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Project Name Discovery Green Location Downtown Houston, Texas 

owner Downtown Park Corporation (managed by Discovery Green Conservancy under a 50-year Operating Agreement) 

Project Use(sl Park with recreational amenities and programming; convention events; restaurants; underground parking 

Project Size 11.78 Acres Total Development Cost $125,000,000 (with land) 

Annual Operating Budget (if appropriate) $3,000,000 (park only without restaurants and garage) 

Date Initiated December 16, 2004 Percent Completed by December 1, 2008 100% 

Project Completion Date (if appropriate) Restaurant and Garage opened on 01/04/08; Park opened on 04/13/08 

Attach, if you wish, a list of relevant project dates Design begun 07/12105; garage begun 09/06/06; park begun 10/17/06 

Application submitted by: 

Name Guy Hagstette Title President and Park Director 

Organization Discovery Green Conservancy 

Address 1500 McKinney City/State/Zip Houston, Texas 77010 

Telephone ( 713 ) 800-4708 Fax ( 713 ) 800-4738 

E-mail guy@discoverygreen.com Weekend Contact Number (for notification): 713-705-2244 (cell) 

Key Participants (Attach an additional sheet if needed) 

Organization Key Participant Telephone/e-mail 

Public Agencies City of Houston Convention & Entertainment Facilities Dept.713-853-8083/dawn.ullrtch@cityofhouston.net 

Architect/Designer Hargreaves Associates (prime & landscape architect); PageSoutherlandPage (architect) 

Develo er N/A 

Professional consultant Project for Public Spaces (programming and public input); ETM Associates (operating plan) 

Community Group Central Houston, Inc (planning); Central City Co-op (market); FUUSA (programming); WITS (education) 

Other Jill Jewett (Mayor's Advisor for Cultural Affairs); Debbie McNulty (Art Advisory Committee) 

Please indicate how you learned of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. (Check all that apply). 
_Direct Mailing _Magazine Advertisement Previous RBA entrant X Other (please specify) 

Professional Newsletter Previous Selection Committee member 
Organization _Magazine Calendar Online Notice 

Team Members 

Bruner/Loeb Forum 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, and to 
post on the Bruner Foundation web sites, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to 
submit the application an all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 
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ABSTRACT 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. lf the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Project Name Discovery Green 

Address 1500 McKinney Street City/State/ZIP Houston, Texas 77010 

1. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

Discovery Green is an 11.78-acre park located in an area once dominated by large public facilities and parking lots. In 
2004, owners of underutilized private green space in front of the city's convention center announced the land was for 
sale. Aware of the opportunity to transform the city's core and the need to act quickly, private philanthropists joined 
with the City of Houston to acquire the land, double the site's size using parking lots owned by the city, and raise funds 
for a major urban park. There were four goals: (1) build a "world-class" urban park; (2) create convention and tourist 
amenity; (3) help reshape the east side of downtown; and (4) involve citizens in the park's planning and design. Soon 
after beginning its work, the Conservancy established that the park should be: (A) an active urban space; (B) truly 
welcoming for all people, especially families and children; (C) a venue for small and mid-sized arts organizations; and 
(D) an exemplar of sustainable building and operating practices, including submission for LEED Gold certification. 

The Conservancy was formed in November 2004, and the site was acquired in December when the City of Houston 
gave the non-profit three years to get organized, plan and design the park, raise development funds, open it to the 
public, and then operate the park as well. The city added a $21.5 million underground garage one year later without 
extending the schedule. The garage and restaurant opened in January 2008, and the park opened in April 2008. 

The project includes the park; the garage funded and operated by the city and built by the Conservancy; a 
destination restaurant (The Grove) and "fast-casual" operation (The Lake House) built and owned by the park and 
operated by Schiller-Del Grande Group; an internet-based library reading room with free wi-fi throughout the park 
operated by the city (HPL Express); and artwork, including a major sculpture by Jean Dubuffet. While its amenities 
and physical design are key strengths, the park's role as a place where citizens want to congregate for the sheer joy 
of being with fellow citizens is paramount. During planning and design, equal attention was applied to the park 
program's many activities and outreach to potential partners who could help offer a unique blend of art and programs. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 
urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues; design quality.) 

Our greatest urban places often emerge from and become part of a surrounding rich urban fabric, but many of our 
country's communities have lost these incubators of urban place and the memory of the urban life that supports them. 
Can such communities create inspirational urban places out of whole cloth and in the absence of an urban tradition, 
changing a city's self image in the process? Created from historically under-utilized private green space and surface 
parking lots in the downtown of a city known for unplanned sprawl, Discovery Green is overcoming these challenges, 
and its innovative approach could offer a model for others: 
Governance: Discovery Green is a dedicated public park owned by the Houston Downtown Park Corporation, a local 
government corporation (LGC) created by the city for this purpose. The LGC is able to look out for the public's interest 
and focus on the park's unique conditions and opportunities. The Discovery Green Conservancy has contracted for 
50 years to operate and fund the park with strict requirements for fair treatment and equal access for all citizens. 
Program and Design: Is it a park or an urban resort for all citizens? With Project for Public Spaces' "Power ofTen" 
destinations forming the basis for a robust design program, visitors to the park marvel at how much there is to do. The 
designers created a quiet but elegant armature for this rich tapestry of activities, avoiding deadly separations and 
minimizing discordant adjacencies while emphasizing a seamless integration of built form and art with natural spaces. 
Programming and Events: The breadth of the park's events and programs is an integral outgrow1h of a development 
process guided by an intent to draw upon the incredible richness, uniqueness and diversity of Houston's art scene and 
communities. These activities are the draw for many people who then come to love the place itself. 
Funding: The capital campaign was unprecedented for a Houston park, but funding its operations also was a key 
concern. Horticulture, maintenance, security, programming, and customer service must be adequately funded to 
succeed. The city's Convention & Entertainment Facilities Department provides funds for basic maintenance and 
security, and the park's restaurants pay substantial rent. Creative programming has bred interest from partners and 
sponsors attracted to creativity, and civic pride is generating support for a wonderful place that is truly for all citizens. 



2009 
RUDY BRUNER AWARD 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

RUDY 
BRUNER 
AWARD 

FOR URBAN 
EXCELLENCE 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

1. Describe the underlying values and goals of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project? 

Discovery Green represents a realization by Houston's philanthropic and political leaders that high-quality common 
ground accessible to all and reflective of the community was a vitally important but missing aspect of Houston's civic 
life. Recognizing that many such urban spaces are planned and designed to feign openness to all while incorporating 
many signals of exclusivity, an intentional decision was made to involve the public from the start and design a 
"backyard", where Houston's laid-back lifestyle could be enjoyed in a public setting, rather than a formal "front yard" 
that may look good on a post card but otherwise discourages casual use. 

The greatest challenge was accommodating on only 11.78 acres all of the dreams and aspirations of citizens who 
were anxious for such a place. A second challenge was allocating precious resources to the hidden infrastructure 
that would allow the park to accommodate multiple activities and programs with grace and minimal cost, especially for 
arts and community organizations on limited budgets. And finally, each decision was balanced with the importance of 
enhancing each person's own sense of personal comfort and security in a public park in a downtown setting. 

The park provides many spaces that are flexible enough to accommodate many activities and moods, from parties 
in the evening to games of volleyball and croquet during the day; from model boating in warm weather to an outdoor 
ice rink during the holidays; and from natural and man-made shade structures to beat Houston's heat to simple 
gestures like movable chairs that allow users to customize their environment. It is the people using these spaces who 
cause their energy and character to wax, wane and migrate over the course of the days, weeks and seasons. 

A conviction that families are a vitally important ingredient of life, even in our central cities, proved to be prescient. 
Through planning decisions, such as enhancing a sense of security by locating the Conservancy's office in a "fish 
bowl" in the midst of amenities designed for families and children; design decisions, such as the unique playground 
based on the migratory bird flyway that passes over Houston; and artwork that, through abstract patterns of color, 
form, and interaction with natural phenomena, engages the curiosity of children of all ages, the park speaks most 
boldly to our city's children. And they have become the park's most vocal ambassadors, spreading the word within 
their families and among their friends. Many consider it a miracle that the sound of hundreds of young voices can be 
heard on weekends in a downtown that had not been a destination for families for over a half a century. 

2. How has the project impacted the local community? 

The most profound impact has been the strong sense of shared ownership of this park among all citizens, despite 
its setting between a 1/3-mile-long convention center, parking lots and downtown's fifly-story office towers. It has 
become a place where Houstonians can enjoy their community's greatest strength- an intuitive ability to get along 
with one's neighbors, as different as they may be, and to truly enjoy together the experiences that this park offers. 
With so few public spaces where this most precious of civic assets can be enjoyed for all to share, Discovery Green is 
helping Houstonians awaken to what is truly good and wonderful about their city. 

Certainly, the park also has filled a void in nearby central city neighborhoods for a safe, well-maintained green 
space suitable for people of all ages. But clearly, the park also resonates for others as well, with the park quickly 
becoming a destination of choice for families throughout the metropolitan area. And closer to home, many are 
sensing that the center of gravity of a downtown that has been squarely ensconced in skyscrapers on the west side, 
despite ballparks and basketball arenas to the contrary, is finally shifting east. Already, "One Park Place", a high-rise 
residential tower (with ground floor retail) is nearing completion across the street, and "Discovery Tower", a 
LEED-gold certified office building and pavilion, is rising out of the ground next to the park as well. 

And this flowering of civic life is having an impact on the city's convention center, long isolated from the local 
attractions of interest to conventioneers. Houston has rejected the model of locating an "entertainment center" next to 
its center in favor of providing a place where visitors can get a chance to share time with Houstonians. Contrary to 
early concerns expressed by some, the park has already proven to be a major asset for Houston and its downtown 
convention center. The city's new tag line for conventions is "a walkable destination", and studies are under way to 
reconfigure the eight-lane wide boulevard separating the convention center from the park and to redesign the ground 
floor of the convention center to offer more activity along the street. And with Houston's convention business picking 
up, property has been secured for a second convention hotel - on a parking lot across from the park. 

The ultimate impact of Discovery Green could be an inversion of the process of great spaces growing out of great 
neighborhoods. A great urban park district could emerge from the parking lots surrounding Discovery Green. And if 
we do our job well, Houstonians could get an irreversible taste for the wonders of a rich urban lifestyle. 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION (coNro) 

3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where appropriate. 

A three-year deadline to open the park, extended by only 3 months due to weather even with the addition of a 
garage and a doubling of the park's scope, drove the process. The master agreement between the city, LGC and 
Conservancy required public input, but with a tight schedule, most assumed this input would be summarily attained 
and design begun. A March 2005 "Best Practices Workshop" with experts from Post Office Square, Centennial' 
Olympic Park and Yerba Buena Gardens emphasized public input before design, so the Conservancy engaged a 
fourth workshop participant, Project for Public Spaces (PPS), to organize public meetings and focus groups to solicit 
public input that led to the "Site Activity Plan" and an increase of the fundraising goal by $14 million. Three public 
meetings were held during design, and the park's name was chosen through a public naming contest. 

Concurrently, the Conservancy conducted an international search for design teams of landscape architects, 
architects and artists. At the June 2005 interviews, designers responded to the Site Activity Plan and confirmed that it 
would be their starting point, but the design contract allowed the design team to refine and improve the Site Activity 
Plan with the approval of the Conservancy. The strong foundation created by this document helped the evolving and 
expanding project be ready for pricing by a contractor in one year. The Conservancy protected the integrity and 
consistency of the overall design from an evolving process, tight schedule and expanding scope by engaging the 
same design team and construction contractor for all aspects of the park, garage and restaurant interiors. 

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square foot costs where applicable. 

The City of Houston provided $41 ,000,000 of land and then delegated the park's development and all other 
funding to the Conservancy. In January 2006 it provided funding for the Conservancy to build a $21.5 million city 
garage under part of the park. The Conservancy raised over $54,000,000 through donations of $25,000 to 
$10,000,000. Four "founding donors" provided a total of $35,000,000; eleven other foundations, companies and 
individuals donated $1,000,000+; and 76 other donors participated in the capital campaign. A direct mail campaign 
provided a way for many others to be recognized on plaques, pavers and benches for gifts of $125 to $5,000, 
resulting in almost $500,000 for the park's development from 433 donors. Finally, Jean Dubuffet's sculpture, 
"Monument au Fantome", valued at $6,500,000 was donated along with more than $600,000 for relocation, 
conservation and a conservation endowment. Including interest earned on donated funds and this gift of art, the total 
of private fundraising was almost exactly $62,500,000, meaning the public and private sectors each contributed 50% 
of the park's $125,000,000 development value. 

Development costs for the park and restaurants include (1) $56,600,000 for land; (2) $32,600,000 for park 
construction with $15,100,000 for landscape and site work, $4,500,000 for fountains and major site features, 
$10,500,000 for buildings, and $2,500,000 for FFE and other costs; (3) $1,000,000 for costs associated with five 
works of art (plus the value of the Dubuffet); (4) $3,900,000 for park design, planning and construction phase 
consultants; and (5) $1,900,000 for management and operations during development (note that after land acquisition, 
legal fees for the many contracts with the city, LGC, design team, construction contractor and restaurant operator 
were donated). A reserve fund of approximately $1,000,000 will be in place once all multi-year pledges are paid. The 
garage project cost was an additional $21,500,000 for construction and related consultant costs. 

5. Is the project unique and/or does it address significant urban issues? ls the model adaptable to other urban settings? 

Discovery Green represents a rare willingness on the part of a city's leaders to allow a major civic space intended 
to define that city's image to be truly grounded in the community's life. This park is not a "statement" and does not 
succumb to grand gestures, grandiloquent forms or transitory technology. The commitment and support of Mayor Bill 
White and Houston's most generous philanthropists have been instrumental to the park's success, but it is their 
commitment to the potential of Houston's civic life and the fundamental goodness of its citizens that sets Discovery 
Green apart. And their willingness to create such a civic space across from the city"s convention center and in a 
manner that invites participation by visitors is extending the park's success beyond thrilled locals to include those 
visitors who are taking the experience home with them. 

Great design was also important, especially as it was in service of this larger objective. The design team chosen 
for Discovery Green created a quiet but elegant setting for civic life in all of its diversity, raucous beauty, quiet 
moments, and spontaneous behavior. A series of carefully shaped and linked green spaces accented by art created 
for those spaces allow the park to accommodate a full range of activities while also offering natural beauty, harmony 
and extraordinary connections to the urban environment. In turn, the architecture is integrated into the landscape, 
offering transparency, comfort, warmth, and a subtle response to Houston's climate. This seamless integration of 
architecture and landscape allows visitors to sense the whole park no matter which area they literally experience. 

Discovery Green offers an alternative vision for our most important civic spaces, one based on creating carefully 
crafted natural and man-made stages upon which our cities' civic lives can be truly enjoyed and shared with others. 
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Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the applicatton forms tf needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written diredl} on the forms. lithe iorms are not used and answers are tvped on a separate 
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This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was tnvolved, in helping the proJeCt respond 
to neighborhood issues. 

Name Robert M. Eury Title President 

Organization Central Houston, Inc. Telephone ( 713 ) 650-1470 

Address 909 Fannin, Suite 1650 Ctty/State/ZIP Houston, Texas 77010 

Fax 650-1484 E-mail bob@centralhouston.org 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Fo ndation permission to use, reproduce, or make avai lable for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever, the materia submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and I ch d materi sand to grant these rights and permissions. 

1. How did you, or the organization you represent, become involved in this project? What role did you play? 

While plans for downtown always included enhanced park space on the east side of downtown, a public park of 
uncompromising quality such as Discovery Green was the vision of the major Houston foundations and Mayor Bill 
White. Central Houston was the sponsor of a Special Assistant to the Mayor for Urban Design , Guy Hagstette, one of 
our employees. He was involved in the formation of the vision and development structure. In early 2005, Central 
Houston began helping the newly-formed Conservancy meet the challenging schedule of opening at the beginning of 
2008. This included environmental and archeology surveys, board learning about exemplary urban parks, public 
engagement and park programming, design team selection, food services purveyor procurement, budgeting and 
staffing. As the Conservancy added staff by late 2005 , including Guy's transition to a full-time role at the Conservancy, 
our organization assumed a supporting role. Now, we are engaged in promotion of Discovery Green as a major 
downtown/ central city asset and leading planning and urban design for development in the district around the park. 

2. From the commun ity's point of view, what were the major issues concerntng this project? 

While the vision for Discovery Green was top down, the imperative was to make the project bottom up. Thus, 
substantial efforts were required to reach out in the neighboring community and region for collaboration in 
programming. We assisted in building this collaboration and with a web site launched for a programming workshop led 
by PPS. Previous downtown park design efforts, while iconic, lacked the layering of activities that render them a 
cherished asset. The resulting program embodied PPS's Power of Ten theory. It is wildly beyond most Houstonians 
expectations of an urban park! Another issue was the intense concentration of philanthropic giving required to develop 
a project of such scale and concerns of others about the impacts on funding of equally worthy projects. Ultimately, we 
believe that most who shared this concern would agree that the Discovery Green initiative has increased regional 
interest in excellent parks and green space by philanthropy. It also has attracted philanthropic support from a broader 
base than previous efforts. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization partictpate in 
making them? 

With the location of Discovery Green in an area that experiences substantial parking demand from large events at a 
convention center, major league baseball stadium, arena and possibly a major soccer stadium, the park was 
conceived without a parking garage beneath. We collaborated in a parking planning study by the City that clearly 
showed the need to replace if not substantially increase the parking in the area near the George R. Brown Convention 
Center, Toyota Center and Minute Maid Park. The decision was made by the City to construct the garage; although at 
a smaller than optimal size. However, this decision to reduce the garage size did mitigate the resulting stress on the 
park project schedule in terms of the construction time required for the garage. The underground garage significantly 
benefits events at the park and the restaurants. 
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4 Has this project made the commun1ty J better pl.1c e to li\e or \\ Ork? It so, ho"' ' 

From its conception, Discovery Green has had a significant impact on downtown Houston, The commitment of the City 
and major foundations to a civic space of such quality spoke loudly about the desire for continued quality 
redevelopment on the east side of downtown. Since its announcement, over $530 million of development has been 
directly influenced by the park, and another $640 million has been indirectly influenced. More development is planned, 
although the timing is unclear due to the economic crisis. Downtown also is benefitting from the large and broad 
constituency of users in the park who also are enjoying themselves in downtown Houston . The number of families 
who have been willing to add this downtown park to the list of destinations for their children will only help us broaden 
and diversify downtown's social and economic foundations. Houston's large downtown has few areas of intense 
pedestrian activity. The park expands to the east side of downtown the footprint of places where there is the potential 
for social interaction and fa irly constant pedestrian activity. The broader economic impact stems from the focus of 
significant media attention ranging from articles in national dailies to business publications, all with the theme that 
there is a socially sensitive, in-step with the times side of Houston that may not have been well perceived before. 
Trade show and convention guests at the George R. Brown Center since the park's opening have had been greeted 
with a new impression of the city including the Society of American Travel Writers. Finally, the park has raised the 
expectations of the community about the quality of parks and public spaces in downtown and the region, 

5. Would you change .w>thing about th1s project or the de\elopnwnt proce~s you \\ ent th rough? 

No process is perfect. While the design programming, artist collaboration, on-going activity programming and branding 
reached out to the whole community, the effort had to overcome the initial image that the park was strictly a project of 
the downtown elites. Given the accelerated development schedule there was little time to build more community equity 
early on except through the public input meetings organized by PPS, meetings held during the design phase, and the 
park naming contest. However, in a short time the project has made remarkable progress in proving that it is far more 
than that. It already appears to be a cherished civic place that all citizens seem to own. This is now greatly aided by 
the large number of events appealing to extremely diverse audiences. Another difficulty was the compromise of the 
desire for more residential development. While we are thrilled about the 346-unit 37 -story One Park Place adjacent to 
the park, the overwhelming commercial real estate interest in the area combined with a hot office market drove land 
prices well above those feasible for more residential development. In the end, we believe that more residential 
development is needed for the sustainability of downtown. Discovery Green is highly desired by residents. With a slow 
down of the office market now evident, more residential development could resume in the vicinity of the park. 
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This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project respond 
to neighborhood issues. 

Name Leslie Smith II Title CEO and Founder 

Organization Families Under Urban and Social Attack, Inc. Telephone ( 713 ) 374-1292 

Address 3353 Elgin Street City/State/ZIP Houston, Texas 77004 

Fax ( 713 ) 651 -8045 E-mail lsmith@fuusa.org 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoe the mat rial;~ined . The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and tl hed t ialtLv to grant these rights and permissions. 

1. How did you, or the organization you represent, become involved in this project? What role did you play? 

As the CEO and Founder of a not-for-profit community-based organization, I was invited to serve on the Programming 
Committee for Discovery Green Park. As a member of the Programming Committee, my role consisted of: developing 
an awareness, understanding and support for the project; providing advise related to content, structure and targeted 
audience for programs; helping to ensure that programming aligned with local needs; reinforcing connections and 
inclusivity with the community; fostering and promoting integration between the project and the community; providing a 
source of informed advocates for the project; and providing leadership and strategic direction. Moreover, my role has 
been enhanced as a user of the park. Leading an organization with a mission to promote positive outcomes for 
children, youth, and families, the park has become an important part of creating community linkages that connect all of 
the city's citizens with a space that offers a wide range of benefits and contributes to the quality of life. 

2. From the community's point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

The concern of the community was to create a new vision for urban space that spoke to the diversity of the 
community. Knowing that users of the space would be greatly influenced by cultural and familial norms, from the 
community's point of view, it was important that the project offers opportunities and programming that emphasized and 
encouraged the richness of the community. While it was important that the park provide opportunity for green spaces, 
physical activity, recreation and leisure activities, and economic development, the real community is in people 
interacting and relating to one another. Therefore, ensuring that the project created a space where community 
members could develop social ties, shared experiences, and socialize and build community bonds was a crucial 
concern for the community. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 

What made this project unique and special was that from the beginning, the park was designed to reflect the spirit of 
the community and the people whom it would serve. Throughout the planning and development process, the project 
did not lose sight of this essential mission. Additionally, the project wanted to make certain that the park was 
accessible and served a diverse population. Another key aspect in the development of the project was that true 
partnerships were created, thereby providing an extremely valuable resource that allowed for the assets of all parties 
to be brought to bear on the project. Having these integral parts in the process created an environment of broad 
constituency, flexibility, trust, and infrastructure that built consensus and agreement. 



COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE (co r o> 

4 lias this project made the community cl better place to liH' nr \H>rf...? It so. hcl\\ I 

The project has made the community a better place to live and work -fostering a sense of community by: 1) providing 
Houstonians with the opportunity to be physically active - an essential part of the health of a community; 2) helping to 
keep our living environment healthy by creating green space and buffers to development; 3) facilitating social 
interaction that create opportunities to build community bonds; 4) providing opportunities for leisure activities that 
enhance a sense of wellness; 5) offering recreational activities that facilitate safety, good sportsmanship and 
community participation; 6) providing programming that offers children healthy role models, activities, and lessons that 
help to steer youth to a future of promise and opportunity; 7) providing therapeutic recreation for individuals with 
disabilities; and 8) upholding the American tradition of preserving public land for the benefit and use of all. This space 
has brought joy and pleasure to all the people of Houston. 

'i . Would \OU ch-1nge an'>!hmg about thts pro1ect or the dP\elopml' nl prcxt"~ ~ou \H'nt through? 

I was honored and delighted to participate in the project and would not change anything about the development 
process. The project is a model for public/private partnerships and how people working together for a common goal 
can create and transform communities and lives. During the selection process for naming the park, it was noted that 
the name, Discovery Green was chosen because it exemplified and invited all people to "discovery, education, delight, 
and surprise." This not only speaks to what makes Discovery Green special for the people who visit the park, it also 
speaks to my personal journey in the development process. 
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This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project respond 
to neighborhood issues. 

Name Tiffany Tyler Title Special Projects Manager, Board of Directors 

Or anization Central City Co-Op 868 9541 

Address PO Box 7 488 City/State/ZIP Houston, TX 77248 

Fax ( ~~ \518 3623 E-mail ttcentralcity@gmail.com 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and a~ I attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature ~ -
1. How did you, or the organization you represent, become involved in this project? What role did you play? 

As part of its "Green" mission, the Discovery Green Conservancy approached Central City Co-Op to develop a 
Farmer's Market in the new park in downtown Houston. This innovative idea married the missions of the two 
organizations, blending Central City's core goal of organic, local produce for a broad audience and the overall 
sustainability message of the Conservancy. Both organizations were excited to develop this win-win idea, and I 
personally was thrilled to be part of the initial scoping of the project as a member of the Board of Directors, and to step 
into an operational role to act as manager of the market for its first 6 months. 

2. From the community's point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

A Farmer's Market in downtown Houston faces enormous risks, not unlike the risks of building a new park in a 
brownfield area. A previous Farmer's Market effort had failed in an already established venue downtown. And while 
any new business venture faces market uncertainty, in this case, the very nature of the park was both an asset and a 
liability. Bringing "green" in any and all of its forms to a brownfield site in an area of town with a history of disjointed 
development was a tremendous challenge. Vendors, especially farmers, were hesitant to commit to the Market. The 
few residents in the area were not familiar with Farmer's Markets, and regular Farmer's Market customers from other 
locations were distrustful of the downtown location. The Conservancy has provided tremendous support for the 
Market, including covering some of our startup costs for city permits and insurance and subsidizing farmer 
participation in the Market. This financial support has allowed the Co-Op to commit to the ongoing donation of unsold 
produce to local homeless outreach groups, bringing "green" to the plates of the least fortunate in our community, 
allowing them to participate in the bounty of local farms and sustainable agriculture. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 

Central City had to make some compromises in the development of the Market based on the logistics of the park itself, 
but overall the Conservancy did a good job foreseeing our facilities needs. This venue is by far the nicest Farmer's 
Market facility in the city, providing tents, tables, chairs and electricity for each vendor, as well as beautiful bathroom 
facilities and a discreet security presence. We were brought in after the major design decisions for the venue were 
made, but the Conservancy was very responsive to our requests for minor modifications and additional items. 

We have a number of ongoing challenges to Market growth, not unlike those faced by the park itself. Demographics 
are a challenge. We all thought our primary customers would be office workers and downtown residents. In 
car-obsessed Houston, that has not played out to be the case. Now that we find ourselves attracting a crowd of 
people who arrive in cars from long distances, we face the challenge of adequate parking, particularly for 
price-sensitive shoppers. We are evaluating changes in Market day and time to create growth in our customer base to 
attract and sustain more vendors. The Conservancy has supported us with creativity and compromise on all sides. 
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I believe that the park at Discovery Green creates a better living and working environment in Houston's city center. In 
a city not known for its parks, or its environmental stewardship, the park creates a living example of what so many 
people said could never happen- a beautiful green space downtown. Perhaps most astonishingly, the park reclaimed 
an asphalt wasteland and transformed it into an oasis of sustainability. 

The Green Market, as part of that overall "sustainable" project profile nurtured by the Conservancy within the park, 
brings local farmers. artisans and entrepreneurs together to show the Houston community that Green is Good, 
Downtown is a Destination, and that Local Tastes Good. Sustainable can be for everyone. and at every price point. 
Downtown restaurant chefs and low income families alike can reap the benefits of fresh, locally farmed food grown 
with sustainable agricultural practices. Our greatest joys come in the face of a child who tastes fresh blueberries from 
a local organic farm for the first time, and in the face of a farmer whose crop reaches a new, appreciative audience. 
To complete the sustainability circle, consistent with Central City Co-Op's mission. nothing is wasted. Organic produce 
not sold at market is sent to a homeless outreach group in the downtown community to nourish the less fortunate. We 
thus come full circle in our efforts to bring life- the Green way- to downtown Houston. 

'> \\ould \ou 1 h.llll!t' 111\lhtn~ <Jhnuttfw; prnjt't 1 or lht• dt•\elnpn1l'f11 prc"f'" n•• \\t•ntthrnuqhl 

From the perspective of Market logistics, while there are a few things I'd change to make an ideal Market venue, I 
recognize that everything is a trade-off. As a whole package, there is nothing I would change about the park itself. 
Any tweaks that might make for an easier Market environment- easier access for vendor vehicles or more brick for 
more booths- would detract from the overall function of the space as a PARK. In the end, the Market is a park 
program designed to create more awareness among park visitors about the breadth of Green issues- organics, 
sustainability, local food, and the artisans and businesses that support these aspects of life in Houston. It does a 
good job of that, and the job expands and improves with each week that we are all out there leading by example and 
inspiring people to live and play Green. 

As with any initial development process. newness and growth have a learning curve. and a few things here and there 
could have been done more easily if all the players (Conservancy, Co-Op, and City bureaucracy) had known then 
what we know now. Overall , every hiccup was met with creativity and a dedication to the vision of a sustainable, 
beautiful place Houstonians could relax and enjoy their community. 
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This sheet is to be filled out by someone who was involved, or represents an organization that was involved, in helping the project respond 
to neighborhood issues. 

Name Dr. Robin Reagler Title Executive Director 

Organization Writers in the Schools Telephone ( 713 ) 523-3877 

Address 1523 West Main City/State/ZIP Houston, TX 77006 

Fax ( ) (866)7934865 E-mail mail@witshouston.org 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and t · and to grant these rights and permissions. 

1. How did you, or the orgamzation you represent, become involved in this project? What role did you play? 

Writers in the Schools (WITS) began meeting with the Discovery Green staff approximately nine months prior to the 
opening of the park. Our initial conversations were open-ended, but as we continued our dialogue, it became clear 
what kinds of programs might work best Susanne Theis invited the Houston Public Libraries to join in this venture. A 
new collaboration was born. 
WITS offers free weekly writing workshops for children every Saturday in the library at Discovery Green. Because it Is 
our only free workshop available to the general public, the interest has been high. Two WITS writers team teach in 
order to provide the individual attention that is often necessary in a multi-age classroom 

2. From the community's point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

Maintaining funding has been the primary concern in this collaboration. We have cobbled together resources from 
each of the three partners, Houston Public Library, Discovery Green, and WITS. WITS has matched fees paid using a 
grant from the Houston Arts Alliance. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 

The administrators at Discovery Green have been true collaborators, and the open line of communicatiOn has made 
the project stronger. 
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4. Has this project made the community a better place to live or work? If so, how: 

This program is truly the only program of its kind in the city of Houston. As the name Writers in the Schools suggests, 
the majority of our projects take place in schools or other community centers. They are offered exclusively to the 
students involved in the contracting organization. The Discovery Green writing workshop is our only program that is 
free and open to the general public. This is the first time WITS has been able to provide this service to the community. 

Here is some enthusiastic feedback from the mother of Eliza, a participant in the writing workshops: 

Susanne, 

Another wonderful Saturday at Discovery Green. We hit WITS, the Houston Zoo and the Houston Opera- in between 
the fountains, Mist Tree and playground. We're worn out, but delightfully sol 
THANK YOU II am so impressed with this program and its teachers and I feel so grateful that Eliza is afforded such a 
fulfilling way to spend a Saturday morning and nurture a growing passion. 

Carrie Pilsbury 

As W.B. Yeats put it, "Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire." At Discovery Green, WITS has been 
able to engage a new group of children in the excitement of reading and writing. 

On a more personal note, I must add that my family has made Discovery Green a frequent destination. My preschool 
age children love the water park, the playground, and the evening concerts. The park also has a great deal to offer 
adults. Because of the art and the beautiful design of the park, Discovery Green is now usually the first place I take 
visitors to Houston. We are intensely proud to have the park. I'd even go so fer to say that it is the symbol of the new 
Houston. 

5. Would you change anything about this project or the development process you went through? 

Were additional funds available, we would offer two workshops and divide participants by age to make the instruction 
more clearly targeted to age and ability levels. The process of development went very smoothly, and through open 
dialogue among collaborators, we are able to make adjustments and constantly improve the project. We are currently 
working with the Discovery Green staff to produce a citywide student reading in May 2009, showcasing the best 
student writers in the city. 
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This sheet is to be filled out by staff representative(s) of public agency(ies) who were directly involved in the financing, design review, or 
public approvals that affected this project. 

Name Dawn R. Ullrich Title Director 

Organization City of Houston, Convention & Entertainmnet Facilb Telephone ( 713 ) 853-8089 

Address 1001 Avenida de las Americas City/State/ZIP Houston, Texas 77010 

Fax ( 713 ) 853-8091 E-mail dawnr.ullrich@cityofhouston.net 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose wha ever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to subm1t the 
application and II ached materials t rant these rights and permissions . .... 

1. What role did your agency play in the development of is proJed? Describe any requirements made of th is project by your agency 
(e.g., zoning, public participation, public benefits, impact statements). 

The Convention & Entertainment Facilities Department (C&E) operates as an enterprise fund and is part of the City of 
Houston . C&E operates the George R. Convention Center (GRB), landmark theater and performing arts halls, and 
key parking facilities within the Central Business District in downtown Houston. The 11 .78 acre Discovery Green (DG) 
park is across the street from the GRB and is located, in part, on land that was once surface parking for the convention 
center. 

The City of Houston contributed $41 million for land assemblage for Discovery Green and $21 million for the 
underground parking garage which serves the GRB and the park. The City also contributes $750,000 each year to 
assist with park operating costs. C&E wholeheartedly supports the park and its contribution to the City as a whole and 
the convention center in particular. 

In cooperation with Discovery Green Conservancy, the non-profit developer, the City agreed that Discovery Green 
would be a public park available to all citizens and visitors, that it would be developed as a "landmark" property, and 
that it would serve as a centerpiece for continuing the redevelopment of downtown. 

2. How was this project intended to benefit your city? What trade-offs and compromises were requ ired to implement the project? How 
did your agency participate in making them? 

The creation of Discovery Green park was intended to and, as developed, provides many benefits to the City of 
Houston. Resident and visitors to our city can now enjoy an 11.78 acre urban park with beautiful amenities, varied 
artistic and cultural programs, and physical activities. The 4th largest city in the US can proudly assert that the 
development of this land on the eastern edge of downtown has spurred and attracted new development in the 
adjacent area. A new residential tower is near completion, a new LEED certified office building is under construction , 
and new hotels are being developed to serve the GRB. Discovery Green is playing a significant role in Houston's plan 
to redevelop and energize its downtown. 

Specifically, C&E, in conjunction with its non-profit park partner, can now offer its meeting planners and convention 
attendees recreational and outdoor meeting spaces. Discovery Green is the front yard of the GRB and the convention 
center is now a walkable destination with restaurants, retail , and public art. Convention attendees are more connected 
to the surrounding community. 

The trade-offs and compromises that occurred were in retrospect, minimal, and involved the prevtous use and 
potential future use of the land already owned or under option to the City. C&E had already acquired one half of the 
property that ultimately became the park and its parking operations were directly impacted until such time as the new 
670 space underground parking garage was completed and became operational. Future developments of the land 
had to weighed against the creation of the park. Needless to say, we are very pleased with the decision to build the 
oark. D 
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Discovery Green has spurred increased property values and development in the area surrounding the park and the 
GRB. This translates to increased revenue for the City in the form of increased property tax revenues, sales taxes, 
etc., as well as increased sales and marketing opportunities for the GRB. Meeting planners from around the country 
have given Discovery Green rave reviews as a new Houston destination for conventionees and meeting attendees. 
Discovery Green has been utilized as a venue for outdoor shows, such as a Lyle Lovett concert for the American Wind 
Energy Convention. Sales personnel for the GRB and the Convention Bureau report that interest generated by 
Discovery Green has been a boon to their sales efforts and resulted in increased convention bookings. 

With completion of One Park Place, a new luxury rental high rise tower, more residents will live in the area, likely 
providing additional retail for the convention center area. One new office tower is under construction and several new 
hotels to serve the convention center are on the drawing boards. Discovery Green is a beautiful and well programmed 
asset for citizens and visitors to use and enjoy for many years to come. 

4. Did this project result rn new models of public pmate partner~htp~' Are there a~pt'tts nt thi~ proJl'llthfll 1\0uld he ttl'lructt\l' to 
t~gcncres l ike vour5 in other itiesl 

This project refined and enhanced a model that has been utilized previously by the City and could be modified in other 
cities because of its proven success here n Houston. When the Houston Zoo was privatized, the model was devised to 
place property control in a City created local government corporation , with actual management and operation of the 
asset placed with a private 501 (c)3 corporation. In the case of Discovery Green, the process quickly evolved into a 
strong "partnership" with substantial fund raising by the non-profit, significant City Contribution, expert development by 
the non-profit, and true mutuality and cooperation in creating the operating documents. 

Park development was a collaborative effort and could not have occurred but for the full cooperation and generous 
financial contributions by the donors and the City, as well as the hard work by conservancy staff and city employees. 

c; Wh,,t do vou con~•dN to h<> the moq and le,,~t -.ucce~~tul a~petls ot this protect' 

The most successful aspects of this project have been the urban revitalization for the east side of downtown Houston, 
the positive marketing and sales opportunities for the GRB, the significant redevelopment spurred by the park, and the 
outstanding new facility for the use and benefit of our citizens and visitors. 

The project has been such a resounding success it is hard to identify any "less" successful aspects. Perhaps the 
biggest challenge we faced was the substantial capital outlay to develop a project of this magnitude. 
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PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area pro
vided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, legal, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other professionals if desired. 

Name Philip C. Myrick Title Vice President 

Organization Project for Public Spaces Telephone ( 212 ) 620-5660 

Address 700 Broadway City/State/ZIP New York, NY 10003 

Fax ( 212 ) 620-5660 E-mail pmyrtck@pps.org 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 
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1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 

PPS helped the Conservancy work with Houston communities to help them create a great civic place - a personalized 
vision that expresses the values and customs of the Houston's diverse population. We achieved this vision through 
workshops, presentations, and interviews with downtown workers, neighborhood residents, cultural and environmental 
organizations, the Hispanic community, young people, and others. Virtually every group contrtbuted valuable ideas 
that were incorporated into the park's plans. We wished to have broad involvement, but also to leverage local assets, 
strengths and creativity. The PPS plan focused on creating a number of irresistible destinations in Discovery Green, 
born from ideas generated in the public process. Having compelling civic destinations was key because there were 
deep fears that no one would use the park in a downtown like Houston, where relatively few people actually live and 
has not cultivated a vibrant or walkable community. These destinations range from a lake with cafe, fountain and 
playground; to a promenade enlivened by a farmer's market; to a signature restaurant with event spaces; to dog runs, 
a stage and spacious green lawns. As just one example of the process, an open terrace on the second level of the 
restaurant, which extends into the tree canopy and offers seating, food and drtnk, ortginated from an idea suggested 
in one of the workshops for a tree house. The balcony bar is named "The Tree House" and the live oak trees along it 
(which were part of the ortginal park site) were painstakingly protected durtng construction. The site activity plan, 
which would ensure not only that the park was a major public destination but also that the public process participants 
would recognize their role in conceptualizing the park, was carefully followed by the design team. 

2. Describe the projecfs impact on its community. Please be as specific as possible. 

Widespread worrtes that people would not come to the park, which is located in what was until now an out-of-the-way 
part of downtown, have disappeared-an estimated quarter-million people visited between Aprtl and the end of June. 
Even in the hottest days of summer, the park is crowded by the public, who seems to have been hungry for a public 
destination to be proud of. This stands in stark contrast to two local phenomena: 1) Houston downtown has never 
stood for much in the way of a public place, but serves mostly an office population. Until now people have assumed 
that Houston is not capable of being a vibrant downtown; 2) Houston's hot summer weather typically drives people 
indoors and there is a widespread belief that it is impossible to enjoy the outdoors for large parts of the year. In other 
Houston parks where PPS has worked this conditioning has been more and more apparent among young people who 
tend to avoid the outdoors altogether in favor of indoor air-conditioned spaces, even often in good weather. Discovery 
Green is proving that these assumed insurmountable local conditions - the suburban structure of the population and 
the hot weather- are in fact surmountable if the urban environment is built to attract and engage people. The inspirtng 
vision for Discovery Green helped galvanize local foundations and donors on an unprecedented level. And those 
funders stayed engaged in the project, actively contributing to the planning and development of the park through the 
Houston Downtown Park Corporation and the Discovery Green Conservancy. In terms of economic impacts, when 
plans for the park were announced, a new highrtse residential building, One Park Place, was proposed by a local 
developer. It is now nearing completion. The building, with 21,000 feet of retail and 345 apartments, represents 
approximately $145 million of new investment. Last March, a new $300 million office building and retail center, 
Discovery Tower, broke ground on the north side of the park. The city and Houston Endowment are partnertng on an 
RFP for a new convention hotel on the last remaining empty block alongside the park, opposite the existing Hilton 
Hotel. Estimates are for a project that will be in the $350-400 million range. In sum, the project has inspired the whole 
community to claim citizenship in downtown on a level that no one knew was possible. 
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3. How might this project lw instructive to othe>r~ in vour protc>~'lon? 

Discovery Green is a case study of Placemaking techniques that PPS has introduced to the design field in recent 
years, which are based on the belief that it is not enough to simply develop design ideas and elements to revitalize a 
park. Improvements must be planned so that they work together to make each area a distinctive place that reflects 
community values and needs. A public involvement process that responds to community conditions and needs from 
the outset is one of the most critical factors in designing a park environment that brings people together. In contrast 
to the traditional design or planning process, a place-oriented approach is necessarily broader than one that is 
primarily design driven. In most cases, this means that professionals (or agencies) need to reverse their current role 
in relation to communities and rather than lead, become supportive to the process. 
Form should follow function in public space and urban design: Park design is often an intellectual exercise to create 
what one individual-the designer-believes will be beautiful or attractive or cutting edge. In the Placemaking 
process, the community collaborates to define what the functions, uses and activities of a space are first, defining that 
place as a destination for its users, and then design is used to complete the picture of what it will look and feel like. 
Great design, even cutting edge design, can still play as important a role as ever. 
Triangulation is a key design trick for creating destinations: Triangulation means locating elements in a way that 
greatly increases the chances of activity occurring around them. The idea is to situate them so that the use of each 
builds off the other. For example, a picnic area, playground, and refreshment stand , together with shade trees, and 
seating creates synergy because there are more chances for activity than if the elements were isolated. 
The Central Role of Management: The best places are ones that people return to again and again. The best way to 
achieve this is through management that understands and promotes ways of keeping the park safe and lively. For 
example, a good manager understands existing and potential users and gears events to both types of people. Good 
managers become so familiar with the patterns of how people use the park that waste receptacles get emptied at just 
the right time and refreshment stands are open when people most want them. Good managers create a feeling of 
comfort and safety in a park, fixing and maintaining it so that people feel assured that someone is in charge. Good 
management ensures that a public space is active at all times of the day, 7 days of the week, 52 weeks of the year. 

4. What do }'OU consider to be the most and l<'a~t succ esstul <~~pt>cts ot tim prOJt'C t? 

Most successful aspects: 
The principles described above (working with the community, form follows function, triangulation) worked extremely 
well to create an exciting destination that attracts all kinds of people. We used the idea of "The Power of Ten" to set 
goals for destinations within a park. Creating ten good places, each with ten things to do, offers a full program for a 
successful park. 
From an activity standpoint, the busiest part of the park is the destination defined by the Picnic Lawn I Mist Tree I 
Playground I Fountain I Model Boat Basin I Lake House I Stage. Kids love it because there is so much to do, and 
parents love it because there is food . The fountain is so crowded in nice weather that two monitors (essentially 
lifeguards) have to be on duty with whistles and willing to go in the water to keep things under control. 

The live oak promenade (The Brown Foundation Promenade) is also very popular because of its sheer beauty, shade 
and view to (but not within) the park's busy areas. One can enjoy the activity without being in the activity. People 
tend to use this area for reading books and picnicking. 

Active park management is perhaps the single biggest reason why the park is as well-used as it is, since the 
creativity of the staff Is constantly creating events and reasons for people to visit the park. 

The standard has clearly been raised for downtown Houston, in that Discovery Green is now a constant reference in 
conversations, blog posts, articles and discussions about how to improve the city. In fact, its success has sparked a 
whole conversation about the possibility of Houston becoming a more urban and livable place. 

Least successful aspects: 
The streets that border the park have not been redesigned along with the park as great, walkable streets. This would 
have expanded the impact of the park and created a park district that would influence a significant area of downtown, 
as well as the way streets are designed in the future. However, there is recent encouraging news that the city has 
undertaken serious studies for a major redesign of streets serving the convention center to create a more 
pedestrian-friendly environment -this was inspired by Discovery Green. 

Seating and other comfort amenities need to be evolved further so that there is an even wider variety of places to sit 
and socialize or observe the energy of the active areas. The amount of seating could probably be expanded to match 
what one finds in the great parks of Europe, New York, or other great urban gathering places. 
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Si 

What role did you or your or ion play in the development oi this project? 

I am principal of ETM ASSO ATES, LLC . We provide professional consultation services in the areas of public 
space management solutions, strategies and developmental guidance. ETM Associates, LLC was formed in 1997 
and specialized in Public Space Management. We are concerned with all aspects of public space and sees design, 
implementation and ongoing management as a continuum of related professional activities. Timothy Marshall, 
principal and owner of ETM, has been involved with public space issues for more 25 years. Mr. Marshall was formerly 
the Deputy Administrator and Vice President for the Central Pari< Conservancy and was involved in the development 
of The Central Park Restoration and Management Plan, and was directly responsible for its on-going implementation 
as well as the day-to-day management of Central Park. 
We were hired by the Discovery Green Conservancy to wor1< wtth both the client and the design team to: 
Assess the maintenance and operational needs of the new pari<; 
J?rovide recommendations for the long-term care and programming 
Provide recommendations for the kinds of programs that would be appropriate for the park and that would attract 
users to the park; 
Assist the client in determining the cost for maintenance and operations of the park and to determine appropriate 
revenue streams to offset project costs 
In 2002, ETM was hired to prepare a maintenance plan for Hermann Park, which is also in Houston. D 

2 Descnbe the project's 1mpact on its community. Please be as ~pec1f1c as ~s1ble 

Houston Is not known for its public life. During the 1980s and 1990s, Houstonians rarely ventured into the city other 
than for work, remaining outside the city for cultural or recreational needs. The new pari< has taken a neglected part 
of the downtown and transformed it into an attractive green public space. While increas~ng public space downtown is 
important, just the fact that public space was created was not enough to guarantee the park's success. There are 
many examples throughout the United States of well-designed urban public spaces that are not used and have 
become derelict or taken over by homeless and or drug addicts. So, while creation of the public space was important, 
the most important aspect of the project was the planning for its ongoing use, maintenance and management. 

A program of recommended activities may have been one of the most important factors for the success of Discovery 
Green. Discovery Green has been a tremendous success since its opening. Park visitation has exceeded all 
expectations. Community residents, visitors, and tourists are all visiting the pari< regularly. 



PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE <coNro) 

A well-planned program of activities may be the most important factor 10 determining the long-term success of any 
public space. Trees, paths, lawns, and plantings are the backbone of the park, but people are its life-blood. The 
people who regularly visit the park and enjoy its facilities come for many reasons. Their presence is often an 
attraction for other people who might stay away if it was perceived to be unused and therefore unwelcoming; or too 
empty and therefore unsafe. 
Previously, the "park site, was an open lawn area with adjoining surface parking lots. Special events can attract 
thousands of visitors for a one-time event. While these events are an important aspect for Discovery Green, other 
park programs have been developed that provide a more balanced and continuous attraction to visitors in order to 
strengthen the park's connection with downtown residents and visitors. Houston's thriving art community has 
become a pivotal focal point for innovative and exciting park programs. 

I think that the success of Discovery Green has shown the importance of not only a welkfesigned site, but a well 
though out plan for public programming. These new park programs have been designed to attract park visitors, not 
only for one-off special events, but also to encourage repeat visitation. The park programs have been developed to 
be more than just attract one-time visitors, have been developed and schedule for times when the park is not heavily 
used. In addition, the public programs that have been developed connect the park to the City of Houston through its 
history or its art, cultural and civic organizations 

At this point in time, it's very difficult to point out those aspects that have been the least successful. The park has 
been open for about 6 months, and is still going through its "shake-down· period. After the first season or two, we'll 
begin to get a better understanding of specific events and their impact on park usage and maintenance. 

The successful aspect of Discovery Green is the collaboration between the design team, client and us. Park 
maintenance and programming issues were considered during the design phase and treated as elements of the 
design rather than being considered after the park was designed and built. Treating these elements during the 
design phase allowed us to consider how the park was to be used and maintained while still in design rather than as 
an after thought. This allowed us to consider design and use issues concurrently and make appropriate design 
alterations to account for future use. Considering how the park was going to be used while still in design has resulted 
in less impact on the park design because we did not figure out how the park would be used during the design phase. 

I believe that the inclusion of maintenance and operating issues during the design phase was a key element in the 
success of the park and one of the successful and innovative aspects of this project. 
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1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc. 

The goal of the project was twofold -to create a place that would be a beautiful, green oasis, a respite from the urban 
environment that would welcome all, and to make a place that would provide many different experiences to appeal to 
a diverse range of users. We recognized that the park's immediate context would change dramatically over time and 
that the parking lots surrounding the park would soon be developed for residential and mixed uses, therefore the 
design needed to respond to a future condition as well as current. To help achieve this the urban design of the park 
sets up connections to its surroundings -to downtown and to the Convention Center to the east and west, and to the 
large event venues to the north and south - while also defining its edges in an area of undefined open paved spaces. 
These east /west and north /south axes are of very different characters, paved and active in the north south direction -
a street converted to an urban promenade, and in the east/ west direction green, tree-lined walks, framing the open 
lawns, gardens, and pond. 

It was important that the park be specifically of Houston, not a park that would feel right anywhere else. The park is 
made of local materials and celebrates the landscape of Houston, from the existing avenue of gracious heritage oaks 
to the gardens filled with a rich array of the plants that will grow and thrive in the region's climate to the theme of the 
play area which celebrates Houston's diverse ecology. It was also critical to address the scale of the site, a site that 
seemed scale-less, open and comprehensible all at once. The park's design makes the site seem much larger, a 
sequence of spaces that create outdoor rooms, while still preserving a sense of openness and cohesion as one place, 
a olace that is memorable and soecific to its context. a olace iust riaht for Houston. D 

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design. 

It was most important that the park feel welcome to all, that it have a civic-ness that was not formal but rather inviting 
and fun, a place for families. The desired program for the park was a long list but we also knew that to be successful 
the park needed an open flexibility, the ability for visitors to make their own play, their own place and their own 
program - room for the unscripted and for imagination. Thus the design of the park creates a diversity of spaces 
within a strong and simple framework so that the visitor experiences a sense of discovery flowing from area to area. 

It was also important that the park work for one person and for hundreds, even thousands. The slope that covers the 
entrance ramp to the below grade parking is a daily play hill for kids as well as an amphitheater for scheduled 
performances. The piers over the pond serve the individual seeking quiet isolation as well as the wedding party for 
their pictures with the downtown skyline as the backdrop. The park's design provides for people watching and for 
active participation and it manages to never feel too empty or too full, even if you are one or many. The art is integral 
to the park's design and adds to the sense of discovery and variety of things to do -from Doug Hollis's 'Mistree' and 
'Listening Vessels' which allow intimate conversations across a long distance to the art carts with their travelling play 
equipment. 

But of all of these perhaps the most important is the combination of play, water and food. The interactive fountain is 
almost always full of children of all ages and is placed near the play area and cafe - a combination that attracts the 
whole family and kids of all backgrounds. 



ARCH ITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 1co rD) 

Describe the major challenge~ of des1gnmg thi~ prorect and any d€'~1gn trJde oils or compromises required to complete thr proren. 

There were several major challenges to the design of the park - one was to accommodate the many desired uses for 
the park without creating a 'Disney-like' atmosphere. The Conservancy very much wanted the park to be a draw and to 
be used, active and successful , but they also wanted to be sure that it would be beautiful and gracious, green and cool. 
In the design of the park, which involved an extensive public process, we sought to find ways to edit the program as 
appropriate and to find combination solutions to desired elements. Thus the stand alone tree house instead became 
the publicly accessible upper deck of the restaurant nestled in the boughs of the existing live oaks, and the bocce court, 
putting green and dog runs became part of the structure of the gardens, merely additional garden plots within the 
overall series of different gardens, and the puppet theater became part of the park building, allowing flexibility of its 
ultimate use. This strategic realization of the programming for the park thus gives it an overall open quality and 
predominately green character. 

Another major challenge of the project was the schedule. The City and the Conservancy wanted the park to be 
designed and built within a very tight time frame, one that demanded productivity, quick but thoughtful decisions and 
adaptability in the face of inevitable changes. As the prime consultants for the project we were leading a fairly large 
team of other designers, engineers, specialists and artists and undertaking tasks concurrently that might often more 
typically be sequential. Though challenging this did not lead to significant compromises, a fact that is testament to a 
motivated City and Mayor, dedicated Conservancy, generous philanthropy, excellent management, talented project 
team and good Contractor. 

And finally the other challenge in the designing of the park was to create a place that would answer any and all of the 
occasional skeptical questions about the park's possibility of success- the questions of who would go there, why, and 
would it become one more unused, mostly empty urban space. The park's overwhelming success and continued high 
use answer these challenges . 

.J Describe the ways 1n \\h1Ch the de~1gn reiJte~ to 11~ urban conte\l. 

The park's edges are each distinctly different: Downtown with its dramatic skyline, pedestrian tunnels and rapid transit 
to the west, the Convention Center to the east which is at times quite active and at other times silent, with the zone in 
between, the area that the park would occupy, a seeming wasteland, not easily traversable. To the north an emerging 
neighborhood and major sports venue and to the south a new hotel, parking lots and major event arena. Therefore the 
design had to create both an island of distinction and a place connected to all of the existing and future surrounding 
uses. It was inevitable that the vacant lots would develop soon, and in fact with only the beginnings of the park 
emerging two of the adjacent development parcels were already underway, the park has indeed been a catalyst for 
change in downtown. 

The two directional pedestrian axes of the park have already been described, each with their very different characters, 
but the park also responds to the surrounding streets, and the one way movement systems by which people will drive 
by, visually engage in and access the park. The major interactive fountain becomes the terminus of the view driving 
from downtown and the foreground of the view of the skyline from the Convention Center. The edges of the park on all 
sides become streetscapes that help to mitigate the scale of the streets and that help to transform the district to a more 
urban residential and mixed use character. The urban gardens make a connection from the Hilton Hotel to the park on 
the south and the pond makes a soft edge toward the neighborhood to the north. The sloped amphitheater and the flat 
centra l great lawn address the scale of the Convention Center to the east and invite visitors to cross the street and 
enjoy its pleasures. 

But the most important way that the park responds to its urban context is in its open and welcoming quality, its invitation 
to all users. It is rapidly becoming a mixing bowl for all Houstonians and visitors to Houston, the place the taxi cab 
driver urges you to visit as he brings you into the City from the airport, the place all claim as their park. The design 
makes a place that feels open without feeling vast and that feels contained without feeling isolated, a place that feels 
safe and a place that people return to again and again . 
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1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc. 

The design concept for the architecture at Discovery Green centered on making landscape-oriented buildings that 
would blend seamlessly with the outdoor environment and would be respectful of natural forces and phenomena by 
being truly sustainable. Porches, decks, terraces and outdoor rooms dominate every buill element of the project. 
Boundaries are blurred between indoors and outdoors by the use of deep overhangs, extensive glass and large 
moveable walls. Shade, captured breezes and optimal orientation help to make outdoor spaces comfortable for most 
of the year, even in the hot, humid climate of Houston. Buildings are nestled into existing trees. The Grove restaurant 
is strung long and thin parallel to a double row of live-oaks on the site. Its upstairs deck and event spaces are called 
"The Treehouse" for their intimate integration with the live oak canopies. Even the indoor dining experience is 
dominated by a sense of being under the trees. 

Materials were chosen not only for their natural feel, but also for their sustainable perfonnance. A local Gulf Coast 
brick was selected for its dialogue with older downtown buildings made of similar brick as well as for the fuel economy 
achieved in avoiding transportation of a heavy material over a long distance. Certified sustainably fanned woods were 
specified as well as recycled steel. Heat-reflective sloped metal roofs as well as flat, planted green roofs complete the 
environmentally sensitive materials palette. Huge arrays of photovoltaic panels as well as solar hot water sources (all 
integrated into optimally oriented porch roofs) produce clean renewable energy for the project. 

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design. 

One of the most important goals of the project was to bring together the demographically and ethnically diverse 
Houston population in a place where people of all walks of life would feel comfortable. Both the overall planning and 
the architecture of the project effectively help to achieve this. Upscale patrons on the terrace of the five-star 
restaurant can watch their children playing under the live oaks alongside the children of economy-minded families who 
brought their cooler and blanket to spread under the trees. The architectural character of the park feels studied and 
elegant and, at the same time, warm and comfortable, allowing it to welcome patrons of widely varying backgrounds. 

Synergy of activity in the park is essential. Careful placement of restaurant and cafe spaces so that their patrons are 
visible participants in the park life energizes activities around the park. More infonnal activity spaces like the great 
south-facing porch on the Lake House complement large gathering spaces adjacent to it. 

Even mundane functions like park restrooms are treated with a keen eye toward security, surveillance, and ease of 
maintenance. They are placed in public view beside the administrative offices and offer generous natural light inside. 



ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (coNro) 

3. Describe the major challenges of designing this project and any design trade-offs or compromises required to complete the project. 

One of the major design challenges of any complicated public project such as Discovery Green is to incorporate the 
aspirations of so many different constituencies into the final project. Major stakeholders in Discovery Green included 
not only the Conservancy Board and Houston's Mayor and City Council, but also the Convention Center Administration, 
Houston Arts Alliance and Schiller-Del Grande Group restaurateurs. Of course, the ultimate stakeholders were 
neighborhood groups and individual users. Because this very complicated design process was directed so capably by 
the Conservancy and its staff, there were few tradeoffs that required sacrificing aspects of the project that were critical 
to any of these diverse groups. 

Another major challenge was to create a true interdisciplinary collaboration between landscape architects, architects 
and artists working on the project. The goal was to create a seamless merging of the three disciplines which was, in 
fact, achieved. The roof of the ramp down to underground parking, essential for the architectural performance of the 
garage, becomes sloped seating for the outdoor performance space above and a prominent feature in the landscape 
architects' palette of landforms. The fire stair for the garage is strung long and thin along the edge of the underground 
structure and emerges as two exit pavilions which become the armature for artist Margo Sawyer's colorful works. 
Throughout the park boundaries between art, architecture and landscape architecture are blurred and broken by such 
collaborative efforts. 

4. Describe the ways in which the design relates to its urban context. 

The overall planning of the park, led by the landscape architects, was guided substantially by urban design 
considerations in an effort to knit the park integrally into the fabric of the east side of downtown. The goal of the 
architecture was to reinforce connections to the city outlined in that plan. 

The three primary buildings are all long, thin structures, running east to west, that reinforce the park's role in linking the 
George R. Brown Convention Center on the east with the core of downtown to the west. Though the buildings are low 
and landscape-driven, they also maintain the orientation of the grid of the tall urban buildings downtown. 

The major north-south promenade through the park which links to Minute Maid Ballpark to the north and to Toyota 
Center to the south is also reinforced by architectural elements. A gateway is created through a dialogue between the 
Lake House and the Park Building that frames either side of the promenade at its north end. A prominent terrace 
extends from The Grove at the south end of the promenade to create a sense of action and intensity at that opposite 
gateway to the park. 

All of the buildings are designed with an urban agenda equal to the functional agenda relating to the activities they 
house. They create frames to articulate open spaces and establish edges and paths that help define movement 
through the park. 
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During the development of the project, I was the Mayor's Assistant for Cultural Affairs, employed by the City of 
Houston. In this role, I attended a number of the public planning meetings, and I assisted the Conservancy by 
bringing together a number of the city's cultural leaders to form the park's Art Committee. The committee examined 
the role of art in public parks both nationally and internationally, debated issues such as permanent versus temporary 
exhibits, purpose and accessibility, current needs and future possibilities. The committee was integral in selecting the 
artists chosen to create permanent art features in the park and was also involved in the acceptance and placement of 
the Dubuffet sculpture. Houston has a wide variety of cultural organizations that represent the myriad diverse 
communities of our population, and I also advised the Conservancy on the selection and inclusion of many of these 
small and mid-sized performing arts groups that were involved in the Park's opening activities and continue to 
participate in various programs in the park. And taking a page from one of Houston's most fun and treasured annual 
events, the Art Car Parade, I helped select the artists who then designed "Art Carts" that circulate through the park 
delivering sports equipment such as shuffleboard sticks, bocce balls or golf putters. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

Last month I was speaking with an attorney who offices downtown, and as we finished the conversation, she said, "I'll 
finish this tomorrow. My Pilates class at Discovery Green starts in 15 minutes". Introducing a high-quality public 
space into the fabric of a modern city and the lives of its citizens is a process that takes time. However, the 
excitement that this space has already engendered has been remarkable, from the downtown workers to families who 
make it a cycling destination from their neighborhoods, to the teenagers attending evening concerts. The popular 
Thursday Farmer's Market is reason enough to visit the park. 

From a personal perspective, my father is the president of the Finger Companies, a development company that is 
building a luxury 43-story residential building adjacent to the west side of the park. One Park Place will be the first 
apartment tower built in downtown Houston for over 40 years. The existence of the park convinced him the time was 
right to enter the downtown market, and he believes the popularity and success of the park will attract the 700 or so 
new residents needed to occupy the building. It bears mentioning that this major residential project proceeded 
forward with the park as the incentive; no other tax breaks or incentives from the city were provided. 



OTHER PERSPECTIVE (co ro> 

3. What trade·olfs and compromtses \\t'rt' rPqUirt>cl during the dev<>lopnwnt ol th«:> proJect? Dtd \'OU ll.11t1C1p.JI<' m mal..tng th«:>m' 

As in most civic projects of this size, grandiose ideas and desires necessarily were tempered by budget constraints, 
and the Art Committee felt this quite strongly. In order to stretch our designated dollars, we reached out to the 
selected artists to involve them from the very beginning of the project, enabling them to combine their artistic talents 
with utilitarian needs of the park as a whole. Hence, one artist's piece wraps the garage stairwells, another's provides 
a cooling mist to children and joggers alike, and still another's delights visitors with sound transmission while providing 
a welcome place to sit. 

Rather than cannibalize the overall fund-raising efforts for the entire park, the Art Committee hoped that these initial 
pieces that the budget could accommodate would inspire future private contributions, both for permanent and 
temporary exhibits. 

4 \\'hat do ~ou consider to be the the mo'l .md l«:>.1~t ~uccesstul ,hpects or th1~ project? 

I consider this project to be a home-run, on many levels. The public art pieces add beauty, color, whimsy, interaction, 
curiosity, and excitement. Visitors to Houston, either as conventioneers or those here for business arrive here 
expecting a modern, concrete, and somewhat soul-less city. The park gives those visitors a surprise- a glorious 
green space, a beautiful place to stroll , to breathe, to reflect, to play. 

During construction of One Park Place, it has been remarkable to stand on a balcony and look across the street to the 
playground area of the park, watching so many children squeal as they run through the shallow fountains, hop across 
the playground's suspended aerie or get a dousing from the Mist Tree. No one anticipated the numbers of people that 
almost immediately came to see this first-class amenity for our city, or those that continue to come and enjoy its 
various programs or simply sit and enjoy the beauty. 
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Si nature 

I serve as a member of the art advisory committee and this committee helped craft the approach to art in the park for 
large integrated works, temporary art, gifts, and performance. The art committee participated in project development 
meetings, public meetings, the design team and artist selection process, concept and design review meetings, and 
was convened regularly for project updates. The committee most closely followed the development of the artworks by 
project artists Doug Hollis and Margo Sawyer. In character with the sensory focus of his work, Hollis created art you 
not only see, but get to feel, and speak and listen to. "Mist Tree" is a 15-foot-high-by-22-foot-wlde stainless steel 
stylized form that generates refreshing streams of mist. His 'Listening Vessels" are two parabolas, cut from solid 
limestone and spaced 60 feet apart. Visitors entering the space between the vessels discover they can hear the words 
of another person speaking at a normal volume, a great distance away. Sawyers aptly titled "Synchronicity of Color" is 
made of 1 ,500 aluminum boxes in 65 colors that appear to be solid objects, but cleverly house both exists of the 
underground garage. The art committee continues to meet and advise on new art programming for the park and the 
Discovery Green temporary art program has already been a great success. As a committee we offer expertise in 
public art, youth development and engagement, design enhancement, community development, best policies and 
practices in the arts, and a knowledge base of artists and projects from around the world. The Conservancy works 
with the art advisory committee as both a review body and sounding board for the staff, and together we work by 
consensus. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

Discovery Green has activated a part of downtown Houston that previously inspired liWe consideration as a 
destination by transforming it into a lively public park that attracts people of all ages to participate In the many 
activities available. What used to be an inhospitable checkerboard of empty lots and surface parking is now an 
elegant merger of great art and design with nature. All kinds of people come together at the park; business people 
enjoy lunch and dinner, families play games and see live performance, children climb the play equipment and cool off 
under Doug Hollis' Mist Tree, adults exercise and treat the four-legged family member to one of two dog runs, and 
many are attracted to the farmers market and seasonal ice rink. The park's civic art and architecture is a model of 
excellence in process and creation that has set a high standard for future public spaces. If there were to be a theme 
attributed to the art program, I think it would be that art is ubiquitous, living and relevant to everyone. Much of the art is 
integrated into the functional elements of the park. What could have been merely serviceable access points to the 
underground parking garage are vibrant punctuations of color Margo Sawyer created that engage and entertain as 
you walk around and enter them. Discovery Green provides a great new venue to experience the performing arts too. 
By featuring individual artists and groups of all sizes, in all disciplines, visitors are treated to the breadth of art 
available in the city in a casual atmosphere that makes exploration uncomplicated. Because you do not need to 
commit to purchasing a ticket or remaining in a theater for an entire performance, there is very little risk in seeing 
anything from a modem dance company or an original play for the first time. The Conservancy even found a way to 
make poetry accessible in Discovery Green by featuring the "poetry buskers" of a literary organization. Armed with 
typewriters, poets crafted personalized poems for visitors during the park's opening events. People offered the 
subject or content and returned after a short time to pick up their personal poem. 
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3. What trade-offs and compromises w~re required during d1e development of the project? Did you participate in making lhem? 

I think the most significant issue I participated in was the early public discussion about the choice to create either an 
unprogrammed green space that offered a selling for user-defined activities similar to other parks in the city or a 
project that pursued more of an entertainment approach that initiated engagement. Houston does not have an excess 
of accessible green space and there was serious dialogue about the virtues of what many of us think of as a more 
traditional "park" versus an activity center. Having grown up in a rural wooded area, the notion of replicating that 
experience was very enticing, but after gaining better understanding of the size and character of the site, it became 
clear to me that green space alone was not what was needed. The art budget, while generous, was not extravagant 
and the artists used their dollars strategically in developing their concepts. Throughout the design development the art 
committee and other committees were given presentations and offered feedback and dialogued about managing the 
priorities for the park. The usual suspects of time and money came into play somewhat, but the broad coalition of 
stakeholders and creative partnership was so invested in and supportive of the vision that no significant concessions 
had to be made. 

4. What do you consider to be the the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The least successful aspect is that one project, no matter how grea~ cannot solve a lithe deficits of public spaces and 
parks in the city. Neighborhood investment is still needed and new investment modes will likely be necessary. 
Replicating public-private partnerships like those employed in Discover Green could result in difficult discussions in 
areas with a stronger sense of neighborhood identity and feelings of ownership by the community. To the successes, I 
would say that the biggest thing is that, despite a very very short timeline, the pursuit of excellence was not 
compromised. It is a pretty unbelievable achievement. The Conservancy employed a gold standard from the 
beginning and the highly qualified and gifted staff executed a flawless process of research and public engagement to 
bring together local priorities for the park and best practices of successful public spaces. The thorough integration of 
the arts and creative activities has given Discovery Green a richness that is a tremendous contribution to the 
community. Elements large and small have been touched by creativity. An ordinarily forgettable service item like a golf 
cart was transformed into a dragonfly "Art Cart" for the park while and also highlighting one of Houston's most unique 
cultural events-the annual Art Car Parade of over 200 rolling pieces of public art. The creative team was given the 
room to maximize their talents. The project artists especially were able to thrive because they were engaged from the 
beginning of the design process as team members and encouraged to present their best recommendations. The result 
was that the artists actually developed their own commissions rather than having the "art opportunity" predefined. The 
brilliance of Discovery Green is that Houston lacked any place just like this and I don't think a lot of people even knew 
they wanted it, until it became a reality. 



A bird's eye view of the park completed in May 2006. 

The completed park in April 2008. 

Design and Reality ~ 



View from One Park Place with George A. Brown Convention Center (GAB) in background and Hilton Americas to the far nght. 
North is to the left (and down a bit). Key features (from left to right): 

1. Kinder Lake with Model Boat Basin in foreground and Lindsey Waterside Landing and Dubuffet in the background. 

2. The small white roof is Anheuser Busch Stage and the Fondren Performance Space, which is over the garage entry ramp roof. 
The white roof of the garage lobby is in line with the stage and immediately in front of the GAB 

3. The silver roof to the right of the lake is The Lake House casual restaurant (foreground) and HPL Express (background). 

4. The Gateway Fountain is in the left foreground with playground to the right. 

5. The Alkek Building with the Conservancy's offices, the Children's Stage and public restrooms is to the right of the fountain. 

6. The second sets of roofs to the right of the buildings are the verandas. The dark blue areas 1n the middle of each are arrays of 
solar panels (256 total), which provide about 8"/o of the park's power. 

7. The Jones Lawn (background) and Sarofim Picnic Lawn with Mist Tree (foreground) are in the center of the view. 

8. The red and tan tents are along the Andrea and Bill White Promenade cutting across the site from south to north. 

9. The large live oaks shade The Brown Foundation Promenade. The long tan area in the right foreground is the two dog runs (one 
for small dogs and one for large). 

10. The Grove restaurant is visible to the right of the live oaks canopies, and The Tree House on the second floor looks directly into 
the tree canopies. 

11 . The Wortham Foundation Gardens and the Grace Event Lawn are beyond The Grove. 

MinuteMaid Park (baseball ) is out of view three blocks to the north. Toyota Center (basketball) is out of view one block to the right. 

~) Overall Aerial View 
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The site plan with park featu re names and area map of downtown. The garage is under the Jones Lawn and amphitheater. The An
drea and Bill White Promenade and The Brown Foundation Promenade are the axes that organize the plan, defining 4 activity zones: 

1. Wortham Foundation Gardens: An "outdoor living room" with gardens and games. 

2. Jones Lawn and performance space/stage: Recreation and large events. 

3. Areas along and west of White Promenade: Neighborhood park for families. 

4. Kinder Lake: Natural areas and passive recreation. Site Plan 



The landscape and site features are in a carefully calibrated pattern of lines and spaces opening onto the lake's natural form. 

Wortham Foundation Gardens with The Grove to the left, the Grace Event Lawn and Maconda's Grove in the upper right. 

~) Landscape from Above 



The heritage live oaks are from 100 years ago when Lamar Avenue ran between them and fine homes were shaded by their cano
pies. Four mature live oaks were moved in to complete the alee, and more oaks were planted to extend the area west toward down-

The Andrea and Bill White Promenade is the park's "urban spine" and occupies the old Crawford Street right-of-way. 
The promenade has tent sleeves, electrical and water for easy set-up for festivals, markets and exhibits. 

Park Promenades 



The Wortham Foundation Gardens, which includes a number of small gardens inspired by native vegetation, wildlife habitat principles 
and Houston's gardening traditions. The garden includes seating walls, artwork, a small fountain, game areas and a lawn designed 
for recreation and events. The lawn has 3-phase power and permanent tent footings to allow for quick, easy event set-up. 

~ Landscapes 
The piers have become popular for wedding photos. 



Kinder Lake with its wetland gardens. Monument au Fantome is in the background. 

The McNair Jogging Trail and Kinder Lake at night. 

Landscapes 



The Lake House and Anheuser Busch Stage overlooking the Model Boat Basin with its blue lights. 

Gateway Fountain at Night. 

~ Waterscape at Night 



The Grove nestled in the live oaks and red oaks. The second floor is the open -air "Treehouse", an idea from the public meetings. 
The building is glass on three sides, emphasizing the integration of landscape and architecture, dining and the park. 

The two verandas are modeled on Texas porches. In the winter, they allow in sun 
while in the summer, they catch the breeze and provide deep shade. Architecture 



"Synchronicity of Color" by Margo Sawyer is a favorite photo spot. 
The artwork clads the exterior of the garage stairwells. 

"Recycled Gazebo", a temporary artwork by Dan Phillips who "Listening Vessels", by Doug Hollis who works with natural 
uses found materials. phenomena. 

"Mist Tree", by Doug Hollis , which is adjacent to the playground. Margo and Doug each developed their own concepts and projects 
during master planning. 

~) Art 



A street performer at "Scream on the Green" on Halloween. 

"A competitor in mid-air at "Dock Dogs". 

The park capitalizes on Houston's incredible diversity of talent 
and cultures. 

"Art Car Weekend" brought forms, colors and characters that complemented the park's elegant spaces and architecture. 

Festivals 



Bocce at Maconda's Grove. 

Riding bikes past the Gateway Fountain early in the 

morning. 

~~ Games & Sports 

Frisbee on the Grace Event Lawn. 

Model boats are rented on weekends (except when the basin is con

verted to the ice rink). 



Hanging out with friends at The Lake House. 

While much of the park is active, other areas provide places 
for friends and family to relax and observe. 

Picnicking on a typical (non-event) spring/summer weekend day. 
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The sloping lawn is a very casual atmosphere for performances. 

Families and Friends 



The Bird's Nest is the most popular play feature. 

The playground is inspired by the migratory bird flyway that passes 
over Houston with eggs, feathers, nests and an aerie. 

~) Family Recreation 

The Gateway Fountain, playground and Mist Tree are 
one play environment in warm weather. 



Participant in a free weekly Young Writers Workshop 
held at the HPL Express' Morgan Reading Room. 

Mask-making art class held before Halloween. 

The Houston Zoo holds a "Discovery Series" workshop. 

The park has weekly workshops for kids at the reading rooms and on the stage. 

~\ 
Learning for Kids I 11 'll' 



An afternoon performance by a local dance troupe. 

An outdoor film produced by Aurora Picture Show, a local non-profit focused on avant garde film. 

~ Performing Arts 



Lyle Lovett on a temporary stage in front of 6,000. The Jones Lawn is designed for large concerts with 3-phase power hook-ups. 

The inaugural "One for Doc" concert honored a long-time jazz teacher at Houston's art high school and was headlined by All Jarreau. 

Entertainment 



Tuesday's Pi lates class. 

Saturday morning yoga class. All exercise classes are free and 
attract up to 125 people to a session. 

"Recycling Saturdays" offers an option for Houstonians who 
want to recycle-and visit the park. 

The Green Market began with organic produce and now offers other organic products as well. 

~~ Healthy Living 



"Through the Eyes of a Child" by artist David Graeve, the Buffalo Bayou ArtPark (an art non-profit) and the Conservancy includes 28 
balloons covered with photos taken by children participating in FUUSA's programs. David held a workshop about photography and 
worked with the children to select the photos printed on the balloons. There will be a night on the ice for these children from the Third 
Ward and Acres Home. 

The skating rink at Kinder Lake includes programming -jazz night, outdoor holiday movies, urban music night, uSkating with Santa• , 
and sometimes-snow. The ice rink's and park's power is from solar panels and 100% renewable energy from the grid. 

~ The Holidays !(I 11) 



The Rerfect City Park 
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This eco-friendly space aims to improve the health of visitors and Houston's 
downtown environment. By Erin Shaw Street, photography Van Chaplin 

ouple enjoys a picnic while women tretch into 

j Pilate poses and children run through dancing 
water jets. Houston's new urban park, built amid 

igh-ri es and hotels. spreads out as a welcome 
urst of green in this city center. With my toe in 

the grass and a basil lemonade from T he Lake House in hand, 
l decide that Di covery Green is the kind of park every town 
should ha,•e. 

Debuting in Apri l, Discovery Green chaJienges ,risitor to 
get active outside, connect with thei r neighbors, and shake off 
their expectations about what a publi park i supposed to be. 
Organizers put a lot of thought into plans for a park that would 
draw people outside. T he result is part community center, part 
exerci e hub. part an gallery- and all fun. • l•tr" to f>aKt JON 
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Rethinking Green "The concept of a park in 

the U. . had grown a little stale until recemly:' ays 

Guy Hagstette. presidemofthe Discovery Green 
Conservancy. Guy and his colleagues spent months 
talking with Houstonians. Their goal was to think 

big about the possibilities of this space.'' hich was 
once a parking lot. The final product- 12 acres of 

green space- marks an exciting new phase of down

town development. 
Plus there·s more' green" to the park than its 

sprawling promenades. An ceo-friendly mission 

exists uuoughoul. from the solar panels that line 
the roof of park offices (providing enough energy to 
run the whole building) to the organic wines served 

at the park's cafe. The Lake Hou e. On Recycling 

Saturdays, Houston residents unload their recy

clables and enjoy the area. 

Playtime Central Discovery Green is packed 

with things to delight children. but they eem drawn 
to the ection with the Gateway Fountain. where 
synchronized jets hoot water 14 feet in the air. After 

drying off. the kids climb on the john P. McGovern 

Children·s Playground. constructed to reflect the 

migratory birds that often fly over Houston. 
Just a short walk away I find Kinder Lake, where 

remote comrolled sailboats are available for rental 

on u1e weekends. Come Thanksgiving. part of the 

lake will be corwerted to an ice-skating rink. People 

walk U1eir dogs. m-line skate. and jog on the path 
that winds around the lake and through the park. 

The day I visit l"m kicking myselffor not bringing 

workou t clothes. How often is free lakeside Pilates 

avai lable? At Discovery Green exercise classes are 
scheduled several times a week. For those more 

inclined to enjoy the outdoors from the comfort of a 
lawn chair. free concerts take place at the Anheuser· 

Busch tage. 

A Shady Place To Rest Of course nothing 

is wrong with doing the traditional activities. I relax 
underneath the shade of 100-year-old oak trees. 

where p lenty of benches provide places to read. 
ot that you'd wam to spend too much time sit

ting still- there·s too much to see and do here. In 

addition to the park's interactive ameniues. art is 

staggered throughout the grounds. 
If you visit on a Thursday, you can check out 

the farmers market. T he Grove, Discovery Green's 

upscale restauram. fills its menu with market pro

duce and herbs grown in the restaurant's garden. 

\'\Tho knew a park could be so much fun? At thi 

green. it·s there for your discovery. • 

Discovery Green: The park is open 6 a.m.-11 p.m. 

daily. For more informacion visit www.discovery 

green.com. or call (713) 400-7336. 



1 Make 1t a fam1ly outmg \'llhat better way to 
. enJOY a weekend than spendmg an after

noon w1th the k1ds at the park? Check ahead 
to find out if park equ1pment and actJVllies are 
age-appropnate 

2 Put on your running (or 1"alkmg) shoes . 
• Many parks have tra1ls for runmng and 

walk mg. A walk 1n nature can be good for the 
body and mmd 

3 Take a workday break V1si! your local park 
. dunng lunchtime. Packmg a healthful 

lunch can save you money and calones 

4 EnJOY concerts. Many public parks host 
• free or low-cost concerts, a fun way to 

check oullocal or reg10nal a rUsts 

5 P1ck up rackets or bounce balls. Check 
. mto the ava1!ab1llty of tenms or basketball 

courts. If you don't have the equipment, borrow 
from your park. 

6 Try somethmg new Consult locatllstings 
• for classes Parks are great places to learn 

how to exerc1se, dance. or garden. 

7 Connect w1th your ne1ghbors. Parks help 
. bu1ld commumlles-a vlSlt to a park may 

prov1de an opportumty to meet a new fnend 

8 Shop for locally grown food. Some parks 
. offer regular farmers markets. where you 

can purchase freshly harvested, local food
good for you and for the local economy 

9 Read. Expand your mmd with a new book . 
• and enJOY 1l w1th your toes m the grass 

10 Get mvolved Have an 1dea for how your 
. local park could better serve you? Call 

your parks and recreation board w1th the sug
gestion. Better yet. cons1der volunleenng your 
time to work hand m hand w1th park officials 

SOUTHERN LIVING OCTOBER 2008 
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Downtown Trans ormation 
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"There is no question about it: downtown Houston 
is certainly becoming greener," remarks Bob Eury, 
president of Central Houston Inc. and executive direc
tor of the Houston Downtown Management District, 
organizations that over the past decade have facili
tated many of the more than $4 billion in public and 
private projects that has transfonmed the central busi
ness district of the nation's fourth-largest city. "We 
now have two 'bookends' downtown-Discovery Green 

and the Sabine Promenade." A $15 million project led 
by the Buffalo Bayou Partnership, the Sabine Prom
enade has hike and bike trails, bayou-themed public 
artwork. and a pedestrian bridge that links the north 
and south sides of the bayou. "We expect Discovery 
Green will someday become as synonymous with 
Houston as Millennium Park is with Chicago." 

Bold initiatives such as Discovery Green and the 
Sabine Promenade are only one part of downtown 
Houston's continuing evolution from a stark. seemingly 
desolate urban area to a lively, robust, and prosperous 

metropolitan district. Since the early 1990s, Houston, 
through various public/private partnerships, has method
ically undertaken a multibillion-dollar effort to showcase 
its strengths and new urban amenities. 

Downtown Houston is not only home to two 
major professional sports venues-Minute Maid Park 
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for baseball and Toyota Center for basketball and 
hockey-but also a growing theater district and resi
dential community. According to Eury, over the past 
decade some 70 percent of Houston's downtown 
blocks have been rebuilt, providing the area with 
a new face and a vastly improved quality of place. 
Houston's light-rail transit system-construction of 
which began only a decade ago-continues to help 
spur development not only in the downtown area, 
but also in adjacent neighborhoods, such as Mid
town, the Washington Corridor, and the East End. 

"Over the last decade, downtown Houston has 
experienced remarkable growth and revitalization," 
Eury adds. "Billions of dollars have been invested 
in improving infrastructure, renovating buildings, 

expanding transportation, and new development." 
Many cities today continue to add bricks and 

mortar. What sets the Houston transfonmation apart 
is the emphasis on green. Discovery Green will be 
Houston's new backyard, "a place that everyone 
feels they own, that they are proud of- a sort of 
outdoor window for the city," says Guy Hagstette, 
president of the Discovery Green Conservancy. "It's a 
major, yet subtle, transfonmation. People's appetites 
have been whetted, and since the park has opened 
it has been a major draw for families and visitors. 

People now have more positive feelings, and they 
associate it with the changing face of Houston." 

Projects such as Discovery Green are credited with 
spurring other developments, including Houston's first 
new downtown high-rise luxury apartment residences 
in 40 years-the 37-story One Park Place, developed 
by the locally based Finger Companies and scheduled 
for completion next spring. Scheduled to open this 
month is the $170 million Houston Pavilions, with 
20o,ooo square feet (18,600 sq m) of office area and 
36o,ooo square feet (33,400 sq m) of retail space 
to include the House of Blues, Lucky Strike Lanes, 
as well as much-needed soft-goods retailers. Other 

proposed projects alongside Discovery Green include 

a second major convention headquarters hotel and 
Discovery Tower, a new Class A office building. 

The 23-acre (9.3-ha) Sabine Promenade includes hiking and 
bicycling trails, and a pedestrian bridge that links the north 
and south sides of Buffalo Bayou. 



On The Move 
Light Rail Comes to Houston 

THE NATION'S FOURTH-LARGEST 

city has not just been making strides 

in becoming more green and pedestri

an friendly. It has made major improve

ments in mobility as well. 

After decades of debate and years of 

fighting, Houston constructed a 7-s-mile 

(12-km) light-rail system early this 

decade that runs along Main, Fannin, 

and San jacinto streets and serves the 

new Reliant Park-home of the Houston 

Texans and the Houston livestock Show 

and Rodeo-as well as convention facili 

ties, the Texas Medical Center complex, 

the Museum District, and downtown. 

Light rail has been a tremendous 

boon to downtown Houston, accord-

ing to E. D. Wulfe, president of local 

real estate firm Wulfe & Co., who led 

the referendum that paved the way 

for the city's first Main Street rail line. 

"With about 45,000 people a day taking 

MetroRail, it's one of the most success

ful new light-rail systems in the coun

try," he says. "It enhances mobility and 

movement and allows people who work 

along the corridor, the medical center, 

or downtown to travel between the 

various activity centers without getting 

into their cars. It has eliminated a lot of 

traffic-and pollution-from our roads." 

In growing cities such as Houston, 

alternative means oftransportation are 

absolutely necessary today, says Wulfe. 

"Because of congestion, cars aren't the 

only viable public transportation," he 

explains. "Houston is becoming more 

densely populated, and mobility has 

become an issue. You can only widen 

Houston's freeways so much." 

The introduction of Metro Rail has 

also changed the perception of visiting 

downtown, says Bob Eury, president of 

Central Houston Inc. and executive direc

tor of the Houston Downtown Manage

ment District. "It's an entirely different 

mode of transportation for Houstonians, 

who have always liked their cars," he 

explains. "With light rail, many people 

don't need to get into their cars to get 

downtown or to the medical center. They 

can use light rail, which is spurring new 

transit-oriented developments." 

Years ago, Eury notes, Houston's Main 

Street lost its luster as shops closed, busi

nesses fled to the suburbs, and residents 

were leery about venturing downtown. "lt 

had become pretty fortom. But light rail 

has revived Main Street." 

For instance, International devel

oper Hines has begun construction of 

the 1 million-square- foot (93,ooo-sq

m) Main Place, a 46-story office tower 

along the main line on Main Street. 

Designed by New Haven, Connecticut

based architecture firm Pickard Chilton 
and forecast for completion in 2011, the 

structure Is precertlfied Silver under 

the Leadership in Energy and Environ

mental Design (LEED) rating system. 

Houston's light-rail system also 

has spawned new businesses and 

enhanced existing ones along the line 

and allowed Metro to remove more 

than 6oo buses from city streets. "The 

success of this line goes beyond any

thi ng we anticipated and proves that 

Houstonians will ride the rail, finding 

it a valuable way to get to work, week

end outings, and sporting events," 

Houston's Ught-rail system is credited with 
being a boost to the downtown area, especially 
Main Street. A 46-story office tower, Main Place 
(shown In a rendering) is currently under 
construction along Main Street. 

says Frank Wilson, president and chief 

executive of the Metropolitan Transit 

Authority of Harris County. 

The transit system has been so suc

cessful that its board of directors last 

year approved expansion of the light

rail system to five new areas of the 

city- downtown, midtown, the Museum 

District, the Texas Medical Center, and 

Reliant Park. Construction is expected 
to begin next year. " Rail has been a tre

mendous boost for downtown Houston. 

People have options now instead of 

driving,'' says Eury. 

"Light rail has opened arts and 

theaters to more residents, who can 

now travel effortlessly to and from the 

symphony, museum, and theater with

out ever getting in a car,'' adds Wulfe. 

" Light rail has helped breathe new life 

into downtown Houston and helped 

alleviate parking constraints up and 
down the line." - M.S. 
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DlscoveJV Green, envisioned as a new kind of 
urban park to bring together the city's diverse, 
cosmopolitan population, Includes a lake, a 
five-star restaurant, and a casual cafe. 

rent to bad behavior is when you allow 

thousands of happy citizens to gather 

together in a place they consider their 

own. That is the key reason why Discov
ery Green feels so safe," he says. 

The response of Houston residents to 

Discovery Green has been enthusiastic. 

In its first four months of operation, more 

than 23o,ooo people visited the park, 
and attendance at individual events has 
surpassed 75,ooo. When asked about the 
response of his constituents to the park, 

White says, "Go look on any weekend and 
you will get your answer- hundreds if not 
thousands of people from all over the city 
enjoying the park, including families with 

their young children, people walking their 

dogs, couples listening to a concert, and 

natives bringing their out-of-town friends 

to the park to show off their city." 

The hoped-for revitalization of the 

east side of downtown is well underway. 

" From its announcement, Discovery 

Green has shaped new development on 
2 downtown's east side with nearly S4oo 

Reprinted with permission from Urban Land, October 2008. Published by ULI-Urban Land 
Institute, 1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W., Suite 500W, Washington, DC 20007-5201 

million of projects now under construc

t ion and another half billion dollars of 

development soon to follow," says Bob 

Eury, president of Central Houston Inc., 
a private nonprofit corporation sup
ported by area businesses and institu

tions. "Our vision of a high-density park 
district neighborhood is quickly becom

ing a reality." 
A 37-story multifamily residential 

tower, One Park Place, developed by 
the Houston-based Finger Companies, 

has topped out across the street from 
Discovery Green. The first new residen

tial high-rise to be built in downtown 

Houston in decades, its promotional 
material makes it clear that its location 
on the park is a big selling point for 

moving downtown. Discovery Tower, a 

30-story office building developed by 
Dallas-based Trammell Crow, is cur

rently rising on the north side of the 
park, and its promotional release also 

cites the park as an amenity. 

"The public really responds to high

quality, well-managed public space in 
an urban area," Hagstette says. " Down

town sites offer unique opportunities 
to include activities that enhance life 
and generate revenues for ongoing 

operations." Observes Brady Carruth, 
Kinder's recent successor as chair of the 

Discovery Green Conservancy, the most 
important lesson from Discovery Green 
is "to show Houstonians what can be 

accomplished when local government 
and private interests come together 

with a vision to create a better city." 

lAWRENCE W. SPECK, anardllectanddesign 
pnoopal f()( PageSouthec1an( is on the tao.itv 
of the School of Architecture at the University 
Of Texas al Austin. MARY MARGARET JONES 

is semor principal of Hargreaves Associates, a 
landscape architecture and planmng firm. 
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by the boughs of a double row of live 
oak trees already at the site, crosses the 
spine and connects the downtown core 
to the convention center. 

Though the conservancy board mem
bers wanted a range of activities and 
programs, they also wanted the park 
to provide areas for respite. The park 
accommodates a wide range of activi
ties while still providing the experience 
of a green oasis. The major challenge 
presented to the design team was to 
keep the park green while providing the 
diverse programming desired. 

The result is a place that celebrates 
Houston 's garden heritage, but also fea
tures a wide range of amenities, including: 
I> a five-star restaurant; 
I> a casual cafe; 
I> an interactive water feature; 
I> a one-acre (0.4-ha) lake suitable for 
sailing remote-controlled boats in 
summer or for ice skating in winter; 
I> an old world Italian bocce ball court 
and a down-home Texas horseshoe 
pitch, both set within gardens; 
I> a scenic jogging trail; 
I> a putting green; 
I> a pair of dog runs for large and small 
breeds; and 
I> a great lawn for casual sports and 
large gatherings. 

"If there is a universal comment, it 
is surprise that there is so much to do 
in just 12 acres without the park feeling 
crowded," notes Guy Hagstette, presi
dent of the conservancy. "The conser
vancy's initial focus on activating the 
park, combined with the design team's 
elegant site plan, really paid off." 

The conservancy also wanted the 
park to meet high standards of sus
tainable design and to integrate art. 
Designed to qualify for Gold certifica
tion under the U.S. Green Building 
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Council's leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) rating 
system, the park incorporates 256 
photovoltaic and solar hot water pan
els funded by a $1 million gift from 
Houston-based BP America. Building 
o rientation and extensive shading 
devices also harness and deflect the 
sun's light and heat. 

Century-old trees on the site were 
protected and preserved and are supple
mented by other large trees saved from 
destruction elsewhere. The design em
phasizes native and climate-adapted 
plants and uses local materials wherever 
possible to reduce the energy consump
tion required to transport materials man
ufactured far away. Ught-rail access and 
bike racks sprinkled through the park 
encourage alternatives to the dominant 
car culture of Houston. 

Art and its integration into the overall 
design and activities ofthe park are a 
prevailing theme of Discovery Green. 
Sawyer's Synchronicity of Color consists 
of multicolored panels covering the 
interior stairwells and the exterior walls 
of the underground parking structure on 
the south side of the park's great lawn. 
Hollis's water sculpture Mist Tree, near 
the children's playground, creates an 
ironic blur between built and natural 
forms, and his carved limestone sculp
tures Listening Vessels, placed in a quiet 
garden, invite the same kind of participa
tory engagement as the rest of the park. 
French artist jean Dubuffet's grand, static 
Monument au Fantome, a $7 million 
donation from a downtown real estate 
investor, is also located in the park. 

"From day one, our board was fo
cused on the long-term funding required 
to create and sustain a world-class ur
ban park," comments Kinder. "Without 
the money, the rest is just talk." 

Besides the initial fund raising ef
fort, four continuing funding streams 
for the park were identified: 
I> Houston is committed by contract to 
provide S7so,ooo per year, adjusted 
for inflation, for maintenance and secu
rity-a sum estimated to be equivalent 
to the costs the city would have in
curred if it managed the park itself. 
I> Rent from the park's restaurant and 
cafe is projected to produce another 
S750,ooo per year. Rent is calculated as 
a pure percentage of gross sales, which 
currently are exceeding expectations. 
I> The conservancy will hold a major gala 
every other year with a goal of supplying 

an average of $6oo,ooo to S750,ooo an
nually. The first gala, held in February, 
met the high end of that goal 
I> Through programming sponsor
ships and rent from private events, the 
conservancy plans to raise another 
$6so,ooo to S75o,ooo each year. 

Safety in the park has been a major 
operational concern. Security guards and 
field staff patrol the site 24 hours a day. 
Off-duty Houston police officers on bike 
patrol supplement permanent staff when 
the park is particularly active, and security 
cameras provide additional observation 
and monitoring. Security in the park is al
so provided by what Hagstette refers to as 
"crime prevention through environmental 
design": the park's spaces are visually 
continuous, light levels are high, and the 
buildings' broad expanses of glass pro
vide "eyes on the park." "Many visitors 
have commented about how comfortable 
they are entering the park. The activity, 
site plan, and design have created an in
herently safe environment," he says. 

White also credits this combination 
of a professional security presence and 
citizen self-patrol with creating the feel
ing of safety in the park. "The best deter-



Houston's New Park 

Discovery Green 
DISCOVERY GREEN, A $122 MILLION, 

12-acre (4-9 ha) park with a lake, a 

restaurant, and a cafe located amid 

commercial and residential towers 

in downtown Houston, is the product 

of efforts by civic leaders who envi

sioned a new kind of urban park-one 

that would draw together the city's 

diverse, cosmopolitan population. 

The park, which occupies the equiv

alent of eight city blocks on the east 

side of downtown, is located across 

the street from the George R. Brown 

Convention Center, a block from the 

Toyota Center sports and entertain

ment arena where the Houston Rockets 

play, and two blocks from Minute Maid 

Park, home of the Houston Astros. Pre

viously dominated by parking lots that 

remained empty except for periodic 

surges during events at the three large 

venues, the area lacked continuous 

everyday activity. 

Houston Mayor Bill White and a group 

of civic leaders initiated a public/ private 
partnership to secure the site for a down

town park in mid-2004. The city agreed 
to contribute 64 acres (2.6 ha) of land 

and $7.9 million toward the acquisition 

of an additional 54 acres (2.2 ha) for 

$24 million. The city council later ap

proved $21.5 million for construction of 

a 670-car garage under the park to serve 

the convention center. The city deeded 

the land to the Houston Downtown Park 

Corporation, a public government corpo

ration, which entered into agreements 

with the Discovery Green Conservancy, a 

private nonprofit formed by initial donors 

to the project, to develop and operate 

the park. The conservancy then raised 

more than $54 million in private funds 

to supplement the city's contributions 

of land. Gifts from four Houston philan

thropic giants-the Brown Foundation, 

the Wortham Foundation, the Houston 

Endowment, and the Kinder Foundation

led the fund raising effort, which eventu

ally included hundreds of donors. 

The conservancy board invited repre

sentatives from cities across the country 

to make presentations in Houston on 

what makes a downtown park success

ful and active. Project for Public Spaces, 

an urban and public space planning 

nonprofit organization based in New 

York City, helped orchestrate a series of 

public workshops and focus groups that 

contributed to the creation of a detailed 

program of activities and spaces. 

In spring 2005, the conservancy 
conducted an international search 

for designers, eventually selecting a 

team led by the San Francisco land

scape architecture and planning firm 

Hargreaves Associates and including 
the Houston office of the architecture 

firm PageSoutherlandPage and local 

landscape architect Lauren Griffith. In 

addition, artists Margo Sawyer of Elgin, 

Texas, and Doug Hollis of San Francisco 
were on the team to identify art proj

ects as part of the site plan and to pro

duce commissioned works. A team of 

local and International engineers and 

consultants was added as site planning 

and design progressed. 

The conservancy board worked 

closely with the team over a 14-month 

design and documentation period. 

In addition, the public participation 

process continued with workshops to 

Art projects were Installed throughout the 
12-acre (4-9-ha) Discovery Green, including 
San Francisco artist Doug Hollis's stainless
steel water sculpture Mist Tree. 

solicit input, refine the program, and 

generate a constituency for the park's 

future. "A civic project of this magnitude 

is hard work, and it requires the passion 

and commitment of so many people to 

succeed," notes Nancy Kinder, former 

chair of the conservancy board. 

The design of the park emphasizes 

connectivity to the city surrounding it. 

A north-south promenade replaced a 

street that had bisected the site and cre

ates linkages to the ballpark to the north 

and the arena to the south. The major ac

tivities of the site are clustered along this 

promenade. An east-west path, shaded 
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MetroRail, Houston's J.s-mile (12-km) light-rail transit system, connects downtown to 
other major activity centers, including Midtown, the Museum District, the Texas Medical 
Center, and Reliant Park. Ridership on Metro Rail averages about 45,000 people per day. 

86 URBAN LAND OCTOBER 2008 

Already, the Sabine Promenade-the city's new 
23-acre (9.3-ha) segment of the Buffalo Bayou Walk 
downtown, the result of a historic public/private part
nership to revitalize downtown's urban waterfront-is 
credited with breathing new life into the activities 
along Buffalo Bayou, which include live music events, 

canoe trips, boat rentals, hikes, and educational 
family events. 

"The project has taken a neglected segment 
of the bayou and transformed it into an attractive 

and exciting gateway to downtown Houston," says 
Houston Mayor Bill White, who has been a strong 
advocate of the downtown transformation. "Hous-
ton is a global city competing for jobs with a highly 
skilled and highly mobile workforce. We have some 

distinct advantages, such as the relatively low cost of 
housing, but we have to keep Houston a place where 
people want to work, play, and live." 

These changes to Houston's skyline present a 
stark contrast to the 1980s and 1990s, when Hous
tonians rarely ventured into the central business dis
trict other than to work, preferring instead to remain 

' within the confines of their gated communities and 
drive to the local mall for entertainment. 

This is why many residents consider Discovery 
Green one of the best chances Houston has to 
preserve a significant amount of green space down
town. The mayor says he expects Houston's central 
business district to see more residential, retail, and 
streetscape development that will make downtown 
not just a destination for jobs and entertainment, 
but also a neighborhood with a style all its own. 

"These developments are significant in and of 
themselves," notes White. "But, they also will help 

Houston keep the momentum and dynamism the city 
has created over the past few years. The fact that sig
nificant amounts of private dollars are being put into 

these projects is a statement about the confidence 
many people have in the city's future in general- and 
in the central business district in particular." U... 

MIKE SHERIDAN is a financial journalist based in Parsippany, 
New Jersey. 
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Going ~Green' 

in Houston 
The Beer Can House isn't the 

only new attraction in Houston. 
A 12-acre urban park called Dis

covery Green officially opens April 
13 in downtown Houston, aci'Oss 
from the George R. Brown Conven
tion Center and near several of this 
sports-crazed town's stadiums, in
cluding Minute Maid Park. 

This new playground - a petite 
version of ow- Millennium Park 
is a gem of greenspace in a city that 
already boasts more acres of park
land than any other major U.S. city. 
It's a Sl22 million project that fea
tures public art, a lake for model 
boating, an amphitheater for live 
per·formances, a children's play
gi'Ound and fountains to help you 
cool off from the humid Houston 
heat. Some 75 art, cultural and 
community events are scheduled 
this spring and summer (www.dis
coverygreen.com). 

The park also has what's poised to 
be one of the best. restaurants in 
town. TI1e Grove is a sleek, comfort
ably upscale eatery serving fantastic 
steak, seafood and rotisserie special
ties created by James Beard Award
winning chef Robert Del Grande of 
Houston's Cafe Annie fame. 

I've never been a fan of deviled 
eggs - until I had them at the 
Grove. The duck meatballs and 
tempura shrimp appetizers also 
were delisb. Even if you're not hun
gry, it's worth dropping by for a 
drink. lt's an architecturally beauti
ful space, wjth an all-glass exterior 
overlooking the park. Www.the 
grovehousto11.com; (713) 337-7321. 
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of the new Discovery Green park. 
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PARK: Diverse activities 
keep people coming 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE Bl 
neu the park are proceeding, 
with One Park Place and an 
office building called Discovery 
Tower under construction. A 
planned Embassy Suites hotel 
nearby has been stalled because 
an ongoing credit crunch has 
forced the developer to look for 
new financing. 

Business at The Grove, an 
upscale restaurant in the park. 
has exceeded expectations 
since it opened in january, said 
Lonnie Schiller of Schiller Del 
Grande. The company operates 
the Grove and the Lake House, 
a casual restaurant also in 
Discovery Green. 

The Lake House, Schiller 
s.lld, tends to be busy when the 
park is busy, but isn' t yet 
attracting much lunch business 
from office workers. "People 
downtown haven't quite 
figured it out," Scluller wd. 

Discovery Green also has 
been an important asset for the 
George R. Brown Convention 
Center, Hagstelte said. 

Conventioneers frequently 
visit the park, Hag:stetle said, 
w~lking over for lunch or just 
to relax on a bench and watch 
the kids play. One convention 
group, the American Wind 
Power Association, booked 
Discovery Green for a private 
concert with singer Lyle Loven 
that drew several thousand 
guests, Hagstene said. 

Since planning for Discovery 
Green began in 2004, a 
primary goal has been to keep 
the puk filled with people by 
offering a diverse range of 
programs and activities. 

That task has fal len to 
Theis, the programming 
director, whose choices have 
reflected the quirky sensibility 
that was evident in the 25 year~J 
she directed the Orange Show,11o 
a folk art center in southeast 
Houston that began in the 
I 950s as an homage to its 
creator's favorite fruit. 

A chance to improve their 
grandsons' writing skills 
brought Bob and Sylvia 
Mulcahy tO Discovery Green on 
Saturday. The boys, Cole 
McEldowney, 8, and his 
brother Brock, 6, spent more 
than an hour in a writing 
workshop offered every 
~turday at the park by the 
nonprofit Writers m the 
Schools program. 

The boys sat on a sofa with 
7·year·old Kennedi Harris as 
instructors Kent Shaw, 37, and 
Jennifer Aguirre, 31 , 
encouraged them to "free 
write"- a rnade·up story, an 
account of their day or 
whatever struck their fancy. 
The children clutched their 
pens and labored over the pages 
attached to clipboards they 
hel~ ~n.th_eir laps. 

ERIC UYN[ 1 CURONICLE Fft £ 
IN THE SWING OF THINGS: Juhan Garcia attended the official 
opemng of Discovery Green oo April l3. 

boys' school will be using the 
Writers in the Schools program 
in rhe fall, and they wanted to 
give them a taste of it now. Cole 
and Brock enjoyed riding the 
Metro train downtown from 
their home near Rice 
Uruversity, she said, and were 
looking forward to some time 
on the playground after they 
finished writing. The writing 
workshops are part of the mix 
of culture, entertainment, 
education and sheer fun that 
Theis is trying to achieve in the 
park's activities. Originality 
also is important, she said. 

"They hired me because 
they wanted the park to have 
that kind of freshness," Theis 
said. 

One example, she said, was a 
June event called "Dock Dogs," 
a competition for dogs jumping 
off a dock imo a pool of water. 
More than 140 dogs competed. 

"People want authenticity 

someone would travel from 
Arka.nsas with his dog because 
he's so proud of the dog's 
jumping ability.• Theis said. 

The weekly green market at 
the park, she said, is a response 
to the same public yeanung for 
authenticity: "You're meeting 
r he farmer who raised your 
cabbage." 

milte.snyder@chron.com 
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Park gives 
Houston's 
art culture 

• an oasts 

COURTESY JIM LACOMBE 

Listening Vessels at Discovery 
Green encourage conversation. 

BY TRACY L BARNEIT 
EXPRES.S·NEWS TRAVEL EDITOR 

H OUSTON - Lmrnging in 
the breezy shade of The 
Treehouse, the baloony 

dining area of The Grove restau
rant among the branches of 
hundred-year-old live oaks, one 
can easily forget that one is sur
rounded by towering structures 
of concrete and steel, an urban 
heat island that extends for 
m iles in every direction. It's 
even easier to forget what this 
spot once oon tained: a sea of 
parking lots separated by a strip 
of patchy grass, some lonely
looking gardens, a half-dead wil
low and a few oak trees strug
gling to survive. 

''It was a pretty uninspiring 
location," says Guy Hagsrette, 
president of the group that 

See DISCOVERY /3K 
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brought this transformation 
about. "It felt pretty bleak and 
isolated."' 

Take a walk on these same 12 
acres at the heart of downtown 
Houston today and you'll see a 
much different view: broad ex
panses of grass, tree-lined prome
nades and lush gardens extend
ing in every direction. Children 
play in fountains and on colorful, 
bird-shaped play structures; 
farmers set up tables and sell 
their fresh produce; people fly 
kites, juggle or feed the birds; 
fanciful sculptures draw the eye. 
As I write these words, the basin 
of a one-acre lake is filling up 
with cold, clear water, and model 
boats will soon be plying those 
waters. And if you oome at the 
right time, a musician or even a 
whole band m ight be giving a 
free concert jazz, classical, rock, 
Latin, fusion - anything might 
happen at Discovery Green. the 
grand new public space at the 
heart of the city of concrete and 
steel. 

Conceived, coordinated and 
constructed all in the oourse of 
four years, this park promises to 
be a big draw for locals and out
of-towners alike. Public art, inter
active fountains, open stages and 
bocce courts are just a few of the 
featw.-es, and on any given week
end, the offerings can range from 
an art car show to a kite festival 
to an Indonesian gamelan oon
cert The two-pronged emphasis 
of this park will be to promote 
the talents of local ar tists and to 
connect people to their environ
ment. And for out-of-towners in 
Houston for a convention or a 
ballgame, the location is ideal -
just across from the George R. 
Brown Convention Center and 
between two major ballparks. 

·'We're a little different from 
San Antonio, where the plea
sures of the city are immediately 
visible to any visitor," said Su
sanne Theis, programming direc
tor. ' 'We ha~ a wonderful com
munity of performers and visual 
artists - that's one of our great 
strengths, but Houston doesn't 
make it easy to find. We're so 
spread out, and there are just not 
spaces that bring us together. 
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This park bas the chance to do 
that, to begin to make the people 
more aware of who we are, and 
who each other is:• 

The Grove is the innovative 
restaurant at the entrance of Dis
covery Green, and sitting under 
those lush boughs sipping a cold, 
freshly made lemonade is proba
bly the best way to begin your 
tour. Managed by Schiller Del 
Grande, an acclaimed Houston 
restaurateur, The Gro\'e features 
an eclectic menu with a pen
chant for the fresh and the local; 
a rooftop garden is being culti· 
vated v.rith plans to incorporate 
the freshly grown herbs into the 
menu. The group is also on the 
\'erge of opening anothe~ family· 
oriented restaurant for the bud
get-minded or those in a hurry: 
The Lake House, just across the 
way, will offer another dining ex· 
pet;ence for those in more of a 
burger-and-fr ies mood. 

Disoovery Green sponsored its 
first public event on March 1 
with a lineup of big-name per
formers from La Mafia to Al Jar
reau. Meanwhile, the bulldozers 
still rumbled in the background, 
working long hours to finish 
what is now Kinder Lake, one of 
the centerpieces of the urban 
green space. A thousand people 
gathered on the lawn in front of 
the stage, while hundreds of oth
ers wandered the promenades or 
dined or sipped wine on the deck 
of the nearby restaurant. The 
lights of the skyscrapers sparkled 
in the background, and I thought 
to myself Now this is a city park. 

Now, a month later; organizers 
are putting on the finishing 
touches for the official grand 
opening, to be held Aprill3. This 
event will be more typical of a 
normal Sunday in the park, with 
a range of local perfonners and 
family-oriented eventS. Headlin· 
ers incltxie a Car Horn Concerto 
performed by the Art Guys and a 
group of Houston's wacky art car 
enthusiasts; the Kaminari Taiko 

Drummers, rep
resenting the vi
brantly interna
tional face of the 
city; and Musiqa, 
a oontemporary 
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classical ensem
ble, demonstra-
ting Houston's 
more sophisti-
cated side. 

Throughout 
the day, a full 
lineup of activ
ities will include 
a Green Market, 
model boat races, 
a puppet show, 
kites, kayaks and 
Clydesdales, face 
painting, a poetry 
stand where po
ets provide verse 
on demand and 
much more. 

"We wanted to 
introduce Hous
ton to the park in 
the way they'll be 

likely to experience it," said Dis
covery Green Conservancy Presi
dent Guy Hagstette. 

How it came to be 
Turning these slabs of cement 

into carpets of green was a pet 
project of Houston Mayor Bill 
White, and he was able to get 
some major philanthropists on 
board, including the Brown, Kin
der and Wortbam foundations 
and the Houston Endowment. 
The project took on a life of its 
own; a private, nonprofit Discov
ery Green Conservancy was 
formed, and the project was an
nounced in early 2004. By the end 
of the year, the first $35 million 
had been raised. By the thne it 
was over, the project had a price 
tag of $122 million - with the 
city contributing about half of 
that. 

''The conservancy was formed 
the day the City Council ap
proved the land purchase, and we 
were off to the races," Hagstette 
said. 

A series of public meetings 
was announced to allow Housto
nians to help plan their park, 
and a contest was held to come 
up with a name. Of more than 
6,200 entries, it was the suggest
ion of Kim Borja, a father of two 
sons, who suggested the winning 
name. It encapsulated the es
sence of what the public had 
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wanted in this park: a sense of 
the rmexpected, of eXcitement 
and learning, of vibrancy and na
ture and beau()[ 

"Discovery Green" it was, 
then. 

More than just a color 
The idea of a green space, how

ever, was to be more than a park 
with grass and trees. It was also 
to be a demonstration project for 
the latest in environmentally sen
sitive development and technol
ogy The Jist of goals is bnpres
sive, beginning with the pursuit 
of a "Gold Level" designation 
from the U.S. Green Building 
Council. Thanks to a $1 million 
donation from BP America, 256 
solar panels were installed on the 
park's buildings. Besides preserv
ing the Jive oaks already on the 
proper()[ several more century
old oak trees slated for felling in 
other parts of the city were saved 
and transplanted, as unruffied 
and stately as if they'd always 
been shading the promenade 
where they now stand. 

Great care has been taken in 
the procurement of the materials 
- every effort was mada to lo
cate nearby sources to keep gas 
consumption for transportation 
to a minimum. Sustainably har
vested wood has been used 
tbronghout the park. Air quality 
has been a priority, so no formal
dehyda-treated materials were 
used. Bike racks are placed 
tbronghout the park to encour
age alternative transportation, 
and the park is near the Houston 
Metro light rail !ina. 

The park's programming will 
include a regular lineup of envi
ronmental education presenta
tions, such as demonstrations of 
green products, and fun things to 
do with recycled materials. The 
Houston Public Library Express 
(which, by the way, provides a 
free Wi-Fi signal that is available 
throughout the park) will feature 
an environmentally themed book 
collection, and the American 
Wildiife Federation has developed 
a curriculum for the children's 
program. The playground, with 
its bird-themed play structures, 
aims to teach about the region's 
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role along the migratory flyway. 

Art for the people 
What do Houston's famous 

Beer Can House, the Art Car Pa
rade and Discovery Green have 
in common? 

The answer is a small, blond 
woman who seems nonnal 
enough on the exterior, but who 
has played godmother to the 
city's weird and wonderful arbs
tic extremes for a quarter of a 
century. 

Discovery Green's choice for 
programming director gives an 
intriguing taste of what the fu
ture holds in terms of the park's 
progranuning. Susanne Thets, 
who served for 25 years as the ex
ecutive director of Houston's Or
ange Show for Visionary Arts, 
has nurtured the city's passion 
for popular and folk art and its 
propensity for the unexpected. 
The nonprofit organization takes 
its name from the Orange Show, 
an accidentally surreal paean to 
the citrus fruit built over two 
decades by a retired postman and 
orange truck deliveryman. 

The park's inaugural installa
tions·- Jean Dubuffefs distinc
tive "Monument Au Fantome" 
alone is valued at more than $1 
million - are an indication that 
fine art will be taken very seri
ously in this park. Regular pro
granuning will include happy 
hour classical music ensembles 
and old silent movies accompa
nied by orchestral performances. 
But the wide-ranging selections 
will include something for every 
taste and social class, and Theis 
will make sure of that. Besides 
their concerto for the grand 
opening, the Art Cars will make 
an appearance here during the 
Art Car Parade on May 10, and 
there will be an Art Car Party on 
the Green June 27-29. For those 
who haven't seen an art car; 
these outrageous and playful ex
pressions of automotive excess 
defy description. 

"Most people think of Houston 
as big office buildings and super
highways," Hagsstette said. 
''They don't know that this is 
right out of the f'unkx outrageous 
heart of Houston's souL" 
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IF YOU GO 
WHERE TO STAY 
Hotel kon: This romantic cla.ssic 
combines the elegance of days 
gone by with the latest in 
modern convenience. Converted 
from a 1911 bank building in a 
$35 million restoration, the 
enormous brass door of one of 
the bank's safes is still a feature 
in its newly refurbished lobby. 
Ranked one of the Top 700 
Hotels in the World in January 
2007 and one of the Top 100 
New Hotels in the World in 2006 
by Conde Nast Traveler. 220 
Main St, (713) 224-4266, 
www.hotelicon.com. 

Four Seasons Hotel: Comfort and 
elegance with a spectacular view, 

Keyword 

right down the street from 
Discovery Green and the George 
R. Brown Convention Center. The 
best part. however. is the Sunday 
Brunch. 1300 Lamar St, (713) 
65()-1300; www.fourseasons.com. 

WHERETO EAT 
The Breakfast Klub: This 
downtown landmark has been 
dishing up Katfish and Grits, 
Toasted Biskits and Golden-Fried 
Chikin Wings for six years, and 
it's easy to see why folks are 
lining up around the block to 
experience it The Houston 
Chronicle described it best 'part 
African-American community 
center and power hangout part 
short-order breakfast temple,' 
and 'a showcase for 21st<entury 
Houston diversity, as citizens of 
every hue come together over 
killer fried catfish and chicken 
wings.' 3711 Travis St at West 
Alabama Street (713) 528-8561; 
www.thebreakfastklub.com. 

Quattro: Save your pennies for 
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this one, but ifs worth it 
Quattro's Sunday brunch at the 
Four Seasons Hoters signature 
restaurant is a destination in 
itself. Spanning three rooms and 
at least that many hours, it's 
delicacy upon delicacy, with a 
heartiness to match. It's a 
splurge you and your stomach 
w ill never forget 1300 Lamar St, 
(713) 276-4700; 10:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m., and plan to get there on 
t ime so you can use every 
minute of it 
www.fourseasons.com/houston/ 
dining.html. 

WHAT TO DO 
Discovery Green Parte Obviously. 
www.discoverygreen.com 

Red cat Jazz cafe: A colorfu l and 
lively addition to downtown 
nightlife, the jazz is cool, the 
drinks are great and the crowd is 
as authentic as it ge1s. 924 
Congress St, (713) 226-7870; 
www.redcatjazzcafe.com. 

AlT1JG S. ICILENSU/SPECIAL TO THE £X PRESS-HEWS 

Art and nature come together in Discovery Green, Houston's new downtown park. 'Synchronicity of Color' 
by Austin artist Margo Sawyer turns a stairwell to a parking garage into a giant showpiece. 

C Capynghl2001 San Antoi'Vo (Kptet:a New a 
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ALTUG S.ICILENSU/ SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS·NEWS 

The Grove, Discovery Green's signature restaurant, is owned by Discov
ery Green Conservancy and operated by Schiller Del Grande, one of 
Houston's premier restaurant groups. 

COURTESY JIM LACOMBE 

Children play in Discovery Green's Mist Tree during 
the March 1 'One for Doc' concert. 
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DISCOVERING A LOST SENSE OF COMMUNITY IN NEW GREENSPACE 
Chris Bell, River Oaks Examiner 
Tue day, April 15. 2008 5:04 PM CDT 
hllp://image .townnews.com/exammernew .com/content/article!J2008/04/16/opintons/chri _bel!Lchri Q!.JQg 
Chris Bell is a former member of the U.S. House of Representatives 

Let 's all try to go to Disco11ery Green. It's important. 

That may ound a little sill y to some; after all. it is just a new downtown park. But it rea lly isn' t just a park: it's a 
whole new concept in public space. And it opens at a time when I believe we de perately need to experiment with 
such a concept. 

Located in Houston's urban core clo e to the George R. Brown Convention Center, Di covery Green i attempting 
to provide something for everyone. Among other thing , you can go jogging, have a drink, walk your dog. race 
model boats, u e your laptop computer with WiFi acce s or visit a mall branch of the library ystem. 

Some are wondering if folks will really drive their car or ride the rai l to visit downtown green pace. I'm hoping 
they will and not just becau. e $122 mill ion of public and private funding ha gone into the project. I th ink we need 
this kind of pace to change the way in which we interact in thi day and age. 

In The Power Broker, Robert Caro write glowingly about Fiorello La Guardia. the former mayor of ew York. He 
says that La Guardia had a '·conception of a metropolis whose citizens would pas their dai ly round in urrounding 
that uplifted the spiri t.'' He quote La Guardia as saying, "Too often, life in ew York i merely a qualid ucce ion 
of day ; whereas in fact it can be a great living adventure." 

The same can be aid of Hou ton in 2008, and we're certainly not alone. Many people are beaten down, worn out by 
being over-connected. With all of the advance in technology. there 's simply no e cape anymore. You'd think the 
ease and availabi lity of communication would bring u clo er together but j u t the oppo ite eem true. Throw in the 
bad economy, the war and a few other major worrie and preuy oon you're talking about "a qualid succe ion of 
days." 

All of thi really hit me the other day when I was in Dalla · Love Field airport on a Friday afternoon. I remember 
being there on Fridays back in the '80s when it wa a hopping place. You could look in any direction and see folks 
having a good time, excited about getting out of town for the weekend . When I looked around the other day, what I 
moslly saw was misery; a bunch of haggard individuals dragging themselve home. When 1 shared the ob ervation 
with a friend, he said, "Yeah, airports arc America's new bus lations." 

Will Di covery Green cure all of th i ? Of cour e not. But ju t a Mayor La Guardia understood that public pace 
could lift people up many years ago, Houston Mayor Bill White eems to have a imilar. modernized understanding 
of the arne concept. That' why he pearheaded the effort and i banking on the new park space to revitalize 
downtown once again. 

I f students can carve out a lillie study niche while an elderly couple stroll through the farmers' market and moms 
and dads chase after their kid , pretty soon you're talking about a new en e of community, a new place of 
interaction, not just a park. We need that. 



STERN AND BUCEK 
ARCHITECTS 

1610 COMMERCE STREET 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77002 

TEL 713 527 0186 
FAX 713 527 8190 

WWW.STERNB UCEK.COM 

WILLIAM F. STERN, FAIA 
DAVID C. BUCEK, JR., AlA 

May 10,2008 

Mr. Guy Hagstette 
Discovery Green Conservancy 
1500 McKinney 
Houston, Texas 77010 

Dear Guy, 

Stern and Bucek Architects 

I want to congratulate you for the incredible job you did in managing the design and 
building of Discovery Green. The park is an unqualified success and a significant 
achievement for the ciry. Everything is right- the plan, the pavilions, the fountains, the 
planting, the pathways, materials and lighting. Even the parking has been handled 
invisibly. Best of all is ro see how people are using and experiencing the park. Discovery 
Green sets a standard for all of Houston's civic building projects going forward. 

I know how hard you worked on this project, and I am not sure it would have been as 
successful without your dedicated participation. The whole city owes you and your team 
a tremendous debt of gratitude. 

With sincere regards and appreciation, 

~£{} 
William F. Stern 



]ETRO 
Houston 

Thomas Conry 
D1rector 
U.S. - Japan Relations 

JAPAN EXTERNAL TRADE ORGANIZATION 
1221 McKmney, SUite 4141, Houston, Texas 77010 Phone 713-759·9595 ~ 111 
Direct 713-654·5252 Cell713-858·8456 Fax 713-759-9210 
Emall Conry_ Thomas@]etro.QO.JP Web sne hnpllvMw.)etro.org 

April15, 2008 

Dear UfW1 f 

I coulJ.' t : ontain myself during the opening day festivities 
of Discovery Green and was so excited that "nothing like 
this has ever happened in Houston, Texas before." It was 
almost like being in the vicinity of Vondelpark near the van 
Gogh museum in Amsterdam. 

I was grateful to be a part of the Park People group on 
February 12 who were able to get a sneak preview, rain and 
all, before the formal dedication. You must feel especially 
proud to be part of the leadership directing this huge 
accomplishment and best wishes on your continued success. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ -



July 9, 2008 

Board of Directors 
Discovery Green 
1500 McKinney 
Houston, TX 77010 

Dear Board Members, 

JUL ~ l 2008 

On a recent visit to Houston to see our daughter, we went to Discovery Green, and were 
astounded. What a wonderful addition to the downtown area it is, and we were so thrilled 
that things were actually happening. Kids were squealing in the water; couples were 
walking their dogs; in short, the entire park was alive. 

However, it was quite by accident that we learned-sadly-that the little mirrored 
pavilion is only a temporary addition to the park-to be removed in the Fall. Of course 
we loved all the art, but the little pavilion is indeed a jewel among jewels. On our way 
back we talked about it, and decided it completes the "See, Touch, Hear, Taste" theme of 
the park-not to mention its "green" construction technique, which appears to be from 
recycled materials. That pavilion is the "see" part of the park, with the "hear" being the 
acoustic sculpture, the ''touch" being all over the park-but particularly the kids' 
fountain-and, of course, the marvelous restaurants that complete the "taste." The "hear" 
sculpture gives us an amazing insight into acoustics, and the mirrored pavilion gives a 
simply astonishing glimpse into the possibilities of "see," with the "infinity" effect of the 
mirror pieces. 

Please consider speaking to the artist to see if it can be a permanent part of the exhibits in 
the park. 

I don't often write letters like this, but in this case we were smitten with such a wonderful 
object. And please relay to the artist just how marvelous we think it is. 

We are hoping it will still be there when we return next summer. 

'K:dr~9~~ 
Kate and John Persian 
Anchorage, Alaska 



In 1984, Cite magazine published an essay by Phillip Lopate entitled 
·'Pursuing the Unicorn: Public Space in Houston." Lopate lamented that 

... For a c1~· it' .)i:.e Hoa:Jton ha~ un almo:~t ;)emutionol lacl.:l of 

conl'ivial p11blic 6pace. I mean place~ where people congregate on 

their own for the jheer plea 'ltre of being p011 of a mruj. jttch ru 

u:atdnng the parade of humanih..'. celebrati~tg fe.)tiL'ab, crubiHg 

for love. _,bowing off new cloth.i ng. meehng appoiHtmenD .. Lmder 

the c·ld clock" bumping into acquaintance.), di '>''tL"';)ing the lut~t 

political xandab. aHd e.xpeliencmg pride M citu du:ellerj 

Why this absence? Lopate suggested that 

... tlto;)e who hal'e only J.mowu the nell' car-Ct,tltttre dtiej 

undcr:\tandabl!J mujt be impatient with thej(' tire;)ome 

nu.)tolgic nunor:> of fabttlouj public jpace Qj they are of 

tale:, of a unicont. .. Bttt u·e l'lllt.)t remember that the.)C 

treo.mred plnce.\ tl'ere neitlter the reJttlt of magic wand6 

nor of glucier.). but of ..)trentLOll.b civic octit1it~' by people in 

the pnJt not unlil~?c our6elve~. 



Tonight the Rice Design Alliance celebrates 

Discovery Green, Houston's new park in the 

heart of downtown Houston, and those who 

undertook the strenuous civic activity to make 
it happen. The 12-acre urban park is the result 

of a unique public-private partnership between 

the non-profit Discovery Green Conservancy 

and the City of Houston; the work of many 

ta lented architects, designers, artists, and 

contractors; and a creative and highly skilled 

staff. RDA recognizes the enormous talent and 

energy that made this important public space 

possible and celebrates its contribution to the 

quality of life in Houston. 

October 2006 by Miner Dederick Constructors, 

Gilbane, and others. 

Discovery Green opened to the public on April 

13 of this year and more than sB,ooo people 

attended 157 free events in the park from the 

opening day to the end of June, while 230,000 
visited the park for "the sheer pleasure of being 

part of a mass." Park visitors can choose from 
s hopping for fresh produce at a local farmers 

market, yoga and zumbo classes, concerts, 

water features, and performances. Soon model 

boats will be replaced by ice skaters when the 

boat pond is drained and water is frozen in the 

shallow basin. Schiller Del Grande operates two 

With a commitment from Mayor Bill White restaurants, The Grove and The Lake House, 

and major private Houston foundations offering upscale and casual dining in the park. 

to create and preserve green space within RDA congratulates Mayor Bill White and t he 
Houston's central city, land was acquired in Discovery Green Conservancy, consisting of 

2004. The Conservancy, under the leadership of Chair Brady Carruth. Maconda Brown O'Connor, 

chair Nancy Kinder, was charged with designing Nancy G. Kinder, Tom Castro, Larry R. Faulkner, 

and building an urban park to accommodate Jacqueline S. Martin, and ex-officio member 

those seeking peace at the same time as those Bob Eury, along with Houston Downtown Park 

seeking activity. First steps in the process Corporation board members David Mendez, 

included investigating a wide range of parks Ali Saberioon, and Barron Wallace, for their 

and identifying urban green spaces that were stewardship of the park. RDA would also like 

successful in other cities, including New York, to recognize the leadership of Discovery Green 
Boston, Atlanta, Chicago, and San Francisco. President Guy Hagstette and Operations 

Public meetings and focus groups were held Director Clark Curry, and the creative talent of 

to identify what the city's diverse population Program Director Susanne Theis as well as the 
valued in an outdoor destination. Nancy Kinder entire staff of Discovery Green who manages 

led an ambitious fundraising campaign to raise the park and plans the lively entertainment 

$54 million for the park. that happens there. 

Design began in July 2005 by a team These civic leaders pursued the unicorn. And 

that included Hargreaves Associates, Lauren now we have a fabulous, convivial public space 

Griffith Associates, PageSoutherlandPage, and in downtown Houston. 

Wolter P Moore. Park construction began in 



Feedback from Discovery Green website 

Name: Dulce Ramirez 
Phone: (832) 242·3062 
Email: dulcermrz@yahoo.com This person had the following comments to make: 
I think this is great, i love the park and specially now for the holidays. The ice skating rink is great! 

Name: Ognoskie Family 
Phone: Leya Ognoskie cell (512) 788-0814 
Email: golo@austin.rr.com 
Hi Lori, Thank you so much for getting back to me right away. My friend and her family recently visited your 
park and they had such a wonderful time. We are heading to Houston early morning (from Austin) and I am 
planning to visit your park and aquarium with my son (18 months old) while my husband is working. I can't 
wait to have FUN I am not sure if you have a child/children but it sure is the best experience to be part of our 
own child's life by visiting such a great place just like your park. Thank you. 

Name: Melanie Abedelfatah 
Email: iizzat@comcast.net This person had the following comments to make: 
My grandaughters and I just wanted you to know how much we enjoyed our first visit to the park. We must 
have been out there for 4-5 hours the first time and the girls spent most of that time playing in the fountains! 
It is great to see Houston downtown growing and adding such wonderfull things to do right in the middle! 

Name: Winfred Johnson 
Email: winfred6565@hotmail.com This person had the following comments to make: 
Job well done on downtown Houston's Discovery Green. The beautifully manicured park is just want 
downtown Houston so desperately needed. By the way, my girlfriend seems to believe that there are weekly 
movie event nights at Discovery. Are there scheduled events like this for the current and/or upcoming 
seasons 

Name: Kelly Brewer 
Email: kellmac07@aol.com This person had the following comments to make: 
I just got back home from enjoying the showing of "Rushmore" in the park! The weather was perfect and 
the park looked beautiful! A few times I just took in the awesomeness of my surroundings. It's amazing to be 
in one of the largest cities in the nation, but yet have something so special and so well taken care of! Thank 
you to all who help with the park and it's events! 

Email: ldurden@comcast.net This person had the following comments to make: 
Today I went to the park for the first time but before I arrived I thought to myself what could be so different 
than other parks?Well my question was answered the atmosphere was electrifying and soothing. I love 
water so as I closed my eyes I felt the moisture on my face and felt my problems melt away. Thank you 

Email: tracirauch@hotmail.com This person had the following comments to make: 
Good afternoon, I attended the MFA film series last night at the park. It was fantastic to be able to sit 
outside in such a great spot and watch an outdoor movie. I got to bring my 2 dogs and although we got 
some rain, it was awesome! This is such a great addition to our city! Thanks!! Traci 

Email: willwhitehead@gmail.com This person had the following comments to make: 
Mr. Hagstette, I am writing to tell you how grateful I am for the wonderful work your team has been doing 
in presenting the Thursday night concert series. Every time I go to Discovery Green I have to ask myself, 
"Am I still in Houston?" because I feel magically transported to a relaxing vacation-like frame of mind. I 
have made a personal commitment to attend as many of the Thursday night shows as possible and I bring 
more and more people with me each week. I love the opportunity to take my work shoes off and dance 
around in the grass with kids and conventioneers alike. Whomever is coordinating the shows is doing an 
excellent job of bringing quality talent to the city. I kindly ask that you share my thanks with them as well. 
Also, please pass my thanks on to the appropriate person at Capitol One. Their exceptional generosity 
has not gone unnoticed. I hope this will be an ongoing weekly event for Discovery Green. Thank you 
again for the free vacation every Thursday night. 
Still smiling from last night, 
Will Whitehead 



Discovery Green Visitors 

Survey of 604 park visitors conducted on days in October 2008 

Who are you? What is your background? SOUTH 
ASIAN 

5% COUPLE/CHILD MAN 
17% 

COUPLE 
18% 

How old are you? 

51-60 
14% 

41-50 
15% 

COLLEGE 
1% 

WOMAN 
31% 

31-40 
41% 

CAUCASIAN 
53% 

AFRICAN 
AMERICAN 

10% 

EAST ASIAN 
2% 

HISPANIC 
29% 

Why did you visit the park? 
OTHER 

3% 

GENERAL 
RECREATION 

73% 

LIVE MUSIC 
1% 

CHILDREN'S 
ACTIVITIES 

19% 

RESTAURANTS 
4% 



Discovery Green Visitor Survey 

page two 

How often do you visit the park? How did you hear about the park? 
MONTHLY OTHER 

13% 

Where do you live? 
UNITED 
STATES 

20% 

TEXAS 
22% 

METRO AREA 
9% 

HOUSTON 
49% 

TV 
34% 

FRIEND NEWSPAPER 

RADIO 
18% 

INTERNET 
18% 

Where do you live in Houston? 
NORTHWEST 

0 0/.. 
SOUTHWEST 

8% 

3RD CLEAR LAKE 

WARD/SOUTH 1% 

EAST 
7% 

MEMORIAL 

6% 11% 

DOWNTOWN 

14% 

RIVER OAKS 
13% 

WEST U/ 

9% 



D I S C 0 V E R Y G R E E N. 
See Touch Hear Teate Explore. 

Fall 2008 Attendance and Demographics 

Program Attendance July 1 to November 26: 
Estimated Daily Park Attendance July 1 to November 26: 

47,267 
135,950 
183,217 Total Estimated Attendance July 1 to November 26: 

2008 Estimated Attendance April13 to November 26: 414,739 
PR value of editorial coverage in this period: 

July- August program attendance: ll,S74 

SOO Art Series Events {1) 
1,92S Downtown Green Market (9) 
2,160 Exercise classes (36) 

22S Young Writers Workshops (9) 
240 Birthday Parties (6) 

2,124 Field Trips/Group Tours (48) 
4,400 Private Rental Events (6) 

September program attendance: 7,889 

2,SOO 
1SO 
600 
7SO 
400 
4SO 
306 

Special Event - Labor Day (1) 
Special Event-Thank You Houston (1) 

Screen on t he Green film (1) 
Thursday Concerts (2) 
Sunday Concerts (2) 
Downtown Green Market (2) 
Exercise Classes (8) 

SO Young Writer's Workshop (2) 
Children's Discovery Series (2) 
Private Rental Events (2) 
Birthday Parties (1) 

100 
1,07S 

40 
168 

1,300 
Field Trips/Group Tours (4) 
Private Rental Events (2) 

Demographic information continued 

$3,023,120 in 112 placements 

October program attendance: 17,067 

400 Special Event- HSPVA 
3,SOO 

600 
1,497 
1,400 
1,0SO 
1,081 
1,4SO 

so 
240 
120 
84 

5,S9S 

Special Event - Scream on the Green 
KUHF Classic Film Concert (1) 
Art Series Events (14) 
Thursday Concerts (S) 
Sundays in the Park Concerts {5) 
Exercise Classes {23) 
Downtown Green Market (5) 
Young Writers Workshop {4) 
Children's Discovery Series (6) 
Birthday Parties (3) 
Field Trips/Group Tours (4) 

Private and public rental events (12) 

November program attendance: 10,737 

2,000 Specia l Event - District I Family Day 
800 Special Event - Art Guys Tribute 

1,000 KUHF Classic Film Concert (1) 
1,0S3 Art Series Events (5) 

400 Thursday Concerts (3) 
900 Sundays in the Park Concerts (4) 
450 Downtown Green Market (3) 
996 Exercise Classes (18) 
36 Young Writers Workshop (3) 

250 Chi ldren's Discovery Series (5) 
120 Birthday Parties (3) 
1S7 Fie ld Trips/Group Tours (4) 

2,S7S Private and public rental events (2) 


