
                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

 

  

 

  

Running head: DISSERTATION 

The Ontology of Hope: A Phenomenological Study of Constituents of Hope among Street 

Children in Port-au-Prince, Haiti 

by 

Dieuveut Gaïty, MSW 

March 1, 2018 

A dissertation submitted to the Faculty of the Graduate School of the University at Buffalo, State 

University of New York in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy 

School of Social Work 



                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

DISSERTATION 

Copyright by 

Dieuveut Gaïty 

2018 

ii 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

  

DISSERTATION iii 

Dedication 

This study is dedicated to street children in Haiti and around the world. Additionally, it is 

dedicated to people [individuals] who are incessantly striving for resources– that are unequally 

distributed– so they can change their dreams into goals, their goals into objectives, and their 

objectives into accomplishments in order to have a better future. 

Dedikas 

Rechèch sa dedye ak tout timoun kap viv nan lari nan Ayiti ak nan rès mond lan. An plis, 

rechèch sa dedye ak tout moun nan mond sa ki ap goumen san rete pou yo jwenn resous pou yo 

kapab fe rèv yo tounen bon jan objektif, epi pou yo rive reyalize objektif sa yo san tèt chaje pou 

yon demen miyò. 
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Abstract 

Amidst poverty and social inequalities, street children have emerged as a complex 

phenomenon to be examined at a demographic, conceptual, theoretical and empirical level. In 

that respect, this dissertation sought to examine and describe street children’s hope for the future 

and its constituents. This study was theoretically grounded in the conservation of resources, 

resilience and social disorganization theories in order to explain the new waves of characteristics 

of hope that emerge in a poverty-related context among street children. Using a 

phenomenological approach (Creswell, 2009; Moustakas, 1994; Van Manen, 1990) and a semi-

structured interview guide, 25 street children who are from the ages of 14 through 17 in Port-au-

Prince, Haiti were conveniently recruited and interviewed. The study findings suggested that 

hope is not only a construct. Hope is also a way of life that is associated with lived experiences 

of actual individuals and their life narratives, especially the ones living in a poverty-related 

context. Second, hope is non-secular. Notions of spirituality, religiosity and divinity/deity are 

strongly emphasized in the current study of street children’s hope. Third, hope is not apolitical. 

The macro-system, especially politics and social structures influence the fluctuations of hope on 

a continuum. Fourth, hope is both individual and relational. The relational aspect of hope is as 

crucial, if not more, as the individual-centered hope. Fifth, hope is existential, and is considered 

as the core element in the survival mode– survival attitudes, behaviors and practices. Overall, in 

terms of implications, the study provided new avenues for social sciences researchers to de-

construct and re-construct their worldviews, conceptualization and theorization on individuals 

and their hope for the future. 
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Chapter I: Introduction 

Problem and Background 

Worldwide, the estimated rate of global poverty is as high as 1.2 billion people living on 

less than $1 per day (Barrientos & Hulme, 2005). Particularly in resource-constrained regions 

(Embleton, Atwoli, Ayuku, & Braitstein, 2013), these people are affected by extreme, severe and 

chronic poverty. At-risk children and youth face death from poverty-related causes, such as 

under and malnourishment, lack of drinkable water, basic sanitation, shelter, education, and 

healthcare (Freeman, 2015). 

Street children are by definition considered at-risk and vulnerable children. They 

represent one particular category of children in adversity among many others around the world. 

Children who experience adversity face greater threats to their survival, and a number of risks 

that will impede their biopsychosocial development (Felitti et al., 1998; Foxhall, 2013; United 

States Government Action Plan on Children in Adversity, 2012). Such context of childhood 

misfortune is often understood as adverse childhood experiences (ACE), and it is operationally 

defined as “childhood events that vary in severity are often chronic and occur in a child’s family 

or social environment to cause harm or distress, thereby disrupting the child’s physical or 

psychological health and development” (Kalmakis & Chandler, 2014, p. 1497). 

Based on the above definition, the prevalence, the number and the types of children in 

adversity around the world is quite alarming. For instance, according to the UNAIDS (2008), an 

orphan is “a child who has either lost one or both parents” (p. 13). It is estimated that there are 

153 million orphans worldwide, and 17. 8 million of them have lost both parents (United States 

Government Action Plan on Children in Adversity, 2012). Additionally, it is relevant to highlight 

that between 133 million and 275 million children worldwide each year have witnessed domestic 
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violence. Furthermore, one third of all children experience severe discipline at home, and 150 

million girls and 73 million boys have experienced forced sexual intercourse or other forms of 

sexual violence (United States Government Action Plan on Children in Adversity, 2012). An 

overall 115 million children worldwide are working in hazardous conditions, and 5.5 million are 

in forced labor. Meanwhile, due to conflict or persecution, more than 13 million children are 

internally displaced. Moreover, 300,000 children are involved with armed groups worldwide 

(United States Government Action Plan on Children in Adversity, 2012). 

Specifically, as a subcategory of children in adversity, street children have emerged as a 

complex phenomenon to be examined at a demographic, conceptual, theoretical and empirical 

level. Since 1989, the prevalence of street children worldwide is estimated to be 100 million 

according to UNICEF (UNICEF, as cited in De Benitez, 2011). While often criticized as a magic 

number due to the lack of research evidence that can support such figures (De Benitez, 2011; 

Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights [OHCHR], 2011;), the hypothetical number 

of 100 million street children worldwide may be partially reported by continent as follows: 40 

million in Latin America, 30 million in Asia, and 10 million in Africa (Slesnick, Dashora, 

Letcher, Erdem, & Serovich, 2009). Meanwhile, in Brazil only, there are 23,973 children 

working or sleeping on the streets in 75 of their cities; 23.2% of these children sleep on the 

street. 45.1% of them are between 12-15 years of age and 71.8% are male (Consortium for Street 

Children [CSC], 2012). In the U.S., there are between 500,000 and 2.8 million runaway and 

homeless youth (Slesnick et al., 2009). In Russia, the number of street children is estimated 

between 40,000 and 5 million, and it is reported that there are 800,000 abandoned children in the 

whole country. In Moscow alone, there are between 30 and 50,000 street children (Balachova, 

Bonner, & Levy, 2009). In Turkey, 42,000 of their children are living and working on the streets 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

   

DISSERTATION 13 

(Mert & Kadıoğlu, 2014). However, in Iran, there are 20,000 street children living in Tehran, and 

most of them belong to low-income families. The majority of them are over 12 years old, almost 

80% are illiterate, and 90% of them are boys (Vameghi, Sajadi, Rafiey, & Rashidian, 2014). 

Meanwhile, in Sudan, 70,000 children work and/or live in the streets (Kudrati, Plummer, & 

Yousif, 2008). However, in Kenya, the estimated number of street-involved children is between 

250,000 and 300,000 (Embleton et al., 2013). 

Finally, a recent report by World Vision in 2011 in Haiti, which is the geographical focus 

of this study, showed that there are 3380 street children in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. From that 

number, 22% of them became homeless after the earthquake of 2010; 89% are male, and one 

third of them are between 8 and 13 years old (Gallié & Marcellus, 2013). Similar to other 

countries, the street children phenomenon in Haiti also has its roots in the rapid breakdown of the 

family system, the lack of social policies and services, and the severity of poverty in the rural 

regions. The above issues pushed and forced families and children to migrate to the urban areas 

(Bernier & Ascensio, 1995; Lusk, 1992) to strive for meager resources in an oversaturated city, 

such as Port-au-Prince, in order to survive. In Haiti, amidst chaos, violence and political 

instability, the role of street children can drastically vary from daily routine (washing cars, 

loading buses, begging, or gambling) to more aggravated practices, such as being involved with 

armed gangs, robbery, prostitution (Bernier & Ascensio, 1995), vandalism, tire burning or being 

used by political activists. 

Facing all those risks and dire conditions, individuals and communities (including street 

children) worldwide constantly strive for resources in order to display resiliency and remain 

socially organized, as prerequisites to healthy and integral development. In such context, 

individuals often resort to their constructed sense of hope as a lively resource. 
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To be noted, hope is an essential constituent of life that is conducive to human 

development. Worldwide, the notion of hope allows individuals to have an optimistic outlook 

and faith in a better future; and with adequate resources, these individuals will transform their 

hopes into successful accomplishments. Particularly, in Haiti, hope represents the cornerstone of 

daily activities for the Haitian population. Due to the lack of resources needed for a healthy and 

prosperous life, hope related themes, thoughts and behaviors become even more connected to 

different aspects of life in Haiti (i.e. family, school, music, Vodou practices and rituals, politics, 

church, leisure activities, tales, health, agriculture, commerce, organizations, etc.). As significant 

as hope and resources must be to the development of human capital in Haiti, the lack thereof 

would more likely devalue the quality of life of the individuals and communities due to the inter-

relation of hope with life satisfaction and resilience (Aronowitz, 2005; Hoy, Suldo, & Mendez, 

2013; Marques, Lopez, & Mitchell, 2013; Wu, 2011; You et al., 2008). Children are the most 

vulnerable and are affected more by the lack of hope and resources to live healthy and satisfying 

lives (Grineski, 2014; Mohan & Shields, 2014), especially when extreme, severe and chronic 

poverty worldwide are growing (Shepherd et al., 2014). 

In Haiti particularly, children from different regions often leave their families or the 

pseudo-foster care system– commonly called the “restavèk” system (Hoffman, 2015)– to create a 

living on the streets that consigns them to an existence as street children in order to survive. 

Street children are among the most vulnerable populations in Haiti. They strive to garner 

sporadic and meager resources in order to cope with the misery and deprivation they experience 

on a daily basis. In Creole, a variety of terminology is often used to pinpoint a street child. 

Among other terms, a street child in Haiti is often called, “Timoun Lari, San Manman, Ti Lari, 

Se Lavi, Kokorat, Rat Pa Kaka, Ti Rat, or Grapyay”. All of these terms have historical and 
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political roots in Haiti, and they are pejoratively characterizing the children who are living and 

working on the streets. In such context, this current study delved into the life of street children in 

Haiti in order to examine their sense of hope as constructed in the streets amidst poverty, chaos 

and stigma. 

Studies regarding the importance of hope on different aspects of individuals’ lives have 

been conducted worldwide. There is an existing psychometric instrument to measure the 

construct of hope among adults and children worldwide. More precisely, the Children’s Hope 

Scale (CHS), which consists of six items based on a 6–point Likert scale, has been proven valid 

and reliable to measure children’s hope (Snyder et al., 1997; Snyder, Lopez, Shorey, Rand, & 

Feldman, 2003). However, in Haiti, studies on hope are non-existent even though the notion of 

hope is one of the most popular cognitive and behavioral expressions of resilience among adults 

and children in Haiti. There is a need to explore empirically the notion of hope in the Haitian 

communities in order to foster a better quality of life among the population. In a context of 

extreme poverty and political instability, where children and families are attempting to embark 

on complex journeys to survive, the sense of hope guiding them needs to be studied in order to 

understand its role in Haiti. This qualitative study was conducted to explore the notion of hope 

among children of the streets in Haiti, particularly in Port-au-Prince. 

Research Questions and Objectives 

This current study focused on examining the significance, characteristics and role of hope 

in a poverty context among the street children in Haiti. Several studies have demonstrated the 

significance of hope in youth development (Adelabu, 2008; Barnum, Snyder, Rapoff, Mani, & 

Thompson, 1998; Padilla-Walker, Hardy, & Christensen, 2011; You et al., 2008). In addition, 

research has shown that social, cultural and economic factors are able to foster hope among 
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children and adolescents (Atwell, Gifford, & McDonald-Wilmsen, 2009; McCabe & Barnett, 

2000; Nichols, Kotchick, Barry, & Haskins, 2010). In that respect, in order to understand the 

factors that nurture hope among the street children in Haiti, the following four research questions 

will guide this study. 

1. How do children of the street who are aged 14 to 17 years old in Haiti perceive 

hope? 

2. What different factors and conditions foster hope among street children in Haiti? 

3. What conditions/situations are detrimental to the culture of hope among street 

children in Haiti? 

4. How do street children perceive the future direction of their country as a whole? 

Based on these four research questions, four objectives were identified in this study: 

(a) Define the notion of hope using the street children’s voice and language, 

(b) Examine, describe and interpret the elements that contribute to increases or 

decreases in levels of hope among the street children, 

(c) Explore the street children’s understanding of the overall future direction of Haiti 

and its communities, 

(d) Outline implications for Social Work regarding child welfare in Haiti. 

In order to answer these research questions, a qualitative research design and rigorous 

methodological processes were used in this study. The qualitative design, based on a 

phenomenological approach, facilitated a description of how street children understand the 

meaning of their experiences with regard to the constructs of hope. In depth-interviews was also 

used to collect data until saturation of themes were achieved. A convenience sample of street 

children was used in this study. 
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Significance of the Study 

At a national level, the results from this study provide an understanding of the quality of 

life and the sense of hope of street children in Haiti in their efforts to survive, and ways it helps 

them cope with day-to-day life conditions. Likewise, this study provides officials, academics and 

practitioners in Haiti with critical information regarding street children’s internal assets, as well 

as the significant external resources contributing to the development of their hope. Further, it is 

intended to guide the development of appropriate legislation and social policy to nurture and 

provide better living conditions to the population, especially children and families. It thus has the 

potential to promote the well-being and life satisfaction of street children in Haiti while 

providing them access to resources with respect and dignity. Due to its significance at the 

national level, this study is likely to generate interest from practitioners regarding human rights 

and social justice advocacy for street children in Haiti. 

At a global level, this study aims to contribute to the array of literature on street children 

by focusing on the strengths of this population rather than pathogenic perspectives, such as 

epidemiology, problems and risks. Specifically, substance use (Milburn et al., 2012; Peterson, 

Baer, Wells, Ginzler, & Garrett, 2006; Slesnick, Prestopnik, Meyers, & Glassman, 2007), mental 

health (Ferguson & Xie, 2008; Slesnick et al., 2007), sexual risks (Gleghorn et al., 1997; Milburn 

et al., 2012), and problem behaviors (Cauce et al., 1994; Milburn et al., 2012) are among the 

most researched variables regarding street children worldwide. By using a strength-based 

perspective to study aspects of development and the quality of life of street children, this study 

explores possibilities for future research to invest more in developing protective and resilient 

qualities of vulnerable groups– street children– instead of focusing on problems and weaknesses. 
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Lastly, at an academic level, the majority of empirical literature on street children has 

been quantitative. Thus, this qualitative study adds to our understanding of street children’s 

capacity and ability to hope, set goals for their life, and create plans to achieve those goals. 

Definition of the Concepts and Terms 

Children’s quality of life.  This concept refers to the conditions of well-being, positive 

growth and development of a child in a healthy environment (Axford, 2009). Quality of life does 

not only focus on children’s degree of performance based on their health, happiness and life 

satisfaction, it also focuses on contributory factors such as material goods, relationships, and 

prosperous living environment (Skevington & Gillison, 2006). In the street children related 

context, Shiluvane, Khoza, Lebese, & Shiluvane (2012) defined quality of life as “the degree of 

excellence that a street child experiences involving not only his physical well-being, but all 

aspects of life as stated in the definition of health” (p. 175). 

Hope. This concept refers to the projection of a positive future, which is based on a 

combination of sense of personal mastery, psychological well-being, life purpose and meaning, 

coping ability, a sense of the possible (Miller & Powers, 1988; Stoddard, McMorris, & Sieving, 

2011) and a belief that a better tomorrow exists (Hinds, 1984). Theoretically, for the purposes of 

this study, hope is defined according to Snyder (2002) as, “the perceived capability to derive 

pathways to desired goals, and motivate oneself via agency thinking to use those pathways” (p. 

249). 

Life satisfaction. This concept is understood as the “judgmental process in which 

individuals assess the quality of their lives on the basis of their own unique set of criteria’’ (Hoy 

et al., 2013, p. 1344; Pavot & Diener, 1993, p. 164). 
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Poverty. This concept is defined as deprived living conditions that are due to the scarcity 

of resources in a given region. In this particular context, children become poor if their or their 

family’s income cannot allow them to satisfy their basic needs, enjoy goods, products, services 

and activities in their country or communities, which can vary from the bare essentials of 

survival to the acceptable or adequate living (Axford, 2009; Gordon, 2006; Lloyd, 2006). 

At-risk children. This concept is composed of the category of children who live in 

situations of deprivation, and lack sufficient access to social, economic, health, and educational 

opportunities to be guaranteed a healthy development and live a fulfilled life (Ferguson & 

Heidemann, 2009). 

Social capital. Social capital is defined as lively resources that are embedded in the 

individuals’ social networks, which can be accessed or mobilized through significant social ties, 

i.e., relationships within these networks (Rostila, 2010). 

Spirituality. MacKinlay defines spirituality as “the personal quest for understanding 

answers to ultimate questions about life, about meaning and about relationships to the sacred or 

the transcendent which may (or may not) lead to or arise from the development of religious 

rituals” (2006, p. 13). Another definition suggests that spirituality is “a quality that goes beyond 

religious affiliation that strives for inspiration, reverence, awe, meaning and purpose”, and it can 

be understood “as a belief in a supernatural or divine force that has power over the universe and 

commands worship and obedience” (Murray & Zentner, 1989, pp. 257-259). However, Senreich 

(2013) provides an inclusive definition by stating: 

Spirituality refers to a human being's subjective relationship (cognitive, emotional, and 

intuitive) to what is unknowable about existence, and how a person integrates that 
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relationship into a perspective about the universe, the world, others, self, moral values, 

and one's sense of meaning. (p. 553) 

Limitations of the Study 

This research has several limitations. The first is that it uses a convenience sample and 

thus may not fully represent the population of street children in Haiti. Another limitation related 

to this sample is that only those street children in Port-au-Prince were recruited. Thus it may not 

sufficiently represent the conditions experienced by those living on the street in other areas of the 

country. Likewise, this study only represents conditions in Haiti and cannot be fully generalized 

to other countries. The qualitative nature of the methods used to garner information also 

represents a limitation due to the reliance on self-report with the potential of social approval by 

respondents. Lastly, this study was limited in terms of gender balance in the sample because the 

male street children in Haiti are more visible than the female ones. 

Summary of the Chapters 

In this study, there are seven main chapters. Chapter I is introductory; Chapter II covers 

the main theories that are used to explain the development of hope among the street children in 

Haiti; Chapter III presents the literature on what is known about street children and the role of 

hope in children and youth’s development. Chapter IV presents the methodology of the study. 

Chapter V presents the results post-data collection. Chapter VI discusses the results in order to 

provide intelligible meaning to the findings. Chapter VII presents the conclusion, limitations and 

implications of the study. 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

  

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

DISSERTATION 21 

Chapter II: Theoretical Framework 

In this study, three theories are used as an explanatory framework in association with the 

phenomenological perspective to examine the dynamic constituents of street children’s hope in 

Haiti. The three theories– conservation of resources, resilience, and social disorganization– are 

discussed in the following section, and are synoptically depicted in Figure 1 at the end of this 

chapter. 

Conservation of Resources Theory 

The conservation of resources (COR) theory is often classified among the theories of 

motivation (Halbesleben, Neveu, Paustian-Underdahl, & Westman, 2014). Although the most 

prominent motivation theory is the Maslow’s hierarchy of needs that focuses on the significance 

of needs satisfaction (particularly the basic needs) to the development of the individuals 

(Maslow, 1987; Deci & Ryan, 2000; Deci & Ryan, as cited in Corr & Matthews, 2009), the 

conservation of resources theory is fundamental to this current study. 

The conservation of resources (COR) theory stipulates that individuals strive to retain, 

protect, nurture and build resources. COR also suggests that the perceived or actual loss of these 

resources constitutes a potential threat to the individuals (Hobfoll, 1989). Some key principles of 

the COR theory are related to the ideas that (a) resource loss is disproportionally more salient 

than resource gain, and (b) individuals must invest resources to protect themselves against loss of 

resources, recover from losses, and to finally gain resources (Hobfoll, 2001). In addition to the 

principles, the COR theory relies on corollaries in order to further describe the relationships of 

individuals and resources. The first corollary posits that individuals with a greater amount of 

resources are less at-risk to resource loss. In return, they are more likely to obtain resources and 

replace lost resources. Conversely, individuals with the least amount of resources are more 
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vulnerable to loss of resources, which decreases their capabilities to acquire additional resources 

or replace those lost. The second corollary asserts that individuals who lack resources are more 

vulnerable to resource loss, and their initial loss produces future losses, which will confine them 

in a cycle of resource loss. The third corollary underlines the ideas that the individuals with the 

most resources are most able to acquire resources, and that initial resource gain produces the 

potential for additional gains. However, because resource loss is more prominent than resource 

gain, the cycles of resource loss will have a greater impact on the individuals than resource gain. 

The last corollary highlights that the individuals with the fewest resources are most likely to 

defend and conserve existing resources (Hobfoll, 2001). In that respect, the notion of resource 

can be defined as objects, personal characteristics, conditions, energies or assets that are valued 

and used in the course of life to produce goods and services that meet humans’ needs and wants, 

as well as to protect other resources (Hobfoll, 1989; Hobfoll, 2001; McConnell, Brue, & Flynn, 

2011). 

On the same token, COR theory suggests that when the actors (persons, groups and 

communities) experience loss of resources and have limited resources to counterbalance the loss, 

they are more likely to enter the cycle of what Hobfoll (1989) termed as “loss spirals” (p. 519). 

Other authors designated this concept as risk caravans to emphasize a constellation of risks 

factors in one’s life that can be accumulated and accelerated, and that can lead to having 

cumulative adverse effects on the development of the individuals, groups and communities 

(Layne, Briggs, & Courtois, 2014). Resource loss can be prevented through resource surpluses 

and resource replacement. In order to offset the possibility of future resource loss, people 

develop resource surpluses. 
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Moreover, people utilize other resources to replace the loss they have experienced in 

order to buffer the potential consequences of the resources loss (Hobfoll, 1989). Counteracting 

the notion of risk caravans, individuals, families, groups, organizations and communities can 

integrate beneficial life conditions/circumstances as resource caravan passageways to assist them 

in consolidating, developing, protecting and enriching their resource reservoirs (Hobfoll, 2010). 

In this regard, social support, networks, and social capital play an important role in creating 

resource caravan passageways of social and economic exchanges (inter-personal, intra-families 

or inter-household) to help members to cope with stress, strains and crisis on a daily basis or 

during disasters (Seiling, 2006). 

As evidence, conservation of resources theory has been used in many studies related to 

vulnerable children, families and communities (Alvaro et al., 2010; Maiter, Stalker & Alaggia, 

2009; Schumm, Stines, Hobfoll & Jackson, 2005; Tartakovsky, 2010; Zamani, Gorgievski-

Duijvesteijn & Zarafshani, 2006; Zeidner, Ben-Zur & Reshef-Weil, 2011). Particularly relevant 

are those that have a poverty-related context. Street children in Haiti undergo the loss spirals due 

to the accumulation of systematic resource loss– actual or perceived threat of resource loss on a 

daily basis, which can vary from lack of food, safety, and justice to lack of education. The 

resource loss might also be related to environmental circumstances such as disasters, extreme 

poverty, crisis, family breakdown or daily hazards (Alvaro et al., 2010; Zamani et al., 2006). In 

this study, conservation of resources theory opts to explain how adverse conditions– resource 

loss, poverty, abuse, hunger, lack of parental control, mental health, etc.– are likely to increase 

children’s vulnerability to being either pushed or pulled to the streets in quest of resources on a 

daily basis. 
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In the current study, conservation of resources theory was used to explore how street 

children strive to survive through the usage, retention, nurturing and production of resources. 

They develop a set of behaviors to cope with the resource loss through their daily activities while 

holding onto their hopeful motives (Snyder et al., 1991) and thoughts, and developing actions 

toward achieving their goals. One of the fundamental survival skills and strategies is that street 

children develop social ties to one another to form a community, in essence a surrogate family 

(Stephenson, 2001) or a tribe in order to partake in the quest for resources– resource gain, 

resource replacement, resource surplus, resource sharing, resource loss prevention, and resource 

investment (Hobfoll, 1989). To be noted, the term tribe in the conservation of resource theory 

refers to social aggregations of people into groups beyond the level of family, and it may include 

formal and informal groups of friends, colleagues, organizations, and communities (Hobfoll, 

2001). Within the tribe, street children regularly rely on the social ties/networks to practice 

reciprocal exchanges of social and economic resources as a means of survival that becomes a 

practical form of social support and social capital (Seiling, 2006). In such context, street 

children’s behaviors in regard to seeking and obtaining resources on a daily basis constitute the 

framework of their living conditions to which they will develop a sense of mastery, learned 

resourcefulness (Eroglu, Akbaba, Adigüzel, & Peker, 2014; Hobfoll, 1989), self-efficacy, locus 

of control (Freund & Riediger, 2001; Halbesleben et al., 2014), and hope (Bolland, 2003). 

Resilience Theory 

In the context of conceptual extension, the concept of resilience is especially important to 

the study. Resilience is the interaction between protective factors– salutogenic approach – and 

risks in the environment and/or within the individual– pathogenic approach (Ungar, 2004; Sun & 

Stewart, 2007). The capacity of individuals to adapt to risks is a measure of their capacity for 
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resilience in order to maintain a healthy balance in coping with adverse life conditions. Risk 

factors are considered vulnerabilities, problems, stresses and adversity to which the individuals 

are more likely to be exposed during their life course. Conversely, the protective factors– 

individual and environmental– buffer the effect of the risks on the individuals, while enhancing 

their ability to resist those stresses, vulnerabilities and problems (Luthar, 2003; Luthar & 

Cicchetti, 2000; Rutter, 1987). Thus, resilience can be conceptualized and manifested in four 

major steps (a) existing risks– biopsychosocial or environmental, (b) exposure to a high-

magnitude stressor, (c) stress response, and (d) return to baseline functioning (Johnson, 2009). 

Furthermore, from a conceptual to a theoretical perspective, resilience theory is 

composed of explanatory frameworks to demonstrate how individuals can overcome adversity. 

In other words, resilience theory strives to explain the capabilities and assets of the individuals 

(Maluccio, 2002; Saleebey, 2002) to restore or maintain internal or external balance under 

significant threats and adversities (Masten, Best, & Garmezy, 1991). The concept of resilience 

encompasses individual characteristics and the environmental context, where risk factors that 

originated from life stressors are confronted with the existing protective factors to buffer the 

impact of the risks on the individuals (Maluccio, 2002). Besides the intersect of protective and 

risk factors, the concepts of spirituality, social capital and social support represent the 

cornerstone of resilience theory in terms of how crucial inter-relational and spiritual resources 

are to the healthy functioning of the individuals and communities when they face adversity. 

Spirituality. According to MacKinlay (2006), “spirituality is the personal quest for 

understanding answers to ultimate questions about life, about meaning and about relationships to 

the sacred or the transcendent which may (or may not) lead to or arise from the development of 

religious rituals” (p. 13). As a complex concept, the definition of spirituality varies.  Senreich 
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(2013) in a recent study argued for an inclusive definition of spirituality for social work 

education and practice. The author suggested: 

Spirituality refers to a human being's subjective relationship (cognitive, emotional, and 

intuitive) to what is unknowable about existence, and how a person integrates that 

relationship into a perspective about the universe, the world, others, self, moral values, 

and one's sense of meaning. (p. 553) 

Studies argued that spirituality represents a significant factor in the development of 

children’s resiliency. In the process of facing adversity and hardships, the belief in a 

spiritual/higher power or supernatural forces (Bernado, 2010) represents the highest source of 

resilience (Dillen, 2012; Gunnestad & Thwala, 2011) for children and adults. Findings from 

other studies underscored that the source of the creative force that influences a person to grow 

from survival to hopefulness or self-actualization (Richardson, 2002) emerges from spiritual 

domains (Dillen, 2012). In many cultures, such force or energy may be classified as Geist, Chi, 

Spirit, Quanta, or God (Richardson, 2002). 

In the extant literature, although spirituality differs from religiosity, both have positive 

effects on the development of children (Gunnestad & Thwala, 2011; Pargament & Cummings, as 

cited in Reich, Zautra & Hall, 2010; Wright & Masten, as cited in Goldstein & Brooks, 2005). 

Religion and spirituality encompass the intersectionality of notions related to protective factors, 

prevention and culture (McBride, 2013) such as hope, resilience, life satisfaction and locus of 

control. Particularly, Marques et al. (2013) found that hope, religiosity and spirituality are 

significantly correlated to adolescent’s life satisfaction. Additionally, other studies also showed 

that religion and spirituality are shown to have a positive effect on patients who are dealing with 

cancer (Mickley, Soeken, & Belcher, 1992), depression and substance abuse (Bussing & 
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Mundle, 2009), and emotional stress and physical discomfort (Bender, 2008). In another study, 

Chiu, Emblen, Van Hofwegen, Sawatzky, & Meyerhoff (2004) demonstrated that spirituality has 

a positive impact on individuals’ ability to cope with life stressors. Whereas Fadardi and Azadi 

(2017) explained how trust-in-God brings inner peace and confidence to the believer and 

decreases their reliance on materials and social resources. The same study also showed that trust-

in-God is also associated with youth’s positive affect and feelings of hope. Besides the positive 

influence of spirituality and religiosity on the development of the individuals, findings from 

another study argued that a sample of adolescents in Ukraine believe that religious devotion can 

have a positive impact on community development (Nikolayenko, 2011). 

As spirituality often coincides with life-related questions such as its meaning and purpose 

(MacKinlay, 2006), the notion of existence generally surfaces in the literature as a 

complementary concept. Existential notions were addressed in other studies to explain how 

individuals’ interest in life is capable of elevating their existential meaning (Kunzendorf & 

Buker, 2008), and that their interest in life can also decrease possibilities for clinical depression 

(Nair et al., 1999; Reuter, Raugust, Bengel, & Hiirter, 2004) even when hope in life is not yet 

present. On the other hand, it is shown that when hope is actually present, suicidal risks are more 

likely to decrease (Beck & Weishaar, 1990; Conner, Duberstein, Conwell, Seidlitz, & Caine, 

2001). A particular study showed that when individuals repeatedly perceive how death can be a 

threat to one’s existence and hope, they develop existential coping strategies– agentic thoughts 

and behaviors– in order to accomplish as many of their set-goals as possible and to live a 

meaningful life (Chan et al., 2016). Overall, in the extant literature, notions related to spirituality, 

religiosity, existence, hope and life purpose are associated with individual and community 

resilience, as well as access to resources and social capital. 
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Social capital. Social capital stresses the ideas that individuals invest, access, and use 

resources embedded in social networks to gain positive returns or outcomes that can increase 

human capital (Norris, Stevens, Pfefferbaum, Wyche, & Pfefferbaum, 2008). In such respect, 

social capital has been understood as crucial to establishing bonding and bridging within and 

between communities, groups and networks. Bonding reflects the creation or development of 

significant social ties and connections within a particular group or community to favor collective 

actions (Larsen et al., 2004). These internal social ties and connections are based on one or 

multiple homogeneous characteristics– age, gender, education, income, religion, race, housing 

status, professional status, occupational classification, and marital status– of the group or 

community members (Geys & Murdoch, 2010). Through these internal ties, the main goal of 

bonding social capital is to enable or increase cohesion among the group members. At a 

community level, these internal ties are able to stimulate collaborative processes among 

community members to share resources, use existing assets, and collectively solve social 

problems (Comerio, 1984; Emery & Flora, 2006; Toker, 2012). Precisely, bonding may also be 

crucial to the survival of marginalized groups– especially street children– to create within-group 

networks, which will facilitate their ability to meet their daily needs, reach their goals, and 

protect themselves from threats. However, bridging reflects the inclination to create social ties 

and networks between multiple heterogeneous groups in order to facilitate the exchange of 

capital or resources and to build consensus/collaboration (Putnam & Goss, as cited in Putnam, 

2002). 

Social support. Social support– received and perceived support– denotes any social 

interactions that originate from social relationships aiming to provide caring and adequate 

assistance to the individuals in times of need (Norris et al., 2008). Assistance, in this respect, 
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may be considered as any tangible or intangible resources to help individuals or groups 

overcoming challenges. Particularly for street children, a variety of social support networks and 

processes represent a major contribution to the street children’s living conditions on a daily 

basis. In such context, both social capital and social support can be considered protective or 

compensatory factors that aim to neutralize risk factors and reduce negative outcomes after 

exposure to misfortune (Ungar, 2004). Particularly, previous studies supported the arguments 

that social and human capital are important to the personal development of children, and they 

have a positive influence on the rates of juvenile delinquency, school dropout and child 

maltreatment (Johnson, 1999; Putnam, 2000). Another study demonstrated that human, financial 

and social capital can also have a positive impact on children’s school academic outcomes 

(Ferguson, 2006), and are considered as determining factors to measure the differences between 

street-working children and non-working children (Ferguson, 2005). Overall, across disciplines, 

the concept of financial capability reveals its importance in increasing asset accumulation for 

children (Huang, Nam, Sherraden, & Clancy, 2015) as it is positively associated with any form 

of financial education (Xiao & O'Neill, 2016), as well as with financial satisfaction (Xiao, Chen, 

& Chen, 2014). As closely linked to the notion of social capital, other studies found a 

relationship between financial knowledge and the tendency to maintain emergency funds 

(Hilgert, Hogarth, & Beverly, 2003), and an increase in student’s self-efficacy and saving rates 

(Danes, Huddleston-Casa, & Boyce, 1999). As well documented, such behaviors constitute an 

expression of individuals’ self-efficacy (Bandura, 1982), hopefulness (Snyder, 2002, Snyder et 

al., 1991; Snyder et al., 1997), resource conservation behaviors (Hobfoll, 1989) and resilience 

(McCoy & Bowen, 2014). 
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In general, resilience theory is often used in studies related to children and youth living in 

oppressive environments, children exposed to family violence, youth involved with mentors, 

people dealing with health issues, older adults, and people with developmental disabilities 

(Maluccio, 2002). In China, Wu, Tsang and Ming (2014) explored how community social 

capital, family social support, and children’s resilience influenced educational outcomes of 

Chinese migrant children. Other studies focused on the notion of resilience among youth and 

children in contexts related to political conflict (Barber, 2013) and war (McAdam-Crisp, 2006). 

In a study related to family conflict, Wolchik (2009) studied multiple pathways to resilience 

among youth who experienced parental divorce. Malindi and Machenjedze (2012), in a study 

related to street children, examined the impact of school engagement on the resilience of male 

street children who are in residential care. Finally, other studies focused on the notion of 

resilience and disasters. Norris et al. (2008) focused on the notion of resilience at a community 

level in a context related to disasters. While Masten and Narayan (2012) examined the effect of 

mass trauma– natural disasters, war and terrorism– on children and youth. Malindi (2014) 

explored the individual, relational, community and cultural assets and strengths that enhance 

well-being among “street children” amidst adversity. Additionally, another study examined the 

effectiveness of resilience-based interventions on the psychological well-being of female street 

children with externalizing behaviors (Dousti, Pourmohamadreza-Tajrishi, & Bonab, 2014). 

Moreover, different factors that affect resilience among street children were studied in a research 

conducted by Sayem and Kidd (2013), which further highlighted that education, economic 

constraint in the family, as well as experiencing and witnessing domestic violence prior to living 

on the streets were associated with resilience. Lastly, Dang (2014) examined social 
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connectedness (family, school and prosocial peers connectedness) and self-esteem as predictors 

of resilient qualities and characteristics among homeless youth who have experienced abuse. 

In the study, based on the pathogenic perspective (Sun & Stewart, 2007; Ungar, 2004), 

resilience theory was used to explain the process in which children become vulnerable when they 

face multiple hazards, life stressors and adversities that are likely to jeopardize their well-being. 

Those hazards are considered risk factors (mental health disorder, abuse, excessive labor, 

molestation, disabilities, negligence, poverty, lack or excessive parental control, etc.), and may 

contribute to running away and becoming street children (Bernier & Ascensio, 1995; Gaetz, 

Donaldson, Richter, & Gulliver, 2013; Mathur, Rathore, & Mathur, 2009; National Conference 

of State Legislatures [NCSL], 2013; Quilgars, Johnsen, & Pleace, 2008; Sen, 2009). Resilience 

theory, then, was also used to examine how street children develop a series of affective and 

socioeconomic practices in order to competently navigate their environment and its associated 

hazards, which help them adapt to the street life and maintain their survival. However, these 

affective and socioeconomic practices reflect the degree of resiliency or resilient qualities 

(Malindi & Linda, 2010) of the street children that are based on protective, challenging, 

promoting and compensatory factors (Erdem & Slesnick, 2010; Ungar, 2004; Zimmerman et al., 

2013). Resilience theory suggests that factors that support the resilience in street children include 

intelligence, self-regulation skills, hope, self-efficacy, close and supportive relationships (peers 

and adults), religious and spiritual beliefs and practices, community support, personality, level of 

education, humor, sense of belonging, self- sufficiency, self-determination, sense of direction, 

ingenuity, initiative, self-esteem, empathy, tenacity, etc. (Dang, 2014; Malindi & Machenjedze, 

2012; Masten & Narayan, 2012; Kim & Esquivel, 2011; Ong, Edwards, & Bergeman, 2006; 

Rutter, 1987). 
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Social Disorganization Theory 

The theory of social disorganization is critical to this study as it characterizes 

communities based on their level of organization. On the one hand, if the level of social 

organization is high– resource-full communities (Fredman, 2014), their neighborhoods will be 

socially organized, display solidarity, cohesion, integration and social control, which will 

collectively help to lower risks within the community including crime rates. However, 

communities– resource-deprived communities– with an absence of these characteristics, coupled 

with poverty, residential mobility, ethnic heterogeneity, weak social networks and social capital, 

and low collective efficacy experience many stressors including higher crime rates (Kubrin, as 

cited in Krohn et al., 2009). In addition, the community members fail to achieve shared values or 

solve jointly experienced problems (Bursik, 1988), or control the behaviors of the people 

(Kubrin & Weitzer, 2003). Such lack of social control will not only increase the likelihood of 

crime in the community (Kubrin & Weitzer, 2003), but it will also affect the healthy 

development of the youth (Kingston, Huizinga, & Elliott, 2009). 

Social disorganization theory has been applied in street children related studies, based on 

the ideas that communities and families– disadvantaged, disorganized and disrupted– may 

nurture the vulnerabilities of these children. As common as the issues of street children are to 

other issues related to children in general, a few studies have explored different fundamental 

elements of social disorganization theory. There are research on social disorganization that 

explored the notion of weak economic situation and poverty (Berger, 2006; Ernst, 2000; 

Freisthler, 2004; Freisthler, Merritt, & LaScala, 2006), unemployment (Freisthler et al., 2006), 

residential instability (Ernst, 2000; Lery, 2009). While others studied family break-up (Korbin, 
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Coulton, Chard, Platt-Houston, & Su, 1998), ethnic heterogeneity (Freisthler, 2004), per capita 

density of alcohol outlets (Freisthler, 2004), and child welfare activities (Harrikari, 2014). 

Social disorganization theory was used to explain the impact of poverty on the ability of 

communities to realize common goals and solve chronic problems (Kubrin, & Weitzer, 2003). In 

particular social disorganization theory informs how economic status, ethnic heterogeneity, 

residential mobility and family disruption disrupt communities (Hart & Waller, 2013), affect 

youth development (Kingston et al., 2009), and increase the rates of criminal activities (Kubrin, 

as cited in Krohn et al., 2009). When families are disrupted, and communities are unable to self-

regulate through informal or formal control due to lack of social ties (within families, among 

neighbors and within the communities as a whole), children and youth in these disadvantaged 

neighborhoods are more likely to be exposed to dire risks. These risks weaken children and 

youth’s social bonds to conventional societal norms (Elliott, Menard, Rankin, & Elliott, 2006). 

As a result, they are more likely to socialize with deviant peers, become involved in street-

related activities, and partake in criminal activities due to lack of parental control and monitoring 

(Henry, Tolan, & Gorman-Smith, 2001; Kingston et al., 2009). The social disorganization theory 

in this study was also used to understand how likely street children’s behaviors and practices are 

shaped by criminal behaviors driven by a variety of exogenous and endogenous factors within 

their disorganized communities (Hart & Waller, 2013; Warner & Pierce, 1993). These factors 

facilitate the expansion of criminogenic tendencies such as delinquency, violence and deviance 

among the street children population. Lastly, the basis of social disorganization theory supports 

the ideas that concentrated poverty and disorganized communities diminish children and youth’s 

prosocial beliefs, networks/relations and behaviors (Kingston et al., 2009), which will not only 
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affect their development but impact their sense of hope as it forces them to invest time, energy 

and skills in surviving the streets. 

Theoretical Framework: Major Concepts and Links 

Each theory, as described above, is integrated into this study to focus on a different 

aspect of the reality that shapes the development of the street children’s life in Haiti. However, 

linking these three theories altogether in the framework below will provide a comprehensive 

explanation of the children’s hope, which is the main goal of this study. 

Figure 1. - Theoretical framework 

Resource-constrained society: Haiti 

Resource-deprived Threats & adversity- Social 

community: related Context disorganization 

Port-au-Prince 

Resource gain Protective factors Risk factors 

Resilience 

Resource-seeking children: 

Street children 

Hope 

The above figure is an epistemological attempt to contextualize the conservation of 

resources (COR), social disorganization (SD) and resilience (R) theories to the street children 
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and their psychosocial and economic reality in Haiti. Such framework illustrates how these three 

theories are conceptually interrelated in this study to provide an over-arching presentation of the 

context in which street children’s hope is being developed in Port-au-Prince Haiti. 

In general, the COR theory stresses that potential loss of resources and perceived or 

actual threats of loss of resources often produce psychological stress, which motivates the 

individuals to strive to seek, obtain, retain, protect, foster or reproduce resources (Hobfoll, 1989). 

In Figure 1, the COR theory is expanded to a macro level in order to highlight how the economic 

dynamics in Haiti create the constriction of resources, which affect the individuals, the 

communities and the country overall. Due to the scarcity and loss of resources in Haiti, the 

emergence of poverty represents a threat to the daily survival of the population, which 

diminishes the level of collective efficacy among the population and causes the communities– 

especially Port-au-Prince– to be socially disorganized. 

In such context, at a micro level, individuals who are exposed to such caravan of resource 

loss or loss spirals (Hobfoll, 1989) and are living in socially disorganized communities (Bursik, 

1988; Kubrin & Weitzer, 2003) are often at risk (Kingston et al., 2009). However, due to the 

presence of existing protective factors– personal or sociocultural –, these individuals are prone to 

develop sets of behaviors, attitudes and skills to maintain their internal and external equilibrium 

(Luthar, 2003; Luthar & Cicchetti, 2000; Rutter, 1987) by seeking, using, conserving or sharing 

resources on a daily basis, which is the case for the street children. In the above figure, street 

children are identified as “resource-seeking children” to emphasize on their ability and resiliency 

to cope with adversity by seeking resources, bonding with others, bridging with different 

organizations, and creating pathways toward resource outlets. Overall, the cognitive and 

behavioral processes through which the street children operate in order to seek resources are 
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essentially based on their hopeful thinking and their sense of agency, which is the cornerstone of 

this study. 

In such respect the next chapter will discuss the literature related to street children and 

hope for the future. First, the notion of street children will be presented in the global and local 

context while adding a brief overview of the education system in Haiti even though there is lack 

of literature regarding street children in Haiti specifically. Additionally, the chapter will discuss 

the notion of hope as it is conceptualized and studied in the extant literature. 
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Chapter III: Literature Review 

This chapter examines the research literature on street children with a focus on the ways 

in which it informs the study on the population’s experience of hope. First, this chapter covers 

the definitions and the challenges that are highlighted in the state of the literature around the 

terms of street children worldwide. Second, based on two categories of countries– resource 

constrained versus resource-commodifying countries, the origins, causes, socioeconomic 

practices, and the types of hazards to which street children are exposed are discussed. Third, in 

this chapter, the notion of hope is defined while research findings regarding the importance of 

hope in the development of youth will also be discussed.  

Definition and Typologies of Street Children: Complexity and Nuances 

Definition and typologies. Based on the complex reality and conditions in which street 

children are living, the term street children was largely defined in the 1980s as: 

Any girl or boy [...] for whom the street (in the broadest sense of the word, including 

unoccupied dwellings, wasteland, etc.) has become his or her habitual abode and/or 

source of livelihood, and who is inadequately protected, supervised or directed by 

responsible adults. (OHCHR, 2011, p. 9) 

As an extension to the above definition, street children have been categorized into two 

main groups, which are respectively children on the street and children of the street. In the first 

case, the children on the street are fully involved in some kind of economic activity in the streets, 

where they are more likely to beg, to sell goods or to gamble. Most children on the street are 

connected to their family. They are more likely to go home at the end of each day to help their 

family with their earnings, and they are more likely to attend school and retain a sense of 

belonging to a nuclear or an extended family. However, due to the poor economic conditions of 
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their family, this category of children may decide in the long run to live and work on the streets 

permanently (De Benitez, 2011; Lemba, 2002). 

In contrast, the children of the street are permanently living on the street. They consider 

the streets as their primary environment, where they work, play, sleep, eat, learn and socialize. In 

this category, tenuous family connections may exist or be unknown. In the rare cases where 

tenuous connections exist between the children of the street and their family, they are more likely 

to be casual and sporadic (De Benitez, 2011; Lemba, 2002). 

Complexity and nuances. Besides the clear distinction between the two main categories 

of street children, other studies and official reports continue to evasively refer to street children 

in simplistic definitions. Among the simplistic definitions, minors who are denied a proper 

dwelling place (UNESCO, 1995), children who use the street for their daily survival (Olusanya, 

2005), or poor children who lack guidance (Abdelgalil, Gurgel, Theobald, & Cuevas, 2004) are 

the most prevalent ones. The variation of the definitions of street children creates complexity and 

ambiguity in the effort to establish a methodological and theoretical understanding of the 

multifaceted reality of vulnerable children, however non-homogenous, who are living and/or 

working on the streets. Different studies and official reports attempted to use other terms to 

describe the reality of children who live and/or work on the streets (De Benitez, 2011; De Moura, 

2002; OHCHR, 2011) to either encompass all the categories or to reduce the negative 

connotations often associated with the term street children. 

Despite the effort to ameliorate the appellation of street children with new terms, there is 

not yet a clear set of definitions to elucidate the nuances between the different concepts or terms 

that have been used to describe children and youth who invest their time and energy in the streets 

as their primary space to live, learn, work, and play. In consequence, the following non-
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exhaustive list will illustrate the different concepts or terms that have been used in the literature: 

Street children (Embleton et al., 2013), street youth (McCay et al., 2011), street involved child 

and youth (Embleton, Mwangi, Vreeman, Ayuku, & Braitstein, 2013), homeless youth (Milburn 

et al., 2012), street dependent youth (Rew, Fouladi, Land, & Wong, 2007), children and 

adolescents in street situation (Berckmans, Velasco, Tapia, & Loots, 2012), detached children 

(Smeaton, 2005; Smeaton, 2009), delinked children (McAlpine, Henley, Mueller, & Vetter, 

2010), and runways (Slesnick & Prestopnik, 2005). All those terms have been used 

interchangeably in the literature (Cauce et al., 1994; De Moura, 2002; Kirst, Frederick, & 

Erickson, 2011), which creates conceptual inconsistencies in the field. Such inconsistency and 

variation influence the development of research in the field in terms of clarity of the population 

and its sample characteristics. 

However, few studies highlighted the differences among some of those concepts by 

emphasizing both the age and the context in which children and youth are pushed or pulled to the 

streets. Given the nuances and definitions, the term street children or street-involved children is 

understood to be any minor under the age of 18 years old, who spends a portion or a majority of 

their time on the street to partake in a variety of street-based activities as a means of survival 

(Embleton et al., 2013). However, street youth are those who are between 15 and 24 years old 

(De Benitez, 2011, p. 33, Embleton et al., 2013). Furthermore, the term runaway is defined as 

any child who, due to family issues, leaves their home with no parental or legal guardians’ 

permission and, in many cases, has no intention to return even though a runaway generally has a 

home to return to (Hyun, Chung, & Lee, 2005). However, homeless youth are individuals who 

have intentionally left or been forced to leave their homes and spend the majority of their time on 

the streets at the mercy of charitable assistance or other activities, and they have no home to 
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return to (Gwadz et al., 2009; Hyun et al., 2005). There are countless endeavors in the literature 

to define and expose the nuances within the terminologies used to delineate the “who, what, and 

how” a street child is or is not. 

Street Children: Origins and Causes 

In resource-commodifying countries. There are many causes of youth homelessness 

and runaways based on many different factors. First, the structural causes are related to the 

overall poverty and inequalities, which include the lack of adequate income, access to affordable 

housing and health supports and/or the experience of discrimination (Gaetz et al., 2013), 

financial crises, limited employment opportunities, or lack of social welfare benefits. Often, 

those youth become homeless with their families, but they are often separated later from each 

other based on shelter and transitional housing policies, or based on the context of living on the 

streets (Diaz, 2005; National Conference of State Legislatures [NCSL], 2013). 

The second cause of youth homelessness is related to the failures of the systems of care 

and support to address the needs of vulnerable children and families, as preventive measures 

within the social welfare system (Gaetz et al., 2013). During the transitions from foster care and 

other public systems, youth who have been involved in the foster care system are at higher risk 

of becoming homeless at a young age, and remaining homeless for a longer period. This is due to 

their limited income support and housing options after they leave the foster care system, or other 

residential/institutional facilities (National Coalition for the Homeless [NCH], 2008; NCSL, 

2013). 

Lastly, youth homelessness is caused by individual and relational complications, which 

include traumatic events, personal crisis, mental health, substance and addiction challenges, 

physical and sexual abuse and parental neglect (Gaetz et al., 2013; NCH, 2008; Quilgars, et al., 
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2008). Specifically in Canada, another source of data showed that abuse and neglect are the two 

major reasons that caused youth to leave home, and that 70% of homeless youth have suffered 

some form of physical, sexual or emotional abuse (Covenant House, 2015). In a study about 

runaway youth in the U.S., the findings converged with the idea that family structure is a strong 

predictor of runaway behaviors among American youth and that the more disrupted the family, 

the greater the likelihood that youth will run away (Sanchez, Waller, & Greene, 2006). 

In resource-constrained countries. Migration is among the causes of street children 

phenomenon. Children and families typically migrate from rural to urban areas due to extreme 

poverty, chronic ethnic/political strife, agrarian crises, and frequent natural disasters (floods, 

droughts and famines). Furthermore, war, urbanization, rapid economic growth, family 

breakdown and domestic violence are among the factors that push or pull children and families 

to migrate to the urban regions (Sharma & Joshi, 2013), which often lead children to live and 

work on the streets. At a governmental level, lack of basic provisions, ineffective laws and weak 

budget to support children and family policy and services are also a major cause of street 

children phenomenon (Bernier & Ascensio, 1995; Gallié & Marcellus, 2013). Meanwhile, at a 

family and individual level, school dropout (Henley et al., 2010), corporal punishment and 

domestic violence, exploitation, alcoholism of parents, large family size, death of parents, and 

strained relationships with parents may also cause children to flee from home and seek to 

improve their future and opportunities on the streets (Mathur et al., 2009; Sen, 2009). 

Street Children: Survival and Socioeconomic Practices 

Worldwide, street children’s survival and socioeconomic practices represent the core of 

their living conditions. Homeless children and youth earn money and survive on the streets by 

panhandling or squeegeeing, selling drugs, committing petty theft, receiving social assistance, 
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having employment or participating in the sex trade. They disclose that they have stolen food, 

and eaten food that had been thrown out. Both genders– male and female – report that they have 

traded sex for food, clothing and shelter in the past (Covenant House, 2015; Dolson, 2015). 

Homeless lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) youth are more likely to exchange sex 

for housing or shelter (NCSL, 2013). Selling blood or plasma, gambling, and fighting (Fielding 

& Forchuk, 2013) are also among the survival practices of homeless youth. As a survival 

strategy, homeless youth often use their constant mobility to navigate uncertainty and danger, 

and to avoid conflict in public spaces – conflict with their peers or the police (Jackson, 2012). 

Many other street children and youth become involved in armed gangs, robbery (Bernier & 

Ascensio, 1995), murder, and unlawful acts of vandalism and arson, which include the burning 

of tires and properties 

The strategies of street children in India exemplify these survival efforts. Street children 

there often partake in activities related to rag-picking or scavenging for recyclable materials – 

plastic, paper and metal. These street children are involved in collecting firewood, tending to 

animals, shining shoes, street vending, dyeing, begging (in buses, parking lots, markets and other 

public places), cleaning cars, and selling balloons, sweets, newspapers or flowers (Pietkiewicz-

Pareek, 2012). Additionally, both girls and boys are involved in activities that are related to 

prostitution and domestic labor, as well as working in small hotels, restaurants, garages, 

construction sites, roadside stalls or repair shops. While the girls are more likely to do indoor 

domestic work, boys are mainly on the streets, often involved in criminal activities, such as 

robbery, pick-pocketing, and drug selling (Pietkiewicz-Pareek, 2012). Finally, on the streets, the 

children survive and protect themselves to a certain extent by forming groups or cliques, which is 
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one of their means of survival (Awad, 2002; Mathur et al., 2009), as well as smoking, drinking 

alcohol and using other substances (Kombarakaran, 2004). 

Street Children: Scope of Issues and Hazards 

Overall hazards. Both, street children in resource-constrained countries and homeless 

youth– sheltered and street dwellers (Nooe & Patterson, 2010) in resource-commodifying 

countries are in direct contact with a plethora of risks while living and working on the streets. 

The most common risks can be classified in three categories: health risks (infection, obesity, 

anemia, injuries, burns, developmental delays, incomplete immunization and medical records, 

peri-traumatic distress, depression, and suicide attempts), sexual risks (unplanned pregnancy, 

experience miscarriages, prostitution, sexual abuse, and sexually transmitted diseases), and 

substance use risks (intravenous drug use, alcohol and tobacco). In addition to those three major 

risks, street children and homeless youth experienced other risks. Among other risks, they 

experienced physical and emotional abuse, academic related problems, victimization, gang and 

criminal activities, harassment and exploitation, severe punishment/murder, police brutality, 

violence and arrest, severe weather, vehicle accidents, repatriation, lack of food, shelter, lack of 

opportunities for employment and training, transportation, and weak social networks (Adamson, 

2009; Barker et al., 2014; Cénat & Derivois, 2015; Colgan, Mayer, Savage, & Breit, 2000; 

Covenant House, 2015; Ferguson et al., 2011; Fielding & Forchuk, 2013; Kirst et al., 2011; 

NCSL, 2013; Kombarakaran, 2004; Kovats-Bernat, 2000; Lockhart, 2008; Lugalla & Mbwambo, 

1999; Marshall, DeBeck, Simo, Kerr, & Wood, 2015; Mathur et al., 2009; Quilgars et al., 2008; 

Sharma & Joshi, 2013; UNICEF, 2006; United States Department of Labor’s Bureau of 

International Labor Affairs, 2009; Whitbeck, Lazoritz, Crawford, & Hautala, 2014). 
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Substance use and physical health. In terms of existing evidence, a recent literature 

review conducted in India demonstrated that 82.98% of street children used and abused drugs. 

The most frequent substance they consumed was nicotine and inhalant/volatile substance. The 

latter is often used in the form of sniffing of adhesive glue, petrol, and thinner (Sharma & Joshi, 

2013). The same study mentioned that 70% of street children who used and abused drugs wanted 

to quit, and 40% had attempted to quit but they were not successful (Sharma & Joshi, 2013). 

Substance use can also inflict various risks to the healthy development of street children. Among 

the many health-related risks are lung problems (28%), tuberculosis (6%), vomiting (12%), 

cancer (11%), death (10%), teeth and facial problems (7%) and heart or kidney problems (5%). 

Finally, this study underlined a number of academic risks associated with substance abuse among 

street children, such that 54.4% never went to school, and 51.7% drop‐out of school (Sharma & 

Joshi, 2013). 

A systematic review of 50 studies, which consisted of 16,987 participants in total 

reported how the prevalence of lifetime drug use varied among street children worldwide. The 

figures showed that 14% of street children have used drugs in Nigeria, 48% in Thailand, 74% in 

Kenya, 81% in India, and 92% in Honduras and Brazil altogether (Embleton et al., 2013). This 

study also revealed that the most frequent substance used by street children are respectively 

inhalants, followed by tobacco, alcohol and marijuana (Embleton et al., 2013). Also, studies 

reported that peer pressure, the desire to escape reality and problems, pleasure, experience a self-

confidence, experiment and enhancement are the five most commonly reported reasons for street 

children to engage in substance use (Embleton et al., 2013; Kudrati et al., 2008; Sharma & Joshi, 

2013) 
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Sexually transmitted diseases. In terms of HIV/AIDS rates, in a study conducted in 

Nepal, more than 7% of the street children and youth have tested positive for HIV, which is 19 to 

20 times higher than the HIV prevalence of 0.39% for the general population (Karmacharya et 

al., 2012). Other studies have shown that one quarter of all new cases of HIV in the U.S. 

occurred among the age group of 13 and 21 (Office of National AIDS Policy, as cited in Booth, 

Zhang, & Kwiatkowski, 1999). Precisely, the HIV rate among young people in the United States 

is estimated at 0.2% (Center for Disease Control and Prevention, as cited in Milburn et al., 

2012), while the rates of infection among homeless youth are between 2 and 11% (Milburn et al., 

2012). 

Mental health hazards. An early study showed that 24% of youth in a runaway shelter 

in New York City reported previous suicide attempts (New York State Council on Children and 

Families, as cited in Cauce et al., 1994); while another study in Los Angeles showed that 35% of 

homeless youth who have been on the streets for 6 months or more have attempted suicide 

(Rotheram-Borus & Milburn, as cited in Ferguson & Xie, 2008). Likewise, in a Hollywood 

sample, 26% of street youth between the ages of 13 and 17 met the criteria for major depression 

diagnosis (Russell, as cited in Ferguson & Xie, 2008). These figures from studies in different 

countries represent the scope of problems that street children and youth are facing daily. 

Unfortunately, the lack of research in Haiti limits the description of street children related issues 

in the study. 

However, it is also worth noting that some street children receive support from 

community organizations, including churches and schools, or from responsible and caring adults 

such as teachers, coaches and/or families that enable them to permanently leave the streets and 

live a normal course of life (Aronowitz, 2005; Malindi & Machenjedze, 2012). Such 
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opportunities help the street children to move beyond the severe privations they experience 

during their childhood on the streets noted above such as the lack of health care, educational 

opportunities, positive role models, shelter, socio-affective support, aspirations and hope, and 

quality of life. 

Brief Overview of the Education System in Haiti 

In Haiti, the education system is considered unstructured and fragmented. Due to lack of 

governance, many challenges hindered the development of the education system in Haiti, which 

dated prior to the earthquake in 2010. Even though it is a constitutional right for Haitian citizens 

to benefit from universal and free education as it is stated in the article 32-1, “Education is the 

responsibility of the State and its territorial divisions. They must make schooling available to all, 

free of charge, and ensure that public and private sector teachers are properly trained” (Political 

Database of Americas, n.d.; Palais Législatif, 1987, p. 7), access to education in Haiti remains a 

critical issue. 

The issue of access to education in Haiti is alarming. Nearly 500,000 children and 

adolescents who are between the ages of 5 and 18 years old have no access to school (Le 

Nouvelliste, 2017), which is due to the fact that 80 to 91% of schools in Haiti are private 

(Hoffman, 2015; Le Nouvelliste, 2007) and costly. Not only low-income parents lack financial 

resources to pay tuition for their children, but they also lack the additional funds necessary to 

maintain their children’s attendance even if schools were tuition-free– due to other related and 

indirect costs such as uniforms, books, transportation and food. This is relevant because Haiti is a 

resource-constrained society with a recorded GDP per capita of $739.59 in 2016 (World Bank, 

2017), and more than 75% of the population lives on less than $2 per day (World Bank, 2011) 

while 66% of the Haitian national budget for the fiscal year 2010-2011 depended on the 
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international community (Gallié & Marcellus, 2013). Furthermore, the rate of unemployment in 

Haiti is 60% or more (Heine & Thompson, 2011; UNDP, 2016). Due to those critical indicators 

of poverty, families in Haiti have limited resources to meet the educational needs of their 

children. Thus, access to education in Haiti remains a challenge. 

Besides issues related to access, the quality of the education in Haiti is also considered a 

major issue. From lack of qualified teaching professionals and staff to defective conditions in 

which students are attempting to learn, the outcomes are disastrous, and they are not contributing 

to the development of the population and the communities. In the 80s, it was recorded that only 

1/3 of teachers in Haiti had reported having teaching certificates. Recently, another study showed 

that the process that requires qualified teachers in Haiti has worsened over the years. It was 

reported that only 1/5 of Haitian primary school teachers have been trained in the profession 

(Wolff, 2008), and the average primary school teacher completed on average 9 years of 

schooling (Columbia University School of International and Public Affairs, 2011). In addition to 

the lack of qualified teaching professionals, overcrowded classrooms, multiple distractions and 

over-aged students (Columbia University School of International and Public Affairs, 2011; 

Wolff, 2008) further decrease the likelihood for effective teaching and learning. 

In 1991, elementary school completion rate in Haiti was only 20% (Salmi, 2000). 

However, 10 years later in 2001, there was an increase from 20% to 67% in the rate of 

completion (Wolff, 2008). On the same note, the completion rate in the rural areas may be much 

lower, especially due to lack of infrastructure and resources to meet the needs of the rural 

inhabitants, which is 75 to 80% of the Haitian population (Haggerty, 1989). Due to those 

aforementioned barriers, the literacy rate in Haiti for ages 15 and older is approximately 61% 

(UNDP, 2016). A recent assessment– Early Grade Reading Assessment (EGRA)– conducted in 
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Haiti in 2009 showed that children who are in third grade are able to read less than 23 correct 

words per minute on average for both French and Creole, which is approximately three times 

lower than the standard benchmark. Furthermore, 29% of students in third grade were unable to 

read any word in Creole (RTI [Research Triangle Institute] International, 2011). Consequently, 

such situations will negatively affect the quality and the academic outcomes of Haitian students 

in the future when admitted to secondary school. For example, in 2017, the rate of students who 

passed the secondary school (High School) State Exam was as low as 29.64% based on a sample 

of 111,491 participants (MENFP [Ministère de l'Education Nationale et de la Formation 

Professionnelle], 2017). This situation is alarming, and it requires urgent and effective 

interventions in order to improve lives in Haiti. 

State of the Literature: Hope 

Hope Definition 

Hope is understood as the projection of a positive future based on a combination of sense 

of personal mastery, psychological well-being, life purpose and meaning, coping ability, a sense 

of the possible (Miller & Powers, 1988; Stoddard et al., 2011) and a belief that a better tomorrow 

exists (Hinds, 1984). Snyder (2002) defines hope as, “the perceived capability to derive 

pathways to desired goals, and motivate oneself via agency thinking to use those pathways” (p. 

249). Hope is considered an optimistic aspirational state that constitutes of two basic interactive 

elements, which are a sense of successful (a) agency, i.e., goal-directed energy, and (b) 

pathways, i.e., planning to meet goals (Snyder, 2002). Other authors largely emphasize on the 

notion of locus of control in hope related studies in order to describe the dichotomy of outer 

versus inner drives regarding a person’s tendency to rely overly on oneself or others in order to 

achieve a specific goal (Norenzayan & Lee, 2010; Rotter, 1954; Threlfall, Seay, & Kohl, 2013). 
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Even though there is limited information in the literature on street children and their level 

of hope, some studies demonstrated that levels of hope and optimism in adolescents are related to 

lower substance use (Carvajal, Clair, Nash, & Evans, 1998) and safer attitudes about sex (Chang, 

Bendel, Koopman, McGarvey, & Canterbury, 2003). Whereas other studies showed that hope is 

associated with fewer externalizing behaviors, and other positive outcomes such as self-worth, 

life satisfaction, and academic achievement among youth (Adelabu, 2008; Barnum et al., 1998; 

Padilla-Walker et al., 2011; You et al., 2008). In addition, the distinction between agency and 

pathways may vary by age. The difference is shown in adolescence where their ability to 

perceive routes (pathways) to achieve specific goals may be more important than their ability to 

maintain the motivation (agency) to achieve such goals (Venning, Eliott, Kettler, & Wilson, 

2009). These findings support that interventions that target the development of hope are a source 

of resilience that fosters a sense of self-efficacy in the social environments among these youth 

(McCoy & Bowen, 2014). 

Family Context: Future Orientation, Aspirations and Expectations 

Research indicates family dynamics and structure, parents’ hopes and expectations 

regarding their children, and the quality of the relationships within the families (parents-children 

interactions) are a determining factor in influencing future aspirations of children and youth 

(Nichols et al., 2010; Nurmi, 1991; Reynolds, 2000). On a political standpoint, family dialogue is 

found to be positively associated with children’s level of civic and political participation, yet 

family supervision is shown to be negatively correlated with political participation of children 

(Rivera & Santos, 2016). On that note, compared to children from low SES and immigrant 

parents, studies showed that high SES families influence children’s political socialization– 

political knowledge– at an early age (Sydney, Lehman, & Burns, as cited in Zuckerman, 2005), 
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and these children from high SES families are more likely to inherit socioeconomic and political 

advantages for a better future. Whereas the children of immigrants tend to be influenced by the 

academic rigor of their high school courses (Humphries, Muller, & Schiller, 2013). 

Evidence suggests that healthy parental behavioral control is related to children’s early 

interest in taking steps to plan, set and reach their goals. In addition, family discussions fostered 

greater optimism in adolescents to enhance their level of hope, and reach their goals (Nurmi & 

Pulliainen, 1991). Social support, especially from mothers, was also linked to a moderate or 

higher level of hope in African American teen girls from a sample of 866 girls who ranged from 

9 to 19 years old from a population of 1,781 male and female children in 12 neighborhoods 

identified as low income (Davis-Maye & Perry, 2007). McCoy and Bowen (2014) research 

findings also indicated that neighborhood safety and supportive relationship with parents tend to 

contribute to adolescents’ potential hope for future, success and aspirations. 

Findings from another study suggest that low-income adolescents show less optimism 

and hope about their future than economically advantaged youth, especially in the presence of 

social disorganization, neighborhood poverty and parental unemployment that weaken and blur 

aspirations, optimism and future opportunities (MacLeod, 1987). Likewise, results from other 

studies indicate that family support is significant in contributing to the development of future 

orientation and optimism among economically disadvantaged youth (McCabe & Barnett, 2000; 

Moran, Bundick, Malin, & Reilly, 2012), especially for their career and school aspirations 

(Kenny, Blustein, Chaves, Grossman, & Gallagher, 2003). Additionally, family presence, 

parental involvement and parental support have a positive effect on children’s academic 

progress, for it increases the likelihood for children to be in the correct academic grade for their 

age (Ferguson, 2006). Results from these studies suggest that family support is crucial in the 
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development of hope among youth, especially low-income youth. Likewise, they indicate that 

poverty can alter optimistic and hopeful thinking among youth. 

Although street children in Haiti are not refugees per se, they often migrate with or 

without parents from the rural to the urban areas. Thus, the notion of migration as a common 

denominator between the refugee youth elsewhere and street youth in Haiti provides relevancy 

for the following literature on aspirations. 

Research reveals that refugee youth embrace the tendency for high aspirations for 

education and employment prior to arriving in the resettlement country, which is generally a 

shared-value with and often influenced by their parents (Atwell et al., 2009; Baizerman & 

Hendricks, 1988; Peters, 1988). For example, a study of the aspirations of Hmong girls in the 

United States found that their parents, especially their mothers (Peters, 1988), significantly 

influenced their career aspirations. Another study of South-East Asian refugees in the United 

States found that parents make substantial sacrifices and investments to hope for a better future 

for their children. However, these parents also put pressure on their children to succeed 

inevitably (Baizerman & Hendricks, 1988). Such parental pressure is also common in Haiti when 

families in the rural areas migrate or send their children to Port-au-Prince with high expectations 

and hope of success in an overpopulated and socially disorganized city with limited resources.   

Hope and Externalizing Behaviors 

Research also associates positive future orientation to positive well-being among 

vulnerable adolescent populations, including greater feelings of self-efficacy, control and 

responsibility, and decision-making in a sample of 403 rural African American adolescents 

(Kerpelman & Mosher, 2004). Additionally, positive future orientation was also associated with 

fewer conduct problems from a sample of inner-city and at-risk youth (Quinton, Pickles, 
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Maughan, & Rutter, 1993). It also has a positive impact on risk of problem-behaviors, and it is 

associated with enhanced competence in a sample of 136 urban children from 9 to 11 years old 

who were exposed to psychosocial stress (Wyman, Cowan, Work, & Kerley, 1993). 

Given the above findings, it is not surprising that high level of hope has been linked with 

lower levels of externalizing behaviors– aggressiveness and delinquency (Valle, Huebner, & 

Suldo, 2004). In contrast, in samples of adolescents, hopelessness has been linked with higher 

levels of behavioral and mental health problems, such as risky sexual behaviors, school 

problems, violence, substance use, accidental injury, and depression (Bolland, 2003; DuRant, 

Cadenhead, Pendergrast, Slavens, & Linder, 1994; Kashani, Reid, & Rosenberg, 1989; Spirito, 

Williams, Stark, & Hart, 1988; Stoddard, Henly, Sieving, & Bolland, 2011). In this context, 

hopefulness is found to be related to higher levels of prosocial behavior, including higher school 

engagement, fewer internalizing behaviors, and lower levels of delinquency during adolescence 

(Padilla-Walker et al., 2011; Valle et al., 2004) 

Hope and Academic Performance 

One meaningful factor that contributes to the level of hope among youth is the level of 

education. Covington (2000) found that there is a positive relationship between student’s level of 

hope and academic achievement. Students with a high level of hope have been found to set 

challenging academic goals and are likely to attain those goals even when they do not experience 

immediate successful outcomes (Snyder et al., 2002). For example, at the college level, students 

who express higher levels of hope obtain higher grades and are more likely to graduate than 

those who show low levels of hope (Snyder et al., 2002). 

In their study of middle and high school youth, Gilman, Dooley and Florell (2006) found 

hope to be consistently associated with greater academic and psychological functioning. Higher 
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levels of hope are also related to greater perceived scholastic competence and perceived social 

acceptance (Onwuegbuzie, 1999), and positively correlated with greater academic achievement 

(Snyder et al., 2002). In a study with low-income youth, findings suggest that lower career and 

school expectations, and more perceived barriers to future achievement was associated with low 

levels of hope compared to middle-class peers. Overall, household income is found to be an 

important factor that influences aspirations among youth (Cook et al., 1996; Mello, 2009). In 

such context, it is evident that academic achievement is positively associated with levels of hope 

among adolescents. Therefore, street youth who have limited access to school are more likely to 

experience stresses to the development of their hope. Although they have limited access to 

school, many studies identified the non-formal education as one of the most relevant options for 

street youth (Ahmed, Begum, Haq, Ali, & Hossain, 2002; Attanasio, Kugler, & Meghir, 2011; 

Card, Ibarraran, Regalia, Rosas-Shady, & Soares, 2011; Jacob, Smith, Hite, & Cheng, 2004; 

Morton & Montgomery, 2012; Slesnick et al., 2009; Thompson, 2001; Zutshi, 2001; Zutshi, 

2004). Nevertheless, the effectiveness of the non-formal education programs is questionable due 

to the lack of methodological rigor that was identified in the existing studies (Shephard, 2014). 

Hope: General Psychological and Physical Well-being 

Studies have found that middle and high school students with high levels of hope 

reported significantly more global life satisfaction, personal adjustment, and less psychosocial 

distress than those with low and average levels of hope (Gilman et al., 2006). Studies have also 

found that the more hopeful adolescents are, the higher their self-worth, psychological well-

being, school achievement, and social acceptance are (Gilman et al., 2006; Miller & Powers, 

1988; Snyder et al., 1997; Valle et al., 2004). 
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Consistent with work on the level of hope and deviant behaviors described above, 

findings suggest that youth who held higher levels of hope reported an increase in social 

competence in the behavioral, athletic and scholastic domains, and they were more satisfied with 

their physical appearance and looks (Snyder et al., 1997). Specifically, another study has found 

that girls with higher levels of hope also reported higher levels of self-concept, and experienced 

less direct exposure to violence (Cedeno, Elias, Kelly, & Chu, 2010). 

Furthermore, research findings suggested that strong social support from family is 

associated with greater sense of mastery and control regarding life among adolescents (Conger, 

Williams, Little, Masyn, & Shebloski, 2009). In the realm of politics, family, education, school 

(Gidengil, Wass, & Valaste, 2016) and peers represent the most influential body of socialization 

that stimulate children’s interest in politics –political knowledge and future political orientation–, 

as well as sharpen their sense of political efficacy (Abendschön, 2013). This process of 

socialization largely corresponds to the notion of subjectivation or subjectification (Allen, 2009; 

Foucault, as cited in Dreyfus & Rabinow, 1982; Foucault, as cited in Kritzman, 1988a, 1988b), 

which is aligned with these three components: governmental, political and pedagogical 

subjectivation (Simons & Masschelein, 2010). Furthermore, unlike the traditional use of the 

notion of subjectivity and subjectivization (Marty, 2002; Savage, 2005) that overlooks the role of 

power, dominance and politics, Foucault’s approach of subjectivation or subjectification 

capitalizes on the relation between self, others, social context and expressions of power (Parker, 

2002; Staunces, 2003), and it is used in the current study of hope. Moreover, as an element of 

psychological well-being, individuals who uphold positive hope are more likely to consider a 

difficult situation as challenging in order to cope with stressful life events (Seginer, 2008). 

Additionally, as part of the psychological well-being, the notions of hope and spirituality are 
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explored in a recent study as ways to enhance life satisfaction in adolescents (Marques et al., 

2013). 

In a study of 367 Portuguese middle-school students, hope was found to be positively 

associated with overall life satisfaction and mental health (Marques, Pais-Ribeiro, & Lopez, 

2009). For example, youth’s hopeful thinking is positively correlated with self-worth (Marques 

et al., 2009), and negatively correlated with symptoms of depression (Snyder et al., 1997). Thus, 

hope is a significant factor that enables individuals to cope and achieve well-being when facing 

stressful life events including those that are politically violent (Landau, Beit- Hallahmi, & Lavi, 

1998). Using a sample of students and their parents (father and mother), Staats and Partlo (1993) 

found that hope has increased at times of threat in order for the individuals to fulfill basic human 

needs. However, the increase of hope among adolescents in such context is only observed at an 

individualistic level, and not at a collective level. Hobfoll, Briggs-Phillips and Stines (as cited in 

Jacoby and Keinan, 2003) discussed a significant distinction between two types of hope in the 

field. On one side, there is the individual-centered hope, which specifies that the individuals have 

the personal or social resources required to meet a goal; and, on the other side, there is the 

existential hope that posits the spiritual strength on which individuals with limited resource rely 

in order to sustain themselves and survive through difficult times. In another study, the latter 

(existential hope) is found to be more collective than individualistic because it somewhat reflects 

the larger societal and environmental context, as well as the cultural factors of modern societies 

(Sagy & Adwan, 2006) 

Evidence from a study conducted during the second Palestinian insurgency found that 

Jewish Israeli adolescents showed a reduction in their collective sense of hope and wishes (Sagy 

& Adwan, 2006). In addition, another study that was conducted during the war in Gaza found 
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that Jewish Israeli adolescents have higher individualistic and personal sense of hope than having 

a collective sense of hope (Braun-Lewensohn & Sagy, 2010). These results are congruent with 

the findings about future orientation of adolescents (Seginer, as cited in Friedlmeier, Chakkarath 

& Schwartz, 2005), which indicate that youth are predominantly focused on their individualistic 

hopes and personal goals in situations of war or natural disaster and not on any group outcomes. 

Finally, a study by Seginer and Lilach (2004) on future orientation and loneliness in a 

sample of 11th graders from an Israeli Jewish high school supports the previous studies about the 

significance of family context, social support or social relations to increase hope and future 

orientation among adolescents (Aronowitz, 2005; Davis-Maye & Perry, 2007; Nichols et al., 

2010; Nurmi, 1991; Nurmi & Pulliainen, 1991; Reynolds, 2000). They found that adolescents 

who identified themselves as lonely scored lower on future orientation than adolescents who 

have significant social and family support. Their findings also found that boys who are reported 

lonely scored lower on levels of hope than lonely girls (Seginer & Lilach, 2004). 

In conclusion, the above studies have shown that hope can be positively associated with 

many factors that influence the well-being of vulnerable children and adolescents such as family 

and social support, externalizing behaviors, academic performance, life satisfaction, self-worth, 

problem behaviors, and general psychological and physical well-being. Overall, the results of 

these studies provide significant evidence that hope is a strength that, when present, can buffer 

against the effects of acute negative life events, and enhance the general well-being and 

development of youth. 

To date there is no literature on the level and characteristics of street children’s hope in Haiti. 

Thus, this literature suggests several questions that are explored in this study. 
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1) Are street children and street youth in Haiti capable of mobilizing their energy toward 

successful goal-directed activities? 

2) If so, are their plans realistic and actionable to meet those goals? 

3) If not, what are the factors that act as barriers to mobilizing their energy toward 

successful goal-directed activities? 
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Chapter IV: Methodology 

This chapter discusses the research design, the sampling and recruitment methods that 

were used in order to have access to the research participants. In addition, the different 

procedures that were used in order to guarantee the safety, comfort and confidentiality of the 

participants are also discussed in this chapter. Finally, this chapter addresses the instruments – 

questionnaire and interview guide – that were used in the study. Then, the last section clarifies 

the approach that is used in order to analyze the collected data. 

Design 

The study is qualitative in nature (Maxwell, 2013) and uses a phenomenological 

approach to describe, examine and interpret the dimensions and characteristics of hope among 

street children in Haiti by focusing on the meaning of their lived experiences through semi-

structured and in-depth interviews. In general, a phenomenological study focuses on describing 

the meaning for individuals or communities about their lived experiences of a particular 

situation, phenomenon or context in order to provide an intelligible description of their lived 

experiences, lived relations, lived time and lived space (Moustakas, 1994; Mackey, 2005; Van 

Manen, 1990; Van Manen & Adams, as cited in Baker, Peterson & McCaw, 2010). Therefore, 

phenomenology is a meaning-giving/making approach. Phenomenology is both a qualitative 

process and a method to study a small number of research participants (Creswell, 2009) based on 

their unique status, experiences and knowledge of their reality. In this study, both descriptive and 

interpretive phenomenology approaches were used in order to describe and interpret the 

dimensions and characteristics of hope among street children while challenging the theoretical 

and conceptual assumptions regarding the notion of hope in the extant literature and across 

disciplines. In this study, 25 subjects were recruited through convenience sampling based on 
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their status as street children living in Port-au-Prince, their experiences of poverty, and their 

knowledge of the streets. The analysis and interpretation of data are grounded in the theories of 

social disorganization, conservation of resources and resilience. These theories largely informed 

the analytical process and interpretation of the street children’s meaning-making of their hope, as 

well as the factors and experiences that impact their hope. 

Eligibility Criteria 

The eligibility criteria for the study are context specific to Haiti. In order to participate in 

the study, the individual must meet all of the following criteria. First, they must be either 14, 15, 

16 or 17 years of age. This age-specific criterion is based on a legal standpoint as the age range 

of minors (Vité & Cecchetti, 2002) rather than a lifespan developmental context (Ashford & 

LeCroy, 2010; Santrock, 2013), which posits the ideas of stages– childhood, adolescence and 

adulthood. Second, based on the different categories of street children, the study focuses on 

children of the street (De Benitez, 2011), who are chronically homeless (Nooe & Patterson, 

2010). In other words, a minor who permanently uses the streets as a survival space 24 hours per 

day and seven days per week are included in the study. Third, the person must be living in Port-

au-Prince. Only those individuals who meet these three criteria were recruited for the study. 

Sampling and Setting 

In this study, the street children were selected through convenience sampling technique 

(Bernard, 2011; Maxwell, 2013). Two ports of entry were used in order to recruit 25 street 

children who were 14, 15, 16 and 17 years old for this sample. First, in different areas in Port-au-

Prince (Champ de Mars, Carrefour Aéroport, Carrefour Aviation and Pétion-Ville parks) where 

the street children are gathered night and day, the researcher conveniently recruited 22 children 

directly from the streets based on the above-defined eligibility criteria. Second, the researcher 
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conveniently targeted different organizations, drop-in centers, shelters and churches/food 

programs in Port-au-Prince that deliver services to this population in order to recruit three 

additional street children who met the eligibility criteria while they were receiving services. With 

the convenience sampling technique, the 25 participants that were recruited as study respondents 

were among the easiest to access due to their availability, geographical proximity, or willingness 

to volunteer (Farrokhi & Mahmoudi-Hamidabad, 2012). The data collection was facilitated by 

those two strategies of recruiting the street children in the study until saturation is reached 

(Mason, 2010; Lee-Jen Wu, Hui-Man, & Hao-Hsien, 2012). 

Consent, Confidentiality, Incentives and Institutional Review Board Approval 

Street children who meet the criteria were informed about the study process, and their 

rights to stay or leave the study at any time, as well as their monetary incentives. Each 

participant received 100 Gourdes post-interview– excluding three participants. Those three 

participants were recruited directly from an agency called Centre d’Acceuil de Delmas 3 

(CAD3), and it was against the agency policy to use monetary incentives for those participants. 

Instead of monetary incentives, one participant requested a bible, and the two others were 

provided a pair of sandals upon the agency request. Recruitment of street children followed all 

Institutional Review Board (IRB) procedures for verbal consent (HRP-502B) instead of assent, 

due to difficulties related to their literacy, transiency, and absence of parents or legal guardians 

in the Haitian context (See appendices B, C & D). In addition, due to the nature of the street life, 

street children may make illegal claims during the process of the interview that may be true or 

false, and to which the principal investigator will not be able to take any actions. Prior to the data 

collection process, the researcher used a coded ID system– numbers and letters– in order to 

assure the confidentiality and anonymity of the research participants. All files– interviews and 
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personal field notes data– were saved on three different locations: (a) the researcher’s universal 

short bus (USB) flash drive device, (b) Dropbox, and (c) personal computer. In addition, the data 

were transported via airplane to be stored at the Buffalo Center for Social Research. All 

electronic files were protected with encrypted passcodes by the principal investigator, and hard 

copies will be stored and locked in files cabinet at the Buffalo Center for Social Research. 

Finally, appropriate ethical approval and permission were obtained from the IRB at the State 

University at Buffalo for this study, and the fieldwork and data collection took place in Haiti 

from summer to winter 2016. 

Instruments: Questionnaires and Interviews 

First, a 17-item questionnaire was utilized to collect demographic data from the street 

children who were interviewed. Second, an in-depth, semi-structured and open-ended interview 

was conducted with each respondent, which lasted approximately one hour with each street 

child. The principal investigator conducted the interviews. The interview framework is partly 

inspired by the Children’s Hope scale, developed by Charles Snyder and colleagues to assess 

children’s hope (Snyder et al., 1997). The interview for the current study contained 10 open-

ended questions, and it explored children’s perception about their hope– goals and actions 

toward achieving these goals–, as well as the different elements that instill them hope or take 

away their hope while living on the streets. 

Data Analysis 

First, the demographic information collected from the questionnaire was analyzed with 

the SPSS.20 in order to present a concise view of the population through descriptive statistics. 

Second, through the phenomenological approach, the researcher focused on the “meaning of the 

content” as the unit of analysis for the open coding process to create salient themes during 
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transcription, translation and analysis, instead of focusing on words, sentences or paragraphs. In 

that respect, as a Haitian native, the researcher translated the transcript from Creole to English 

using the meaning of the content of the street children’s lexical choice. Such lexical choice, if 

translated into English verbatim, would be stripped from their original meaning, as well as from 

clarity. As an illustration, during the pre-interview contact, one of the respondents said in Creole: 

“Ah bòs mwen, granm bonè sa! M poko menm pran anyen non. Jere m anvan, cheyi [cheri]!” 

The verbatim English translation of such statement is: “Ah my boss, that great good air! I have 

not taken anything yet. Manage me before, darling!” Such translation has no meaning. However, 

when focusing on the meaning of the content, the most accurate English translation becomes: 

“Oh boss, it is too early! I have not eaten anything [for breakfast] yet. You should give me 

something first, darling.”[In this context, darling is used in order to emphasize the friendly tone 

of the request, and to reduce any sound of a possible demand or arrogance]. Thus, taking the role 

of a researcher/translator using the meaning of content on this phenomenological study offers a 

better picture of street children’s content regarding their hope. Ladd (as cited in Temple and 

Young, 2004) stated, “researching with, from and inside the language and its community of users 

can be an emancipatory epistemological position” (p.170). In such context, Ladd suggested that 

the only researchers/translators that can fulfill such position are the ones who share the culture of 

the research participants (Ladd, as cited in Temple & Young, 2004) 

While using the meaning of the content for the transcript, the researcher/translator in the 

study used words in [brackets] in order to insert additional explanation to the meaning of a 

particular content that requires more clarification such as “boss” [who is usually a man who is in 

a position of financial power and able to give them something] or “darling” as stated above. 

Furthermore, words in (parenthesis) were also used in order to underline particular Creole words 
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that are necessary for the content such as (grapyay), which is a worthless person or (madichon), 

which is a curse. 

Consequently, the researcher encountered two types of problems during the process of 

translation, transcription and analysis that need to be discussed. On the one hand, the researcher 

started the interview with three preliminary questions regarding poverty, natural disaster and 

political turmoil, which are considered risks to the street children’s safety, well-being and 

development. During data collection, both the street children and the researcher experienced the 

devastating effect of a hurricane (Hurricane Matthew) and political turmoil (presidential election 

2016) in Haiti. Such immediate adverse experiences created complexity during data analysis, 

where the researcher’s frustration and anger have emerged regarding the society as a whole in 

their incapacity to address his needs and the street children’s systematic needs in emergency 

contexts. In order to diminish the possibilities for researcher bias in the analysis, the researcher 

decided not to analyze any data collected from those three above questions in relation to the 

street children’s notion of hope because both the researcher and the street children were exposed 

to similar adverse experiences. On the other hand, during the interviews, the street children often 

used many expressions “Dan di, dan sere, dan klete, okside [having a mean face and preparing 

for an aggressive action],” “tchip kanibal [harmful actions/games],” etc. for which there were no 

equivalence because they were strictly jargons of the streets. Therefore, the researcher had to 

request the help of an older youth who unquestionably knows the street life, so he could provide 

critical insights for the translation of those key expressions in order to convey meaning to the 

content, which is partly a form of member check. 

Overall, the data management and analysis (coding process, query and network analysis 

of quotations, codes, and matrices) were conducted manually, which lasted approximately nine 
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months. The above analytical process was based on specific guidelines where the principal 

investigator of this study carefully familiarized himself with the data. The principal investigator 

manually generated a first wave of codes and themes (initial open coding), re-read the transcripts 

in order to be immersed in the data, revised the themes in order to create a second wave of codes 

(final coding) to finalize the themes, and finally wrote the data analysis report (Braun & Clark, 

2006). 

Subsequent to the data collection and analysis process, the theories of social 

disorganization, conservation of resources and resilience were used in order to provide a 

theoretical picture of well-being and hope of street children in Haiti. The findings are used as 

foundations for future studies in Haiti regarding not only street children and their realities, but 

also the hope of other population– children, youth and adults in Haiti, which will be a crucial 

heuristic investment to understand the quality of life of the Haitian population at large. Finally, 

this study is considered as a hypothesis-generating research, which will open doors through its 

qualitative findings to other hypotheses-testing research in order to further explore the street 

children phenomenon, and to advance the field of social work research in Haiti. 

The next chapter will address the results of the study. The demographic results will be 

presented in the first section of the next chapter, which will be supported by statistical tables. 

Subsequently, the second section will present the qualitative results – themes, numbers, matrices 

and quotations–, which will be the focal point of the qualitative section of the next chapter. 
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Chapter V: Results 

Based on a phenomenological approach, this qualitative study examines the constituents 

of hope for the future of 25 street children by focusing on the meaning of their lived experiences 

in Haiti. This chapter presents the results of data collected during the interview process with the 

street children from September to December 2016 in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. These data seek to 

answer the following research questions: 

1. How do children of the street who are aged 14 to 17 years old in Haiti perceive 

their hope? 

2. What different factors and conditions foster hope among street children in Haiti? 

3. What conditions/situations are detrimental to the culture of hope among street 

children in Haiti? 

4. How do street children perceive the future direction of their country as a whole? 

This chapter is composed of two sections. The first section provides a statistical 

description of the demographic characteristics of respondents such as their age, years of 

education, number of siblings, genesis (number of years in the streets), and birthplace. The 

second section details the qualitative findings collected through the emerging themes related to 

the notion of hope among street children in Haiti. 

Demographic Characteristics of Respondents 

This section provides information on the demographic characteristics of the 25 street 

children interviewed for this study including frequencies, averages and proportions. Table 1 

details the univariate statistics for the entire sample and details the minimums and maximums, 

averages, and standard deviations. 
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Table 1. 

N Maximum Minimum Range M SD 

Age 25 17 14 3 14.96 .89 

Siblings 25 11 0 11 4.60 2.80 

Education 25 6 0 6 2.80 1.94 

Genesis 25 11 2 9 6.12 3.02 

Street children in this study ranged in age from 14 to 17 years with an average age of 

14.9 years.  The number of siblings these children reported ranged between 11 siblings to none.   

On average, these children completed 2.8 years of education ranging from zero to six years of 

education, and they had been living on the street for an average of six years at the time of the 

interview with a range of two to 11 years. 

Table 2. 

Age Frequency Percentage Cumulative Percentage 

14 9 36 36 

15 9 36 72 

16 6 24 96 

17 1 4 100 

Birth place Frequency Percentage Cumulative Percentage 

Urban 9 36 36 

Rural 16 64 100 

Education Frequency Percentage Cumulative Percentage 

0 3 12 12 
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1 4 

2 5 

3 5 

4 3 

5 1 

6 4 

Siblings Frequency 

0 2 

1 1 

3 7 

4 5 

5 2 

6 3 

7 1 

8 1 

9 1 

10 1 

11 1 

Genesis Frequency 

2 2 

3 6 

4 1 

5 2 

16 

20 

20 

12 

4 

16 

Percentage 

8 

4 

28 

20 

8 

12 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Percentage 

8 

24 

4 

8 

28 

48 

68 

80 

84 

100 

Cumulative Percentage 

8 

12 

40 

60 

68 

80 

84 

88 

92 

96 

100 

Cumulative Percentage 

8 

32 

36 

44 
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6 4 16 60 

7 2 8 68 

9 3 12 80 

10 3 12 92 

11 2 8 100 

Table 2 shows that street children who are 14 and 15 years old represent a total of 72% of 

the sample, at the rate of 36% each. The 16 and the 17-year-old street children make up 28% of 

the sample, where each respectively represents 24% and 4%. The table also indicates that the 

majority of street children in the sample (64%) are from the rural regions of Haiti, from the 

Northside (Cap-Haitien) to the Southside [Grand’Anse] (Jérémie). On the contrary, 36% of the 

street children who were interviewed during the study were born in Port-au-Prince. In terms of 

education, 88% of the street children in the sample completed at least one to six years of primary 

education in Haiti. Meanwhile, 12% of the street children in the study have never been in school. 

Additionally, the table 2 shows that 60% of street children in the sample have at least 

four or more siblings, and 32% of street children have at least one to three siblings. Meanwhile, 

only 8% of the street children reported having no sibling. Lastly, 8% of the street children in the 

sample have spent 11 years on the streets, and another 8% have only spent two years in the 

streets. However, 84% of them have spent between three and 10 years in the streets of Port-au-

Prince, particularly Delmas, Pétion-Ville, Champs-de-Mars, and Carrefour Aviation. 

Qualitative Results: Reporting the Data through Matrices, Quotations and Tables 

This section provides the qualitative findings from the 25 street children that were 

interviewed for the study. It is divided into four sub-sections. Each sub-section provides answers 

to a research question. First, sub-section (A) contains findings 1 to 4, and it is the most complex 
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because it combines four findings to answer one research question. Second, sub-section (B) 

contains findings 5. Third, sub-section (C) contains findings 6, and fourth sub-section (D) 

contains findings 6. 

In the following sub-section (A), the findings 1 to 4 answer the research question of how 

respondents perceive hope. Their answers to the question provide an understanding of their 

definition of hope– its characteristics and typology–, their idea of personal goals, pathways and 

agency, and their perception of access to resources. 

Findings 1: Street Children’s Definition of Hope 

Out of the 25 street children in the sample, 14 or 56% shared their understanding of the 

notion of hope. From their definitions of hope, different keywords emerged. These keywords are: 

(a) help from others [others include passersby, shoppers, drivers, saleswomen/men, church out-

reach agents, organizations, non-descript persons, and rarely other street children], (b) 

anticipation of benefits, (c) future thoughts, (d) promises and God’s involvement, (e) resources, 

(f) aspiration and social status, (g) faith, (h) dependability, (i) possibility of acquisitions, (j) 

certainty and lack of worries for the future, and (k) luck. These emergent keywords are grounded 

in the street children’s perception of hopefulness amidst their adverse living conditions, and 

those keywords represent the core characteristics of hope as a construct. The street children 

conveyed the following definitions of hope. 

Table 3. – Matrix presenting the street children’s definitions of hope 

Respondent Age Definition of Hope Keyword 

(R8) 15 Hope is when someone tells me that they will Help from someone 

help me, and I wait to see when the person will 

help me or give me something. 
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(R12) 14 Hope is an anticipated benefit about something. 

For instance, if I am waiting for some money, and 

I am thinking about the money a lot. 

(R14) 14 Hope is hoping that someone will find a job. 

Others can hope that they find some money in the 

back of a car. 

(R15) 15 I do not know what hope is. However, sometimes 

I heard people saying that they have hope of 

receiving money. That is all. 

(R16) 17 Hope is when people promise me something, and 

I have hope that they will bring it for me. I place 

my hope on them. From this point on, I start 

praying God so that the person really brings what 

they promise. Hope always means a lot. 

(R17) 15 I kind of do not know what it is. The only way to 

have hope is to have resources (something 

tangible in hands). 

(R18) 14 I often heard people talking about hope, but I do 

not clearly know what it is. For instance, I often 

heard people say, "I hope I will be somebody 

tomorrow, or becoming a president.” 

(R19) 16 Hope is as if a person told you he/she would give 

you something, and you start putting your hope 

on that person. In addition, others can hope that 

while they are walking they can find something. I 

often heard street children said they hope that one 

day they will leave the streets. 

(R20) 14 Hope is when you expect something to happen to 

you in a good way. For instance, you can say I 

hope to be someone important in this country. 

From there, you have hope in what you say. You 

put your faith in it. 

(R21) 15 I often heard people say they have hope to find 

something: Find luck, car, motorcycle, bicycle, 

etc. You can also hope that someone will send 

you those things at some point. 

(R22) 15 Hope is related to when people have the belief 

that (a) they will become somebody in the future, 

or (b) they can have hope on somebody, or (c) 

they have hope that they will have/receive 

something from someone at some point in the 

future 

Anticipation of benefits 

Future thoughts 

Receiving resources 

Promises and God’s    

involvement 

Tangibility of resources 

Aspiration & social status 

Reliance on others 

Faith 

Future acquisitions 

Dependability of hope 
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First, you can have hope to be a president in the 

future due to the education that you are having. In 

addition, you can become a well-known pastor. 

That is exactly the hope I am having in God so 

that I can become the most famous pastor in Haiti 

to serve. 

Second, you can sit here and you do not choose to 

learn anything. Then, all your hope, you place it 

on others because you keep saying that somebody 

will help you. Somebody in your family will help 

you pay your rent, etc. 

Third, you can hope that something will come. 

For example, you choose not to go to work today 

because someone was supposed to bring you 

something (without telling you when), and you sit 

home and wait for what the person will bring so 

that you can feed your kids and pay your rent, 

then the person does not show up today. 

For example, in all those hope, I personally and 

truly prefer the type of hope of becoming 

somebody in life. I would like to make my family 

proud, which means I do not want to make my 

family ashamed so that everybody in society sees 

that what learned was not in vain. My mother has 

told me directly that she has big faith and hope in 

me that I will not make her feel ashamed, and I 

will become somebody tomorrow. 

(R23) 16 Hope is when a person owes you some money, 

and says that they will pay the money back today. 

That person gives you hope for the money. In 

addition, some people may be walking on the 

streets, and hoping wherever they will arrive that 

they will find something. 

Possibility of acquisitions 

(R24) 14 Hope is when I ask people something (or money), 

and they say they will give it to me as soon as 

they return. Then, I put my hope on that person. 

Actually, I kind of do not know what hope is. For 

example, if I clean a car for someone and that 

person says she/he will give me something in 

return. Then, I will not be worried because I know 

that person will give me what he/she promised. I 

definitely put my hope in that person. 

Certainty and lack of 

worries for the future 

(R25) 15 When I heard about hope is when people on the Luck 

streets said they could not sell their goods, and 
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they kept saying that they did not have hope [as in 

luck] today. 

Definition. The conflation of the emergent keywords found in the above table generated 

a conceptual definition of hope, which encompasses its nature, characteristics and nomenclature. 

Therefore, qualitatively, hope is defined as a mode of thinking toward the future that is based on 

a belief of an anticipated benefit from something, someone, luck or a higher power in order to 

confront life-related anxiety and stress. Such anticipated benefit can be understood as probable 

acquisitions of material resources such as money, clothes, food and education, or immaterial 

resources such as aspirations and social statuses. Hope, as typically defined by the street 

children, can also be as thin as mere promises, and as thick as goal setting. 

Characteristics. Based on the street children’s responses, the first characteristic of hope 

is the notion of dependability. Such characteristic suggests that hope is dependable upon an 

object, subject or a higher power/supernatural force. Thus, it requires the presence of an outer 

source, instead of the street children’s inner drives in the process of developing hope for their 

future. Respondent 22 (age 15, 6 years of education) summarized the notion of dependability in 

the following words: 

You can sit here and you do not choose to learn anything. Then, all your hope, you place 

it on others because you keep saying that somebody will help you. Somebody in your 

family or God will help you pay your rent, etc. 

Second, this definition of hope is also characterized by the notion of functionality, which 

explains the role of hope in street children’s lives in order to reach a specific outcome. The 

outcome is to buffer stressors and life-related anxiety. Respondent 24 (age 14 and 3 years of 

education) explained how hope could help him to feel less worried and anxious: 
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Hope is when I ask people something (or money), and they say they will give it to me as 

soon as they return. Then, I put my hope on that person. Actually, I kind of do not know 

what hope is. For example, if I clean a car for someone and that person says she/he will 

give me something in return. Then, I will not be worried because I know that person will 

give me what he/she promised. I definitely put my hope in that person. 

Third, another characteristic of hope is the notion of scalability. Street children believe 

that hope varies constantly. Hope is not static. Hope is considered to be a spectrum, where one 

day, you may have hope, but tomorrow you have none. Or else, in the afternoon, your hope may 

decrease because the day was unproductive, then later that night you may go to sleep with 

determination and hopefulness believing that tomorrow will be a better day for you when you 

wake up. Respondent 22 (age 15, 6 years of education) shared how his hope can frequently vary 

based on the situations. He said: 

Usually, I do not lose hope completely. I can lose hope today, and I can gain hope 

tomorrow. As long as I am not dead, my hope can be going up and down. For example, if 

a situation (a disaster) occurs in Haiti, and I could not accomplish what I wanted, I could 

lose hope. However, when the country is fixed, I can have all my hope back. I believe 

that I will always gain my hope back if I am not dead, and if it is not the end of the world. 

After the earthquake, many people lost their hope, but when organizations came to help, 

the people regained their hope. Some others even sent their CVs and found jobs during 

the earthquake, and they gained hope even though they just lost hope. 

Finally, the notion of directionality emerged as the last characteristic of hope in the study. 

Street children often discussed the notion of hope by stressing the directions of their interaction 

with the source of hope. Their interaction with the source of hope can take two basic directions. 
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(1) They can take the direction A where “they place their hope on” something, someone or God, 

or (2) they can take direction B where something, someone or God “gives them hope”. 

Respondent 18 (age 14, 2 years of education) and respondent 24 (age 14, 3 years of education) 

stated respectively illustrated both directions in the following quotations: 

I do not know what kind of hope God gives me. I am not in God's mind. I do not know. 

However, I place my hope in God so that he/she can help me become somebody in life or 

send someone my way to help me out. 

I cannot tell you what gives me hope in life. I also do not place my hope on anything else, 

besides God. God is the only one that can save me. If I will get into an accident, God will 

help me. After God, there is nothing else. He/she is the master. If I am dying sick, God is 

the only one that can save/heal me. 

However, street children discussed how money could provide them with hope (hope 

directionality: outside-in model); meanwhile, they are reluctant to say that they put their hope on 

money (hope directionality: inside-out model). Respondent 17 (age 15, 3 years of education) 

strongly and wisely emphasized: 

How can I put my hope on my money if when I die I will not be able to go with my 

money? Man, you should know that I could not put my hope on money. My work, yes, I 

put my hope on my daily work. Having hope about my daily job helps me to work harder 

to have my money to buy my house in the future 

Whereas respondent 18 (age 14, 2 years of education) openly shared how money provided him 

with hope: 

My money gives me some hope. If I did not have money, it would have been worse. To 

be more specific, my money gives me hope because If God helps me to save enough 
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money, I can go rent a room and be in peace while I will continuously work on the 

streets. Money of course gives me hope that one day I will be able to pay for my school. 

Nomenclature. During the interviews, street children highlighted multiple types of hope 

based on their life experiences. Street children classified hope in six major types, which are 

aligned with the current definition of hope that was discussed in the above paragraph. 

First, the objectified hope (object-based hope). Street children in the study tend to 

associate their hope with an object, which allows them to develop a mode of thinking based on 

the belief that their hope resides on a particular object that will improve their lives in the future, 

either in the short, mid or long term. As their hope is vested in an object, it becomes objectified– 

which is the most tangible feature of street children’s hope. Based on their most practical 

expressions, street children frequently believe that something– money, school or jobs– will come 

and make a positive difference in their life. Respondent 22 (age 15, 6 years of education) stated 

that the objectified hope is essentially when: 

You can hope that something will come. For example, you choose not to go to work 

today because someone was supposed to bring you something (without telling you when), 

and you sit home and wait for what the person will bring so that you can feed your kids 

and pay your rent, then the person does not show up today. 

In the meantime, respondent 21 (age 15, 4 years of education) revealed that money is the 

specific object on which he is relying in order to develop hope. He shared: 

Money provides instantaneous hope. As soon as I have money, I always hope that I can 

go buy what I need, whether I need to eat or to clothe. I work and make money to meet 

my needs. That is an automatic hope. 
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Second, the subjectified hope (subject-based hope). Street children in the study tend to 

gear their hope toward a particular subject– self or others– instead of an object. In such context, 

street children are more likely to link their hope and their future-oriented thoughts to either 

“becoming somebody” or receiving support from others [as stated before, others include 

passersby, shoppers, drivers, saleswomen/men, church out-reach agents, organizations, non-

descript persons, and rarely other street children]. As a subjectified hope, the notion of 

becoming somebody for the street children can be as specific as personal aspirations– 

aspirational hope–, and it can be non-descript as well. Respondent 22 (age 15, 6 years of 

education) eloquently described the notion of subjectified hope in the following quotations: 

Hope is related to when people have the belief that (a) they will become somebody in the 

future, or (b) they can have hope on somebody, or (c) they have hope that they will 

have/receive something from someone at some point in the future. 

For example, I personally and truly prefer the type of hope of becoming somebody in life 

… You can have hope to be a president in the future due to the education that you are 

having, or you can become a well-known pastor. 

For some street children, an example of a subjectified hope on becoming somebody is 

similar to having professional and social aspirations. For instance, respondent 11 (age 15, 2 years 

of education) openly commented, “I would like to abandon this street life and go to school to 

become anything, as an engineer”. For some other street children, their subjectified hope on 

becoming somebody is non-descript. For example, in a few words, respondent 5 (age 14, 4 years 

of education) said, “I want to be a regular citizen tomorrow because I do not want to be a 

bandit just like the other ones.” Whereas, other street children discussed their subjectified hope 
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by focusing on others as the subject. Respondent 2 (age 16, 6 years of education) and respondent 

8 (age 15, 6 years of education) respectively affirmed: 

I hope I can find someone to help me so that I can have a better life in the future to 

become a senator, mayor, deputy. If I do not find someone to help me, I would never 

make it. I cannot do it on my own. 

I always have a hope that somebody during the day will give me a 50 or 100 Gourdes. As 

long as it is not a dirty and illegal move, I always hope a little bit of money will come 

each day. 

Third, the spiritualized hope (spiritual-based hope). Street children’s hope is not only 

object and subject-related. In general, street children invoke the spiritual intervention of a higher 

power to define their hope for the future in every aspect of their life. In the study, God is the 

higher power upon which street children rest their sense of hope. Seemingly, in order to examine 

the variation of the notion of spiritualized hope, street children were also asked how Vodou 

influences their hope for the future. They unanimously avoided the Vodou related questions 

because it is to some extent taboo. However, it remains important not to overlook the religious 

and spiritual practices– informal or formal– that may influence the notion of spiritualized hope of 

individuals in resource-constrained regions, especially in Haiti. Respondent 16 (age 17, 3 years 

of education) and respondent 24 (age 14, 3 years of education) reinforced the idea of a 

spiritualized hope by sharing their story respectively as follows: 

I place all my hope in my God. God sees everything I am doing on the streets. Only God 

gives me hope. God knows the burden of all the street children. If it were not for God, I 

would have zero hope. Besides God, I have my hopes up on the cars from which I earn 
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money when I clean them on the streets. I would rather clean cars than to steal people's 

belongings. 

I cannot tell you what gives me hope in life. I also do not place my hope on anything else, 

besides God. God is the only one that can save me. If I will get into an accident, God will 

help me. After God, there is nothing else. He/she is the master. If I am dying sick, God is 

the only one that can save/heal me. 

Fourth, the existential hope. In the study, street children constantly referred to their mere 

existence, their desire to stay alive, and their own ability to survive as the prime example of 

hope. Hence, the notion of existential hope which does not depend on God, others, materials, or 

other forms of resources. The following quotations showed how street children in the study 

expressed the notion of existential hope. Respondent 16 (age 17, 3 years of education) 

mentioned: 

The only thing that can destroy my hope is death. Nothing else. As long as I am not 

dead, I have hope. I know my life is neither good nor pretty. However, when things start 

improving in my life, it is when they will come to kill me. They do not even care how 

long I have been suffering. 

Likewise, respondent 24 (age 14, 3 years of education) expressed in his own words how 

even without resources, his existential hope will assist him in behaving appropriately in order to 

anticipate a much promising future. He stressed: 

I have nothing that ever takes my hope away. I have nothing that makes me lose hope in 

this life. If I do not have resources, I put myself in a corner. I nevertheless do not lose 

hope. As long as I stay alive, I know it is one day to have, and another day not to have. I 

know that. I will never steal. 
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Fifth, the altruistic hope. During the interviews, a sense of altruism that is based on the 

understanding of hope has emerged among the street children in the study. Despite lack of 

resources, street children expressed a rare notion selflessness regarding their hope for the future. 

In the altruistic form of hope, street children in the study discussed their pre-disposition to 

contribute to the well-being of individuals and communities. Even though they are in precarious 

conditions and in survival mode–, which would generally require self-focused or egoistical 

dispositions–, street children in the study instead developed altruistic attitudes regarding their 

hope for the future. 

Here are a few examples of altruistic hope as expressed by the streets children. 

Respondent 2 (age 16, 6 years of education) shared how much he hopes to get out of misery in 

order to be able to “work (any kind of work) to help other people”. Similarly, respondent 3 (age 

16, 0 education) disclosed during the interview that all his hope is to also have a job, “have a 

wife and kids so that I can take care of them ... as well as the hope to find my sisters and brothers 

to help them”. In addition, respondent 5 (age 14, 4 years of education) revealed his altruistic 

hope by the desire to “help the old people and children who are living on the streets so that they 

can live better. When I have money, I will help many people with my money so that they also 

live better”. Interestingly, respondent 12 (age 14, 4 years of education) discussed on how God 

should help him develop his altruistic hope. He stated, “thinking in the future, I just hope I can 

help people who are on the streets, but God must provide me the opportunity to do so.” Finally, 

respondent 14 (age 14, 2 years of education) spoke on how he sometimes helped other kids to go 

to centers so that they can find help, and he openly stressed “maybe when I am older I can build 

a center for street children so that they can have a better life.” 
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Sixth, the intergenerational hope. According to the street children’s description, this 

type of hope refers to how the current generation foresees or anticipates the becoming of the next 

generation. Street children in the study expressed their intergenerational hope by focusing on the 

positive expectations and goals they already preset for their progenies. The understanding of 

intergenerational hope is grounded in the following quotes of the street children’s description of 

their hope for the future generation. Respondent 16 (age 17, 3 years of education) said: 

I never will let my kids go to the streets. I cannot be a street youth and have my child be a 

street child too. That is not good. I would rather live in misery forever so that my children 

can have a better life and go to school. I would want my child to be in school and become 

a better person in the future. That is why I am fighting so hard in this life. 

Respondent 23 (age 16, 6 years of education) shared his intergenerational hope by 

highlighting all the measures that he will take in order to protect his offspring from the street so 

that they can have an integral and fulfilling life. He stated the following: 

My biggest hope for my children is education. Making sure that they go to school so that 

they can be useful in this world. Then, during vacation, I will send them to additional and 

vocational courses. I will not let my children be on the streets. I do not want my children 

to experience the hardship as I experienced it. The streets are not a place to live. On the 

streets, if you accidentally bump into a person, they may quickly hit you mainly because 

you are a street child. If my children go to the streets, I will place them in a center. 

Lastly, respondent 24’s (age 14, 3 years of education) description of intergenerational 

hope for his future children is tied to specific social and professional aspirations that he expected 

them to reach. In that context, he stressed the following: 
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I hope for my children to become something in the country. Hope they can become a 

senator or a president. Especially they can help me out in case I do not have any 

resources in the future. I definitely do not want my children to be on the streets just as I 

was. If I was on the streets, I do not want them to be on the streets– being on the streets 

and stealing people's stuff. I do not agree with that. I will do my best to keep them away 

from the streets. I will tell them everything about the streets so that they can stay home. 

Findings 2: Street Children’s Goal-setting Routines as a Substantial Element of Hope 

During the interviews, 25 street children answered questions related to their goal-setting 

routines for the short and long terms. The data indicated that the street children’s drives in setting 

goals are directed toward their personal development (36%), the gratification of their basic needs 

(32%), their idea of God’s plan (16%), and their survival (16%). Table 4 details the responses of 

children on their short and long-term goals. 

Table 4. - Matrix presenting the themes for the category of street children’s goal setting 
Category Emerging Themes Major Theme Number 

(Initial Open Coding) (Final Coding) 

Goal Setting Future goals are to go to school Personal development 9 (36%) 

My goal is to leave the streets and attend school 

Going to school to cope with bullies 

Family pride and become a medical specialist 

Aspiration  of a driver 

Taxi driver “Tap-Tap” 
Travel one day 

Better life and leave the streets 

Mid-term plan is to save money 

Short-term goals are to work and gratify basic needs Basic needs gratification 8 (32%) 

Mid-term goals are daily routines 

Work and maybe cook. Tomorrow same thing 

Short-term goals are daily street work 

Short term goals: work all day 

Eat, sleep and work 

Satisfying my basic needs is my plan 

Money saving process to meet basic needs 
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With the help of God God’s involvement 4 (16%) 

Spiritually-charged hope in God 

God is responsible for the mid-term goals 

Life goals are based on God’s intervention 

Long-term goals are to stay alive Survival 4 (16%) 

Living is my long-term goal 

Long-term goals are to stay alive and practice morality 

Trying to see if I will wake up or not 

Gratification of basic needs. Street children largely focused on meeting their basic 

needs on daily basis. In that context, their routine of setting goals extensively involved 

gratification of basic needs. For example, respondent 25 (age 15, 0 year of education) described 

his short-term goals as in the following: 

For today, my only plan is to eat, make money and sleep. The only plan I have for today 

is to keep working on the streets. However, if you have a job for me, just give it to me 

now. After we are done talking, I was going to sleep, but I would rather go watch a 

soccer game on television, and I will go back to hustle/work later. 

Respondent 19 (age 16, 0 year of education) expressed that purchasing clothes at the end of 

every day is one of his goals. 

I will go work, clean and load cars. Then, if I make money, I will buy clothes later. 

Mainly one shirt and one pair of pants. We have to buy clothes every day. If we wash 

them, and have tons of clothes piled up, we do not have anywhere to stock them. 

Therefore, we prefer to buy clothes every day, and throw the old dirty clothes away. 

Respondent 11 (age 15, 2 years of education) commented: 

My goal for today is to go collecting bones after the customers are done eating, so I can 

sell the bones to people who own dogs. That way, I can make 50 Gourdes per bowl of 
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bones. Afterwards, I will shower, buy clothes, and go beg at the last hours before I go to 

bed. 

Respondent 8 (age 15, 6 years of education) described in the quotation below the cycle of 

resource surplus in which he is involved in order to be able to eat every day: 

The money I make today, I will save some so that I can eat early in the morning. Then, I 

will go to work on the streets and use the money I gain to eat in the evening, and save 

some again for the next day. 

Goals related to personal development and aspirations. In addition, street children 

predominantly geared their goals toward their desire for personal development. They are setting 

goals that will help them to get better socially, financially and professionally. In this regard, 

Respondent 18 (age 14, 2 years of education) spoke on his goals for personal development as 

related to his financial capability in order to materialize his professional aspirations: 

I will wake up and work. Every day, that is what I do. I need money in my pockets. See, 

last time during the hurricane, I could not eat because I did not have money. In Haiti, one 

never knows when there will be a political disturbance [an emergency]. One must always 

have some money saved. Personally, as soon as I have money, I will save it. I hope that I 

can rent a room, or maybe pay tuition so that I can go to school. For the future, I only 

love two things. I always say to God if I finish school, I would become a drummer or a 

construction worker. 

On the other hand, other street children commented on their personal development related 

goals to have a profession, a family, and to help others, or to become “somebody”. Respondent 3 

(age 16, 0 education) described his goals below: 
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For my life, I would like to find someone to help me leave the streets so that I can have a 

profession and work. I want to have a wife and kids so that I can take care of them. I also 

need to have a car in my life, as well as the hope to find my sisters and brothers to help 

them. 

Respondent 5 (age 14, 4 years of education) shared similar narratives by stating, “my 

goal is to leave the streets and go to school. I want to be a regular citizen tomorrow because I do 

not want to be a bandit just like the other ones.” Furthermore, respondent 15 (age 15, 2 years of 

education) specified, “I would like to abandon this street life and go to school to become 

anything, as an engineer”, which is similar to the goals set by respondent 21 (age 15, 4 years of 

education). He claimed, “my plan for the future is to work, learn and become something 

tomorrow. I may become a senator, deputy, president, etc.” 

God’s involvement in designing the future goals. During the course of the study, the 

street children confidently discussed their spiritually-influenced goals for the long-term. For 

example, the street children in the study described the circumstances under which they offered 

God the control of their unspecific and non-descript life goals. Meanwhile, some of them are 

concurrently expecting a foreseeable blessing or better life opportunities from God. Respondent 

9, a 15-year-old street child with only one year of education, illustrated his goals in the 

following: 

My only goal is to put my plan in God’s hands. Nothing else. For instance, I do not know 

when I am going to die. I have to put my hope in God. I give my heart to God to bless me 

so that he can help me hustle/work better. 

Similarly, respondent 12 (age 14, 4 years of education) spoke on his goals in this citation below: 
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My main hope is that God will change my life no matter what. Especially, I often heard 

that everything you are doing, you should put God first. Thinking in the future, I just 

hope I can help people who are on the streets, but God must provide me the opportunity 

to do so. 

Other street children in the study disclosed their reliance on God to define their life goals 

even though God has yet to show them any glimmer of hope in that respect. In the case of 

respondent 15 (age 15, 2 years of education) admitted, “God has not put the plan for tomorrow in 

my head yet. For instance, I may wake up tomorrow, and I do not go to the streets to work. You 

never know.” Likewise, respondent 24 (age 14, 3 years of education) affirmed, “I do not know 

what my plan is tomorrow. Only God knows. I am sure that I will shower in the morning, hustle, 

eat, and later I will buy clothes in the evening.” 

Nurturing and valuing survival as the master goal. Street children in the study 

discussed the meaning of survival in relation to their goal-setting routines. In many situations, 

street children considered survival “staying alive” and defying death risks on a daily basis as 

their main goals in life. For instance, one of the participants in the study, respondent 21 (age 15, 

4 years of education) said: 

For my life, I would like to do everything in life the right way so that I do not get 

involved in bad things. I want to stay alive. The best way to act right and stay alive is to 

respect the elders, and not to steal. For example, if I do not have problems with anyone, I 

would live in peace with no worries that people will come to hurt me or kill me. 

Respondent 17 (age 15, 3 years of education) also shared that his life goals are inspired by his 

mere existence in a race between life and death. He affirmed:  
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I cannot tell you what plans I have for my life. I am just living on earth. Everybody who 

is alive will die someday. I am also here to die just like everybody. Before I die, I must 

have children so that my children can inherit all my properties [assets] when I die. 

Findings 3: Street Children’s Pathways toward Achieving Goals. 

Street children reported their ideas of pathways to reach their goals such as school 

enrollment, which includes saving, planning and studying as a fundamental pathway (54.2%). 

They also reported others’ support (16.7%), staying alive (16.7%) and God (12.5%) as 

significant pathways for them to be able to reach their goals. 

Table 5. - Matrix presenting the themes for the category of street children’s pathways 
Category Emerging Themes Major Theme Number 

(Initial Open Coding) (Final Coding) 

Desire to go to school School enrollment: 13 (54.2%) 
Pathways School supplies purchase to be in school Saving, planning and 

Planning to go to school studying 
Purchasing of schooling materials 

Going to school 

Ideas of attending school 

Going to school: Thinking about plans 

Vocational training and feeling stuck 

Saving money 

Saving account may lead to school 

Saving money to attend school in the future 

Saving money to buy school materials 

Study daily 

Help based on others The pathways to reach 4 (16.7%) 

Actions to reach goals rely on Others the goals are based on 

Borrowing bible from others others 

Songwriting with others 

Focus on moral as a safety measure Necessity to stay alive 4 (16.7%) 

Polite to the elders will make me live longer 

Redefining the social networks to stay alive 

Working and staying alive 

God will do the rest God and the words of 3 (12.5%) 
God’s responsible for the plan of actions God 
Working and saving until God takes me 
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* The total response is 24 for this question. Respondent 20 did not respond to the question related to pathways. 

Pathways of school enrollment: Saving, planning and studying. The street children in 

the study refer to “access to school” as a direct pathway to reach the goals of personal 

development. Besides identifying “access to school” as one of their pathways, they also initiate 

tangible, but limited, actions in order to undertake the journey of having access to school. Those 

actions relatively represent the degree of agentic thinking and agentic behaviors of the street 

children toward their set of goals. Among those actions, street children in the study tend to (a) 

save money in preparation to school enrollment and fees; (b) buy school materials; and (c) 

mentally plan their steps toward school access. For example, during the interview, respondent 7 

(age 14, 1 year of education) demonstrated his agentic behaviors to follow his chosen pathways 

in the quotation below: 

All I have done so far is that I open a bank account to save money. I want to buy 

materials for school when I have the chance to go to school. I registered in two schools so 

far. I am waiting when they are going to call me. The longer they take, the more I will 

save money. 

In addition, respondent 8, (age 15, 6 years of education) shared how he believes that his 

saving practices are capable to help him have access to and enroll in school. During the 

interview, he stressed: 

I save some money at a children bank every time I get the chance. I make sure I do not 

waste my money so that I can stick to my plan. I have nearly 1500 Gourdes. I will not 

touch this money. Then, when it is time, I will take that money to buy school materials 

and shoes to be ready for school. 

Besides their efforts in displaying their agentic behaviors through financial savings to 

have access to school, street children show their proactivity by purchasing school-related 
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materials even prior to their admission to schools. Respondent 3, who is 16 years old with 0 year 

of education, spoke on his agentic behaviors regarding school planning. He denoted: 

Actually, I started buying uniforms [fabric] to go to school, but I cannot continue. School 

is the most important thing. If I go to school, I can find a good job to reach all those goals 

I just mentioned. I will keep continuing to plan on going to school, but it is hard. 

Respondent 23 (age 16, 6 years of education) enumerated all the materials that he bought 

in order to go to school at the beginning of the year 2017. He said, “I started buying school 

materials so that I can go to school in January 2017. I also bought pens, books, notebooks and a 

bag. I have not bought school uniforms and sneakers yet.” Whereas, some of the street children 

in the study discussed their agentic thinking by focusing on specific plans and thoughts with 

respect to their willingness to attend school. Respondent 18 (age 14, 2 years of education) stated: 

I have not done anything, but I start to think about it a lot. I keep saying that I am young. 

Even though I do not find someone to help me go to school, I can at least start thinking 

about it so that I know what I can and what I cannot do. 

On the same token, respondent 4 (age 15, 5 years of education) openly commented on his 

position of self-advocacy in order to ensure that the resourceful people with whom he comes in 

contact regularly are informed of what he wants for his life: 

The only actions I take is to try to go to school. I also talked to a Christian woman who 

always comes here to tell us about Jesus. I told her that the gospel does not trouble us, but 

it is the lack of education and other forms of support to help us change that is the 

problem. 

Respondent 25 (age 15, 0 year of education) described his plan as the following: 
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All I am waiting for now is the woman to register us in school. They will give us books, 

notebooks and bags. I plan to buy socks and sneakers to be ready for school. I will keep 

waiting whenever she comes. 

The pathways to reach the goals are based on others. In the context of the study, 

others include passersby, shoppers, drivers, saleswomen/men, church out-reach agents, 

organizations, non-descript persons, and rarely other street children. Thus, the street children in 

the current study described social support through the reliance on others as one of their most 

critical pathways. Respondent 2, a 16-year-old street youth with 6 years of education, clearly 

expressed the importance of his reliance on others to meet his goals below: 

To reach such goals, I hope I can find someone to help me so that I can have a better life 

in the future to become a senator, mayor, deputy. If I do not find someone to help me 

reach those goals, I would never make it. I cannot do it on my own. The only thing I have 

is the piece of fabric to clean the cars. It cannot help me accomplish great things besides 

eating and finding clothes. I know where I can find food, and sleep areas. Especially for 

the food, I often share my food with other street children. 

Additionally, the support and assistance can sometimes come from their peers to facilitate 

the achievement of a specific goal. Respondent 12 (age 14, 4 years of education) stated how he 

often collaborates with his peers to accomplish their musical and songwriting project. 

Well, I often write music with other kids on the streets. I used to buy notebooks to write 

songs. However, whenever we are fighting, we tore the notebooks apart due to anger. 

Later on, we may start over again to write music together. 

On the other hand, respondent 22 (age 15, 6 years of education) knows exactly the type of 

assistance he occasionally wants from others. Borrowing bible from others is his main pathway 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

   

   

  

  

  

 

   

 

  

 

DISSERTATION 90 

to reach his goals. In fact, during data collection, respondent 22 did not want to receive the 

regular monetary incentives from the researcher. He insisted that the researcher buy him a Bible 

as incentives. Below, he described his pathways: 

I always pray that I become a famous pastor in Haiti. If I have nothing to do, I make sure 

I borrow a bible from people, and I try to read so that I can become familiar with the 

bible verses and all. 

The pathways to reach goals are the necessity to stay alive. Staying alive is crucial to 

street children. Not only they define their survival as one of their predominant goals, but they 

also know what pathways they should take, as well as the agentic behaviors they should adopt in 

order to stay alive. Respondent 19 (age 16, 0 years of education) commented on his strategies to 

stay alive: 

I stop acting like a (grapyay) [worthless person or crumb]. I start behaving with more 

maturity, which means not to joke and tease the younger kids, or to eat after people. That 

is often why we get into deadly fights. If I used to sit among people who are not my 

friends, I stop doing it now. If you sit with people you do not know, they may be 

involved in criminal activities in other areas. When the police officers come, they might 

arrest me or kill me too. That is why my plan of actions is to stop sitting among strangers. 

Respondent 8 (age 15, 6 years of education) discussed his course of actions to stay alive so that 

he can have a chance to focus on his future goals. He said: 

My main course of action to keep my plan in motion is that I do not steal. I respect others 

[not respecting elderly in Haiti is believed to make someone vulnerable to having a curse 

(madichon), which will cause the person to die early] 
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Respondent 13 (age 14, 1 year of education) shared similar concerns with respondent 8 regarding 

the risks of dying at a young age if their attitudes toward the elders are not acceptable. He stated: 

I respect older people so that I can live longer. That is all. If I live longer, I will have 

more time to become whatever I hope in my life. If I die, I will not have a chance for 

anything in the future. 

The pathways to reach goals are based on God and the words of God.  In the context 

where street children must develop pathways in order to meet their life goals, they once again 

refer to God as the entity that is responsible to help them developing those pathways. Respondent 

17 (age 15, 3 years of education) shared his view on how God is involved in determining his 

future in the following quotation: 

I kind of do not know when I will be able to afford what I just mentioned as my goals 

(children, house and motorcycle) because I do not know when God will take me out of 

this life. All I do is being on the streets, making money, and saving a little. Every time I 

work, I use some of the earned money, and I save a little bit. 

Respondent 15 (age 15, 2 years of education) is convincingly certain that God will create a way 

for him to accomplish his goals. He stated: 

God will put something in my hands to make it happen. So far, all I do is cleaning cars to 

have some money. I am waiting for the day God will give me all that I need, because he 

will definitely give me something sometimes. 

Based on the street children’s responses regarding their pathways to reach a specific set 

of goals, their level of agency was simultaneously determined. Although the aim of the study is 

not to examine the street children’s level of hope, the table below displays the three most 

significant interactions found in the street children’s responses in order to understand 
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qualitatively their level of hope at the time of the interview. For example, the first row represents 

a combination of “pathway * agency”, which is equivalent to a complete interaction. The second 

row indicates a partial interaction of pathways and absence of agency. The third row displays the 

condition for a “no interaction”, which is due to the absence of both pathway and agency in the 

street children’s responses. Thus, as a summary, 75% of street children in the study showed signs 

of high hope, whereas 16.7% showed signs of low hope, and 8.3% showed an absence of hope at 

the time of the interview. 

Table 6. - Interactional pattern of pathways and agency among the street children 

Interactions Frequency Percentage Equivalence 

Pathway Agency 18 75% Complete interaction: High hope 

Pathway No Agency 4 16.7% Partial interaction: Low hope 

No Pathway No Agency 2 8.3% No interaction: Absence of hope 

* The total response is 24. The Respondent 20 did not respond to the question related to pathways. 

Findings 4: Street Children’s Access to Resources 

When asked about their endeavors to access resources, one group of street children 

mentioned that the support they receive from external sources (43.47%) and their earned money 

from their daily routines (13.04%) represent their main access to resources in order to work 

toward achieving their goals. Meanwhile, another group of street children stated that they lack 

complete access to resources (43.47%) in the streets. Below the three major themes are presented 

in quotations as expressed by the respondents. 

Table 7. - Matrix presenting the themes for the category of street children’s access to resources 

Category Emerging Themes Major Theme Number 

(Initial Open Coding) (Final Coding) 

Solicitation to go to civilians’ houses External resources 10 (43.47%) 

Being motivated by others’ advices 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

   

  

   

    

    

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

   

  

 

    

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

                 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

DISSERTATION 93 

Resources Other’s promises are the only opportunity 
Social connections with others may lead to school 

Social connections to protect my daily saving 

Peer social support is the only resources 

Opportunities from other peer with resources 

Receiving advices from people 

Promise to be registered to school by others 

Organization provides resources 

Lack of awareness of available resources Limited access 10 (43.47%) 

Absence of opportunities 

Limited resources and opportunities 

Absence and lack of access to resources 

Absence of resources 

Nothing at all. But money on the ground 

No resources 

I do not have find anything at all 

Not found any opportunities 

Nothing 

My earned money is my only resource Work ethic 3 (13.04%) 

Working every day is the only opportunity 

Streets work is linked to earning money 

* The total response is 23 for this question. Respondents 11 and 20 did not respond to the question related to resources. 

External resources: Others, organizations and peer support. In terms of access to 

resources, street children rely extensively on external resources. In the following, respondent 1 

(age 16, 3 years of education) discussed the kind of external support that has been regularly 

offered to him on the streets. He stated: 

Every day, many bosses [usually men who are in a position of financial power and able to 

give them something] come to me driving nice cars, ask to take me to their house, and 

promise to take me to their house. A specific male boss drives on the streets and keeps 

looking at me every time he drives by my spot. 

Likewise, respondent 4 (age 15, 5 years of education) commented on how others helped 

him on the streets. In his own words, he said, “The main opportunities I found is to talk to other 

people that motivate me and give me more hope. They often motivated me and said all I lack is 

education. Besides that I found nothing.” 
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Respondent 8 (age 15, 6 years of education) illustrated the notion of external support as a 

resource with the following statement: 

Sometimes, civilians give me 100, 250 Gourdes. Often, the older youth on the street 

randomly come and frisk us to steal our money. Therefore, most of the time, when I get 

these kinds of money, I quickly give it to street vendors to hold it for me for the day in 

case the older youth come so that they do not find the money on me. Besides that, I do 

not find any other opportunities or chance to help me achieving my plan for the future. 

Respondent 21 (age 15, 4 years of education) highlighted the importance of the centers as a 

resource provider in the system of care in Haiti. He said: 

Only when I go to the agency [centers and organizations] I find the opportunities to 

become something in life. Now, the agency is not being administered well. They are not 

giving us what we need. I am ready to escape because they clearly cannot afford to help 

us. 

In particular, other street children discussed the forms of support they received from peer 

while being unsure if those forms of support can be considered resources. Respondent 12 (age 

14, 4 years of education) stated, “Nothing at all. Sometimes, the other kids help me sing. That is 

about it. The support of the other street children is the only resource I encounter so far.” 

Subsequently, respondent 19 (age 16, 0 year of education) underlined the following: 

I have not found any opportunities. The only opportunities I could list is that of an older 

peer who used to have an organization to help us. Then, he started taking advantages of 

us and he confiscated most of the donations. 

However, in their quest for opportunities from external sources, street children have been 

offered a variety of choices that seemed ambiguous to determine if they are considered resources 
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or risks. During interviews, as a reiteration, respondent 1 (age 16, 3 years of education) disclosed 

the following: 

Every day, many bosses come to me driving nice cars, ask to take me to their house, and 

promise to take me to their house. A specific male boss drives on the streets and keeps 

looking at me every time he drives by my spot. 

Other street children were offered similar choices to go home or other unidentified places 

with adults. Respondent 5 (age 14, 4 years of education) spoke on one of the equivocal offers 

that were made to them. He stated, “There is a woman who said that she will bring us 

somewhere. But I do not know where she will bring us yet.” Additionally, respondent 23 (age 16, 

6 years of education) also admitted that he was once exposed to similar situations. He said, 

“Once, I met a woman that told that she would take me and go home with me, and now it has 

been a week since I saw her.” 

Work ethic as a resource. Amidst the chaos and limited access to resources in Haiti, 

street children defined their work ethic as a critical resource in order for them to accomplish their 

goals in life. Respondent 13 (age 14, 1 year of education) testified to this being part of his reality 

by stating: 

The only resources I received on the streets is the money I worked for, and sometimes 

people give me great advice not to steal and tell me to work in unity [to stop fighting] 

with one another all the time. 

Respondent 23 (age 16, 6 years of education) confirmed that street children’s work ethic 

is the most constant opportunities for them to have access to resources on the streets. He 

described his view in the following: 
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The only opportunity I have on the streets is work. That is all. Recently, I found some 

money in the ravine. Rarely did I find people to give me advice, but they do sometimes. 

They often told me to leave the streets. 

The statement below reflects respondent 24’s (age 14, 3 years of education) love and hate 

relationship with the streets, which is due to the resource access versus lack of access. He said: 

I found many opportunities, but I did not take them. I found many people that told me 

they would go home with me or take me to school, but I chose not to go. Sometimes, I 

feel like I love the streets a lot, and some other times I feel like I do not like the streets. 

When I earn some money, 50 Gourdes and all, I love the streets. However, mostly on 

Sundays, I hate the streets because most people are cleaned and well dressed on Sunday, 

and I am on the streets walking around dirty. I hate that.” 

Lack of access to resources. Additionally, street children in the study openly discussed 

the difficulties they encounter in the process of accessing resources. Respondent 3 (age 16, 0 

year of education) stated: 

Actually, I have not found any opportunities to help me reach those goals. The only thing 

is that sometimes I have the opportunities to receive money from others. That kind of 

money, I often share it with other kids. I do not count that as opportunities to help me 

reach my goals because I barely use this kind of donation for myself. 

Many other street children shared without hesitation how they have yet to come across 

opportunities and resources to better their life while on the streets. With their own words, 

respondent 6 (age 16, 2 years of education) were open to affirm, “I do not find any. I will pray 

that someone will take me and help me”, and respondent 10 (age 14, 1 year of education) also 

shared, “I have not found any resources in the streets to help me have better hope”. Similarly, 
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respondent 14 (age 14, 2 years of education) avowed, “I do not find anything. Any resource at 

all. But, yesterday, I found a few Gourdes on the ground”. 

In the meantime, respondent 2 (age 16, 6 years of education) is relentlessly hunting for 

life-changing resources from organizations and centers, but he has yet to find his luck. During 

the interview, he disclosed: 

Other children find the opportunities to go to different centers. Unfortunately, I do not 

know where yet. I knew that the most popular center was destroyed during the 

earthquake. I do not know if they repair it yet, or if they travel abroad with the kids 

either. 

In sum, the above four findings answered the first research question related to how street 

children perceive their hope for the future. First, street children’s conceptualization hope brings a 

new definition that addresses the complexity of hope through its characteristics and 

nomenclature. Second, as goals, pathways and agency represent the core components of the 

traditional definition of hope, street children shared their understanding regarding those core 

components in order to elucidate their perception of hope. Third, street children shared their 

difficulties in the process of accessing resources in order to meet their short and long terms 

goals, which would empower them and increase their hopefulness. 

Findings 5: Street Children’s Sources of Hope for the Future 

In this sub-section (B), these findings answer the research question that is related to the 

different factors and conditions that foster hope for the future among street children in Haiti. The 

results detailed in Table 8 show that street children’s sources of hope are based on the following 

themes: Earning money (36%), school (36%), and God (28%). 
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Table 8. - Matrix presenting the themes for the category of street children’s sources of hope 
Category Emerging Themes Major Theme Number 

(Initial Open Coding) (Final Coding) 

Being on the streets is the main hope Hope in work and 9 (36%) 

Hope Money and work give me hope to stay alive earned money 

Hope in my daily work 

Money provides hope to meet basic needs 

Money gives hope to live better 

Money gives automatic hope 

Money provides hope to meet basic needs 

Hope to start business with money 

Money is my favorite source of hope 

School gives me hope School 9 (36%) 

Education is the key to my hope 

School provides hope for literacy 

Hope in school gives aspirations 

School provides hope to have money 

School gives hope to become somebody 

School will stop me from poverty 

School offers me hope 

Having hope from school to help others 

God in my life is equal to hope God 7 (28%) 

Hope in God’s omnipresence 
Hope in God to help becoming somebody 

Hope in God 

God provides eternal hope 

God provides me hope to leave the streets 

God provides hope 

Street children place their hope on their work and earned money. One of the most 

important sources of hope to the street children is their work and the money they earned from 

their laborious activities. In the study, respondent 3 (age 16, 0 year of education) explains how 

his work ethic and earned money provides him hope: 

The only thing that gives me hope in life is my own personal strength not to be 

discouraged so that I can work hard in the streets. I do not have hope from anything, but 
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my job. If what you are doing you are doing it well, you will be successful in it. This little 

piece of fabric I use to clean the cars is my only hope. 

Additionally, respondent 12 (age 14, 4 years of education) shared the following regarding how 

work and his earned money inspire him to have hope: 

Having worked for my earnings inspires me to have hope in life because I do not steal to 

have money. I earn my money. Actually when I save my money, I surely know that I can 

find my money easily in case I want to eat something when there is a bad weather. 

Therefore, having money gives me a lot of hope. 

Other street children shared similar practices. They also described how their work and 

earned money help them to plan and to hope for a better future. Respondent 19 (age 16, 0 year of 

education) said: 

Oh yes! I know for sure, when I work, I earn my own money, and I can do whatever I 

want. If I want to share it, I can. If I want to buy something, I also can. My money 

definitely gives me hope to live. When I have money, I cannot starve. With my money, I 

also can buy clothes. My money and my work definitely give me hope.” 

Moreover, respondent 24 (age 14, 3 years of education) also coincided with the two previous 

respondents by stating: 

My money is everything. I depend on my money. It is kind of my favorite source of hope. 

If I am sick, I can run quickly to the hospital with the money. If I need medications, I can 

buy medications with the money. 

Street children are fully aware of how their work and earned money are able to help them 

plan to meet their most concrete needs in practical ways– hurricane preparedness, basic needs or 

healthcare. Therefore, being able to plan for future life-related adversity and shortcomings 
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creates an atmosphere of hope for the future in their life. However, while knowing that their 

work and earned money provides them hope for the future, any situation (remedial, restorative or 

punitive) that may come in the way to stop their routine of earning money and cash flow is seen 

as a limitation to their hope for the future. In that respect, respondent 22 (age 15, 6 years of 

education) explained how being eligible to go to a shelter will decrease his hope for the future as 

it is used to be linked to his street labor and his earned money. Below, he stated: 

My money is all hope I have. If I want something, I can only buy it with my money. 

Now, as I am trying to go to a shelter, my money does not give me hope anymore 

because my life will be different as soon as I get to the shelters and get services. I will not 

be depending on the money for my immediate needs as much as when I was on the 

streets. 

School provides street children hope. Even though most of the respondents in the study 

have not completed primary school, which is the equivalent of 6th grade in the U.S., street 

children strongly believe that access to school will provide better hope for the future. Respondent 

13 (age 14, 1 year of education) spoke on his idea of hope and school by saying: 

I believe that education is providing greater hope for my life. Going to school will help 

me understand how to become a better person tomorrow. With education, I will be able to 

be informed about human rights, hygiene, and prayers. Nothing else provides me hope. 

Even though respondent 19 (age 16, 0 year of education) has never attended school, he 

reported that school is important to him in the sense of having hope for the future, especially to 

break the cycle of dependence on others. He voiced his idea in the following: 
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If you go to school and know how to read, you will be able to find jobs. School can give 

you hope to have money, and not to depend on others too much. I believe on the 

importance of school although I never went, for I have never had the chance. 

Respondent 23 (age 16, 6 years of education) also believes in the idea that school provides him 

hope to have a better life. In his response, he mentioned: 

With school, I have the hope that I will have a decent job one day, and many more. 

Having a house and a car. All my hope is in school. Anything that comes from school, I 

will accept it, except for becoming a thief. 

However, respondent 8 (age 15, 6 years of education) discussed how access to schools is 

the ultimate source of hope even though many people who have been to school are still not 

successful due to the lack of opportunities and resources in Haiti. Below is his statement: 

My main hope in life is to change for the better so that I can leave the streets. As soon as 

I go to school, the streets will no longer be in my head. I often see the people who go to 

school in Haiti, and they cannot find jobs. This motivates me to work harder so that I can 

have a life. If they are educated and cannot have a job, what about people who never go 

to school? I clearly see that my life is doomed if I do not go to school. That is why this 

kind of situation gives me hope for my life as it motivates me to work harder. 

Street children place their hope on God. In the study, street children also demonstrated 

that their level of trust in God is one of their sources of hope because after all God is the ultimate 

hope provider. Respondent 8 (age 15, 6 years of education) stated: 

I also put my hope in God. When God gives me hope, I believe that I will have something 

positive happens in my life. I ask him strength and courage to work, and I always feel 

good to work daily. As long as I have God with me, I believe that I have a lot of hopes. 
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Respondent 22 (age 15, 6 years of education) extended on how God provides him hope for the 

future. He explained: 

I have plenty of hopes on God. My hope is to serve God. That is why I believe everything 

that I ask God will come. For example, I believe in God, and I pray God a lot. If I need 

something, God will give it to me. I can be thinking about how to find something, and I 

pray and ask God with faith to give to me. I often told God that I need whatever I asked, 

and I insisted that I would not steal anything. God always provides and sends someone to 

give it to me. Faith is everything. Faith always gives me hope. God does many things for 

me because I pray a lot for God to change me, and he/she does. I used to take my 

mother's money, and I used to ask God to help me find a shelter so that I can leave the 

streets. God helps me with both requests. 

On the same token, respondent 23 (age 16, 6 years of education) commented on how God 

always provides him the hope to meet his physiological needs, as well as the hope to leave the 

streets, which seems a bit uncertain according to the following statement: 

I do not know how to answer this question. God always gives hope: hope to live, hope to 

breathe, hope to eat, and hope to find somewhere to sleep. That is all I have. The only 

hope I place in God's hand is to help me leave the streets and to go home. I hope this 

happens in 2017. If not, I hope it happens in 2018. The streets are becoming more and 

more dangerous. Street youth are killing one another. 

Findings 6: Street Children’s Barriers to Hope for the Future 

Findings in this sub-section (C) answers the research question regarding hope related 

barriers by describing the conditions or situations that respondents identified as detrimental to 

the culture of hope in a poverty-related context such as being, living and working in the streets of 
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Port-au-Prince as children. Their responses showed that being on the streets and exposed to all 

the related risks (56%) represent a major barrier to their hope for the future. In addition, some of 

these street children mentioned that police brutality (16%) destroys their hope for the future, 

while another group of street children stated they do not experience any barriers to their hope 

(28%) regardless of the situations. 

Table 9. - Matrix presenting the themes for the category of obstacles to street children’s hope 
Category Emerging Themes Major Theme Number 

(Initial Open Coding) (Final Coding) 

Drug use and poverty diminish my hope Being on the 14 (56%) 

Barriers Robbery, abuse and car accident lead to our death streets and 
Death and violence in the streets destroy my hope vulnerable 
Lack of resources censor their hope 

Stereotypes limit my hope in life 

Lack of safety and political issues destroy my hope 

Being on the streets is a major hope destruction 

Superstition and evilness do not guarantee hope 

Unproductive day equals hopelessness 

Absence of family destroys my hope 

Experiences of poverty destroy their hope 

When they (thieves) steal my money 

Thieves are the main hope destructor 

Bad weather land thieves limiting my hope 

Hope stands still Hope 7(28%) 

Hope is alive in me 

I always have hope because of God 

Death is the sole hope destructor 

Nothing destroys hope 

Death is the only hope destructor 

Hope is intermittent 

Police brutality limits my hope in life Police brutality 4 (16%) 

Police officers limit our opportunities to hope 

Police abuse limits my hope 

Police brutality: Cause of hopelessness in the streets 

Being vulnerable in the streets (risks factors in the streets). Relying on the street 

children’s construal of their reality, several relevant narratives were recorded during interviews 

in order to illustrate how hindrances to hope are expressed among the street children in Port-au-
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Prince. Respondent 1 (age 16, 3 years of education) shared how drug abuse, lack of resources 

and constant stigma that he is experiencing in the streets affect his hope for the future, and lead 

him to a situation of despondency. He stated: 

Smoking marijuana a lot, as well as sniffing glue destroy my hope in life. They often 

make me feel despair. The poverty destroys my hope as well. In addition, when people 

stared at me with disdain on the streets when I am cleaning cars. The main problem that 

destroys my hope is that when I have money, I have nothing important to do with it, but 

smoking weed. Finally, when there is not a lot of cars on the streets, my hope is getting 

low as well, because I cannot make money. 

Respondent 11 (age 15, 2 years of education) confidently disclosed how political 

problems– riot, demonstration or ill-organized strikes– negatively affect his hope because street 

children are often in the face of the confrontation. He highlighted: 

Political issues (demonstration and election). They were the main reason that destroys my 

hope. When there is shooting, I often witnessed many of us being killed due to those 

political issues. I constantly think that one day it will be my turn. 

Whereas respondent 12 (age 14, 4 years of education) commented on how lack of access to 

school considerably limits his hope. He uttered: 

Not going to school destroys my hope in life. Without school, I think I will fail. In 

addition, misery is another way my hope in life is decreasing. All I can say, as soon as 

you are on the streets, your hope is low because you can die at any given time. 

On the other hand, respondent 18 (age 14, 2 years of education) detailed how the absence 

of his parents and lack of resources caused him grievous harm to become vulnerable on the 

streets of Port-au-Prince. In his own words, he specified: 
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The main circumstances that destroy my hope are the fact that I have no parents. If my 

mom and dad were not dead, they would send me to school, and I would have been okay. 

In addition, misery destroys my hope a lot too. Sometimes, I sat down and said to myself 

that I would never be anybody in this life. Like, you did not even ask to be on this earth, 

and you realize that you are suffering and living in misery and poverty. 

Respondent 23 (age 16, 6 years of education) spoke on how lack of safety on the street is 

detrimental to his progress and to the culture of hope. With more details, he reported: 

The only thing that often kills my hope is robbers. I hate it. If you work hard all day to 

have money, and that was your only hope in life, then the robbers steal your money. I lost 

hope quickly when this had happened to me because I had to start all over again. Losing 

hope for me always comes with sorrow and sadness. Sometimes, I also lose hope in life 

when I see people killing other street children. 

Police brutality. Based on the context that negatively affects street children’s hope for 

the future, they affirmed that they experienced inhumane treatment from police officers in Port-

au-Prince, and such treatment represents a barrier to their expression of hope. Respondent 7 (age 

14, 1 year of education) described one of his interactions with a police officer in Haiti by 

cautiously saying: 

I do not know though. Wait! The police officers. They are the only people that often 

destroy my hope when they beat me. One day I cleaned a car for a boss. He was about to 

give me 1000 Gourdes, but a police officer came by and slapped me multiple times. 

A similar story is shared by respondent 10 (age 14, 1 year of education). With a lot of 

confidence, he divulged the cases of police brutality against street children. In a form of a 

complaint, he said: 
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The only thing that destroys my hope is the police officers that are killing many of us 

every day. If they find us with cigarettes, they beat us. We are never good with the 

officers no matter how we are. Besides that, nothing else destroys my hope. 

Finally, respondent 13 (age 14, 1 year of education) described his fear of police abuse in 

a concise manner by averring, “The only thing that destroys my hope is when police officers are 

abusing us. My hope got shattered when I notice street children being beaten with wood or other 

objects.” 

Absence of barriers to hope among street children. Although street children face all 

forms of adversities in the streets that limit them from expressing their hopefulness, some of 

them strongly believe that they have no hope related barriers. Their hope for the future is endless. 

In that respect, respondent 5 (age 14, 4 years of education) conveyed that he always has hope in 

life because of God’s presence. In his own words, he said: 

I have yet to encounter anything in life that will destroy my hope. I firmly and always 

have hope because of God. The only way I will no longer have hope is if I was going to 

school, and another person comes and hurts me to prevent me from going to school. 

Then, I can say I lose my hope of going to school. 

As evidence, respondent 24 (age 14, 3 years of education) stressed that: 

I have nothing that ever takes my hope away. I have nothing that makes me lose hope in 

this life. If I do not have resources, I put myself in a corner. I nevertheless do not lose 

hope. As long as I stay alive, I know it is one day to have, and another day not to have. I 

know that. I will never steal [risks of being killed] 

Similarly, respondent 16 (age 17, 3 years of education) assertively explained how only death can 

damage his hope in the quotation below: 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

   

  

 

    

 

  

 

   

  

  

 

 

  

 

   

  
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

DISSERTATION 107 

The only thing that can destroy my hope is death. Nothing else. As long as I am not dead, 

I have hope. I know my life is neither good nor pretty. However, when things start 

improving in my life, it is when they will come to kill me. They do not even care how 

long I have been suffering. 

Nonetheless, for other street children in the study, their experiences related to resource 

loss have a minor impact on their hope in life. They also highlighted the consistency and 

permanency in their hope amidst adverse situations and risks. Particularly, respondent 19 (age 

16, 0 year of education) admitted: 

Nothing at all stops my hope. Sometimes I feel discouraged. That is all. If I plan to go 

somewhere and notice my clothes are dirty, that may make me feel discouraged. If all day 

I am on the streets and do not earn a few Gourdes, I definitely will feel discouraged in 

life. Besides that, I never lose hope. Never feel in despair. Other time I feel low is when I 

keep thinking too much to realize that I do not have parents. All I have is a grandfather 

that I have not heard from in so long. 

Findings 7: Street Children’s Overall Hope for the Communities in Haiti 

The following sub-section (D) presents the findings to answer the research question 

regarding global hope for the future by detailing the respondents’ perceptions of the future 

direction of Haiti. Based on the results from the interviews, the street children in this sample 

believed that overall hope for communities in Haiti lies in God’s hands (44%), in politics (40%), 

and in the ability for the population to live in unity (16%). 

Table 10. - Matrix presenting the themes for the category of community hope 
Category Emerging Themes Major Theme Number 

(Initial Open Coding) (Final Coding) 

God God 11 (44%) 

Community Hope God as the solution for Haiti 

God’s punishment for our sins 
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Hope of the country relies on God 

God will change Haiti 

God will help the country. 

Jesus is the answer for hope in Haiti 

God can improve lives in Haiti 

God is the main help for Haiti 

God will help Haiti 

God can repair Haiti 

Presidency will change the country Politics 10 (40%) 

Government for Sanitary environment 

Hope for the community is essentially political 

Hope is in the president to help the population 

Country to be improved by president 

Hope of Haiti is in president’s hands 
Not much hope for Haiti. President will help 

Hope of the country lies on a good president 

Haiti gets better with better president 

Hope the president will make positive changes 

Lack of unity is crumbling my community Unity 4 (16%) 

Unity is the solution 

Lack of unity 

Unity is important in the construction of Haiti 

God is the ultimate savior. In order to illustrate how the notion of God is strictly tied to 

the street children’s global hope regarding the communities in Haiti, respondent 7 (age 14, 1 year 

of education) shared his understanding and his lugubrious experiences in the following: 

Only God can change Haiti. Nothing else. Haiti will more likely to remain the way it is. 

Personally, I cannot do anything for Haiti. Even if I could, I would never want to do 

anything. Haitians are always frustrated. They can kill you for what you have. For 

example, my father was poisoned while drinking alcohol because he had money. There 

was another person I knew who used to sing very well. Someone put some poison in his 

microphone, and he died. I do not want to do anything for this country. I would not help 

clean the streets. I would not help in anything at all. I cannot help them not to be 

frustrated. They are already frustrated. 
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Respondent 8 (age 15, 6 years of education) opted for a divine-based punitive justice in order to 

improve the quality of the communities. In this quote below, he mentioned: 

I think Haiti is good. Hold on, I do not know. All I see is that Haiti is being destroyed 

slowly. I used to hear people say that Haiti was better in the past. Therefore, I concluded 

that Haiti is degrading. It may have never been better. I do not know. Even though it is 

not all of us who sins, I would hope that God takes all the sinners out. A complete clean 

up in Haiti and bring new Haitians. There are too many crimes and sorcery activities 

everywhere. God is not happy with the way we are treating one another in Haiti. See, 

even in the future, I am not ready to have kids. Anybody who has kids right now in Haiti, 

the kids will suffer. 

On the same token, respondent 14 (age 14, 2 years of education) shared that spiritual and 

religious practices such as Christianity are the pathways that will lead to community 

development in Haiti. The statement below confirmed his position: 

I do not care about my country. I do not have any hope in this country. I do not think this 

country is in good shape. Too many Vodou sacrifices in this country. Many people are 

being killed and robbed frequently. I think one-day Haiti will be better. Jesus is the only 

one that can help the country. I believe that Jesus will send a power [magic] to Haiti to 

improve our lives. 

Politics can make a difference. The street children’s hope regarding their communities 

is largely based on the motivation, accountability and resourcefulness of a legitimate president to 

solve the current structural problems that are undermining the social fabric of the country. 

Respondent 1 (age 16, 3 years of education) discussed his hopeful thoughts in the following: 
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I have hope that one day Haiti will change for the better. If the people stop shooting and 

destroying [the resources], the country will be better. If the people choose to live in unity, 

life will be improved in the country. Every day, there is shooting. It is a deadly war [more 

likely during political massive protest]. If there is a good president, the country will be 

better. He will put all children in schools, and they will stay home with their parents. 

Similarly, respondent 3 (age 16, 0 education) foresees a continuation of sustainable development 

projects from presidents for the long-term. He claimed: 

I have great hope that the country will change. I want the country to have a good 

president who can help the country. If each elected president starts something in the 

country, the country will change. If one starts roads, the other one starts jobs, and the next 

starts cleaning the sewage system, everybody would live healthily. I hate the way the 

country is right now. I do not have a job. See, I am on the streets, and I am trying for 

myself. Sometimes, people are staring at us with disdain because we are trying to work. 

In the meantime, respondent 17 (age 15, 3 years of education) is infuriated by the lack of 

governance, violence and corruption from government officials. His hope for the communities in 

Haiti is nebulous and problematic. He contended that: 

The only hope for me is to leave this country to go to some other countries. Too many 

people are dying in this country. I do not think Haiti is a good country. Too many people 

are dying. Actually, there is no president. The former president took all the money. I do 

not think there is much hope in this country at all. I am not sure if Haiti will be improved 

in the future. Maybe, it will. I do not know. I hope that the future president will do 

something different to improve lives in this country. 
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Lastly, respondent 19 (age 16, 0 year of education) cultivates hope in patriotism while his 

future-oriented cognitions suggest that social organization, cohesion and infrastructures for 

development are possible with credible Haitian leaders, e.g., the president. An excerpt of his 

statement is presented below: 

The only hope I have for this country is to find a good president, and everything will be 

organized. No more political turmoil, injustice, and criminals. I think Haiti is good the 

way it is, because I am living in Haiti, and I am never in trouble. Therefore, I think Haiti 

is good. With good leaders and without public disturbance, Haiti will be great. I also 

think that Haiti will be better in the future: better infrastructure and peace. Personally, I 

do not know how to contribute to the betterment of Haiti. So far, I have not done 

anything for the country. 

Unity, a prerequisite for social problem-solving at a local level. Street children in the 

study explained how unity– collective actions– could be beneficial to the country. Respondent 2 

(age 16, 6 years of education) disclosed: 

I do not care about the country. I do not know the state of the country. All I know is that 

Haiti is where I live. I know the country may be improved sometimes, but I do not know 

when. Lack of unity is the major issues within the Haitian society. If there were more 

unity, there would be fewer problems. My hope for the country is to see the country 

getting better, so everybody gets a better life. 

On the same token, respondent 3 (age 16, 0 education) shared how he can participate in 

any potential collective actions that aim to improve the state of the communities. He reported: 

Unity will save the country. I do not have any specific thing I can add to help the country. 

However, if we work together, I would get involved to do something. For example, 
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sometimes when I sit on the streets, I think and I say if we work together, we could have 

cleaned the streets where we sleep. As you can see, when people drink water, they throw 

all the plastics on the streets and keep the streets dirty. That is why they often say 

“Together we stand” [which is also the credo inscribed in the National Haitian Flag]. 

Lastly, respondent 16 (age 17, 3 years of education) shared his hope for the communities in Haiti 

in the following: 

I do not believe that Haiti will be better. Maybe the country will be better in the 

generation of my great-great-grand-children [sarcastically]. Instead of improving, the 

country is getting more and more destroyed. This country will never be good. Most 

Haitians do not know how to live in unity. I would rather clean one car of foreigners 

instead of cleaning 100 cars of Haitians. Haitians drivers would easily pull out their guns 

as soon as you are approaching their cars. I often tell them "just kill me so that I can leave 

this street life". I have not done anything for the country yet. All I do is cleaning cars. 

In conclusion, the above findings answered all the research questions. The street 

children’s conceptualization of hope is complex and multidimensional– definition, 

characteristics, typology, goals, pathways, agency and resources. Overall, they discussed their 

sources of hope, barriers to hope, and their global hope for the communities in Haiti. The 

findings addressed street children’s personal sense of hope and their global hope. Between the 

personal and global hope, their individuality, existentiality, their sociality and their spirituality 

surfaced as significant constituents of hope, which will be amply discussed in the next chapter. 
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Chapter VI: Discussion 

This chapter presents the discussion of the results from the previous chapter regarding 

street children hope for the future and its constituents. The discussion will address the 

complexity of street children’s conceptualization of hope– definition, characteristics and 

typology–, as well as the conventional or classic constituents of hope that are relevant in the 

understanding of street children’s perception of hope, i.e., their goal-setting routine, pathways, 

agency, [and their quest for resources]– which is an unconventional constituent of hope in the 

study. Furthermore, this discussion will on the one hand address the different conditions, 

situations or factors that are contributing to street children’s hopefulness, and will examine on 

the other hand the two major obstacles that are considered risks to street children’s expression of 

hopefulness. Finally, this discussion will delve into street children’s sense of collective and 

global hope regarding the resource-deprived communities in which they live. 

Conceptualization of Hope 

Hope definition. In the current study, hope is defined as a mode of thinking toward the 

future that is based on a belief of an anticipated benefit from something, someone, luck or a 

higher power in order to confront life-related anxiety and stress. The anticipated benefit is 

understood as probable acquisitions of material resources such as money, clothes, food and 

education, or immaterial resources such as aspirations and social statuses. Hope, as typically 

defined by the street children in the current study, can also be as thin as mere promises, and as 

thick as goal setting. This current definition of hope as conceptualized by the street children is 

different from the dominant definitions of hope in the literature because it is centered on four 

distinct, unique and fundamental characteristics. 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

DISSERTATION 114 

The current definition of hope differs from the most prevalent theoretical definitions in 

the field where on the one hand hope is represented as an individualized state of optimism 

(Hinds, 1984; Miller & Powers, 1988; Stoddard et al., 2011), and on the other hand, hope is 

evidenced as an individualistic trait of a person to develop pathways and agency to meet desired 

goals (Snyder, 2002). Both definitions exclude the possibilities of external inputs (people, 

material and spirits) as loci of control in children and adolescents’ hope. Whereas the definition 

in the above paragraph address external loci of control, and it also encompasses specific core 

characteristics of hope and a typology of hope 

Hope characteristics. First, this current definition of hope is based on the notion of 

dependability. It suggests that the dependence on an outer source plays an important role in the 

development of hope for the future among street children. Several other studies used the notion 

of locus of control to describe the dichotomy outer versus inner drives regarding a person’s 

tendency to rely overly on oneself or others to achieve a specific goal (Norenzayan & Lee, 2010; 

Rotter, 1954; Threlfall et al., 2013). Within this context, dependability suggests an external locus 

of control as the dominant factor of attribution in street children’s perception of hope, which 

explains how their hope is depending upon a specific object, subject, and spiritual/higher power 

or supernatural forces– such as God, luck or fate (Bernado, 2010). 

Second, in the conceptualization of hope, street children focused on the functionality 

characteristic of hope, which is linked to the notion of outcome or role. In terms of functionality, 

street children use hope to safeguard their sense of survival and well-being when facing life-

related anxiety and stressors. The functionality characteristic within the street children’s 

conceptualization of hope supports previous research on protective factors (Luthar, 2003; Luthar 

& Cicchetti, 2000; Rutter, 1987), which indicated that presence of hope positively influences and 
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is able to decrease feelings of anxiety and stress among adolescents (Landau et al., 1998; Gilman 

et al., 2006; Seginer, 2008). Thus, hope– its role, function and outcome– is related to the ability 

for street children to develop future-oriented thoughts and hopeful related attitudes and behaviors 

as protective factors in order to offset life-related anxiety and stressors, which is an expression of 

their resilient character and qualities. 

Third, in the current study, another characteristic of hope is the notion of scalability. The 

notion of scalability denotes that hope is a spectrum. Hope is based on a continuum that varies by 

degree, intensity and intermittency. Such variation in the spectrum of hope depends on three 

major elements: (a) time, (b) events, and (c) resources. The scalability characteristic challenges 

the definition of hope that upholds the argument that an individual can either have low or high 

hope. Once their level of hope is measured, the individuals will be categorized as either high or 

low hope individuals based on their ability to plan and reach goals that are age-appropriate. The 

results from the hope measurements are fixed and absolute (Barnum et al., 1998; Snyder, 2002; 

Snyder et al., 1991; Snyder et al., 1997; Snyder et al., 2003). Conversely, the current study 

findings argued that hope is a spectrum that varies based on time, situations or events, and 

availability of resources. Street children may have low hope today to work toward reaching a 

specific goal in a particular situation. This does not imply that they are low hope individuals. In 

fact, they may simultaneously have high hope to reach another goal in a different situation. In 

addition, they may also have low hope today regarding a particular situation, but tomorrow they 

may experience the highest level of hope in a similarly challenging situation. Based on the 

current findings on hope conceptualization, hope is understood to be situational. It fluctuates in 

size, scale, degree and intensity along a continuum– from point A to Z, and at time-1, time-2 or 

time-3. 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

    

  

  

  

     

    

 

 

DISSERTATION 116 

Lastly, the final characteristic of hope is the notion of directionality. In the current study, 

hope is found to be directional. When expressing hope, individuals tend to stress the directions of 

their interaction with the sources of hope. Such directionality of interactions between sources of 

hope and the individuals reveals the notions of passivity and activity. Therefore, it portrays the 

individuals as either passive or active agents in the process of developing their hope in life. The 

figure below displays the directionality characteristic of hope among street children in the 

current study. 

Figure 2. – Directionality characteristic of hope 

Object/Subject/God 

Street Children   

Gives Hope to 

Place Hope on 

Street Children 

Object/Subject/God 

Passive 

Active 

As passive agents in the process of developing hope, street children tend to present the 

direction of their hope from the outside-in, and they use words corresponding to “school gives 

me hope, God provides me with hope, or someone helps me to have hope”. Whereas, as active 

agents, street children are more likely to perceive their hope from an inside-out model, and they 

tend to use expressions that put “self” at the forefront of the process. For example, they may say, 

“I put my hope on…”, “I place my hope on…”, “I have hope in…”, and “my hope is in…” The 

directionality characteristic of hope among street children demonstrates that the context or 

situations that give street children hope may not forcibly be where street children consciously 

place their hope. For other children, they may refuse to say that they place their hope on money; 

meanwhile, they will easily say how their money and work ethic provide them with hopes daily. 
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This suggests that the notion of directionality is a significant characteristic requiring more 

exploration. 

Hope Typology. Besides the definition and characteristics, the notion of hope also carries 

a typology that is unfamiliar in the extant literature. The typology of hope erects as an innovative 

reference in the current study. It delineates an improved approach in the conceptualization of 

hope. The figure below incorporates all six types of hope. 

Figure 3. - Typology of hope 

Inter-

Objectified 

Hope 

Subjectified 

Hope 

Spiritualized 

Hope 

Existential 

Hope 

Altruistic 

Hope 
generational 

Hope 

 Subject  Spirit  Selflessness  Future 
 Object  Survival 

 Others  Higher power  Altruism generation 
 Materials  Interest in life 

 Self  Natural forces  Others and  Progenies 
 Things  Desires to 

 Person  Supernatural community 
 Something stay alive 

 Someone forces focused 

The innovative conceptualization of hope in the current study suggests that all six types 

of hope are critical to understanding the notions of resources and resilience among at-risk 

individuals, especially because hope is simultaneously resources (Hobfoll, 1989) and protective 

(Luthar, 2003; Luthar & Cicchetti, 2000; Rutter, 1987) and compensatory factors (Erdem & 

Slesnick, 2010; Ungar, 2004; Zimmerman et al., 2013). Whether it is the objectified, subjectified, 

spiritualized, existential, altruistic or inter-generational hope, they fall under Hobfoll’s definition 

of resources. Such definition stipulates that any objects, personal characteristics, conditions, 

energies or assets that are valued and used in the course of life to produce goods and services that 

meet humans’ needs and wants, as well as to protect other resources (Hobfoll, 1989; Hobfoll, 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

  

 

 

    

    

   

   

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

DISSERTATION 118 

2001; McConnell et al., 2011) are considered resources based on the conservation of resources 

theory. 

Consequently, the explicitness of the types of hope is largely discussed throughout the 

study findings in order to provide an overarching picture of street children’s exploratory 

conceptualization of hope. However, the notion of subjectivation or subjectification of hope 

among street children particularly represents a significant contribution to the literature regarding 

studies of hope. Through the process of subjectivation or subjectification (Allen, 2009; Foucault, 

as cited in Dreyfus & Rabinow, 1982; Foucault, as cited in Kritzman, 1988a, 1988b), hope 

becomes subjectified due to the imbalanced power relation between “selfness” and “otherness” 

in the development of hope among street children. The social context and lack of resources in 

Haiti are critical in order to understand the process in which hope is subjectified. The notion of 

inter-subjectivity “self-others/self-world” (Berger & Luckman, 1991) in the creation of identity 

is complex and multidimensional. In addition, such notion in the process of “being” and 

“becoming” a subject is determined by social structures (including social statuses and social 

categories) and power in the Foucaultian sense: 

This form of power applies itself to immediate everyday life which categorizes the 

individual, marks him by his own individuality, attaches him to his own identity, imposes 

a law of truth on him which he must recognize and which others have to recognize in 

him. It is a form of power which makes individuals subjects. There are two meanings of 

the word subject: subject to someone else by control and dependence, and tied to his own 

identity by a conscious self-knowledge. Both meanings suggest a form of power which 

subjugates and makes subject to. (Foucault, as cited in Dreyfus & Rabinow, 1982, p. 212) 
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In this regard, it is evident that street children’s hope for the future is enmeshed with 

otherness regardless of how determined they may be in attempting to explore selfness. Their 

definition of hope, goals-setting routine, pathways, resources, sources of hope, hope-related 

barriers and global hope for the communities, and their altruistic and inter-generational hope are 

all defined and overshadowed by the notion of otherness. 

On the one hand, the notion of subjectified hope highlights that hope is not as 

individualized as it has been discussed in the extant literature for decades (Barnum et al., 1998; 

Snyder, 2002; Snyder et al., 1991; Snyder et al., 1997; Snyder et al., 2003). The subjectified hope 

emerges from the relation self-others. It is considered a social-based approach that places the 

emphasis on the roles of others and relationships in the development of hope among resource-

seeking individuals. At this point, other related concepts such as social capital (Putnam, 2000), 

bondedness and bonded agency (Phạm, 2013) become relevant in order to address the ontology 

of hope, where notions of being, becoming, selfness and otherness are at the nexus of the debate. 

In that respect, subjectified hope is simultaneously hope for self “becoming” (personal 

development) and hope in connections with others “bondedness” (in the altruistic sense or in the 

relation of dependence), which is mediated by power structures in society that commonly 

generates inequalities. 

On the other hand, subjectified hope encompasses both selfness and otherness in the 

cognitive scheme, affective reactions and behavioral patterns of street children regarding their 

future orientation. Furthermore, knowing that subjectified hope through bondedness is influenced 

by societal structures, are street children aware of the contextual conditions of such bondedness? 

Phạm’s arguments (2013) support that individuals are possibly capable of negotiating “their 

conditions of bondedness while envisioning self-fulfillment from within, not beyond, the 
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entanglements of power, sociality, and divinity that shape their existence” (pp. 42-43). 

Therefore, in the context of developing their subjectified hope, are street children capable of 

negotiating their conditions of bondedness? Additionally, are there possibilities to liberate their 

hope and bondedness from the pressure and influence of power structures? In that respect, the 

notion of subjectified hope that emanates from the street children’s conceptualization of hope is 

entrenched with complexity, for many questions are unanswered. However, subjectified hope 

remains a core concept in the current study, and it requires future exploration. 

Street Children’s Goal-setting Routines: A Substantial Element of Hope 

Gratification of basic needs. The street children underlined the satisfaction of their daily 

needs as one of their most important goals. Many studies posited that satisfaction of needs is 

primordial to the development of the individuals (Maslow, 1987) because humans require 

nutriments to grow and function effectively (Deci & Ryan, 2000). In general, the satisfaction of 

the basic physiological and psychological needs is evidenced to positively influence the well-

being of the individuals (Deci & Ryan, as cited in Corr & Matthews, 2009). Unfortunately, street 

children are exposed to a variety of risks (Adamson, 2009; Barker et al., 2014; Cénat & Derivois, 

2015; Embleton et al., 2013; Ferguson & Xie, 2008; Sharma & Joshi, 2013). They undergo loss 

spirals (Hobfoll, 1989) due to systematic unmet needs, which vary from lack of food, water, 

clothing, shelter, to lack of safety. In such context, it is understandable that the street children 

would choose to focus thoroughly on the gratification of their basic needs as their main goals 

because those needs are immediate, essential and tangible. 

Being considered resource-seeking individuals in this study, street children are generally 

involved in a variety of practices (Bernier & Ascensio, 1995; Dolson, 2015; Pietkiewicz-Pareek, 

2012) in order to survive. Street children in the study strived to amass sufficient resources on a 
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daily basis in order to achieve their primary set of goals, which is to satisfy their basic needs in 

the short-term. The street children’s efforts to meet their needs in such a cyclical pattern 

represent a spiral of resource gain to buffer the permanent resource loss that they are 

experiencing. In the study, the street children’s efforts to set goals that are capable to help them 

garner immediate, tangible and essential resources cohered with Hobfoll’s ideas (1989) that 

individuals constantly strive to find, retain, nurture and build resources, and that any perceived or 

actual loss of these resources constitutes a potential threat to them. Consequently, this explains 

how street children also strive to engage in developing resource surpluses in order to offset the 

possibility of future resource loss. As it is evidenced in the conservation of resources theory that 

resource loss is disproportionally more salient than resource gain (Hobfoll, 2001), street children 

tend to invest and save resources in order to protect against resource loss, and recover from 

losses in the future. Saving, spending and gratifying basic needs are three components of the 

cyclical pattern of resource gain in which the street children are involved in order to offset the 

caravans of resource loss that are systematic in their communities. 

Personal development. Street children in the study reported that their personal 

development represents one of their long-term goals. Their personal development entails the 

mere idea of having a better life, leaving the streets, going to school, and becoming “somebody 

or something” tomorrow, which is generally related to their aspiration– professional or personal. 

In their quest for human and social capital, street children set goals– personal development– that 

aim to provide them with both a resourceful and a conventional lifestyle in the future. Such 

lifestyle can generally be obtained through formal socialization processes– family, school, 

institutional and community-based social relationships (Berger & Luckman, 1991), which street 

children vastly lack. However, this does not limit their ability to set goals for personal 
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development that would allow them to reach such conventional and resourceful lifestyles despite 

the absence of formal socialization entities. Previous studies supported the arguments that social 

and human capital are important to the personal development of children, and they have a 

positive influence on the rates of juvenile delinquency, school dropout and child maltreatment 

(Johnson, 1999; Putnam, 2000). Another study demonstrated that human, financial and social 

capital can have a positive impact on children’s school academic outcomes (Ferguson, 2006), 

and are also considered as determining factors to measure the differences between street-working 

children and non-working children (Ferguson, 2005). Therefore, when street children in the 

study focus on the acquisition of social, human and financial capital via their goals for personal 

development, they aim in the right direction. 

Across disciplines, the concept of financial capability reveals its importance in increasing 

the chance for asset accumulation for children (Huang, Nam, Sherraden, & Clancy, 2015) as it is 

positively associated with any form of financial education (Xiao & O'Neill, 2016), as well as 

with financial satisfaction (Xiao et al., 2014). Other studies found a relationship between 

financial knowledge and the tendency to maintain emergency funds (Hilgert et al., 2003), and an 

increase in student’s self-efficacy and saving rates (Danes et al., 1999). Although respondent 18 

(age 14, 2 years of education) did not mention taking any form of financial education classes, he 

demonstrates a level of perceived financial capability (Xiao & O'Neill, 2016) that allows him to 

set personal development goals related to financial behaviors such as saving for personal use and 

for an emergency. Such behaviors are an expression of street children’s self-efficacy (Bandura, 

1982), which is an underlined concept that is linked to hopefulness (Snyder, 2002, Snyder et al., 

1991; Snyder et al., 1997), resource conservation behaviors (Hobfoll, 1989), and resilience 

(McCoy & Bowen, 2014). 
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In order to understand the street children’s ideas of personal development related goals in 

the Haitian context, two ontological scenarios are relevant in the discussion. First, the notion of 

“becoming somebody tomorrow” or “becoming a citizen” in Haiti is one the most popular and 

the most dignified statements, which often motivate a person to strive to climb the ladder of 

human capital. Such a ladder is made of “savoir-être” (how to be), “savoir-faire” (how to do), 

and “savoir-vivre” (how to live). If one does not achieve any specific academic or professional 

milestones, one may be exposed to the risks of not being perceived as a citizen in Haiti. 

Regardless of its legal connotation, becoming a citizen in Haiti is also strongly related to 

someone’s socioeconomic statuses – high, moderate or low. “Becoming somebody” is also 

entrenched within the realm of individual aspirations, which often can be materialized through 

education. Without proper resources, those aspirations may become a series of hope without 

objects (an-objectal hope), hope without plans (plan-less hope) and hope without resources 

(resource-less hope). Such manifest social and cultural rules guide the street children’s 

determination to set goals that aim to foment their personal development to become somebody or 

to become a citizen even though they lack all access to resources in addition to their difficulties 

to use many forms of resources properly. In such respect, street children may be able to 

demonstrate their agentic capabilities to mentally define and structure hopeful thoughts for their 

future, but those thoughts are more likely to remain idealistic and incompatible to the 

environmental context and lifestyles in which the street children are involved on a daily basis 

due to lack of resources. Thus, the pathways that are required to lead the street children toward 

the set goals and to strengthen their hope for the future may become elusive or wholly inexistent. 

Second, in Haiti, the notions of “living in society (viv nan lasosyete),” “going to society 

(ale nan lasosyete),” or “being ashamed in society (pran wont nan lasosyete)” represent a 
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combination of human and social capital acquisitions. Family education lessons in Haiti are 

strictly based on established oral principles to guide children on how to be in society.  

Consequently, how to be when going to society represents the core of the socialization process in 

Haiti as if society were a physical place (a room, a milieu, an area or a location). Those oral 

principles are taught as crucial elements in the socialization process of Haitian children who are 

raised with (in) a particular family system. Therefore, the lack of family presence and overloaded 

experiences of poverty of street children may impinge into their socialization process, which may 

prevent them from embodying significant human and social capital that are capable of helping 

them reach their set of goals. 

For example, one of the street children’s specific quotes fully illustrated the notions of 

“becoming somebody” and “being ashamed in society” in Haiti. Respondent 22 (age 15, 6 years 

of education) stated: 

In all those hopes, I truly prefer the type of hope of becoming somebody in life. I would 

like to make my family proud, which means I do not want to make my family ashamed so 

that everybody in society sees that what I learned was not in vain. My mother has told me 

directly that she has big faith and hope in me that I will not make her feel ashamed, and I 

will become somebody tomorrow. 

Accordingly, taking into account the importance of family presence and parental 

involvement, a recent study showed that parental support has a positive effect on children’s 

academic progress, for it increases the likelihood for children to be in the correct academic grade 

for their age (Ferguson, 2006).  As street children in general lack contact with the most 

significant institutions of socialization– their family–, the likelihood for them to benefit from the 

positive outcomes of social and human capital is greatly reduced. Furthermore, the street 
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children in the current study have been living on the street for an average of 6 years. They have 

completed 2.8 years of schooling on average, and their average age is 14.9. Therefore, they are 

already in the incorrect academic grade for their age. It becomes evident that the likelihood for 

the street children to climb the academic ladder in order to achieve their personal development 

related goals and to “become somebody tomorrow” as they stated it is also reduced.  

God’s plan. The street children emphasized that their goals largely depend on God’s 

involvement. In this context, the street children revealed how spirituality and religiosity engulf 

their decision-making regarding their goal-setting ability. In each component of street children’s 

hope, they stressed God as one of the fundamental constituents. In the extant literature, studies 

argued that spirituality represents a significant factor in the development of children’s resiliency 

because the belief in God often helps in the process of facing adversity and hardships (Gunnestad 

& Thwala, 2011). In other words, God represents the highest source of resilience (Dillen, 2012) 

for children and adults. Concurring with the street children’s statements regarding their drives to 

rely on their own spirituality and religiosity to set goals, findings from other studies underscored 

that the source of the creative force that influences a person to grow from survival to hopefulness 

or self-actualization (Richardson, 2002) may, in fact, be spiritual (Dillen, 2012). Thus, such force 

or energy may be called Geist, Chi, Spirit, Quanta, God (Richardson, 2002), or even “Bondye” 

(The Good God) in the context of the street children in Haiti. 

In this regard, the street children admittedly lack agency, so they relay the control of 

their long-term goals to God. Evidently, their well-being, course of actions and future are 

determined by God. Therefore, while living on the streets, any possible sign of achievement– 

chances of having a hot lunch or earning 100 Gourdes for the day– may be perceived as a gift, 

benediction or grace from God, but rarely being perceived as the results of their laborious 
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actions. However, the least sign of failure– an altercation with the police or an unproductive 

day– may be seen as a punishment from God. At the spiritual level, the street children revealed 

that their being, willpower and progress toward setting goals are confined between these two 

opposite possibilities– it is either grace or punishment. Knowing indubitably the positive effect 

of spirituality and religion on children’s development as documented in the literature (Gunnestad 

& Thwala, 2011; Pargament & Cummings, as cited in Reich et al., 2010; Wright & Masten, as 

cited in Goldstein & Brooks, 2005), street children in the current study showed nonetheless that 

spirituality and religion impede their sense of agency regarding their goal-setting ability for the 

long-term. 

Nurturing and valuing survival (staying alive). The notion of survival is a complexed 

twofold concept. First, the street children in the study referred to the notion of survival as the set 

of necessary practices that allow them to subsist under adverse circumstances such as accessing 

critical resources to meet their basic needs. Second, for the street children in the study, survival 

is also the mere desire to remain alive as a prerequisite for their physical presence on earth in 

case life offers unpredictable advantages in the future. The latter description denotes the 

characteristics of the existential hope, through which street children in the study considered 

existing (existence) as a sufficient condition for them to be able to hope. In the cases where street 

children are neither able to mentally define tangible life goals nor able to present God as the 

creative force to set their life goals, they use their mere existence (staying alive) as the gateway 

to possible hope for the future (Hobfoll et al., as cited Jacoby and Keinan, 2003). After all, when 

one is living a life that is constantly threatened by death, staying alive may become the ultimate 

and the most important long-term goal and hope. 
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In such context, hope is deemed to be intertwined with existence, and that street 

children’s existence by its very nature inspires hope, which in other word is considered as 

existential hope. The notion of existential hope in the study includes four interrelated 

components, which are survival, interest in life, existential meaning, and hope. Those four 

components were addressed in other studies to explain how individuals’ survival skills and 

practices constitute one of their resilient characteristics (Awad, 2002; Malindi & Linda, 2010) in 

order to navigate competently their environment. Likewise, interest in life is capable of elevating 

individuals’ existential meaning (Kunzendorf & Buker, 2008), and that their interest in life can 

also decrease possibilities for clinical depression (Nair et al., 1999; Reuter et al., 2004) even 

when actual hope is not yet present. Whereas, alternatively, when hope is actually present, 

suicidal risks are more likely to decrease (Beck & Weishaar, 1990; Conner et al., 2001). In such 

case, having interest in life precedes hope. One must have interest in life in order to establish 

their existential meaning, and hope may therefore emerge in the process. 

Consequently, street children expressed their level of interest in life in the sense of a 

desire to stay alive while expecting possible benefits that life may bring. As street children in the 

study directly linked “existing” to “hopefulness” in the form of existential hope, the popular 

phrase “better off alive than dead” suddenly becomes relevant in the conversation regarding the 

ontology of hope. This perspective of “better off alive than dead” among street children in the 

study largely stems from the Haitian culture through two fundamental aphorisms, which are 

“depi tèt pa koupe, espere met chapo” and “pito nou lèd, nou la”. Both aphoristic statements can 

be respectively translated into English as “as long as one’s head is not chopped off, one must 

hope to wear a hat one day”, and “rather be ugly, and we exist”. The Haitian population 

generally refers to those two fundamental aphorisms in order to express their existential hope– 
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survival, interest in life, existential meaning and hope– in situations of despair and adversity, and 

whenever they are confronted with extreme lack of resources and life-related stress. Therefore, 

the character of the street children’s hope in the study is imbibed with existentiality when taking 

into consideration that their personal goals are based on the mere fact of existing (survival, 

interest in life and existential meaning). As discussed and interpreted, such existentiality is 

socially supported by collective interactions and dominant discourses within the culture through 

which the street children are evolving daily. 

Overall, the street children’s goals setting routines combined the fundamental aspects of 

their bio-psychosocial and spiritual development (Ashford & LeCroy, 2010; Santrock, 2013). 

Despite lack of access to resources that negatively affects their development, street children in 

the study showed that they are capable of aiming for integral development at a bio-psychosocial 

and spiritual level through their goal-setting ideas and routines. A synopsis of the street 

children’s goal-setting routines can be graphically represented below: 

Figure 4. - Street children’s bio-psychosocial and spiritual 

Survival Basic needs 

Gratification 
God’s involvement 

Personal 

Development 

Capital 
Existential Essential Spiritual 

Financial 

Human 
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In Haiti, street children’s goal-setting ideas and routines are aligned with the core 

philosophical and ideological principles– existentialism, essentialism, capitalism and 

spiritualism– regarding human nature, culture and social structure, which simultaneously 

embrace many aspects of their bio-psychosocial and spiritual development. In the study overall, 

street children greatly focused on their basic and physiological needs and survival (biological), 

personal development (psychosocial) and spirituality (spiritual) as set goals in order to build the 

foundation of their hope for the future, and to enrich their quality of life. 

Street Children’s Pathways toward achieving Goals 

Schooling. In a country where nearly 500,000 children and adolescents who are between 

the ages of 5 and 18 years old have no access to school (Le Nouvelliste, 2017), street children in 

the study showed determination in developing plans that they perceive as necessary in order to 

have access to school. However, despite the street children’s pathways and level of agency 

toward reaching their goals of personal development through the idea of school access, they 

presumably do not take into consideration and discuss the additional resources needed for (1) 

academic engagement, (2) student retention, and (3) academic success. At this point, are the 

street children being merely fascinated by the idea of attending school? Are they fully aware of 

the obstacles within the Haitian school system that may hinder their academic engagement, 

retention and achievement? In addition to the fact that 80 to 91% of schools in Haiti are private 

(Hoffman, 2015; Le Nouvelliste, 2007) and costly, street children in the study are on average 15 

years old, and 88% of them have only completed between 1 and 6 years of schooling, whereas 

the other 12% have never been in school. This showed on the one hand that street children will 

face major financial obstacles to access and remain in school due to the private status of the 

majority of schools in Haiti, and on the other hand they already experienced major delays for the 
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traditional and formal education system in Haiti based on the age per grade-level ratios. 

Therefore, what are the street children’s most plausible alternatives? Many other studies valued 

the non-formal education as one of the most relevant options for street children (Ahmed et al., 

2002; Attanasio et al., 2011; Card et al., 2011; Jacob et al., 2004; Morton & Montgomery, 2012; 

Slesnick et al., 2009; Thompson, 2001; Zutshi, 2001; Zutshi, 2004) in order to address their 

unique academic and vocational needs. However, the effectiveness of the non-formal education 

programs for street children in developing countries is revealed problematic due to the lack of 

methodological rigor that was identified in the existing studies (Shephard, 2014). At this point, 

the proverbial statement that instructs, “where there is a will, there is a way” is not meant for 

street children in resource-constrained countries, particularly those of Haiti. Evidently, such 

proverbial statement does not reflect the street children’s reality in their efforts to create 

pathways and develop agency (will) to meet their goals of personal development through access 

to school, in a situation where resources (way) are scarce. In other words, the street children in 

the study may have all the required willingness and willpower, but they may never find the way 

to access or remain in school without adequate resources. 

Social support. Street children underlined their reliance on others (others include 

passersby, shoppers, drivers, saleswomen/men, church out-reach agents, organizations, non-

descript persons, and rarely other street children) as one of the pathways they often utilize to 

achieve a specific goal. Their reliance on others represents one of the core characteristics of their 

situational dependability, which generally emanates from the social support that is being 

provided to them on the streets either sporadically or consistently. Theoretically, social support is 

defined as any interactions that originate from social relationships, aiming to provide caring and 

adequate assistance to the individuals in times of need (Norris et al., 2008). 
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Evidently, when street children’s self-reliance is limited, they define alternate routes that 

aim to facilitate them in achieving their goals. This explains why street children’s pathways are 

strongly based on the contribution of others, which provides them with the necessary support that 

is needed to accomplish specific goals. Due to the limitation of their self-reliance and willpower, 

the street children’s agency thinking and agency behaviors also become insubstantial. Thus, the 

observed gaps between the street children’s ability to set specific pathways and the weakness of 

their agency thinking and behaviors are supported by the findings of a recent study. The study 

results projected the idea that the ability to perceive routes (pathways) to achieve specific goals 

may be more important to an adolescent who is between the age of 13 and 17 than the ability to 

maintain the motivation (agency) to achieve such goals (Venning at al., 2009). While another 

study found that children and youth believed that social support from their families is the 

foundation for their sense of purpose and for future goal setting drives (Moran et al., 2012), 

street children in the current study largely differ. They evidently do not rely on the social support 

from their families as the foundation for their goal setting routine. In fact, as to their goals and 

pathways, they mainly focus on perceived and actual social support they may receive on the 

streets from others since they have limited contact with their families. 

God. Not only do street children in the study rely on God to define their goals, but they 

also believe that God will create pathways so they can meet those goals. Street children’s faith 

plays an important role in the construction of their hope for the future– goals and pathways. 

Similar to other studies, religiosity and spirituality are also found to be crucial in the positive 

development of youth. Specifically, Marques and her colleagues (2013) found that hope, 

religiosity and spirituality are significantly correlated to adolescent’s life satisfaction. Chiu, 

Emblen, Van Hofwegen, Sawatzky, & Meyerhoff (2004) demonstrated that spirituality has a 
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positive impact on individuals’ ability to cope with life stressors. Therefore, it may not be 

atypical that street children in the study have recourse to their spirituality for the construction of 

their hope in order to develop a sense of life satisfaction, to cope with life stressors, and to 

establish expectations of future achievements. 

Survival.  Many studies examined the survival practices of street children around the 

world (Bernier & Ascensio, 1995; Dolson, 2015; Pietkiewicz-Pareek, 2012). However, there is a 

lack of evidence in the literature to support that survival is considered one of street children’s 

pathways to reach their life goals upon which they are strongly relying. Not only street children 

in the study discussed their survival as one of their main goals, but they also underlined their 

survival as a pathway to reach their future goals. In simpler words, their most elementary goal is 

to stay alive and avoid death. Then, once being alive, they must remain alive (crucial pathways) 

in order to strive to meet other goals. 

Similar to the importance of the concept of God in street children’s world, the notion of 

survival is also crucial in the life of street children. In order to stay alive, street children must 

overcome a caravan of risks, problems, stresses and adversity during their life course– health, 

sexual and death risks (Cénat & Derivois, 2015; Kombarakaran, 2004; Kovats-Bernat, 2000; 

Lockhart, 2008). Street children through their resilient qualities develop behaviors and practices 

(Malindi & Linda, 2010) to competently navigate the environment and maintain their survival. 

Aligning with Johnson’s (2009) ideas of resilience characteristics, street children in the study are 

exposed to high magnitude stressors due to the existing risks they encounter in the streets 

regularly. They respond to the stressors by adjusting their behaviors and creating pathways that 

lead to survival in order to function daily, which creates a baseline for their hope for the future. 

Such idea of hope for the future can in return serve as promotive, compensatory and protective 
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factors (Erdem & Slesnick, 2010; Ungar, 2004; Zimmerman et al., 2013) to buffer the negative 

effects of future stressors. Other studies in the extant literature considered additional factors 

(Dang, 2014; Kim & Esquivel, 2011; Malindi, 2012), including hope (Ong et al., 2006), as 

predictors of youth resilience. However, in the current study, street children showed that hope is 

not only a predictor of their resilience and survival, but it also appears as the outcome of their 

resilient survival. In that respect, the street children in the study operate from a circular model 

and logic for survival which goes as follows: while facing daily life-threatening situations, they 

must stay alive in order to have hope (outcome) for the future and achieve their goals. In the 

meantime, they can also use their hope for the future (predictor) to guide their resilient behaviors 

and practices to cope with the risks in order to stay alive.” 

Overall, as both predictor and outcome, street children’s hope in the study illuminates 

their sense of personal agency when it comes to staying alive, and when it comes to using their 

idea of survival as pathways to reach their goals. The display of personal agency that emanates 

from the binary “survival-hope” among street children goes far beyond the street universe. 

Actually, the display of street children’s personal agency in the process of survival becomes 

objectified as soon as a child chooses to avoid the abuse and neglect from either home or the 

pseudo-foster care system (restavèk system) in Haiti, and decides to live, work and establish their 

survival niche and networks on the streets (Hoffman, 2015). 

Street Children’s Access to Resources 

In general, street children strive to survive through the usage, retention, nurturing and 

production of resources (Hobfoll, 1989). They develop a set of behaviors to cope with the 

resource loss through their daily activities while holding onto their hopeful motives (Snyder et 

al., 1991) and thoughts while developing actions toward achieving their goals. In general, 
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resource can be defined as objects, personal characteristics, conditions, energies or assets that are 

valued and used in the course of life to produce goods and services that meet humans’ needs and 

wants, as well as to protect other resources (Hobfoll, 1989; Hobfoll, 2001; McConnell at al., 

2011). Regardless of all those types of resources, street children in the study only highlighted 

two types of resources they access and use on the streets. First, they admitted that the support 

they received from external sources represents their main access to resources. Second, they 

stressed that their earned money from their daily routines as a type of resources to which they 

have access in order to progress toward achieving their goals. However, another group of street 

children stated that they lack complete access to resources in the streets. 

External Resources. Street children in the study use a pool of resources that are based 

on external support (individuals, groups, organizations and communities) in order to counteract 

the caravan of risks, and to consolidate, protect and enrich their resource reservoirs (Hobfoll, 

2010). In this regard, social support and networks are significant in street children’s lives in 

order to have access or to accumulate resources. Although these supports are sporadic and 

unstructured, they play an important role in the development of street children’s hope for the 

future. In an organized system, these social support and networks could have become a practical 

foundation of social capital that, according to Seiling (2006), is crucial in creating resource 

caravan passageways for social and economic exchanges in order to help individuals cope with 

stress, strains and crisis on a daily basis and in time of great adversity. Therefore, these 

organized resource caravans– social support and social capital– could have positively affected 

the quality of life of street children in Haiti. 

However, street children have been offered a variety of choices that seemed ambiguous to 

determine if they are considered resources or risks. The inherent ambiguity of each request 
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creates possibilities to question and assess the parameters of street children’s safety during their 

interactions with individuals who make unclear propositions in the name of social support or 

assistance. Due to street children’s vulnerabilities and desires for basic needs gratification, they 

may be susceptible to be lured into participating in situations that appear to be an opportunity to 

access resources while those situations may be in reality hazardous. Taking into consideration 

the magnitude of risks– sexual abuse, forced labor or murder– to which street children 

worldwide are being exposed (Gaetz et al., 2013; Ferguson et al., 2011; Fielding & Forchuk, 

2013; Kirst et al., 2011;  Kombarakaran, 2004; Lockhart, 2008; NCH, 2008; Quilgars, et al., 

2008; UNICEF, 2006; U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of International Labor Affairs, 2009), 

street children in the current study are in particular exposed to trafficking, exploitation, sexual 

assault or murder because their availability and vulnerability allow them to receive many types 

of questionable solicitations from adults. Therefore, the social support and assistance that street 

children are receiving sporadically from external sources can be as much beneficial as hazardous 

to their well-being. 

Work ethic. Other street children strongly relied on their work ethic, and they perceived 

their daily earning as their main resources on the streets. As the conservation of resources (COR) 

theory stipulates that individuals strive to retain, protect, nurture and build resources (Hobfoll, 

1989), street children in the study demonstrated their ability and motivation to seek resources 

daily in order to reach their goals. They largely rely on their work ethic to earn money on the 

streets. Their behaviors in regard to seeking and obtaining resources on a daily basis constitute 

the framework of their living conditions through which they develop a sense of mastery, learned 

resourcefulness (Hobfoll, 1989), self-efficacy, locus of control (Freund & Riediger, 2001; 

Halbesleben et al., 2014), and hope (Bolland, 2003). Slightly similar to Theron and Malindi’s 
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idea that street youth are asset-rich within themselves (2010), this aspect of the study creates an 

improved understanding that street children are resource-seeking individuals. They are using 

their personal agency to acquire resources day and night in order to meet their basic needs, 

sharpen their personal development and aspirations, and fuel their hope for the future. 

Lack of access to resources. Street children in the study discussed their difficulty 

accessing resources in their community. Considering all the risks and resource loss that 

communities in Haiti have been exposed to over the years– poverty, natural or man-made 

disasters–, street children are among the most vulnerable population in Haiti. Due to limited 

resources in the country, they find themselves at very young age competing for resources with 

the rest of the population. It is evident that street children undergo loss spirals (Hobfoll, 1989) 

due to the accumulation of systematic resource loss– actual or perceived threat of resource loss 

on a daily basis, which varies from lack of food, safety, justice to lack of education. 

Additionally, the resource loss is often related to environmental circumstances, such as disasters, 

extreme poverty, crisis, family breakdown or daily hazards (Alvaro et al., 2010; Zamani et al., 

2006). Those loss spirals in which street children are entrapped are considered risk caravans, 

which constitute a potential threat, and often lead to having cumulative adverse effects (Layne et 

al., 2014) on the development of street children. 

The lack of access to resources limits the street children’s capabilities to hope for a better 

future and to reach their goals. In the study, the street children openly discussed their goals (what 

they want), and their pathways (how they will get it) to reach those goals while displaying their 

sense of agency (how they will be motivated) which, according to Snyder, Thompson, Shorey 

and Heinze (as cited in Jacoby and Keinan, 2003), are the three basic components of hope. 

However, one missing component is not found in Snyder’s hope theoretical framework, which is 
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the resources component. Based on the above findings, this study showed that without resources, 

street children may have goals, pathways and agency in abundance, but they may not be able to 

reach those goals. This would provoke the emergence of a false sense of hope, an unrealistic 

hope, and a resource-less hope in their worldview, which would encompass their cognitions, and 

emotions and behaviors. 

Hope, as defined by Snyder, is largely based on a Western perspective that presumes that 

existing resources are available and accessible to individuals in resource-commodifying 

countries, and that their level of hope is determined by their ability to set goals, create pathways 

and develop agency in order to reach those goals. However, in resource-constrained societies, 

such as Haiti, resources are scarce. Therefore, goals, pathways and agency are not sufficient 

conditions to determine street children’s level of hope without addressing the importance of 

resources– availability, accessibility and equity. Street children in the study disclosed that 

external support and their work ethic are the only resources to which they have access. In this 

regard, attempting to define their hope for the future through an individual-centered lens when 

they clearly lack the object, condition, personal, and energy resources (Hobfoll, 1989; Hobfoll, 

2001) to achieve the set goals bears cultural and ideological biases.  

In sum, as cited in Jacoby and Keinan (2003) in the extant literature, Snyder and 

colleagues strongly argued a one-level approach that is individual and goal-oriented, which 

focuses on assessing whether individuals have high or low hope. Whereas Hobfoll discussed the 

possibility for a two-level approach, which goes beyond the individual-centered approach by 

suggesting that individuals who lack resources often rely on an existential hope (which 

encompasses spirituality and religiosity) in order to sustain themselves and survive through 

difficult times. However, in the current study, street children’s overall perception of hope 
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exceeds both Snyder’s individual-centered and Hobfoll’s existential approaches with a complex 

four-level approach. First, the study includes a social-based approach to the notion of hope in 

addition to Hobfoll and Snyder’s positions. The social-based approach refers to how street 

children rely on external resources and social support from individuals, groups, organizations 

and communities in order to have a better hope for the future. Second, in contrast to Hobfoll, the 

existential approach in the current study does not involve the presence of spirituality and 

religiosity. It only involves the street children’s ability to exist and survive– interest in life and 

existential meaning–, which is the purest existential form of hope. The existential hope is often 

being misconstrued to be the spiritual-based hope because, in similarity, both become relevant in 

situations where individuals experience lack of resources. In that respect, in time of penury, 

resource-seeking individuals often have recourse to their existential meaning and survival desires 

(existential hope) or a higher power (spiritual-based hope) in order to generate hope for their 

future. For street children with extreme lack of resources, existing (existence and survival) is 

considered as a sufficient condition for them to be able to hope. Therefore, what Hobfoll argued 

and defined as existential hope– higher power, spirituality and religiosity–, is what emerged in 

the study as the spiritual-based hope, where street children rely on God to provide them hope in 

life. Consequently, it is evidenced in the current study that street children utilized all four levels 

of hope simultaneously on a regular basis. Below is the graphic representation of all four levels 

of hope: 
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Figure 5. – The four interrelated levels of hope 

Spiritual approach 

God 

Social-based approach “Bondye” 

External resources, social 

Individual approach support & networks 

Needs gratification, personal 

Existential approach 
development & work ethic 

Existence & survival 

The gap between individual-centered and existential hope (as identified by Hobfoll), 

which is realistically the gap between individual-centered and spiritual-based hope in the current 

study, is intermediated by a social-based hope (external resources/social support: individuals, 

groups, organizations and communities). When street children in the study lack resources and 

inner locus of control during a particular life event in order to reach a set of goals (individual-

centered approach of hope), they generally transition to the community networks, social support 

and external resources (social-based approach of hope) before they have recourse to the higher 

power (spiritual-based approach of hope). In street children’s context, the higher force represents 

the ultimate option in the process of developing hope for the future in a poverty context– extreme 

lack of resources.  
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Street Children’s Sources of Hope 

Street children’s sources of hope for the future in Haiti are based on the opportunities to 

work and earn money, the idea of schooling, and the benedictions of God. These situations or 

conditions contribute to street children’s hopefulness on a daily basis. 

Street children place their hope on their work and earned money. Understanding 

how street children capitalize on their work and their earned money is crucial for this study. 

Street children’s work ethic and effort to earn money constitute an integral aspect of their life. 

They rely on their work ethic and earned money as pathways to reach their goals for personal 

development and basic needs gratification. They also rely on their work ethic and earned money 

as one of the few resources to which they have access while on the streets. In addition to that, 

their work and earned money represent their main source of hope for the future. 

Street children in Haiti are aware of the value of work at an early age. Without additional 

resources, street children create opportunities for work. They use objects, people and situations 

as resources in order to create conditions that may generate work and money; and in return, their 

earned money will instill them hope in life. This context explains how street children express 

their learned resourcefulness in order to cope with difficult life situations (Eroglu, Akbaba, 

Adigüzel, & Peker, 2014) even though they have limited access to resources. Their behaviors are 

overall an expression of self-efficacy (Bandura, 1982), which is an underlined concept that 

reinforced hopefulness (Snyder, 2002, Snyder et al., 1991; Snyder et al., 1997), and resilience 

(McCoy & Bowen, 2014). 

As previously discussed, street children are fully aware of how their work and earned 

money are able to help them plan to meet their most concrete needs in practical ways– hurricane 

preparedness, basic needs or healthcare. Therefore, being able to plan for future life-related 
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adversity and shortcomings creates an atmosphere of hope for the future in their life. However, 

while knowing that their work and earned money provide them hope for the future, any situation 

(remedial, restorative or punitive) that may come in the way to stop their routine of earning 

money and cash flow is seen as a limitation to their hope for the future. Even though the service 

provision in shelters may positively influence homeless youth life (Slesnick et al., 2009), street 

children in the study see their eligibility to shelters or centers as a hindrance to their habitual 

processes of earning money. Hence, a barrier to hope for the future regarding their perception on 

how they work and earn money on the streets. A few important questions arise from this 

paradox: Does the idea or the fact of going to centers for service provision generate more hope 

for the future to the street children in Haiti than working on the streets? What does explain that 

street children in Haiti tend to escape from the centers after being admitted? How to incorporate 

monetary-generated activities in the centers in order to balance the perception of street children 

regarding their hope for the future? While they are in the centers, how to shift their hope for the 

future from centralizing on access to money to other significant objects, assets or 

accomplishments? 

The idea of school provides hope to street children. Besides their work and earned 

money, street children believe that having the chance to go to school provides them hope for the 

future. With the idea that attending school will make their life better, street children believe that 

attending school can instill them hope. Thus, schooling is deemed a source of hope to the street 

children in Haiti. Based on the street children’s story, it exists a hypothetical association between 

schooling and hope for the future. In the extant literature, studies show that youth who have 

greater hope for their future also have better academic achievements and higher grades than 

those with lower hope (Snyder et al., 2002). Whereas, youth with lower hope for the future also 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

  

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

DISSERTATION 142 

have a lower career, and school or occupational aspirations (Cook et al., 1996; Mello, 2009). 

Those findings corroborate the street children’s perception of their hope as it is linked to their 

desire for high career, school expectations and professional aspirations even without access to 

resources. 

Street children place their hope on God. Faith, trust in God, religiosity and spirituality 

represent the locus of street children’s relation with a higher being to provide them hope in life. 

In that respect, God is one of the sources of hope for street children in the study. According to 

Fadardi and Azadi (2017), the act of trusting God brings inner peace and confidence to the 

believer. Youth reliance on God for their hope is a familiar attitude across cultures. Other studies 

showed similar findings related to the importance of God, religion and spirituality on the 

individual’s well-being and quality of life. Religion and spirituality are shown to have a positive 

effect on patients who are dealing with cancer (Mickley et al., 1992), depression and substance 

abuse (Bussing & Mundle, 2009), emotional stress and physical discomfort (Bender, 2008), and 

trust-in-God is also found to be positively associated with youth’s positive affect and feelings of 

hope (Fadardi & Azadi, 2017). 

Overall, these findings reinforced the understanding that individuals with greater faith 

and trust in God develop strong attitudes and qualities such as patience, confidence, assurance 

and optimism (Fadardi & Azadi, 2017). This also reflects the life context of street children in 

Haiti. They greatly rely on God for their hope for the future, and show patience and assurance in 

God for a better tomorrow. However, as street children discussed that trust-in-God is significant 

to their emotional state and hope in life, Fadardi and Azadi (2017) found that trust-in-God is also 

more likely to decrease a person’s reliance on materials and social resources in order to attain 

their goals. Therefore, despite street children’s trust-in-God increases their hope in life, it may 
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also negatively influence their level of agency to set specific long-term goals and create 

pathways to pursue and achieve those goals. In addition to experiencing scarce resources, in 

order for street children to meet their goals and materialize their hope for the future, one may 

agree that street children have limited choice, but to rely on God. Thus, such overextended 

reliance may diminish the level of agency needed in order to achieve their goals regardless of 

their level of optimism, patience and positive emotional state. 

Street Children’s Barriers to Hope for the Future 

Being on the streets and exposed to all the related risks represent a major barrier to street 

children’s hope for the future. In addition, this study suggests that police brutality is considered a 

hindrance to street children’s hope for the future. Although risks can be considered as an 

impediment to the expression of hopefulness among street children, hope in many situations 

remains steady regardless of the severity of the adversity or hazards to which street children are 

exposed. 

Being vulnerable in the streets (risks factors in the streets). Living and working on the 

streets represent a caravan of risks (Layne et al., 2014) for children and youth in Haiti. Not only 

they are exposed to resource loss, but they also experienced a myriad of risk factors, stresses and 

adversities that significantly affect their well-being, personal development and hope for the 

future. Among other many risks, the street children explained how living in the streets in itself 

increase their vulnerabilities, and how the risks associated with living in the streets are 

considered a barrier to their hope for the future. 

Police brutality. Besides their presence on the streets that constitute an agglomerate of 

risks, cause them to be more vulnerable and impede their hope, street children also identified 

police brutality among the situations that hamper the development of their hope for the future. 
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Many studies explored how street children often experienced poor treatment– harassment, abuse, 

brutality and detention– from police officers all around the globe (Jackson, 2012; Kombarakaran, 

2004; Kovats-Bernat, 2000; Lugalla & Mbwambo, 1999). 

When taking into consideration the severity of the risks associated– police brutality and 

other adversities– with living and working on the streets of Port-au-Prince, the notion of hope for 

street-dwelling youth is threatened. Per the theoretical literature, this highlights the notion of 

resilience, which capitalizes on both risks and protective factors in order to depict the reality of 

life stressors or vulnerabilities of the individuals that are confronted with existing resources to 

buffer the impact of the potential threats in the context of adversity (Maluccio, 2002). Such 

polarity is understood as the pathogenic and salutogenic models (Ungar, 2004; Sun & Stewart, 

2007). On one side, the pathogenic model inherently considers the aspects related to the risks 

factors, and highlights the likelihood for future problems, pathologies or threats to the 

development of the individuals, especially to their hope for the future (Ungar, 2004). Conversely, 

the salutogenic model is related to the protective factors, which would generally stimulate 

healthy functioning and well-being of the individuals regardless the presence or absence of risks 

or health hazards (Ungar, 2004; Sun & Stewart, 2007). 

Although the resilience theory encompasses both the pathogenic and the salutogenic 

models, street children in the study are localized in the pathogenic model in regard to their hope-

related barriers, which are based on the aforementioned risks– street-related adversities and 

police brutality. Besides the systematic resource loss (Hobfoll, 1989, 2001), street children in the 

study face these two categories of risks that impede their capability to experience hope– express 

hopeful thoughts and display future-oriented behaviors. In that regard, those risks are considered 

a deterrent to the street children’s resilient character because hope as a construct is considered a 
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fundamental element of resilience (McCoy & Bowen, 2014), especially when it is shown in the 

current study that hope can be both a predictor and an outcome of resilience. Therefore, the 

prevalence and severity of police brutality and street-related adversities that those street children 

are experiencing not only reinforce their handicap to be future-oriented, but they also negate 

their human’s rights. 

Overall, street children experience high magnitude of stressors due to those risks. In fact, 

the street children are entangled in a spiral of loss, which is constituted of risks. On the one hand, 

they were exposed to a variety of risks at home, which led them to the streets. On the other hand, 

once being on the streets, they are susceptible to street-related risks and adversities that will 

negatively affect their development, and thwart their sense of hope. Similar to other studies that 

explored all the risks– health, sexual, substance use, victimization, abuse and neglect, academic, 

and weather-related risks– to which street children are generally exposed (Barker et al., 2014; 

Cénat & Derivois, 2015; Colgan et al., 2000; Sharma & Joshi, 2013), street children in the study 

particularly have also experienced severe exposure to risks. They precisely assimilated those 

risks to barriers that restrict them from hopefulness, future thought, hope cognitions, and 

hopeful-based behaviors. Taking into consideration that hope among adolescents is associated 

with positive outcomes– self-worth, life satisfaction, academic achievement and less 

externalizing behaviors (Adelabu, 2008; Padilla-Walker et al., 2011; You et al., 2008), street 

children in the study who experienced these explicit barriers that negatively affect their sense of 

hope must develop other resilient attitudes and practices in order to create a possible future. 

Absence of barriers to hope among street children. Regardless of adversities, lack of 

resources and barriers that are estimated to be a handicap to the development of street children’s 

hope, respondents in this study also expressed how their resilient character creates an atmosphere 
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for constant hope. Many street children believe that their hope for the future remains intact 

regardless of the hardship they are facing. Their spirituality and their survival desires (existential 

meaning and interest in life) carry protective and compensatory values, which help them to 

sustain hope for the future. 

In the study, there is a clear distinction between what is called “spiritualized hope” and 

“objectified hope” among street children. Spirituality generates a constant sense of hope among 

street children. Their spiritual-based hope– the presence of a higher being– is understood as a 

type of hope that will never be lost, shattered, nor destroyed. As long as their spiritual/higher 

power (Bernado, 2010) exists, whether it is called Geist, Chi, Spirit, Quanta, God (Richardson, 

2002), or “Bondye/Papa Bondye” (Good God/Holy God) in the Haitian context, street children’s 

hope for the future will thrive and remain consistent. Whereas, their objectified hope– school 

attendance– is susceptible to loss, destruction and impediment. In other words, when street 

children’s hope is objectified (related to an object), it is less conducive to their resilience in 

comparison to their spiritualized hope. 

Moreover, based on an ontological and phenomenological view, another supporting 

perspective on this distinction is not documented in the extant literature of social studies even 

though such distinction is crucial in the reality of individuals living in poverty, as well as the 

ones who are immersed in religiosity or spirituality. In Haiti, as a resource-constrained society, 

such distinction is often manifested through folkloric behaviors and religious statements that 

diminish the significance of resources– objects, materials, conditions, energies or assets– among 

the population even though those resources or possessions may be necessary for integral human 

development. In order to illustrate, the following are examples of spiritual-based statements that 

explain the divide between objectified hope and spiritualized hope. The notional beliefs of “Byen 
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materyèl pa prale nan syèl” or “Tout se vanite,” which can be literally and respectively translated 

into English as “Material possessions will not go to heaven” and “All is vanity” are two of the 

most professed statements in Haiti among people living in poverty. These notional beliefs 

encourage the individuals to focus less on possessions (object) and more on God (spiritual). 

Through God, their spiritualized hope will always surface as their protective factors, whereas the 

objectified hope (based on possessions or objects) is less reliable. Hence, when facing resource 

loss, the immediate response is frequently related to the notion of “Bondye bay; Bondye pran” 

[God has given; God has taken], which helps to buffer the negative impact of the resource loss 

by invoking a higher/spiritual power as the external locus of control. Concurrently, it is also 

inferred that the higher power is more likely to provide resources continuously regardless of the 

magnitude of the loss, which justifies how the notion of spiritual hope among resource-seeking 

individuals such as street children remains presential and reliable. Overall, the incongruity 

between objectified hope and spiritual-based hope among street children in the study has its roots 

in the larger spiritual or religious culture in the country. Both components must be taken into 

account when studying the notion of hope because each– objectified hope and spiritualized 

hope– influences the street children’s future orientation in a particular direction regarding their 

quest for resources to meet their short, mid and long-term goals. 

Concurrently, survival desires–existential meaning and interest in life– are also 

understood as key elements to keep street children’s hope for the future infallible. Unexpectedly, 

the study suggests that the dichotomy of life-death stimulates the presence of hope among street 

children. Their survival desires– existential meaning and interest in life– as a protective 

constituent to their hope are shown to exceed their risk caravans and loss spirals (barriers). The 

duality life-death in the context of hope among street children shows the significance of the 
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notion of existential hope. As protective factors, the notions of existence and survival define a 

certain level of infallibility of hope among street children. When everything else– resources, 

higher power, subject or object– fails, survival remains the ultimate form of resilient qualities on 

which street children rely in order to establish the foundation for their hope in life. Amidst risk 

caravans, adversities and resource loss, street children’s existential hope for the future remains 

infallible. Death is the only aspect of street children’s existence that is able to discontinue their 

existential hope. In the extant literature, a particular study showed that when individuals 

repeatedly perceive how death can be a threat to one’s existence and hope, they develop an 

existential coping strategy– agentic thoughts and behaviors– in order to accomplish as many of 

their set-goals as possible and to live a meaningful life (Chan et al., 2016). At this point, 

knowing that street children are constantly exposed to risks, adversity and death, they also 

develop existential coping strategy to set and achieve goals– survival, need gratification and 

personal development– in order to lead a fulfilling life due to the increase of and/or the 

uncertainty associated with the persistent risks of dying on the streets. In conjunction with their 

existential coping strategy, street children synchronously nurture their existential hope in order to 

enhance their sustainability in withstanding adversities while expecting benefits of a better 

tomorrow. Hence the underlining logic of existential hope previously discussed, “depi tèt pa 

koupe, espere met chapo [as long as one’s head is not chopped off, one must hope to wear a hat 

one day.],” which conveys inherent resilient values for street children in the study. 

Although street children’s spiritual-based and existential hope appears indestructible, 

their objectified and subjectified hope are increasingly fragile and precarious. Overall, lack of 

protective factors such as the lack of resources and lack of family contact can be considered as 

strains (Luthar, 2003; Luthar & Cicchetti, 2000; Rutter, 1987; Seiling, 2006) – discouragement, 
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deception, discomfort or unpredictability– in the process of hope development among street 

children. However, these strains lack the capacity to obstruct or rescind street children’s hope for 

the future because divine presence (spiritual) and street children’s survival desires (existential) 

remain the most significant protective factors to offset the negative impact of risks on hope 

among street children in Port-au-Prince. 

Street Children’s Overall Hope for the Communities in Haiti 

Street children’s global hope for the communities in Haiti correspond with the observed 

context of long-lasting political (government vs. opposition parties), social (upper class 

[boujwa/pitit Pétion] vs. lower class [malere/pitit Dessalines]), and spiritual (Christianity vs. 

Vodou) turmoil in Haiti. In that respect, the global hope for the communities in Haiti lies in 

God’s hands, politics, and the ability for the population to live in unity. 

God is the ultimate savior. According to the street children’s understanding, Divine 

intervention represents one of the most significant solutions for the country. Without God’s 

intervention, the street children in the study are convinced that the communities in Haiti are more 

likely to remain resource-deprived and socially disorganized, and hope among the population is 

more likely to decline. 

Therefore, addressing social disorganization in Haiti tacitly delineates the street 

children’s global hope regarding the resource-deprived communities in which they live, which 

often reflects the society as a whole. Street children in general have recourse to religiosity and 

spirituality in order to aspire for improvements in the communities in Haiti. In such context, the 

notion of Trinity– God, Jesus and Holy Ghost– weighed significantly in street children’s 

cognitive and affective processes that generate their hopeful thoughts and define their future 

orientation at both a personal level and more specifically at a global level. Based on their 
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responses, their spiritualized hope– hopeful thoughts and future orientation– regarding 

communities in Haiti are influenced by their experiences of slow or fast onset hazards, and by 

multiple traumatic events in addition to the supereffluence of religious institutions in their 

communities. Taking into consideration the acrimonious exchanges between Christians and 

Vodouists– Vodou practitioners in Haiti–, street children are exposed to a variety of spiritual 

discourses that require a precise level of perspicacity for abstractions in order to discern their 

contents. Due to this lack of discernibility among street children in the study– on average 2.8 

years of schooling–, their hope for communities in Haiti is molded by the most influential 

spiritual discourse in the country through the process of co-construction of religious narratives in 

Haiti. This combination– hazards, trauma and religiosity– prompted the street children in the 

study to opt for a societal sanctification from the higher power. 

The accumulation of social problems and the severity of social disorganization that street 

children observed daily in their communities compel them to presume that the degree of loss 

spirals in Haiti exceeds human capacity. Especially, due to lack of collective efficacy, 

community members in Haiti drastically fail to achieve shared values, meet common goals, and 

conjointly solve chronic problems throughout the years (Bursik, 1988; Kubrin, & Weitzer, 2003). 

Therefore, spiritual interventions transpire as the most relevant approach in order to improve the 

quality of life of individuals and communities in Haiti. 

The street children’s religious and spiritual attitudes concerning community development 

in Haiti should not be considered as a single case. Another study showed that adolescents in 

Ukraine also believe that the future of their community is connected to religious devotion 

(Nikolayenko, 2011). At this point, it is unclear that adolescents elsewhere or street children in 

the study establish the nuances between the role of religious and spiritual institutions– churches, 
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mosques, synagogues and other temples– and the intervention of a divine, magical and Godly 

power in the process of community development. Knowing that religion and spirituality 

encompass the intersectionality of notions related to protective factors, prevention and culture 

(McBride, 2013), it is relevant to scrutinize their role in the development of the communities in 

Haiti, especially in Port-au-Prince. To that effect, besides the signs of dogmatization, 

indoctrination and proselytism that are observed in the street children’s responses, their global 

hope regarding community development introduces a new wave of conversations while shaping 

the discourse around the role of religious institutions in the process of improving the quality of 

communities in Haiti. 

Politics can make a difference. The political culture in Haiti has a great impact on street 

children’s worldview, narratives and development. Not only does this influence occur during all 

electoral periods, but it also takes emphasis all year long during political-based advocacy events– 

demonstration, riots or strikes. Street children in general are involved in these advocacy events 

with or without monetary compensation from the political protagonists. 

During data collection, the 2016 Haitian presidential elections were also being held after 

it had been postponed several times from the previous year due to massive protests and natural 

disaster. Such context of strenuous and contested political process influenced to some extent the 

directions of street children’s responses regarding their hope for their communities. Taking into 

account that the political socialization of street children in Port-au-Prince is being fulfilled in 

their living and working environments, they are prone to being exposed to a variety of political 

narratives and attitudes, and engaged in different political activities. The fragmented process 

through which street children are exposed to the political culture in Haiti is quite different from 

other children worldwide. Studies showed that children from high SES families –especially well 
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educated parents– tend to acquire political knowledge at home (Sydney et al., as cited in 

Zuckerman, 2005) where they are more likely to inherit socioeconomic and political advantages. 

However, unlike children from high SES families, children of immigrants are more likely to be 

influenced by the academic rigor of courses in High School than to be influenced by their 

immigrant parents (Humphries et al., 2013). In that respect, Gidengil et al. (2016) tallied 

education as one of the socialization apparatuses that stimulate children’s interest in politics, as 

well as sharpening their sense of political efficacy. Combining all the factors that influence 

children’s political orientation, the influence of family, education, school and informed peers 

represent the most influential surroundings for their socialization in politics (Abendschön, 2013). 

Thus, street children in the study have minimal interactions with those influential factors, yet 

their hope for the future of their communities is politically oriented. Their political opinions, 

which centralize around the authority of the executive branch, reflect the nature of political 

discourses in the Haitian communities– imbibed with gaps, propaganda and unverifiable 

statements. 

Therefore, street children in the study associate the negative state or characteristics of the 

country– lack of governance, corruption, resource-sharing inequality, violence and social 

disorganization– with the illegitimacy, unaccountability and pleonexia of past, present and even 

future presidents. Simultaneously, they devote their hope regarding the improvement of the 

Haitian communities to the future accomplishments of an imaginable bona fide president. 

Implicitly, the street children in the study shared a catalogue of development projects that a bona 

fide president must accomplish in order to restitute or reinstate hope in the communities. These 

development projects can be enumerated as environmental health, political transparency, equality 

and justice, security/safety, education, employment, effective governance, infrastructures, child 
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and family resource-based policy and services, and poverty reduction. Not only are the street 

children cognizant of the structural problems and able to highlight effective development 

projects to mitigate those problems, they also identify a method to implement those development 

projects. Contrary to the average population in Haiti who expects a president to fix all the 

structural problems on a 5-year term, the street children opted for a longitudinal approach that is 

partially elaborated. They suggested that a president must focus on evaluating and addressing a 

few relevant and specific issues to alleviate the excruciating living conditions of the population 

during his/her term. The successors must ensure the evaluation and continuity of those 

development projects without damaging the former presidents’ accomplishments due to their 

disagreement or need for personal reputation. Hence the idea of “if each elected president starts 

something in the country, the country will change. If one starts roads, the other one starts jobs, 

and the next starts cleaning the sewage system, everybody would live healthily” (respondent 3, 

age 16, 0 education, 5 years on the street). 

The structural problems in Haiti consist of complexities that are multidimensional and 

that outmatch street children’s reasoning and analytical abilities, yet they are engaged in 

identifying gaps, solutions and approaches because their hope for the future and quality of life 

are depending upon the healthy functioning of their communities. Additionally, their 

intergenerational hope also depends on the betterment of the communities in Haiti. Through the 

notion of intergenerational hope, street children expressed positive expectations and goals they 

already preset for their progenies. In such context, this notion of intergenerational hope supports 

the findings from previous research. Other studies discussed how parents’ hopes and 

expectations regarding their children are a determining factor in influencing their children’s 

future aspirations (Nichols et al., 2010; Nurmi, 1991; Reynolds, 2000). Considering that street 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

   

  

 

  

  

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

  

DISSERTATION 154 

children’s well-being and future, as well as the intergenerational hope depend on the social 

organization of the communities in Haiti, they proceeded by positively associating resource-full 

communities (Fredman, 2014) with a positive quality of life. Thus, the healthier the communities 

are, the more promising their hope will be. In that respect, the involvement of street children in 

Haiti in the political-based advocacy events may not only be motivated by monetary 

compensation or leisure, but they may also be involved in order to pursue and advocate for 

authentic changes that will positively impact the well-being of individuals and communities. As 

street children’s problems are generally invisible and their voices suppressed, their efforts of 

individual advocacy are meaningless and inexistent. However, their involvement in political 

movements organized by political actors remains the sole opportunities for them to participate 

actively in the advocacy processes for community improvements, which will provide them a 

glow of hope. Knowing that research showed that risky behaviors are positively associated with 

political participation among children, while family supervision and civic values were negatively 

correlated with political participation (Rivera & Santos, 2016), does that imply that lack of 

healthy behaviors, family supervision and civic values are a contributing factors to the street 

children’s propensity to be involved in political movements in Port-au-Prince? This is an 

important question to explore in future research as the findings of this study suggested street 

children’s political participation is conducive to their sense of hope. 

Unity, a prerequisite for social problem-solving at a local level. In the midst of social 

disorganization, street children in the study believe that meaningful social connectedness– unity– 

among the Haitian population can help ameliorating the quality of life within their communities. 

As a marginalized group, street children are familiar with the notion of unity that they 

highlighted. As a means of survival, they are prone to creating within-group networks in order to 
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meet their needs and protect themselves from threats, which is understood as bonding in the 

process of developing social capital (Larsen et al., 2004) or in the process of forming surrogate 

families (Stephenson, 2001) within their communities or tribe (Hobfoll, 2001). As a means of 

survival, these reciprocal exchanges of social and financial resources among street children 

become a practical form of social support and social capital (Seiling, 2006). Street children’s 

familiarity with the notion of unity compels them to cultivate their hope for the future regarding 

the betterment of the communities in Haiti around such notion by expecting collective actions 

from the population. 

Besides God and politics, street children largely capitalized on core elements of social 

capital– bonding, social networks, collective actions, cohesion, civic engagement and solidarity. 

By means of the notion of unity, street children underlined the importance of bonding and 

collective actions in the restructuration and the organization process of communities in Haiti. 

Given the severity of social disorganization in Haiti, street children estimated that internal ties 

and social networks are able to increase cohesion and consensus, stimulate civic engagement, 

facilitate exchanges of resources and boost collective efficacy among the population in order to 

solve jointly the problems in their communities. 

Other studies showed the significance of social capital in community development where 

collaborative processes are able to empower individuals, groups and organizations in order to 

resolve collectively the problems that negatively affect their quality of life (Comerio, 1984; 

Emery & Flora, 2006; Toker, 2012). By focusing on the notion of unity, street children in the 

study etymologically dissect the concept of community in its two-core components– common 

and unity– to underline how collaborative processes among the population are crucial to restore, 

solidify and optimize their common values, common beliefs and common good. In that respect, 
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effective community development is mainly possible when community members develop 

collective efficacy through bonding, cohesion and civic participation in order to protect what 

they share in common, which is Haiti– its infrastructures, norms, values and resources. 

Consequently, the street children not only identify unity among the population as the most 

effective actions, but they also develop the readiness to be involved in potential projects that aim 

to facilitate the process of community development in Haiti. 

In such context, the triad– spirituality, politics and social capital– represents the most 

important elements for community development in Haiti according to the current findings. Street 

children’s global hope regarding the future of the communities in Haiti resides in God’s 

intervention, governmental accountability, and unity among community members. Many studies 

showed that adolescents who experienced situations related to political violence (Landau at al., 

1998), political insurgency (Sagy & Adwan, 2006), community threat (Staats & Partlo, 1993), 

war or natural disaster (Braun-Lewensohn & Sagy, 2010; Seginer, as cited in Friedlmeier et al., 

2005) demonstrated a decrease in their collective hope. However, despite poverty, chaos, 

frequent natural disasters and political turmoil, street children’s global and collective hope in the 

study remains present as long as there is God, accountable government and unity. In sum, the 

level of social disorganization in the Haitian communities does not affect the sense of collective 

hope among street children. In fact, the existing sense of collective hope incentivizes altruism 

among street children. Such context creates opportunities for street children to cultivate altruistic 

hope, where their future orientation is absorbed by the desires of helping others and the 

communities despite their personal needs and hope. 

Overall, the discussion provided meaning to the new conceptualization of hope, which 

differs from the traditional and dominant definition of hope in the extant literature. How street 
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children set-their goals, define pathways, express their agency, seek resources, express their 

sense of personal and global hope are largely depending upon the notions of self, otherness, 

spirituality, and their existentiality (which is bound to their effort to stay alive). 
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Chapter VII: Conclusion 

Summary 

The aim of this qualitative study was to examine, describe and interpret the 

characteristics, role and significance of hope in a poverty-related context among the street 

children in Haiti by focusing on the meaning of their lived experiences. Using a 

phenomenological approach (Creswell, 2009; Moustakas, 1994; Van Manen, 1990), 25 street 

children in Port-au-Prince were conveniently recruited and interviewed in order to answer the 

following research questions: (a) How do children of the street who are aged 14 to 17 years old 

in Haiti perceive their hope? (b) What different factors and conditions foster hope among street 

children in Haiti? (c) What conditions/situations are detrimental to the culture of hope among 

street children in Haiti? (d) How do street children perceive the future direction of their country 

as a whole? Paired with those questions were the research objectives below: 

1) Define the notion of hope using the street children’s voice and language, 

2) Examine, describe and interpret the elements that contribute to increases or decreases 

in levels of hope among the street children, 

3) Explore the street children’s understanding of the overall future direction of Haiti and 

its communities, 

4) Outline implications for Social Work regarding child welfare in Haiti. 

In order to meet those objectives, conservation of resources, resilience and social 

disorganization theories were used to analyze the thematic findings related to the constituents of 

street children’s hope in Haiti. There were seven findings in the study. The first four provided 

intelligible responses to the question related to how street children in Port-au-Prince perceive 

their hope while demonstrating the complexity of their perception and conceptualization. The 
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first finding highlighted a definition of hope, its characteristics and nomenclature based on street 

children’s lived experiences– their ontological character, cosmological values and 

phenomenological circumstances. In that respect, hope was defined as a mode of thinking toward 

the future that is based on a belief of an anticipated benefit from something, someone, luck or a 

higher power in order to confront life-related anxiety. Based on such definition, the concept of 

hope is composed of four inherent characteristics, which are dependability, functionality, 

scalability and directionality. In addition, according to the street children’s lived experiences, 

there are six types of hope (a) objectified hope (object-based hope); (b) subjectified hope 

(subject-based hope); (c) spiritualized hope (spiritual-based hope); (d) existential hope; (e) 

altruistic hope; and (f) intergenerational hope. All of these types are significant in street 

children’s development, as well as in their day-to-day living in Haiti. 

The second finding addressed how street children’s drives in setting goals are directed 

toward the gratification of their needs, their personal development, their idea of a God’s plan, 

and their survival. As resource-seeking individuals, street children are capable of setting goals as 

the foundation for their hope for the future. It is also found that their goals correspond to their 

bio-psychosocial and spiritual development. 

Despite limited access to resources, the third finding showed that street children are also 

able to develop ideas for pathways in order to meet their goals, and their main pathways are 

based on divine interventions, survival, school and social support. These specific pathways are 

tacitly intertwined with street children’s agency. As pathways analogically represent a canal– 

school, God, others and survival– through which street children must pass in order to accomplish 

their goals, street children showed a critical sense of agency when their passageways are related 

to school (objectified) and survival (existential). Whereas, there are limited signs of potential 
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display of agency– agentic thinking or behaviors– when their pathways are based on God 

(spiritualized) and others (subjectified). 

However, the fourth finding suggested that street children only have access to two types 

of resources in the streets of Port-au-Prince. Their main resources come from external sources– 

people and organizations–, and from their daily work. Taking into account that Haiti is a 

resource-constrained country where more than 75% of the population lives on less than $2 per 

day (World Bank, 2011), street children are subject to experiencing the impact of poverty and 

lack of resources in Haiti. Hence, having access to two sporadic resource outlets are their reality, 

and their hope and accomplishments in life are depending upon these sporadic and meager 

resources. At this point, it is evident that without adequate resources, street children can set all 

the goals, and define clear pathways and display agentic attitudes/behaviors, but they may face 

difficulties to reach those set goals. 

The fifth finding answered the research question related to factors that increase hope 

among street children in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. These findings indicated that the opportunities to 

work and earn money, the idea of schooling, and the benedictions of God are considered sources 

of hope. Street children are fully aware of how their work and earned money are able to help 

them plan to meet their most concrete needs in practical ways in order to create an atmosphere of 

hope. In addition, their idea and need of going to school also inspire them hope because it is 

associated with their desire for a high career, school expectations and professional aspirations for 

the long-term. Lastly, these findings explained how religiosity and spirituality– trust in God– is 

able to increase street children’s patience and assurance while awaiting a better tomorrow. 

The sixth finding addressed the research question about hope related barriers among 

street children in Port-au-Prince. These findings specifically discussed how police brutality and 
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other street-related risks are detrimental to the development of hope for the future among street 

children. Their exposure to these risks increase their vulnerabilities and challenge their degree of 

resiliency on a daily basis. Regularly, street children face life and death situations– hazardous 

practices and police brutality–, which decrease their long-term planning ability and force them to 

focus more on the here and now than to be future-oriented, especially due to the frequency and 

the severity of those risks. 

The seventh finding provided answers to the question related to how street children 

perceive the future direction– global hope– of the country. These findings suggested that 

spirituality, politics and social capital– represent the most important elements for community 

development in Haiti according to the street children in the study. Their global hope regarding 

the future of the communities in Haiti resides in God’s intervention, governmental 

accountability, and unity among community members. Therefore, in order for communities in 

Haiti to improve in the future, divine presence and interventions are necessary. Lack thereof, the 

communities in Haiti are more likely to remain resource-deprived and socially disorganized, and 

hope among the population is more likely to decline. In addition, at a political level, these 

findings indicated that the betterment of the communities lies in the motivation, accountability 

and resourcefulness of bona fide presidents to solve the current structural problems that are 

undermining the social fabric of the country. Finally, these findings revealed that meaningful 

social connectedness– unity– is one of the most promising and operative social conditions that 

can help ameliorate the quality of life within the communities and help to instill hope among the 

population. 

The aforementioned findings provided clarity to the notion of hope in a poverty-related 

context. The phenomenology approach allows the study to grasp the life-world existential 
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perspectives on how street children perceive hope and its complexity based on their lived space– 

(streets of Port-au-Prince), lived time (present and future), lived body (their personal sense of 

self) and their lived relations (sense of otherness), which also includes their sense of spirituality 

(Mackey, 2005; Van Manen, 1990; Van Manen & Adams, as cited in Baker et al., 2010). 

In that respect, hope is not only a construct, it is also a way of life that is associated with 

lived experiences of actual individuals and their life narratives, especially the ones living in a 

poverty-related context. Through their lived-expressions of hope, street children challenge any 

scientific approach that aims to prioritize the mathematization of their hope for the future by 

researchers. Therefore, the understanding of hope and all its constituents must begin with the 

individuals and their social context as a whole, and not with the instrumentalization of their 

behaviors by their observers. 

In addition, hope is non-secular. Notions of spirituality, religiosity and divinity/deity are 

strongly emphasized in the study of hope. The omnipresence of a potential higher power 

influences all aspects of street children’s hope, from their personal goals to their collective and 

global sense of hope. Amidst the chaos, lack of resources and uncertainty, hope becomes 

engrained in spirituality, religiosity or deity, where a higher being’s intervention is required in 

order to reach personal goals or to cope with collective issues that exceed human capacity. In 

such respect, as soon as the intervention of the higher being is believed to be granted, hope in its 

non-secular constitution is directed toward the notion of benediction or blessing. Hence, the 

famous Creole statement in Haiti, “Se Bondye k ap gade nou wi”, which means “The Good God 

is looking out for us”. Conversely, if it is believed that the higher power does not grant what 

expected such as reaching a goal or eradicating structural problems, the belief of a divine 

punishment or curse swiftly emerges, and supplants hope. 
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Furthermore, hope is not apolitical. The understanding of hope is also based on how the 

macro-system, especially politics and social structures influence the fluctuations of hope on a 

continuum. In an ailing society, a volatile social context and under conditions of political and 

economic uncertainty, the degree, the type and the legitimacy of political activities in the 

communities largely affect street children’s hope and their future orientation. Moreover, in order 

to strengthen the global and collective sense of hope for themselves and for the country as a 

whole, the recourse to political authority is one of the most decisive attitudes that street children 

adopt. Thus, politics represents a crucial component in the construction and understanding of 

hope for the future among resource-seeking individuals in the midst of imminent global 

problems. 

Hope is both individual and relational. The extant literature capitalizes on an individual-

centered approach of hope that is largely goal-oriented. Whereas, in order to grasp the 

complexity of hope, the relational aspect of hope is as crucial, if not more, as the individual-

centered hope. Interpersonal or transcendental relations are considered resources (Hobfoll et al., 

as cited Jacoby and Keinan, 2003), and are able to fuel resource-seeking individuals in their 

quest for life satisfaction, well-being and hopefulness. This current study amply discussed both 

the distinctiveness and linkage of the notions of selfness and otherness in the construction of 

hope among street children. Hence, the hypothesis generated-statement that hope is 

fundamentally relational. Through the bondedness of self and others, resource-sharing 

opportunities are developed, and those opportunities define hope for the individuals in the midst 

of uncertainty and scarcity. 

Lastly, hope is existential. Hope is considered as the core element in the survival mode– 

survival attitudes, behaviors and practices. In contexts where individuals are exposed to 
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systematic resource losses and/or life-threatening risks, their mere existence, their desire to stay 

alive, and their own ability to survive (Awad, 2002; Malindi & Linda, 2010), which is a 

fundamental component of their resilient characteristics (Johnson, 2009), represent a baseline for 

hope. Therefore, there is a potential link between existing (survival, interest in life and existential 

meaning) and hopefulness in the form of what the study designated as existential hope. 

Existential hope encompasses four fundamental elements, which are survival, interest in life, 

existential meaning and hope. Through its compensatory and protective values, hope in its 

existential form is infallible. Hence, when everything else– resources, higher power, subject or 

object– fails, survival remains the ultimate form of resilient qualities on which individuals rely in 

order to establish the foundation for their hope in life. 

Overall, based on an ontological stance, "to be and live” (be-live) in a resource-

constrained society requires a certain level of belief among the individuals that tomorrow will be 

better. Such belief is a pre-requisite for or the foundation of the development of hope. This belief 

associated with key resources– materials, self, others, and/or higher powers– are also considered 

the prime constituents that strengthen hope among resource-seeking individuals in a poverty-

related context. In many situations, hope, in its complexity, offers the individuals the 

opportunities of “becoming”. From the struggles of believing– being and living– in resource-

constrained countries, the process of becoming (growth, maturation, S.E.S acquisition and 

upward mobility) transpires as the epitome of human development, considering the lifespan 

approach. As hope is conducive to survival due to its finality or functionality to mitigate the 

effects of risks– especially life-related stress and anxiety, the process of becoming is in general 

expected through the resilient character of hope. Thus, the study of the ontology of hope 

addresses hope in its complexity and plurality while taking into consideration the lived 
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experiences of individuals – their being, living and becoming– in resource-deprived 

communities. 

Limitations 

This research had several limitations. The first limitation is that the study used a 

convenience sampling approach to recruit street children in Port-au-Prince. Consequently, the 

study did not sufficiently represent the conditions experienced by those living on the street in 

other areas of the country, and in other countries. Thus, any attempt to generalize the findings 

should be made with caution. The qualitative nature of the methods used to garner information 

also represents a limitation due to the reliance on self-report with the potential threat of social 

approval by respondents, especially regarding the accuracy in the chronological age of each 

respondent. In addition, the first three questions in the interview guide that aimed to address the 

societal context in Haiti (What are your thoughts about poverty in Haiti? How is the political 

turmoil in Haiti affecting you? Tell us how the earthquake has affected you) were not considered 

in the data analysis process of the study because they did not add any understanding to the notion 

of hope for the future among street children in Haiti. Particularly, those questions were 

anticipated to increase the degree of researcher bias in the study as detailed in the methodology 

section. Finally, this study was limited in terms of gender balance in the sample because the male 

street children in Haiti are more visible than the female ones. The study was based on male street 

children only. 

Implications for Social Work 

The implications of these findings contribute to the array of literature on street children 

by focusing on the strengths of this population rather than pathogenic perspectives such as 

epidemiology, problems and risks, such as substance use, mental health, sexual risks and 
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problem behaviors. By using a strength-based perspective to study aspects of development and 

the quality of life of street children, this study explores possibilities for future research to invest 

more in understanding fully (and not superficially) the protective and resilient qualities of 

vulnerable groups– street children– on their ontological basis instead of focusing on problems 

and weaknesses. 

In addition, these findings aim to ignite and re-focus the debate on hope in Social Work, 

Psychology and Anthropology by presenting new avenues to de-construct and re-construct the 

worldviews on individuals and their hope for the future. Ideologically, in the age of neo-

liberalism, studies of hope in the literature is engulfed by/with individualism, where individualist 

values and individualistic attributes, traits and characteristics constitute the foundation of the 

methodologies, theories and concepts related to hope. In the most widespread studies of hope, 

the emphasis on the notions of goals, agency and pathways are addressed with approaches that 

negate the social context– relational, community, political and spiritual– in which individuals are 

being developed which is embedded “in relations of power as well as in thick webs of sociality” 

(Phạm 2013, p. 31). 

Therefore, these findings offer the opportunity for constructive dialogue in the social 

work field in order to reshuffle the sets of conceptual and methodological underpinnings of 

person in environment (PIE). Instead of an individualistic view of hope and its constituents that 

reduce the implications and importance of communities, these findings encourage researchers, 

practitioners and educators to address the bondedness related to hope in order to place the 

individuals back in the social context in the re-conceptualization of the social realities. As the 

notion of self is socially constructed and inter-dependent of the notion of otherness in an inter-

subjective world (Berger & Luckman, 1991), notions of resilience, agency, resources 
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conservation, strength and empowerment must be denuded from all individualistic focus, so the 

role of social relations, power structure and spirituality can be taken into consideration. The 

concept of subjectified hope in the study clearly described the locus of the problem in the re-

definition of hope and agency especially among individuals living in poverty. 

In terms of social work practice, the questions related to the implications of the study is 

based on where the problem is located, how to understand the problem, and where to intervene. 

Reflecting critically on the problems, generating new ideas and developing critical practice 

models– interventions, programs and policies – must be the priority for social work researchers, 

educators, practitioners and policymakers. The ideas and perspectives that we nurture in practice 

regarding the welfare of the individuals as a mere skin-bounded entity must be challenged in 

order to cultivate innovative ideas, practice modalities and political actions that promote both 

individual and community well-being as they are systematically inter-connected. For example, 

taking into account how resource-seeking children, such as street children and their hope for the 

future are embedded in the relationship between their spirituality, religiosity, interpersonal 

relations and power structures (institutional, social, political and economic), any interventions 

implemented to address street children welfare must integrate the aforementioned components. 

Particularly, in Haiti, the findings provide an understanding of the ontology of hope and 

its constituents among street children in Haiti in their efforts to survive, relate to others, and 

invoke their spirituality to strengthen their hope for the future and hope for the communities 

while in quest of resources. These findings provide officials, academics and practitioners in Haiti 

with critical information regarding the internal assets of street children, as well as the significant 

external resources (social support and spirituality) that can be used to develop appropriate 

legislation and social policy to provide better living conditions to the population, especially 
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children and families. The implications of these findings are likely to generate interest from 

practitioners concerning human rights and social justice advocacy for street children, and other 

at-risk children in Haiti in general. 

On that note, as this qualitative research was methodologically designed as a hypothesis-

generating study, further research should extensively explore the characteristics and types of 

hope that resulted from this study. Particularly, exploring the nuances in the dissociation between 

spiritualized hope and existential hope, especially in the context where survival (fight to stay 

alive) is preponderant. In addition, other research should examine how access to resources play a 

significant role in the type of hope on which a person, a group or a community are more likely to 

rely. Hobfoll and his colleagues (as cited in Jacoby and Keinan, 2003) argued a decade ago that 

resources play an important role in the development of hope among individuals. However, with 

the aim to address such argument, research remains scarce. 

In the current study, the street children did not rely on other peers, especially peer 

networks and peer support, as their source of hope. Although they discussed that peer support 

can be a critical pathway and resource to accomplish a specific goal, they did not list peer 

support and peer networks as their sources of hope. Future research should explore the degree to 

which street children rely on their peer. Do they rely on their peer for short-term assistance (such 

as developing survival skills or acquiring resources on a daily basis) or for long-term plans (such 

as hope or professional and social aspirations) for the future? Those questions are significant in 

order to understand the core elements of street children’s growth, especially regarding their hope 

for the future. 

Furthermore, as this study was gender and age-specific, future research must be 

undertaken in order to study hope and its constituents among other at risk population while 
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examining age and gender differences in order to understand if those constituents – types, 

characteristics and sources of hope vary across ages and genders. In addition, future studies must 

explore the meaning and the values that street children associated with education because the 

findings suggested that access to school particularly constitutes a source of hope, pathways and 

an expression of personal development for the street children even though the education system 

in Haiti is problematic and precarious. 

Subsequently, studies should delve into the notion of altruistic hope among street 

children in order to understand factors that predict the sense of altruism among street children 

when it is evident that they possess limited resources to survive. In addition, future research must 

consider surveying older street youth who have children in order to understand the characteristics 

and the factors related to their notion of inter-generational hope. More importantly, as spirituality 

is discussed in the study to be a contributing factor to street children hope, but an obstacle to 

their sense of agency, these conflicting findings may help to establish grounds for hypothesis 

development in future studies regarding street children. Perhaps, in order for spirituality to have 

a positive impact on street children’ agency, future research must take into account their goal-

setting, level of education and the quality or types of their social support in a compounding 

framework because religiosity and spirituality by themselves may negatively affect the street 

children’s motivation and agency. On the other side, further study may be required to explore the 

particular role of Vodou in the development of hope among Haitians, especially because Vodou 

is considered as one of the dominant spiritual, religious and cultural institutions in Haiti. 

Finally, the politicization of street children needs to be addressed through systematic 

research in order to determine the content and the channel through which the political 

socialization of street children are fulfilled. Thus, street children’s interest in community 
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development and co-actions in order to moderate the severity of social disorganization raises 

curiosity. Future researchers may assist in examining if there is a difference between street 

children who are active versus the ones who are passive with their directionality of hope in terms 

of their willingness to participate in collective activities to solve problems in the community. To 

further the examination, future studies may be interested in understanding the level of civic and 

political participation of street children. Does it depend on monetary incentives or do the street 

children are deliberately motivated to be politically and civically engaged in the political 

movements in their communities? 
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starts today. There is no cost to you except your time and we are compensating people with 100 

Gourdes for their participation in a one-hour conversation/interview. I was wondering if you 

might be interested in participating in the study, and I can continue to give you more information 

about the study in order to see if we can plan a time to have the short conversation/interview, 

which will last about an hour. 

If No- thank you for your time 

If Yes- continue 

I will need to obtain your contact information (your name, age and family contact) to determine 

if you might be eligible. But your real name/identity will not be revealed in the study. It will be 

coded. I would like to ask you these brief questions now. This will take no more than 2 minutes. 

What is your name? Your age? And do you stay on the street day and night? 

Thank you. You are eligible (or you are not eligible) 

If eligible: 

I would like to ask you more questions that are related to the study. You may find a few 

questions a bit personal, but as I mentioned earlier all the answers you give will be recorded 

without your name so there is no risk in participating in this study. Participation in the 

questionnaire as well as the one hour interview is completely voluntary and you may choose to 

stop the process at any time. You will not be penalized in any way for choosing to stop before we 

are finished or choosing to not be interviewed at all. 

If you would like further information you can ask me at any time and I will also provide you 

with my contact information in case you have questions later along with that of the UB research 

participant advocate office that oversees this research at UB in case you have questions about 

your rights as a participant in research (business card or small slip of paper used for this). 

Would it be okay if I asked you a few questions about yourself now? 

If No- thank you for your time, here is my contact information (give person contact 

information/card) in case you have any future questions or change your mind. 

If Yes- here is my contact information (give person contact information/card). Do you have any 

questions before we get started? 
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Yes: I will answer them 

No: I will proceed with the questionnaire and interview. 
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Appendix D: HRP-502B Edited Consent Script for this Study in Creole 

Ontoloji Lespwa: Yon Etid Fenomenolojik sou nannan Lespwa Timoun Lari nan 

Pòtoprens, Ayiti. 

Hello, mwen rele Dieuveut Gaity. Mwen ap fè yon rechèch kalitatif poum rive konprann pi byen 

kalte ak kantite lespwa timoun lari nan Pòtoprens genyen. Rechèch la ap komanse jodia. Epi ou 

pap peye pou sa, se senpman tan w ak disponiblite w mwen bezwen pou inèd tan selman. An 

plis, mwen ap bay moun ki patisipe nan rechèch la 100 Goud pou patisipasyon yo. Mwen ta 

renmen konnen eske ou enterese pou w patisipe nan rechèch la, pou m ka kontinye baw plis 

enfomasyon, epi konsa nou ka planifye pou m poze w kèk kesyon nan yon dyalòg ki ka dire inèd 

tan konsa janm sot di a. 

Si se Non: Mesi pou ti tan an 

Si se Wi: Map kontinye 

Map bezwen kèk enfomasyon sou wou (non w, laj ou, ak koneksyon ou gen ak fanmi w) pou m 

ka konnen eske w kalifye pou w patisipe nan rechèch la. Men, mwen pap ekri non w ak idantite 

w nan rechèch la, map ekri yo sou fòm yon kòd. Mta renmen poze w ti kesyon sa yo kounya. Li 

pap pran plis pase 2 minit. Kijan w rele? Ki laj ou? Epi eske w rete nan lari a lajounen kou 

lanwit? 

M regret sa, Ou pa kalifye. Epi pase bon jounen! 

Mesi, ou kalifye: Kontinye! 

Mwen ta vle poze w plis kesyon kounya ki gen rapò ak rechèch la. Ou ka twouve kèk kesyon 

ontijan pèsonèl, men janm te di w talè a tout repons ou yo ap anrejistre san non w. Nan rechèch 

sa, pa gen onkenn risk ak bagay mal ki ap rive w. Patisipasyon pou reponn kesyon nan kesyonè a 

ak inèd tan entèvyou a li volontè. Epi ou ka chwazi pou w bay vag nenpòt lè w vle pandan map 

poze w kesyon yo. M pap baw sanksyon pou sa si w chwazi bay vag anvan nou fini ak kesyon yo 

oubyen si w chwazi pa patisipe ditou. 

Si w vle plis enfomasyon, ou ka poze m kesyon nenpòt lè w vle. Map baw enfomasyon pou w 

kontakte m oubyen kontakte moun nan Inivèsite Buffalo ki la pou defann moun tankou w kap 

patisipe nan rechèch pou si w ta gen kèk kesyon sou dwa ou genyen kòm patisipan nan rechèch 

sa ou ta renmen poze nou pi devan. 

Eske w ou anfòm si m komanse poze w kesyon yo kounya? 

Si se NON: Mesi anpil pou ti tan ou ban mwen. Men enfomasyon pou w kontakte m si pi devan 

ou ta gen kek kesyon oubyen ou ta chanje lide w. 

Si se WI: Men enfomasyon pou w kontakte m. Eske ou gen kesyon anvan nou komanse? 
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Si se WI: Map reponn yo. 

Si se NON: Map komanse poze kesyon ki nan kesyonè a, epi entèvyou a. 
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Appendix E: Questionnaire in English. - Street Children’s Demographics 

I.D _________________________ Date ___________________ 

Time________________________  Location ___________________ 

1- What is your name? 

2- How old are you? 

3- Where on the streets do you usually hang out? 

4- Do you go home to sleep at night? 

5- Family background (parents and siblings): How many brothers and sisters do you have? 

6- Where are your mother and father?  Or are they still alive? 

7- Length of time on the street: When did you start living on the streets? 

8- Gender: What is your gender? 

9- Origins: What part of Haiti are you from? 

10- Religious background (Christian, Vodou): What is your religion? 

11- Activities: What are your main activities on the streets? 

12- Arrest history: Have you ever been arrested? If yes, how many times and why? 

13- School: What is your level of education? Which grade? 

14- Services (church, government, ONG): Where do you often go to get assistance? 

15- Sexual activities: Are you sexually active? 

16- Substance use: Have you used drugs (smoke or drink)? 

17- Exit: Do you know somebody who got out of the streets? (if yes, explore in interview) 
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Appendix F: Questionnaire in Creole. - Street Children’s Demographics 

I.D _____________________ Dat________________________________ 

Lè ______________________ Kibò ______________________________ 

1- Ki non w? 

2- Ki laj ou? 

3- Nan ki zòn ou ye nan lari a ou viv? 

4- Eske w al lakay ou pou domi chak swa? 

5- Konbyen frè ak sè ou genyen? 

6- Kote Manman? Papa? Eske yo toujou vivan? 

7- Kilè w komanse viv nan lari a? 

8- Sèks: Eske w se fi oubyen gason? 

9- Ki bò w fèt? 

10- Ki relijyon w? 

11- Ki aktivite ou fè nan lari a? 

12- Eske yo arete w deja? Si wi, konbyen fwa? E poukisa? 

13- Ki nivo lekòl ou? Nan ki ane ou rive? 

14- Ed sosyal (church, government, ONG): Kibò w ale pou w jwenn èd? 

15- Eske w nan koze fè bagay? 

16- Eske w nan koze dwòg? 

17- Eske ou konnen yon neg lari ki jwen chans kite lari a? (Jwenn plis info nan entevyou) 
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Appendix G: Interview Guide in English. - Street Children 

I.D _________________________ Date ___________________ 

Time________________________  Location ___________________ 

Societal Context 

1- What are your thoughts about poverty in Haiti? 

2- How is the political turmoil in Haiti affecting you? 

3- Tell us how the earthquake has affected you? 

Personal Goals (Future and Temporal/Life and Short-term) 

4- What does hope mean to you? Tell me how you understand hope. 

5- What are your personal goals in life? Tell me about your personal goals in life? 

6- What are the actions you take to reach those goals? Tell me about the actions you take to 

reach those goals? 

7- What are the resources that you find that will help you to reach those goals? 

8- What gives you hope in life? 

 God 

 Governmental institutions 

 NGOs 

 Family 

 Friends 

 School 

 Work & money 

 Others 

9- What kind of situations takes your hope away? 

Global Hope (Collective Hope) 

10- What kind of hope you have for the country? 
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Appendix H: Interview Guide in Creole. - Street Children 

I.D _________________________ Dat ___________________ 

Lè________________________  Kibò ___________________ 

Konteks Peyi a 

1- Kijan w konprann lamizè an Ayiti? 

2- Eksplike m ki enpak pwoblem politik peyi a fè sou lavi ou? 

3- Ki enpak tranbleman tè a fe sou lavi ou? 

Plan Pèsonèl (Fiti/Lavi ak pou jodia a) 

4- Kisa lespwa vle di pou ou? Pale m de sa w konprann de mo lespwa a. 

5- Ki plan pesonel ou genyen nan lavi sa? Pale m de plan pesonel ou genyen nan lavi sa? 

6- Ki saw fe chak jou pou reyalize plan sa yo genyen pou laviw la? Palem plis de saw fe pou 

w reyalize plan sa yo ou genyen pou laviw la? 

7- Ki opotinite ou jwenn nan lavi a ki ap ede w reyalize plan sa yo ou genyen pou laviw la? 

8- Kisa ki baw lespwa pouw viv lavi a? 

• Bondye 

• Sèvis gouvènman 

• Oganization ONG yo 

• Fanmiw 

• Zanmiw 

• Lekòl 

• Travay & lajan 

• Kèk lòt bagay 

9- Ki bagay nan lavi sa ki kraze lespwa w? 

Lespwa Global 

10- Ki kalte lespwa ou gen pou peyi a? Ou panse peyi a ap vin bon yon jou? Oubyen li pap 

janm bon? 
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Appendix I: Letter in Creole Submitted to the Centre D’Acceuil de Delmas 3 (CAD3) 

Pòtoprens, Jou 23 Novanm 2016 

Pou: Direktè “Centre D’Acceuil de Delmas 3 (CAD3) 

Objè: Demand fòmèl pou koleskyon done pou larechèch 

M. Wilber Thervil, 

Mwen rele Dieuveut Gaity. Mwen se yon Travayè Sosyal nan nivo Doktora nan 

University at Buffalo nan USA. Mwen aktyèlman nan Ayiti map mennen yon rechèch syantifik 

avèk timoun nan lari yo pou konprann nosyon “lespwa” ki lakay timoun yo ak tout konstityan ki 

fonde lespwa sa. Tit rechèch la an Kreyòl se “Ontoloji Lespwa: Etid Fenomenolojik sou 

Angrenay Lespwa Timoun Lari ki gen 14, 15, 16 oubyen 17 an nan Pòtoprens”.  M. Wilber 

Thervil, mwen mande w fòmèlman pou mwen jwenn opòtinite pase entèvyou ak kèk timoun nan 

lari ki frekante enstitisyon CAD3 a nan tout konfidansyalite, etik ak pwosedi rechech syantifik ki 

valide atravè “Institutional Review Board” (IRB) nan University at Buffalo. Mwen tache ak lèt 

sa plizyè dokiman sipò: (1) Deskripsyon rechèch la, (2) Kesyonè a (3) Gid entèvyou a, ak (4) 

Konsantman vèbal la. 

Mwen remesye ou davans, M. Wilber Thervil, pou kontribisyon ou nan fasilite pwosesis 

koleksyon done rechech sa tanmen nan enstitisyon CAD3. 

Sensèman, 

Dieuveut Gaity, MSW, PhD Candidate 
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Appendix J: Description of the Study in Creole Submitted to CAD3 

Deskrispyon Rechèch la 

Tit 

Ontoloji Lespwa: Etid Fenomenolojik sou Angrenay Lespwa Timoun Lari ki gen ant 14 ak 17 an 

nan Pòtoprens” 

Chèchè prensipal la 

Dieuveut Gaity, MSW, PhD Candidate 

Apèsi 

Etid sa layite kòl pou l egzamine nosyon lespwa nan kontèks lamizè nan mitan timoun 

lari yo nan Ayiti. Nan sans sa, pou moun rive konprann eleman ak faktè ki bay lespwa timoun 

lari yo bourad nan Ayiti, rechèch sa pral dewoule poul atenn objektif sa yo ki anba a: 

1) Defini nosyon lespwa a ak pwòp mo timoun lari yo; 

2) Prezante diferan eleman ki kontribye pou bay lespwa timoun lari yo bourad oubyen 

ki kraze lespwa yo; 

3) Elabore sou konpreyansyon timoun lari yo genyen sou avni peyi a ak tout kominote 

andidan peyi a. 

4) Site rekomandasyon ak enplikasyon pou pwofesyon Travay Sosyal la nan enpotans li 

genyen sou sistem Byenet Timoun nan Ayiti. 

Etid sa antre kòl anndan apwòch fenomenolojik la pou l fasilite deskripsyon sans timoun 

yo bay lavi yo pandan lap pote limyè sou tout kalte angrenay ki mete lespwa timoun lari yo 

doubout. Nan rechèch sa, entevyou detaye ak yon kesyonè se zouti ki pral itilize pou ranmase 

enfòmasyon dirèk anba bouch patisipan yo– ki soti nan model echantiyonaj konvenyan ak 

entansyonel ki te kreye pou fè etid sa posib epi fèl valid.                                  
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Appendix K: Report of the Additional Qualitative data 

Street Children’s Goal-setting Routines as a Substantial Element of Hope 

The data indicated that the street children’s drives in setting short and long-term goals are 

directed toward their personal development, the gratification of their basic needs, their idea of 

God’s plan, and their survival. 

Theme 1: Goals related to Personal Development and Aspirations 

Respondent 2 (6 years on the streets). “After I finish talking to you, I will try to shower, and 

eat. Then, I will get back out there to work. My ultimate goal is to leave the streets and live as 

better as others, and I want to travel one day.” 

Respondent 3 (5 years on the streets): “For my life, I would like to find someone to help me 

leave the streets so that I can have a profession and work. I want to have a wife and kids so 

that I can take care of them. I also need to have a car in my life, as well as the hope to find my 

sisters and brothers to help them.” 

Respondent 5 (3 years on the streets): “My goal is to leave the streets and go to school. I 

want to be a regular citizen tomorrow because I do not want to be a bandit just like the other 

ones.” 

Respondent 8 (3 months on the streets): “My goal in the future is to leave the streets and 

become a doctor or an engineering. Hopefully, making my family proud of me so that they can 

stop with all the negative ideas they have about me.” 

Respondent 10 (11 years on the streets): “Plan for tomorrow, I do not know what I am doing 

tomorrow. I do not have any plan, any dream, any hope at all for my life. Maybe becoming a 

driver for tap-tap.” 
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Respondent 11 (2 years on the streets): “I would like to abandon this street life and go to 

school to become anything, as an engineer.” 

Respondent 18 (6 years on the streets): “I will wake up and work. Every day, that is what I 

do. I need money in my pockets. See, last time during the hurricane, I could not eat because I 

did not have money. In Haiti, one never knows when there will be a political disturbance [an 

emergency]. One must always have some money saved. Personally, as soon as I have money, I 

will save it. I hope that I can rent a room, or maybe pay tuition so that I can go to school. For 

the future, I only love two things. I always say to God if I finish school, I would become a 

drummer or a construction worker.” 

Respondent 21 (3 years on the streets): “My plan for the future is to work, learn and become 

something tomorrow. I may become a senator, deputy, president, etc.” 

Respondent 25 (2 years on the streets): “My ultimate plan is to go to school. There was a 

woman that was going to find us a spot in a school. I am waiting for that opportunity. If I find 

the school, I will stop cleaning cars on the streets. If I go to school, I will be able to drive cars, 

and maybe earn a living. The main reason I want to go to school is that the other kids always 

bully me, and say that I am illiterate.” 

Theme 2: Goal-setting and Gratification of Basic Needs 

Respondent 1 (10 years on the streets): “On the streets, wherever I find, I sleep. Now, when 

I get back for the rest of the day, I will go back to cleaning cars on the streets, and probably 

wait until later to get food from the street vendors. Maybe I can go play gambling games 

“Albou, Bakara, Poker, or Stick”. Sometimes, at night, I play "Sleep wars", where we bet with 

one another. If we find one sleeping, we can hurt them: Burn their feet, hit them with rocks, or 
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burn plastic to let the burning drops fall on their face. I choose not to bet "sleeping wars" 

anymore because we do too much "Tchip kanibal" [harmful actions/games].” 

Respondent 8 (3 months on the streets): “The money I make today, I will save some so that 

I can eat early in the morning. Then, I will go to work on the streets and use the money I earn 

to eat in the evening, and save some for the next day.” 

Respondent 11 (2 years on the streets): “My goal for today is to go collecting bones after the 

customers are done eating, so I can sell the bones to people who own dogs. That way, I can 

make 50 Gourdes per bowl of bones. Afterwards, I will shower, buy clothes, and go beg at the 

last hours before I go to bed.” 

Respondent 16 (9 years on the streets): “After we are done talking, I will go back to work if 

they fix the traffic light. Now there are no traffic lights, and the cars do not stop anymore. 

They go too fast. In the worst case scenario, if the light is not fixed, I will have to go to other 

areas to help the drivers loading their trucks, and I can earn some money in exchange.” 

Respondent 19 (7 years on the streets): “I will go work, clean and load cars. Then, if I make 

money, I will buy clothes later. Mainly one shirt and one pair of pants. We have to buy clothes 

every day because if we wash them, and have tons of clothes piled up, we will not have 

anywhere to stock them. Therefore, we prefer to buy clothes every day, and throw the old dirty 

clothes away.” 

Respondent 20 (7 years on the streets): “I do not know what my life plan is. But I just told 

you my entire plan in life.” [Eat, sleep, work, etc.] 

Respondent 23 (4 years on the streets): “Plan for today: I will go clean cars, and hustle to 

find money so that I can buy ingredients to cook. I will probably cook spaghetti and salami. 
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Later again, if I can work some more, I will. Then, I will go to bed. That is it. Tomorrow will 

be the same routine: Clean and wash cars, beg, and then go to bed.” 

Respondent 25 (2 years on the streets): “For today, my only plan is to eat, make money and 

sleep. The only plan I have for today is to keep working on the streets. However, if you have a 

job for me, just give it to me now. After we are done talking, I was going to sleep, but I would 

rather go watch a soccer game on television, and I will go back to hustle/work later.” 

Theme 3: God’s Involvement in Designing the Future Goals 

Respondent 9 (10 years on the streets): “My only goal is to put my plan in God’s hands. 

Nothing else. For instance, I do not know when I am going to die. I have to put my hope in 

God. I give my heart to God to bless me so that he can help me hustle/work better.” 

Respondent 12 (5 years on the streets): “My main hope is that God will change my life no 

matter what. Especially, I often heard that everything you are doing, you should put God first. 

Thinking in the future, I just hope I can help people who are on the streets, but God must 

provide me the opportunity to do so.” 

Respondent 15 (2 years on the streets): “God has not put the plan for tomorrow in my head 

yet. For instance, I may wake up tomorrow, and not go to the streets to work. You never 

know.” 

Respondent 24 (3 years on the streets): “I do not know what my plan is tomorrow. Only God 

knows. I am sure that I will shower in the morning, hustle, eat, and later I will buy clothes in 

the evening.” 

Theme 4: Nurturing and Valuing Survival as the Master Goal 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

   

   

 

   

    

  

    

  

 

  

   

  

   

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

   

DISSERTATION 223 

Respondent 4 (9 years on the streets): “I don't know. I do not have goals for 

tomorrow because I do not know what tomorrow will bring. I do not know if I will wake up 

tomorrow or not.” 

Respondent 14 (3 years on the streets): “Only plan I have for the future is to have a great 

life. Trying to stay alive and not being killed. I will do so by eating, working, going to school, 

and praying.” 

Respondent 17 (6 years on the streets): “I cannot tell you what plans I have for my life. I am 

just living on earth. Everybody who is alive will die someday. I am also here to die just like 

everybody. Before I die, I must have children so that my children can inherit all my properties 

[assets] when I die.” 

Respondent 21 (3 years on the streets): “For my life, I would like to do everything in life the 

right way so that I do not get involved in bad things. I want to stay alive.  The best way to act 

right and stay alive is to respect the elders, and not to steal. For example, if I do not have 

problems with anyone, I would live in peace with no worries that people will come to hurt me 

or kill me.” 

Street Children’s Pathways toward Achieving Goals. 

School enrollment, which includes saving, planning and studying represent a fundamental 

pathway to street children in order to reach their goals. They also reported others’ support, 

staying alive, and God as significant pathways for them to be able to reach their goals. 

Theme 1: Pathways of School Enrollment: Saving, Planning and Studying 

Respondent 1 (10 years on the streets): “I have to go to school. School is what is going to do 

good things for me. But my main move is if someone places me in school, I will not refuse so 

that I can materialize my plan to become rich.” 
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Respondent 3 (5 years on the streets): “The only steps I could take so far to reach all those 

goals is to go to streets. Actually, I started buying uniforms [fabric] to go to school, but I 

cannot continue. School is the most important thing. If I go to school, I can find a good job to 

reach all those goals I just mentioned. I will keep continuing to plan on going to school, but it 

is hard.” 

Respondent 4 (9 years on the streets): “The only actions I take is to try to go to school. I also 

talked to a Christian woman who always comes here to tell us about Jesus. I told her that the 

gospel does not trouble us, but it is the lack of education and other forms of support to help us 

change that is the problem” 

Respondent 7 (6 years on the streets): “All I have done so far is that I open a bank account 

to save money. I want to buy materials for school when I have the chance to go to school. I 

registered in two schools so far. I am waiting when they are going to call me. The longer they 

take, the more I will save money.” 

Respondent 8 (3 months on the streets): “I save some money at a children bank every time I 

get the chance. I make sure I do not waste my money so that I can stick with my plan. I have 

nearly 1500 Gourdes. I will not touch this money. Then, when it is time, I will take that money 

to buy school materials and shoes to be ready for school.” 

Respondent 9 (10 years on the streets): “All I must do to become an engineer is to go to 

school, but I have not gone to school yet.” 

Respondent 14 (3 years on the streets): “I started studying to prepare myself to reach my 

goal in the future. That is all.” 

Respondent 16 (9 years on the streets): “I must tell you that I am very intelligent. You do 

not have to show me something twice, and I will be able to do it by myself. It can be anything. 
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If someone on the streets helps me out with a vocational training, I will learn it hastily. 

Personally, I have not taken any actions yet to leave the streets. The way I see it so far, it 

seems like I will be stuck in the streets until I get old.” 

Respondent 18 (6 years on the streets): “I have not done anything, but I start to think about 

it a lot. I keep saying that I am young. Even though I do not find someone to help me go to 

school, I can at least start thinking about it so that I know what I can and what I cannot do.” 

Respondent 21 (3 years on the streets): “Going to school (maybe go to university) and if you 

are popular you can become a candidate. Mostly, my plan of actions is to go to school and 

learn.” 

Respondent 23 (4 years on the streets): “I started buying school materials so that I can go to 

school in January 2017. I also bought pens, books, notebooks and a bag. I have not bought 

school uniforms and sneakers yet.” 

Respondent 24 (3 years on the streets): “I have not put forth any actions yet. However, let 

me say this, I saved some money to buy a bag and books. They said they would give us shoes. 

That is the only action I took.” 

Respondent 25 (2 years on the streets): “All I am waiting for now is the woman to register 

us in school. They will give us books, notebooks and bags. I plan to buy socks and sneakers to 

be ready for school. I will keep waiting whenever she comes” 

Theme 2: The Pathways to Reach the Goals are Based on Others 

Respondent 2 (6 years on the streets): “To reach such goals, I hope I can find someone to 

help me so that I can have a better life in the future to become a senator, mayor, deputy. If I do 

not find someone to help me reach those goals, I would never make it. I cannot do it on my 

own. The only thing I have is the piece of fabric to clean the cars. It cannot help me 
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accomplish great things besides eating and finding clothes. I know where I can find food, and 

sleep areas. Especially for the food, I often share my food with other street children.” 

Respondent 6 (11 years on the streets): “If I do not save enough money. I will hope that 

somebody will help me.” 

Respondent 12 (5 years on the streets): “Well, I often write music with other kids on the 

streets. I used to buy notebooks to write songs. However, whenever we are fighting, we tore 

the notebooks apart due to anger. Later on, we may start over again to write music together.” 

Respondent 22 (3 years on the streets): “I always pray that I become a famous pastor in 

Haiti. If I have nothing to do, I make sure I borrow a bible from people, and I try to read so 

that I can become familiar with the bible verses and all.” 

Theme 3: The Pathways to Reach Goals are the Necessity to Stay Alive 

Respondent 5 (3 years on the streets): “I have not done anything yet. But working and stay 

alive” 

Respondent 8 (3 months on the streets): “My main course of actions to keep my plan in 

motion is that I do not steal. I respect others [not respecting elderly in Haiti is believed to 

make someone vulnerable to having a curse (madichon), which will cause the person to die 

early]” 

Respondent 13 (10 years on the streets): “I respect older people so that I can live longer. 

That is all. If I live longer, I will have more time to become whatever I hope in my life. If I 

die, I will not have a chance for anything in the future.” 

Respondent 19 (7 years on the streets): “I stop acting like a "grapyay” (worthless person or 

crumb). I start behaving with more maturity, which means not to joke and tease the younger 

kids, or to eat after people. That is often why we get into deadly fights.  If I used to sit among 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

  

  

    

   

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

   

 

  

   

  

DISSERTATION 227 

people who are not my friends, I stop doing it now. If you sit with people you do not know, 

they may be involved in criminal activities in other areas. When the police officers come, they 

might arrest me or kill me too. That is why my plan of actions is to stop sitting among 

strangers.” 

Theme 4: The Pathways to Reach Goals are Based on God and the Words of God 

Respondent 11 (2 years on the streets): “Nothing. All I know is I have to study after each 

school day, and one day God will make me become president.” 

Respondent 15 (2 years on the streets): “God will put something in my hands to make it 

happen. So far, all I do is cleaning cars to have some money. I am waiting for the day God will 

give me all that I need, because he will definitely give me something sometimes.” 

Respondent 17 (6 years on the streets): “I kind of do not know when I will be able to afford 

what I just mentioned as my goals (children, house and motorcycle) because I do not know 

when God will take me out of this life. All I do is being on the streets, making money, and 

saving a little. Every time I work, I use some of the earned money, and I save a little bit.” 

Street Children’s Access to Resources 

One group of street children mentioned that the supports they receive from external sources 

and their earned money from their daily routines represent their main access to resources in 

order to work toward achieving their goals. Meanwhile, another group of street children stated 

that they lack complete access to resources in the streets. Below the three major themes are 

presented in quotations as expressed by the respondents. 

Theme 1: External Resources: Others, Organizations and Peer Support 

Respondent 1 (10 years on the streets): “Every day, many bosses [usually men who are in a 

position of financial power and able to give them something] come to me driving nice cars, 
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ask to take me to their house, and promise to take me to their house. A specific male boss 

drives on the streets and keeps looking at me every time he drives by my spot.” 

Respondent 4 (9 years on the streets): “The main opportunities I found is to talk to other 

people that motivate me and give me more hope. They often motivated me and said all I lack 

is education. Besides that I found nothing.” 

Respondent 5 (3 years on the streets): “There is a woman who said that she will bring us 

somewhere. But I do not know where she will bring us yet.” 

Respondent 7 (6 years on the streets): “I do not find any other opportunities on the streets 

beside the woman who is going to tell me about the school in the near future.” 

Respondent 8 (3 months on the streets): “Sometimes, civilians give me 100, 250 Gourdes. 

Often, the older youth on the street randomly come and frisk us to steal our money. Therefore, 

most of the time, when I get these kinds of money, I quickly give it to street vendors to hold it 

for me for the day in case the older youth come so that they do not find the money on me. 

Besides that, I do not find any other opportunities or chance to help me achieving my plan for 

the future.” 

Respondent 12 (5 years on the streets): “Nothing at all. Sometimes, the other kids help me 

sing. That is about it. The support of the other street children is the only resource I encounter 

so far.” 

Respondent 16 (9 years on the streets): “I have not found any opportunities. The only 

opportunities I could list is that of an older peer who used to have an organization to help us. 

Then, he started taking advantages of us and he confiscated most of the donations.” 

Respondent 21 (3 years on the streets): “Only when I go to the agency [centers and 

organizations], I find the opportunities to become something in life. Now, the agency is not 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

   

   

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

DISSERTATION 229 

being administered well. They are not giving us what we need. I am ready to escape because 

they clearly cannot afford to help us.” 

Respondent 22 (3 years on the streets): “Not quite a lot. Sometimes I ask people for advice, 

and people often give me more God's words. For example, If I go somewhere in my old 

neighborhood, I can find some people who used to know my family and they decided to give 

me advice.” 

Respondent 25 (2 years on the streets): “The woman who promised me about school is the 

only resource I know on the streets so far. That is it” 

Theme 2: Work Ethic as a Resource 

Respondent 13 (10 years on the streets): “The only resources I received on the streets is the 

money I worked for, and sometimes people give me great advice not to steal and tell me to 

work in unity [to stop fighting] with one another all the time.” 

Respondent 23 (4 years on the streets): “The only opportunity I have on the streets is work. 

That is all. Recently, I found some money in the ravine. Rarely did I find people to give me 

advice, but they do sometimes. They often told me to leave the streets. Once, I met a woman 

that told that she would take me and go home with me, and now it has been a week since I saw 

her.” 

Respondent 24 (3 years on the streets): “I found many opportunities, but I did not take them. 

I found many people that told me they would go home with me or take me to school, but I 

chose not to go. Sometimes, I feel like I love the streets a lot, and some other times I feel like I 

do not like the streets. When I earn some money, 50 Gourdes and all, I love the streets. 

However, mostly on Sundays, I hate the streets because most people are cleaned and well 

dressed on Sunday, and I am walking on the streets around dirty. I hate that.” 
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Theme 3: Lack of Access to Resources 

Respondent 2 (6 years on the streets): “Other children find the opportunities to go to 

different centers. Unfortunately, I do not know where yet. I knew that the most popular center 

was destroyed during the earthquake. I do not know if they repair it yet, or if they travel 

abroad with the kids either.” 

Respondent 3 (5 years on the streets): “Actually, I have not found any opportunities to help 

me reach those goals. The only thing is that sometimes I have the opportunities to receive 

money from others. That kind of money, I often share it with other kids. I do not count that as 

opportunities to help me reach my goals because I barely use this kind of donation for myself.” 

Respondent 6 (11 years on the streets): “I do not find any. I will pray that someone will take 

me and help me.” 

Respondent 9 (10 years on the streets): “I have not found any resources yet that can put me 

on the right path to at least have better hope in life of becoming an engineer.” 

Respondent 10 (11 years on the streets): “I have not found any resources in the streets to 

help me have better hope.” 

Respondent 14 (3 years on the streets): “I do not find anything. Any resource at all. But, 

yesterday, I found a few Gourdes on the ground.” 

Respondent 15 (2 years on the streets): “I have not received any help at all.” 

Respondent 17 (6 years on the streets): “I do not find anything at all. So far, all I have is a 

girlfriend. I can have my children with my girlfriend.” 

Respondent 18 (6 years on the streets): I have not found anything or anybody to help figure 

it out yet. 



                                                                                                                                                                            

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

    

    

     

  

 

  

  

   

 

   

  

    

   

 

DISSERTATION 231 

Respondent 19 (7 years on the streets): “Nothing at all. Besides advice that I received from 

people, I have not received any other resources from people.” 

Street Children’s Sources of Hope for the Future 

The results show that street children’s sources of hope are based on the following themes: 

Earning money, school, and God. 

Theme 1: Street Children Place their Hope on their Work and Earned Money 

Respondent 3 (5 years on the streets): “The only thing that gives me hope in life is my own 

personal strength not to be discouraged so that I can work hard in the streets. I do not have 

hope from anything, but my job. If what you are doing you are doing it well, you will be 

successful in it. This little piece of fabric I use to clean the cars is my only hope.” 

Respondent 12 (5 years on the streets): “Having worked for my earnings inspires me to have 

hope in life. I do not steal to have money. I earn my money. Actually when I save my money, I 

surely know that I can find my money easily in case I want to eat something when there is a 

bad weather. Therefore, having money gives me a lot of hope.” 

Respondent 17 (6 years on the streets): “How can I put my hope on my money if when I die 

I will not be able to go with my money? Man, you should know that I could not put my hope 

on money. My work, yes, I put my hope on my daily work. Having hope about my daily job 

helps me to work harder to have my money to buy my house in the future.” 

Respondent 18 (6 years on the streets): “Yes my money gives me some hope. If I did not 

have money, it would have been worse. To be more specific, my money gives me hope 

because If God helps me to save enough money, I can go rent a room and be in peace while I 

will continuously work on the streets. Money of course gives me hope that one day I will be 

able to pay for my school.” 
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Respondent 19 (7 years on the streets): “Oh yes! I know for sure, when I work, I earn my 

own money, and I can do whatever I want. Like if I want to share it, I can. If I want to buy 

something, I also can. My money definitely gives me hope to live. When I have money, I 

cannot starve. With my money, I also can buy clothes. My money and my work definitely give 

me hope.” 

Respondent 21 (3 years on the streets): “Money provides instantaneous hope. As soon as I 

have money, I always hope that I can go buy what I need whether I need to eat or to clothe. I 

work and make money to meet my needs. That is an automatic hope.” 

Respondent 22 (3 years on the streets): “My money is all hope I have. If I want something, I 

can only buy it with my money. Now, as I am trying to go to a shelter, my money does not 

give me hope anymore because my life will be different as soon as I get to the shelters and get 

services. I will not be depending on the money for my immediate needs as much as when I 

was on the streets.” 

Respondent 23 (4 years on the streets): “With my money, I will go to school. My money 

gives me hope to buy clothes so that I do not steal clothes. Essentially, my money is providing 

me hope to attend school soon. I also hope that my money will help me start a business again. 

I started a business in the past. I was selling cold beverages on the streets. I had 1000 Gourdes 

benefits one day, but it was stolen one night when I was sleeping.” 

Respondent 24 (3 years on the streets): “My money is everything. I depend on my money. It 

is kind of my favorite source of hope. If I am sick, I can run quickly to the hospital with the 

money. If I need medication, I can buy medications with the money.” 

Theme 2: School Provides Street Children Hope 
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Respondent 8 (3 months on the streets): “My main hope in life is to change for the better so 

that I can leave the streets. As soon as I go to school, the streets will no longer be in my head. I 

often see the people who go to school in Haiti, and they cannot find jobs. This motivates me to 

work harder so that I can have a life. If they are educated and cannot have a job, what about 

people who never go to school? I clearly see that my life is doomed if I do not go to school. 

That is why this kind of situation gives me hope for my life as it motivates me to work 

harder.” 

Respondent 13 (10 years on the streets): “I believe that education is providing greater hope 

to my life. Going to school will help me understand how to become a better person tomorrow. 

With education, I will be informed about human rights, hygiene, and prayers. Nothing else 

provides me hope.” 

Respondent 15 (2 years on the streets): “Hoping that I will go to school one day. The people 

that are having great jobs, it is because they go to school. School definitely gives me great 

hope in life. The people who can write their name is because they went to school. If they did 

not go to school, they would not have the chance to know how to write their name.” 

Respondent 17 (6 years on the streets): “Yes, I have hope in school. Going to school will 

help me to know how to read and maybe become a better person in life. With school, you can 

become a doctor, a manager, a senator, or can own a car.” 

Respondent 19 (7 years on the streets): “If you go to school and know how to read, you will 

be able to find jobs. School can give you hope to have money, and not depend on others too 

much. I believe in the importance of school although I never went, for I have never had the 

chance. 
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Respondent 20 (7 years on the streets): “All my hope is in school only. Access to school will 

help me become someone in life. For instance, if you find a job, or if you find a girlfriend who 

speaks a language that you do not know, you will look stupid while speaking bad Creole. A 

person has hope in school is when you sit to learn, take school seriously, and stop playing 

around. I do not know what school would make me become, but to have hopes. Everything 

that I mentioned earlier is the hopes that school is providing me in life. 

Respondent 22 (3 years on the streets): “Today if I can learn in school, tomorrow I can 

become something. If I do not learn in school today, tomorrow I may be on the streets begging 

or with a gun killing people. I do not want to do any of that, because if you kill someone, you 

will inherit all the sins of the person you kill.” 

Respondent 23 (4 years on the streets): “With school, I have the hope that I will have a 

decent job one day, and many more. Having a house and a car. All my hope is in school. 

Anything that comes from school, I will accept it, except for becoming a thief.” 

Respondent 25 (2 years on the streets): “I hope I can go to school, and become something in 

this life tomorrow so that I can help my mother out. Going to school, I can have a girlfriend in 

the future. That is what my mother used to tell me. Also, my mother said if I go to school, and 

graduate, I can have a visa and passport.” 

Theme 3: Street Children place their Hope on God 

Respondent 8 (3 months on the streets): “I also put my hope in God. When God gives me 

hope, I believe that I will have something positive happens in my life. I ask him strength and 

courage to work, and I always feel good to work daily. As long as I have God with me, I 

believe that I have a lot of hopes.” 
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Respondent 16 (9 years on the streets): “I place all my hope in my God. He/she sees 

everything I am doing on the streets. Only God gives me hope. He/she knows the burden of all 

the street children. If it were not for God, I would have zero hope. Besides God, I have my 

hopes up on the cars from which I earn money when I clean them on the streets. I would rather 

clean cars than to steal people's belongings.” 

Respondent 18 (6 years on the streets): “I do not know what kind of hope God gives me. I 

am not in God's mind. I do not know. However, I place my hope in God so that he/she can 

help me become somebody in life or send someone my way to help me out.” 

Respondent 20 (7 years on the streets): “Yes I place my hope in God, because I believe God 

will help me become a lot of things in life, except a criminal/robber. The same hopes I 

mentioned earlier are the same hope that God gives me. God can make me anything He/she 

wants.” 

Respondent 22 (3 years on the streets): “I have plenty of hopes on God. My hope is to serve 

God. That is why I believe everything that I ask God will come. For example, I believe in God, 

and I pray God a lot. If I need something, God will give it to me. I can be thinking about how 

to find something, and I pray and ask God with faith to give to me. I often told God that I need 

whatever I asked, and I insisted that I would not steal anything. God always provides and 

sends someone to give it to me. Faith is everything. Faith always gives me hope. God does 

many things for me because I pray a lot for God to change me, and he/she does. I used to take 

my mother's money, and I used to ask God to help me find a shelter so that I can leave the 

streets. God helps me with both requests.” 

Respondent 23 (4 years on the streets): “I do not know how to answer this question. God 

always gives hope: hope to live, hope to breathe, hope to eat, and hope to find somewhere to 
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sleep. That is all I have. The only hope I place in God's hand is to help me leave the streets and 

to go home. I hope this happens in 2017. If not, I hope it happens in 2018. The streets are 

becoming more and more dangerous. Street youth are killing one another.” 

Respondent 24 (3 years on the streets): “I cannot tell you what gives me hope in life. I also 

do not place my hope on anything else, besides God. God is the only one that can save me. If I 

get into an accident, God will help me. After God, there is nothing else. He/she is the master. 

If I am dying sick, God is the only one that can save/heal me.” 

Street Children’s Barriers to Hope for the Future 

These responses below showed that being on the streets and exposed to all the related risks 

represent a major barrier to street children’s hope for the future. Additionally, some of these 

street children mentioned that police brutality destroys their hope for the future, while another 

group of street children stated they do not experience any barriers to their hope regardless of 

the situations. 

Theme 1: Being Vulnerable in the Streets 

Respondent 1 (10 years on the streets): “Smoking marijuana a lot, as well as sniffing glue 

destroy my hope in life. They often make me feel despair. The poverty destroys my hope as 

well. In addition, when people stared at me with disdain on the streets when I am cleaning 

cars. The main problem that destroys my hope is that when I have money, I have nothing 

important to do with it, but smoking weed. Finally, when there is not a lot of cars on the 

streets, my hope is getting low as well, because I cannot make money.” 

Respondent 3 (5 years on the streets): “What often destroys my hope in life is when other 

street children go stealing people's stuff, then we all are subject to be the victim of police 

brutality or civilian's abuse. That way, it is easy to be killed. When those situations happen, 
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they considerably shatter my hope. However, the trick is that I never lose hope totally, because 

I believe I will succeed in what I am doing. Also, when you get hit by cars and motorcycles, 

you can easily lose hope.” 

Respondent 4 (9 years on the streets): “Being in the streets is not hopeful at all. That fully 

destroys my hope. Seeing how my peers are dying from robbery and violence makes me lose 

hope all the time. Despite all that, I always strive to keep my hope high so that I can keep 

working.” 

Respondent 6 (11 years on the streets): “Not being able to go to school is a hope crusher. 

Often when I see other kids with school uniforms, I lose hope too.” 

Respondent 8 (3 months on the streets): “The civilians often destroy my hope by thinking 

negatively of us. Sometimes, I have hope that a person can take me out of the streets. 

However, as I know they are severely discriminating against us, I start having less hope about 

it. It is sometimes true that civilians saved many children, but the children also robbed the 

civilians and hurt the civilians. Now, fewer people want to help us. I kind of have no hope on 

that anymore. Besides that, I always have a hope that somebody during the day will give me a 

50 or 100 Gourdes. As long as it is not a dirty and illegal move, I always hope a little bit of 

money will come each day.” 

Respondent 11 (2 years on the streets): “Political issues (demonstration and election). They 

were the main reason that destroys my hope. When there is shooting, I often witnessed many 

of us being killed due to those political issues. I constantly think that one day it will be my 

turn.” 

Respondent 12 (5 years on the streets): “Not going to school destroys my hope in life. 

Without school, I think I will fail. In addition, misery is another way my hope in life is 
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decreasing. All I can say, as soon as you are on the streets, your hope is low, because you can 

die at any given time.” 

Respondent 14 (3 years on the streets): “The devil is the only thing that can destroy my 

hope. Often, the devil comes when you sleep, and it comes to take our souls. I saw the devil 

took my auntie's soul. It destroys my auntie's hope. If you do not have God looking after you, 

the devil can do bad things to you. Also, I feel my hope is gone sometimes when I am sick.” 

Respondent 15 (2 years on the streets): “I do not think about anything that takes my hope 

away in life. However, sometimes, I feel a little despair. This is how it works, if today I did not 

make any money, I may feel despaired and hopeless when I wake up tomorrow because I may 

believe that today is not going to be productive as the day before. That is the only way I feel 

hopeless in life.” 

Respondent 17 (6 years on the streets): “The only thing that destroys my hope is because I 

do not have parents. I am not worried about other stuff because I am not involving in anything 

illegal. Therefore, nothing else destroys my hope. Except for if I accidentally get shot, I will 

certainly die, and all hopes in life will be gone.” 

Respondent 18 (6 years on the streets): “The main circumstances that destroy my hope is the 

fact that I have no parents. If my mom and dad were not dead, they would send me to school, 

and I would have been okay. In addition, misery destroys my hope a lot too. Sometimes, I sat 

down and said to myself that I would never be anybody in this life. Like, you did not even ask 

to be on this earth, and you realize that you are suffering and living in misery and poverty.” 

Respondent 20 (7 years on the streets): “A lot of things destroy my hope. However, I cannot 

talk about it. For instance, the people who are stealing our belongings mess up my hope in life. 

Most of the time I have hope in life” 
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Respondent 23 (4 years on the streets): “The only thing that often kills my hope is robbers. I 

hate it. If you work hard all day to have money, and that was your only hope in life, then the 

robbers steal your money. I lost hope quickly when this had happened to me because I had to 

start all over again. Losing hope for me always comes with sorrow and sadness. Sometimes, I 

also lose hope in life when I see people killing other street children.” 

Respondent 25 (2 years on the streets): “The cold when I am sleeping at night is destroying 

my hope in this life. Also, every time I work hard, and they steal my money, I often lose hope 

in this life because of that.” 

Theme 2: Police Brutality 

Respondent 7 (6 years on the streets): “I do not know though. Wait! The police officers. 

They are the only people that often destroy my hope when they beat me. One day I cleaned a 

car for a boss. He was about to give me 1000 Gourdes, but a police officer came by and 

slapped me multiple times.” 

Respondent 9 (10 years on the streets): “I do not know. The police officers come to beat us 

often. That situation in itself destroys all my hope in life. I am often at risk.” 

Respondent 10 (11 years on the streets): “The only thing that destroys my hope is the police 

officers that are killing many of us every day. If they find us with cigarettes, they beat us. We 

are never good with the officers no matter how we are. Besides that, nothing else destroys my 

hope.” 

Respondent 13 (10 years on the streets): “The only thing that destroys my hope is when 

police officers are abusing us. My hope got shattered when I notice street children being 

beaten with wood or other objects.” 

Theme 3: Absence of Barriers to Hope among Street Children 
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Respondent 2 (6 years on the streets): “I never encounter anything in life that shatters my 

hope. I fully feel that I always have hope.” 

Respondent 5 (3 years on the streets): “I have yet to encounter anything in life that will 

destroy my hope. I firmly and always have hope because of God. The only way I will no 

longer have hope is if I was going to school, and another person comes and hurts me to 

prevent me from going to school. Then, I can say I lose my hope of going to school.” 

Respondent 16 (9 years on the streets): “The only thing that can destroy my hope is death.  

Nothing else. As long as I am not dead, I have hope. I know my life is neither good nor pretty. 

However, when things start improving in my life, it is when they will come to kill me. They do 

not even care how long I have been suffering.” 

Respondent 19 (7 years on the streets): “Nothing at all stops my hope. Sometimes I feel 

discouraged. That is all. If I plan to go somewhere and notice my clothes are dirty, that may 

make me feel discouraged. If all day I am on the streets and do not earn a few Gourdes, I 

definitely will feel discouraged in life. Besides that, I never lose hope. Never feel in despair. 

Other time I feel low is when I keep thinking too much to realize that I do not have parents. 

All I have is a grandfather that I have not heard from in so long.” 

Respondent 21 (3 years on the streets): “Death only. I rarely lose hope in life. Sometimes, I 

only lose hope in other areas: If I am playing soccer or gamble. Actually, I do not know what 

often makes me lose hope. All I know is that I rarely lose hope. But sometimes I lose hope, but 

I don't know how why and what.” 

Respondent 22 (3 years on the streets): “Usually, I do not lose hope completely. I can lose 

hope today, and I can gain hope tomorrow. As long as I am not dead, my hope can be going up 

and down. For example, if a situation (a disaster) occurs in Haiti, and I could not accomplish 
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what I wanted, I could lose hope. However, when the country is fixed, I can have all my hope 

back. I believe that I will always gain my hope back if I am not dead, and if it is not the end of 

the world. After the earthquake, many people lost their hope, but when organizations came to 

help, the people regained their hope. Some others even sent their CVs and found jobs during 

the earthquake, and they gained hope even though they just lost hope.” 

Respondent 24 (3 years on the streets): “I have nothing that ever takes my hope away. I have 

nothing that makes me lose hope in this life. If I do not have resources, I put myself in a 

corner. I nevertheless do not lose hope. As long as I stay alive, I know it is one day to have, 

and another day not to have. I know that. I will never steal.” 

Street Children’s Overall Hope for the Communities in Haiti 

The street children in this sample believe that overall hope for communities in Haiti lies in 

God’s hands, in politics, and in the ability for the population to live in unity. 

Theme 1: God is the Ultimate Savior 

Respondent 3 (5 years on the streets): “Honestly, I do not know when Haiti will change for 

the better. Only when God decides, Haiti will be better.” 

Respondent 7 (6 years on the streets): “Only God can change Haiti. Nothing else. Haiti will 

more likely to remain the way it is. Personally, I cannot do anything for Haiti. Even if I could, 

I would never want to do anything. Haitians are always frustrated. They can kill you for what 

you have. For example, my father was poisoned while drinking alcohol because he had money. 

There was another person I knew who used to sing very well. Someone put some poison in his 

microphone, and he died. I do not want to do anything for this country. I would not help clean 

the streets. I would not help in anything at all.  I cannot help them not to be frustrated. They 

are already frustrated.” 
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Respondent 8 (3 months on the streets): “I think Haiti is good. Hold on, I do not know. All I 

see is that Haiti is being destroyed slowly. I used to hear people say that Haiti was better in the 

past. Therefore, I concluded that Haiti is degrading. It may have never been better. I do not 

know. Even though, it is not all of us who sins, but I would hope that God takes all the sinners 

out. A complete clean up in Haiti and bring new Haitians. There are too many crimes and 

sorcery activities everywhere. God is not happy with the way we are treating one another in 

Haiti. See, even in the future, I am not ready to have kids. Anybody who has kids right now in 

Haiti, the kids will suffer.” 

Respondent 11 (2 years on the streets): “I have no hope for this country. Only God may be 

able to do something for this country. When I die, I will not go with the country. I will go 

alone. Actually, I think the country is good for other people, but it is not good for me. I hope 

one day that there will be peace in Haiti. Personally, I have not done anything constructive yet 

to help the country. I am not the president. There is nothing I can do for the country.” 

Respondent 12 (5 years on the streets): “I hope one day God will change Haiti, give us a 

president, and help Haiti becoming a beautiful country. Look at the capital! You can see how 

dirty it is. In Haiti, there is no unity. If one day Haiti will be better, there must be unity. Even 

if the country is not good in my eyes, it inspires me a little hope because I was born in it. If I 

have the chance to travel, I will still be Haitian. One of the most detrimental situations in Haiti 

is when there is an election, people are killing one another because of a presidential candidate, 

but when the candidate becomes president, he/she is not going to do anything for them. As you 

can also see, everything in Haiti is becoming expensive. We cannot even eat. The hunger is 

too much. However, I still hope that this country will be better one day. God will send 

somebody at some point. If I was able, I will make sure I fix the roads, and place more 
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dumpsters to clean the country. As of now, I have not done anything at all. Only God knows 

when I can start contributing to the improvement of Haiti.” 

Respondent 13 (10 years on the streets): “I would like to help everybody when I get older. I 

do not put my hope on the country. I think the country is not good: too many political issues. 

People are throwing rocks and shooting guns. I think one day that God will help the country. I 

have not done anything for the country so far.” 

Respondent 14 (3 years on the streets): “I do not care about my country. I do not have any 

hope in this country. I do not think this country is in good shape. Too many Vodou sacrifices 

in this country. Many people are being killed and robbed frequently. I think one-day Haiti will 

be better. Jesus is the only one that can help the country. I believe that Jesus will send a power 

[magic] to Haiti to improve our lives. Myself, I do not know. I sometimes help other kids to go 

to centers so that they can find help. That is the only way I contribute to helping this country. 

Maybe when I am older I can build a center for street children so that they can have a better 

life.” 

Respondent 18 (6 years on the streets): “Haiti does not provide me any hope in this life. 

Haiti is always in turmoil. There is always a fight. People refuse to be in peace and work in 

unity. They are not trying to help one another. For example, if they used to see you struggling 

in poverty, they want to kill you as soon as you start becoming somebody and improve your 

life. I do not know if Haiti will be better one day. Only God I can ask. The more people die, 

the more they are being born. Only God can decide if Haiti will be better someday. In my 

opinion, in order for Haiti to be improved, there must be a good president who is willing to 

work and create jobs and schools so that life can be improved in Haiti. Personally, I have not 
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contributed at all to the betterment of the country. However, if I have the resources in the 

future, I would definitely help a lot of people.” 

Respondent 20 (7 years on the streets): “I think Haiti is not a good country, because there is 

a lot of violence and crime. You can be sitting here, and a criminal comes and kills you for 

money. I believe that God is the only one that can help Haiti. More unity, more education, 

more job, and people can fix the problems in the country. That is all. Personally I have not 

contributed to the betterment of the country yet.” 

Respondent 21 (3 years on the streets): “I mean I truly hope that people will stop doing all 

bad and illegal stuff. Personally, I do not think we have a country. There are always harsh 

arguments and fights. Everywhere you go you see people with guns shooting, and many 

people are being killed. I do not think Haiti will ever be better. Only God can help Haiti. As 

for me, I do not want to do anything for the country. The people who should help the country 

do not do anything.” 

Respondent 22 (3 years on the streets): “Now, you may see Haiti is not good, but tomorrow, 

it can be better than other countries in the world. I do not know when, but I know it can 

happen when God chooses a good president and good organizations to change the country. I 

cannot say Haiti is not good because I am living in Haiti. I also cannot say it is a good country 

because I know there are many people who are suffering. For example, there are many 

problems in Haiti, especially hunger. 

Theme 2: Politics Can Make a Difference 

Respondent 1 (10 years on the streets): “I have hope that one day Haiti will change for the 

better. If the people stop shooting and destroying [the resources], the country will be better. If 

the people choose to live in unity, life will be improved in the country. Every day, there is 
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shooting. It is a deadly war. If there is a good president, the country will be better. He will put 

all children in schools, and they will stay home with their parents.” 

Respondent 3 (5 years on the streets): “I have great hope that the country will change. I want 

the country to have a good president who can help the country. If each elected president starts 

something in the country, the country will change. If one starts roads, the other one starts jobs, 

and the next starts cleaning the sewage system, everybody would live healthily. I hate the way 

the country is right now. I do not have a job. See, I am on the streets, and I am trying for 

myself. Sometimes, people are staring at us with disdain because we are trying to work.” 

Respondent 5 (3 years on the streets): “I hate this country. This country is not good. Every 

day, police officers are beating people. We are living in a country where you can see many 

people who can eat daily and others who cannot eat at all. I hope one day that a president will 

come to fix the problems in the country, and help the old people and children who are living 

on the streets so that they can live better. When I have money, I will help many people with 

my money so that they also live better. I do not care about my brothers and sisters. I am not 

thinking about how they are going to make it. All I care about is my goals and hope to become 

a soccer player.” 

Respondent 6 (11 years on the streets): “I do not think the country will ever be great. I see 

people shooting at one another, burning one another. I do not know anything about it. Maybe 

the president will do something positive this time. Personally, I cannot do anything for the 

country. All I have to do is to clean cars. That is all. There is nothing else I can do to help the 

country.” 

Respondent 9 (10 years on the streets): “I would hope one day that Haiti will be a better 

country. I think Haiti is good the way it is. I also think Haiti has a lot of money, but the 
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president keeps all the money. I surely think Haiti will change when there is a better president. 

If only I can change Haiti, I would make sure that there is electricity everywhere, I would also 

fix the roads, and I would provide resources to poor mothers everywhere. So far, I have yet to 

contribute to the development of the country. However, I want to go to school now, so I can 

contribute later.” 

Respondent 10 (11 years on the streets): “I hope this country will be cleaned. The only hope 

I have for the country is for the president to clean everything, especially the public places and 

parks. Personally, I have not done anything yet for the country.” 

Respondent 17 (6 years on the streets): “The only hope for me is to leave this country to go 

to some other countries. Too many people are dying in this country. I do not think Haiti is a 

good country. Too many people are dying. Actually, there is no president. The former 

president took all the money. I do not think there is much hope in this country at all. I am not 

sure if Haiti will be improved in the future. Maybe, it will. I do not know. I hope that the 

future president will do something different to improve lives in this country” 

Respondent 19 (7 years on the streets): “The only hope I have for this country is to find a 

good president, and everything will be organized. No more political turmoil, injustice, and 

criminals. I think Haiti is good the way it is, because I am living in Haiti, and I am never in 

trouble. Therefore, I think Haiti is good. With good leaders and without public disturbance, 

Haiti will be great. I also think that Haiti will be better in the future: better infrastructure and 

peace. Personally, I do not know how to contribute to the betterment of Haiti. So far, I have 

not done anything for the country.” 
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Respondent 21 (3 years on the streets): “The only hope I have is to see Haiti gets better so 

that people know what to do and what not to do. Having better presidents so that people can 

eat, drink, and live healthily.” 

Respondent 25 (2 years on the streets): “I have no hope for Haiti. Everything is expensive in 

Haiti. That is not a good thing. Sometimes the country is good. Some other times it is not 

good. When there is food, Haiti is a good place to live in. When there is no food, Haiti is a 

terrible place. I heard that there would be a new president soon. I hope he does something 

great for the country. Most people say they are waiting for the new president so that life in 

Haiti will be less expensive. I always buy stuff (rice, oil, and charcoal) to bring to my family. 

That is the way I contribute to the country.” 

Theme 2: Unity, a Prerequisite for Social Problem Solving at a Local Level. 

Respondent 2 (6 years on the streets): “I do not care about the country. I do not know the 

state of the country. All I know is that Haiti is where I live. I know the country may be 

improved sometimes, but I do not know when. Lack of unity is the major issues within the 

Haitian society. If there were more unity, there would be fewer problems. My hope for the 

country is to see the country getting better, so everybody gets a better life. If I get out of 

misery, I will go to work (any kind of work) to help other people. 

Respondent 3 (5 years on the streets): “Unity will save the country. I do not have any 

specific thing I can add to help the country. However, if we work together, I would get 

involved to do something. For example, sometimes when I sit on the streets, I think and I say 

if we work together, we could have cleaned the streets where we sleep. As you can see, when 

people drink water, they throw all the plastics on the streets and keep the streets dirty. That is 
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why they often say ‘Together we stand’.” [Which is the credo inscribed in the National Haitian 

Flag]. 

Respondent 16 (9 years on the streets): “I do not believe that Haiti will be better. Maybe the 

country will be better in the generation of my great-great-grand-children (sarcastically). 

Instead of improving, the country is getting more and more destroyed. This country will never 

be good. Most Haitians do not know how to live in unity. I would rather clean one car of 

foreigners instead of cleaning 100 cars of Haitians. Haitians drivers would easily pull out their 

guns as soon as you are approaching their cars. I often tell them "just kill me so that I can 

leave this street life". I have not done anything for the country yet. All I do is cleaning cars.” 

Respondent 23 (4 years on the streets): “If one day I become president, I will take people 

out of poverty. I do not know how to do it, but I will try to help children who cannot go do to 

school. Helping people who have nothing to eat, and nothing to drink. I believe that Haiti is 

good. I do not think that Haiti is poor either. All I think is that unity will make Haiti better. To 

not shoot one another, and help the poor. I have not started contributing to anything for the 

betterment of the country at all.” 
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