Park Alliance 

Address 95 Prospect Park West City/State/Zip Brooklyn, NY 11215 

Telephone ( 718 ) 965-8963 Fax (718 ) 965-8972 

E-mail sparkey@prospectpark.org Weekend Contact Number (for notification): 718-522-4269 

Key Participants (Attach an additional sheet if needed) see attached 

Organization Key Participant Telephone/e-mail 

Public A encies 

Architect/Desi ner 

Oevelo er 

Professional Consultant 

Commun it Grou 

Other 

Please indicate how you learned of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. (Check all that apply). 
.X Direct Mailing _ Magazine Advertisement Previous RBA entrant _ Other (please specify) 
J{ Professional Newsletter _ Previous Selection Committee member 

Organization _ Magazine Calendar 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, and to 
post on the Bruner Foundation web sites, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority 
to submit the appli tio ched ma ·als and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Si nature 

mailto:sparkey@prospectpark.org


Project Timetable 
Prospect Park Audubon Center, Natural Areas, and Nature Trails 

Proj~ct 
Boathouse - Exterior 
Boathouse - Interior 
Lullwater Nature Trails 
Binnenwater Phase I 

Peninsula Trail 
Binnenwater Phase II 
Midwood Trails 

Start date 
8/99 
9/00 
8/01 
3/02 
3/03 
11/02 
3/03 

End date 
9/01 
2/02 
8/02 
3/03 
10/03 
12/03 
10/03 



Prospect Park Audubon Center 
Key Participants 

Organization Key Participant Telephone E-mail 
Public Agency New York City Department Adrian Benepe, Commissioner 212--360-1305 comrnissioner@garks.nyc.gov 

of Parks & Recreation 
Architect/Designer Prospect Park Alliance Ralph Carmosino, Manager of 718-965-7768 rcarmosino@12ros12ecmark.org 

Architecture 
Prospect Park Alliance Christian Zimmerman, 718-965-7767 czimmerman@12ros12ecmark.org 

Director, Design 
Developer Prospect Park Alliance Tupper Thomas, President 718-965-8951 Tunper.Thomas@garks.nyc.gov 
Professional May & Watkins Carol May 718-522-4786 may_y,:atkins@earthlink.net 
Consultant 

Building Conservation Ricardo Viera, Associate 212-777-1300 rviera@bcausa.com 
Associates (BCA) Director 

Community Group Prospect Park Alliance Dany Cunningham 718-462-8654 N/A 
Community Committee 

Other Audubon New York Chuck Remington, Director of 518-869-9731 crcmington@audubon.org 
Education 

Community School District Dr. Evelyn Castro, 718-826-7800 N/A 
17 Superintendent 
New York City Council Bill DeBlasio, Council Member 718-854-9791 dcblasio@council.nyc.ny.us 
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ABSTRACT 
ease answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 

answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Prospect Park Audubon Center, nature trails & natural areasProject Name 

Address 95 Prospect Park West City/State/ZIP Brooklyn, NY 11215 

1. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

The Prospect Park Alliance has successfully completed the restoration of the Park's historic Beaux 
Arts Boathouse, and re-interpreted this landmark space to become New York City's first Audubon 
Center. Through a partnership with the National Audubon Society, environmental education 
programs, exhibits, and self.guided nature trails have been developed that will provide new 
opportunities for inner-city children and the general public to learn about nature and the 
environment. The project also encompasses a complete restoration of 21 acres of natural habitat 
surrounding the boathouse, and the creation of a 2.5 mile-long network of nature trails through 
these areas, to create a complete environmental educational experience for visitors. A parmership 
with neighboring School District 17 has developed pilot education programs to make the best use 
of these resources, which are now being offered co all Brooklyn schools. The Prospect Park 
Audubon Center's mission is to inspire people to learn about, appreciate, and protect birds, other 
wildlife, and their habitat in Prospect Park, their communities, and beyond. The restoration of 
the Boathouse maintains the architectural integrity of the original building, while its adaptive re
use as an Audubon Center provides new opportunities for the public co learn more about the 
Park's ecology, history, and design. The Center offers workshops for school classes, as well as 
public drop-in programs, guided tours, and citizen science programs. It also serves as the Park's 
main visitor's center, offering a cafe, gift shop, and electric boat tours. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 
urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues; design quality.) 

The Prospect Park Audubon Center is worthy of the Rudy Bruner Award for many reasons. The 
meticulous restoration of the Park's landmark Beaux-Arts Boathouse is award-worthy on its own. 
The building was designated a New York City Landmark on October 14, 1968, and is the first 
landmark building in Prospect Park. The Alliance restored the building to the original beauty of 
its 1905 design, while correcting design deficiencies to prevent future water damage. The 
partnerships chat fostered the adaptive re-use of the building as an Audubon Center are also 
exemplary. The Alliance's Community Committee has been interested in creating an 
environmental education center within the Park for a number of years. The Alliance worked 
closely with the National Audubon Society to adapt this beautiful space to become the country's 
first urban Audubon Center. The Center is already being used as a national model in Audubon's 
mission to open 1000 new Audubon Centers by 2020. The Alliance also put together a teacher 
advisory group from neighboring School District 17 to develop programs and exhibits that would 
help meet New York State standards, and communicate effectively with a culturally diverse, urban 
audience. Underlying all of these partnerships is the Allaince's public/private partnership with the 
City of New York. This project opens up new educational ·opportunities for thousands of inner 
city children to experience nature first-hand. There is no other facility of its kind within New York 
City. The Center is located in the southeastern section of the Park, bordering on the 
neighborhoods of Flatbush and Crown Heights. Its presence will increase visitorship to this 
section of the Park, stimulating economic growth in these underserved neighborhoods. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
'lease answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
nswers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers ar: typed on a separate p_age, 

each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

1. How has the project impacted the local community? 

For the 2.5 million people who live in Brooklyn and want to spend time in a natural setting, the 
opportunities are extremely limited. Nature centers abound outside the city limits, but few exist 
within New York City. Urban residents often lack a commitment to protecting the natural 
environments within their midst, or to making informed choices about environmental issues in 
general. The Prospect Park Alliance felt an obligation to create an environmental education center 
in the Park, which is Brooklyn's largest green space and home to its last remaining forest and only 
lake. Since its opening on April 26, 2002, the Prospect Park Audubon Center has welcomed over 
25,000 visitors, including school groups and family visits. Visitors have enjoyed the Center's 
unique interactive exhibits, and participated in school programs, nature craft activities, and special 
weekend events. As New York City's largest and most densely populated borough, opportunities 
to interact directly with nature can be scarce to most Brooklyn residents. The Prospect Park 
Audubon Center and its nature trails help people appreciate nature in the Park, their 
communities, and beyond. Located in close proximity to the neighborhoods of Flatbush and 
Crown Heights, the Prospect Park Audubon Center serves a population that is largely low income 
families, immigrants, and people of color. The Audubon Center is also attracting more Park 
visitors to the southeastern section of the Park, who will also visit the adjacent neighborhoods, 
fostering economic development in those areas. 

2. Describe the underlying values of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project? 

To fully realize this project, the Prospect Park Alliance had to balance accurate historic 
preservation of a landmark building with an innovative adaptive re-use for the space. The 
restoration carefully and beautifully restored the Boathouse to the original splendor of its 1905 
beaux-arts design by Helmle Huberty. This scenic terra cotta building, nestled along the Park's 
waterway, is modeled after Sansovino's Library of St. Mark, built in Venice in the 16'h Century. 
The building was closed to the public in 1997 due to water damage. The Alliance carefully 
restored this building to its original beauty, while correcting design flaws to prevent further water 
damage. The development of the exhibitry for the Center took the historic preservation into 
consideration, while adding an environmental education focus to the building. Interactive 
exhibits, such as "Discover Nature" carts, "See like a Bird" activities, a human-sized bird's nest, and 
live nest cams were carefully designed to engage young visitors without detracting from the 
building's landmark design. The exhibits use a variety ofvisual, aural, tactile, and interactive 
methods to communicate effectively with children from a wide variety of cultural backgrounds, 
languages, learning styles, and ages. The building is completely accessible to people with 
disabilities. It promotes environmental preservation by giving visitors new ways to notice and 
appreciate nature. Thus the project successfully balances the values of historic preservation, 
environmental protection, and cultural diversity. 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION (CONTOD) 

3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including communitv oarticioation where aoorooriate. 
The Prospect Park Audubon Center is one of the spotlight projects of the Restoration and 
Management Plan for Prospect Park, 2001-2005. This plan was developed with extensive input from 
the Alliance's Community Committee, which comprises representatives from over 70 local 
organizations. The need for a nature center in the Park has long been a priority of the 
Community Committee. Simultaneously, the National Audubon Society was creating its "2020 
Vision" plan co open 1,000 new Audubon Centers in urban areas by 2020. The Alliance formed a , 
formal partnership with Audubon New York to have joint oversight of the new Center and its ' 
program, which meet Audubon's program standards and the Alliance's mission to preserve the 
Park. Audubon and the Alliance have shared the work of fundraising for the Center's startup 
costs, and developed a plan to keep the Center funded in perpetuity. The Alliance and Audubon 
also developed a partnership with Community School District 17 to develop programs at the 
Center chat support science and reading standards, and are engaging for Brooklyn's diverse 
student body. The Brooklyn Bird Club, a Community Committee member, helps plan public 
prooramming for the Center. Over 50 volunteers and 10 teen interns help staff the Center. 
4. a'escrioe tne tmancmg ot the project. Please include all funding sour ces and square foot costs where applicable. 

The $18 million campaign for the Prospect Park Audubon Center, Nature Trails, and Natural 
Areas has been funded by a broad coalition of public and private sources. Public agencies include 
the New York City Council, New York City Mayor's office, New York State Legislature, New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation, New York State Clean Water/Clean Air Bond 
Act, and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Private funding sources 
include donations from the Alliance's Board, individual donors, the Independence Community 
Foundation, KeySpan, Con Edison, the New York Times Foundation, the Kresge Foundation, 
Starr Foundation, Booth Ferris Foundation, New York Community Trust, Horace W. Goldsmith 
Foundation, Andrew Mellon Foundation, Wallace-Readers Digest Funds, Louis Calder 
Foundation, Kristian Birkrem Trust, Frederick & Sandra Rose Foundation, J.M. Kaplan Fund, 
Prospect Hill Foundation, Anne S. Richardson Fund, the Commonwealth Fund, Lily Auchincloss 
Foundation, Norcross Wildlife Foundation, and the Michael Tuch Foundation. The National 
Audubon Society has committed to raise an additional $10 million endowment, so that the Center 
will be nearly self-sustaining, with endowment income and program and rental fees underwriting 
its operating costs. 

5. Is the projt!Cl unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? Is the model adaptable to other urban settings? 

The project is unique in New York City. It addresses the need for urban residents, particularly 
urban children, to have opportunities to interact directly with nature. These experiences are often 
scarce for residents of densely populated urban areas. Audubon and the Alliance believe that 
direct experience with nature at an early age helps children make sense of the world they live in, 
and leads to a greater commitment to environmental protection lacer in life. The Prospect Park 
Audubon Center is being developed as a model for 1,000 other urban Audubon Centers across 
the country that are scheduled co open by 2020. Last month, a group of exhibit designers from 
Audubon came to the Prospect Park Audubon Center to see our exhibits and use chem as models 
for other centers. The Center's school programs, family activities, and guided nature trails also 
serve as models chat can easily be adapted co other cities. The Center also brings new amenities 
and visitors to the south-eastern side of the Park, bolstering emerging business districts along 
Church and Flacbush Avenues. 
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE 

'lease answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. Ifpossible, 
inswers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 

page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project 
respond to neighborhood issues. 

Name Dany Cunningham Title Chair 

Organization PPA Community Commit tee Telephone (118 )462- 8654 

Address 19 Winthrop Street Citv/State/ZIP Brooklyn, NY 11225 

Fax ( 718) 703-7210 E-mail 

The undersi 
purpose w 
application 

ants the Bruner Fou 
r, the materials s 

hed ma er· 

· · · reproduce, or make avai lable fo r reproduction or use by others, for any 
nts that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
d permissions. 

ome involved in this project? What role did you play? 

The Community Committee (COM COM), a coalition of over 70 diverse community 
organization's, has for six years been a partner with the Prospect Park All iance. The 
Community Committee brings to the fore the voice of the Park's 7 million users on 
programming, priority setting and operational issues. In 1998, the Community 
Committee was actively involved in the year-long development of Prospect Park Alliance's 
Five Year Restoration and Management Plan for the Park and a recurring theme had been 
the need for an environmental center. The Community Committee voted for the 
development o f an environmental center as a top priority for the park and the community. 

2. From the community©point o f view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

That the center should act as a major educational resource for Brooklyn and New York 
C ity. 
That it should serve as a visitor center. 
That fami ly and senior programming should also be a priority and universal access 
assured. Of great concern was the public's perception of accessibility. 
That the center have a strong connectio n to and be a resource for local schools. 
Also, che Brooklyn Bird C lub (a COM COM member) needed assurance that their 
work and activities could continue alo ng with the programs of the established center. 
The Community Committee feels chat these issues were add ressed in the development 
of the Prospect Park Audubon Center. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 

The vision for an environmental center was so universal that from the community's 
viewpoint any compromises or rradeoffs were very minor. 



COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE(CONTOD) 
4. Has this project made the community a better place to live or work? If 50, how? 

The Prospect Park Audubon Center has clearly begun to make a difference in the lives of 
Brooklyn residents. The Center has lifted Brooklyn's profile as a borough with unique 
resources. It is another checkmark on the list of quality of life indicators for potential and 
current residents. The Center has also brought new visitors to the park, many from 
outside of Brooklyn, as well as some who had not visited in years. It has also created and 
increased awareness and appreciation of the park and the urban environment as a fragile 
but valuable environmental resource. The center offers exciting opportunities for families, 
students and educators a place to see science come alive as well as have fun. The 
development of the Center fueled the restoration of the nearby natural areas and nature 
trails, making the park even more attractive to its visitors. 

During the 1970's to mid 1980's, Prospect Park was synonymous with crime, vandalism 
and graffitti. The revitalization of the Park included creating programming, restoring 
buildings and landscapes and an ongoing commitment to community involvement by the 
Prospect Park Alliance. This has led to the neighborhoods surrounding the park to be 
viewed as some of the most desirable living areas in the City. The creation of the Audubon 
Center is a major milestone in this trend. As someone who grew up around the Park, I am 
heartened and appreciative ofthe steps made by the Prospect Park Alliance to return the 
park to its purpose as a place for diverse social activity. Prospect Park represents democracy 
in the truest sense - a place for all people. 

5. Would you change anything about this project or the development process you went through? 

The development process was part of a year lono activity that was based • 
0· Th A][· . On commumty

mput: . e iance provided feedback on all suggestions including cost. The member 
orgarnzanons of the Community Committee felt totally involved · th m e process. 
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PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE 
Pl..ue answer questions in space provided. Applicants ~hould feel fre'1 to use photocopies of 1he ipplitation forms if needed. If possible. 
answers to all questions should be typtd or written directly on the form~. If the forms are not used and answers are lyf"'d 011 a separ.1te 
~ge, each answer must be prece~d by the que!;tion to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the Jre.i 
providi!!d on the ori9inal form. 

This sheec is robe filled out by ,1alf 1epresentatfve(s) of public agency(ies) who were directly involved in the financing, design review, or 
public app1ovals thot .iffected this projecL 

Name Adrian Benepe rn1, Commissiot'ler 

OTganiwion City of New York, Parks & Recreatiortetephone (212 ) 360- 1305 
Add!'eSs 830 St.h Ave ., The Arsenal, Central Parltitv/Srate/ZIP New Yor k, NY 10021 

Fax ( 212 ) 360-1345 E-m~if commiMioner ~parks. nyc . gov 
The under5igned gr.Jr'lts the Sruner Found11tion permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materi~I$ $Ubmitted. The applicant warranu that the applitJr'lt has full pO\l.•er c1nd authority to submit the 
appli~tion and all attach materials and to g,ant ttle$e rights and permissions. 

Si natu 

1. What role did your agency pl•y ir'I the (levelopment of this pr0jcct1 Describe any reqt,1irements made of this projecl by your agency 
(e.g., zoning, public participation, public b!!nefits, im~ct statl!ments). 

The New York City Departmenr of Parks and Recreatio~d the Prospect Park Alliance's -
Restoration and Manaicment Pl.an fO'f Prospect Park, 2001-2005, which included plans for restoring the 
Boathouse and creating an environmental education center there. The Parks Depamnent 
reviewed and approved all design plans, including the Boathouse interior and e-xterior designs, che 
Boathouse do~ the narure trails, and the restoration of l'Latural areas in the Binnenwater and 
Lullwater. The Parks Department has been highly supportive of the Alliance's unique pannersh ip 

I 

I with the National Audubo~ Society which has led in the development of the building's adaptive 
·, re-use, and we continue to oversee the maintenance of the building . .As an employee of the City as 
l well as the A.Hi.ance, Tupper Thoma:s ha, dtvo~d m!l.ny hours of leadership and fundraisi~ for 
I rhis irnporrant project fot our city. Finally. l personally atten~d the ribbon cutting event for the
I 

Prospect Park Audubon Center last April, and was pleased at the wide attendance at thi~ historicI 
I ~nt for Broolclyn. 
I 

2. How was this project int~r'lded to benefi t your ciry? What uade-offs a,nd e_ompromises were requir~d to implemenl ,he proje<;t? HowI 
liid your agency p:mlcipate In making them!I 

I 
I The h o3pcct Park Audubon Center ben.~tA New Yorlc: Ciry in numerous ways. The project 
I restored a New York City Landmark building to its original be:mry, and its adaprive re-use providesI 

new opportunities for our school children to learn about natv"'e ~nd the environment. Educating I 

I the public about rhe environment not only improves their cnjoytnenc of OU( city's parks, but also 
I encourages them to become better $tewards of their parks and of the environment in general. This 
I is particularly important in times of economic uncertainty in the City, when we must increasingly 
I rely on our public/private pannerships to help maintain our public spaces. The re•insratemenr of 
I 

programming and concessions in this scenic building makes the Park more enticing to visitors andI 
I shows that the City values ks public. The only trade-offs that were made by che Cicy were in 
I funding this project instead of other worthy projects1 but the City Council and the Parks 
\ Depa.rcmem·have all been supportive of the Prospect Park Audubon Center since its inception. 

We a1,'e very pleased thar the new exhibitry and programming at the Boathouse do not detract: in 
any way from the hi$~oric inregriry of chis Landmark building. 



-----------------

----

Dec 21 2001 20:14 P.03 

PUBLIC AGENCY PERSPECTIVE,coN1coi 
3,. Dc!:cribe rhe proJectO impact on your <:offlmi.rnity. Please be :1.~ s:p~ific JS pos..-.iblC!. 

This project has a tremendous impact on the community of Park visitots, The re-opening of this 
historic huilding, iri; exciting new programs and exhibits, and the availability of co?ces$ions and 
comfort stations enhance the experience of our Park.goers. The Audubon Ce,:,rer s environmental 
education focus helps to creare a community of park visitors that is better educated, more engaged, 
and former committed to protecting the City's park system. Fuwiermote, its location in the 
Park's southeastern section encourages more interaction between residents from the adjacent 
neighborhoods and those from the more affluent neighborhoods bordering the other side of the 
Park. It sends a message that the City is committed to m&intainil'lg and programming in all of 
Prospect Park. not jvst the section that borders on wealthy neighborhoods. 

4. Oid this project rnsult in m:.'W model::i of public/prlv;1t1:: partrv:r;-hips1 At'~ there 3.sp~c1s of this prajec:t tha:1 would be immuOfc ro 
:.,;g~,h~ies like yours. in other citiesr 

The parrnership between the City ofNew York's Department of Parks and Recreation and the 
Ptospect Park Alliance has been a model public/private partnership si~ the Alliance was 
founded. Other cities and park systems have looked to the exemplary work of the Prospect Park 
Alliance in creating public/private partnerships to protecr urban packs. The unique partnerships 
with the National Audubon Society and Community School Dffitrict 17 that developed the 
educational contenc for the building are already being used as models for other cities to learn 
irom. The Alliance's commian•n~ to b\lilding partnerships at all levels co create well~dvised. 
quality programs and reach a broad constituency is a shining example of the possibiliry of 
public/privare parrnerships. 

S. What do you consider to be the 11,ost .:md l~•nt ~u<:ci;mful aspei:l~ of this: proji!!tt? 

~-r-:-----:---~-- -
I consider the mosr successful aspect of this project to be the solid integration of the l;luilding's 
accurarc historic.restoration with tb.e successful adaptive re-use of the building. The educational 
exhibits and addition of a cafe, visitor's center, and gift shop enhance the integrity of this 
Landmark building. In fact, these aspects improve visitors' experience ofd~ Boathouse in many 
significa.nrways. The project has really re-invigorared this entire section ofBrooklyn's flagship 
park. Perhaps the lea$t successful aspect of the project was that it was not possible to expand the 
buildin(? to provide an even larger space for visiting school children to learn about nature and the 
environment, due to its landmark srarus. The Alliance was able to solve this problem by 
constructing aseries of nature trails, fe;i.turing rustic shelters char serve as outdoor classrooms to 
create a complete hands-on environmental education experience. I feel that i;he Alliance did a 
remarkihle job in balancing the need for historic preservation, educational programming, and 
public services in developing the Prospect PMk. Audubon Center. This historic undertaking is 
certainly worthy of prestigious awards such ru; the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. 
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I 
.I 
I DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVEI 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate

I page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
I provided on the original form. 
I This sheet is to be filled out by the person who took primary responsibility for project financing or is a representative of the group which 
I did. 

.I Name Tupper Thomas Title President 
I Prospect Park Alliance Telephone (718 ) 965- 8951Organization I 
I Address 95 Prospect Park West City/State/ZIP Brookl yn , NY 11215 
I 

E-mail tupper . thomas@parks . nyc. govI 
I The undersigned o,_,...,...=e Bruner Foundatio mission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 

purpose wh oever, the materials submitt . The plicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the I 
applicat' n and II attached materials and o gr nt hese rights and permissions. I 

.I Si nature 4,,/'? 

I 
1. What role did you r o rgan ization play in the development of this project? Describe the scope of involvement. I 

The Prospect . r Alliance has been the lead partner in the restoration of the Boathouse and itsI 
I re-adaptation as an Audubon Center since the project's inception. Alliance staff oversaw the 
I design and consrruction of the Boathouse restoration, as well as the nature trails and surrounding
I natural areas, working closely with Park operations and Alliance program staff. We partnered with 
I 

Audubon to develop programs and exhibits for the Center. The Alliance has served as the fiscal I ., agent for the entire project as well, and has been responsible for hiring staff for the Audubon 
Center. We have conducted an extensive fundraising campaign for this project as a pare of our 
larger campaign to support the Restoration and Management Plan for Prospect Park, 2001-2005. This 
comprehensive plan was developed with extensive input from our Community Committee. 

I 2. What trade-offs or compromises were required during the development of the project? 
I 
I This project had to find a balance between the accurate historical restoration of a landmark
I 

building with the programmatic goals of its new environmental education focus. I am pleased thatI 
our team of exhibit designers have been able to create tasteful and informative exhibits for the I 

I space that do not detract from the building's historic design. We also had the challenge of 
I adapting the National Audubon Society's educational curriculum to make it appealing and 
I appropriate for a culturally diverse, urban audience. Exhibits were carefully designed rouse a 
I variety of visual, auditory, tactile and interactive components to communicate with vi ·irors ofI 

d iverse ages, cultu res and learning styles.I 
I 
I 3. How was the project financed? What, if any, innovative means of financing were used? 

I 
The Campaign for the Prospect Park Audubon Center, Nature Trails and Natural Areas has been I 
funded by a broad coalition of public and private supporters. The grou ping of these threeI 

I components of the project, along with program and operating costs of the Center over five years, 
I has proven to be an effective fundraising strategy, earning us a prestigious challenge grant from the 
I Kresge Foundation. le also brought in considerable support from our Board of Directors, major 
I 

donors, foundations, corporations, and government agencies. In planning the project, we workedI 
with Audubon to develop an in novative strategy for keeping the Center fu nded in perpetuity I 
through endowment income and program and rental fees. 



DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE (CONTOD) 

4. How did the economic impacts of this project on the community compare with or differ from other projects you have been 
involved in? 
This project has been part of a concerted effort on the part of the Alliance to create a major 
destination for Park visitors and tourists around the eastern section of the Park. The Audubon 
Center is in close proximity to the "Children's Corner" of the Park, which also houses the zoo, 
carousel, and Lefferts Homestead Children's Historic House Museum. Increasing visitorship to 
this side of the Park is a priority for the Alliance, as it stimulates the growing economies in some of 
the more underserved neighborhoods bordering this side of the Park. The Audubon Center also 
builds on the success of our I996-2000 Woodlands Campaign, which successfully raised $11 
million to save Brooklyn's last forest, and developed community involvement programs to support 
the Park's environmental restoration. The Prospect Park Audubon Center campaign extends this 
restoration work to 21 additional acres, creates interpretive narure trails to improve public access 
to these areas, and creates a permanent home for environmental education programs in Prospect 
Park. A well-informed and engaged public is necessary to sustain the Park's restoration in the 
future. 

5. What about this project wou[d be instructive to other developers? 

This project is already being used as a model for 1,000 other urban Audubon Centers op_ening in 
cities across the country in the next 20 years. Other developers can also learn lessons from this 
project abour historic building restoration and adaptive re-use. The Alliance gives upwards of 20 
tours per year to other parks organizations and students interested in the environmental 
restoration work we have done, as well as our exemplary restoration architecture and landscape 
architecture. The Alliance's successful public/private partnership model is seen by other 
organizations as an innovative strategy to blend public and private funding to restore and preserve 
a treasured public space. The Alliance's model also creates a high level of public accountability 
through our Community Committee, and through the Alliance's ongoing commitment to 
sustaining all improvements in the Park for future generations. 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

I _see the most successful aspect of this project is its impact on Brooklyn's school children and Park 
v1s1tors. Resi~ents of some ~f Brooklyn's most densely populated neighborhoods now have a place 
to come e~penence nature first hand, and learn to appreciate and protect the delicate natural 
resourc~s m Prospect Park and berond. The_re-opening of this beautiful landmark building was a 
great milestone for the Park, and its new environmental education focus fosters a greater sense of 
Park st~wardship, which is vital to sustaining all of the improvements the Prospect Park Alliance 
ma:e.s ~n th~ Park. Our gre~test challenge has been raising enough money to keep ~ high level of 
on,,om,, mam_tenance and.~1g~-level programming at the Center for years to come, particularly 
when faced with a fiscal cns1s m New York City. The Alliance and Audubon are confident that 
our careful planning will prevent the Boathouse from falling into deterioration again. 
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Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

I 
I 

This sheet is to be filled out by a professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, legal, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other professionals if desired. 

I 
I Name Carol May Title 

I Organization May & Watkins Design, LLC Telephone ( 718 )522-4786 
I 1120140 Hoyt Street Citv/State/ZIP Brooklyn' NYAddressI 
I Fax (718 )522-4786 E-mail rnaywatkins@earthlink.net· 
I The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
I purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 

application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. I 
I Si nature 
I 
I 1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 

I 

2. From your perspective, how was the project intended to benefit the urban environment? 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 3. Describe the project©impact on its community. Please be as specific as possible. 

I 
I 
I 

mailto:rnaywatkins@earthlink.net


PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE (CONTOD) 

4. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your or ganization participate in 
making them? 

5. How might this project be instructive to others in your profession? 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 



FROM Ma!,Watkins PHONE NO. 7188520808 Dec. 11 2002 08:14PM Pl 

MAY& 
WATKINS DESIGN, LLC 40 Hoyt Streot, Brooklyn. NY 11201 tel/fox 718 522-4786 mcywalkins@9Qrlhlink.nM 

December 10, 2002 

Atten; Amamla Eisen 
fax: 9658'if72 
Cover page and two additional pages 

Dear Ms. Eisen, 

I am sending two )?ages of answers. If you need any additional information, please feel free 
to call us at our studio. The number is 718 522 4786. 

We are delighted about this possible award. Thank you so much. 

Sincerely ygurs, 

Carol 

mailto:mcywalkins@9Qrlhlink.nM


FROM: Ma~-WatkinS PHONE NO. 7188520808 D€c. 11 2002 08:14PM P2 

MAv• 
WATKINS DESIGN, LLC 40 Hoyt St1e~i, Brooklyn, NY 11201 tel/fox 718 522-'1786 rooywatklns@ecrthlink.net 

Name: May & Watkins Design, U.C 
Principals: Carol May and Tim Watkins 
Address: 40 Hoyt Street 

Bro<;lk!yn, NY 11201 
Tel/Fax: 718 522--478() 
email: maywatkins@eartblil)k.net 

J. BQ}e in ppye!qpment of Pmject 
May &W:illcins were part of the concept and content development team for the entire 
exhibit space. This includes the exhibits, the furniture for both the office area and the visitor's 
area, and the tables in the concession area. We designed and fabricated all the visual elements 
in these areas with the exceptjon of the computer based exhibits. 

2How was the project intended to benefit the urban envjropntent? 
The purpose of the exhibits and public pro3taros is to teach urbm children about nature, 
the environment of Prospect Park and birds. 

3,Pesccibe the impact. on the communit!. 
The exhibits are designed to be fun, educational and accessible to a wide variety of ages 
and cultural groups. Some of the interactives, like the big nest and the climb-on chipmunk, 
ate intended for very small children. Others, like the Jive camfeed, or the spotting scopes 
are aimed at aii older, more sophisticated audience. In conjunction with the edue11tional 
programming, the exhibits at the Audubon Center are reaching communities on both side 
of the park. 

4, Trade-offs, and compromises. 
The Prospect Park Audubon Center at the Boathouse is a landmarked, multi-use facility. 
This dual stal\ls posi;,d cha!li;,nges; All the exhibits had to be mobile, nothing couid be 
attached to the walls, and exhibits in the interior gpaee nee.tied to contain lighting components. 

i How mi~t this project he instructive to others in :vow: profession? 
We believe that we have created structures which marry art with educational, interactive 
exhibits. For example, bird mobiles that hang in the atrium ceiling, are sculptures and 
lllso a shape identific.ation exhibit. The steel luves which house two of the interactive 
monitors are also sculptures. The concession tables are tondo collages of natural objects. 
The murals are ~versible and change in the fall and spring. This creates two different 
color fields that change the feeling of the interior space. The nest is more literal depiction 
of an actual oriole's nest, but through the wie of color and sensate materials, we have created 
an inviting environment. 

mailto:rooywatklns@ecrthlink.net


FROM May-Watkins PHONE ND. 7188520808 Dec. 11 2002 08:15PM P3 

6. What do vol\ consider to he the most wd leyst succesd'uJ MP-"ctS of this project? 
The most successful a:reas are o,:i the main floor. We believe that the nest/mural area works very 
well for the intended audience, lllld it looJcs beautiful in the space. The visitor's desk and con• 
cession tables also work well both as visual elements and functionaHumiture. 

The least successfol area is upstairs. Originally, this space was allocated for use as a theatre, 
and 11ddilional exhibit and research areas. Because of lack of space, half the space is currently 
used as offices. 
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I - se...e. a.-+ta..cke_clPROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE·1 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separatei page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 

I provided on the original form. 

I This sheet is to be filled out by a professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, legal, or other ser
I vices. Copies may be given to other professionals if desired. 

I 
Name TitleI 

·1 Organization Telephone 
I 

Address Ci /State/ZIPI 
I Fax E-mail 
I The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
I purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 

application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.I 
I Si nature 

I 
I 1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 2. From your perspective, how was the project intended to benefit the urban environment? 
I 
I 

.I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.I 
I 
I 3. Describe the project® impact on its community. Please be as specific as possible. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE (CONTOD) 

4. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your or ganization participate in 
making them? 

5. How might this project be instructive to others in your profession? 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 



Professional Consultant Perspective 

Name: Ricardo Viera Title: Associate Director 
Organization: Building Conservation Associates, Inc. Phone: 212-777-1300 
Address: 158 West 27 th Street City/State/Zip: NYC 10001 
Fax: 212-777-1606 Email: rviera@bcausa.com 

Signature: n°~h~ ,.........,.. 

I. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 

Building Conservation Associates, Inc (BCA) was the restoration consultant for the exterior 
and interior of the boathouse. As consultant to the project, BCA was hired to perform a 
conditions assessment, materials analysis and develop treatment recommendations for the 
restoration of the building. Every terra cotta unit was visually inspected and sounded to 
determine their condition and integrity of their bond to the substrate. Conditions were 
recorded on elevation drawings provided by the Prospect Park Alliance. Probes were 
performed to learn more about the terra cotta units, and to assess the conditions of structural 
steel members. The materials extant on the building that were part of our scope ofwork 
included: terra cotta, granite, mortar, Guastavino Tile vaults, cast stone pavers, brick and 
plaster. A prominent concern ofour study was to determine why the 1975 terracotta 
replacement units appeared to be deteriorating at an accelerated rate. The terra cotta and 
mortar were analyzed to characterize the materials with respect to overall composition, 
absorption and glaze adhesion. 

2. From your perspective, how was the project intended to benefit the urban environment? 

The project has contributed and furthered the vision created by the Park's original designers, 
Fredrick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, by maintaining an open and natural setting within 
the confines of a congested urban setting and preserving a landmark architectural space from 
which one can view and celebrate this natural setting. 

3. Describes the projects impact on its community. 

We believe that the project has been a resounding success in achieving a positive impact on 
New York City. The restoration carefully restored the Boathouse to its original Beaux-Arts 
splendor as designed by the prominent architects Helmle and Huberty. The careful restoration 
of the appearance of the building, the fact that the new occupants are the Audubon Society, 
and Prospect Park's unique setting is a tremendous amenity to New York City. The project 
contributes in a didactic way to the awareness and the value of preserving historic structures 
and the natural environment 

mailto:rviera@bcausa.com


4. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? 
How did your organization participate in making them? 

As with all successful adaptive reuse projects, a compromise has to be reached with what the 
original appearance and use of the building were with what the new viable use of the 
buildings requires. BCA helped the Prospect Park Alliance further their design intent and 
helped them restore the building using the Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 
as a guide, forwarding the preservation tenets ofrepair rather than replacement ofhistoric 
fabric where possible. 

5. How might this project be instructive to others in your profession? 

Due to the restoration evolution of this building it has been and will continue to be a learning 
tool to the architectural preservation profession. The clearest instructive reminder is that a 
building slated for demolition can be successfully salvaged and reused. Also, we learned that 
the accelerated rate in which the terra cotta was observed to be deteriorated was not because 
the 1975 replacement units were inherently flawed, or the fact that the units were one-inch 
thick veneers that replaced the four inch and deeper original units. Our findings indicated that 
the source of damage to the materials of the boathouse was water infiltration. Those units 
that were unaffected by water proved to be inherently sound and of acceptable quality based 
on industry standards. Those units, which had been affected by water, exhibited accelerated 
levels of decay. It was found that this was due, in part, to the veneer design of terra cotta 
ashlar units, but only in that less thickness gave less resistance to the pressures exerted by the 
freezing and thawing of the trapped water. The damage due to freeze/thaw would have, and 
did also occurred on the full depth original units as well. However, the veneer units under the 
watertight roof of the second floor were found to be stable. For the new restoration, all means 
possible ofwater prevention such as thicker units, wall cavities (which never existed before 
on the building), weep holes and flashing were all combined to help prevent another major 
restoration project. 

6. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The most successful aspect of this project is that a building that was slated several times for 
demolition has been saved from the wrecking ball and has been successfully adaptively reused 
into a thriving, well-used structure. Also, a significant amount of the restoration budget was saved 
by the fact that a sizable amount of the existing terracotta was found to be in stable condition and 
through our analysis it was determined that it would remain in stable condition as long as the 
building is maintained. An aspect of modest success were in the investigation and construction 
phases. The only practical way to remove loose terra cotta glaze is to tap it gently with a rubber 
mallet. This is the first step in removing loose glaze. The removal of!oose glaze precedes the 
steps ofrestoring the surfaces of the terracotta. The contractor is faced with a subjective decision 
of how hard, or to what extent, he needs to tap or sound the glaze before he determines that it is in 
stable condition. Sometimes the contractor does not tap the glaze too hard because he may 
actually damage an otherwise good unit. It is this subjective procedure that may actually leave 
areas that are visually stable but physically compromised. The result is that in time, presumably 



after winter, some of these compromised areas reveal themselves in the form ofcircular glaze 
spa11s. This is a difficult phenomenon to observe, accept and explain. If the building is wel1 
maintained the amount of these spa11s should be less with time. 
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ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. f possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a design professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given.to other design professionals if desired. 

Name Ralph Carmosino, AIA Tu~ Manager of Architecture 

Organization Prospect Park Alliance Telephone ( 718) 965-7768 

Address 95 Prospect Park West City/State/ZIP Brooklyn, NY 11215 

Fax ( 718 ) 965-6595 &m~I rcarmosino@prospectpark.org 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit he 
application and all att d materials an rant these rights arrd permissions. 

Si nature 

1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc. 

There were two major design concepts. The first was a complete and faithful restoration of the 
original 1905 design, including a replacement of all mechanical/electrical systems to current building 
codes, and universal accessibility to all spaces. The building, faced in highly ornamental terracotta, 
had suffered sever water damage over the years. Since two previous restoration efforts had resulted 
in the-same deterioration, it was imperative that the current work would correct the source of this 
continual problem. Since the building is a designated NYC landmark, replacement of all historic 
materials with exactly matching materials was required, and design budgets were set to 
accommodate this. 
The second major concept was an adaptive reuse of the building to accommodate a nature center for 
the Audubon Society, a visitor center for Prospect Park, and other amenities such as cafe and boat 
rental. These had to be placed.into the building without disruption to the historic architecture. As 
part ofthis work, and true to the program's overall mission, all exhibitry, furnishings, and graphic 
panels were to be manufactured from recycled and/or renewable materials as much as possible. 

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design. 

Although not original to the Park's design, over time the Boathouse has become one of the most 
beloved and visited buildings in the Park. Returning the building to full use by the public was a key 
element of the programmatic functions. Infusing the facility with a multi-function program provides 
a location for people to learn about the Park and nature, socialize with the community, or just relax by 
the waterfront. Since the building is located well within the Park from the street perimeter, providing 
a destination point draws people further into the Park and allows them to explore and discover more 
of the Park's natural resources. 

mailto:rcarmosino@prospectpark.org


ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (CONTOD) 

3. Describe the major challenges of designing this project and any design trade-offs or compromises required to complete the project. 
The primary challenges were technical in nature. The building is clad in delicate terracotta which 
had deteriorated beyond simple repair in-place (the building was deemed unsafe and closed in 1997). 
Although there had been 2 previous restoration efforts in the building's history ( one including 
complete replacement of the fa,ade), leakage and deterioration of the terracotta was continual. The 
primary goal of this restoration was to break this cycle. Extensive research into terra cotta and the 
building's construction history (with assistance from our masonry consultant, Building Conservation 
Associates) revealed flaws in the original 1905 design not addressed in earlier repairs. In summary 
these corrections included: metal flashing at key vulnerable points of water entry; thicker, more 
structurally sound terracotta; and installing a concealed heating system in the building to prevent 
freezing of moisture ( originally intended for summer use, the building was only minimally heated). 
There are also trade-offs involved in any reuse project in terms of space allocation; in our case, 
because the building was ·originally intended as a "summer pavilion," interior spaces are open, large 
and architecturally dramatic. Provision of office/work space, storage and toilet facilities needed to be 
at a minimum, and are not at the desired sizes. 

4. LJescribe the way in which the project relates to its urban context. 

The entire project, including the nature trails and restored landscapes, continue to build on the 
traditions set by the Park's original designers, Olmsted &Vaux, to provide an open natural setting 
within a greater urban environment. The project brings to city life a much-needed awareness of 
environmental issues, an understanding of the care required for natural ateas, and an appreciation of 
the Park as a cultural resource within the city. 
On another more subtle level, the historically accurate restoration of the building itself provides an 
opportunity for people, and especially children, to appreciate the beauty of historic structures and to 
understand the value added to cities by saving and reusing such structures. Cities are more enriched 
when history is saved, becomes "alive" and is made accessible to the public. 

5. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the projectOs design and architecture. 

The greatest strength of this project is returning the Boathouse and its surroundings to full use by the 
public, with added amenities. In addition to the nature center and much-needed visitor center, the 
building also houses a cafe, enclosed viewing terrace on the upper floor, and the original boat-rental 
function. The installation of a concealed lift allows the entire building and surrounding site to be 
universally accessible for the first time. Since the building fronts the Lullwater, a new boat dock level 
with the adjacent paving is accessible to the public for viewing and sunbathing. The inclusion of the 
nature trails and the restored landscape ties the facility neatly into the surrounding Park. Such a 
multi-functional program is key to the success and longevity of any adaptive reuse project. 
Because the "front door" of the building faces the Lullwater, all paths leading to the building arrive at 
the rear fa,ade. Door openings which were closed on this fa,ade were re-opened with this 
restoration, however the main entry point is still at the rear of the building. Although this layout is 
inherent in the original design and could not be changed, it remains a weak point in the architecture 
of the building. 
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ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. f possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and lhe length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a design professional Who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, or other ser-
vices. Copies may be given to other design professionals if desired. _ 

Name Christian Zimmerman Title Director, Design 

Organization Prospect Park Alliance Telephone (718 )965. 7767 

Address 95 Prospect Park West City/State/ZIP Brooklyn, NY 11215 

~x ( 718) 965.6595 E-mail czimrnerman@prospectpark.org 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit fie 
application anwua d m~erials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Si nature ~ 

1. Describe tHe design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc. 

The Boathouse in Prospect Park is located at a critical junction along the Park's 60-acre 
watercourse and ·in the central portion of a much larger area of concern to Prospect Park. 
Over the last 10 years we have reconstructed, both historically and ecologically the main 
natural area of the Park. The area includes the Parks only watercourse consisting of pools, 
waterfalls, fast and slow moving streams. This foundation of work has enabled us to be in a 
place where the Boathouse/Audubon Center could be a meaningful part of this Park. That 
work set the stage for both the landscape setting of the Boathouse/ Audubon Center and the 
designation of 2.5 miles of historic pathways as nature trails. The nature trails reopened to 
~~~~s~=~~~~~t~~~~~=~ 
and in and out of landscapes of newly planted native trees, shrubs, herbaceous plants as well 
as aquatic plants. 

2. O~scribe the most important social and pi~grammatic functions of the design. 

The Nature Trails provide the community with an extremely important educational 
opportunity that is not readily available in most of the New York City area. The Trails allow 
people to walk along natural areas viewing flora and fauna in their native setting. The trails 
provide educational signage that complement the educational programs at the 
Boathouse/Audubon Center. 

The Nature Trails provid·e an outdoor laboratory for the community who uses the 
Boathouse/Audubon Center. The Center is a start and end point for the trail systems, 
offering educational printed and audio trail guides that reinforce lessons learned at the 
Center. 

mailto:czimrnerman@prospectpark.org


ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (CONTOD) 

3. Describe the major challenges of designing this project and any design trade-offs or compromises required to complete the project. 

The primary challenge was blending the design intent of the original Olmsted & Vaux plan 
with meeting today's significant desire for ecological restoration and educating the public 
about the natural environment 

4. Describe the way in which the project relates to its urban context. 

The Boathouse/Audubon Center and nature trails are part of what can be described as a 
refuge and retreat from the congestion of the typical urban environment. Together the 
building and the trails create a unique space where the public can escape the congestion of 
the city and be a part of a calming environment that also provides educational opportunities. 

5. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the projectOs design and architecture. 

The landscape architectural strengths are the success of our biggest challenges ...blending 
ecological restoration with historic preservation and re-creation. At first glance these two 
types of restoration are conflicting but we have been able to create a balance between them 
by reusing historic pathways as nature trails and using native plant material where once 
exotic material was used. 

One design challenge was designing for the huge volumes of people (and poor use patterns) 
who use the Park. These natural areas are sensitive and there is high potential for abuse in 
the form of littering and visitors walking off the paths. Educational programming and 
signage denoting the paths clearly were put in place to avert these issues. 



2003 
RUDY BRUNER AWARD 

OTHER 
PERSPECTIVE 

RUDY 
BRUNER 
AWARD 

FOR URBAN 
EXCELLENCE 



I 

I 
I 
I 

.I OTHER PERSPECTIVE -
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate

I page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 

I provided on the original form. 

I Name Title 
I 

Organization TelephoneI 
I Address Ci /State/ZIP

.I 
Fax E-mailI 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any I 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the I 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. I 
Si natureI 

I 
1. What role did you play in the development of this project? I 

I 
.1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible.I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



OTHER PERSPECTIVE (CONTOD) 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you participate in making them? 

4. What do you consider to be the the most and least successful aspects of this project? 



Dec 13 2002 18:30 P.01 

Rudy Bruner Award - Other Perspective 

Please answer questions in space provided, Applicants should feel free to use photocopies ofthe 
application forms ifneeded. Ifpossible, answeTS to all questions should be typed or written 
directly on the forms. Ifthe forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, each 
answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length ofeach answer 
should bt: limited to the area provided on the original form. · 

Name : Chuck Remington Title: Director ofEducation 
Organization: Audubon - New York 

200 Trillium Lane, Albany, NY 12203 
Phone: (518) 869-9731 Fax: (518) 869-0737 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation pennission to use, reproduce, or make available for 
reproduction or use by others, for any pU!])0Se whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant 
warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the application and all attached 
materials and ~fant thre rights and permissions. 

Signature ~ ~--.---

1. What role did you play in the development of this project? 

As Director ofEducation for Audubon New York, I was a core member o( the team that created 
the Prospect Park Audubon Center at the Boathouse. Working with Tupper Thomas and other 
staff from the Alliance, we sought out partnership with Community School District 17, hired an 
exhibit design finn, a Center Director and a Director for Education. 

Working with the Center's Director, Cheryl Bartholow, and the Center's Piw:tor for Education, 
G!eDII Phillips, and with the design firm, May and Watkins, we determined themes and 
messages, brainstormed exhibit ideas, wrote and edited text, and reviewed designs. Two of the 
exhibits feature video projects "People are Animals too" and "Cardinals Eye View" that I 
produced for the Center. 

As the exhibits progressed, I also worked with Center's Director for Education to review 
program plans, hire and train staff, and deliver programs with the Community School District 17. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as 
possible. · 

The Prospect Park Audubon Center has had two major impacts on Audubon, it has set the bar 
higher for exhibits at centers across the country, and it has expanded Audubon's reach into 
previously underserved communities. The exhibits, unlike exhibits at other centers, focus on the 
process of observing and appreciating our environment, rather than on the facts and statistics of 
that environment. This is a radically different approach to e:xhibits, which will challenge centen; 
across the country. maddition, Prospect );>ark Audubon Center proves that urban areas can be 
successful locations for Audubon Centers by its very existence. 
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3. What trade-offs and compromises were req11ired <;!wing the i;J.evelopment of the project? Did 
y0u participate in making them? 

Balancing the needs of both partners, compromises between scientific precision and public 
~cessil;,ility, trade-offs between costs and benefits of exhibits, were routine factors ofthis 
project. Decisions about the exhibits and interpretation were made with the entire core team. 
Often this was a vibrant proGe$S 1JJ; we sorted out strongly held opinions about how to best reach 
ow: audiences. For example, one exhibit that we all loved, "Changing Green Space" which would 
have documented change over time, proved too expensive for the message it could deliver. 
Writing the inteipretation turned out to also be a constant process ofcompromises as we settled 
on a tone, adjusted text for readability, and sorted-out scientific inaccuracies, 

4. V'lhat do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The most successful aspect of this project was the way the strengths ofthe two institutions 
CQrnplemented each other. Audubon New York, brought decades of experience in environmental 
and science education to the tab!~ whik the Prospect Park Alliance brought a demonstrated 
commitment to community involvement. Together these strengths have Greated a unique and 
powerful tool to promote environmental stewardship in Prospect Park and beyond. 

The most significant challenge that remains for the partnersWp is negotiating development and 
fundraising when two institutions l,1/;e working separately on the same project. It has required 
close communication between the development offices ofboth partners, and even then · 
differences have been difficult to resolve. 
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Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 

I provided on the original form. 

I Name Title 
I 

Organization Telephone ( 

·[ 
Address Cit /State/ZIP

I 
I Fax E-mail 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for any I 
purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the I 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions.I 
Si natureI 
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2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible.I 
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE (CONTQD) 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you participate in making them? 

4. What do you consider to be the the most and least successful aspects of this project? 



FJldy Bnm.~r ,A.ward- Other Perspeclive 

Please 3IJSWc:r questions in space provided. Applicants $hould R:el ire~ to uae photocopieS 
oflh11 :i.pplication forms if~ceded. 1£possible, unswers to all qut$1io11s should be typ~ or 
wtittm cliri:Ctly 011- the forms. If the fonn$ are not u!ff!d and answm are typed on a 
sepmte page, each answer mu$! bepreceded by the question to Wl:\iq:h, it !'!!$ponds, and 
the length ofeach an§Wer shOuld be limited to me area provided on the ol'igjnal fonn. 

Name : Dr, Evelyn Castro Title: Superintendent 
Organization: COMMUNl'I'Y SCHOOL DISTRICT 17 

19 Diey" PIM-9 :!Jrookll'U, NY, 11126 
Phone: 718-826-7800 Fax: 11S-826-7955 

The undenisned grants the BIUI!er Foundation permi!Sion to use, reproduce, or make available 
fOI xeprocluction or use by others, for any pUipOse whatsoever, the materials submitted. The 
applicant warrant mat th~ appliean haS pcwer lllld authority to submit the applioalioll aw;! 
all lltladied · I& an _groit e 'ghts an pc)ffllissions. · 

Signatare-----4~~1L/Ji14/4./.,4.~U~l.!;J..;:./W___:_:.__ 

in the devel~!ll.ent ofthis projeal? 

As superintendent of the school cfutric;l neate6t to the Pros,~ i?lll'k Audubon Cmter I 
have been a patt of this !)l'Qject since it's veey inception. In meeting:; with Tupper 'Thomaa 
and Cb.uok ReminNon, before the projei.1 b~gan, I provided suidance that helped shape: 
tlte project so lh~ it could better Ill.CCI the 17.~ of the underserved comm.utlitieB 
represented in my district. Teschas and ffl!deffls from the di~ct have served as advisors 
aIJd panicipared in prototype aoti..,"ities. A tuchc:r co~il, compose4 of a ~l8$Sl'Oom 
teacher :md a science specialirt from each school in my district alone with the District 
Scl1mce COOJ;liinator, Shdlic Cobc:n, met with project $~ff four times dnrlni the 
development ofthe exllltiits and program pliW for the Center. Follow-up medings with a 
srnall5r group of 12 tea<:hers provi~ more detailed support. Atler tile opel!ing of the 
center. classe;; from across thr, distrie1' o&rticioated in protot:ype activities in onter to 
refine the program$ ofthe center. To rutle over 60 teachers and 400 studei\18 hive 
particip.lie<l in activities through the center, which have shaped opportunities notjust for 
otha: students and teachers in this district, but for students and teachers act'Oi!S New Yon:: 
CitY, 

2. I>escn1x: the impiwt that this project has had on the your oolllli'lunity, Please~ as 
specific as possible. 

Ihe Prosp~ Pa:rk Audubon Ce:nwr !MW i;l.mnatically incre89ed oppornmidl!!i.!or sci8DCC 
lMming outside ofthe classtaoin. As tile oDly regularly available free ~ence 
pro~ing in this part ofBrooklyn,. the cOnter J)f0Vit1ea opportunities for our smdmta 



• 

and teacileD to ~ about our environrol!llt, tO use sdenti.fic tooJs, and 10 irue!aet witll 
other pe.iple who are excited by science, We hope that in the long leim, the Cmt.=-will 
w.¢It'aSe science literacy in our commtlllity byproviding II plac~ for students to have r6aJ.. 
world cxp,:iiences that support their classroom learning, 

3. What trade--offs aild compromises w~ required dming the development ofthe 
projeet'l Did you participate in making tht'm? 

The biggtlit tompromise that had to be made d~1his projoot was program pricing. 
Cm,t is iiequaitly a major deterrent fur suppl~tal pro~, and the more sbffa 
program requires, the gr~er the need for higher prices. Our District Scimce 
Coorllinetor, Sh¢lll~ Coh~, n~goiw.ted a ""mpromi" with free tetlcher--le4 ~o.ll;l'afflll, 
supported by mlltcrials and ~uipment at the center. The Center is working closely wilh 
my staffto ideutify and train teachers to use thoir mllteriab, fl!k>wing us to maxiinizc the 
use of our limited resources, 

4. "Wh,u do you collfildc:r to be the most and least suecessfw aspec1$ ofthis project? 

The imaginltiVll 1111d engaging activities creaied at the Center are by far the most 
=oosful ~t ofthis project. !he Cenrer ei,gages visitotS and a -variety ofdifferent 
level!! 812d provides a host ofopportunities to interact with real tools ll!ld to build basic 
science and litfflll!y skills. Whether visiton are creating charts ofWater-flea popwations 
Ill the Aquatic Habitats Discove. C;irt, comparing the weishfs ofCardinals, Chipmunks 
and frogs a.t the Weighing t.nd Me.aswing Discover Cart or sorting found objec~ at the 
Sortlng and Classifying Discover Cart, 1always know that the llQlivj.ties relam to the 
clll'riculum needs rny teachi:rs identified during advi30ry oommittee medinp. 
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE (CONTOD) 

3. \oVhat trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you participate in making them? 

4. What do you consider to be the the most and least successful aspects of this project? 



1. What role did you play in the development of this project? 
I am the representative for the 39th City Council district, which represents Prospect Park. 
This district has been actively involved in the planning and development of the Prospect 
Park Audubon Center since its inception. The Council's most significant contribution to 
the project was the City Council's allocation of$5.4 million in design and construction 
funds for the restoration of the Boathouse and the ......million to restore the Binnwater, the 
system ofwaterways that surround the Audubon Center. The early show of support for the 
vision of the Audubon Center by the New York City Council facilitated later pledges of 
support from other public as well as private sources. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on your community. Please be as 
specific as possible. 

The Prospect Park Audubon Center has had a very significant impact on my district and on 
the borough as a whole. It has become a recreational and educational resource for both 
adults and children in Brooklyn. There have already been over 25, 000 visitors to the 
center since it opened this past April, and a number of public and private schools from my 
district have participated in its programs for school-age children. The Center has also 
created an increased awareness and appreciation of the park and the urban environment as 
a fragile but valuable environmental resource. The development of the Center has had an 
overall positive impact on Prospect Park by adding to the restoration ofnearby natural 
areas and by making the park even more attractive to its regular visitors. 

The development of the Prospect Park Audubon Center will continue to positively 
influence the.economic development of Brooklyn through raising its profile as a tourist 
destination. Visitors to the Center have come from not only Brooklyn but also from other 
parts ofNew York City and neighboring states. The Center has and will continue to 
improve the economy of the surrounding neighborhood by attracting visitors that will 
patronize local restaurants and businesses. Its existence also improves the quality oflife of 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the 
project? Did you participate in making them? The Brooklyn Delegation of the City 
Council had to chose between funding the Boathouse and other park restoration projects 
over other proposed capital projects in Brooklyn. This was, by far, the greatest 
compromise made by the City Council during difficult budget times. Restoring Prospect 
Park was and continues to be a priority for the Brooklyn Delegation because we see the 
great value in investing in the Park's restoration in order to preserve it for future 
generations of urban residents. The Council's support of the Audubon Center is seen as an 
effort to create future generations of environmentally-conscious park users who will 
continue to work to preserve our urban parks. 



3. What do you consider to be the most aud least successful aspects of this 
project? 

The most successful aspect of this project is that it has brought another excellent 
educational resource to the schoolchildren ofBrooklyn, comparable to the Brooklyn 
Children's Museum, the Brooklyn Aquarium, and the Brooklyn Museum of Art to name a 
few. I have confidence that the Prospect Park Audubon Center will continue to reach a 
diverse audience of students, and be able to continue to successfully adjust its 
programming according to the ever-changing educational needs of our young people. My 
greatest concern about the Prospect Park Audubon Center is its ability to raise the 
necessary operating funds in these very difficult fiscal times through public sources to 
meet its developmental and programming goals. This is why I highly recommend the 
Prospect Park Audubon Center for the Rudy Bruner Award because I know that the 
funding is greatly needed during these times and will put to very good use. 



Photograph Captions (photos numbered at backside) 

1. View of a portion of the building prior to restoration, 
showing deteriorated fa,ade and light poles. The 
fencing was a result of the building closure in 1997. 

2. General exterior photo of the completed building, 
terrace and dock. 

3. Interior photo of the entry floor showing information 
booth and nature center exhibitry. 

4. The public enjoying a typical warm day at the 
Boathouse. The stepped terrace faces the Lullwater. 

The Prospect Park Alliance gives permission for the 
reproduction of any of the attached photos for the 
purposes of our application for the Rudy Bruner Award 
for Urban Excellence. 
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Prospect Park, A Birder's Eye View 
Prospect Park is home to an astonishing world of birds. Every year, almost 

200 species visit the Park - from tiny Ruby-throated Hummingbirds to giant 

Great Blue Herons. This world of flight and feathers is not always easy to see. 

A hawk soaring high above the Long Meadow can easily be missed. A songbird 

perched in a tree in the Midwood is almost invisible - unless you know where 

to look. This guide has been written to give some clues to finding and 

identifying 40 different species of birds. It introduces the Park's habitats and 

gives examples of some birds that frequent them. A complete checklist of 193 

birds regularly seen in the Park (plus more than 80 rarities ) is provided along 

with a Park map in the centerfold. 

We hope this guide encourages you to take a new look at Prospect Park. 

Happy birding! 

Every year, almost 200 species visit the Park -
from tiny Ruby-throated Hummingbirds to giant 
Great Blue Herons. 

TH IS PAGE H AS BEEN SPONSORED BY 

Edith & Henry Everett 

Nature By Design 
When Prospect Park's des igners, Frederick Law 

Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, first arrived on the 

scene in the 1860s, they found a landscape of 

hills, woodlands, and pasture. To create the Park, 

they enhanced these features. They fi lled in 

sparse woodlands with trees, added a stream 

and ponds, and created a 60-acre lake. Everything 

was engineered so that the people of Brook lyn 

could "come together for the single purpose of 

enj oyment." It was not done for the benefit of 

birds or wildlife. 

Sti ll , birds like what they did with the place. By 

diversifying the landscape, the Park's designers 

inadvertently created habitats fo r a wide range 

of species. Olmsted and Vaux's "three grand 

elements" of pastoral landscape design - woods, 

water, and meadows - are now homes to fo rest, 

aquatic, and grassland birds. 

The Park As Habitat 
The N at ional Audubon Soc iety has designated 

Prospect Park as an Important Bird Area, 

describing it as "an island of forest and we tland 

habitat in a sea of nearly complete urbanization." 

The Park's 526 acres provide critical habitat for 

birds to nest in spring and summer, to rest and feed 

during migrations, and to take refuge in winter. 

The Prospect Park A ll iance's 25-year project to 

improve the Park's habitats is in fu ll sw ing, and 

bird-watchers already see results. In res tored 

ponds, water birds such as Wood Ducks now 

526 acres provide critical habitat 
for birds and people alike. 

dabble for aquatic plants. O n hillsides that 

were once eroded, fo rest birds like the Wood 

Thrush eat berries and nest. In new grass land 

habitats, meadow birds like the Savannah 

Sparrow sing. 

Prospect Park Audubon Center at the Boathouse 
In 2002, the first urban Audubon Center in the 

United States opened in Prospect Park's Boathouse 

on the shore of the Lull water. A joint project of 

the Prospect Park Alliance and Audubon New 

York, the Audubon Center was created to educate 

city residents about the amazing wildlife that ex ists 

all around them. Free to the public, the center has 

fun, interactive, and educational exhibits, wildlife 

tours, and a library of nature books. 

R11by-throated Hummingbird photo© Isidor 
Jeklin/Cornell laboratory of Ornithology; 
Great Bl11e Heron photo© Cornell 

Laboratory ofOrnitl10logy; children playing 
photo© Prospect Park Archives 

Front cover: Boatho11se photo© Johnny 

Miller; all bird /il10tos © Steve Nanz 

Back cover: Boatho11se photo© Johnny Miller 

THIS PAGE HAS BEEN SPONSORED BY 

Edith & Henry Everett 2 3 



BirdEarly Birds are most active in the morning 

when the Park is quiet. A few species, like 

ducks, are active all day. 

Look up! Some birds, like swifts and hawks, 

can be seen high in the sky. Other birds live in 

the tops of trees . 

Listen Often you' ll hear birds long before you 

see them. W ith practice, you can ident ify many 

birds by their songs or calls. 

Birdsof a Feather Take a tour of the Park with 

a bird-watching group (such as the Brooklyn 

Bird C lub or the New York City Audubon 

Society). Experienced birders can show you 

avian hotspots and share bird-watching t ips. 

Get to Know Your Birds Learn basic characteristics 

of different bird categories, such as shorebirds, 

wading birds, woodpeckers, and raptors. 

Where the BirdsAre Explore different habitats -

aquatic, woodland, and grassland - and learn 

what types of birds can be seen in each. 

Vive La Difference Male and fema le birds of the 

same species frequently come in different sizes 

and colors, juveniles have different markings 

from adu lts, and birds may change colors 

during breeding season. 

Take Note Keep a record of the date, time, 

weather, locat ions, and species you have seen. 

Submit your data to Prospect Park's Bird Log 

at the Audubon Center. 

Field guides are essential tools for bird-watchers. 

They depict different species, detai l their 

geographic ranges, and offer information about 

how birds behave. Try Roger Tory Peterson's 

Field Guide to the Birds of Eastern and Centrn! 

North America, the Golden Field Guides' Birds 

of North America, or National Audubon 

Society's The Sibley Guide to Birds and other 

field guides availab le at the Prospect Park 

Audubon Center. 

Binoculars make looking at birds easier. They 

revea l markings, colors, and other deta ils that 

are hard to see. Beginners should start with 7 x35 

binocu lars, which provide good magnification 

and a wide fie ld of vision. More experienced 

birders use higher magnifications with a 

narrower field. 

T HI S PAGE HAS BEEN SPONSORED BY 

Libby Ryan, Wi lliam B. May Real Estate 

For the purposes of this guide, 16 bird

watching areas have been designated 

in th e Park. The numbers fo llowing 

each area are keyed to th e Park map 

in th e centerfold. 

0 Long Meadow 

8 Rick's Place 

8 Midwood 

0 Rav ine 

0 A mbergi ll 

0 Pools 

0 Wildflower Meadow at the Pools 

0 Binnenwater 

Wildflower Meadow 

0 Lu llwater 

4I!) Nethermead 

Q Breeze H ill and the North Lu llwater Woods 

0 Butterfly Meadow on Lookout Hi ll 

4D Lookout H ill 

«> Peninsu la 

e Lake 

0 Lamp Post #249 

Most of these bird-watching areas 

are aquatic, forest, or open space 

habitats - but two (R ick's Place 

and Lamp Post #249) are "hotspots" 

where birds and birders congregate 

in large numbers. Following the 

description of each bird in th is 

guide is a list of areas wh ere th e 

species can be seen. 

Binoculars, Wildflower p/101os 
© Sean Sime, Housewren 

THI S PAGE H AS BEEN SPONSO RED BY 

Scott & Ellen Hand • Judy Hazen in memory of Bill Hazen 
Elaine & Henrik Krogius • Tupper W . Thomas 4 5 



Midwood 8 - The Midwood is home to some 

of the o ldest and biggest trees in the Park. 

Tulip trees and oaks tower overhead, forming a 

100-foot-high canopy. Much of the wild life 

activity takes place high up, and bird-watchers 

often look for ridges where they can peek into 

the tree tops to observe vireos, orio les, 

woodpeckers, and warblers. Park ecologists are 

working to enhance these areas by removing 

The Midwood is home to some 
of the oldest and largest trees 
in the Park. 

Prospect Park is home to Brooklyn's only forest. Despite the serious 

impact of people on the land, these woodlands h ave always been an 

important home for wildlife. The sound of woodpeckers "tap-tap-tapping" 

on the trees has continued unabated and the songs of warblers and wood 

thrushes are heard every spring. More than 100 bird species have been 

observed in the woods, and as Park ecologists work to improve the forest 

habitat new avian visitors are documented every year. 

Forest Areas 

lookout Hill G) - Located between the Lake G) 
and Nethermead 4I!) , Lookout Hill is the 

highest spot in Prospect Park (at 185 fee t) . As 

the Park's southernmost hill, it is the first place 

that migra ting birds stop when they arrive in 

the Park in spring and the last place they 

depart from in the fa ll. Its slopes are a good 

place to see migrants such as Rose-breasted 

Grosbeaks, Eastern Towhees, Blue-headed 

Vireos, and more than 35 species of warblers. 

Peninsula (D - Jutting out in to the Lake G), 
the wooded tip of the Peninsula offers a secluded 

habitat for migrating warblers, hawks and 

falcons, and nest ing songb irds. Some birds 

known to nest on the Peninsula are Baltimore 

O rio les, Eastern Kingbirds, Common Grackles, 

and Warbling Vireos. 

invas ive plants and planting native tree 

sap lings, such as oaks, tulips, and sweet gums. 

Ravine O - This stream-cut woodland is the 

Park 's healthies t sect ion of forest. Dominated 

by oak trees that shade the flowing waters of 

the A mbergill 9 , the Ravine has been lushly 

plan ted with native shrubs, such as elderberry 

and dogwood, which provide food and cover 

for wildlife. Dozens of songbird spec ies visit 

and nes t in the Ravine, and it's a great place to 

find wood thrushes in summer. A lso look for 

woodpeckers, nuthatches, vireos, and warblers. 

Breeze Hill and North Lullwater Woods 0 -
Stre tching up from the Lullwater Q , these two 

shrubby, wooded slopes are forested with black 

locust trees, maples, oaks, sweet gums, and 

evergreen conifers. These woods provide both 

food and shelter for migrat ing warblers, 

ch ickadees , woodpeckers, and nat ive sparrows. 

In winter, owls have been seen roost ing in the 

evergreens. 

T HI S PAGE HAS BEEN SPON SO RED BY 

Constance & H enry C hristensen III 
Theresa Lang & Scott St . Marie 

The Maryland Monument graces 
the slope of Lookout Hill. 

Midwoocl , Penins11/a , Ravine J)ltows 
© Sean Sime, Ho11sewren; Maryland 
Monwnent photo © Prospect Park Archives 

The Peninsula offers asecluded 
habitat within the Park. 

T HI S PAGE HA S BEEN SPON SO RED BY 
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Forest Birds 
Woodpeckers With chise l-shaped beaks, 

strong neck muscles, and extra-thick skulls, 

woodpeckers are living jackhammers. Clinging 

to the trunks of trees, they hammer on the 

wood to crea te cavities for the ir nes ts, find 

insects to ea t under the bark, noisily attract 

mates, and proclaim their territories. Four 

species of woodpeckers live and nes t in the 

Park's woodlands. 

Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) 

Scarce ly bigger than a sparrow, these black

and -white birds are the sma llest and tamest 

woodpeckers in North America - and the 

mos t common woodpecker in the Park. Males 

have sma ll red patches on backs of their heads. 

Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villosus) 

A lthough it looks almost identi ca l to the 

Downy Woodpecker, the Hairy Woodpecker 

is 50 percent larger. These birds have 5-inch

long barbed tongues that they fli ck down holes 

when probing for grubs. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes 

carnlinus) The most voca l woodpeckers in 

the Park, these birds make a loud "chuck, 

chuck, chuck" ca ll. The prominent red streak 

on the heads of both sexes makes them easy 

to recognize. 

Northern Flicker (Colaptes aurntus) The 

Park's largest woodpecker, the Northern Flicker 

nests in trees, but feeds in open areas and 

meadows, dining mostly on ants. It is the least 

powerfu l of the four and makes its nests in soft, 

rotted wood . 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Midwood 8 , 
Ravine O , Breeze Hi ll and North Lullwater 

Woods 0 ,Lookout Hi ll (9, and Peninsula 4D 

Tufted Titmouse Wood Thrush Black-capped Chickadee 

Black-capped Chickadee (Panis atricapillus) 

Identified by their black "cap" and chin , white 

cheeks, and gray wings, these small, live ly birds 

li ve in the Park year-round - but are more 

obv ious in winter when they are less shy. Often 

seen feeding upside down on low branches, 

chickadees eat insect eggs and seeds. Their call 

is sometimes described as a buzzy "chick-a

deee-deee-deee." 

WHEN: SP, SU , F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Longmeadow 

0 ,Midwood E) , Rav ine 0 ,Nethermead e , 
Breeze Hill and North Lu ll wate r Woods 0 , 
Lookout Hi ll (9 , Peninsula «) 

Tufted Titmouse (Baeoloplius bicolor) A sparrow

sized bird, the pale gray Tufted Titmouse sports a 

stylish crest. A cousin of the chickadee, it nes ts 

in tree cavities excavated and later abandoned 

by woodpeckers. Like any new tenant, the 

titmouse redecorates its home when moving in 

- lining it with bark, leaves, moss, and feathers. 

A lthough this energe tic bird breeds in the Park , 

it is seen more often in winter. 

WHEN: SP, SU , F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Midwood E) , 
Ravine 0 ,Breeze Hi ll and North Lullwater 

Woods 0 ,Lookout Hi ll (9 , and Peninsula 4D 

Downy Woodpecker Red-bellied Woodpecker Northern Flicker 

THI S PAGE II AS BEEN SPONSO RED BY 
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Wood Thrush (H )' locic/1 /a mustelina) The 

haunting song of the Wood Thrush , a liquid 

"ee-o-lay," rings th rough the canopy like 

the notes of a flute. Each spring, these 

robin-sized birds nest in the Park's woodlands, 

lay ing three to four greenish blue eggs in 

nests constructed of grass, mud, leaves, and 

bits of paper. In the fa ll they migrate to 

Centra l A merica. 

WHEN : SP, SU , F. WHERE TO SEE: Midwood E) , 
Ravine 0 ,Lookout Hi ll (9 

Down y \Voodpecker, Red-bellied \Yloodpecker, 
Tufted Titmo11se, Black-capped Chickadee 
phot0s © Steve Nanz; Northern Flicker 

phot0 © Sean Sime, Ho11sewren ; Wood 

T/m,sl, Jihoto © J. Robert \Voodward/Cornell 
Laborat0ry of Ornithology 
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Gray Catbird 

Baltimore Oriole 

Baltimore Oriole (/cterus ga lbula) W ith striking 

orange-and-black plumage and beaut iful flute

like calls, male Baltimore Orioles are a treat fo r 

the eyes and ears. O rioles hunt for ca terpillars 

and other insects high in the forest canopy. 

They breed in the Park and attach their baglike 

nes ts ( made of woven vegeta tion and bits of 

cloth and string) to tree branches, usually near 

the Park's wa tercourse. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. WHERE TO SEE: Midwood 8 , 
Ravine 0 ,Breeze Hill and North Lullwater 

Woods CD,Lookout Hill 0 ,Peninsula 4D 

Bl11e Jay, Gray Catbird, Baltimore Oriole 
photos© Steve Nanz; Northern Cardinal, 
Va lerie Heldt , Michuoocl photos 
© Sean Sime, H o Hsewren 

Prescription For AHealthy Forest 

In the early 1990s, ecologists surveyed the 

health of the 150-acre forest in Prospect 

Park - and the prognosis wasn't good. 

Trampling feet had compressed the soil so 

that few plants could grow. Erosion left tree 

roots exposed. Weeds squeezed out native 

plants that provided food for wild life. Worst 

of all , hardly any young trees grew on the 

forest floor. 

To save the forest, the Prospect Park 

Alliance initiated a major restoration. New 

topsoil was brought in and water bars were 

installed to keep the soil from eroding. 

Weeds were replaced with native plants. 

Today, species like oaks, hollies, and 

blackberries offer food and shelter to the 

scores of birds that visit and live in the 

Park. The Park's Natural Resources Crew 

works year-round to control invasive plants 

and to plant native species that attract 

wildlife to the Park. 

Northern Cardinal 

Valerie Heldt , who's been birding in the Park for ten 

years, sf,ent over a month observing nesting birds as part 

of the Breeding Bird S11rvey , a na tionwide /nogram . 

S/1 e recorded 14 nes ting species, including Red-bellied 

Wooc//iecl,ers and Black-capped C hickadees. S/1 e even 

found O rchard O rioles and Eastern Kingb ircls nesting in 

the same tree. "l ,uas fa scinated by the behavior," she 

says. "Parents going back and fo rth to the nests, bringing 

1heir chicks food. A nd when the chicks 1uere ready to 

fl edge , the /Jarents would teach them how to fl y and /amt . 

It was like watching tl1e Discovery C ha nnel - and it 

all liaf, f,ened right in the Par/<." 

Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis) 

Until the mid-1800s, this distinct ive red

feathered, red-beaked bird was seen only in 

the South . But over the years, the cardinal 

has extended its range and become common 

throughout the Northeas t. O ne of the first 

birds to sing each spring, cardinals can be 

heard throughout the Park's wood lands as 

the males and females prepare to nest . 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Midwood 8 , 
Ravine 0 ,Breeze Hill and North Lullwater 

Woods CD,Lookout Hill 0 ,Peninsula G,, 
Nethermead 41!) , Longmeadow 0 

Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata) With bright blue 

plumage, a cres t, and a raucous ca ll , the Blue 

Jay is highly territorial. Blue Jays nest in trees 

(usually about 20 fee t up) and feed on acorns 

from the Park 's numerous oak trees . 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Midwood 8 , 
Rav ine 0 ,Breeze Hill and North Lullwater 

Woods CD,Lookout Hill 0 .Peninsula 4D 

Gray Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) If you've 

ever heard the mewing of a cat emanating from 

a thicket in the Park , chances are it is a Gray 

Catbird. They mimic other birds as well, like 

their relative the Northern Mockingbird. The 

chatty catbird nes ts in the dense undergrowth 

of the Park's woodlands. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. WHERE TO SEE: Midwood 8 . 
Rav ine 0 ,Breeze Hill and North Lullwater 

Woods CD,Lookout Hill 0 ,Pen insula 4D 
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Olmsted and Vaux intended visitors to experience a sense of "enlarged 

freedom" in the Park's wide-open meadows and lawns, or "greenswards." 

While the Park's original "meadows," expanses of open sky and grassy turf, 

were not designed to serve as natural habitats, two tiny wildflower meadows 

have been created in recent years to provide critical habitat for vanishing 

grassland birds . 

Meadow Areas 
Long Meadow O - Encompassing 90 ac res and 

stretching across three-quarters of a mile, this 

undulating greensward is the longest uninterrupted 

stretch of open space in an urban park in the 

United States. A lthough it is most popular 

with human beings - ball players, dog walkers, 

and sunbathers - the Long Meadow is a lso 

utili zed by non-human species, most notably 

pigeons, sparrows, and starlings , all of which 

poke around on the ground for bread and picnic 

leftovers. A lthough these cosmopolitan birds 

dominate the scene, native birds such as robins The Long Meadow encompasses 

and crows are also common, and Red-tailed 

Hawks can frequently be seen circling above. 

90 acres and stretches across 
three-quarters of a mile . 

T HI S PAG E HAS BEEN SPONSORED BY 
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Wildflower Meadow at the Pools O - Park 

ecologis ts created this small grass land habitat 

by planting native switch grasses, little blue 

stern, and Indian grass, along with wildflowers, 

such as Black-eyed Susan, beardtongue, goldenrod, 

and milkweed . A lthough only a half-acre, this 

low-growing hab itat attracts many spec ies of 

grass land birds, including Song Sparrows, 

White-crowned Sparrows, Field Sparrows, 

Lincoln 's Sparrows , and Indigo Buntings. 

Wildflower Meadow attracts manyNethermead Cl) - Dog walkers and picnickers 
species of grassland birds. 

favor this bowl-like greensward in the center of 

the Park. It's also a popular spot for hawks and 

falcons. These birds of prey soar on a ir currents 
Long Meadow, Meadow flowers photos

from nearby hills and hunt for pigeons and © Prospect Park Archives; \Vilclflower 
squirre ls. Spec ies that prefer open areas on the Meadow plwco © Sean Sime, Ho11 sewren 

edges of woods are also seen here. Look fo r 

robins, flickers, Eastern Phoebes , flyca tchers, 

tree swallows, and even the occasional bluebird. 

Butterfly Meadow on Lookout Hill (8 - Arop 

the highes t hill in the Park, the quarter-acre 

Butterfly Meadow offers scenic views of 

Manhattan and Brooklyn. Filled with native 

grasses and wildflowers, this meadow is a good 

place to see grassland birds, such as native 

sparrows, goldfinches, and buntings . 

T HI S PAGE HAS BEEN SPONSORED BY 
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Meadow Birds 
American Robin (Turdus migrntorius) While the 

populat ions of many native birds have decl ined 

ever since the arrival of European settlers, 

A merican Rob ins have thrived. These highly 

adaptable members of the thrush family can be 

seen in parks, gardens, and backyards throughout 

the city, as well as in the most populated parts 

of Prospect Park. Ten inches in length with 

brick-red breasts, robins are ground feeders that 

prey on earthworms and insects. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Long 

Meadow 0 ,Nethermead @, Midwood 8 , 
Ravine 0 , Breeze Hill and North Lullwater 

Woods 0 ,Lookout Hill (9, Peninsula «) 

Peter Dorosh , president of the Brnoklyn Bird Club , 

has been bird-watching in Prospect Park for nearly 

three decades, and he has /iersonal/y sighted more than 

200 species, including 14 members of the span-ow 

family. Because s/iarrow species are difficult to tell 

apart, ex/Jens rely on birdsong. But Dorosh, who is 

hearing impaired, relies on keen observation. He 

makes the iden tification by closely studying each bird's 

"s hape, face pattern and behavior." 

American Crow (Corvus brac/1yr/1)'nc/10s) The 

Park's largest songbird, crows frequent open 

areas, forag ing for insects, seeds, and trash-can 

pickings. American Crows and their close 

cousins, Fish Crows, can often be seen chas ing 

or mobbing Red-tai led Hawks over the Park's 

meadows. Highly intelligent and fami ly

oriented, crow offspring will stay with their 

parents for up to six years to help them ra ise 

younger siblings. Crows nest 60 feet up in the 

canopy of the Park's wood lands. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Long 

Meadow 0 ,Ravine 0 ,Midwood 8 , 
Nethermead @, Breeze Hill and North 

Lullwater Woods 0 ,Lookout Hill (9 

Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) The most 

common of the Park's 18 nat ive sparrow 

species, Song Sparrows are the only native 

sparrows which nest here . Males trill cheerful, 

multi-part songs - even long after their 

summer mating season has ended. Although 

some head south, other Song Sparrows can be 

seen foraging for seeds on the ground in the 

dead of winter. 

WHEN: SP, SU , F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Long 

Meadow 0 , Ravine 0 ,Wildflower Meadow 

at the Pools 0 ,Nethermead @, Butterfly 

Meadow on Lookout Hill (9, Peninsula «) 

Fish Crow American Robin 

THI S PAGE HAS BEEN SPONSO RED BY 
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American Goldfinch (Carduelis o·istis) Aptly 

named, bright ye llow goldfinches often dart 

from shrub to shrub on the edges of open areas. 

In summer, goldfinches nest in the Park. While 

the female is sitting on the eggs, the male will 

bring and feed her seeds as if she were a nestl ing. 

In fa ll and winter, flocks of goldfinches more 

than 50 strong feed on the seeds of wi ld plants. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Wildflower 

Meadow at the Pools 0 ,Butterfly Meadow on 

Lookout Hill (9, Breeze Hill and North 

Lullwater Woods 0 , Peninsula «) 

Song Sparrow 

American Goldfinch 

American Robin , Song Sparrow , American 

Goldfinch, Red-tailed Hawks, Fish Crow 
photos© Steve Nan z; Peter Dorosh photo 
© Sean Sime , Ho11sewren 

Nesting Red-tailed Hawks 

Red-tailed Hawks have become a common 

sight in Prospect Park. On almost any clear 

day, they can be seen soaring over the Long 

Meadow and are sometimes spotted on 

tree branches devouring squirrels, rats, and 

pigeons. 

Recently, Red-tailed Hawks have nested in 

the Park. In late winter, pairs make dramatic 

courtship fligh ts over the meadows, 

tumbling through the air and touching 

talons. Then, they collect sticks to construct 

a nest, in the crooks of trees at least 20 feet 

above the ground. In the Park, red-tails have 

made nests in the Quaker Cemetery and 

near the Third Street Playground. 

Once the eggs are laid, the female does most 

of the incubating. Sometimes the male takes 

a turn so the female can stretch her wings. A 

month later, two to four large, downy ch icks 

hatch. The male brings kills (often squirrels) 

to the female, which she tears apart and feeds 

bit by bit to her offspring. 

Seven weeks after hatching, the ch icks 

begin their first awkward flights, which 

sometimes end in crash landings. While 

fledging, young hawks sometimes hop 

around on the ground, a sight that both 

thrills and surprises watchers. 

THI S PA G E H AS BEEN SPONSO RED BY 
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Pigeon, or Rock Dove (Columba livia) Originally, 

pigeons made their homes in rocky cliffs in 

Europe and North Africa . The first pigeons to 

arrive in this country were brought by European 

settlers. City pigeons nest on our buildings and 

bridges and feed primar ily on food scraps. 

Although most of the pigeons here have "gone 

wi ld ," New Yorkers still raise pigeons for racing, 

and trained pigeons can reach speeds of 75 m.p.h. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TD SEE: Long Meadow 0 
and other areas where people congregate. 

An intern at the Prospect Park Aud11bon Center and a 

Park Guide, Shamel King began his bird-watching 

career observing the Park 's Red-tailed Hawl,s . "I loved 

how they soared with the ,uind and lumted f,igeons and 

little rndents," he says. He was sur/irised to see the hawks 

being harassed by crows, starlings , and sf,arrows. 

"/ thought hawks were mean , but they ,uere chased 

away by little birds." 

Not all of the birds that live in Prospect Park are native to the New York 

area. In fact, the three most common birds in the Park are "exotic" species. 

Each year, 193 resident or regularly visiting 

birds are spotted in Prospect Park. But every 

now and then, an unusual bird shows up. Here 

are a few birds that have strayed into the Park 

in recent years. 

Dwls When one of these nocturnal birds 

materializes in the Park (almost always in 

winter), it causes a stir. Rare visiting owls can 

be seen during their daytime naps, sitting 

calmly in conifer trees, whi le the resident crows 

are in an uproar, cawing notes of alarm. Great 

Horned, Barred, Long-eared, Eastern Screech, 

Barn, and Northern Saw-whet owls have all 

been spotted - albeit very infrequently. 

Great Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) Famous 

for being trained in Southeast Asia to catch 

fi sh, these div ing birds are normally seen in the 

ocean on rocky offshore islands. In fa ll 2001, a 

Great Cormorant was spotted in the Lake -

the first time in 100 years that this species had 

been recorded here. The cormorant stayed for 

two weeks, dining on fi sh and a ttracting local 

bird-watchers. 

Barred Owl 

Great Cormorant 

European Starling (Stumu s vulgaris) In 1890, the 

American Acclimatization Soc iety released 40 

pa irs of European Starlings in Central Park. 

Within six years, they were well-established 

in Brooklyn, and by 1930, they had spread 

throughout the continental United States - to 

the detriment of native bird species. Highly 

aggressive, starlings nest in tree cavities and 

wi ll forcibly evict other birds. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: throughout 

Prospect Park 

House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) These 

European birds were introduced to control 

flies - unfortunately, House Sparrows prefer to 

ea t seeds and grains, and quickly became pests. 

In 1853, a large flock was released in Brooklyn's 

Green-Wood Cemetery. Before the century 

ended, these aggressive birds had begun out 

competing many native birds. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Long 

Meadow 0 ,Nethermead 0 , and other 

places peop le congregate. 

European Starling 

House Sparrow 

Special Guest 

In September 2001, David Diaz, the 

supervisor of the Natural Resources Crew, 

discovered a small bird with a long bill that 

walked like a chicken hiding behind a 

locker in the Picnic House. Diaz caught the 

bird and released it near the Pools. Diaz 

identified the mysterious guest as a Virginia 

Rail (Rallus limicola), an elusive marsh bird 

that had only been seen in the Park twice 

in the last 40 years - and had probably 

gotten temporarily lost during its southward 

migration. 

Rare BirdAlert 

To hear reports 0£ 
sighted in the mettopoli 
the Rare Bird Hotline at (212) 979-3070. 

Shamel King, E11 ro/>C1m Scar fing, House 

SJJarrow JJ10tos © Sea n Sime, Ho1tsewre11 ; 
Barred Owl, Great Corm orant photos 
© Ste<1e Nanz; Virginia Rail ph oto© 
Prospect Park Archives 
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SP SU 

LOONS 
Red-throated Loon R 
Common Loon 

GREBES 
Pied-billed Grebe* U R 

CORMORANTS 
Double-crested 
Cormorant U O 

HERONS, BITTERNS & ALLIES 
American Bittern R 
Great Blue Heron U 

_ Great Egret R O 
_ Snowy Egret R R 

Green Heron* U C 
Black-crowned 
Night Heron U U 

IBISES & SPOONBILLS 
_ Glossy Ibis 0 R 

NEW WORLD VULTURES 
_ Turkey Vulture 0 

DUCKS, GEESE & SWANS 
Snow Goose R 
Canada Goose* C C 
Brant R 
Mute Swan* C C 
Wood Duck U U 
Gadwall 0 

_ Eurasian Wigeon 
_ American Wigeon U 

American Black Duck C U 
Mallard* C C 

_ Blue-winged Teal R 
Northern Shoveler 0 

_ Green-winged Teal R 
Canvasback R 
Redhead R 

_ Ring-necked Duck 0 
_ Greater Scaup R 

Bufflehead 0 
_ Hooded Merganser 0 
_ Common Merganser R 

Red-breasted 
Merganser R 

_ Ruddy Duck C 

U 

U 

R 
U 
R 
R 
U 

U 

R 

0 

R 
C 
R 
C 
C 
0 
R 
C 
C 
C 
R 
C 
0 

w 

C 

U 

R 
U 

0 

R 
C 
R 
C 
C 
0 
R 
C 
C 
C 

C 
R 

R R 
R R 
0 U 
R R 
0 0 
0 U 
R R 

R R 
0 C 

SP SU F W 

HAWKS, KITES, 
EAGLES &ALLIES 
_ Osprey 0 R 0 
_ Bald Eagle R R 

Northern Harrier R R 
_ Sharp-shinned Hawk 0 U 0 
_ Cooper's Hawk 0 0 U 

Northern Goshawk R R R 
Red-shouldered Hawk R R R 

_ Broad-winged Hawk R 0 
Red-tailed Hawk* U U C C 

FALCONS 
American Kestrel U O U 0 
Merlin 0 R U 0 

_ Peregrine Falcon 0 0 0 0 

RAILS, GALLINULES 
& COOTS 
_ Virginia Rail R R R R 

Common Moorhen R R R 
American Coot C R C C 

LAPWINGS & PLOVERS 
Killdeer 0 I O R 

SANDPIPERS, 
PHALAROPES & ALLIES 
_ Greater Yellowlegs 0 0 R 
_ Solitary Sandpiper R O 0 
_ Spotted Sandpiper 0 U 
_ Common Snipe R R R 

American Woodcock 0 0 0 

SKUAS, GULLS, 
TERNS & SKIMMERS 
_ Laughing Gull U C U 
_ Ring-billed Gull C O C C 
_ Herring Gull C C C C 

Great Black-backed Gull C U U C 
Black Skimmer 

PIGEONS & DOVES 
Rock Dove* C C C C 

_ Mourning Dove* C C C C 

PARROTS 
Monk Parakeet R R R 

CUCKOOS 
Black-billed Cuckoo 0 R 0 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 0 R 0 

TH IS PAG E HAS BEEN SPONSO RED BY 
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GOATSUCKERS 
_ Common Nighthawk 

SWIFTS 
_ Chimney Swift 

HUMMINGBIRDS 
_ Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird 

KINGFISHERS 
_ Belted Kingfisher 

WOODPECKERS & ALLIES 
Red-headed 
Woodpecker 
Red-bellied 
Woodpecker* 
Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker 

_ Downy Woodpecker* 
_ Hairy Woodpecker* 

Northern Flicker* 

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS 
_ Olive-s ided Flycatcher 

Eastern Wood -Pewee 
Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher 

_ Acadian Flycatcher 
_ Willow Flycatcher 
_ Least Flycatcher 

Eastern Phoebe* 
Great Crested 
Flycatcher* 

_ Eastern Kingbird* 

VIREOS 
_ White-eyed Vireo* 

Yellow-throated Vireo 
Blue-headed Vireo 

_ Warbling Vireo* 
_ Philadelphia Vireo 
_ Red-eyedVireo* 

CROWS & JAYS 
_ Blue Jay* 

American Crow* 
Fish Crow 

Seasonal Occurrence: 
SP: Spring (March-May) 

1 
SU: 
F: 

Summer (June-August) 
Fall (September-November) 

p W: Winter (December-February) 

Pi 

SP SU F W 

0 U 0 
AVE. 

C C U l
V) 

:r:U R U 
1--

"' 

U O U 0 

C U C C 

u u u 
C C C C 
u u u u 
C U C 0 

R R R 
U U 0 

R R R 
R R R 
0 0 
C O 0 
C R C 

U O U 
C C C 

U O U 
0 0 
C R U 
u u u 
R R R 
C U C 

C C C C 
C C C C 
C U C U 

SP 

SWALLOWS 
_ Purple Martin R 

Tree Swallow* C 
_ No. Rough-winged 

Swallow U 
Bank Swallow 0 
Cliff Swallow R 
Barn Swallow* C 

CHICKADEES &TITMICE 
_ Black-ca pped 

Chickadee* C 
Tufted Titmouse* C 

NUTHATCHES 
Red-brea sted Nuthatch R 
White-breasted 
Nuthatch 

CREEPERS 
_ Brown Creeper 

WRENS 
Carolina Wren* u 
House Wren* U 
Winter Wren 0 
Marsh Wren 

KINGLETS 
_ Golden-crowned Kinglet U 
_ Ruby-crowned Kinglet C 

GNATCATCHERS 
_ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher C 

THRUSHES 
Eastern Bluebird 0 

_ Veery C 
_ Gray-cheeked Thrush 0 

Swainson's Thrush u 
Hermit Thrush C 
Wood Thrush* u 
American Robin* C 

MOCKINGBIRDS & 
THRASHERS 
_ Gray Catbird* 
_ Northern Mockingbird* 

Brown Thrasher* 

SU w 

R 
U U 

R 0 
R 0 

R 
C C 

U C C 
U C C 

O U 

U C 

U 0 

u u u 
U U R 

U R 

C R 
0 

R U 

0 
u 
0 
u 
U 0 
u 

C C U 

Status: 
C, Common, usually seen in proper habitat 
U: Uncommon, often present but easily overlooked 
0: Occasional, seen 1-5 times per season 
R: Rare, not seen every year 

Breeds locally 

SP SU w 
STARLINGS EMBERIZIDS 

(NEW WORLD SPARROWS) _ European Starling* C C C C 
Eastern Towhee 

_ American TreeSparrowWAXWINGS 
_ Chipping Sparrow 
_ Field Sparrow 
_ Vesper Sparrow 

_ Cedar Waxwing* C U C 0 

WOOD-WARBLERS 
_ Savannah Sparrow _ Blue-winged Warbler U U U 
_ Fox Sparrow _ Golden-winged Warbler R R 
_ Song Sparrow*Tenness ee Warbler O O 0 
_ Lincoln 's Sparrow _ Orange-crowned 

Warbler R _ Swamp Sparrow 
_ White-throated SparrowNashville Warbler U O U R 
_ White-crowned SparrowNorthern Parula C O U 
_ Dark-eyed JuncoYellow Warbler C U 0 

Chestnut-sided Warbler C U U 
_ Magnolia Warbler C U U CARDINALS & ALLIES 
_ Cape May Warbler U R 0 Northern Cardinal* 

Black-throated Rose-breasted 
Blue Warbler C U U Grosbeak 

_ Yellow-rumped Warbler C R C 0 _ Indigo Bunting 

Black-throated 
Green Warbler C O U BLACKBIRDS 
Blackburnian Warbler U O 0 Bobolink 
Yellow-throated Warbler R R _ Red-winged Blackbird* 
Pine Warbler C R U R Eastern Meadowlark 
Prairie Warbler U O 0 _ Rusty Blackbird 
Palm Warbler C R C R Common Grackle* 

_ Bay-breasted Warbler U O 0 Brown-headed Cowbird* 
_ Blackpoll Warbler U O U Orchard Oriole* 

Cerulean Warbler R R R Baltimore Oriole* 
Black-a nd -white 
Warbler C O U FRINGILLINE & CAROUELINE 
American Redstart C O U FINCHES &ALLIES 

_ Prothonotary Warbler R R R _ Purple Finch 
_ Worm-eating Warbler 0 R R House Finch* 

Ovenbird C U C R _ Common Redpoll 
Northern Waterthrush C U U Pine Siskin 
Louisiana Waterthrush 0 0 0 American Goldfinch* 

_ Kentucky Warbler R R R _ Evening Grosbeak 
Connecticut Warbler R 

_ Mourning Warbler R R R OLD WORLD SPARROWS 
Common Yellowthroat C U C _ House Sparrow* 
Hooded Warbler 0 R R 
Wilson's Warbler U O U R 
Canada Warbler C R U 
Yellow-breasted Chat 0 R R R 

TANAGERS 
_ Summer Tanager R R 
_ Scarlet Tanager C R U 
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The Park's watercourse, which flows from the Pools to Prospect Lake, 

creates a wide diversity of habitats for wildlife - including freshwater 

ponds, streams , and marshes. A long-term project to enhance these habitats 

is making the watercourse increas ingly bird-friendly. The following areas are 

visited by a growing variety of waterfowl, wading birds, and songbirds. 

The Pools C, on the edge of the Long Meadow 

0 are among the most attract ive areas in the 

Park, thanks to the work of restoration ecologists. 

After planting thousands of native aquatic 

plants, the Pools are now a thriving ecosys tem 

- and a popular spot for herons, egrets, Red

winged Blackbirds, and waterfowl. In winter 

Hooded Mergansers and Ring-necked Ducks 

ply the water. 

The Ambergill 0 - A ribbon of water through 

the Ravine 0 , the boulder-studded Ambergill The Ambergill 0 
was designed to resemble a mountain stream. 

Forest birds use it as a place to bathe, and Tree 

Swallows can be seen skimming above its 

waters, hunting their insect prey. 

The Binnenwater (!) - Flowing along the 

Nethennead e , the Binnenwater is designed 

to resemble a stream meandering through a 

grassy meadow. Its banks have been planted 

with native shrubs that provide cover for birds 

such as American Goldfinch and Northern 

Waterthrush. 

The Lullwater 0 

THI S Pi\GE HAS BEEN SPONSO RED BY 

Fiduciary Trust Company International 

The Lullwater O - Across from the Prospect 

Park A udubon Center, the Park's watercourse 

slows to a lazy crawl. The Lullwater is surrounded 

by vegetation, which provides quiet perches for 

songbirds, herons, and kingfishers. In summer, 

the Lullwate r is coated with tiny, green 

duckweed - and ducklings nibble their way 

across its waters . 

Prospect Lake (E) - With 60 ac res of water and 

generous supply of aquatic plants, invertebrates, 

and fish, Prospect Lake is a magnet for al l kinds 

of water birds. Species seen year-round include 

Mallards, Canada Geese, and Herring Gu lls. 

Some less common sights are Wood Ducks and 

Spotted Sandpipers, which both visit the Lake's 

islands. In winter, more than ten types of ducks 

can be seen, including Ruddy Duck and 

Northern Shoveler. 

Ambergill plwco © Prospect Park Archives; 
L111/warer, Lake phoros © Sean Sime, 
Ho11sewren; Boacho11se />how © Johnny Miller 

Aquatic Safari 

Docked in front of the A udubon Center, 

the electric vessel Independence carries 

passengers on a half-hour journey through 

the Park's aquatic habitat. This canopied 

cruiser silently plies the Lullwater ' and 

Prospect Lake , offering a view that is 

normally seen only by water birds. Herons, 

egrets, cormorants, and even kingfishers are 

frequently spotted on the trip. 

T HI S PAGE H AS BEEN SPONSO RED BY 
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Waterfowl 
Mallard (Anas platyrh)'nchos) These native 

ancestors of domestic ducks are the most 

common waterfowl in the Park. Known as 

dabbling ducks, they forage for food by 

skimming their bills across the water's surface, 

upending in shallows, or grazing on land. They 

nest on the ground, usually hidden among 

reeds and vegetation . Every year in late spring, 

female mallards can be seen in the Pools 0 , 
Lake 0 ,and Lull water O with as many as ten 

ducklings trailing behind them. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Ambergill 0 , 
Pools 0 ,Binnenwater 0 ,Lullwater 0 , 
Lake 0 

Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis) Large flocks of 

these tiny ducks shelter in the Park's watercourse 

during the winter months. From a distance, they 

can be identified by their long, upward-pointing 

tails and frequent underwater dives . In March, 

the male ducks' dull-brown feathers turn 

chestnut-red and their black beaks turn sky blue. 

They take their new look elsewhere in spring, 

moving north with the females to breed in more 

secluded marshes and ponds. 

WHEN: F, W, SP. WHERE TO SEE: Pools 0 , 
Lullwater 0 ,Lake 0 

Canada Goose (Branta canadensis) Unlike most 

species of birds in which the sexes i::ome in 

different sizes or colors, male and female Canada 

Geese look exactly alike. They are also among 

the most intensely pair-bonded of bird species: 

Geese truly mate for life and often do not 

replace a partner if it dies. In the Park, geese 

make nests of grass on the shoreline of the 

watercourse and rear up to eight gos lings. In fall, 

Canada Geese typically fly south, but a growing 

population lives in the Park year-round. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. W. WHERE TO SEE: Pools 0 , 
Binnenwater C!), Lullwater 0 ,Lake 0 

Mute Swan American Coot 

Mute Swan (C)'gnus 0101·) These long-necked, 

snow-white birds nest in reedy beds on the 

shoreline of the Lake 0 and Lullwater O. 
An introduced spec ies, Mute Swans are 

thought to be descendents of European birds 

that were imported to adorn wealthy New York 

estates during the early 1900s. Elegant and 

serene, these four-foot waterfowl are also 

territorial and aggress ive during nesting season . 

Not exactly mute after all , Mute Swans hiss 

threateningly at other waterfowl and people 

who get too close. In rare cases, swans club 

intruders with their powerful wings. It's best 

to keep a safe distance. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Lullwater 0 , 
Lake 0 

American Coot (Fulica americana) With slate

gray plumage, dark red eyes, and stubby white 

bills, these small waterfowl are often seen in 

the company of ducks - particularly mallards. 

But they are actua lly in the rail family and 

have lobed toes, instead of webbed feet. Coots 

are successful here because they eat all kinds of 

food, including aquatic plants, seeds, tadpoles, 

fish, and aquatic insects. Unlike more specialized 

waterfowl, they are able to exploit all parts of 

a wetland: they can dive several feet down in 

search of underwater vegetation, upend in the 

shallows, and hunt for seeds on the shoreline. 

WHEN: F, W, SP. WHERE TO SEE: Lake 0 , 
Pools 0 ,Lullwater 0Ma llard Ruddy Duck Canada Goose 

THI S PAGE HAS BEE N SPONSO RED BY 

Louise & Leonard Riggio 

Pied-Billed Grebe 

Pied-Billed Grebe (Podyilymbus pidiceps) 

A small, brown diving bird, the Pied-Billed 

Grebe is designated as a threatened species 

in New York State. Its population has been 

reduced by a var iety of causes, including 

pollution and motorboats encroaching on 

nesting areas. Every year, between 5 and 15 

Pied-Billed Grebes winter in Prospect Park, 

and pairs have begun nesting on mats of 

reeds in secluded corners of the Lake 0 . 
To protect themselves from predators, 

grebes have the ab ility, without resorting 

to diving, to sink quietly like submarines 

under the surface of the water. 

WHEN: F, W, SP. WHERE TO SEE: Pools 0 , 
Lullwater 0 ,Lake 0 

Mallard plwto © Seem Sime, H o11se,wren ; 

All ocher photos© Sceve Nan z 
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Wading Birds 
Great Egret (Ardea alba) Wi th long necks, long 

legs, and beaut iful all -white plumage, G reat 

Egrets could eas ily be mistaken fo r escapees 

from the Prospect Park Zoo. Yet, these exot ic

looking wad ing birds are complete ly wi ld -

and nat ive New Yorkers. Each spring, G reat 

Egrets nest on islands around New York Harbor. 

During the day they visit Prospec t Park to fish 

in its freshwater wetlands. They use a technique 

ca lled st ill hunting, standing immobile -

sometimes for minutes - and then rapid ly 

striking a fish with the ir dagger- like beak. 

In the early part of the 20th century, Great 

Egrets and other wading birds were nearly 

driven to ex tinct ion by hunters who collec ted 

feathers for women's hats. Thanks to conservation 

efforts, these wading birds have made a 

tremendous comeback. S ince the mid - l 980s, 

G reat Egrets have been regular visitors to 

the Park. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. WHERE TO SEE: Pools 0 , 
Lu llwater Cl), Lake 0 

Green Herons (Butorides virescens) Crow-s ized 

wading birds with blue-green backs and dark 

red chests, G reen Herons are fi shing specia lists, 

droppi ng bait in the form of seeds and twigs on 

the surface of the water to attract fish . Every 

spring, pairs of Green Herons construct nes ts 

in the crooks of branches overhanging the 

Lullwate r Cl) and incubate two to seven 

blue-green eggs. After the eggs are hatched, 

the parents care for their chicks fo r up to 

two months. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. WHERE TO SEE: Pools 0 , 
Lullwate r Cl) 

Black-crowned Night Heron 
(immature) 

Black-crowned Night Heron (N)•cticornx nycticornx) 

These two-foot-high, squat-looking waders 

often emerge at the end of the day to hunt 

a long the banks of the watercourse. In the 

waning light of dusk, their ruby-red eyes, se t 

off by the black feathers on their heads, gleam 

like tiny beacons. A lthough night herons 

primari ly feed on fish , they also prey upon the 

young of other birds, snatching them from their 

nests in the middle of the night. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. WHERE TO SEE: Pools 0 , 
Binnenwater (!) , Lu llwater Cl) , Lake 0 

Great Blue Heron 

Great Blue Heron (Anlea herodias) Standing 

four feet tall with six-foot wingspans, Great 

Blue Herons are the largest n ative birds that 

vis it Prospect Park and the bigges t herons 

in North A merica. These prehistor ic

looking birds are sometimes spotted hunting 

for fish in the Park's freshwater wetlands. 

W hen d isturbed, they make a deep , raspy 

"qwok" sound. 

WHEN: SP, SU , F, W. WHERE TO SEE: Pools 0 , 
Binnenwater (!) , Lull water Cl) , Lake 0 

Great Egret, Green Heron , Black-crowned 

Night Heron f,lwt os © Steve Nanz; Great 
Bl11e Heron photo© Cornell Laboratory 
of Ornithology 

Great Egret Green Heron 
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Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius /Jlioeniceus ) 

Perhaps the most common native land birds in 

North A merica, Red-winged Blackbirds are 

denizens of swamps. Males are eas ily identified 

by their red-and-yellow shoulder pa tches that 

stand out strikingly aga inst their glossy black 

plumage. Females are streaked brown and 

white. A mong the first songbirds to arrive in 

spring, the males set up territories in reeds and 

ca ttails which they defend by filling the air 

with the sound of their loud, vibrating ca ll of 

"con-ka- reeeee." Unlike most other birds, they 

are no t monogamous. Each breeding male may 

have a harem of as many as 15 females in his 

territory. Red-winged Blackbirds are among the 

most successful nes ters in the Park. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. WHERE TO SEE: Lake 0 , 
Lullwater () , Binnenwater 0 ,Pools 0 

Tree Swallow (Tac/1ycineta bicolor) These 

swa llows expertly hunt fo r flying insects, 

swooping and dipping over the Park's ponds 

and meadows. Fas t fl ye rs with po inty wings 

and forked ta ils, Tree Swallows can most 

readily be iden t ified when they' re skimming 

over the surface of the watercourse . It's then 

that the iridescent blue-green sheen on the 

backs of the males comes into view. To lure 

more of these mosquito eradicators to the Park , 

ecologists have constructed swallow nesting 

boxes on the islands in Prospec t Lake. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. WHERE TO SEE: Ambergill 0 , 
Pools 0 ,Lullwater (), Lake 0 ,Midwood 8 , 
Rav ine 0 ,Long Meadow 0 ,Nethermead 4I!) 

Double-crested Cormorant (Plwlacrocorax auritis ) 

Large dark water birds, cormorants often sit so 

low in the water that only their long necks are 

visible. With heavy bodies and powerful , 

webbed fee t, cormorants are built for diving 

and able to reach depths of 25 fee t . They nes t 

on small islands around New York Harbor, 

including U -Thant Island in the Eas t River 

across from the United Nations, and they 

regularly visit the Park to dine on freshwater 

fish , such as bluegills and sunfish. After they 've 

fed, cormorants can often be seen standing and 

sunning themselves on half-submerged tree 

branches, their black wings fa nning out to dry. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. WHERE TO SEE: Lake 0 

All bird phoros © Steve Nan ,; Ambergi/1 
JJhoco © Sean Sime, Housewren 

Red-winged Blackbird Tree Swallow Double-crested Cormorant 
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Spotted Sandpiper 

Herring Gu ll 

Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularia) Sandpipers 

are generally thought of as beach birds, but this 

spec ies prefers freshwate r habitats. Seen along 

the banks of the Lake and Lullwa ter during 

migrations, these shorebirds walk with a comical 

bobbing motion ( which is wh y they are nick

named "tee ter-ta ils") . During nes ting, Spotted 

Sandpipers engage in "polyandry," a breeding 

strategy in which females lay multiple sets of eggs 

that different males incubate and care fo r. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. WHERE TO SEE: Pools 0 , 
Binnen water 0 ,Lullwater () , Lake 0 

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) G ulls are often 

lumped toge ther as one generic type, the 

"seagull," but there are many different spec ies, 

including four that frequent the Park. Herring 

G ulls are the most common of these and can 

be seen on the Lake 0 year-round, especia lly 

when people feed ducks. After a heavy rain, 

large numbers of Herring G ulls can be found 

on lawns feasting on earthworms. O ther species 

to look for include Laughing Gulls (Larus 

atricilla) in summer, G reat Black-backed G ulls 

(Larus marinus ) throughout the year, and Ring

billed G ulls (Larus delawarensis) in winter. 

WHEN: SP, SU, F. W. WHERE TO SEE: Lake 0 . 
Long Meadow 0 

Building the Watercourse 

The Park's watercourse attracts all kinds of 

wild life - yet it is almost entirely artificial. 

Operating on grav ity, the watercourse is 

one continuous system, fed by a New York 

City water main. (During droughts, well 

water is used.) 

Constructing the watercourse in the 1860s 

required heavy labor and ingenuity. Massive 

amounts of earth were removed, a 60-foot 

well was excavated, and thousands of full 

grown plants and boulders were installed. 

Supplied by a well -concealed water pipe, a 

10-foot-high waterfall called the Upper 

Fall kill flows into the Pools · (elevation 

117 feet) . From th ere, the water slowly 

flows into the Ambergill through the 

Ravine and over the Ambergill Falls 

(e levation 110 feet) . Leaving the woods, 

the stream enters the Binnenwater : and 

meanders past the Nethermead 1 • Then, 

the watercourse cascades over the Binnen 

Falls into the slow-moving Lullwater ' 

(elevation 63 feet) and fina lly into the 

Lake . Drains prevent the watercourse 

from overflowing. 
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Prospect Park lies under one of the great flight paths of the natural world, the 

Atlantic Flyway. In fall, more than 150 bird species migrate south along the 

Atlantic coast to reach wintering grounds with abundant food. In spring, they 

return to their breeding territories. Birds of all kinds stop briefly and for many 

birds the Park is their destination. 

While most people think of birds as flying Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus) This gray-green, 

south for the winter, Brooklyn is "south" to sparrow-sized bird is more often heard than seen. 

birds from chillier climes. Ruddy Ducks, It perches high in the tops of trees and makes its 

Northern Shovelers, White-throated presence known by singing. Even on the hottest 

Sparrows, and others arrive in late fall to days, when other birds are si lent from the heat, 

spend the winter in the Park. the Red-eyed Vireo continuously calls, "Here-l

am, where-are-you, I'm-here, where-are-you ." 

WHEN: SP, SU , F. WHERE TO SE E: Midwood 8 , 
Ravine O, Breeze Hi ll and North Lull water 

Red-eyed Vireo Woods G> ,Lookout Hill 0 ,Peninsula 4D 

Lam pPost #249 0 During the spring and fall 

migrations, bird-watchers "perch" on Well 

House Drive next to a lamppost that's tagged, 

"No. 249." From there, they get an unobstructed 

view of a bird migration hotspot, the wooded 

southern slope of Lookout Hill tl) . During 

migration, songbirds congregate here to refuel 

on insects. The sunny exposure also provides 

food for late-season stragglers. 

Nature 1, l10tographer Sean Sime's favorite ,uarbler is 

tl1e Blackburnian Warbler (Dendroica fusca). 

"Blackb11 rnians are little fireballs," he says. "Their 

bodies are black and white, b11t their faces and throats 

are bu.ming orange and red. They're not common here -

tlwt 's wli)1 it 's so s/1ecial w see chem." 
Lamp Post #249 0 Yellow-rumped Warbler Palm Warbler 
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Known for their bright colors, warblers are a 

group of insect-eating songbirds that stop over 

in the Park during spr ing and fall migrations. 

Thirty-s ix different species are spotted every 

year, and in spring, as many as 20 species can be 

seen in a single day. 

Warblers migrate at night and rest and refuel 

by day. If they journey over Brooklyn, they are 

likely to stop in Prospect Park, where they feed 

on insects. After a day or two, they continue 

on their way. 

The Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica coronata) 

is the most common warbler species in Prospect 

Park - hundreds of these birds can be seen in 

a single day. 

Palm Warblers (Dendroica palmarum) are the 

second most common species in spring. 

Magnolia Warblers (Dendroica magnolia) are 

common spring and fall vis itors. 

Most of the Black-th roated Blue Warblers 
(Dendroica carulescens) that migrate north 

through the Park spend their winters in 

Puerto Rico. 

The YellowWarbler (Dendroica petechia) is 

the only warbler species that has been recorded 

nesting in the Park in the last 40 years. 

Rick's Place 8 

Rick's Place Rick's Place f} is a warbler-watching 

hotspot. Named for a Park ranger and expert 

birder, Rick's Place is a brushy clearing on the 

Park's main ridge. During peak migration, 

Rick's Place is one of the best places to watch 

the birds go by. Look for flashes of yellow, red, 

and blue as energetic, on-the-go warblers flit 

through the trees. 

Black-throated 
Blue Warbler 

Magnolia Warbler 

Yellow Warbler 

Red-eyed Vireo />how © Mike Hopiak/ 
Cornell Laboratory of O rnidwlogy; Sean 

Sime photo © Prospect Park Archives; 
Lam/> Post #249, Yellow-nnnped Warbler, 
Magnolia Warbler, Ye llow Warbler photos 
© Sean Sime, Ho11sewren; Palm Warbler , 

Black-throated Bl11e Warbler photos 
© Steve Na nz 
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The Prospect Park Alliance is a public/private partnership with the City of 

N ew York, which through fundraising and advocacy furthers the restoration 

and preservation of Prospect Park, and the development of the Park as a 

resource for the people of N ew York C ity. 

This book is one of the many programs created since the Alliance's founding 

in 1987 to educate visitors about the Park and encourage their involvement 

in preserving this resource for future generations. 

T HI S PAGE HA S BEEN SPONSORED BY 

Norma Langworthy 

The Prospect Park Audubon Center 
at the Boathouse 
www.prospectparkaudubon.org 

The Prospect Park Audubon Center inspires people to learn about, 

appreciate, and protect birds, other wildlife, and their hab itats in Prospect 

Park and beyond. The Center is a partnership of the Prospect Park Alliance 

and Audubon New York. Opened as the country's first urban Audubon 

Center in April of 2002, this facility now welcomes the public and schools 

to begin their exploration of the natural world through its interactive 

exhibits, programs, and many other resources. The building also serves as 

Prospect Park's Visitor Center and houses a gift shop and cafe. 

How to Get Involved 

Become a member of the Prospect Park A lliance 

and know that you are contributing to the 

care of Brooklyn's premier open space. Call 

71 8-965-8988 fo r information on membershi p 

levels and benefits. 

Volunteer and help improve Prospect Park for 

everyone. Join the many weekend and weekday 

crews working in the Park, ass ist in the office 

and at special events, be trained as a Park 

G uide, and much more. Call 718-965-8960 

fo r more information. 

Boathouse photo© John ny Miller 
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Lutheran Medical Center 30 31 
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Please support businesses that support Prospect Park. 

12th Street Bar & Grill 

11 23 Eighth Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 

718-965-9526 

AOL Time Warner 

Ms. Virginia McEnerney 

7 5 Rockefeller Plaza 

New York, NY 10019 

Air Jamaica 

800-523-5585 

Brooklyn Brewery 

Mr. Stephen K. Hindy 

79 North 11th Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11211 

71 8-486-7422 

Fax: 718-486-7440 

Brooklyn Bureau of Community Service 

Ms. Donna A. Santarsiero 

285 Schermerhorn Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11217 

718-310-6600 

Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 

Mr. Kenneth Adams 

7 Metro Tech Center 

Brooklyn, NY 11231 

71 8-875-1000 
Fax: 718-237-4274 

Coca-Cola Enterprises 

Mr. Robert Babich 

58-40 Bordon Avenue 

Maspeth, NY 11378 

718-416-7575 

Condon O'Meara McGinty & Donnelly LLP 

Mr. Kevin P. Foley 

3 New York Plaza 

New York, NY 10004 

212-661-7777 

Fax: 212-661-4010 

Con Edison 

30 Flatbush Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11217 

800-752-6633 

Cumberland Packing Corp. 

Mr. Marvin Eisenstadt 

2 Cumberland Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11205 

718-858-4200 

Fax: 718-360-9017 

D'Agostino Supermarkets 

Ms. Mary S. Moore 

1385 Boston Post Road 

Larchmont, NY 10538 

914-833-4030 

Fax: 914-833-4060 

T HI S !'AGE H AS BEEN SPONSO RED BY 

Cumberland Packing CorJJ. • Multi-Stitch Corporation 
Park Surgical Co. , Inc .• Sommers Real Estate 

East Coast Mines & Materials Corp. 

Mr. William Tintle Jr. 

Route 2 Lewis Road 

East Quogue, NY 1194 2 

631-653-5445 

Fax: 631-653-5743 

Fiduciary Trust Company International 

Mr. Tom Loizeaux 

600 Fifth Avenue 

New York, NY 10020 

212-632-3226 

Fax: 212-632-3262 

The Green-Wood Cemetery 

Mr. Nicholas S. Pisano 

500 25th Street 

Brooklyn, NY 1123 2 

718-788-7850 

Fax: 718-768-1182 

Independence Community Bank 

195 Montague Street 

BrookIyn, NY 11 20 I 
718-722-5650 

Fax: 718-722-5671 

JP Morgan Chase 

4 Metro Tech Center 

Brooklyn, NY 11 245 

718-242-3660 

KeySpan 

One MetroTech Center 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

718-403-2000 

Lutheran Medical Center 

Mr. Robert J. Walsh 

150 55th Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11220 

718-630-7156 

Fax: 718-492-5948 

Multi-Stitch Corporation 

Mr. Bernard Brown 

961 Elton Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11 208 

718-272-9500 

New York Congregational Community Services 

Ms. Celia C. Zuckerman 

123 Linden Boulevard 

Brooklyn, NY 11226 

718-693-6060 

Fax: 718-284-0349 

New York Marriott Brooklyn 

Mr. David Salfas 

333 Adams Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 

718-222-6524 

Fax: 718-222-6535 

New York Methodist Hospital 

Ms. Lyn Hill 

506 Sixth Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11 215 

718-780-3301 

Fax: 718-780-5226 

ivfeadow grass J1l10ro © Sean Sime, Hoi,sewren 
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Park Surgical Co., Inc. 

Ms. G ilda R. Mooney-Dube 

5001 New U trecht Avenue 

Brooklyn , NY 11 219 

718-436-9200 

Fax: 718-854-243 1 

Pintchik Decorating Center 

Mr. Matthew Pintchik 

4 78 Bergen S tree t 

Brooklyn, NY 11 217 

718-783-3333 

R . Gunzer Electric 

Mr. Randy G unzer 

36-08 34th Street 

Long Island C ity, NY 111 06 

71 8-392-22 19 

Fax: 71 8-729-2857 

Smolin & Yavel LLP 

Mr. Robert A ltamu ra 

57 Seventh Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11 217 

718-230-8400 

Fax: 71 8-85 7-9232 

Sommers Real Estate 

Mr. Steve Sommers 

353 Seventh Avenue 

Brooklyn , NY 11 215 

718-965- 11 55 

Fax: 71 8-965- 1762 

Steve Belsito Sons, Inc. 

395 Fifth Avenue 

Brooklyn , NY 11 215 

71 8- 768-5246 

Fax: 718- 788- 1779 

Warren Lewis Realty 

Mr. Marc Garstein 

123A Seven th Avenue 

Brooklyn , NY 11 215 

718-638-6500 

Fax : 71 8-638-4603 

William B. May Real Estate 

Ms. Libby Ryan 

100 Seventh Avenue 

Brooklyn , NY 11 215 

718-230-5500 

William B. May R eal Estate 

Ms. Rosalie Weider 

100 Seventh Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11 215 

71 8-230-5500 

Written by: Michael C rewdson and 

Margaret Mittelbach 

Edited by: Glenn Phillips 

Designed by: Parham Santana N YC 

Map des igned by: Marcy Ede lstein 

Printed by: Nasca Printing 

The publication of A Guide to Birds in Prospect 

Park was funded in part by Fur thermore: 

a program of the J. M. Kaplan Fund and 

The N orcross Wildlife Foundation , Inc. 

Additional funding was provided by private 

donors listed on the pages of the G uide. 

Special thanks to Peter Dorosh, Steve Nanz, This publica tion is a projec t of the 

Sean S ime, Valerie Heldt, Paul Keim, Prospect Park A lliance in collaboration with 

and Rob Jett for their insights into the birds the C ity of New York/Parks & Recreation. 

of Prospect Park. 

Prospect Par~PAlliance 

@ New York City Parks & Recreation 

.J?y- Prospect Park 
Audubon Center 

T~~ Boathouse 
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School Pvo:1vaf"1f 
Registration Fax Form 

NA Prospect Park 
Audubon Center 

r~~Boathouse 

Fax to (718) 287-3254 
Use a separate page for each class. 

Teacher's Name: 

School: 

School Address: 

Cit: 

State: Zi: 

School Tele hone # 

School Fax# 

Grade: Number ofStudents: 

Home Address: 

Cit: 

State: Zi: 

Home Tele hone # 

Email: 

Best time to reach me: 

Best method to reach me: 

□Fax 
□Home Phone D school Phone 

Please note: Reservations are not confirmed until 
payment or purchase order is received. We will fax or 
email and mail an invoice if the date and time you have 
requested is available. Pre-visit materials, including 
directions and program guidelines will be mailed after 
payment is received. Payment is due within two weeks 
of invoicing, or 24 hours before your program, 
whichever comes first. Unpaid invoices will 
automatically be cancelled. 

Discover Packs 
NOTE: you must register for and attend a discover 
pack professional development program in order 
to use these materials 
D Aquatic Habitats 

D Woodland and Forest 

D Meadows and Open Spaces 

Date: 

# of acks: (l·l students per pack) 

Check out time: Return time: 

Science for All Packages 
10-15 students $250, 16 - 25 students $285, 26-35 
students $315. Includes 4 programs, and materials. 

D Sensational Nature (K-1) 

D Forest Fascination (2-3) 

□ Urban Bird Study (4-6) 

□ Chomp! Gobble! Chew! Food Web Fun (4-6) 

Start Date(s) Requested: 

Mini-workshops 
10-15 students $30, 16 - 25 students $50, 26-35 
students $70. 

D Take a Closer Look (K-1) 

D Forest Friends (2-3) 

D It's a Bird! (4-6) 

D Pond Life (4-6) 

Date Requested: 

Time Requested: D lOA.M. D llA.M. D noon 

Workshops 
10-15 students $65, 16 - 25 students $85, 26-35 
students $105. 

D Science Tools (K-4) 

D Into the Woods (2-3) 

0 Bird Watch(4-6) 

D Lullwater Exploration (4-6) 

Date re uested: 

Time Requested: 0 l0A.M. 0 11:30A.M. 

Professional Development Programs for Teachers 
D Using Aquatic Habitats Discover Pack 

May 7, 2002 4-6P.M., $10 

D Using Woodland and Forest Discover Pack 
May 14, 2002, 4-6P.M., $10 

D Using Meadow Discover Pack 
May 21, 2002, 4-6P.M., $10 

D Project Pigeon Watch 
May 23, 2002, 4-6P.M., $25 (includes Curriculum &Materials) 



School programs at the Prospect Park Audubon Center are active learning adventures. Students and teachers alike will be 

inspired by the wonders of nature in their own backyard. Programs are designed to support New York State standards 

and to enhance student performance in science, math and language arts. All school programs at the Audubon Center 

require advance registration. Registration forms are available at www.prospectparkaudubon.org or call (718) 287-3400. 

Dircovev Pack! Free! 

Discover Packs include binoculars, 

magnifying lenses, activity sheets and notes 
for teachers-all the tools needed to 
investigate nature and participate in Citizen 
Science activities. Check out a class set for 
the day. Teachers must attend a two-hour 
professional development program before 

using the Discover Packs. Experienced 
volunteer docents are always on hand to 
help get classes started in the right 
direction. 

Choose from: 

• Aquatic Habitats 
• Woodland and Forest 
• Meadows and Open Spaces 

Pvo{eHio"'al Develop""e"'t 
Pvo1vaf"f {ov Teachevr 
Learn how to use birds and the resources of 

Prospect Park to bring science, math and 
language arts studies to life for your 
students. After-school workshops offer new 
teacher credit and a chance to learn how to 
use the Center's Discover Packs, as well as 
curricula from the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. Customized programs are also 
available. For fees and schedule information 
visit www.prospectparkaudubon.org or call 
(718} 287-3400. 

Choose from: 

• Sensational Nature (K- 1) 
• Forest Fun (2-3) 
• Urban Bird Study (4-6) 

• Chomp! Gobble! Chew! Food Web Fun {4-6) 

Citizen Science: Ordinary people, 

including school children, working 

together with professional researchers 

to collect important scientific data. 

Mi"'i - v-.10Vkfhop! 
April - June, September - November 
Monday - Thursday, 10 A.M., 11 A.M., noon; 

Up to 15 students $30, 16 - 25 students $50, 
26-35 students $70. 
These SO-minute programs use themed 

activities to investigate exhibits in the 
Boathouse. Mini-workshops use hands-on 
discovery to support teachers in using the 
outdoors for science and multi-disciplinary 
studies. 

Choose from: 

• Take a Closer Look (K- 1} 
• Forest Friends (2-3) 
• It's a Bird! (4-6) 

• Pond Life (4-6) 

Up to 15 students $250, 16 - 25 students $285, 26 - 35 students $315. A series of four 

programs (Workshop, In-School and Inquiry in the Park) over five weeks. Packages 

demonstrate the very best science teaching practices. Each unit includes both Park

based and classroom sessions, as well as supplemental materials designed to reinforce 

the science activities through cross-disciplinary lessons. 

Wovkfhop! 
September - June 
Monday - Thursday, 10 A.M., 11:30 A.M. 
Up to 15 students $65, 16 - 25 students $85, 
26 - 35 students $105. 

Focused 90-minute programs investigate 
basic science concepts in Prospect Park. In 
the spring and fall workshops are primarily 
held outdoors. Workshops use Citizen 
Science and a multidisciplinary approach. 

Choose from: 
• Science Tools (K- 4) 
• Into the Woods (2-3) 
• Bird Watch (4-6) 
• Lullwater Exploration (4-6) (includes 
electric boat tour) 

l"'t"ivy '"' the Pavk 
September - June 
as a part of Science for All 

Monday - Thursday, 10 A.M. 

These two-hour programs, held primarily 
outdoors, use a guided-inquiry approach to 

help develop science, critical thinking and 
language arts skills. Using the latest 
technologies, students develop and test 
hypotheses and communicate the results of 

The;,;~~ 

I"' - fchool Pvo1vat"f 
November - March 

Other times only as a part of Science for 

All packages, by appointment. 
$150 per session, per class. 

Bring the expertise, equipment and artifacts 
of the Prospect Park Audubon Center 
directly into your classroom. Designed to 

complement and reinforce the lessons of 
mini-workshops and workshops, in-school 

programs feature exciting hands-on and 
minds-on investigations of natural history. 

Choose from: 

• Science Tools (K-4) 
• Mini-Habitats (2-3) 

• Birds and Beyond (4-6) 
• Something's Fishy in the Food Web (4-6) 

Co"'ti"'" i"'<:j f<Avcat io"' 
Opportunities for learning never end at the 
Audubon Center. Hands-on workshops, tours 

www.prospectparkaudubon.org
www.prospectparkaudubon.org
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• B1rd vvatch (4-oJ 

• Lullwater Exploration (4- 6) (includes 
e lectric boat tour) 

Discover the secrets of nature in Prospect Park! Hands-on fun is the name of the game 

at the Audubon Center, with a variety of life-long learning opportunities for kids, 

families and adults. Public Hours: Wednesday - Thursday, 1 - 5 P.M., Friday - Sunday, 

10 A.M. - 5 P.M. Call (718} 287-3400 or visit www.prospectparkaudubon.org for program 

schedules, fees and extended summer hours. 

Difcovev Natvve TovVffaf'lily Pvo~Vaf'lf 
Saturday, Sunday & Monday holidays, 3 P.M.

Hands-on crafts, theater, music and dance 
Learn how to look for birds, discover the

activities with environmental themes 
source of the Lullwater and find out what

enliven the Audubon Center on weekends. 
you can do to protect nature during our

Look for special programs for toddlers and 
regular public tours. Led by trained volunteer

other little ones on Fridays. Drop-in 
park guides, these tours are always free.

activities are always free: pre-registration 
and fees are required for in-depth family flectvic Boat TovVf
and toddler workshops. 

Friday - Sunday, 10 A.M. - 4:30 P.M., 

every 30 minutes, $3 per person. 
Get a closer look at the Lullwater, an 

important wildlife habitat, aboard the 
historic electric boat. 

Located in the historic 1905 Boathouse, the Prospect Park Audubon Center is a place of 

active discovery and a great place to develop environmental steward~hip and science 

literacy skills. At the Audubon Center, visitors can explore interactive exhibits, interpretive 

trails and protected Park habitats. Kids and their parents can participate in Citizen Science 

activities, enjoy an electric boat tour of the Lullwater and- most important of all- have fun! 

I I 
Co"' ti1,wi"'~ fcAvcatio"' 
Opportunities for learning never end at the 
Audubon Center. Hands-on workshops, tours 
and lectures for adults explore a variety of 

topics including Natural History, Wildlife Art 
& Photography and Environmental Advocacy. 

Volv"'teev i"' Pvoffect Pavk 
Park Guides, Audubon Center Docents, 
Woodland Crew, Special Events Teams and 
Carousel Crew are just a few of the many 

exciting volunteer opportunities in Prospect 
Park. Your time and enthusiasm make a 
difference for the Park. Call (718) 965-8960 
for information about the next Volunteer 
Open House. 

Move faf'lily f ""' 
Prospect Park has loads of activities for 
families and children. Don't miss Lefferts 
Homestead Children's Historic House 
Museum, the Carousel, ice skating at 
Wollman Rink, summer pedal boats or 

performing arts programs at Imagination 
Playground. 
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Prospect Park Audubon Center is a partnership of 

J;b;. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center 

T~! Boathouse 
95 Prospect Park West, Brooklyn, NY 11215 

Important Phone Numbers 

Audubon Center (718) 287-3400 

Carousel, Ice Skating, Pedal Boats (718) 282-7789 

Group Rates (718) 287-5252 

Lefferts Homestead (718} 789-2822 

Picnic Permits (718) 965-8969 

Prospect Park Alliance (718} 965-8951 

Prospect Park Events Hotline (718} 965-8999 

Prospect Park Zoo (718} 399-7339 

Education Programs at the Prospect 
Park Audubon Center are made 
possible by The Toyota Endowment 
Fund for Environmental Education. 

TODAY TOMORROW TOYOTA 

Additional support has been provided by the KeySpan Foundation, Starr 
Foundation, the Louis Calder Foundation and the Michael Tuch Foundation. 
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Fish eat cyclops, 
water fleas, midge 
larvae and scuds. 

Cyclops eat Water fleas eat Scuds eat 
algae and algae, diatoms algae, diatoms, 
diatoms. and bacteria. detritus and 

water fleas. 

Dragonflies eat 
midges and other 
kinds of insects. 

. ' ...a ~ 
ctj 

Dragonfly larvae 
eat midge larvae 
and scuds. ~ 

~ 
ctj 

Midge larvae 
eat algae and 
detritus. 
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