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Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Project Name The Solid Ground Supportive Housing Program Location Chicago, IL 

Owner La Casa Norte 

Project Use(s) A Supportive Housing Facility with the Capability to House 16 Homeless male youth for up to 2 years. 

Project Size 6,128 sf Total Development Cost $1,295,410.00 

Annual Operating Budget (if appropriate) $637,288 (projected 2009) 

Date Initiated early 2001 Percent Completed by December 1, 2008 100% 

Project Completion Date (if appropriate) January 2007 

Attach. if you wish. a list of relevant project dates n/a 

Application submitted by: 

Name Jeff Bone, AlA Title Principal 

Organization Landon Bone Baker Architects 

Address 734 N Milwaukee Avenue City/State/Zip Chicago, IL 60642 

Telephone ( 312 ) 988-9100 fax ( 312 ) 829-3302 

E-mail jbone@landonbonebaker.com Weekend Contact Number (for notification): 312-212-0776 

Key Participants (Attach an additional sheet if needed) 

Organization Key Participant Telephone/e-mail 

Public A encies n/a 

Architect/Designer Landon Bone Baker Architects Jeff Bone, AlA 312-988-9100 x211 jbone@landonbonebaker.com 

Developer La Casa Norte Sol Flores 773-276-4900x208 sol@lacasanorte.com 

Professional consultant Prim Lawrence Group Teresa Prim 773-785-9605 primlaw@aol.com 

Community Group La Casa Norte Sol Flores 773-276-4900x208 sol@lacasanorte.com 

Other archi-treasures Joyce Fernandez 773-772-4416 joyce@architreasures.org 

Please indicate how you learned of the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence. (Check all that apply). 
_Direct Mailing _Magazine Advertisement 11. Previous RBA entrant _Other (please specify) 

Professional Newsletter Previous Selection Committee member 
Organization _Magazine Calendar Online Notice 

Bruner/Loeb Forum 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, and to 
post on the Bruner Foundation web sites, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to 
submit the applic f a d all attac aterials and to grant these rights and permissions. 
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ABSTRACT 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

Project Name The Solid Ground Supportive Housing Program 

Address 3057 W North Avenue City/State/ZIP Chicago, IL 60647 

1. Give a brief overview of the project, including major project goals. 

The Solid Ground Supportive Housing Program houses 16 homeless male youth in a gut rehabbed, three story brick 
structure developed along one of Chicago's main arterial streets. This project brought a nationally effective model of 
Supportive Housing to Chicago's West side providing sanctuary to homeless youth while redeveloping a brick 
structure originally built in the 1920's. The Solid Ground Supportive Housing Programs since opening two years ago 
has provided 48 homeless youth with safe shelter, emotional support, life skills education and career guidance moving 
them towards greater stability and self-actualization. 

2. Why does the project merit the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence? (You may wish to consider such factors as: effect on the 
urban environment; innovative or unique approaches to any aspect of project development; new and creative approaches to urban 
issues; design quality.) 

It is our belief that this project merits consideration for the Ruby Burner Award for Urban Excellence as a 
representative of the many small projects being developed across the country providing quality supportive housing to 
the homeless of our nation. Blending quality urban design with social services and appropriate housing, projects such 
as Solid Ground create a positive impact both for the community at large and the neighborhoods in which they are 
located. The Chicago Tribune stated that the Solid Ground Program building is a "first rate example of architecture's 
social promise ... the rehabbed building simultaneously uplifts its surroundings and creates a haven from them.' 
Recognized both by Fannie Mae (winning the 2008 Maxwell Award) and the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation Award 
for Excellence in Community Design in 2008, the Solid Ground Supportive Housing Program show what excellence 
can be achieved at a cost of $153 per square foot. More importantly this project and others across the country show 
how the fears of NIMBYism are unwarranted. A recent New York University Study by the Furman Center shows that 
property values actually went up for properties located in close proximity to Supportive Housing Projects in New York. 
As the New York Times reported, "In the five years after developments were opened, the study finds, the prices of 
buildings nearest the supportive housing development experienced '"strong and steady grow1h" and appreciated more 
than comparable properties that were slightly farther away." 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate page, 
each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area provided 
on the original form. 

1. Describe the underlying values and goals of the project. What, if any, signifcant trade-offs were required to implement the project? 

The design for Solid Ground came after La Casa Norte staff visited multiple sites that served youth throughout the 
country. La Casa Norte was intentional about the design and needed the architecture to reflect the culture and values 
of residents and staff while facilitating the development goals for the youth. 

Some of these design features include the necessity of each youth having their own bedroom to facilitate positive 
development, and teaching residents the importance of maintaining independent housing. Other features include the 
use of natural light, recycled materials, and bright colors to make the space warm and inviting. The rooms are 
asymmetrical to distinguish them from the cold, harsh look of other more institutional homeless housing. On the 
ground floor and the basement, great care was given to create community space where the residents can build bonds 
and learn positive social interaction. 

This focus on human interaction with architecture was a key design element that shaped the project. 

Some trade offs that became required of the project due to financial constraints were some of the green elements that 
were desired for inclusion. A second trade off was the large amount of energy required to be focused by La Casa 
Norte to accomplish and realize this project. Organizational energy devoted to this project left little energy available 
to pursue other organizational goals such as the development of family housing, another major community need. 

2. How has the project impacted the local community? 

This project added 8 full-time and 6 part-time jobs to the community, it has taken up to 16 homeless male youth off 
the streets and it has given them a home in our community, and it has shown how a community working together can 
solve urban problems such as homelessness and urban blight. 





PROJECT DESCRIPTION <coNro> 

3. Describe the key elements of the development process, including community participation where appropriate. 

External process -- Developing a model shelter program for homeless male youth on Chicago's west side was one of 
our organizations primary goals from its inception. We were developed out of a community process and we have 
relied on community support for our existence. After forming we joined the Humboldt Park Empowerment 
Partnership, an organization which is comprised of eighty local community based non-profits, churches, and 
businesses. This partnership was involved and gave input throughout this process. We also met with our community 
Alderman, informing and gaining support for the project at an early stage. We held 2 community meetings I open 
houses at local churches to explain the project and to share our vision while also soliciting community member input. 
We then moved into the formal community approval process and gained community and governmental approval 
through the zoning and building permit process utilized by our community. Internal Process- We secured funding to 
visit Supportive Housing Programs in 5 cities, seeking the best practices in operations and design, asking what 
worked and didn't. Out of this process we worked with our design partners to shape the project. 

4. Describe the financing of the project. Please include all funding sources and square foot costs where applicable. 

This project overall cost came in at $1 ,295,410 million for a project generating a cost of $153 per square foot. 

Funding sources for this project-- $200,000 U.S. Dept. of HUD; $307,560 City of Chicago- Department of Housing; 
$128,000 Federal Home Loan Bank; $150,000 State of Illinois; $11,800 State of Illinois- DCEO Energy Grant; 
$4,290 Commonwealth Edison; $160,000 DOH DTC; $262,3681HDA DTC; $71,392 Various Foundations and Private 
Donations. 

5. Is the project unique ancVor does it address significant urban issues? ls the mot:Jel adaptable to other urban settings? 

This project like many others across the country shows how small scale, quality projects can be integrated into 
neighborhoods, enhancing both the quality of life in the neighborhood and raising the property values of the adjacent 
properties. NIMBYism is an ever present issue when it comes to the sighting of projects such as ours; with there 
seldom being no opposition to the addition of homeless facilities, drug treatment centers, and other residential 
programs to our communities. A recent New York University study of 7,500 units of supportive housing provided 
through 123 developments, has shown how these projects have the opposite affect on property values than that 
anticipated by NIMBY protests. Property values of buildings nearest the supportive housing development 
experienced strong and steady growth in increased property values and appreciated more than comparable 
properties that were slightly farther away. 
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ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area pro
vided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a design professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other design professionals if desired. 

Name Jeff Bone, AlA Title Principal 

Organization Landon Bone Baker Architects Telephone ( ·312g) 988-9100 

Address 734 N Milwaukee Avenue City/State/ZIP Chicago, IL 60642 

Fax ( 312o) 829-3302 E-mail jbone@landonbonebaker.com 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attac a terials and t nt these rights and permissions. 

1. Describe the design concept of this project, including urban design considerations, choice of materials, scale, etc. 

Given a fairly limited budget, the project strived to create a bright, durable, and environmentally friendly setting. Sketch 
vignettes were used in developing a palette of simple materials such as linoleum fiooring, birch plywood details and 
planes of color. Common sense design moves such as maximizing natural light and ventilation were employed. 

Creative solutions for small spaces resulted in custom designed built-in beds for resident bedrooms each placed to 
maximize fioor area while allowing for functional work space underneath. 

Energy efficiency and green upgrades are an integral part of the design and were funded through a State Energy 
grant. A great deal of attention was given to this aspect of the building: high efficiency mechanical systems were 
specified, exterior surfaces (including windows) were insulated to a very high degree, and all exterior surfaces were 
well sealed. The efficiency allows for a comfortable and healthy environment for the tenants while also keeping the 
utility costs low for the facility manager and employees. 

Additionally, this project and its success has introduced an affordable and viable model for other urban non-profit 
organizations to create similar projects out of smaller mixed use urban structures in their neighborhoods. 

2. Describe the most important social and programmatic functions of the design. 

Both socially and programmatically, the most important design function was to provide private bedrooms, as opposed 
to an open semi private layout, for the 16 youth. Based on research and visiting other projects around the country, 
LaCasa Norte felt it was crucial for all the youth to have their "own space" to personalize and take care of. Many of the 
youth, over time, have customized their rooms with their artwork, graffiti, and photographs. One resident hand built 
models of skyscrapers ultimately creating a Chicago cityscape. 

Additionally, providing a feeling of "home" in common and shared spaces to encourage youth and staff interaction was 
another important concern. These spaces consisted of a large combination kitchen and dining area on the ground 
fioor to allow all the residents to prepare and share a meal. Additionally, space was captured by excavating and 
expanding the existing basement to create a large multi-purpose "Jiving room" space and a computer room for informal 
and formal activities such and watching movies, weight-lifting, house meetings, computer games and resume writing. 

The relationship of the inside to outside was essential as well. A private garden/patio space was created in the rear of 
the building directly off of the kitchen/dining area. The exterior space utilizes grass pavers to soften up the parking 
area; during times of barbeques and larger gatherings, cars are parked on the street opening up for additional social 
and hang out space. Additionally, Archi-treasures, an arts based community development organization, is currently 
collaborating with SGSHP residents and the community to develop a site specific project for the rear garden and the 
front fa9ade of the new building. 





ARCHITECT OR DESIGNER PERSPECTIVE (coNr'o) 

3. Describe the major challenges of designing this project and any design trade-offs or compromises required to complete the project. 

Because we were working with an existing building shell that could not be added onto per the local zoning code, the 
primary challenge, from a design point of view, was to be able to fit the base programmatic needs into the existing 
limited space. Employing a couple of design "moves" and maximizing the scale of small spaces loosened things up 
enough to allow the program to fit. The first move was to excavate the existing basement two and a half feet permitting 
us adequate head room to pick up another floor's worth of square footage and giving us a place for a much desired 
multi-purpose space and computer room. The second move was to incorporate a zoning code clause which allows the 
enclosure of an existing rear porch without affecting the F.A.R. Implementing this code clause allowed us to gain 160sf 
on three levels providing just enough space for the required 16 private bedrooms (each was about one square foot over 
the code minimum of 72sf). A new rear exit stair was then relocated outside of the building. Additionally, accessibility 
was desired to 1 00% of the common spaces and 50% of the bedrooms which then necessitated the placement of an 
elevator. In order to save a few additional square feet, we were able to convince the City and obtain a variance to allow 
a smaller residential lift rather then the typically required commercial elevator. 

The modest project construction budget was another major challenge which forced us to compromise throughout the 
process and work closely with the owner and contractor to achieve a workable balance between design, quality, and 
cost. Ultimately, areas where trade-offs were necessary but not always a happy occasion were the amount of "green" 
practices and technologies employed into the project and amenities such as a roof garden that was not achievable 
within the budget. 

4. Describe the ways in which the design relates to its urban context. 

The Solid Ground Supportive Housing Program responds to the urban neighborhood context by recycling and giving 
new life to an underused storefront building along a main thoroughfare. The historic masonry upper portion of the 
fa9ade was restored to a close match of its neighboring twin. The existing "filled-in" and inward looking storefront was 
opened up and replaced with colorful steel and a more contemporary shaded glazed facade allowing natural light to 
penetrate into the building while maintaining a level of privacy. At night, with the assistance of the interior colors, the 
storefront appears to glow from within creating an inviting and warm presence. 

Physically, the Solid Ground Supportive Housing Program provides an outward and active face along a fairly depressed 
stretch of a main thoroughfare in Humboldt Park. Functionally, the Solid Ground Supportive Housing Program 
enhances neighborhood development by bringing young adult males off the street and allowing them to gain shelter, 
employment, and education in a safe and comfortable environment. LaCasa Norte's desire for good design, 
environmental responsibility, and the creation of a building with a positive social environment is meant to be a model for 
future building rehabilitation and development in the area. 
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer.queslions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
an~wers to ,all questions shoul~ be typed 9r written directly on the ·forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
p~ge, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area pro
vided on the original form. 
This sheet is·to be filled out by someone who·was involved, or represents· an organization that was involved, in helping the project respond 
to neighborhood issues. 

Name Sol Flores Title Executive Director 

Organization La C<!Sa Norte Telephone ( ( 773 ) ) 276-4900 x208 

Address 3533 W. North Avenue Cily/State/ZIP Chicago, IL. 60647 

Fax ( ( 773 l 342-4253 E-mail sol@lacasanorte.org 
The undersigned grants the BrUner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any .purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The appliC'lnt warrants that lhe applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application .and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature ~ ~ 

1. How did you, or the organization you represent, become involved in lhis project? What role did you play? 

La Casa Norte's Solid Ground Supportive Housing Program was a.community effort from the beginning. Humboldt 
Park neighborhood leadership, as part of a New C_ommunities,project, has identified youth housing and services as a 
priority focus and need along with increased homeless services. La Casa Norte founders took on this need as a 
priority and began the process of gathering resources and community support for such a project. La Casa Norte was 
the lead agency in this development serving both as community agent and project developer. 

2. From the community's point of view, what were the major issues concerning this project? 

As with most projects of this type there were concerns about the impact of having a supportive housing facility located 
in our community. This concern was addressed through a series of community meetings and through the City's 
Zoning Board of Appeals process. In the end, community concerns were addressed both through the design of a 
.larger vestibule, so as to limit individuals standing outside on the sidewalk and internal rules created to limit loitering 
in,front of our building or individuals going outside to the front to smoke. There was also an underlying sense of 
NIMBYism which was faced by the project. These concerns were alleviated through one on one communication and 
overall community support. 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? How did your organization participate in 
making them? 

Please see the Developer Section for answer to this question. 





COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE PERSPECTIVE (coNro) 

4. Has this project made the commlmity a better place to live or work? If so, how? 

Yes, this project has helped to alleviate a significant social problem, youth homelessness, through the provision of a 
high quality, model program which provides shelter and supportive services to up to 16 homeless male youth. 
Chicago has a significant gap in the number of beds and housing programs available to homeless youth, so the 
implementation of this project helps to address some of these challenges. In addition, this project brought 15 full and 
part-time jobs to our community, helping to build the local employment base and allowing many of our employees who 
live in the community to work in their community. 

The section of North Avenue that this project is located on continues to develop for the better. We feel this project has 
been part of that re-development as various businesses and organizations purchase properties along this section of 
North Avenue and rehabilitate them. 

5. \1\!ould you change anything about this project or the development process you went through? 

We would keep the overall design and development process the same for this project with its focus on appropriate 
design and how humans interact with this design. These features were kept in the forefront through out this process. 
We would however have enhanced the project with the following changes: 

We would have included more green features in the overall project. As we developed funding for this project we 
realized that we would not be able to include many of the ideal green features we wanted due to their additional short 
term capital costs vs. the long range savings they would give us. We ended up compromising on some of these 
features such as building a green roof on the project or including features such as solar hot water heating. If we had 
access to greater capital for this project we would have included them. 

A second change would have been the creation of a larger contingency reserve for the project which would have in 
turn given us greater flexibility in future capital improvements and long term facility maintenance. 
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DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE 
Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants shou!~ feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to.all questions.should be typed or written directly on the forms; If the forms are.not used·and answers are typed on-a separate 
page, each answer musfbe preceded by the questiowto which it responds, and ·the length of each·answer should be limited to the area pro
vided on: the original form. 
This sheet isto be.filled out by the person who took primary responsibility for project financing or is a representative of the group which 
did. 

Name Spl Flores Title Executive Director 

Organization La 9asa Nort.e Telephone ( 773 ) 276-4900 x208 

Address 3533-W, North Avenue City/State/ZIP Chicago, IL. 60647 

Fax ( 773 ) 342-4253 E-mail sol@lacasanorte.org 
The undersigned grants the Bruner· Foundation perniission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
applica:tion and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

§jgnature ~ ~ 
1. Whillrole did_yo.u or your company play in the development of this project I Describe the scope of involvement. 

La. Casa Norte (LCN) played both the role. of de~~loper and the role of owner as a community based non-profit in this 
project. This is a CO!llmon model for .the development of supportive housing projects for spe9ial needs populations. 
LaCasa Norte WiJS involved with the project from concept design through occupancy. This maximized our control of 
the prcijectwhile .also t>uilding internal organizational capacity to create future real·esiale development projects. To 
carry out this:sRecific Rroject we created a dev~lopment team comprised of ourselves, L~ndon Bone Baker 
(Architects), Humboldt Construction /Bickerdike Redevelopment Corp (Construction Company), and the Prim 
Lawrence Development Group (DevelopmenU Project Management). 

2. What trade-oils or compromises were required during the development of the project? 

At several points through out the projegt the La Casa Norte d.evelopment team weni through a process of value 
engineering as we worked to maximize:the project features vs, the financial reality. Attention was continually given to. 
the·humal) exp_erience and how design:affepted that experience. Examples of trade offswere the inability to develop· 
certain rooftqp features· included in our .original architectural plans, trade-offs in several green features desired but 
tfeemed too cb_stly, and internal design limitations. in.our individual resident rooms forced due tb our limited funds. 





DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE <coNro) 

3. How was the project financed? What, if any, innovative means of fincmcing were used? 

The project was financed through a combination of federal, state, and local governmental sources along with 
foundation money and private individual donations. All together the project cost of $1,295,410 was covered through 
grant funds, allowing the project to be built without the organization incurring any ongoing or future debt service. With 
the project incurring no debt, this has both lowered the annual operating costs of the Solid Ground supportive housing 
project for youth while also strengthening the parent community based non-profit organization through creating a fully 
paid for asset. Innovative sources of project financing include a board member taking out a second mortgage on his 
home to gain initial site control of the building to the City of Chicago utilizing money to help pay for the project 
generated through the long term leasing of its sky way toll bridge to Indiana. Through a capital fund created from its' 
lease proceeds, the City of Chicago provide $307,560 in capital for this project creatively reusing public capital to help 
build neighborhood assets to help solve the community problem of youth homelessness. 

4. What do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of the project? 

The project's most successful aspect was its attention to human detail in its planning and design. This attention and 
its results are apparent through out the facility. This insight was gained through extensive planning, touring multiple 
other program facilities throughout the country and researching best practices and how they might be best applied 
within our site limitations. As a result, the project received a national Maxwell Award from the Fannie Mae Foundation; 
and a Richard H. Driehaus Award for Architectural Excellence in Community Design, both in 2008. 

The least successful aspect of the project was the length of time it took to build the actual project. Delays occurred in 
the process due to delays in the planning approval process and project delays which occurred due to hold-ups with the 
release of money from some of the public government funding sources quilted together by the agency to fund the 
project. Capital came from eight primary sources and various other foundation/private sources. All of the funding 
sources required extensive coordination. 
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OTHER PERSPECTIVE 
Please. answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free. to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
anSWers to. all questions should be typed o( written directlY on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are-typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area 
provided on the original. forin. 

Name Joyce Fernandes Title Executive Director 

Organization archl-treasures Telephone ( 773 ) 772.4416 

Address 141 0 N. Springfield Citv/State!ZIP Chicago, IL 60651 

Fax ( 773 ) 772.4418 E-mail joyce@architreasures.org 

The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce. or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all attached materials and to grant these rights and permissions. 

Signature ~J2--=---
1. What role did you play in the development of this project?. 

archi-treasures, with artist Jose Aleman, worked with the youth who live at Solid Ground to develop two public art 
projects: a frieze for the fagade of the building and a garden wall with bench for the rear. archi-treasures is an 
arts-based community development organization that uses the arts as a tool to build social capital in under-resourced 
neighborhoods, partnering artists, architects, and designers with community groups in order to create shared space 
for community use. 

The project began with a series of meetings in which residents discussed their thoughts and feelings. about living at 
Solid Ground, how they got to Solid Ground and why, where they hope to go after Solid Ground, and what the steps 
they would need to achieve in order to get there. Staff at Solid Ground had been using a tool called 'Building Blocks to 
Manhood" listing different levels of accomplishment,.and these were discussed. The group-then brainstormed different 
images that represented their lives at Solid Ground as well as the idea of "home." 

The artist then took these ideas as a basis for the development of the two projects. Focusing on the broad concept of 
transformation, he designed a stepped wall with figures and text at each level. He also designed 2 versions of a mural 
for the front of the building. These design concepts were presented at meetings with residents and staff; feedback was 
considered in further development of the designs. Some of the residents modeled for the artist and their images were 
incorporated into the V{ork. Several of the residents also worked on the production of the garden wall, cutting stencils 
to be used in sandblasted images on tile, and painting parts of the garden wall. 

2. Describe the impact that this project has had on the your community. Please be as specific as possible. 

The young men who live at Solid Ground form their own transitional community but the process of creating that sense 
of community is challenging with many barriers to overcome. For these young men, interaction with one another and 
with staff form a basis for Communal activity, but individual challenges are often so severe that collective activity is 
rare. archi,treasures' public art projects provided opportunity for community building within Solid Ground. The projects 
engendered an open and productive dialogue between residents and staff concerning the staffs vision of Solid 
Ground and the residents' experience of actually living there. By involving the young men who live at Solid Ground in 
the process of developing transformative ill)ages to be represented in 2 public art projects, residents.have 
experienced the empowermentof seeing themselves, and their ideas, represented publicly. 





OTHER PERSPECTIVE ;coNro) 

3. What trade-offs and compromises were required during the development of the project? Did you participate in making them? 

Initially, we proposed a structured series of workshops with voluntary participation on the part of residents. This proved 
to be nearly impossible when confronted with the reality of these young men's lives. Many of them go to work and to 
school, some of them work at night, and they all have many obligations. We found that it was more productive to meet 
with them individually and occasionally in groups, with the artist gathering ideas, then taking them back to the studio, 
and returning with images as a spark for further conversation. It was through this back and forth process that the 
project designs were developed. 

Another challenge was that Solid Ground policy requires street level anonymity. There is no signage or any other 
indication of what takes place within the building or who lives there. In developing the mural for the front of the building 
this requirement for anonymity had to be balanced with the desire to create an image that would provide inspiration for 
future generations of Solid Ground residents, therefore leading the artist to work with metaphor. The garden wall in the 
rear of the building exists in a more private space, thus allowing for a more direct, less symbolic imagery. 

4. \Nhat do you consider to be the the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The garden wall contributes to making the outdoor space at the rear of the Solid Ground building unique and specific 
to the place itself. The treatment of the wall surface is colorful and textured through the use of a variety of materials 
and techniques and the cantilevered bench provides a practical solution to the need for seating when "house 
meetings" are held outdoors and when residents go outdoors to smoke. The text and overall stepped image are 
thought-provoking while referring to the mission of Solid Ground. 

Production challenges caused the timeline for project development to extend well beyond what was originally 
proposed. Therefore, the makeup of the group living at Solid Ground has gone through several changes and there are 
relatively few young men who have been able to see the project from beginning to end. This unfortunately lessens the 
impact and sense of individual empowerment that is potentially achieved through participation in an archi-treasures 
project. 
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PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE 

Please answer questions in space provided. Applicants should feel free to use photocopies of the application forms if needed. If possible, 
answers to all questions should be typed or written directly on the forms. If the forms are not used and answers are typed on a separate 
page, each answer must be preceded by the question to which it responds, and the length of each answer should be limited to the area pro
vided on the original form. 

This sheet is to be filled out by a professional who worked as a consultant on the project, providing design, planning, legal, or other ser
vices. Copies may be given to other professionals if desired. 

Name Teresa Prim 0 Title President 

Organization Prim Lawrence Group Telephone ( 773 ) 785-9605 

Address 28 E. Jackson Blvd. P609 1Oth Floor City/State/ZIP Chicago, II 60604 

Fax ( 773 ) 785-6302 E-mail primlaw@aol.com 
The undersigned grants the Bruner Foundation permission to use, reproduce, or make available for reproduction or use by others, for 
any purpose whatsoever, the materials submitted. The applicant warrants that the applicant has full power and authority to submit the 
application and all a ched materials and to ant th:se rights and permissions. 

Si nature 

1. What role did you or your organization play in the development of this project? 

Development Consultant- primary responsibility securing financings and overall management of the development 
team including but not limited to the Architect, General Contractor and Legal Counsel. Prepared all grant and loan 
applications for the project including but not limited to Illinois Affordable Housing Donation Tax Credits, U.S. 
Department of HUD Technical Submission, City of Chicago Department of Housing, and Federal Home Loan Bank 
AHP. 

2. Describe the project's impact on its community. Please be as specific as possible. 

Since we were able to secure all grant dollars the project does not have any ongoing debt services, consequently the 
males who were previously homeless are able to secure housing at little to no costs. Providing a decent and safe 
place for male youth to live ensure that these individuals have an opportunity to be productive citizens and engage in 
their community in a positive manner. 





PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANT PERSPECTIVE (coNro> 

3. Hmv might this project be instructive to others in }'OUr profession? 

The La Casa Norte board of directors immediately recognized the benefits of the Illinois Affordable Housing Donation 
Tax Credit program and consequently successfully raised nearly quarter of a million dollars in cash donations from 
individual donors for the project. I believe when the development/financial consultant can effectively engage and 
educate the board of directors of the benefits of spreading the word about the state donation tax credit program, they 
can leverage additional financial resources for affordable housing development that might not otherwise be available. 

4. \..Vhat do you consider to be the most and least successful aspects of this project? 

The building's space limited (square footage) would not allow us to develop more units. However, the architectural 
firm was creative enough to extend the building a few feet to ensure that we did at least maximum the space that was 

available. 





2009 
RUDY BRUNER AWARD 
SELECTION COMMITTEE 

RUDY 
BRUNER 
AWARD 

FOR URBAN 
EXCELLENCE 





RUDY BRUNER AWARD FOR URBAN EXCELLENCE 

David N. Cicilline 

Mayo~; Providence, Rl 

Mayor David N. Cidlline was born in Providence 
and attended Brown University where he co
founded the College Democrats with his class
mate, John F. Kennedy Jr. He graduated magna 
cum laude in 1963 with a degree in Political 
Science, and went on to earn a J.D. from the 
Georgetown University law Center. 

He began his political life serving four terms as 
state representative from District 4, on the city's 
East Side. He earned a reputation as a fierce 
champion of political reform and gun safety, 
and his dedication to ethics in government won 
him Common Cause's #1 ranking. 

In 2002, when the City of Providence was 
buckling under a $59 million deficit, an archaic 
administrative infrastructure, and the legacy 
of decades of corruption, David Cicilline an
nounced his candidacy for Mayor. Campaigning 
door-to-door across the entire city, he vowed to 
make city government a catalyst for the city's 
renewal instead of a handicap. He pledged to 
restore public confidence in City Hall and to 
revitalize the city's neighborhoods. The message 
resounded. He went on to win the general elec
tion with an astonishing 84% of the vote. 

Upon taking the oath of office as the 36th 
Mayor of the City of Providence, Cicilline im
mediately went about implementing his five 
priorities: government integrity, strong neigh
borhoods, great schools, safe streets, and a 
dynamic economy. 

Activity in Providence's 25 neighborhoods has 
reawakened. The Providence Public Schools are 
showing steady improvement across the board 
as a result of fundamental reform, and under 
Mayor Cicilline's leadership, Providence saw a 
double-digit drop in the rate of violent crime for 
two consecutive years. 
David Cicilline has Providence poised to climb 
new heights. He continues to transform City 
Hall into a more transparent, efficient, and inno
vative 21st-century organization. His optimism 
for his home city is boundless. 

Michael Dobbins 

Professor of Practice, Department of 
Architecture, City and Regional Planning, 
Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA 

Mr. Dobbins received Bachelor and Master of 
Architecture Degrees from Yale University and is 
a licensed Architect in Georgia and California. 
He is currently a part-time professor of practice 
in the Architecture, City and Regional Planning 
programs, and supports the Center for Quality 
Growth and Regional Development, at Georgia 
Tech's College of Architecture. 

Mr. Dobbins has had a distinguished career in 
the public sector in a number of American cities. 
From june 1996 until April 2002, Dobbins was 
Commissioner of the Department of Planning. 
Development and Neighborhood Conservation 
for the City of Atlanta. He con-tinues to pro
vide advisory services to the City of Atlanta for 
transportation and land use issues. 

Prior to that he was Planning Director for 
Birmingham, Alabama, where he received the 
National Preservation Honor Award, National 
Trust for Historic Preservation, 1993, (with 
others) for the creation of the Birmingham Civil 
Rights District. Michael Dobbins also worked 
with the New York City Planning Department 
(Staten Island); and New Orleans Comprehen
sive River Area Study. He has been a participant 
in planning and design forums and technical as
signments across the country and in Europe and 
China; supporter of a range of community and 
neighborhood based activities; and the recipient 
of many honors and awards. His numerous 
books and publications have been presented in 
forums and seminars across the country. 

Dobbins has taught at UC Berkeley, Birmingham 
Southern College, Tulane School of Architecture, 
and Columbia University. He is a Fellow of 
the American Institute of Architects; member of 
the American Institute of Certified Planners, the 
American Planning Association, the Urban land 
Institute, the Congress of New Urbanism and 
the National Council of Architectural Registration 
Boards, and has served as a valued resource 
team member for the Mayor's Institute of City 
Design. 

Mary Houghton 

President and Co-founder, Shore Bank 
Chicago, ll 

Mary Houghton is President of ShoreBank Cor
poration which she co-founded in 1973. In the 
1970s, banks still continued to uredline" against 
minority neighborhoods, even to credit-worthy 
residents. Inspired by their success running a 
minority business-lending program, ShoreBank 
founders Mary Houghton, Ron Grzywinski, 
James Fletcher and Milton Davis, with backgrounds 
in banking, social service and community activ
ism purchased South Shore Bank, a small bank 
in one of Chicago's most challenged neighbor
hoods, whose owners were planning to move 
the bank downtown. 

ShoreBank, now a $2.3 billion asset regulated 
bank holding company, invests its own resources 
and attracts external resources to under-invested 
urban and rural communities in Illinois, Ohio, 
Michigan and Washington State. The first and 
largest community development bank in the 
United States, it originated $445 million in new 
mission investment in its targeted local commu
nities in 2007, bringing its cumulative total 
to $3.4 billion. 

ShoreBank deploys banking and non-banking 
institutions to support rental housing rehabilita
tion, purchase and rehab for home ownership, 
personal asset accumulation, sustainable and 
small business development through an array 
of bank and non-bank financial products and 
information services. 
Ms. Houghton holds an M.A. in international 
studies from Johns Hopkins University and a B.A. 
cum laude from Marquette University. For 
a decade, beginning in 1983, she was a short
term advisor in Bangladesh to the Grameen Bank 
and Bangladesh Rural Advancement Commit-
tee and later in Pakistan to the Aga Khan Rural 
Support Program. She is a director of the Calvert 
Foundation, Women's World Banking and the 
Rapid Results Institute. Mary Houghton was 
named American Banker's Community Banker 
of the Year for 2004, and one of America's Best 
leaders 2007 by U.S. News and World Report. 
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Grace La 

Principal, La Dallman Architects, Milwaukee, 
Associate Professor of Architecture, 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, WI 

Grace La graduated magna cum laude from 
Harvard University in 1992 in visual and envi
ronmental studies, and in 1995 received her 
professional MArch from the Harvard Graduate 
School of Design, where she graduated with 
distinction, and was awarded the Clifford Wong 
Housing Prize for innovation in multi-family 
dwelling. She is tenured at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and is the 2005 recipient 
of the UWM Distinguished Undergraduate 
Teaching Award. Ms. La is a three-time recipient 
of the Faculty Design Award from the Association 
of Collegiate Schools of Architecture. 

Ms. La is a founding partner in La Dallman 
Architects. Together, Mr. Dallman and Ms. La 
have worked together and separately in distin
guished architecture firms in London, Vienna, 
Montreal, Chicago, New York, and Boston, and 
have designed a wide range of building types. 
Recently completed and current projects include 
the Employee Meeting Center at Miller Brewing 
Company, the Great lakes future exhibition for 
Discovery World at Pier Wisconsin, the Milwau
kee Montessori Open Air Classroom, and the 
levy House. The Crossroads project, including 
the Brady St. Bus Shelter, an urban plaza and the 
Marsupial Bridge, received a Rudy Bruner Award 
Silver Medal in 2007. 

La Dallman Architects has been published re
gionally, nationally, and internationally in such 
publications as Architecrural Record, April 2001 
as the featured emerging architectural firm, and 
December 2002, as one of four small firms 
nationally working on large scale projects. They 
have lectured broadly on their design work and 
were selected for solo exhibitions in Chicago 
and Milwaukee. 

In addition, Ms. La is tenured at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and is the 2005 recipient 
of the UWM Distinguished Undergraduate 
Teaching Award. She has a particular interest in 
the importance of well designed urban infra
structure. Her design studio focuses on building 
construction and technology theory. 

lair Lynch 

President, CEO, 
JAIR LYNCH Development Partners, 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. lynch has more than fourteen years 
experience in public and private real estate 
development and construction, including 
projects in both California and Washington, 
DC. He founded lAIR LYNCH in 1998 and has 
since been contracted to manage more than 
$400 million of development and construction 
projects involving new construction and historic 
preservation, institutional and multi-family 
residential uses, and mixed-uses. 

JAIR LYNCH is an urban regeneration company 
that seeks to responsibly transform urban mar
kets by creating extraordinary neighborhoods. 
With more than 1,000,000 SF of development 
completed, 500,000 SF under construction in 
2008, and more than 800,000 SF in the pipeline 
JAIR LYNCH empowers people, develops place 
and creates prosperity. 
As President & CEO of JAIR LYNCH Develop
ment Partners, Mr. lynch assumes primary 
responsibility for firm management and project 
coordination. 
He is an active member of several non-profit 
boards of directors, including the US Olympic 
Committee, DC Building Industry Association, 
Manna, Inc. and Recreation Wish list Commit
tee. Mr. lynch has also been integrally involved 
with Cultural Tourism DC, DC 2012 Olympic 
Coalition and the Fannie Mae Foundation's 
Advisory Committee on Affordable Housing 
leadership. 

Mr. lynch was a two·time member of the United 
States Olympic Team. In 1996, as captain of the 
US Olympic Men's Gymnastics Team, he won a 
silver medal on the parallel bars. He was also a 
twelve-time All-American at Stanford University 
and is a member of the Stanford Hall of Fame 
and the US Gymnastics Hall of Fame. 

Mr. lynch holds a BS in Civil Engineering and 
a BA in Urban Design from Stanford University. 
He is a graduate of leadership Washington and 
was a 2006 John lloeb Fellow at Harvard 
University's Graduate School of Design. 

Martha Welborne, FAIA 

Managing Director, Grand Avenue Committee, 
los Angeles, CA 

Martha Lampkin Welborne, FAIA, is the 
Managing Director of the Grand Avenue Com
mittee, a publidprivate partnership focused on 
revitalizing the civic and cultural districts of 
downtown los Angeles through the creation 
of a $3.0 billion project that includes six high· 
rise buildings and a 16-acre civic park. The 
Grand Avenue initiative will add to the notable 
features that already exist at the top of Bunker 
Hill, including the Walt Disney Concert Hall, 
the Cathedral of Our lady of the Angels, the 
Music Center, the Colburn School of Perform
ing Arts, and the Museum of Contemporary Art. A 
joint powers authority, the los Angeles Grand 
Avenue Authority, was established in 2003 to 
implement the project, with the Grand Avenue 
Committee serving as the implementing staff. 

Prior to her work at Grand Avenue, Ms. Wel
borne was the Project Director of the Surface 
Transit Project, an initiative that led to the cre
ation of los Angeles County's Metro Rapid bus, 
one of the most successful new transit systems 
in the country. As an architect and city plan
ner, she previously has worked as an Associate 
Partner of Skidmore, Owings & MerrillllP in 
los Angeles. She was also a Principal of Sasaki 
Associates, Inc. in Boston. 

Welborne currently serves as a member of 
MIT's Visiting Committee for the Department 
of Urban Studies and Plannin8t serves on the 
Board of the Community Foundation land 
Trust, and serves on the Board of Councilors for 
USC's School of Architecture and for Classical 
KUSC. She graduated from the University of 
Notre Dame with a Bachelor of Architecture 
degree and received the Master of Architecture 
in Advanced Studies degree and the Master in 
City Planning degree from MIT. She was also a 
loeb Fellow at Harvard University's Graduate 
School of Design, and is a member of the Col
lege of Fellows of the American Institute of Ar
chitects. Currently, she serves as the President 
of the los Angeles Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects. 
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2007 Maxwel Finalist -
Boley Centers, Inc 
Pinellas County Safe 
Haven 

2007 Maxwel Winner 
Downtown Emergency 
Service Center. 1811 
Eastlake ~rtments 

2007 Maxwel Finalist -
Avesta Housing 
Development Corp: logan 
Place 

2007 Maxwel Finalist -
Colorado Coalition for the 
Homeless: Renaissance 
at Civic Center 
Apartments 

2007 Maxwel Finalist 
Skid Row Housing Trust: 
St. George Hotel 

2007 Maxwel Finalist 
Avalon Housing: Carrot 
Wa Apartments 

2007 Maxwel Finalist -
East liberty: Sojourner 
House MOMS 

2007 Maxwel Finalist -
Men:y Housing lakefront: 
Wentworth Commons 

2007 Maxwel Wmner -
Umpqua Community 
Action Networ1<: 
Grandview Homes 

2007 Maxwel Finalist -
Aeon: St. Barnabas 
Apartments 

2007 Maxwel Finalist -
Common Ground: The 
Christopher's Foyer 
Program 

2007 Maxwea Wmner
La Casa Norte: Solid 
Ground Supportive 
Housing Program 

2007 Maxwel Wmner 
The Connection Fund: 
Legion Woods 

2007 Maxwel Finalist -
Coalition for the Hungry 
and Homeless of Brevard 
County, Inc.: Victory 
Vilage 

17th Maxwel Awards 
W~nners and Finalists 
Announced 

Enter Search Teml S•~rch Sote 
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Home : 2007 Max wei Awards for Excelence 2007 Max wei w or~ner - La casa Norte: Solid 
Ground Supportove Housong Program 

2007 Maxwell Winner - La Casa Norte: 
Solid Ground Supportive Housing 
Program 

Ove rview : 

Solid Ground's male focus, bilingual services, and rrulticul1ural emphasis 

are distinct in the homeless youth service provider arena and are tailored 

to the predominantly Latino and black youth who are served by this 

Chicago program. Overcoming the barriers of raosm and language, th1s 

project provides supports that foster pnde in the culture and an 

understanding that. even in poverty. VIOlence is never a good chotee 

Solid Ground's service strategies are designed to reduce the long-term 

symptoms of trauma that place youth at risk for violent behavior, poor 

adjustment, and serious mental health difficulties. This approach 

encourages safety and independence from the moment the youth enter 

the house and continues with follow-up care once they exit the program. 

Video Presentation: 

Watch the 20 minute presentation by La Casa Norte's leadership at the 

Maxwell Finalist Presentations event on January 24, 2008, including 

question and answer with the 2007 Maxwell Awards' Advisory Committee. 

VIDEO PRESENTATION BY 
LEADERSHIP 

DOWNLOAD TWO PAGE 
SUMMARY OF PROJECT 

CATEGORY 

Homeless Youth 

VISIT PROGRAMS WEBSITE 

www.lacasanorte.or11 

ABOUT THE 2007 MAXWELL 
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

The Fannte Mae Foundabon, 10 
colaborabon w1h the 
Pamershtp ID End long Term 
Horrelessness, wl present four 
awards ID nonprofit or 
nonprofit/for profit colaborabons 
to recognae outsland1ng 
de~elopment of suppono,e and 
affordable housing for homeless 
ind1\iduals and tam•es. The 
Maxv.el Awards of Elc:elence 
program shcN.cases the 
outstmding \11011( or nonprofit 
organa.ations 10 delelopang and 
rremta1111ng affoniable housing 
Each 2007 MalaM!~ Awards 
reoptenl v.il recer.e a $75,000 
grant ID conbnue 1ts \11011( in the 
fiek:l of supportr.e and 
affordable housing tor homeless 
1nd1\iduals and famies. 

• As v.e celebrate the 20th 
ann1-..ersary or the Help the 
Homeless program, v.e're 
elllremely pleased ID learn up 
wth the Par1neflhlp ID End long 
Term Homelessness ID Identify 
and hlghlght some of the most 
creative and lnnovab-.e 
affordable and suppor1Ml 
housrng de\tek)pmen1s for 

12/12/2008 7:00PM 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS - 2007 
MAXWELL AWARDS Location: Ch1cago, lllinrns 

Target Population: Youth 

#of new units created: 16 

Income level of residents: 

< 30% AMI · 1 OO'io or residents 

Support Services Offered: 

On-slle services case management that offers career preparation, life 

sk11ls development that proVIdes the bUilding blocks of independence, 

financ1alliteracy education, housing advocacy, education and career 

preparatiOn. nutnt1onal serviCes 

homeless 1ndMduals and 
famles across the country: 
5ald Peter Beard, eJeCUtr.e 
darectJr of the Fannie Mae 
Foundabon 

Home 1 About Us I QuestiOns & Answers 1 Knowledge Center I Events & Semonars 1 Press Center 1 Contact Us 
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Driehaus winner points way with solid design principles 
By Blair Kamin and 
February 10, 2008 

This being political season, let's take a poll. An archi-poll. The benefitsof architecture most often go to A) the rich or 
B) the poor. 
You answered "A" of course, and you're right. Which is too bad, becausedesign affects everybody, regardless of 
race, gender or tax bracket. 
For 11 years now, Chicago philanthropist Richard Driehaus has been fightingthe idea that good design should 
mainly benefit the wealthy - or that itcou/d be found only amid Chicago's downtown. Driehaus was hardly the first 
tothink along these democratic lines, but he had the megamillions to dosomething about it. So he endowed what I 
admiringly call the Poor Man'sPritzker Architecture Prize: the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation Awards forExcellence 
in Community Design. 
This year's three winners, which were announced Thursday, come with anunexpected twist. The first-place award 
and $15,000 didn't go to StanleyTigerman's boxy, courtyard-enhanced Pacific Garden Mission at 1458 S. CanalS!. 
That came in second. Nor was the top prize bestowed upon Helmut Jahn'ssleek, bread loaf-shaped single-room 
occupancy building in the 1200 block ofNorth C/ybourn Avenue. It finished third. 
The big winner was an unpretentious three-story building at 3507 W. NorthAve. in Humboldt Park. It goes by the 
unwieldy name of the Solid GroundSupportive Housing Facility. The Chicago firm of Landon Bone Baker turned 
the building into a home for 16 formerly homeless men, some of whom have beenphysically abused or sold 
themselves for sex. It's not a homeless shelter.lt's "transitional housing," a place where these men can regroup and 
maybeeven thrive. 
And it's a first-rate example of architecture's social promise. 
Built for La Casa Notre, which claims to be the only Chicago non-profitproviding shelter and programming to men 
ages 16 to 21, Solid Ground isflanked by a storefront church and a fruit market. This is a Starbucks-freezone. But 
the rehabbed building simultaneously uplifts its surroundings andcreates a haven from them. 
The $938,500 gut job, which was completed late last year and backed by city and state funds, was co-designed by 
Landon Bone Baker principal Jeff Bone andproject architect Jack Schroeder. 
Subtle hints 
On the outside, tuck-pointing brought fresh luster to the two tones ofibrick, with their corbeling, pilasters and window 
surrounds. The architects inserted a steel beam that spans most of the ground-floor facade, allowing itto be more 
open and light-filled than before. A projecting steel canopysignals the entrance and matches the orange hue of a 
remaining cast-ironco/umn. 
These deft insertions of modernity into a historic facade hint subtly atthe big moves that occur within. 
There, the architects were faced with a mandate that, at first blush, sounds cruel: Put 16 apartments in a building 
that used to have two. Thatsounds impossibly cramped. But the building feels far more spacious than its/imited size. 
To carve out the needed living area, the architects lowered the basementcrawl space by three feet and extended 
apartments into the area once occupiedby the back porch. 
Domestic details 
The enlarged basement became home to common areas such as a computer room. The first floor was transformed 
into staff offices, a kitchen and a diningroom that overlooks a back-yard garden. Floors two and three were set 
asidefor the mini-apartments, which range in size from 72 square feet to 85 squarefeet. Each one is slightly 
different, and they all have built-in wood bunksand fold-down desks that leave the floors as open as possible. 
One reason it all works, I think, has to do with the way the architectsconceived the rehab. 
Whereas Jahn designed his five-story, 96-unit SRO like a Euro chic hotel, they shaped their building like a house. 
It's high-touch, not high-tech, fullof domestic details such as solid, unornamented wood stair rails. None of this is 
corny. It's simple and straightforward, a "warm modernism" attuned inspirit with the late, great Finnish architect 
Alvar Aalto. Jahn's building, asgood as it is, remains "cool modernism," a bit too machinelike. 
The architects' handling of natura/light turned out to be equallyimportant. Light brightens. Light heals. But it wasn't 
easy to introduce lightinto this building, which is jammed cheek-by-jowl onto a typica/25-foot-wideby 125-foot-/ong 

12/12/2008 7:17PM 
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(;nlcago lot. Lancon tione tiaKer mam1y ma It w1m a sKyngmaoove me mam stairwell ana wmaows m me oacK mat 
nearly stretch fromfioor to ceiling. Nothing brilliant. Just the right moves. 
What really sets the building apart, however, is its attention to humanexperience, which is by turns clever and 
empathetic. 
It's no coincidence that Solid Ground has a large vestibule where residentscan gather. Keeping people off the 
street helped beat back "not-in-my-backyard" opposition to the facility, Bone said. 
Bright corridors 
The apartment-floor corridors are brightened by track lights that somedaywill shine on wall-displayed art. In the 
basement, weight-lifting equipment isnot just for exercise, but to help residents get out nervous energy. Solflores, 
La Casa Norte's executive director, calls the workouts a form of "harmreduction," a way to change destructive 
living patterns. 
Most important, like all good homes, Solid Ground has an interactive heart, the dining and kitchen area, where the 
residents can build bonds they couldn'tmake by staying in their rooms. 
The residents seem to love it. Bone proudly showed off a picture of oneresident who builds skyscraper models in 
his apartment. Another resident, 18-year-old Antuan Johnson, said Monday while cutting out red hearts 
forValentine's Day: "It's a place where I can build a foundation." 
Everybody should see this building. It's full of lessons about goodarchitecture - about the wise use of structure, 
planning, light andmaterials, and how they can fill even the smallest of spaces withlife-affirming spirit. This is what 
architecture needs today: not morespectacle, but more solid design that rebuilds lives, neighborhoods andcities. 
Thanks to the Poor Man's Pritzkers for reminding us of that. 

IN THE WEB EDITION 
View a photo gallery of the Solid Ground Supportive Housing Facility,winner of the Richard H. Driehaus Foundation 
Award for Excellence in Community Design, at chicagotribune.com/shelter. 

bkamin@tribune.com 
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Resident with Sears 
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